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“it would appear that the negotiations between China and 
Japan with regard to Rikiu(Loochon) have saddenly miscar- 


ried at the very moment when their successful termination 


was confidently anticipated and had indoed been officially 


announced from Pekin. 


This is exceedingly deplorable, since, pending the adjust- 
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| “tv Samuel and Lady Baker, who are now 
on @ visit to the Legation, were present, and it was remarked 
by not a few that, for all his brief acquaintance with Japan 

Sir Sameel’s knowialge of the country and its arts was more 
minate than that of many an olt resident. Much amase- 
ment was afforded by a native necromancer, who performed 
some marvellous tricks with great dexterity and all that grace- 
fal bonkomie that seems to be the heritage of every Japanese. 


ment of the Kuldja difficulty, any real or supposed grievance 
may be converted, by a little crafty management on the part 
of the Tsungli Ynmen, into a factor of very pernicious effect 
upon the attitude of Japan towards Russia. Possibly some 
sach consideration may have influenced tho action of the 
Chinese Government in the matter, but for onr own part 
we doubt the existence of any rery subtle motive, and are 
rather inclincd to believe that the miscarriage is simply 
attributable to the shock China’s temporizing proclivities 














His Majesty the Emperor paid a visit to his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Genoa, on board the Italian man-of-war 
Vettor Pisani, yesterday. His Majesty left Shinbashi sta- 
tion, Tokio, by the 10,80 a.m. train, the engine of which 
was gaily decorated with overgreens and flags. 

The train arrived puuetually at the Yokohama Station, 
where a very small gathering of perhaps three or four handred 


have oxperiencedl at the too proximate aspect of a settle- 
Japan, nt any rate, has spared no pains to nchicve 
an amicable understanding, and for the rest we cannot sce 
disturbed by the contem- 


ment. 


that she has mic: reason to 
plation of any possible courmerncic 





Reports from Joshiu describe a state of nnu-ual tivity 
anong persons interested in the progress of the silk mann- 
facture. Experts aro said to be travelling from place to 
Place for the purpose of giving suggestions aud instraction 
in the reeling processes, so that a marked improvement in 
next season's supply is confidently predicted. 





Strange to say the aniversal rise of prices which has taken 
place of Inte, is sail to be most uotiveable in the case of Inc- 
quer, Such at least is the verdict of the Osaka merchants, 
who declare that of all materials, those required in the lacquer 

uufacture have attained the highest comparative value, 

1 as a result thé sale has been considerably impaired. On 
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natives and under a score of Karopeans had nssembed. The 
ceremonial was not imposing; in fact, quite the reverse. 
On his arrival at the station His Majesty at once entercd 
the Imperial carriage, drawn by a particularly fine pair of 
horses ; those, we beliove, sent to him as a present by Gene- 
ral Great, Other carriages were realy for the snite, which 
was composed of the A-Jowivg dignreatits aud officials -— 
Their Imperial Highnessed Princo Higashi-Fashimi, and 
Kita-Shirakawa: ‘Their Excellencies Iwakuara, Junior 
Prime Minister, Admiral Kawamura, General Saigo, and, 
General Yamagata, Mr. Tuunye, Miuister for Foreign Affairs, 
A:lmiral Yenomoto, Minister of the Navy, Me. ‘okuadaiji Minis- 
ter for the Imperial Household. Port Admiral Nakamura, who 
was in attendance at the station, accompauied His Majesty to the 
Admiralty office where a guard of honour composed of Blee 
Jackets, and the Naval’ Baud was in attendance. On the 
arrival of the procession the Imperial standard was hoisted 
ut the flag-staff, aud on the embarkation it was replaced by 
the national ensign, as a sigaal to those afloat. Having 
rested for nearly an hour His Majesty embarked on board a 
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steam-lannch for the Vettor Pisani, attended by the Minis-| The fashion of the execution was ‘seppuku’ or ‘ harakiri’. 
ters for Foreign Affairs, the Navy, and Household Depart-| Commencing with the officers, the men were led in singly and 
ments, the Port Admiral, the Chief Chamberlain, and Mr, | seated upon a mat which was afterwards employed as a bier 
Shioda of the Foreign Departinent, who acted in the capacity |for removing their corpses. Eleven disembowelled them- 
of interpreter. The men-of-war in harbour, which were all|selves without a symptom of pain or penitence, but when the 
in gala rig, fired the customary salntes ; His Majeaty was | twelfth had taken his place, the French Commander stepped 
received on board by His Royal Highness the Duke of Genoa | forward and sail that, as justice could not demand more 
and proceeded to tiMin. At 3.10 p.m. he left to return to than life for life, he thonght the remainder of the condemned 
Tokio, when all ¢he men-of-war manned yards and the salates/men might be spared. Mr. Uyeno, who represented the 
were repeated. Japanese Government on the ocension, refused at first to 
entertain any proposition couched in such dubious tons, 
and pointing out how immensely the men’s punishment 
would be augmented if they were spared for a moment ouly 
to be afierwanis brought up again fur exccution, asked the 
French officer whether ho spoke with dne aathority or whe- 
ther his sugyestion emanated from himself alone. To this 
the other replied that he woald be responsible for his Mini-ter’s 
assent, avd the execation was accordingly stayed. Mean- 
while, however, as we have said, the twelfth man had already 
tuken his place and made himself ready to die. It mattevod 
litth- te him whether justice had been satisfied or dissatisfied. 
He ouly knew chat he hal been promised the privilege of 
dying, and that as his comrades passed out befure him, he 
had bid then farewell one by one and asked them +o tarry 


terrilsle penalty the crime was afterwanis expiated. Not xo for him on their juarney to the shades. Nuw tou he sat in 
well remembere 1, however, is the motive that dictated the |e very place where they had tie! and in the presence of 
murder, aud if we allade to it now, itis not with any desire | ‘heir waiting spirits. ‘I’. retarn to life woald be to perjure 
to extenuate, but simply because such contrasts betwoen past himself in their eyes, as well as to forfeit the opportanity of 
and present phases of popular foeling best enable us toerowuiug a dood fealty had dictated. A European’s love of 
appreciate the things going on around as. life would not perhaps have been mach chilled by such con- 
Since tie Gods assum? arortal shape and desceniled from | iderations, bat this man's mind was cast in a different 
Heaven to govern the Land of the Rising Sun, it hod always} ™OUld, and though the officers who superintended the execu- 
been an invivlable principle that the Emperor’s person was Hou —dinipler at! Ute Baus ww. . tity adticipating his 
sacred, and that none but aristocrats of the highest rank /*#0% were carefal to leave no weapon within reach, is par. 
should from time to time be permitted to ‘worship the | Pose was not to be baulked. That night he bit out his tongue, 
Dragon’s countenance.’ After the War of the Restoration, and so dying, fulfilled his promise to the men that had gone 
however, it became necessary for the Foreign Representatives before him. 
to present their credentials to the Mikado in person, and Such deeds may be intolerable under certain aspects, but 
with no little difficulty they obtained permission to do so. ren the hard materialism of modern progress can scarcely 
Such a concession was utterly unintelligible to the nation at | rbid sympathy with the spirit that prompts them. And 
large. It seemed to them that, relying on saperior furce and does any one suppose that this Tosa man was singular in his 
taking advantage of the momentary embarrassment conse- | Seucration, or that others would have hesitated to follow his 
quent upon a civil fead, the Barbarians were sceking to an-|¢%*™ple had the occasion presented itself? No, truly! 
nihilate the most cherished traditions of Japan and to sub- | /Welve years ago the hoart of every Samurai in J apan was 
juct the Emperor himself to the grossest possible insult, It was |02¢ With his, and the more we learn of this people's history 
when the feelings of rage and grief engendered by such | te less do we marvel that it was so. 
fancies were at their highest state of tension that the ‘Tosa| Our readers will pardon us if we have reminded them of 
men-at-arms came in contact with a portion of the very force |¢Veuts unkuown to inany, forgotten perhaps by others and ne- 
asscinbled at Kobe for the purpose of carrying out this| rer again to be repeated in Japan. We do not speak to 
secmingly nefarious programme. The Japanese Samurai has | those who happily know these things only as a page of past 
never been wont to balauce contingencies very carefully when history, but to the older residents of Yokohama, who will 
loyalty or patriotiem is at stake, and the Tosa soldiers, be- | Understand the reflections that mingle with such memories as 
lieving as they afterwards declared, that their own lives | wo Write, listening to the sound uf the ealate that greeta the 
would be assuredly forfeited by their action, bat veNering | Emperor's visit to the Vettor Pisani, and reafing iu s native 
also that thoy were dolug lew ecrxies fur their sovereign and |"¢repnper that the usuxt Luperial Levée at the New Year 
their country, did not hesitate for a mument to attack the |*83 SQ;ylemented bs a Drawing-room at which many Japa. 
French marines, neso and serves European ladics were presented. Could one 


Even the greatest malefactors do not lack sympathy when possibly couceive a more thorongh coutrnst 2 
the fate they have merited it about to overtake them. It is 
oasy to conceive what exaggerated pretexts for pity the 
circumstances of this assassination may have suggested, but 








Change has succeeded change with such rapidity, and at 
the same time so quie/ly and unostentationsly, in the social 
and political condition of Japaa daring the last decade, that 
many things not unworthy of note now escape observation 
altogether, or at wost furnish short-lived topics of trivial 
comment. 

It is now ncarly twelve years siace the little port of Sakai 
near Osakn was the scene of the m ost fatally naccessfal assault 
by Japanese upon Foreigners that has ever occurred, or, we 
roight almost say, will ever again occar. The victins were 
the crew of the Dupleix's steam laanch, anil it will not be 
easily forgotien how eleven of their number were rnthle<sly 
shot down by a baud of Tosa men-at-arms, nor by what a 





AN official notification has reached the various Legations 
stating that the annunl Exhibition at Kiyoto will be opened 


e e i) he first of Mareh and i iti id { u - 
here is a plain fact, not to be magnified nor misunderstood. — — Me ans ſoreigners to contribute, 
’ gu menngers The Exhibition baillings at Uyeno are also in rapid process 


When it was explained to the Tosa Samarai that twent 

; J }of construction, and it is anticipated that tl il 
of their number moe doomed to death, the whole band of sufficiently advanced to receive eh 
eighty men immediately offered themselves, and the selection February. If this be so the Opening will take * * 
of the fortanate twouty was not a little impeded by their |the splendid old cherry-trees of the Park are a amet 
comrades’ unwillingness to survive them, a prospect which is probably inducing the present alacrity 
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This Exhibition promises to surpass any — that — 
previously been lebd in Japan. Six classes of medals or 
certificates will be awarded, and the principal judges in the 
various departinents have already been nominated, Thes 
are zo follows :-—Argriculture and Horticulture, Mr. Tanaka 
(Home Office) ; Manufactures, Mr. Machida (Home Office) ; 
Machinery, Mr. Otori (Public Works) and Minérals, Mr. 
Sato (Public Works). No antiquities will be exhibited, bat 
the permanent building at the back of the grounds will 
subsequently be converted into a National Museum, and the 
specimens now at the Hakubatekwan will be moved there, as 
well as the various government collectious at Kiyoto, Nara 
&c. We look forward to the cosummation of this 
undertaking with great interest, and we particularly hope 
not only that some scientific and intelligible method of 
arrangement will bo adopted, but also that an accurately 
compiled cataloge will be published. These are vital 
pointe, and their neglect ren.lers the present Hakubatzkwan 
comparatively useless. 


Last Monday evening an eutertainment was given a: the 
Shiba Rikiu to commemorate the approaching departaie of 
H. I. H. Prince Arisugawa ‘akehito. The members of the 
Cabinet, as well as the Foreign Representatives, were all pre- 
sent and considerable interes: aitached to the affair when it 
wax remou.bered that there are wany wore improbable con- 
tingr-ucivs than the P.ince’s ultimate accession to the throne 
of Japau. The dinner, however, passed of very quietly. No 
spocohes were wado, and au event which ten or twelve years 
ago would have been deemed utterly imporsible by every 
patriotic Japanese, seemed now to bo regarded with the 
umost composure, if uot indifference. Mlany of our readers 
have no doubt had the honor of an introduction to His Im- 
perial Highness, who was for some time a cadet at the Naval 
College in Tukiyo, and aince then has been present on all 
public occasions, races, flower-shows, balls and so forth, re- 
minding one by his demeanour of a genial unassuming lad 
rather than of an Emperor's nephew. How different is all this 
from the conduct of the Into Shogun’s brother Mimbu Taiya 
who, when passing through Hongkung on his way to France 
iu 1867, refused to call on the Governor, and showed other- 
wise such a thorough contempt for the usages of European 
etiquette that a very sharp remoustrance was subsequently 
addressed by the Enylish Government to the Cabinet at 
Yedo, 

Prince Takehito’s immediate purpose iu visiting England 
is to acquire a knowledge of Naval matters. He has already 
had some experience of sea life on board the Iron Dake, and 
we understand that Her Majesty's Government sug,ested 
the Mediteranean as a suitable station fur the Imperial Cadet, 
bat it bas been jadged better to seut him at first to the Na- 
val College at Greenwich, where ander the improved regime of 
late years he will no duubt recvive a thoroughly sound train- 
ing. 


Wo notice that a General Meeting of the Asiatic Socicty of 


Japan, will be held at the Shéheikuwan, Seidé, Tokiyo, on 
Taeeday, Jannarx Toth. at £ pon. 


The folleaving papers 
tra totes gg ls 


“ Analysis uf fu Japanese Mine.al Spring Waters,” by 
Dr. Geerts. 


“ Historical Notes on Naga-aki,” by W. A, Woulley, Esq. 


“ Hideyoshi’s Invasion of Korea: Chapter IL The 
Retreat,” by W. G. Aston, Esq. 
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RUSSIA AND CHINA. 


HE value of a concession varies inversely as the re 
luctance with which it is granted. When a point is 
carriod after swords have been half unsheathed, reason 
gets no credit, and force quite as much as though it had 
been actually exercised. 

Now the Chinese Government understands all these 
things quite as well as anybody else, but seems none the 
less to ignore them in practice. For many years and with 
unvarying regularity it has pursued the policy—more wil- 
ful than wise—of resisting so long as no sharper weapons 
than words are employed, and yielding at the last with a 
bad grace. Thus it happens that rie-a-vis with the Tsungli 
Yamen, European diplomatists are now in a position to 
forecast the issue of any particular negotiation with toler- 
able certainty. 

It is a pity, and in many respects a misfortune that such 
should be the case, but the causes are palpable, and merit 
sympathy rather than derision. For all their individual 
weekness the Chinese as@ people are eminently proud ; 
proud of their traditions, proud of their antiquity, proud 
of their prestige and proud of their magnitude. They are 
moreover sensitive, and sensitive minds are easily stirred 
and in some respects easily stilled. It would be intoler- 
able to them to think that their rulers had yielded tamely 
atthe enemy's first menace. What they consider is not 
eo much the fact as the form, of submission, and if they 
see the yellow dragon really rampant for a moment, they 
forget ultimately to ask whether he has bitten or only 
posed. This foible their rulers are not unnaturally willing 
to humour, sharing it themselves, as they do, and taught 
also by sad experience, that in the presence of a foreign 
areditor some brief respite is the only solace they dare 
offer their country’s honour. There is always a hope (oo 
—a hope peculiarly dominant in the mind of the placid 
time-despising Oriental—that enmething favorable may crop 
up amidthe contingencies of procrastination, or at any- 
rate that men's scrutiny may become less keen in propor- 
tion as its object grows more familiar. Thus it is that 
time afier time, when the latent antagonism always exist- 
ing, between the energy of progress and the inertia of con- 
vervatism, ripens into reality, we witness the same unvary- 
ing routine of remonstrance, delay, menace and tardy 
submission, till at last we have learned to anticipate one 
solution for all political problems in which China is con- 
cerned, and to fancy that no influence from without can or 
will ever move the heart of that mighty nation to pulsate 
perceptibly. 

This theory may one day perhaps be rudely upeet, and 
indeed the world has apparently began of late to contem- 
plate some such possibility. Meanwhile, however, there is 
no gainsaying the fact that, though mach marred by a 
semblance of reluctance, China’s ultimate action towards 
foreign nations has of late years invariably indicated a con- 
ciliatory spirit. In 1874, for example, the Formosa ques- 
tion was settled amicably with Japan, though had China 
then elected to fight, men would assuredly have admitted 
the fullness of her provocation. Two years afterwards 
England's demands in the Margary affair were satisfied 
without much difficulty, while in 1877 fall compensation 
was obtained by Germany for injury to the cargo of a vessel 
wrecked off S antung. Spain sabsequently pat forward a 
similar claim on be alf of a ship plundered by the savages 
of Formosa many years before, and in this case too the 
indemnity required was obtained. Moreover the emigration 
concessions desired by the United States, Pera, Brazil and 
Spain were granted with unusual promptitade, ao that in 
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a word, the history of China’s foreign relations since the 
war with England and France in 1860 bave been one, of 
perpetual compliance. 

Nor has her attitude towards Russia in the Kuldja ques- 
tion indicated any desire to deviate from this conciliatory 
policy. On thecontrary, whether persuaded by Colonel 
Gordon's friendly advice, or made wise by a more accurate 
estimate of her own military resources, she has evinced an 
unmistakable disposition not only to cede the disputed 
territory but even to pay a reasonable indemnity. 

If then it be true that the Kuldja negotiations have mis- 
carried, the verdict of the world must assuredly condemn 
Russia and hold her impositions responsible for whatever 
suffering and sorrow the sequel may entail. 

Nothing is farther from our desire than to exaggerate or 
misrepresent. Apart from the delirious policy of territorial 
aggrandizement which, whether rightly or wrongly, has 
always been laid to Russia’s charge, there are, i¢ mus 
be confessed, not a few deplorable phases in her national 
character and administration, but neither are we blame- 
less judges, nor can any crilicism be so prejudiced as 
_ to deny her title to respect, nay even to admiration, when 
China is the standard of comparison. Justice, however, is 
founded upon facts not sentiments, and it so easy fora 
conquerer to obscure or even vindicate his original motives 
by a display of the magnanimity success makes easy, 
that we shall do well to balance this question before the 
scale is warped by applause or pity. 

There is no need to recapitulate the circumstances that 
induced Russia's occupation of Kuldja. They are already 
matters of history. What concerns us is the fact that the 
occupation never claimed any right of permanency, but 
was destined by solemn compact to terminate under cer- 
tain conditions. It was nevertheless right and fair that 
before evacuation Russia should be compensated for the 
expenses occupation had entailed, and so far as this prin- 
ciple was concerned China never showed any disposition 
todemur. She was ready to pay enough—perhaps more 
than enough—but she was not ready to accept in return 
the reddition of only such portions of the territory as it 
suited Russia’s convenience torestore. Yet this was what 
was asked of her, and this was what her representative 
promised on behalf of his Government, thereby plainly 
exceeding his powers, since his instructions never con- 
templated any such contingency as Russia's duplicate de- 
maud. 

Regard for the interests of humanity compels us to re- 
gret that the T-ungli Yamen could not be persuaded to 
ratify Chung How’s treaty. Of European powers Russia 
alone has access to Northern Asia, and whatever blunders 
or imperfections her rule may exhibit, it must certainly be 
counted capable of better things than the Chinese fashion 
of administration, which commences by extermination 
and then proceeds to reform. But this is a point of sen- 
timent. Eliminate it and we cannot choose but confess 
that while China’s concessions were ample, Russia’s re- 
quirements were excessive and her actions arbitrary. 
From the moment of Chung How's disgrace, however, a 
now case was made ont for the Northern Autocrat. It 
was said that having once submitted the matter to arbi- 
tration, Russia was no longer liable ton charge of unfair- 
ness, while on the other hand, in rejecting a treaty signed 
by her own plenipotentiary, China had placed herself, 
techuically at least, in the wrong. With regard to the 
first of these arguments we necd only remark, that what- 
ever plea it constitutes for one party must be equally 
potent for the other. China did not less submit 
to arbitration than Russia, und if she refused to abide by 
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the results of that arbitration, her previous history 
warrants us in believing that she was influenced, not by a 
desire for war, but by the impossibility of obtaining an 
honorable peace. 

Tho rejection of the treaty, however, involves a different 
class of considerations. In principle it cannot be defended 
fora moment. Were such a practice permitted to obtain, 
the whole fabric of international intercourse would have 
to be remodelled, and inconveniences of limitless magni- 
tude might be expected to result. Thus much we admit 
without reservation,; but we nevertheless emphatically 
declare that the popular verdict in this matter is only 
another instance of that intolerant spirit by which almost 
all Western Powers seem to be possessed in their dealings 
with the east. If our own political escutcheon were free 
from like blemishes; if it could be shown that we ourselves 
had never deviated from this principle we now so rigidly 
uphold, then indeed justice might warrant us in exacting 
from China the full penalty of her improbity. But has 
history nothing to tell of treaties which, proposed, discus- 
sed and completed even to the reception of the vermillion 
signature, did nevertheless fail to obtain ratification at the 
hands of European governments whose accredited repre- 
sentatives had neither less authority nor fewer qualifications — 
than Chung How? In what category shall we place Sir 
Thomas Wade's Chefoo convention, as well as three other 
similar compacts of recent date,—two with England and 
one with France—all of which were ultimately treated as 
so much waste paper, despite the Emperor of China's sign 
manual which they bore? Precedent is often more 
powerful than precept, and the Chinese Government can 
truly say that in this case, whether rightly or wrongly, 
they have only followed the example of two countries 
certainly not the least civilized in the world. 

Governments, however, seldom find it convenient to be 
perfectly equitable. China having placed herself tech- 
nically in the wrong, Russia made haste to despatch 
eastward a large fleet of war vessels, destined to serve not 
only as a demonstration to intimidate her adversary, but 
also as a countermove to Lord Beaconsfield’s action in 
bringing the Indian troops to Malta. Something was 
needed to restore the prestige Russia’s conduct of the 
Turkish campaign had so seriously impaired, and nothing 
seemed better calculated to serve this purpose with the 
fickle, impressionable oriental, than a sudden display of 
overwhelming power at places far distant from its source 
and unpleasantly close to its point of application. More- 
over the vitality of the Chinese Empire is most assailable 
through her ports, on which she depends for surplus 
revenue and from which alone Pekin is practically acces- 
sible, whilst an attack on her sea-board would make the 
war and its progress matters of very intimate importatice 
to the Western world. Good and evil often seem to work 





;together, and there can be no doubt that the European 


combination, instigated by Gladstone’s cabinet, has proved 
peculiarly opportuno to Russia, by enabling her to detach 
her flect at this exact juncture, and so carry out a pro- 
gramme designed at once to overawe China and to menace 
British interests in 2 very grave fashion. 

- Now too we are told that a sum of twenty million taels is 
demanded by way of compensation for the conception and 
execution of this political flourish! ‘Truly as a piece of 
peasantry this is not easily appreciated, while as a serious 
claim it is both prepostevous and unprecedented. On what 
conceivable data can the calculation be based? Nobody 
supposes, we presume, that the vessels now comprising 
the Russian Pacific fleet were built and equipped for this 
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special service. Had not Mr. Gladstone released them 
from their European duties, they would necessarily have 
been employed either in the Baltic or the Black Sea, so 
that nothing need be taken into account beyond a change 
of station and the increased expense of victualling troops 
in the East. But the British Government maintains a 
very considerable fleet in these waters—a fleet quite as 
effective in our opinion as that under Admiral Lessoffsky’s 
command—and the total annual expenditure in connec- 
tion with that fleet—including Dockyard establishments 
&c., does not exceed. two hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds, while England’s combired naval and military es- 
tablishments in China only cost her some three hundred 
and fifty thousands each year ; figures which differ per- 
ceptibly from six millions. No wonder that China hesi- 
tates to swallow a bolus of such excessive magnitude and 
having so few adjuncts to disguise its unpalatable flavour. 

For our own part, however, we have not yet abandoned 
all hope of a peaceful solution. We dare not contemplate 
the consequences of war. Russia’s defeat, by expelling 
her from Northern Asia, would annihilate a work already 
carried far and which she only can complete, while her 
victory could scarcely fail to induce anarchy throughout 
the vast Chinese Empire ; anarchy attended by scenes of 
bloodshed and extermination at which the whole civilized 
world must shudder. If the Czar determines to hasard 
either of these alternatives, history will not hold him ab- 
solved on such grounds as are now apparent. 












































exists for him but one creed synonymous with excellence, anil 
that creed is inovitably classical. He will not perhaps put 
Etruscan pilasters to a convict establishment, or Doric entab- 
latures to an iron foundry—practices which Ruskin aptly 
likens to threshing with sculptured flails and tilling with 
golden ploughshares—but he will deem nothing perfect that 
has not some affinity with the grand old orders tradition and 
association have so inviolably hallowed in the eyes of the 
Western world. 


Let it not be fancied for a moment that we ventare to 
cavil at systems handed down to us from the age of perfect 
esthetics. We have indeed fancied now and then that for 
all our conversance with the forms of those systems, but lit- 
tle true perception of their spirit has descended to us; else 
had we been spared the spectacle of siguboards decorated 
with Greek mouldings and barber's windows surmounted by 
Roman cornices. It was meet that Corinthian finials should 
support the monument of Lysicrates and Doric colamns flank 
the Propylcea, for under the one reposed the ashes of a man 
his country delighted to honour, and bebind the other stood 
the Parthenon. But we cannot beli-ro that such fashions of 
construction had much in common with bazaars and work- 
shops, or that Vitruvius would have admitted them into the 
plan of a paper-money manufactory. In Europe, however, men 
can afford to grant their architects large license. There no 
abuse or misapplication can ever obscure the origin of the 
Classical Orders or rob them of reverence that dates from the 
days when we glowed at the eloquence of Demosthenes and 
held our sides over the drolleries of Aristophanes. They 
combine ‘the-two characteristics of artistic architecture, the 
gentle and the sublime, for while they are indelibly associated 
with all the memories of our youth; with the happy triumphs 
of school, and sterner efforts of college life; with the times 
when every meadow was green, every flower sweet, and an 
illimitable vista of aspiration nnd possibility still ley before us 
anchequered by failare or regret; they have also a living 
authority and power, partly derived from their own ssthetic 
nobility, and partly borrowed from the traditions of their 
period ; a period whose achievements all men have since striven 
to emulate and none dreamed of excelling. 


No, in trath! Against the Classical orders themselves we 
have nothing to say, bat against their employment in this 
country, much. To the Japanese the language they speak is 
unintelligible. For him the myths of Grecian poetry and 
the marvels of Roman might are a sealed book, or at best 
ouo that he can never p.ruse with sympathy. His is not a 
virgin mind cxpable of receiving and retaining any impression 
we may choose to plant there, but a mind that for cycle upon 
cyclo has been wout to draw its inspirations from am 
and a history, overflowing indced with ideality, bat having no 
sort of accord with the traditions of western antiquity. Ho 
can never sce with our eyes, and if at any time he 
could be taught tu tolerate what we love, it must 
necessarily be by au appeal to his judgment and at the 
sacrifice of his sympathies. But how immensely were the 
difficulties of the architect’s task thus augmented! Before 
he could hope to win any measure of approval, he woul! be 
obliged to re-educate a nation, and that too a nation from 
which the most ssthetic countries of Europe -hare been 
content to take lessons in art. It is conceivable that a 
Buonarotti or a Palladio might succeed under such conditions, 
but ifso, the verdict of fatare generations would be his 
vindication, From the present he could expect nothing 








ARCHITECTURE IN JAPAN. 

SE critics, appraising human achievements, have said 
that the credit belongs in most cases rather to oc- 
casion than to genius. If this verdict be just—and there is 
certainly a considerable smack of trath in its unsavouriness — 
how exceptionally favorable to the genesis of some noteworthy 
accomplishments was the condition of Japan when she first 
came into contact with the Western world. An illimitable 
‘field for exploit; resources not absolately exhanstless but at 
any rate adequate, and a people rendered diffident at first by 
cycles of recluse existence, but in their reactionary phase, cre- 
dulous almost to fatuity: here surely were all the elements of 

rare opportunity. 

Perhaps it were wisest, as unquestionably it were least 
painful, to close the retrospect here. Whether the fault lay 
in the means employed or in the method of their application, 
is « problem that concerns us still too closely for dispassion- 
ate scrutiny, and we gladly abandon its solution to others 
farther removed by time or indifference from this weary se- 
quence of abortive effort and alienated confidence. In cases, 
however, where opportunity has not yet been utterly forfeit- 
ed, nor failare sufficiently complete to forbid all hope of 
repair, we may not elect to keep silence, and certainly such a 
case is that of architectnre in Japan. 

We can most thoroughly appreciate the difficulties that 
beset a European architect when required to design buildings 
for an Eastern people. He has two powerful focs to wrestle 
with : the traditions of his own profession and the pre) adices 
of his public. If he be an artist of long and varied experi- 
ence, who has been taught by miscarriage no leas than by 
success, that all work to be permanently approved must ap- 
peal tirst to the hearts and afterwards to the intollects of its 
judges, he will easily no doubt abandon inflexible systems and 
adapt his designs, not to the canons of any particular school, | better than apathy. Ilere, however, is neither a Buoa wrotti 
but to the tastes of those whose property they are intended to | nur a Valladio, anless indced the buildings that are gradually 
become, But in the majority of cases he is a young man on | springing upin Tokiyo greatly belie their desiguers’ genius. 
the threshold of practice and at the limit of theory. There | Everywhere western fashions are essayed, -vith, for the most 
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part, Roman or Grecian proclivities, and the result is es- 
sentially a sham style, evidently aping something but attain- 
ing nothing: a style that is at once incongruoas and un- 
fortunate, fur while it satisfies no standard, it takes the 
place of a mode lacking neither refinement nor dignity, and 
possessing above all others that we have ever seen, an air of 


comfortable, contented repose. 


Granted then that the impossibility of enlisting the nation’s 
sympathies in their favour disqualifies the pure classic orders 
for employment in Japan, what are we to substitate in their 
The greatest of art cri- 


stead? Not a new style certainly. 
tics, speaking of that perpetual demand for originality which 


‘ ignorance and conceit have made fashionable, says that it is 
<‘about as sensible and necessary as to ask a man who has 
never had rags enough to cover his back, to invent a new 


mode of cutting a coat.” There is no ueod of invention but 
only of adaptation. The idea of the Corinthian capital was 


suggested to Callimachus by an acanthus climbing up a 


basket of offerings placed beside a child’s grave; the princi- 
ple of the arch was applied in the construction of the Crinoids 
thousand of years before man conceived it, and the Gothic roofs’ 
grooved ribs were exemplified in the shell of the Ammonite 
ages before medieval artiste reproduced them in massive 
masonary. Nature has prepared for us types of everything 
we need, and since we are here dealing with a people that 
has always gone to nature for inspiration and instruction, 


it will be well to banish once and for all the phantasy of 


straining after novelty or diversity merely for the sake 
of seeming unconventional and independent. What we 
want is an adaption of tho forms suggested by the best 
old buildings of the country, or hy those of other oriental 
nations having similar art instincts and traditions, while 
for decoration ve shall certainly find ample and irre- 
proachable material in that wealth of graceful fancy and in- 
genious device from which the western world is still deriving 
so much that is admirable. Here also if there be any danger 
of monotony—we may safely introduce such additions from 
the Classic or even the Gothic styles as will appeal to men’s 
sense of the b.autifal, nor yet violate any of the instincts 
they have acquired from experience or tradition. That type 
of infinity, the Grecian fret, already exists in Japan, as well 
as many a Persian arabesque and Chinese diaper that will 
suffice to establish affinities with all the inexhaustible trea- 
suries of Asiatic art. Neither is sculptured frieze wanting 
nor Gothic gable, nor forest of stately shaft, nor mountain of 
majestic roof, on whose huge expanse of curve and slope the 
shadow falls at sunset and the glow at sunrise, till it becomes 
—as all perfect architectural achievements should—not a 
mere triumph of human mechanism, but a type of this ‘ wild 
world ’ in which we live, and of the sorrows and joys, the ra- 
diance and the mystery that make up the sum of man's exis- 
tence. Acting upon these principles we might obtain for Ja- 
pan, not a new style, but an adaptation and amelioration of 
the old, which woul! be at once not only distinctly national 
in character, but also perfectly suited to the tastes and teach- 
ings of an emincutly esthetic people, 

This idea is not novel. It already obtains practically in 
Tudia, where the Ueautiful dlomes and minarets of the Sara- 
cenic order have been introdaced, and ave still in process of 
introduction, into buildings designed by European artists 
and destined for English occapation. Yet India, be it ob- 
served, is a country whose administrator's vital inte: est is to 
aleniate ihe people’s sympathies from ancient creeds and 
traditions, and link them by every possibl, artifice to those 
of their foreign rulers. How much more manifestly then is 
it the daty of the architect in Japan to preserve for an inde. 
pendent nation all that is graceful and tanjestic in fashions 


handed down from ages of refined excellence, 
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We cannot doubt that much of what we have said has 
already been appreciated by tonic at least of the Karopean 
architects employed by the Japanese Government, aud 
we can only therefore suppose — nor is the supposition 
a purely baseless hypothesis — that they have been pre- 
vented from obeying their convictions by the prejudices of 
those for whom they work. It ig not easy to write dispas- 
sionately on sach a subject, for the radicalism that teaches 
the Japanese to despise the heirlooms of their own genius 
and indiscriminately ape Western methods, is to our minds 
not much more defensible than the spirit that dictated the 
iconoclastic edicts of Isauricus, and inspired the Ming victors 
to cast all the art treasures of the conquered Mongols into 
the pit or the melting pot. We might discuss this question 
on specific grounds: we might point out that to restrain and 
abridge an architect’s fanoy, is to benumb his faculties—to 
place him in the position of a painter who is required to limn 
a brilliant picture with only a moiety of the colours he needs 
—and to deprive him of all interest in a work which has 
ceased to bear tha cachet of his inspiration. A great and 
essential distinction exists between building and architectare, 
between the mere purpose of an edifice and its ssthetic 
character, and when those who are only competent to determine 
the former set themselves also to interfere with the latter, 
the economy they may desire to practice is more than annul- 
led by the sacrifice their indiscretion entails. 

But there is another and a broader basis of argument. It 
is that all this servile imitation of foreign things and alien 
fashions, is tending slowly but surely to deprive the Japanese 
nation of its individuality, and to rob it of that self-respect 
which is the maiuspring of moral as well as political in- 
dependence. It is infinitely easier to develop an evil custom 
than to abolish it, and the tares that are suffered to spring 
up now in the virgin soil of Japan's renovation will strangle 
many a sound plant hereafter before they are overgrown. Let 
the Japanese therefore decide now once and for all whether 
they will preserve the style their forofathers loved in all ite 
grace and grandeur, importing from abroad only such modifi- 
cations and additions as the altered conditions of their life 
may reqaire, or whether they will elect to forget the art 
inspirations of twenty centuries, and borrow their future 
system of architectare from a source to which their own 
esthetics are daily lending fresh vigor and parity. 








SAPPORO. 


ake eveuts of considerable importance have occurred in 

Sapporo recently ; the opening of the first section of the 
Poronai and ‘Temaye Railway, and the opening of the new 
Hotel. The Railway, which rans from Temaye (Otarunai) 
on the coast to Sapporo, has by tho great efforis of Colonel 
Crawford the Engineer, and his staff, seconded, by the co- 
operation of the Chief of the Mining Department, Mr. 
Yamanouchi and his subordinates, been saccessfully completed 
within the stipulated time and ander the estimated cost. 
This road was surveyed and laid out last year, and some 
advance made, but it was not until this last summer that 
vigorous measures were taken, when Col. Crawford and his 
party went to Otara, and commenced building a pier and 
erecling workshops. About the end of September the rail- 
way plant reached Otarn, and the vessel which conveyed it 
was able to unship her cargo alongside the new pier. Laying 
the line commenced at once, and by the end of November the 
whole of the first section up to Sapporo was completed. In 
the meantime two locomotives and a namber of carriages 
Were set up, 80 that a train each way became at once practi- 
cable. By the last account a hundred yen aday was being 
taken for passengers and freights. The construction of the 
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line has been a work of some difficulty owing to the rocky | 
coast neur Otaru and the swampy nature of the ground 
further on. A small amount of tunnelling was necessary, but 
no extensive enginecring work was involved. 

Tho line is a single one of 3 feet gunge, laid on sleepers 
or ties some 18 iuchcs a part. The metals are light, 
but sufficient for the traffic that is likely to pass over them 
daring the first few-ycars. The whole distance between 
the termini is some twenty-two miles, but about twenty- 
fuur miles of line are laid, as it has been extended to 
the Governmout saw mills. It is eventually to be 
carried to the Poronai coal mines about twenty ri 
farther. Theo cost of construction is stated to be about 
15,000 silver yen per mile, and a great deal is said of the 
vast difference between this and the cost of the Tokio-Voko- 
hama line. But there are railways aud railways. This is a 
cheap line no doubt and will serve the purpose for which it was 
intended—imoderato traffic, a low rate of speed—and care- 
fal treatment will render it serviceable enough, but if heavy 
trains and a high specd are attempted, the road will need fre- 
quent inspection and the rails too. It is proposed to ballast 
it farther to the extent of 50,000 dollars, which will of course 
improve the permanent way, bat the metals should be 
heavier to give solidity to the track and make it more lasting. 

A farewell dinner was given to Colonel Crawford on the 
80th ultimo, and on his departure for Tokio, ex route for 
America on the 5th ultimo, all the attention and considera- 
tion possible was shown towards him. A valuable and 
ancient gold medal was presented to him by the Colonization 
Department, and other tokens of appreciation were bestowed. 
He certainly deserves tho gratitude of the whole nation in 
carrying out in so efficient a manner the work committed to 
him and thus introducing American cheap railways into Japan. 
Railway communication is a matter of so great import- 
ance to Japan, that we cannot but rejoice that such 
& propitious opening has becn made. 

On the 2nd instant the new Hotel, designated the Ho-hei- 
huan, was inaugurated by a soiree at which Mr. Yasuda, one 
of the chief secretaries of the Colonization Department, (who 
was there as representative of General Kuroda,) the Governor 
of Sapporo and a crowd of officials with the foreigners in the 
employ of the Kaitakushi were present. The building is one 
of the most substantial in Japan, and with perhaps one or 
two points open to criticism, is altogether an admirable strac- 
ture—the work entirely of a native architect. The great xaloon 
on the first floor is a maguificent rooin with a xolid floor of 
polished wood, and the dining and reception roums are in 
good proportion and in keeping with the whole : suites of rooms 
ere also arranged for visitors’ comfort and convenience. At 
present, however, nothing is said as to its being opened for the 
use of the public. The soirée went off in a happy way. 
The guests were unusually hilarious, every oue seemed pleased 
with the bountifal supply of provisions : fruits &e., &c., the 
large saloon being well heated—and the tables being well 
supplied. — 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Lonpon, January 6th, 1881. 
The semi-official “ Agence Russe” announces that nego- 
tiations have been concluded between Russia aud China. 
The Boers have entered Natal. 
Lonpon, 2nd January, 1881. 
The Golos announces that that the Chinese Government 
has consented to upen the Empire to Russian commerce. 








(Sorrriep to tne “ Honexone Day Press.’ 
Lonpon, December 23rd. 
: The Greek Government has doclined to submit to arbitra- 
On, 
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— ———————— 
The Times, in n teading article, announces that Lord Ri- 
pon has resigned. 


Loxvon, December 26th. 
The seizure of a cargo of arms in the river Shannon has 
caused excitement in the district. 
The Viceroy of India has not resigned. 
The Head-quarters of the 94th Rogiment have been 
overwhelmed hy Boers, 120 killed and wounded, the rest 
tnken prisoners, The Regimental Colours were saved. 


The Japan Weekly Bail, 


‘Falls CR QUE DOISs ADVIENKR QUK PocRrnra.’ 











NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous Correspondence. Whatever 
the Jarax Weexcy Mat must be 

easter of the writer, not for publica- 
aith. 

requested that allletters on business, relating te 

ements, Joh-printing, or Accounta, be addressed to the Mana. 


And that literary 
the Epiron. 


authenticated by the name and 
tion but asa yuarantee of good 
It is particular! 
havertiec 
GuR: 


contributions of every description be addreseed to 


YOKOHAMA ; SATURDAY, JANUARY 8ru 1881. 
Javanese Kua 2540, Margi larn Yuan, ist Noxen, Srw Dar, 
Do-rd-n1. 


DIED. 


,_ BATTELLE.—At Hoboken, New Jersey, U.S.A., on Friday even- 
ing, November 12th, 1880, after a painfal illness, ‘“‘ FLoREKcz 
REXNELL,” 87 daughter of CHARIES B. and Rosa R. Bar- 
TELLE,—in the yesr of her age. Interment at “Trinity 
Church Cemetery,” New York City. 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


The Messageries steamer Alenzaleh brought the French mails 
from Hongkong on the 2nd instant, and the O. and O. steamer 
Oceanic, left at 10 a.m. to-day, for San Francisco. The P. M. 
steamer City of Tokio left for Hongkong on the let instant, and 
the usual Hongkong and Shanghai mails have arrived and 
departed. . 

The O. & O. steamer Oceanic left for San Francisco this morn- 
ing at ten o'clock. 


The P. & O. Company's steamer Jfalacca, from Hongkong, 
arrived at Nagasaki at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, and left for Yokoha- 
ma, via Hiogo, at daylight yesterday. 


We learn that the lot No. 86a, Main Sttrent, was sold at. public 
wuction last Thursday m -rni.g, by Mr. F. A. Cope, to Mr. E. 
C. Kirby fur the sum of $3,900. 


As advertise, the adjourned meeting of the Nippon Race 
Clab was held at the Yekuhama Uuired Clab at 8 p.m. last 
Wedn-aday. There was a fair attendance of members and others, 
amongxt whom we noticed Messra. J. Walter (Hon. Sec.) King- 
don, Kirkwood, Siebel, F. A. Cope, Geoghegan, Wauchope, 
Reynaud, Watson, Reed, G. M. Dare, Pereira, Haselwood, 
Fischer, Jenkinx, Durant, St. John, Pinn, Brookes, Jeyes, Mac- 
Donald, Scheene, Hodges, Irwin, &c., &e. 

The Hon. Sec. expluined the canse of the meeting being con- 
vened, which he said, was to ballut for the members for the 
Working Committee, and requested the members to record 
their votes. The ballot remained open until 3.80pm. when 





— — 








the following were elected. 
Dr. Vheelor ..... 22 votes. 
DM. de Roqnette........cccccoscccssscecsessceee a 
Middleton ...........ccce-ceccsecees —— 17 


Br. Fischer objected most strenuously to the election of Mr. 
Middleton, as he was leaving Yokohama next Saturday, and 
could therefore not give any of his time or experience to the 
programme, &c. 

Mr. Walter said that he could assure Bir. Fischer that Mc. 
Middleton would be able to give his ideas as to the programme 
for the ensusing meeting prior to his departare. Moreover, he 
would be back in time for the races. 

Mr. Brooke asked what the meeting proposed to du in the 
event of any of the gentlemen elected refusing to serve. 

The chairman replied that the gentlemen elected had already 
signified their assent to serve. 
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Mr. F. A. Cope said that while admitting that Mr. Middleton | overboard to lighten her, still keeping the pumps going, and at 
wus an excellent mar for the position, he considered it would] 4 a.m. hove-to on the starboard tack. We had then lost all 
be quite impossible for him to give any opinion as to the ponies! our starboard bulwarks, and a boat out of the davils. At day- 
tbat would bo cutered Iater on; ho might be all very well/light found three feet of water in the hold, the pump still at 
for the programme, but he was to loave so suon, that he could] work. At noon on the 14th, tho gale was terrible, the vessel 





do nothing in other matters. labouring heavily nud shipping great quantities of water. 
Mr. Walter said that »s Mr. Middleton had becn elected, he| We then cut away the fore-topmast and let go the 
thought nothing further could be done. port aucher to try and ease her. At two p.m., we decided 


Mr. Siebel then asked if any member, outside tho committce,] to get over the boats toleave the ship, there being then 
would have the right to make suggestions for the forthcoming ‘about four fect of water in the pump well, with a strong 
programme. lint to port; ot one boat over, but stove the other, and as all 
' Mr. Walter replied that the committee would be only too | hands could not leave in one boat we hauled up the one that 
happy to receive any : it had always been tho desire of the old | was sound, to tuke the two men out who were keeping her 
Committee that members should hand in proposals aud sugges- | cleac of the ship's side, and in doing this steve her ulso. We 
tions, but asarule they were rather backward in doing s-.| again started the pumps to try aud keep ber up till the follow- 

Mr. Durant said that it seemed to him a good idea to huld a]ing morning. At daylight on the 15th, sight-d land on the 
general meeting of the Club, to receivo any suggestions. port quarter, and about an hour later saw land all along under 

Mr. Walter considered that this had better be left to the|our lee. At ons p.m. we decided to ruu bor ashore, there being 
Committee, who would, as he had before stated, be glad to | over six feet of water in the pumps’ well. Pather before the 
receive them. wind, which was about E. N. E., and stood for tho shore, and 

Mr. Durant said that his own experience impressed him with | struck at about 4 p.m., the sea making clean breachos over 
the idea that the Committee invariably rejected any propositions] her. As no a-sistancs come fron the shore, the second-mate 
made by the ordinary members. and cabin boy then attempted to land on a raft ; the second- 

Ar. Kingdom suggested that the ordinary members could} mate arrived safe on shore, but the cabin-boy, a German 
hold a meeting to consider suggestions and send in the result-of|Iad named H. Ellerman, was washed off the raft and 


their deliberations lo the Committe. drowned. Next morning (16th) at day-light we got over 
Mr. Durant said he felt sure that they would fully appreciate} the only romaining boat, in which Captain Jocelyn, his 
Mr. Kingdon’s kinduess. wife and daughter, with four men, lauded, taking a line 
The meeting then terminated. with them. I thon constructed a smull ruft, made it fast to 


eh : the line from the shore, took the rest of the crew, and we wore 
The following = the finding — — palled ashore through the surf by the natives. Made several 
at Hongkong, on the stranding of H. M.S. Jron Duke :— attempts afterwards to save provisious from the ship, in one of 


The court is of opinion that the charge is proved against | Jhich one of the seamen, a Swede called George, was drowned ; 
° 2 
— —— —— int — all attempts were ineffectual. Four men then started up the 
| jdering the uncertainty of the tides and the ——— coast to try and obtain assistance, but the next day only two 
dangers south of Okisiri; that the instractions concerning — merase ee — — 
te obtaining of sonndings by deep-sea leed had not been river, in doing which one, A. W. Courtney, a native of Dublin, 
was drowned ; the other, Victor Wisell, succeeded in getting 


sufficiently attended to, as well as the non-attendance on P 
Jeck at J earlier period of the captain and staff-com- across, but could not get back again; he has not been seen 


mander; that on the discovery having been made by the |=" I then decided to — for Funang overland. Having 
officer of the watch that the ship was out of position, he did obtained a guide and two soldiers from the Rajah, I started on 
not at once call the captain; and that the speed was not reduced | the 25th November, and reached Singorah on the 30th, whence 
aud more decided efforts made to get soundings. And the |! Proceeded to Penang, arriving there on Sunday, the 5th 
court doth therefore adjudge the said Captain Cleveland to be | December, and at Singapore on the 8th. 
reprimanded and admonished to be more careful in fatnre, the] We see by the home papers it is stated that the total ex- 
aaid Staff-Commander James to ba severely reprimanded, and} jones of the Nordenskjéld expedition with the Vega amount, in 
the said Lieutenant Clarke to be reprimanded and admionishet | ond sum, to 400,000 crowns, or about £25,000, of which the 
to be more careful in future. King of Sweden, the Russian banker A. Sitiriakoff, and Mr. 
The Singapore Times says :—A telegram received on the 6th Dickson, have each paid alout £7,000, the balance having been 
inst. by Major Studer, U.S. Consal, from the Penang Consular paid by the Swedish Exchequer. MM. Nordenskjold = engaged 
Agent, announces the arrival there of the chicf mate of the} '™ writing the history of his discovery, which will be published 
American burqde Coriaga, who reports the lors of that v-ssel simultaneously iu England, Frauce, Russia, Italy, and Germany. 
near Ratani, and that Captain Jocelyn, with his wife and The Shanghai Courier says:—“ Iu reference toa subject of 
daughter, aud the crew, were at Patani, whence the mate had | considerable interest to all who attempt to understand and 
proceeded overland to Quedah and thence to Penang for xs | follow Chiuese politics, we may mention that thu following 
sistance. Immediately on receipt of the t-legram, Major | cbservatious lavo beeu furnished to us from a thorouglily 
Studer set nbout obtaiuing assistance for the shipwrecked crew | trustworthy aud well-informed source. Iu the selection of the 
and, fortunately, was able to commuuicato with the steamship | pressut Emperor the Chinese seem generally to think that 
Konysee, then about to leave the harbour for Bangkok. Captain undue influence was employed. They consider that the 
Uldall readily promised to endeavour to communicate with | Empresses Dowager, in order that they might enjoy another 
Patani on his upward voyage, and, if succeasful, to take them | term of supreme power, chose for a successor to the throne a 
on board. The Coringa is a barque of nearly 800 tons, aud left | cousin to Tung chi. Iu making Kwang Sa the adopted son of 
this port on the Gth October for Bangkok under a charter to| Hien Fuuy the only coursc possible under the circumstauces 
convey rice from that port to Samarang or Sourabaya. was pursued ; being cousin to Tuug Chi, and consequently ove 
Mr. P. W. Weeks, chief mate of the American barque| of the same generation, he could not, according to Chinese law, 
Coringa, who arrived in Siagapore from Penaig on the 7th | have been made his adopied son. Had there been chosen for 
inst. in the stuamer Lorne, gives the following particulars of | Emperor one of a luter generation, the case would have 
the loas of that vessel :— - been different, and it would uot have been possible to 
The Coringa left Bangkok on the 11th November, with; make him the adopted son to Tung Chi; but then ho 
strong N. E. wind ; all went well until the 13th, when it blew aj would have also become son to the young Empress, wife 
strong yale all day from N.E. In the second dog-watch we} to Tang Chi, who would then, uccording to Chinese 
found that «he was making more water than usual, and im | usage, bave x.cpped into the pusition of Empress Regent, 
mediately set all hands on the two pumps, but could not get; putting an eud, of course, to the power of the two wives of 
them to “suck.” At midnight commenced throwing cargo| Hien Fung. The suicide of the young Empress, shortly after 
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her husband's death, is attributed by many to chagrin at being 
relegated to obscurity. It is doubtful whether the present 
Emperor can modify the succession documents so far ng to 
change his own adopted parentage ; what he mightdo would be 
to give one of his own sons as a child of adoption to his prede- 
cessor. Considering, therefore, that in Chinn descendants muy 
be had at will, and, even long after death, in accordance with 
the system of aduption, it is very improbable that the remains 
of the late Emperor will be allowed to romain in permanent 
neglect for want of some onw to offer filial sacrifis to them.” 


In a lately published bok, says tho St. James's Guzztte 
written by Rear-Admiral Werner, of the German Navy, a 
strange story is told of the way in which many years ago, in 
1836, a French man-of-war went down with all hands on board 
in West Indiau waters. Theship had been in eommiasion for 
two years on the Antilles station, and during the whole of the 
time her captain, who is described as un incarnation of cruel! ys 
had exercised his ingenuity in tormenting in every possitils way 
both the officers and men of his crew. So well had he auccert- 
ed that the lives of all on board had been rend:-red a burden to 
them, while the captain himself was hated with an intensity of 
which proof was soun to be given. Orders at length cawe for 
the ship toreturn home. Not long after the anchor had heen 
Weighed it became evident that a heavy squall was coming 
down on the ship, and the captain directed the officer of the 
watch to shorten suil. The orders wore given, but net a man 
moved. Agaiu the orders were rep-ated, this time by the cap- 
tain himself; but still not a man moved. ‘That is matiuy,”’ 
cried the captain, and then a hundred woices answered, “ We 
will not shorten sail.” In vain the terrified captain appealed to 
the officers to support him. They stood silent, and neither 
threats nor promises availed to make man or officer move, save 
only a few who were noted as spies and favourites of the cap- 
tain. A few minutes more and the squall struck the ship. In 
a moment the vessel was thrown upon her beam-ends. “Cut 
away the masts!” shouted the captain; but still not a man 
moved. In another minute, however. the rigging carried away, 
the masts went by the board, ani, thus relieved, the ship rizht- 
ed herself. Then the long-suppressed rage of the crew broke 
forth, and rushing aft, they seized the captain. A few minutes 
more and he would have followed the rigging, but the first 
lieutenant guing below, opened the door of the magazine and 
fired his pistol into it. There was aloud report, and the ship 
was no more. An hour afterwards an American vessel passing 
over the sput picked up one of the crew, who tuld the story of 
what had happened, aud died shortly afterwards. 


From the Pall Mall Budget of November 12th last, we take 
the following detuils respecting the late eurthquake in Southern 
Austria.—The centre of the earthquake wasin Agram, where 500 
houses were partinlly destroyed. Tho cathedral and two chur- 
ches, it is stated, will have to pulled down. The tower of the 
Convent church lias moved three inches from its place. The 
university, the military commander's palace, the new Savings 
Bank, tho synagogue, where six minutes Inter a marriage would 
have been celebrated, the tobacco manufactory, and the 
prison were all damaged. Scarcely a house in the city 
is said to have escaped damage, aud the losses are estimat- 
ed at 3,000,000 florins. The casualties hitherto officially 
ascertained are threc dead, five severely nud eighteen more 
slightly woruded : but itis not yet possible to aay whether more 
may not be buried under the ruins. A general panic suized the 
population, and each successive shock, though weaker than the 
last, gave fresh impulse to it. The shuck extended over a large 
area, From Laibach, Marburg, Klagenfurt, Kanizsa, Serajevo, 
Derwent, Brod, Pula, Trieste, Cilli, and the region of the River 
Drave news has been received of more or less severe shocks 
about the time of the first great shock in Agram. The exrth- 
quake was aleo felt in both Vionua and Pesth, but vory slightly. 
The direction of the motion was everywhoro the same, from 
north-east to south-sonth-west. The Danube appears to 
havo been its northern and castern limit in Hungary. From 
almost every district on the right bank of the Danubo there is 
news of a greater or less disturbance, with more or loss damage 
doue ; while from the other side there is no such intelligence 
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from a single place. The Daily News correspondent at Vienna 
says:—“A later telegram announces that five fresh shocks 
were experienced laxt (Tuesday) night. A church dome fell, 
and the archbishop's palace is in auch a state that it cannot be 
occupied without danger. Yesterday there wan a as explosion 
in on of the hous-s, and six peraons were injared, one, a child, 
severely. The Emperor hax sent 10,000 gulden to Agram 
from his privy purse in his own and the Empress’ name.” 


Professor Pinzzi Smith (says the 4 lbany Law Journal) the 
celebrated astronomer and discoverer of the true in wardness of 
the Great Pyramid, has invented a m-thod of criminal punish- 
ment, co »mbining efficiency with cconomy, which will commend 
iteclf to sta'osmn. He says :—‘ Dr. Tanner's mole of fasting 
furnishes us with the identical arm which the law hax so long 
been in want of, vraupt, xalubrious, and mentally improving— 
viz., starvatin from everythin, but cold wat+r for a period of 
one, two, or any number of dtys under forty. The thing can 
lw put in force instantly an! everywhere, and then behold the 
result! Tho pr-sent continually increasing exponse of prisuns 
to the community would be cut dowa to generally throe daya, 
in place of three years; while the hitherto to» well-fed vaga- 
bonds would be returned to sciety in a purer s:ate of physical 
constitution, with alively preseutiment, enforced by Nature 
hers-lf, that they must work honestly in futare if they would 
ent.” On this the Loudon Law Times :emarks:—'The only 
weak point in the system appears to be the abeence of anything 
corresponding to hard labour in aggravated crimes, and this 
tnigl.t be supplied by a judicial direction to the gauler to hold 
at the key-hole of the orll-dour, during certain specified hours, a 
savory dish, the odour of which will perva:le the cell. The 
nature of the dixh should be varied in proportion to the serious- 
ness of the crime and the tastes of the criminal. Offenders of 
of the deepest dye should starve amid the occasional fumes of 
roast gonse, aud Scottish criminals should suffer in the midst of 
an atmosphere of haggis.’ Carrying out this idea, an odour of 
apple pie should tantalize the Yankee, the Southerner should be 
made to smell of hog and hominy, while the native of the Western 
plains sbould snuff the scent of buffalo or grizzly steak. Would 
not this be an effective treatment fur tramps? We should not 
like to live in a country coutrolled by Carlyle, Ruskin, and 
Professor Piazg: Pyramid Smith. 


Why (writes a correspoudent toS¢. James's Budye!) do we still 
press our finger on a little seal of red wax or sometimes a wafer 
when we deliver any document as our act and deed? Thisisa 
question to which there may be some obvious legal answer not 
understanded of laymen. But two replics suggest themselves 
quite plausibly, in the abeence of knowledge, to the student of 
anthropology. Thetach may have beeu magical in origin, 
like the touching of a live bear's head when an Ostiak takes an 
oath ; the touching of relics wheu a mediseval person swore ; 
the touching of ould iron by which Scotch children ratify bar-. 
gains. Or there may be another cxplanation. Was the wax 
onoe touched when hot, and did it carry the impression of the 
marks in the skia of the finger-tipe? No two people have these 
exactly alike. Ale. Faulds, in a paper published by Nature, 
gives the result of scientific studies of fiuger-tips. He has 
found them give the must irrefutable evidence of the guilt of 
a thief who had left greasy impressions on a bottle of 
spirits, In another caso the marks of the fingertips gave. 
negative evidence, and proved that a certain suspected per- 
sen was not the one who had climbed a white wall and 
left sooty impressions on the top. The Chineso take the 
impressions of the finger-tips of criminals as we take photo- 
graphs of prisoners. Thus it seems possible enough, « priori, 
that the touching uf the warm wax once left the most iuimit- 
able sort of seal. In any case, the use of fiuger-tip marks in 
criminal investigations must be most useful to novelists who 
have exhausted the ordinary methods of investigations. 


’ While in England we are content to utilize an old sailiug 
line-of-batile ship as the chief gunnery ship of our navy, the 
Germans, recognizing the supreme importance of rendering the 
sailor as expert and proficient a gunner as possible, have lately 
built an iron ship for the special purpose of service as au 
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artillery training-v-esel. The new ship, the Afars, is now com- 
pleted. She is a vessel of 3,333 tons displacement, 260 ft. long 
aud 49 ft. wide ; having, besides the upper deck, a battery and 
a middle deck. In the battery ure placed a long 21-centimetre 
gun, two short 24-centimetre, two long and two short 15-centi- 
metre, and two short 17-centimetre guns, besides two short 15- 
centimetre ring guns ; while seven guns, among which are two 
15-centimetre mantlet pieces, aro mounted un the upper deck. 
T'wo revolving turreta, in each of which two 15-centimetre ring 
guns are placed, lave also been fitted on board the Mars, while 
four 8-centimetre steel guns, a 4-centimetre balloon gun, and a 
number of other small pieces are provided for boat practice, 
and so forth. Two torpedo guns and two of tho “ revulver- 
cannon” lately adopted in the German service are also to be 
added to the armament of the ship, which will thus be ad- 
mirable equipped for the purpose for which she has been 
desigued and built. Her standing complement will comprise 
216 officers and men; but, in addition to these, 350 men will be 
taken on board during the exercising season. The engiues of 
tho Renown, the wooden vewsel which up to the present has 
served as the artillery ship of the German navy, have been 
placed in the Afurs, some slight altoraiions having been nade 
in them which will render them ca:able of developing 2,400 
indicated horse-power.—St. James's Burdyet. 


A late number of the Pali Mall Budget is responsible for the 
following :—" A new order hax been issued by the Commission- 
er of Police, to the effect that all persons found “drunk and 
incapable” in a public thoroughfare are to be locked up and 
released when sober, their own recoguisances being taken for 
their appearance before a magistrate. In cases where the per- 
sons charged fail to nppear before the magistrate the matter is 
to be reported to the Commissioner, whio will then decide what 
course is to be adopted ” 

A most extraordinary accident has happened at a dynamite 
factory in Uri, Switserland. Two workmen were breaking 
some frozen fragmonts of dynamite from the sides of a vessel 
when the substance exploded, blowing one man into the lake, 
where he was drowned, aud throwing the shatvered budy of the 
other so far that no part of it can be found. 
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LONDON LETTER. 


Public affairs both in this country and Eu are, I am so 
to say siill in the state of chaos whet has bosoms their tioemel 
conditiou. There is no doubt a clue to it somewhere, probably 
locked up in the breast of one or two of those “ Novereigns and 
Statemen ” by whom Lord Beacon«field said the world at large 
was ruled, but the world is conscious only of more or less co- 

herent passion and forment, tending ono knows not whither. 
The force of United Europe has been for mouths applied to 
one rotten old state t compel the cession of one miserable town 
inbahited by semi-barbarians under Turkish rule, to another 
eet of eemi-barbarians who are under Russian vassalage, and 
though the credit of the Great Powers, wore especially England 
is pledged to the sccomplishment of this object, its achievement 
secms no nearer than when the ultimatum wns sent to the 
Porte some wonths ago. And the reason is plain. The ‘lurk 
has been too astute for United Europe. He perceived that 
-Uniked Europe would bark, but not bite, and United Europe 
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hus be;un to reflect that it would have betier preserved its dig- 
nity and its influence for geod in the future bad it abstained 
‘from this parudo which is full of sound and fury, signifying 
nothing. ‘he “ Concert of Europe,” so long as it remained one 
of those empty pluses out of which sha.low-brained politi- 
cians create idols for their worship, or priticiples for their 
guidance, was as useful ax any of the sham wooden guns 
which the Chinese used to mount on their forts to strike terror 
into their assailants. But the «attempt to give bodily 
shape and concrete physical attributes to an airy figment of tho 
brain is nppropriate only to allegorical — or histrionio 
display of an antique type. The Concert of Europe does not 
bear the light of common day, and its strongest advocates seem 
now content with the negative result, that if the Coucert—with 
a big O always—iloes not act, at least it prevents individual 
powers from acting independently. This is Mc. Morley’s last 
deliverance on the subject in the November Fortnightly Reviero. 
So far, he says, from Miuisters claiming Omnipoience for the 
European Cuncert all they did was to “ pledge themselves to 
take no action at all uuless it was taken in common with the 
other Powers.” Clearly if that is all the habbub comes to the 
Tories might as well havo been left to drift down the stream 
of events, fereven Mr. Morley, ardeut theuretical Radical as 
he is, betrays some alarm that the stirring up to passion that 
las taken place may lead to disastrous consequences. “ The 
dangers” he says, “which lie in the path vf the peace of 
Euro) are mauy and great.” This is a grave admission from 
our who bas so closely identified himself with the-pulicy of the 
preseut Euglish Government, and it recalls ominivusly the 
mysterious allusions in the Manifeste with which Lord Boa- 
cousfield broke up his last liament. Two questions he 
intimated would have to be decided by the votes of the con- 
stituencies ; one was whether those influences would be allowed 
free xcups which would bring the Peace of Europe into jeo- 
pardy. The country laughed this warning to scorn, treating it 
as it if were tlas» of fireworks ora y tw friguten little clild- 
ren into good behaviour. Is it poesiule that in so short a time 
Lord Beaconsficld’s political opponents are cbrunicling passing 
events in the very words of his prediction ? 

And the second point in Lo:d Beaconsfield’s Manifests was 
Ireland. There were forces at work be said leading to 
anarchy and the dismemberment of the Empire, and he 
challenged the electors to declare by their votes whether 
they would have these forces encouraged or repressed. ‘I'he 
constituencies recked nothing of this. It was even more 
of a rhetorical flourish than the other. I confess I was of 
this opinion myself. But the occurrences since in Ireland 
cast a different light on the prognostication. Mr. Morley's 
November article, like Lord Beacousfield’s March lutter, consists 
of two parts only, foreign affairs and Ireland. He is unable to 


ignore the gravity of the situation in either case; but with 
rexard to Ireland he holds d-cided and very extreme views, 


which it is intereeting to see dressed in the pulished and re- 
served language of a man of letters. Whether Mr. Morley ap- 
proves or disapprovesof the murder of land-ngents and the 
maiming of catile cannot be gathered fr.m any expression in 
his article. He bus not a werd of blame for the axuueeins, the 
severest thing he hus t» say uf them being this “ It might in- 
dee! be quentioued whether the acts of vielenco—asnassiuation 
incluiled—provoked by tue land laws [not committ-d by the 
ple, be it ..baerved] have teen more numerous this year in 
reluud than similar outrayes provoked by the game laws 
have often before now been in England.” Mr. Morley here 
gives an intersting pxycholugical exhibition of himself. He is 
mure candid than mst men and sincerely desirous of b-ing 
Just, tut by a long course of lovking at certain questions 
through the same medium, he comes at lest to have certain fixed 
views on the subject which are purely subjective, but which 
usurp in his mind the place of objective truths. Many years 
ag» no doubt Mr. Morley, like Mr. Bright and Mr. Gladstone, 
came to the conclusion that the Lund laws in Ireland were bad. 
That discovery, made in their own libraries, becomes thence- 
forth the master key to all Iri-h questions, 80 that at last 
when the most shameful aud cowardly crimes ure committed in 


 .J that coautry, it is necessarily the Laud laws and not the crimi- 


nals who are to blame This way of deuling with «abstract 
ideas and not with uctual facta, though 80 — now-a-days 
awong English stateamen, is not usually admitted by them. 
They guide themselves by the abstractions but cuok the facts in- 
to correspondence therewith. But Mr. Morley's essential honesty 
lets this cut out of the bag also. He does not at ull urge 
on the government that they shuuld study the actual state of 
affairs in Ireland and adapt this policy thereto. His strongest 
appeals are to their own consistency. Not because this or 
that stace of things exists in Ireland is this or that measure to 
br rexurted to, but because minaters have formerly, even while 
they were yet ignotant, and confesseily so, of Lrish affairs 
suid such und such things, they must now do them. ‘Tho 
physician is not to be allowed to correct his foregone conclt- 
xious even by his own diagnosix, but if before seein the 
paticnt he has given a rash opinion that it is a case of 


— it must remain, if the patient should div for 
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“ Ministers" says Mr. Morley “had undertaken to govern 
Ireland by the agency of constitutional law, [whatever 
that muy be it is one of our cant phrases]. They had done 
what in them lay to abolish the last remnants of a state of 
seige in Ireland. Not before the law was manifestly paralysed 
and impotent could they have dared to confess that their 
forecasts were falsified.” Hence murder and _ terrorism 
are allowed to go on practically unchecked, while the govern- 
ment, pledged, as Mr. Morley snys, to govern Ireland by consti- 
tutional law, leisurely prosecutes Mr. Parnell and the Irish 
orators. And Mr. Morley himsclf bas no very high opinion of 
the practical issue of these prosecutions. ‘“ The effect ” he says 
“ will be not to terminate or even to check the utterances con- 
demned as dangerous, subversive, and revolutionary, but to 
teach those who frame thosu utterances new dexterity and cau- 
tion.” 








to reach the Lord Mayor's dinner table. To the latter class 
belong the last previous joke Mr. Gladstone uttered in public 
when he told the House of Commons, that he had read of a 
Montenegriu Commander, who offered to exchange 147 Turkish 
prisoners for 147 pigs. There is no doubt about the Montene- 
grin being a man of real humour ; the incongruity consisted in 
this incident being adduced to illustrate the heroism and the 
humanity of the men of the Black Mountains. Bat humour is 
a subtle essence, aud Mr. Gladstone's jokes are the least subtle 
of auy part of his speeches or writings. 
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PARIS LETTER. 


Paris, November 20th, 1880. 


The only remedy held out by Mr. Morley for agrarian crime — — — ———— — and —— 
in Ireland is « Land bill, which will give to Irishmen all they |to come to the frout ‘5 ‘couilat: the republicans : it laments 
want. Bat what the y want is distinctly the property of their also, that the royalists love their ease at their rae too much, 
neighbours, with which desire Mr. Morley plainly sympathizes. prefer leaving the active portion of hostilities to Swies Guards, 
This is socialism in high laces, and shuw themselves only brave in the sense of carpet knights. 
__ The long looked fur 9th of November has come and gone aud That journal had organised a petition muvement against the 
Her \ajesty's Ministers have delivered their great inter-ses- | violation (alleged) of religious liberty in the case of di 

sional speeches, at the Lord Mayor's feast. As November | monks, aud upened a register, where functionaries find 
comes mid way between the prurogation and the der prea employment (superior) as a compensation fur throwing up their 
of parliament, and it is part of the unwritten law of the land | fice under the Republic, rather than continue to serve a go- 
that the new Lond Mayor of London shall inaugurate his reign | yernment which would not allow monks the exceptional favour 
accent the invitation, the occasion has for many years past been | tion staat ha Bi ‘s visits: the number of little officials who 
availed of ly the Ministers of the day 1o make un-vfficial com- |: esimned state employment Soe couseeuon eake, was relatively 
munications to the public, and the public have got into the greater, but when they demanded the recompense for their 
habit of expecting to be told something. Lord nafield | sacrifice, they were told, calculations had not been realised, and 
conferred immortality on the custom by the oracular deli-er- they must look forward to the brighter world for the 
ances he gave out on these occasiuns before, a and after | reward. All this is humorous, save for many civil schon da 
the Russo-Turkish compaigns and since the Berlin ‘I'reaty | have families to support and find no corn in Egypt 
was signed. Mr. Gladstone bas followed this lead and has ‘The confession is true and important: the so-called govern- 
spoken out with a clearness that loaves nothing to be de- ing classes are rapidly disappearing: theic Waterloo was fought 
sired regarding the position of affairs at home and abroad,+qith the retreat of —S new strata of Society, of 
His speech has given very t satisfaction to all clusses] nen who work, and save, are swamping what remains 
and will add vastly to the mier’s reputation for states-| o¢ the old guard in all the departments of the State. Parents 
manship. As regards Ireland he announced, in apparent | no longer look to employment uuder government as their Land 
contradiction to the utterances of the less responsible members| ,¢ Gushen, nor does any lad with average intelligence and 
of the Cabinet, that apart from all questious of Land Reform, pluck, dream of going down to his grave on an office stool. 
the existing law would be vindica and life and property, |" ‘The home situation is easier, because the Government has at 
— ot — ok — would be protected in — last comprehended the necessity of — business wot 
is means if physical force is required to maintain order | _: rigor. vigor. Besides, they were ti ; 

physical force will be called in; and if the Government find tre — ran : 
their — powers insufficient to keep the pence in Ireland 
they will call purliament together and ask for extraordinary 
powers, This announcement was received with loud applause at 
the banquet, and has been hail-d with rapture by the indus- 
trious and peaceable portion of the Irish peuple. 


Of the Concert of Europe, Mr. Gladstone has an equally re- 
assuring statement to make. His ardent champions iu the press 
have been urging week after weck and day after day that Mr. 
Gladstone was “pledged to the lips” to give to Greece b 
means peaceable or otherwise, a certain portion of Turki 
territory, and the public mind of the whole of Europe 
has been troubled for weeks past with an indifiniie ap- 
prehension that Mr. Gladstone would urge the Greeks to 
hostilities against Turkey and then back them up with English 
irunclads. ‘lhis dark cloud has been dispelled by Mr. Gladstone’s 
opportune announcement that the Concertof Eurupe had a 
purely negative uignificance, and that it was not the business 
of England to take on hereelf to rectify the Greek fruntier. 
Mr. Gladstone went out of his way to explain that his Exsteru 
policy was now f.llowing the lines laid down by Lord Beacons- 

Id two years ago. Indeed Mr. Gladstone may almost boast, 
with his distinguished predecessor, that he has given the coun- 
try Peace with Houour. At all events he has spared us a reli- 
gious-sentimental war in the East of Europe, and if the Irish 
anarchists have contributed in any degree toenfurce abstenti:-n 
from foreign quarrels, one must admit that in their case much 
good has come out of their evil doings. 

Mr. Gladstone caused great amusement to the Lord 
Mayor's guests by rending a telegram he had received 
from the Sultan, making a present of Dulciguo to the Lord 
Mayor, so to spexk. Who originated the joke I cannot say, 
indeed I am not quite certain whether Mr. Gladstoue intended 
it as a joke or not, but there was no mistake about the spirit 
in which the company received the communication, for thoy 
were convulsed with lnughter over it. Mr. Gladstone's humour 
is of a differont kind from Lord B.aconsfields. The lattor 
statesmen: munnges his wit as oue of his dixciplined forces, sond- 
ing it on skirmishing and ourport duty, but neyer beyond the 
reach of his buglo call. He is not only conscious of the humour 
whose gpirit he invokes, but makes a study of it, Mr. Glad- 
sloue’k humour flushes out by sudden inspiration, and often 
appears do be without a purpose. The expression of it takes 
the form of an acted charade or a plain, bald starement of some 
fact which is comical by its strangeness but plays no immediate 
part in the argument. Iu the former class may be ranked the 
dramatic arrangement of the Sultan's telegram, accurately timed 


that the clerico-monarchal party was a force to be coaxed, ra- 
ther than combated, but which the absence of national sympa- 
thy with the coalition to resist the execution of the decrees 
proved to’ be illusory. And farther, the Senate has given a 
small approving majority to the ministry, which is an important 
fact, as enabling the hope to be entertained that that — * will 
not prove itself systematically hostile to the reforms voted by the 
Chamber. The majority is still more important, as it was won 
in the teeth of Senators who have deserted the repablican flag, 
after being elected for life, by their wrapping themselves in its 
folds. 

The bill for the reform of the Judicial Bench is being well 
diacusved ; it is not what might be anticipated a “ whole or 
uous ꝰi measure ; it is merely a side transaction to enable the 
government to pension off a certain number uf Mamelakes 
sworn to die iu the odor of sores oe imperialism, and who mea- 
sure out justice, following the political leanings of the pleaders. 
That bill made law, the Republic will nearly be o'era’ the ills 
o’ life victurious, like Tam O ler. 

Within the last few days a number of ls have adopted 
the p me of writing up ML. de F inet as a coming 
man. Itis only iu the iuterests of impartial history to observe, 
that the ink can be hardly dried iu the same pens which wrote 
him down for his utter want of stateamanship in conniving 
with the unauthorised Monks to evade the Decrees. He has 
performed no remarkable feat since. Asa minister of public 
works, M. de Freycinet had no equal, but it remains to be 
tically demonstrated, if his scheme fur up the internal 
communications of the country, and above all, enlarging and 
improving many harbors not remarkable for (radiug centres, 
will pay. One part of his vast plan has tarned ont a failure— 
that of the States buying up and working all the railways. 
Enough of glory not the less remains to his credit. As a poli- 
tician, he is a failure; he will never be capable of wert Eo 
him or directing public opinion, so that it ia useless pitting him 
against Gambetta—the latter is by profession a politician, as 
de Froycinet ix an engineer. . | 

Further, they are the home questions that absorb the atten- 
tion of the uation, aud uo one can approuch Gambvtta in gaug- 
ing the requiremente of his countrymen. France apparent 
d-gires to approach the ideal of living like the mouse iu a Dat 
cheese ; hence why she will neither bark for Dulcigno, nor bite 
for Greece. Indeed she is uot unlike the work! of obeervers in 
general, who laugh at the first business aud pronounce the 
Sultan tu be au incomparable wag. She refers the Greeks to 
Byron's puetry, uot to trust for freedom to the Frauke, while 
suggesting uative swords and native ranks. France is wouder- 
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fully strong now ; her wealth is nearly unbounded, but she hus 
received such a scare in 1870-71, that hor shattered nerves are 
not yet fully restored, for the shadow of Germany still falls 


across her chamber door. 
The working men of France are holding opposition Con- 


at Havre, where the rule of “no connection with the 
ease over the way,” is faithfully observed. The workmen of 
n farmed by foreign emissaries and home 


this country have 
representatives of exploded political creeds, whose aim is sim- 
ply to draw attention by the eccentric character of their wind- 
bagism ; they commit the great error of believing the world 


has stood still in France since 1871 ; on the contrary the Gauls 


are passing, silently it is true, but not the less effectuully, 
through an important social revolution, where the uses of ad- 
versity are even acknowledged to be sweet. In 1848, the work- 
man could be caught with eloquent nothings, or dazzled with 
abstract ameliorations; but since, all tendency to political 
try has been knocked out of him: he has become a concrete 
Find of mind. And since the collapee of the Empire, he has 
in principle the form of Government which divides his 
class has a free vote, and free speech. He 
from the state the right to be as free as em- 
izing associations for work and bettering the 

condition of his guild. There are minor questions to be settled, 
but theese are peculiarly shop points. much for the Gaul 
‘Congress.+ The other is simply an assembly of individuals that 
charity compels not to view as responsible for their wild talk. 
Their perfect cure for the complicated ills of society is, to 
abolish the owners of property, since such decline to ace the 
beauty of —— giving it up; when there would be no 
landlords, there would be no rents to pay, aud the absence of 
all constituted Ecemen, would not entail taxes nor the 


e 
only demands 
ployers in organizing 


supporting of n. The proceeds of property redaced to 
chaos would placed to a common account, and the olla 
—— served out to the good, bad, and indifferent, with a 

rustean equality. The proceedings are as amusing—or 
painfal, according as the antics of insane people generally are 


viewed. 

The age of chivalry is certainly past: Ex-War Minister de 
Cissey, to rebut the es made against him, has sued five of 
the leading radical journals : instead of remaining silent, till 


Greek met Greek in open court, the journals only attack the 
the more violently, indeed so much so, that a reaction 
setting in, and many do not believe the general to be so bad 
as he has been painted. He appears to be somewhat in the 
postion of the accused, who the more he adduced proofs of his 
is innocence, the more the judge brow-beated him, till 
he exclaimed : “ Aſon. Jugé, you refuse me then the right to be 
innocent.” The “Barones” de Kaulla, the light woman who 
has drawn her paramour, the ex-minister, down with her into 
the mud, will not keept quiet; the consequence is, she is being 
positively — subjected to vivisection by Rochefort, whom 
she has indicted for slander.. Her son surpasses Rochefort, as 
he—a student half-way in his teens, warns correct people to 
avoid ‘that notorious demi-mondian bis mamma; he groans in 
spirit, that he is not of legal age to chnstise those who reflect 
on his —— Jung, and a man the most to be pitited. 

Benea all this hurly-burly there lies the besetting sin of 

n—intolerance tow opponents. Indeed the age of 
calumny is — now; antagonistamake the most reck- 
less statements, and the strangest of counsels. The courts 
commence to deal with the nuinance as summarily as they have 
towards the libidinous periodicals; a slanderer of the Home 
Minister (Constans) has been mulcted 10,000 fr. and 
costs; another editor who reminded 36 millious of Freuchmen 
that President Grévy was an excommunicated, 
be voided, has been fined 2,000 fr. and sent to 
months. 

A pleasing law case is that of the 
rested for bringing the tricolor into disrespect ; he hung the 
flag out of his garret unidow, surrounding it with bunches of 
red carrots, as favors; he declined to retire the drapeau when 
invited to do so by the police. His defence was, that his wife 
had eloped, and he took that method to inform his neighbers 
of his joy: the carrots were merely an allusion to her awfully 
fiery-furuace hair. 

Prince Roland Napoleon's marriage with Mlle. Blanc, the 
second daughter of Monaco Blanc of gambling farming notorie- 
ty, is an eveut. He was the “male” Cinderella of the Bona- 
—— happy family, penniless and disowned ; his father, Prince 

©, married # milliner, and showed in so doing his sense and 
foresight, as when the dynasty bubble burst, she was able to 
support him by her needle and scissors. The young Prince 
has now an income of twomillions frs. a year: hitherto ho had 
not two francs net, afler paying his way xs u poor infantry 
sub-lieutenant. It is but just to say, that the big guis of Bonn. 
— mustered at his wedding, to heighten his good luck. 
ty does not Paul de C ac, the Warvick of im- 
perialism, run Roland L for that abstract or unknown quantity, 
the crown of Franco? Mme. Blanc has now two princes for 
sons-in-law, and both declared to be love matches—where the 
girls sighed for princes for husbands, and the priuces, dreamed 
Of hpiresses for wives. In honor of the event also, Mme, 


and so ought to 
prison for three 


costermonger, ar- 
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original sources of information, and are caref 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 













Blanc sent 50,000 fr. to the poor of the city. One present not 
venerally known, that she it may be said puts into the wedding 
trous-ean, is the enguzement to construct a mansolemn for the 
young couple. At tle religions part of the ceremony Faure 
nang, receiving an “ honorary " fee of fr. 2,500 : this hax caused 
arow with the Municipal Council, as they had to postpone 
the execution of « prize symphuny, selected annually by public 
competition, on account of his beiug laid up with a cold. The 
Council intend to nuke him smart in the way of damages. 

Few people who read French works, but have an idea of 
Alichel Strogof, by Jules Verne: well the attractive story has 
heen dramatised in 5 acts and 10 tableaux, by the aid of that 
prince of dramatiste, M. D'Ennery: it isa spectacular piece: 
the scenery is very splendid, and will draw all young France 
during the holidays, and grown up pe-ple for certainly twelve 
months. ‘here is a good deal of music in the drama. In the 
third act, not lees than 500 people figure on the stage. 

An omnibus has upset in Paris, going down a steep street: 
the peculiarity of the accident is this, the voyagers on the 
rovf, escaped unhurt, those ins.de were dreadfully injured. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
— tions the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
y collated and 





COURT, POLITIOAL AND OFFICIAL. 
The Choya Shiabun states that on the 8rd instant His 


Majesty the Emperor performed the official ceremonies con- 
nected with re-opening the political administration, in the 
Imperial Palace. On the conclusion of this he visited the 
Council of State, where the Prime Ministers, Privy Councillors 
and Ministers of the various Departments were presented in 
audience. After this His Majesty returned to the Imperial 
Palace, whence, accompanied by Her Majesty the Empress, He 
proceeded to the Awoyama Pulace. 


On New Year's Day, all the officials of the first three grades, 


with their wives, were presented in audience to Their Majesties - 
the Emperor and Empress. After this, a presentation of the 
Foreign Representatives, with their wives, followed. 


A local native journal informs its readers that great 


changes are contemplated among the present local Goveruors. 


Mr. Makimura, Governor of Kioto, has been summoned to To- 
kio, and the Governors of Sakai, Shizuoka and Oita are all to 
be transferred to other prefectures. 

The Afainichi Shinbun says there is a report that the Japanese 


Government have received information that Sir Harry Parkes, 


the British Miuinter to Japan, will leave England for his post 
at the end of this month. 

The sams paper informs us that in consequence of the ap- 
proaching departure of H. LH. Prince Arisugawa Takebito 
the younger fur England, to complete his education, he is to be 
presented to Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress in a 
few days, at a farewell interview. He will then receive 
a court dress and sword, us is customary whenever a Prince 
of the Blood gues ubroad. 

A vernacular Journal states that His Excellency Ho Ju Chang, 
the Chinese Minister, is shortly to retarn to China, in compliance 
with instructions received from his own government, The 
journal we quote adds, with the usual reserve, that some say 
this is imply because his term of office has expired, while others 
assert that it isin consequence of the two Empresses not having 
approved of the d.cument forwarded by the fully authorized 
committee of Japan aud Obina, on the amicable conclusion of 
the Looch»o question. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that His Imperial Highness 
the young Prince Haru-no-Biya will be presented to His 
os about the 13th instant fur the New Year's congratula- 

ions. 

The Woods and Forests Bureau of the Home Department is, 
we read in a verna-ular paper, about to examine all tho woods 
and forests in Government poxeession throughout the whole 
country, and officials are to be despatched for this purpose to 
the prefectures uf Miyagi, Awomori, Akita, Kayushima, and 
Fukuoka. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that on his departure for Corea, 
Minister Hanabusa tovk with him several staud of rifles, asa 
present from the Japanese Government tu that of Coren. 
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We read in the JTuchi Shinbun that the new penal code is to 
come into force iu the month of April next. The introduction 
of the new code for the administration of justice is, however, 
postponed for the preswunt. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

We uotice a native same paper thut the formal re-opening of 
the Naval Department will take place on the 10th iustant. 
Cannon pfactice is to be commenced along the Eastern Coast 
from that date. 

We learn that the War Department was formally re- 








MISCELLANEOUS. 

.The bth instant being the native festival known as the 
Shinnen-yenkwai, all the Government offices were closed * 
none of the native papers appeared. 

The Mochi Shinbun says that in the terrible fire at Tokio, on 
the 30th ultimo twenty one streets, containing no less than 
2,329 houses, were destroyed. 

According to a untive contemporary the number of ships 
which atrived in Yokuvhama daring the past year is as fol- | 
lows :— 

























opened on the 8th instant, and that all the Military officers and Foreign — wee ote wee wee wee ane J 
steamers... ... — “ous 
cadets at present in Tokio have assembled on the Hibiya parade ‘ sailing ships | -. 146 


ground on that day, to be reviewed. Similar inspections 
were held at all the garrisons stationed in variovs parts of the 
Empire. 

We learn from a vernacular paper, that on the 5th instant a 
banquet was given at the office of the Eastern Admiralty, at six 
o'clock in the evening, in honour of the New Year. Hie Excel- 
léncy Admiral Enomoto, Minister of the Navy, presided, attend- 
ed by Rear Admirals Maki and Akamateu. All the Foreign 
Consuls, aud the Commanders of the various Japanese men-of- 
war in harbour were invited, and the naval band played a 
selection of music dnring the evening. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that the War Department is 
going to compile a new map of Japan, for which purpuse a 
number of officers and non-commissioned officers from the 
Staff Office have already been despatched to the prefectare of 
Obiba, for the purpose of taking surveys. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A nativs paper from which we take the above states that 
the revenue of the Yokohama Custom House for the year 1880 
amounted to 1,895,587.78 yen. 

We gather from native sources that in Yokohama the present 
price of silk is the same as it was last year, but that since the 
beginning of this month the market has been very active. On 
the 8rd and 4th instant, no leas than 1,013 bales changed hands. 

That Yesso is gradually advancing is proved by the following 
extract which we take from a native contemporary :—“ Mr. 
Niki Hidekiohi, a Shisoku of the Tokushima prvfectare, has 
in company with several others of his own class, been engaged 
successfally in indigo planting and recently about forty families 
of these Shisoku ewigrated from Tukushima to Sapporo, Yesso 
where they turned their experience to the industry they had 
been practising :in their own prefecture. The soil proved 

particularly. adapted to their requirements and the enterprise 
‘was a great success. On receipt of news to this effect, Mr. Niki 
Hidekichi. went at once to Sapporo to see for himvelf, and was 
a0 satiafied that:on his return he held an interview with his ex- 
lord Hachisuka, at Tokio, who was much pleased at the good 
‘tidings, and advanced:'a sum of mocey towards the necessary 
capital. ‘About two hundred families intend leaving for 
Sapporo, to start ‘indigo plantations, in the middle of the 


J —— — cig mails, steamers 1,995 
pe... . — 


Total ... 41488 

We notice in a vernacular paper that about half-a-dosen 
seamen, belonging to ono of the men-of-war now lying in the 
Yokosuka harbour, baving raised a great disturbance while iu a 
house of illfame on Sunday last, some police were sent to arrest 
them. A number of their comrades thereupon came to their 
assistance and attacked the police: several on both sides were 
wounded, and as it seemed impossible to bring the riot toa 
termination, a telegram was sent to Yokohama, in accordance 
with the demands of which Pulice Sergeant Sano left for Yoko- 
suka in a special steamer, with seventy men, and the dis- 
turbance was quickly quelled as the rioters offered the police 
no resistance. 

A native paper says that the wheels of the railway trains 
now running between Shiubashi and Yokohama are to be en- 
larged by eight inches, in order to enable them to run between 
the respective places in fifty miuutes. 

H. R. H. Tog Doxe or Genoa. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Genoa will return home about the beginning of next 
month. 

According to the Choya Shinbun the late Mr. Sameshima, 
during his residence in Paris as Minister to France, won the 
admiration of many of his French: friends, and that of the pub- 
lic in general also by his work the “ Diplomatist’s Guide.” In 
1873, when there was a social scicnce congress in Paris, Mr. 
Sameshima gxve a lecture on the general condition of Asia, 
which lasted fifteen days (?) and which gained him great 
kudos, and and popularity. The lecture consisted of between 
two or three hundred very closely written pages, and had 
never been seen before except by a very few of his most 
intimate friends. 

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


TOKEI AND YokoHaMa SECTION. - 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
2nd January, 1881 














present month.” Passengers, parcels, &c. .............e0000 Yen 8,806.76 
One of the native journals states that about twenty of the Merchandise, &. .........00000. eccccecsceee gp 1, 1 85.89 
wealthier merchants of Kobe have established a company under | 
the name of the “Kobe Tea Company.” Their object is to a — 18. nee vireo 
- export tea direct to New York, and theu to eell it extensively ding week last 
throughout the.whole of the United States. Passe ios — Ten 7,691.71 
We read in the same paper that as there are only a few Merchandise, &C............-.cccecscseeee a. ae, 
horses, and those of inferior quality, in the Loochoo Islands, the 
Board of Agriculture has seut a number of good horses there Total..........ccccererers eo. Yon 8,726.57 
for breeding purposes. Miles open 18. 
The same journal says that the Militia of Yesso are to be 
instructed in breeding silk-worms: instructors will be sent TELEGRAMS. 


there from the Yamagata prefecture for that purpose. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that the printing of the new one 
yen paper money, to replace those that are now in circulation, is 
almost completed. New five yen will shortly be commenced, 
while the printing of paper ten yen is uow under cousideration. 

The Sumida Maru brought the sum of 5,800 yen in gold and 
1,250 yen in silver, for the Finance Department, from Kobe on 
the 4th inetant. 

The capital of the ‘Tokio Tramway Company is to be 400,000 


yen. A native contemporary says that this amount is nearly 
all subscribed. 


London, 2nd December.—The British Government has 
proposed to the Powers whose ships formed of the 
naval demonstration before Dulcigno that the fleet should 
not yet be dispersed, and that the European — should 
be maintained in order that the remainiug stipulations of 
the treaty of Berlin should be carried out. 

London, 2ud Decomber.—A further reinforcement of 500 
marines has been ordered to Ireland. 

‘The City of London Corporation bas resolved to present 
General Roberts with the Freedom of the City and a sword 
of honour. 


Google 


14 THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan. 8, 1881. 


— — — 








— 











Teberan, 1st December.—In consequence of the Persian 
Government baving demanded that the Porte should punish 
Sheik Abdallah, a force of Turkish troops las been de- 
spatched to the Persian froutier. 

St. Petersburg, Ist December.—The Russian Govern- 
ment has under consideration the conversion of Batouw iuto 
a free port. 

St. Petersburg, 2nd December.—Negotiations which 
have been ordered on (7) respecting Kuldja have failed to 
remove the difficulty in connection therewith, aud farther 
concessions will be necessary cither on the part of Russia 
or China iu order to ensuro a penceful settlement of the 
question at issue. 

Loudon, 3ril December.—Owing to the carly mecting of 
Parliament Mr. Parnell has made application to Govern- 
ment to postpone the trial of himself and colleagues. It is 
proposed by Irish sympathisers in America to send Ameri- 
can lawyers across to Dublin to defend the leaguers. Latest 
nocouuts from the west of Ireland state that outrages are 
daily increasing. Russia has xccopted the proposal made 
by the British Government respecting the international 
fleet, but Austria has rejectod it. 

_ Constantiuople, 3rd December.—The. Albanian league 
has been dissolved. 

A special commission has been appointed by the Turkish 
Government, composed of the Grand Vizier, the Minister 
of the Interior, the Minister of Foreign Affars, and the 
Minister of War, to devise rigorous measures nyainst the 
Kardish insurrectionists. 

London, 4th December.—Mr. Parnell’s application to 
the Government to postpone the trial of the Land Leaguers 
has been rofused. 

The combined fivet lately assembled in the Adriatic, will 
disperse to-lay : the British portion proceeds to Malta. 

The Daily News publishes a telegram from its special 
correspondent, stating that six thousand Russian troops 
have arrived at Nakl-chioan, on the Persian frontier. 

Teheran, 4th December.—News has been recieved here 
that the Kurdish Chief Obeidullnh has defeated the Per- 
sian troops, inflicting heavy luss and capturing several 
guna, and that he is now threatening Urumiah. 

Washington, 5th December.—President Hayes, ina mes- 
sage to Congress, recommends the conversion of five and six 
per cent bonds into three and three and half per cent bonds. 

Owing to tho extreme severity of the weathor, ships con- 
— five million bushels of grain are ice-bound in Lake 

London, 6th December.—An enormous and enthusiastic 
meeting of Laud Leaguers was held at Waterford yester- 
day. Mr. Parnell made a long address to the meeting, in 
which he accused the Government of conspiracy against the 
rights of Ireland. : 

Berlin, 6th December.—An order for a formidable iron- 
clad has beeu received by a shipbuilding firm at Stettin 
from the Chinese Government. 

St. Petersburg, 6th December—News has reachod here 
that Northern Afghanistan is in an unsettled condition, in 
cousequence of the dopredations of Merv Turkomans, who 
are plundering villages and caravans. 

Washington, 6th December.—The Secretary of the 
United States treasury recommends either the suspension 

_ Of coinage of silver dollars, or that the silver dollars should 
be made equivalent in value to tho gold dollar. 

President Hayes has suggested that General Grant 
should be appointed to the chief commaud of the American 


ye 

Teheran, 6th December.—The Kurds have attacked a 
party of Persian pilgrims returning from Mecca, killing and 
wounding 500. 

London, 7th December.—Mr. Parnell has been presented 
with the freedom of the city of Waterford. 

' Obituary—Sir James W. Culvile. 

Allahabad, 7th December.—‘The Viceroy was nttacked 
with fever at Bombay, but, recovering, started for Calcutta 
ou the Sth. He had a relapse yesterday and halted hore 
unexpectedly this afternoon. “There was no demonstration, 
at his special request. Enrl de Grey, who left Allahabad 
this morning for Dehra, has been recalled to Calcutta, and 
the reception programme is postpoued indefinitely. 

-.. Loudon, 8th December.—A serious rivt has occurred nt 
- Brook bh, County Fermanagh, owing to the authorities 
having prohibited an inteuded meeting of the Land Leaguers. 
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The Riot Act was read and eventually the rioters were 
dispersed by the Dragoons and the Police who were called 


out. 
INDIAN NEWS. 


Kandahar, 26th November.—General Phayre, in taking 
leave of the Second Division, tendered his acknowledye- 
ments to all ranks for the prompt and efficient sapport which 
he has invariably received from them since the organizn- 
tion of the division in August last. It bas afforded him 
sincere pleasure to bring specially to the notice of His Excel- 
leney the Commander-in-Chief tho admirable energy aud 
zeal which actuated all during the trying and memorable 
march from Sibi to Kandahar for the rolief of the garrison 
in direct codperation with the Kabul-Kandahar column 
under Sir F. Roberts. Although the divixion was not 
fortunate enongh to arrive at Kandahar in time to participate 
in the glorious victory of the Ist September, yet. the General 
believes he may quote from the Viceroy’s spoech on parade 
at Lahore on the 18th instant the following pnssaye, as 
applicable to the Sibi-Kandahar linc of communication 
equally with others :— But, sir, if we recall with pride 
these gallant and stirring deods of war and victory, there 
have been other incidents in these operations which we 
cannot in justice overlook. We cannot forget the services 
which have been rendered by those officers and regiments 
who were set to guard the lines of communications, and I 
hold, as I have already had occasion in this country to 
state, that our gratitude is equally due‘to thuse who per- 
formed that duty with such unvarying patience and such 
firmness in difficulties and trials quite as great nas those 
which were undergone by their comrades who had the bet- 
ter fortune to be engaged in the front.” Let these words, 
remarks General Phuyre, from the highest authority in 
India, convey to all ranks the assurance that their dis- 
tinguished services on the oceasion under reference are 
recognized and appeciated. There is no news of importance. 
Ayoub’s troables at Hernt are increasing. Here the peo- 
ple are settling down to the belief that tho British are in 
treaty with him, and the fact that more land is being brought 
under caltivation shows that hostilities are not anticipated, 
during the winter months at least. Tho cold weather has 
now thoroughly set in. 

Rawal Pindi, 30th November.—The recently-opened rail- 
way line to Rawal Pindi has been the scene of three acci- 
dents within the last two days. The goods train leaving 
Pindi on Sunday morning de-railed one mile out of the sta- 
tion. The engine and several waggons rolled down the 
embankment, and the guard was severely injared, the eu- 
gine, tender and waggons being greatly damaged. This 
morning, Tuesday, the goods train to Pindi came to grief. 
The engine got safely across the Piudi ice-pits ; but the 
waggons went off the rails and fell over the bridge. This 
bridge is one ot three spans and of great height. Tho gird- 
ors are torn off and the piers damaged: The waggons and 
goods are smashed to picces, but no lives are lost. = To-day 
in the Bakrala cutting, near Ratial, the passenger train had 
fA narrow escape. A great portion of the embankment full 
iu, blocking the line. The mixed traiu due at Piudi at 4 
pm. is still retained on the spot.’ No down mails left Pindi 
to-day. Colonel Medley has goue to. Hajesha and Attock 
to-day inspecting that linc preparatory to the opening for 
public traffic, about 10th December. 

Kandahar, 1st December.—General Hume took command 
on the 29:h November. General Phayre, accompanied hy 
his A.D.C., Cuptain Phayre, aud Colonel Smith, R.A., left 
for Quetta yesterday. 

Mr. Werner, of Chinrini’s Circus, nearly lust an eye on 
Thursday night by a tiger getting excited and mauling him. 


— — 
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BURNING OF THE STEAMER BOMBAY. 





— 


The Christmas of 1880 has been saddened by the destruc- 
tion by fire of the steamer Bombay, which occurred on 
Christuras Eve. This vessel formerly belonzed to the P. 
aud QO. Co., but wus afterwards purchased by Kwok 
Acheong, who was compradore to the P. aud O. Co. for 
many years. Now that ho is dead, his sous carry on his 
business, and the Bombay was one of the steamers owned 
by the firm. We vive the following details of the fire. 

At half-past two o'clock on Thursday, the 23rd instant, 
the eteamer Bombay, of 742 tons register, Captain Gugyin, 
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loft Heard’s Wharf for Woosuny, for the purpose of getting | and the Alphabetical aud other gunboats belonging to the 
over the Bar, prior to filling up with rico for Swatow, as| Chinese fleet extending from abrenst of the Telegraph 
her daught of water when deeply Inden was 19 feet, and | station for about half a mile up river. It was thought pro- 
the water on tho bar only registered 16 fect 8 inches, so| lable that her chains night be cafen through, and then 
that she bad to get over ns light as possible. After zotting | she would drift on top of the other vessels. ‘Ihe Jfirza- 
over, she was moored with both nochors some distance | pore could not help herself, as some portion of her machi- 
ahead of the AMirzapore, nearly nbrenst of the Hastour uery was under repair, and there were no tugboats 
Master's office at Woosung, aud commenced taking in] about, and no pessitility of immediate communication 
4,360 bays of rice next morning. ‘The work was completed | with Shanghai owing to the Telegraph Office being 
on Christinas Eve, and some of the cargo was re-stowed | chewed. It was suggested that the Bombay should be 
below. It was then too Inte to proceed to sex on that] ecnttled, aud at about two o'clock on Cleistuwas morning 
night, ao everything was made secure, and the watchman | the services of a stenm launch were obtained from one 
. appointed and all roquisite precautions taken to prevent|of the Chinese war vesrels at Woosung fur the pur- 
fire, steam being kept np inthe daukey engine for the The crew of the Inanch tried their best, but they 

purpose of working the fire pumps. Captain Gog -in and | only fired three shots, one of which went over the Bombay 
most of the officers retired to rest, and all was quiet till | while only one ball lodged in ber hull, aud that was iu the 
five minutes to eleven o'clock. Part of the Bombay's cargo | wooden upperworks forward, aud consequently useless. It 
was cotton, about 1,200 bales of which were stowed in the | wan as well that they «did not succeed, tor had the wreek 
"tween decks, but the greater portion of it was stowed on] heen sunk, the river would have been blocked and uaviga- 
the upper deck, piled up five tiers high in some places. | tion impeded, as any obstruction always causes the mud to 
Looking aft, the watchman discovered smoke rising from rapidly silt up around it. Captain Parish, of the Mirzapore, 
the cotton near the stern, aud n nearer inspection, to his telegraphed to the P. and O. agent as early as pussible, 
grent alurm, showed that the cotton was on fie. He im-| when he fouud that the Bombay could not be sauk, asking 
medintely called the third engineer aud some other persvus, | for a couple of tugs and a pilot to remove his vessel to a 
and they all ron aft to put the firs out. When they got to pla:e of safety. Between 8 and 9 o’eluck the Fokelin and 
the fire, they discovered that two bales were burning, | Sawson trom Shanghai appeared on the scene, with Mr. 
though there was vot imuch flame. They then endeavoured | Joseph of the P. and O. Co. Mr. Knott, pitut, Mr. Meade 
to throw the barning mnles overbonrd, bat in breaking them | Acting Harbour Maxtor, aud a number of other gentlemen. 





out, they burst. A light breeze scattered tho fleecy parti- 
cles about over the other bales which instantly tvok fire. 
Iu the moantime the alarm becnme general, and everybody 


It was found unnecessary to uumoor the Afirzapore, it being 
thought more advizatle to remove the burning ship, bat 
there was great difficulty iu duing this. Her wood work 


hastened to do what they could to extinguish the flames. | was still burning fiercely, the leat was unbearable, and no 
The fire hose was Inid on in less than five minutes and} one could stay on board any length of time with safety. 
water buckets were brought into requisition, but the efforts | To get her adrift, her cables had either to be unshackled, 
of all were uunvailing. A light N.W. wind was blowing | slipped or cut. Any of these modes of getting her free 
at the tima, aud it shifred more towards the North, the} would be attended with considerable risk to any oue at- 
ship's head was up the river so that the wind blew right | tempting it. ‘The work had to be done and done it was. 
along her deck from aft forward, towards the cargo amid-| Captain Roberts voluntoered his services. He succeeded 
ships, which consisted of cotton aud tallow. A lot of cot- | in unshackling the starboard cable, but the heat 
ton was thrown overhonard, but without any check to the| was so inteuso that he could aot got the port one 
fire, which spread faster antl faster. It got down into the]louse. As it was, hia whriskers were singed, his 
cabiun—which was also filled with cottou—and then drove] clothes and his boote barnt. The port cable got 
along the ‘tween decks. The heat became intense, and the |jammed in the chain locker, and althongh he made a 
crew were driven forward. Iuch by inch at fought the | rope fast to it as near the locker as pussille and conveyed 
flames ; manfully they strove to bent the fiery element back, | it to one of the tugs, before the tug could do anythiug, the 
but their efforts were unavailing, the flames flew higher aud | rope was burnt through. A consultation was then held as 
higher, till people on our Baud returuing home on Christ-}io tie best mode of getting this cable free, and it was 
mas morning from St. Joseph’s Church saw the binze in| finally decided to cat the chain from the outside. This 
the firmament and wondered where the fire was. Inthe] was done by the carpenter of tho Fokelin. with a chisel 
meantime some fifty people were being burnt out, and de-/and hammer. Capt. Roberts fixed the hawser round the 
prived of all they had, on 4 bitterly cold uight with the] Bombay's stem aud the Fokelin and Samson touk her in 
therm: meter down to twenty-two degrees, » fine steamer jtwo and hauled her further up the river, near the entrance 
being destroyed, and a valuable cargo reduced to ashes{to the Juuk Chatinel and dragging her past the ships, till 
without the possibility of their being saved. It wasn graud }she touched ground on the Shaughui side, nearly a mile 
bat gloomy sight to see the fine wld ship sucenmb. The! from the spot where she took fire. There was then no 
flames kept gathering headway till the whole vessel from | further danger of her injuring any vessel by drifting on 
stern to sfem wax enveloped in the all-devouring elemeut, | them, and she was moored to one auchor about two o’ 
which mounted higher aud higher with each breath of fin the afternoon. The Fehklee. aud Titan were in at- 
wind. The steamer carried six boats ; four of them hang-{tendance at the time the Bombay was being towed toa 
ing from davits aft were capable of carrying 40 persons | place of safety, but otherwise their services were not 
cacti, aud the remaining two—smaller ones—hung in the} required. These o ions were carried on under: the 
waist. Owing to the rapidity with which the fire spread, | supervision of Mr. Chief Tide Surveyer Meade, Acting 
it was impossible to get at the after beats, and as the flames | Harbour Master, whose duty it was to see that the fairway 
reached the,§lls, they burnt through them, and the buate,/of the river was kept cloar, and the ressel taken out of the 
one hy one, fell into the water and were smashed or burnt. | way of passing ships. : 

The crew were able to lower the small boats and the second | Several casualties are recorded. The Master received a 
officer took charge of one of them and landed a number of | ent across his forehead and nose by runuing agaiust a stay, 
Chincse passengers. Outside aid arrived first from the] and one of the crew —a fireman—is reported missing. Que 
Great Northern Teloxraph Co.’s steamer H. C.:Crsted | native fell overboard, but he was picked up by one of the 
aud next from the P. ‘and O. Co.'s steamer Mrizapore.| boats. The three engincers and the second officer are stay- 
In about three-quarters ofan hour fiom the discovery of | ing at the Temperance Hall. They and all the others ar- 
the fire, the ship was nll in flames, and everybody had to | rived in Shanghai with wothiag more than they stood up- 
leave, the passengers aud crew being taken out of thejright in. The crew consisted of Captain Goggin, two offi- 
burning: wreck by the bouts of the above-mentioned steamers. | cera and three engineers, and about forty-five firemen, ser- 
"The lower masts of the Bombay were of iron but such was | vants and sailors. : 
the intensity of the heat that in about half an bour the} Our reporter visited the wreck twice, the last time, 
tmainmaxt fell overbonrd to port, while the furemast | yesterday afternoon. Captain Barton, Guverament Sur 
topuled over the starboard cathead, breaking in three} veyor, and Mr. Mende also visited “the wreck yesterday. 
picees in its fall, about an hour afterwards, After every- | ‘The Sitar aud the Fokelin were alougside pumping on the 


body had been driven ont of the ship, it was consider- 
el dunyerons to let her remain, buruing as she was, in such 


close proximity to the Mirzapore, H. C. Erited, Pautah, 
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smouldering ashes Our reporter found the Bombay still 
burning. He went on beard and saw the fire Diazing 
brigltly all over.the lower hold of the veasel, it had com- 
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municated to the boards, and the Lowsprit—the heel of|south-enst coast of Flor 


which having been burnt— had fallen overboard. The top 
of the wooden foretopmast was sticking up out of the water. 
The vessel presented the appearance of x mere ehell from 
the outside while inside the iron work was all twisted and 
bent from the great heat.. The engine room partitions were 
bent, and the stenm winches and capstan had fallen tothe bot- 
tom of the ship, the beams which had supported them having 
given way. The boats davits were lying inboard iu various 
directions while the iron stanchions were twisted altogether 
outof shape. The smokestack was scorched, though to all 
appearances otherwise uninjured. The boilers did uot seem 
as have suffered miuch, though it is thought they aro burut 
underneath. The upper works of the after part of the ship 
were all bent inwards, and the iron deck beams were twist- 
ed into all kinds of shapes, while every purticle of wood 
work within the shell had been calcined. Outside the iron 
hull, above the water line. the paint had been burnt off, 
showing how the plates had been warped by the intense 
heat. Iu sume places, the plates bad shrunk at least x 

uarter of iuch where they were joined together. [t is 
thouglit that the vessel wilt never be fit to go to sen again, 
but that the only nse she can be put to, will be to act as a 
hulk or an iron poutoon. 

The Shanghai Tuxboat Association has accepted a con- 
tract to bring the Bombay up to Shanghai, and expect to 
succeed to-murruw. She will then be beached near Mr. 
Blethen’s house in Hungkew. Before this can be done, the 
fire must be put vut and then the water that has been pamp- 
ed into her, has to be pumped ont again. Yesterday there 
were about 18 inches in her, as not only did the tugs try to 

ut the fire out, but the Chinese gunboats also uxed their 
fire engines. The chief engineer went down to the wreck 
to-day to point out any cocks or pipes leading to the water. 

H. M. S. Afosguito had orders during the time that Di- 
vine Service was being conducted on board on Christmas 
‘moruing to proceed to the Bombay, but this order was con- 
tormanded after the gunboat had got steam up, as it was 
‘found her assistance was not required. 

Mr. F. Kofud Was engaged to pilot the Bombay to sea. 
He had his clothes on Lond the steaurer, but he was bim- 
self on board the H. C. Ereted at the time the fire broke 
out. He hastened back, und was among the first to get 
alongside the burning ship. He worked with the others. 
He ‘too lost his clothes. ‘This is the third time within the 
last ten years that he has lost bis things ou board ship.— 
Shanghai Courier. | 








ANOTHER MASSACRE IN THE SOUTH 
7 SEA ISLANDS. 

_The Sydney Morning Herald gives the following account 
of the ‘massacre of the Commander and five of the crew of 
H.M.§. Sand fly 2 — 

Iuteuse excitement was felt in meroautilo and shipping 
circles on the 29th November when it became known that 
H.M.S. Sandfly had arrived from the Solomon Islands, 
that' the commander and five of her crew bad been killed by 
‘the natives at a small island of the Solomo Group, and that 
one man had been wounded, From Mr. Bradford, acting- 
‘eub-lieatenant, Mr. Coughlan, the boatswaiu, and Savage, 
‘a seninan, the latter being the sole survivor of the messacre, 
‘we have been enabled to gleam full details of a foul outrage, 
the latest of hundreds which have made British seamen 
and traders abhor the Sulomon Group :— 

Ou Wednesday, October 13th, the Sand fly being anchor- 
ed at Tesemboko, Lientenant-Commander Bower left in the 
whaleboat to survey the east const of Florida Island from 
Barrunagn, intending to be back on the 16th. With him 
he took a erew of five nen :—Francis Savage, A.B.; Ben- 
jamin Venton, of Bet«nal Green, London, A.B. ; Alfred 
Carne, Southwark, Louden, A.B.; William Vatersen, 
Belfast, Ireland, A.B.; and Juhu O'Niel, Southwark, 
London, A.B. 

The-L7th, 18th, and 19th passed without their returning, 
and on tho 20th the ‘schooner weighed anchor, aud made 
for tho east evast, Mr. Bradford sending the gig round one 
sido, nnd going himself round the other, so that a thorough 
soweh might be made, Tho gig was commanded by Mr. 
Coughlan and manned by four seamen, all being well armed, 

rand the start-was made from East Poiut. Wheu near the 
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ida Island, a canoe was noticed 
coming off from the coast, but as the gig neared it, the four 
men in the island craft rowed for the shore, closely pursued 
hy the gig. The canoo was beached, and Coughlan seeing 
a number of natives on the beach—he estimates their 
number at 180—halted the gig without beaching her, and 
epened parley with the islanders. One of the occupants of 
the canve—a chief, whose name was afierwards found to be 
Billy—spoke a few words in the native tongue, and im- 
mediately the peaceful-looking people ou the beach appeared 
armed with s , and bows and arrows, aud English 
tomahawks. It afterwards transpired that round a little 
promontory lurked two well-manued war canoes, and that had 
the gig been beached her crew would have been riddled from 
front aud rear with a shower of spears. Coaghlan, however, 
was too cautions not to tarn his gig’s bow seaward, and to 
have his men ready for a skirmish, and so open hostilities 
were waived in favour of an attempt to decoy the English- 
men to their death. “Come in ! Come in | Canoe come in, 
and you come in,” shouted Billy ; and then added “ I 
speak.” Some native words brought out one Jack, an 
islander, who could speak pidgin English, “I Jack, I 
raveo Louis (Mr. Nixon, Muster of the schooner Pacific), 
you saves Louis?” said this worthy. “ Yes,” auswered 
Coughlan. “ Boat gone to island, all same Savo,” rejoined 
Jack, “ five fellow car, six fellow men ”—alluding to the 
commander and his crew. Coughlan knew that this was 
the Sandfly's boat, aud so pulled back to the ship with the 
news. They then went to Eact Island, then along the 
coast, where in the evening they saw many fires burning 
and where they flashed lights and did everythiug that 
might possibly attract the wanderers; and they noticed 
that the heach was literally alive with natives, daucing and 
yelling like fiends, They reached Mboli Harbour at 1.80 
p.m. an Thursday, and about eight o’clock Coughlan, with 
two men—all well armed, aud on their guard—went 
on shore and made covffee, but none of the natives 
would own that they knéW «a word of English. 
The gig then went right round the island, and 
thongh Sandfly Passage—traced and named by ‘Lieut. 
Bower—and so returned to the vessel, to find 
Savage on board, with the melancholy news of the 
massacre of which he was sole surviver. It may be stated 
that Mr. Coughlan touched at Nogu Island, and searched 
it thoroughly. He saw the naked headless bodies of the 
missing crew, but they were baked black by the sun until 
they looked like natives, and it was ouly when Savage told 
his story that the men could manage to examine aud 
identify them. 

When the whaleboat left the ship ou October ‘138th, her 
crew rowed to Seserga, where the captain took a sight ; 
and there they stayed that night. Next moriug they 
r-wed to East Island, and camped there on Thursday 
night. On Friday they pulled over to Lavinia Bay on 
the mainland, the spot where the terrible Lavinia massacre 
took place, and the men, answering the cunning questions 
of the natives, told them where they had slept the night - 
before, thus letting them see that they were away from the 
ship. From this moment their lives were in their-hands, 
and all that savage cunning could devise—iu: an ‘island 
group where a man’s importance is reckoned by the number 
of wurdered enemies he can show, and where the head of 
every well-known trader has a price fixed upou it by the 
chiefs—was set in motion to cnt off that boat's crew. 
The captain was on shore, but his men kept their 
fire-arms ready, nnd he got safely on board; and 
kept along the const, surveying, until he got to 
Nogu Island, on Friday evening. Here they hauled the 
banat up and made tea, preparing to camp for the uight, in 
utter ignorance of tho fuct that even then dark forms were 
flitting through the dense bush ; and that opal eyebnils 
were flaxhing at the thenght of getting the white men’s 
heads as the camp was silenced in sleep. Canoes had fol- 
lowed the boat, and when it lunded the trackers stole round 
to the other side of the island, and crept throuch the 
thickets to an ambush where they could he rendy fur a 
surprixe, The moment camo soon cnough. Carne and 
O'Neil got lenve to bathe, and xplashed into the water. 
Veuton was told off to look after the boat, to spread out the 
Kear, aud todry it and boat ; and Lieutenant Bower, with 
Savage and Paterson, went along the besch to do a little 
more surveying. ‘They went n short distance, and then 
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Paterson returned for something. Soon after, Savave heard | where the poor wretch was struck down. 


yells, and, runniog back, he saw n crowd of about fifty 
natives whirling ronud the boat, ond more hurrying through 
the bush. Returning to the caviain, he shouted. The 
boat’s attacked ;" und the captain, also returning to see 
the truth, was espied by the natives, six of whom broke off 
and ran for him. He cried, “ My God, Savage, it is a case !” 
and carted into the bush. Savage saw no more of him, but 
subsequently learned that he had eluded pursuit by climbing 
a tree. It was now between five and six o'clock, just 
growing dusk, and the sky cloudy; and Savage, as he 
doubled and zig-zag-ged through the thickets, which reach 
to the water’s edge, knew that his only chance of life was 
to get away from Nogu; so, after a brief rest, he plunged 
into the sea and struck out for n little island near the main- 
land. The tide was strong, and as he got out le was swept 
back little uutil he was opposite the scene of the massacre. 
The savages had piled up the fire lit to make tea, and were 
dancing aud shouting round it when the clouds broke, and 
a burst of moonlight showed Savage. With a yell, his focs 
manned two or three canoes and pursned him. Savago 
swam for his life, but his pursuers drew ap until they 
wore only some fifty yards away, when the moon was once 
more overcast. When next a gleam of moonlight came 
the fugitive saw his pursuers far off, making back to their 
campanions. They evidently thought he had gone down. 
His next danger was from the sharks, which literally 
ewarm round these reefs. At one (ime no less than three 
Lackfins were sweeping ronnd him in in that ominous curve, 
ever growing closer, which precedes a rush; but he splashed 
faintly, and so kept them offantil, after an eight-hours’ swim 
he landed ou a small uninhabited island. Thiswas taloood to 
the king of the tribe adjoining the murderers’, and Savage 
rested there in safety during a heavy storm which came on. 
Next day, on Saturday afternoon, he determined to go over 
to the mainland, and so made a rough-and-ready raft aud 
paddled across. When he was about 500 yards from the 
shore two or three canoes put off, and the swimmer was 
taken on board and conveyed to land. Thechief was away, 
but one of his captors who could spexk English said it was 
“all right,” and Savage, to his surprise, was taken lo a 
fresh-water spring aud bathed. Then he was robbed of his 
flannel shirt, his s-le remaining garment; but in exchange 
the English-speaking native gave him a pair of trousers, a 
jacket, and a hat—ordinary trade goods—aud taking him to 
a hut gave him fish and and sume kind of bread. On Sun- 
day night the chief returned and tabooed him, and—next 
best thing—give him a pipe, tobacco, and matches. But 
on Monday Savage's life was once more in danger, for he 
was taken round to Burranago Bay, and all the mules in the 
tribe, about 500 men and boys, assembled for a grand coun- 
cil. Savage was in the contre, and from looks and gestures, 
he could sec that he was being spoken off; but definite in- 
formation he could not obtain, since to every question the 
. English-speaking native returned only agrunt. Afterwards 
this man become more communicative, and confided to him 
that he was quite safe nuw, and would be kept until Louis 
(Captain Nixon, of the Pacific) came along. The party 
then took to fishing with no less civilized an agent than 
dynamite which they know perfectly how to use. The 
captive saw in their poesession Snider rifles and plenty of 
ammunition. The chief was one Timbacora. The iter- 
preter, who was Captain Nixen’s trading ageut, gradually 
told Savage of the fate of his companions. 

The tree into which Bower climbed was a very conspicu- 
Ous one, situate near the shore, but the captain expocted. to 
escape observation there, Tho murderers sought bim in 
vain that night, but next morning tney paddled all round 
the island, aud sceing him in the tree, landed and shot him 
twico through the body with the rifles they had taken from 
the boat. He dropped to the earth. and then a series of 
nameless horrors ensned. When fonnd his body was unked, 
headless, aud divested of the right arm, nnd great pieces of 
flush were atripped from the back The mew who were 
bathing had been clubbed at once; Paterson, taken from 
behind, had shared the same fate; but Venton, who had 
time to seize n huat-stretcher, fought hard for his life, asa 
Native afterwards admitted. ‘ Oue mau very strong,” said 
the interpreter to Savago “ plenty fight.” The attacking 
party thought Savage drowned ; aud xs O'Neil’s body was 
not discovered hy the Sandfy, though tho interpreter snid 
five men were killed, it is likely that it was left in the water 
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Savage was told 
that the arma got in the boat were “ five rifles, one sinall 


fellow-rifle ” (n revolver). Savage remained near Barrana- 
go Bay until Thursday afternoon, when his signals were 
— by the Sandfy. Mr. Bradford sent the skiff for 
tim. 

On Friday morning the Sandfly went to Nogu Island, 
which is shaped like a pear, the thick portion wooded, and 
the etalk a bare saudspit. On this sandspit, visible a mile 
away were two stakos bearing a crossbar, to which the 
headless body of Venton was bound. The biceps maxcle 
was cut through to the bone, and the wrists were slashed 
across ; he was covered with tomahawk cuts, and the con- 
traction of the fingers told what his death-agony had been. 
It may have been that he was tortured before he died ; he 
was the only ono who was able to strike a blow, aud the on 
ono whose body was so treated. Furthor on, lay the head- 
less bodies of Carne and Paterson ; and a little way in the 
bash Mr, Coughlan discovered the captain’s body, under 
the tree where he was sliot. They buried the remains, 
read tho service over them, and then returned to Bar- 
ranngo, the ouly safe anchorage near. Ou Saturday, 
Coughlan returned to Noyu for a rific, left behind 
ou the preceding day; and on Sunday Mr. Bradford 
and eight men, well armed, went into Rita Bay, to see if 
there wero any signs of the whalebuat. All that they saw 
was a jumper lying ou the beach, and one of the men weut 
for it. It proved to belong to Savage. They could not 
get the vessel into Rita Buy ; and on Sunday, October 31st, 
Mr. Bradford and his crew again pulled in, in the tecth of 
n heavy fire from concealed uatives. They returned the 
fire, landed, «discovered two water-casks and a tarpsalin 
belonging to the whalebsat, burned the village; and were 


justembarking when fire was opened upon them agaiu. Robert 


Buckle, A. B., was shot through the heart, and a seaman 
unmed Whitlock was wounded in the left forearm. On 
Monday, November lst, the Sandfy weighed anchor for 
Sydney. 

“rhe Sandfy is a sailing schooner of 120 tons, and was 
paid off and recommissioued on the Ist of Jaly of the 
sout year at Sydney. 
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THE SHIMONOSEKI INDEMNITY. 


(Translated from the Kinjé Hioron). 

In the earlier history of our country’s dealings with for- 
eignera, our rulers exhibited a considerablo amount of 
ubstinacy, and the former conseqaeutly, under the pretext 
of having been treated with rudeness and abruptness, 
threatened us with their superior force, and exacted what is 
known as the Shimouoseki indemnity. With regard to the 
division of tho spoil, you, oh citizens of America ! ‘are 
welcome to your share, for you have now repentod of your 
action in the matter. 

Aimerica simply participated in order to awake Japan 
from her obstinate dream, but lovking back now oa the 
question, she considers that the indemnity exacted was 
outrageous. From this it may be inferred that, at the time, 
sho was actuated by greed to share in the plundor, but that 
she now fears lest such a course should tarnish her fair 
fame in the futare. Some American statesmen now assert 
that 4s compensation for their past ill-doings, they bad 
better return their share of the indemnity to the Japanese 
Government at ouce, as an earnest of friendship. Others, 
however, urge that such a course would be unreasonable, 
unless some very special grounds could be urged, and that 
it would be betier to ewploy the amount towards endowing 
a school for the education of young Japanese, thas material- 
ly, although indirectly, benefitting Japan. Those two pro- 
posnls have boon discussed in Congress for some years. The 
Nichi Nichi Shinbun, however, now publishes a report that 
tho Unit-d States Government has detinitely resolved upon 
roturning the Shimonoseki indemnity to Japan, and says tha3 
in the presont critical state of the fiuances, this would indeed 
be joyful nows, if true. 

Should the above report prove correct, would our Go- 
vernment approve the action of America aud accopt what is 
offered ? As far as regards the United States Guvernment, 
it would naturally be their policy to dispel our ill-will aud 
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gain our friendship, rather than to have Japan always ¢ un- 
plaining of the unkinduess of the treaty powers over a trifling 
matter of money. For our part, however, we ought 
not to entertain any idea of necepting such a preposition for 
a single moment, but onglt unhesitatingly to reject it. It 
is not from force of arns, but from the fact that we now 
associnte with the strong powers of tho world thut we 
maintain our Sovereign rights and are eunbled to keep 
other countrics from employing arbitrary measures: 80 long 
as wo walk in a righteous path, and conduct ourselves inn 
just and proper manner, we are safe from the unjust attacks 
of any other nation. We thus find that though the foreign 
powers previously exacted a far too excessive indemnity 
from us, they have now become ashamed of theinselves. 
We have thus a good opportunity of controlling the foreign 

wers when they feel inclined to attempt to threaten us 
with their influence ; they will fecl the more ashamed of 
such acts xs our country advances in civilization more aud 
more, from the mere animal stago in which mizhe ia right, 
to the higher world of public morality where justice, not 
might, prevails. Happiness may thus spring from ovil, aud 
we should on no consideration lat the opportunity escape. 
Should we accept what is now offered, we lose this golden 
opportunity, and having roceived a favour from the foreign 
powers would have to make further concessions, If the 
report on which we have made these comments turn out 
to be correct, wo trust that our Government will reply ax 
 follows:—“ We siucerely thank you tor the kind proposal you 
have made respocting the indemnity, bat, originally, our Guv- 
ernment paid it and your Government received it, as beisy 
jastly due, so that we connot tske it back again without 
some very particular reasons: therefore wo are coupelled to 
reject the offur. 








— —— — 
— — —— 


FATHER GAUCHER’S ELIXIR. 


a a draught of this, my friend, and tell mo what you think 
‘of i.” 

The Curé of Graveson began carefully, as a la counts his 
pearls, to pour out, drop by drop, thimblesfull of a “ liqueur” of 
golden green color, sparkling and most delicious. My blood was 
all aglow after this delicious draught. 

“This drink was Father Gaucher's elixir; it is the joy aud the 
health of the whole country of Provence,” continued the honest 
fellow triumphantly. “It is made in the monastery of the 
Premontres ; it is worth all the Chartreuses in the world. And if 
—* only knew how entertaining the story of this elixir is ! Listen, 

will tell it to you.” 

Accordingly he began in the moat simple manner—in the dining- 
room of the rectory, which was so modest and calm, and adorned 
with the whole history of the Crees and with curtains stretched out 
like surplices—to tell me the , which was somewhat irreverent 
and sceptical, and rather in the us or d’Aseomy’s style. 

Twenty years ago the Order of the Premuntres, or I should 
perhaps cali them the White Fathers, for they were always termed 
60 amongst the Provencaux, were in great poverty and misery. If 
you had seen a monastery at that time you youki have been quite 

for them. The high wall and the Pacome tower were falling 

eces; grass growing all nround the monastery; the pillars 
tting; the stone sainte were topsy-turvy in their nooks, there 
was not a wiudow ora door in decent order. The breezes from the 
Rhone blew as b as in the e, blowing out the tapers 
and breaking the | round the windows, and emptying the shells 
of the holy water. But what was the saddest sight of all, was to 
see the spire of the monastery as silent as an abandoned pigeon 
house, and the fathers, having no means of buying a bell, were 
reduced to ring their matins by clanging pieces of wood gathered 
from the almond tree. 

——— — can still see 
p on for the Féte-Dieu, as they passed al 
their hoods all patched, all so pale and thin (for ther only food was 
pumpkins and watermelons.) Bringing up the rear was the Prior, 
all abashed, with his head down, and appearing quite ashamed to 
show his ungilded crosier and moth-eaten mitre in white wool to 
the sun. The ladies who belonged to the association were actually 
crying for pity’s sake, and the fat bauner-bearers were joking 
among themselves and pointing at the poor monks. “ Starlings 
are always thiu when they yo about iu bands.” 

_The fact is, the uufortunate White Monks had more than once 
diecussed among themselves whether it would not be better to 
separate and each start ino different direction in search of gain. 
Une day, as this subject was being «liscuesed iu the chapter-houxe, 
a Message Was brought to the Prior to ask him to speak to Brother 
Gaucher, who wax anxious to be admitted to the council. 

ou must know that this same Bruther Gaucher was the cowherd 
of the monastery : that is to say, that he spent his days in driving 
before him, through the arches of the mouastery, two thin cows, 
who sought their food in the chinks of the pavement. He himscif 
had been brunght up by an old woman who waa quite mad, iu 
the country of Baux, and che was kuown by the name of Aunt 
Begon ; afterwards he had been picked up by the White Fathers. 
The unfortunate cowherd had never been able to learn anything 


— — —— — ———— — — — — 
—— —— — Oe — — — 
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them, as they appear at the 
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more than to recite his Pater Noster (and that he could only recite 
in the Provencal tongue) and look after the cows, for be was un- 
usually thick-headed and ‘“‘ae sharp asa wooden beetle.” I[t isa 
true saying that “empty casks have the best sound. 

He was a fervent Curistian, although somewhat dreamy ; he 
wore a sackcloth cheerfully and gave himself the diecipline with a 
full assurance of its efficacy, and with considerable severity. When 
be made his appearance in the chapter-room, in a simple awkward 
manner, bowing to the assembly with one leg behind, the Prior, 
the canons. the treasurer, all burst out laughing. This always 
bappened when he appeared with bis good old face. and with his 
go:t-like beard and his foolish eyes ; a», being accustomed to this 
hilarity, Brotber Gaucher was not troubled. ‘‘ Reverend fathers, 
he began, while he was twisting in his fingers a rosary made of 
olive stones, “would you believe that by dint of racking my poor 
brain, which is usually ph Fama ak I thiuk I have discovered a way 
oat of the difficulties? You all know my Aunt Begon—that 
honest woman who cared for me when I was a child (God preserve 
her soul ; the old sinner, she used to sing shocking songs when she 
wasdrunk.) I must tell you, reverend fathers, that aunt Begon was 
learned in mountain herbs, as much so as any cuuning fellow 
rsica. In order to prove it she concocted. when she was dying, 
an admirable elixir composed of five or six kinds of herbs, which we 
used to go and pick up together on the Alpilles. It is a very long 
time ago, and f b lieve with the help of St. Augustine and with 
the helpof the Prior, | could, after a diligent search, find thie elixir. 
We could then bottle it, and by selling it at a good price our 

would become rich by degrees, like our bretbren of the 
Trappe aud of the Grande.” 


He could not fivish his sentence, for the Prior had got up and 
bad thrown himself on his neck. The monks scized him by the 


ve 
in © 


hands ; the treasurer, more enthusiastic even than the others, kissed 


with reverence the tattered border of his r be; then each one 
returned to his seat to discuss the matter, and the chapter decided 
that Brother given big was in the future to look after the cows, 
in order that Gaucher might give up all his time to the 


concoction of his fam.-us elixir. 


ood brother succeeded in finding the recipe belo g 

gon, at what expenseof time and trouble, history does 
not tell us ; only one thing was quite certain, and that was that the 
White Fathers in a few mon‘hs were quite popular again. In all 
the country of the Comtat ad also about Avice, there was not a 
granary or wine vault which did uot include among their bottles of 
Olives a la picholine, aamall brown bottle, sealed with the arms of 
Provence, and with the re of a monk in eostasies on the silver 
ticket. Thanks to the of the elixir, the monastery of the Pre- 
muntres became rapidly — the monks were able to have the 
Pacome tower raised ; the bought:a new mitre; the church 
carved windows ; and in the finely 


As to Brother Gaucher—he who till now had been the 
butt of the monastery on account of his ungainly ways —the jokes 
had entirely ceased ; he was known as the Reverend Father Gaucher, 
a man of much learuing and a great mind, who lived quite — 
and was no more to occupy himeelf with the various occupations o: 
his domestic calling. He lived shut up in his distillery, while 
thirty monks were collecting herbs for him. This distillery, which 
was 80 private that not even the Prior was admitted into it, was an 
old abandoned house, quite at the extremity of the canour's room 


en. 

The monks in their simplicity had worked themselves up to con- 
sider it quite a mysterious and formidable place, and if by accident 
any adventurous and curious monk reached ax far as the rveace of 
the door, he would come down in great haste, quite freightened at 
the sight of Father Gaucher with his alchemist’s stooping 
over his ovens. Inhaling the grateful steam, and slowly stirring 


it with his pipe, he seemed to recognized the malicious eye of Aunt 
Begon in the small glistening spangles that floated emerald 
mixture ; they seemed as if laughing at him, and to : “Come! 


take another drop!” Drop added to drop at last filled the goblet 
overflowing. The exhausted monk fell down in a large arm chair, 
his body quite powerless, eyelids half closed. He remembered his 
sin, by fite and starts repeating in a low tone in a delightful peni- 
tent way: “Ah! I am damning myself! I am damning my- 
self!" But what was worst of all was that to be found written at 
the bottom of this diabolical elixir by some foul means were all the 
bal songs that -.unt Begon used tosing : ‘‘ Three little old women 
who liked a feast,” or Hegerrette (maitre Andre's friend), * Does 
she ever go to the woods alone?” and always tho famous one 
relating to the White Fathers. “ Patatan, Patatan.” Only imagine 
what a noise and confusion all this must have created. His neigh- 
bors in the nearest cells looked at him witha sly air. “Ah! ah! 
Father Gaucher, you had rome bees in your bonnet last night as 
you un " Then he would begin to despair and to cry 
and tu fast, and to use sackcloth and the dicipline. Nothin 

could succeed against this devil in the form of the elixir. au 

every night at the same hour the same play was enacted, 
and, an areometer in his hand and surrounded with cucurbites 
made in pink enndstone, gigantic alembics, crystal eerpentines, it 
was a strange mixtnre, aud a bewilching light gleamed forth 
through the window. Ateven, when the last. Angelus was sung, 
the door of thia mysterious piace was discreetly opencd, and the 
reverend father went to church to attend the evening service. you 
should have seeu what a reception was given him when he crossed 
the mouastery! ‘Lhe brothers formed a line to let him pass. They 
bade cach other keep sileuce. “Chut—he has tho secret!” The 
Vrensurer followed him, and spoke with hated brensh aud with his 
hea:l down. Auwidst ali these adulatious the reverend father pussed 
by sp.nging his forehead, hia broad-brimmed three-corucred hood 
on the back of his head like a halo, and looking with delight 
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around him at the great courts, thickly planted with orange tree=. 
the blue rvofs (where weathercocks were turnivg round), aud in 
the glistening cloisters, Letween whose clegant pillars the canons, 
newly clad, were defiling two by two with restful countenances. 


.“ They owe all this to me!” said the reverend father to himsclf, 
andeven the very thoaght of it puffed him up with pride. You 
will see how the poor man was punished for it. Would you believe 
me, one evening during the divine service he arrived in the chapel 
in a very agitated state, very red and out of breath. with bis hood 
awry. and he was eo much shaken that when he took holy water he 
plunged in his arms up to his veryelbowe. At first this mishap was 

ut down to his being late, but when he began to make exagyerated 
tows to the organ loft and the yallerics around, insten! of tu the 
hiyh altar, and to rush through the church like 4 madman, and 
stroll bither and thither in search of hix« place in the stalls. and 
when once seated he bowed to right and left, smijing with an 
. imbecile look in his face, a hum of astonishment filled the three 
paves. The monks were whispering to each other over their bre- 
viaries : ‘‘ What is the matter with Father Gaucher? What is the 
matter with Father Gaucher?” 


The Prior twice, with an impatient movemsut, let his crosier 
fall in order to impose silence. It in true that the Ps«lms were 
still being heartly chanted at the extremity of the choir, but the 
responves were not e0 spirited. Suddenly, in the midst of the Ave 
Verum, Farther Gaucher falls from his seat, and begins intoning 
in aclear voice: There lived once upon a time. in Paris a white 
Monk. Patatin, Tarabin, Taraban,” etc. ‘This last act caused 

eral dism Every one got up. Criesof ‘‘ Remove him; he 
or's 
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ad pecs with a devil!” The canons crossed themselves. The 
crosier began to exert itwelf. But Father Gaucher did not 
observe or hear anything, and two strong monks were obliged to 
drag him out by the little door of the choir. He was meanwhile 
kicking like one possessed, and continued with renewed seal his 
song of Patatin and Tarabin. 


The next day at dawn the unfortunate man was on his knees in 
the Prior’s oratory, and was performing his penance amid floods 
of tears! “It was the elixir, it was the elixir which was too much 
for me,” he kept on repeating, while he beat his breast: The 
Prior was quite touched in witnessing such genuino grief. 

“*Come, come, Father Gaucher, quiet yourself, and all will right 
iteelf. After all, it was not so very scandalous as you think it 
was. It is true there was that horrid song which was a little bit 
hum-hum. It is only to be hoped that the novices did not hear it. 
Now till me exactly how it all happened. It was by tasting the 
elixir, was it not? You were rather too prodigal with it. Yes, 

I understand, like Schwartz, the inventor of gunpoder, you 

— friend, is i nccomary for you to tanto yonreclf this moet 
my honest friend, n or you to taste yo most 
dreadful elixir 7” 

** Unfortunately it is, my lord! The meter shows me how much 
alcohol I ought to put in, but for the finishing touch I would only 
trust to my own taste.” 

“ Ah, very well ! but listen, and I will ask you another question. 
_— you = this alcohol out of necessity do you like it? Does 

please you ?” 

‘* Alas | yes, my lord!” answered the unfortunate man, getting 
very red, ‘‘ for tho last two nights especially I found out a par- 
ticularly nice taste in it. Iam quite sure the devil has played me 
this trick. Iam quite determined not to use the meter again, all 
the woree if the ‘liqueur’ is not tasted enough or finished up.” 

** Heavens! protect us from such a resolation,” answered the 
Prior, sharply. “We must not displease our customers. All that 
you can do, now that you have had a lesson, will be to be more 
careful. Let us see, about how many drops does it take to make up 

account ? Fifteen or twenty ?” 

“ Twenty, I should say.” 

** The devil would be very clever to catch you with twenty drops. 
Also, in order to prevent any future accident, I will permit you to 
say your evening prayers in tho distillery, instead of coming to 
church. And now go in peace, my reverend father, and please take 
care to count your drops.” 

Alas, the poor reverend father counted them in vain ; the devil 
held him and would not give him up. Strange noises came forth 
from the distillery. During the daytime everything was quiet. 
The father was always calm: he prepared his chafing dishes, bis 
alembics, carefully sorted his herbe—they were all herbs found in 
Provence. rare ones and gray and variegated ones exhaling per- 
fumes. But at night when the simples were infused, and the 
elixir was cooling in immense brass caldrons, the poor man's 
martyrdom began. Seventeen—eighteen—nineteen—twenty: The 
drops fell from the pipe into the pewter goblet. All these twenty 
drops the father swallowed at one gulp, without much feeling of 
delight. But the twonty-first he longed after. Oh! to taste that 
twenty-first drop ; so. in order to escape temptation, he would go and 
kneel quite at the extremity of the laboratory, and his thoughts were 
for some time in his Pater Noeters. ‘There rose a little perfumed 
smoke from the still heated * liqueur,” which enveloped him, and, 
whether he chose or not, brought bis thoughts back to his caldrone. 
The “liqueur” was of a beautiful golden green color. Meanwhile, 
ordors were pouring into the monastery—it was a great blessing they 
received them—from Nismes, Aix, Avignon, Marseilles. Gradually 
the monastery became a small mauufactory. There were brother: 
who packed, brothers who ticketed, others who managed the trans- 
port business. In this way they became very lax in tbei · religious 
duties—the bells were very rareiy ruog : but 1 assure you the poor 
country folks were no losers by the change! Well. one fine 
Sanday when the treasurer was reading the account of the year 
which was endiug before the whole assembled chapter, the hearty 
cauons were listening with gleaming cyes and emiling lips, when 
quite suddenly Father Gaucher rushed in among them crying : * It 
is all over now. I will make no more. Give me back my cows!” 
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“What is the matter, Father Gaucher?” asks the Prior, who 
however, had his doubts as to what was the matter. 

**What is the matter, my lord! ‘The matter is that I am on the 
high rvad to perdition, au etenity of flames and pitchforks. The 
fact is that I drink like a fish.” 

“But I warned you to count the drops.” 

“Oh! yes, it was very well to count the drops, but now I should 
have to count the gobletx. Yes, Reverend Fathers, I have reached 
to that depth of degralation I take my three bottles nightly. Yoa 
understand that this cannot last, therefore, you must find some one 
else to concoct the elixir for you. Let the everlasting fire oon- 
sume inc if I meddle with it again.” 

I can tell yon the whole chapter did not laugh when they heard 
these words. ~* But, unfortunate man, you will be the cause of our 
ruin,” cried the treasurer, agitating his enormous book. 

** Would you prefer that I should be damned?” 

At these words the Prior stood up. ‘‘Reverend Fathers,” 
bega», — his capes Wheaten — 
pastoral ring, “ everything wi — or the 
night, is it not, my dear eon, that the devil tempte you ’” 

** Yee. holy Prior, regularly every night. As 
clones in, I find myself perspiring at the mere 

ing to happen me, like Capitou's 

wi Very well! Calm u. W 

“Very well! yourself. e 
prayers for your benefit, and I will 
gence. By theseo means you will 
giving you absolution while you are in 

“Qh, well, many thanks, my Lord 
ado Father Gaucher returned to his ————— 
Surely from that day forth, every evening at end of 
the officiating monk never missed saying: “Let us 
poor father Gaucher, who sacrifices his eternal 
m 


onastery.” 
“Oremus Domino.” 
Then when the prayers of the crowled monks sounded 
the nave like the blowing of an easterly wind amid snow, at 
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other extremity of the monastery Father Gaucher, behind the 
— of his distillery, was heard singing with all his 
m 2 
JJ 
— — —— ee 
ere good stopped, q 
“Mercy !” cried he: *‘If my were only to hear 


me !”"——Zemple Bar. 


THOSE DREADFUL JAPS. 


It was a fearfully hot season, and let me tell you that heat is heat 
in the States. Se ee 
home. I took the train at Niagara Falle, and 
hours’ ride before me. The nasty white dust sifted through 
window blinds and sashes ; the sun glared in — 
shades provided by tlie oorpany; the car was cro 

moment the atmosphere grew more and more 
breathing became abeolutely painfal. As things 
a brilliant thought struck me, emanating 

Why not get off at Albany and take the 
to New York? I should arrive in of ti 

the Russia, and escape the further misery of six hours in 
Surely, on the beautifal Hudson, a 
be found. 


We were nearing Albany ; 00, hastily thrusting 
tered belongings into my portmanteau, I 
as the train entered the large railw: 
hold me tranquil and triumphant, A 
with an excellent cigar, pacing the deck of the finest nver 
in the world. 

It was a beautiful night, the moon at its full, the stare all out in 
their lesser glory. As I roamed up and down I passed the door of 
the lacies’ saloon, and my attention was caught by 
silent and alone, in the moon-beams. Whes I passed 
a glimpee of a bended — ——— two ungloved hands loosely 
clasped together ; a pretty, q figure, with feminine grace 
attitade. She did not look up as I stood between her in 
light, but moved a little impatiently, as if only balf 
the obstruction. When I camo by a third time she had 

Shortly after, as I was still wandering lazily to and fro 
the round of the piano in the saloon. Inetinctively the rom 3a 
formed by desire, took shape within my mind: “She who t 
plays must be the girl thal. sat half hidden in the shadows.” 

Throwing away what remained of my cigar, I stepped within the 
gilded apartment from balay wate * — iasued. The 
was comparatively empty, for most o passengers on 
As I had suspected, at the farther end, seated before the grand pis 
her back toward me, I saw my Incognita. Her head was a little 
drooped, and the fine curves of her figure well defined against the 
crimson gorgeousness of walls and furniture. She was absorbed in 
in the music. 1 approached quietly and stood by her side, looking | 
down upon her. Her face thus seen was charming; 
tinted and delicately cut ; a drooping mouth, m 
determined ; aud braids of nut-brown hair rolled high upon a 
ly head. : 

As xhe finished I made some appreciative remark, to which she 
responded gravely, but with a certain dignified pleasantness that 
marked her as one used to the world. 

In the midst of a lengthy argument over 
was displaying considerabie fire a — a a petro, gon 
cried out. “ Mamma, mamma,” a long - 
plosion of Hindostanee, or any one of hs sania of the ten lost 
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tribes, as far as intelligibility was concerned. My companion replied 
in the same incomprehensible form of speech; the result being 
the appearance, from one of the adjacent state-rooms, of two of the 
moet astonishing figures I had ever beheld. 

They were the most ultra-ugly children imaginable, sallow-faced, 
with dark almond-shaped eyes whose heavy lids unclosed with diffi- 
culty, black brows and lashes, and hair growing loose upon their 
foreheads, brushed back and braided into long tails upon their shoul- 
ders. On one these heavy locks were ebon black, on the other of a 
common light brown, that added greater plainnees to the yellow 
skin and thin, sharp features. ; 

These two strange little folk ran toward my pretty incognita, and 
laid hold of her with their skinny little paws, gabbling all the time 
in their unreasonable jargon. She answ them in soothing 
tones, and taking the little girl apon her lap, drew the boy to her 
side as she continued her consolatory remarks. Feeling decidedly 
an outsider in this domestic scene, I made a movement to leave 
them. She raised her e over which a shadow had come and 
dimmed their charms, and said : 

“You must forgive my little ones; they are Japanese, and 
understand but a few w of English.” 

I took this as my dismissal, and left her ; but, as I looked back 
from the doorway, I saw her still bending over those fearful imps, 
caressing their horrid little faces with her soft white hand. I re- 
sumed m menade. . 

—— eavens,“ I thought. “Her little ones ! She an English- 
woman, and they—Japanese! Then—horrible, unbearable thought ! 
—her husband—the father of the children—what was he but a 
Japanese also!" . 

An hour later, as I approached the door of the saloon, I came 
face to face with the mysterious subject of my thoughts. She was 
coming out for a breath of the evening air, she said, before consign- 
ing herself to her comfortable quarters for the night, I fancied she 
met my glance less calmly as she broke into a rapid flow of words, 
fearing, perhaps, I should ask some leading question. 

Leaning over the railing, glancing now at the gliding water, now 
at my companion’s face, about whoee finely cut features the moon's 
rays red tenderly, we grew more friendly. But all my efforts, 
pat with my greatest finesse and delicacy, failed to draw from her 
yon confidence regarding her name, her station, her past, present, 
or fature. 7 

She was dressed in mourning -I noticed, and she wore on the 
third finger of her left hand, a heavy gipey ring with a single stone 
—a diamond of great beauty : otherwise her attire was plain in the 





we landed was a forlorn ending to our Summer 6ailing ; 
it ade siously—rained as it only can ia Liverpool. Through 
some mistake there was no one to meet ber, 80 she allowed me to 
take her to the train. see ber comfortably placed in a firet-class 
carriage, booked for london, and did not refase the miscellaneous 
collection of literature I thrust upon her. 

I was very miserable at seeing her go from me, yet I had not the 
courage to try avd win her, Japs and all. / could love her dis- 
tractedly, Lut not her accessories. 

The guard rang the bell ; I put out my band. 

““(ood-by,” I said, and some of the mournfulness of my heart 
echoed in my voice. ‘‘Good-by ; I shall mot easily forget you. 

Sbe gave me her band, the brave eyes met mine unflinchingly. 

** Good-by,” she returned, quite ly. “Thank you very, very 
much for ail your kindness.” — 

She loosed her hand from mine, the bell rang, train 
moved, she smiled, and I turned away. Looking beck for a fare- 
well glance, I saw the bright brown head sink on her clasped 
hands, and — —— eyes were filling fast with tears. 
Sb , then felt ng ! 

r * at the opera one ight when Patti, as A/argarita, was 
charmiug every one, though to me even her delicious voice 
brought no solace; the entrancing music fell flat upon my ears 
and heart for the lack of one woman's face. Yet even as I argued 
with myself against this useless passion, I felt her presence near 
me. I raised my eyes ; the occupants of one of the large boxes on 
the grand tier were moving about in arubdued but excited manner ; 
I heard a low ory, and then, as the group parted, my glance met 
the beautifal gray eyes of La Mystere. 

At that moment the curtain went dowm at the end of the fourth 
act, and a crowd of men surzing out from the stalls prevented 
my reaching the box before the ocoupants had left it. I caught a 
glimpse of a white gown in one of the passages and rushed 
blindly after it, though it seemed that all the men J had ever 
known in all my life, conspired at that particular moment to 
me from flying to the assistance ———— When I 
reach the corridor, she was standing 
beautiful and yet eo ethereal-looking, it seemed as if even the 
breath of the Summer night would blow her away. 

The moment La Mystere’s eyes caught sight of me they lost their 
anxious look, and the little troubled frown disappeared from her 
brow. She put out an eager hand, from which she had withdrawn 
the glove, saying impetuously, as though we had parted but 




























extreme. As it grew later, she turned from gazing at the quiet — —— we are in such trouble; the carriage has 
— — and, fixing her fearless eyes on mine, held out her not come, and see, ———— 


— -by, and thank you for a pleasant ing.” 

“Good-by !” Techoed. “But I shall see you in the morning; 
I have promised myself the pleasure waiting upon you in New 
Yerk. Seeing you to a hotel, or—or your home.” 

“You are most kind,” she returned quickly ; ‘‘but Iam quite 
provided for, and I shall require no assis , 


pted 
calmly enough; bat just as I was depicting to myself the 
bliss of escortit her h tall, distinguished, and rather crose- 
‘coking wen ijelied: thees, apparecQly very mock heated and dis. 


Then bowing, she withdrew, and I was let lamenting. een ee eee 
not see in, though I lingered about next morn- 
ing, walked through the saloon many times, touched the noves of | “Never eG oe pci sar plats arigr ia us his brougham, 
the oinvitingly. All to no purpose; ehe would not appear. ee on eo . Drago oe 
voyage home was a dull one. George looked at me with the air of “And who the deuce is Mr. 
© ° © ° 0 © 


tus Tees cs tee 1 Te ——— 1 8 George 

o Russia was fu overflo , but as jolly | more and more pale. G turned to me. 

— ealepay_ We tiled ni in oe von are very Kind,” he said, “I scompt your offer without 
A smoking, co ease in a : : , ” ; 

As the sun went down into the sos on one aide and the moon rose hesitation ; here is my ' 

from it on the other, I saw a slim girl over by the wheel-house. 

She was enveloped in a loose wrap of some kind, well 
up about her throat and ears, and, as she bent upon her crossed 
arms, a view of her countenance was rather difficult to obtain. 
With invention born of necessity, I threw myself forward and 
tossed my lighted cigar into the gliding waves. It gleamed for an 
instant in the shadows of the keel ere it went out, but my object 
Was accomplished ; the sudden flash as it passed before her eyes 
caused her to start from her meditative - 
her head. The dark drapery dropped from about her, and, as she 
turned fall upon me, I beheld once more, under the mooniight, the 
finely-cut face and honest, earnest eyes of La Mystere ! 

A sudden thrill at my heart told ine the meeting was anything 
bat unpleasant tome. Was she equally pleased? A slight flush 
spread over her brown hair; then she held out her hand in the 
same old fearless manner, lifting her handsome eyes to mine. 

7 grate’ hae life are forever repeating themselves,” she said. 
i 80?” 


i hispered 
his ear, and pointed to the other lady, who was growing rap 


pas- 
sign 
e 
and aslight fi on her fair face. Amother moment and they 
were gone. With a feeling of triumph I went back to my 
and listened in calm serenity to the final act of the o 

Had I not secured the right and means of ng her again ? 
The man’s card was in my pocket ; he was evidently some relation, 
and from him I could find her addrees, go to her and tell her— 
what? That I loved her, but not the little Japs: that she must 


ps. 
I sauntered home to my chambers, happy in the thought of what 
the day would bring me. put my my pocket for my talis- 
man, and it said “ No.—Eaton Square.” 


bell of No —. The door flew open. 


— “ Not at home,” said the irre batler. 
I took her outstretched hand, I looked into her happy eyes, and = « uire * 
in that moment fell hopelessly, helplessly, puwillingl? but * ster- Bice ytees ing : when he resumed in most 
arf in love with the mother of twu Japanese infauts. “Was I Mr. Earnsford?” 
the ten days that followed I will give no minute description.|  « Ye” 


Auy one will easily uoderstand how dangerous teu days at sea 
passed in the preseuce of a pretty, fascinating, cultivated, incom- 
prehensible woman may prove. 

So the days glided by; I loved her more and more desperately, 
and, as I told myself, more and more hopelessly, I had learned 

at her name was Sandwell. 
thOnce only we spoke of the futare, I had made some seuseless 
remark as to the blaukness of life after our parting, and the pro- 
bable do-uothing state I should sink intu. Ste lifted ber arched 
brows a trifle scorufully, and her lip curled a little, though she did 
uot make me any answer. 

** Aud you,” I asked, “ what will you do?” 

She flashed her handsome eyes upon me as ahe replied : 

— Simply my duty. You forget—I am goiug home to ny little 
oR 


“Then my lady had left directions that should Mr. Earneford 
call, he was to be told they had all gone to the country, that my 
nag was better, and very much obliged for Mr. Earnsford's 

ndness. . 

“To what of the country?” I asked, ineinuatingly. 

“To her — father’s,” replied the maiaere ak imply ing 
by his manner. of course you know where that is, or, if you do not, 
you know nothing. and are not worthy of enlightenment. As I 
etood hesitating what more to say, a door at the end of the hall was 
pushed back and, within the room thus revealed, I bebeld the elder 
of the two Japs —the girl with the yellow hair and black eyes. She 
caught my unwilling gaze, and pointing her finger at me, com- 
— peering —— her mother tongue. | lingered no 

r ; another ins © door closed, an i 
wide por tico, in silent rage. ——— 
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A week went by. At the end of that time, I found one Saturday 
morving, with my other correspondence, a letter to this effect : 


“Sr. Mary, Kent. June. 186 —. 
. “My Dear Sir—The ladies of my family have reported to me 
your kindness and politeness to them the other nicht at the opera. 
Their hurried manner of leaving town prevented their thanking 
you in person when you called. Will you do me the honor to pass 
a few days at my house in this old-fashioned village? It will give 
me great pleasure to receive you, and to show my appreciation of 
the kind services you rendered one of my daughters some months 
ayo, to which you have now added another to the list. I enclose 
the trains ; pray take which best suite you. Yours sincerely, 
“Henry KenDAaue.” 
Needless to say, I acoepted the invitation by retarn of post. 
Two days later, the four o'clock exprees saw me speeding on my 


way, this time with every assurance of meeting La Mystere face to |_ 


face, aud learning at last somewhat of her history, past and present, 
and maybe form for both of us some possible future. 

At St. Mary Cray I alighted. A groom came forward ; a moment 
more and we were bowling along over a fine country road. A 
drive of less than half an hour brought us to the lodge gates, then 
a moment more, and the priory stood before us ; a dear old-fashion- 
ed latticed-windowed house, with an overhanging roof, and triple 
chimneys of the Tudor period. The door stood * ; it always 
was open, that door, testifying mutely to the hospitality of all who 
dwelt within. 

A fine, handsome old man came out to meet me,{with snow- 
white hair crisp and youthful standing about his head. 

“So,” he cried, in a ringing voice; “this is Mr. Earnsford ! 
We have you at last, and are delighted to see you, sir.” Then 
tarning to some one within, he ed: “Here, Weasel, tell Cora 
and Dorothy Mr. Earusford has come.” 

Some things come to one by instinct. I knew that “Weasel” 
could be no other than one of the small Japs, and my instinct 

roved correct. Presently there appeared the delicate, fragil-look- 

g lady I assisted at the opera, at her side the Japanese boy, 
his sallow complexion, black hair and eyes, looking more dismal 
than ever beside her flower-like fairness. 

“This is my daughter, Lady Dinsmore,” said Mr. Kendall; “and 
thie—is my grandson.” 

I thought the old man’s happy face clouded somewhaat as he 
acknowledged the last relationship ; and I experienced a horrible 
sensation of the inevitable creep over me, as I found, here at the 
threshold of her own home, evidence of Dorothy’s being the mother 
of these children. La Mystere must of necessity be Dorothy, for 
had I not heard them all address Dinsmore as Cora, and then, 
too, had she not just the face for a Dorothy, not beautful, but 
bright, and fair, and proud? 

The day waned and no Dorothy appeared; it was not until 
dinner time that I saw her. She came into the drawing-room last 
of all, wearing some kind of thin black gown that showed her 
white arms and peck, with a bunch of roses at her waistband. Mr. 
Kendall simply said, ; 

“You and Dorothy are old companions; no need to introduce you. 
What makes you s0 late, Doll?” 

“ Angel would not go to sleep,” she answered, in a low voice. 
had to sing to her uutil she did.” 

The same look of annoyance passed over his face that I had noti- 
ded when he spoke of Weasel. He said, a little sharply. 

“You take too much care of those children, Dorothy. Leave 
them more to the nurses.” 

“I cannot, papa. You know I promised Aim.” 

“Well, well. never miad, my dear; we won’t discuss it. Mr. 
Earnsford, will you give your arm to Lady Dinsmore? Dolly, you 
come with me? Sorry George wasn’t able to come down to-night, 
but an M. P.’s always busy now-a-days.” 

A most agrlealle dinner followed, and one I should have better 
enjoyed had I not been haunted by the all-pervading presence of the 
two absent Japs, and by the half sad expression upon Dorothy's 
face, that had settled there after her mention of Aim. Could it be 
oer gg that this sweet Englishwoman regreted her Japanese hus- 

a 


Only one circumstance gave me hope, ber name—Sandwell had a 
traly English ring, and could not be Orientalized. Shortly, how- 
ever, that faint consolation was destroyed by my servant, who, a 
Worse gossip than * Semme-de-chavwbre, poured out to me the facts 
that she had taken the name of Sandwell from an old aunt whose 
property she had inherited, the name being part of the legacy. 

“hey do say, sir,” continued Jackson, ‘‘as her own name was & 
monstrous queer-sounding one. She’s always called Mistress Do- 
rothy through the house, and has only been home a short time— 
only since my lady’s marriage ; and when she did come, she brought 
them fearful blacks with her. It’s shocking to bear them a-calling 
her mamma, and it don't seem natural as they should be hers. 

A week, two weeks, were gone, and atill I lingered at the 
Priory. My passion for Dorothy had become the prominent 
part of my being. Day by day, hour by hour, it became more ob- 
vious tv» me that I should part from her eitber as her future 
husband, or a badly wounded. unsuccessful suitor. Yet during 
these two weeks, not one word had ever come to my ears regarding 
her past life. She was still young—too young for her to have been 
anything more than slip of a girl when the heavy cares of life 
apparently became hers. 

Well, to cut it short, we were walking home one evening from a 
Jawn party, given at one of the neighboring houses ; Lady Dinsmore. 
her husband, Mr. Kendall in front, Dolly and I loitering behind 
them. It was a lovely moonlight night ; the little river rippled 
like a wilver thread ut our feet ; the trees cast deep shadows before 
us; the air was sweet with a thousand flowers. The influence of 
the night was not to be resisted. Another moment and—she knew 
it all. Knew how I loved her, how I had fought off that love, and 


Google 


sey . 





how it would not be conquered, but grew stronger aud stronger until 
it held me captive, and made me sue for her love in self-defense. 

No Lovelance could have pleated more warmly, and no Clarissa 
listened more coyly. The beautiful color stole over her face, her 
slender hands held each other in sweet confusion, aud the proud, 
handsome eyes were inverted beneath the ardor of mine. ; 

At last she spoke, 

“The children !" 

“Ah. Dolly!” I answered ; ‘“‘do you suppose I would as 
them from you? I must love them, — sweet sake. con- 
fees,” I added, impa‘iently, “I would er they were not yours, 
and not Japanese. Of course, I have no doubt your husband was 
no end of a good fellow, but that’s neither here nor there ; they are 
yours, and that’s enough. I love you, I want you, and naturally 
must take the children with you. I am not such a savage as to sek 
a mother to part from her little ones.” 

“‘ Husband !—father !—my own children !” faltered Dorothy, her 
gray eyes full of indignant surprise, then on a sudden breaking into 
a ritping Nex of laughter. “Oh, my poor misguided, credulous 
Philip ! d did you think me the mother of Angel and Weasel ! 
I married !—my husband a Japanese! Oh, forgive me, but it is 
too delicious !” 

Dolly, however, was merciful. She saw my confusion, and 
choking back her merriment as best the could it would 
crop forth every moment in little, spasmodic burste—she took my 
arm and marated the following incidents : 

“Mr. Kendall is my stepfather. By mother, an English lady» 
was the widow ofa S Don, who, being on the unfortunate 
side of politics, at his death left my mother very poor and with two 
little babies. My twinbrother, Guy, was always a wild, harum- 
scarum boy, and, as he grew older, never could agree with either 
my mother or her husband, though a kinder father not 
— Tan Sway ot the age of sixteen. We heard nothing of him f 
four years. en, two years ago, a letter reached us from 
—— sf on apanese —— * er Weat of the Uni 

tates, saying Guy was very ill. 8 wife, a Japanese of 
birth, had died, lea two little ones to his care. The a. 
stated that he had ormed the marriage y between 
she having previously become a Christian, and added, if we 
to see Guy alive we must lose no time. 

“ Of course, there was no end of the scene, and my m 
long a sufferer of heart trouble, died in —— of the 
Mr. Kendall was thus rendered totally unfit for traveling, even if 
my stepsister's health would have permitted his leaviug her. 
persuaded him to allow me to go to America—I was used to going 
about, and did not fear the journey, I reached San Francisco in 
time to see my poor brother before he died, and to promise him, as 
a last request, to take care of his little ones and be a mother to 
— I was bringing — ———— and our 
second meeting» came about by my being obliged, some months later 

the States and take on of their 


to back to possessi property 
thelr guardian, my brother having left them with a handsome for- 
tane,’ 


She paused, then added a little breathlessly, but with a dignified 
movement of her proud head : 
“TI have never been married. I am simple Dorothy del Balbo.” 
“ Oh, Dorothy !” I cried, in an agony of shame—“ will you, can 
ou forgive my stupid mistake? I was a fool—e blind, idiotic fool! 
Bat do orgice me, my darling ! — Christianity by heap- 
ing coals of fire upon my unworthy head—eay yes to my ing?” 
“If you wish it,” she replied tenderly and lifted her proud eyes 
to mine, proud no * bat full of truest love. 
And there, in the shelter of the woods, only the bright moon to 
look down upon us, I took her in my arms sealed the contract 
that made me then, and has made me ever since, the happiest man 


in the world. 
And the little Japs, ask? Gay, more familiarly known as 
Weasel, is a fine young fellow now at Cambridge, and carrying all 
before him. And Alice! Look at that tall, sleht girl now enter- 
ing the room, in white fleecy drapery that clings closely about a 
finely moaded figure ; masses of golden hair twine about her sharply 
head ; black pencilled brows and deep almond-shaped eyes com- 
plete the beautiful — To-morrow is her wedding day, 
and, looking at her as she stands there, you hardly wonder that she 
is making one of the best matches in Kent.—The Argosy. 
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SoLuriox oF DovuBLE Acrostic or Dsc. Slsr, sy “Saroxara.” 


Friend Wishes. 
F urro Ww 
R ossin I 
I ri 8 
E H! 
N am E 
D res 8 


No correct solutions received. 





CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning ................ 00. ecseoveee DE AML 
Bvoening.. 5.30 p.m. 


E. Cuampneys Inwing, M.A, 
The Parsonage, 101. 


UNIUN CHURCH, No. 167. 


Sunday Morning ...........cccccsecsscceeceseceetceeces ll am. 
aa Evening..... ... 8 PM. 
Rev. Lurugr H. Guuick, M.D., 
Pastor. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 


For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, DECKMBER 24TH, 1880. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongõ, Tokio, Japan. 
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Heavy line represents barometer. 

Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers, 

..... epresentæa Velocity of wind. 

...... Percentage of humidity, 

Max. velocity of wind 38.8 miles per hour on Tuesday at noon. 

soe eee — — point and to the level of 
sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer during the week was30 448 
inches on Thursday, at 10 p.m., and the lowest was 29°739 inches 
on Tuesday at 7am. Very considerable barometical fluctuations 
Occurred during the week. The highest temperature during the 
week was 48°.3 on Monday and the lowest was 22°.3 on Saturday, 
the maximum and minimum for the corresponding week of last 
year being 57°.6 and 27°.5 respectively. There was no rain during 
the week but a trace of hail on Saturday. The rain for the corres- 
ponding week of last year was 1.030 inches, 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS, 
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METEOROGICAL REPORT 
For Week BEGINNING FRIpay, DECEMBER 81st, 1880. 
Obeervatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongd, Tokio, Japan. 
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the sea. 


The highest reading of the barometer during the week was 
30°440 inches on Friday at 7 a.m. and the lowest was 29°820 inches 
on Thursday at 11 p.m. The barometric range for the week was 
unusually great, being 1°120 inches. The fall in the barometer 
towards the end of the week was accompanied by arise in tem- 
perature, the highest for the week being 53°.3 on . Wednesilay and 
the lowest 25°.3 on Tuesday, the maximum and minimum tempera- 
tures for the corresponding week of last year being 52°.9 and 26°.5 
respectively. A trace of rain fell on Thursday, the total amount 
for the corresponding week of last year being ‘765 inches. 


‘ YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. 








4M. AM. AM. NOON. Pm. Pe. Pim. FM. ope. P.M. PM 

8@ 915 1030 12.0 130 245 4. 615 630 8.0 10, 0 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 

aM. 3.M. AM. NOON. P.M. Pim. PAM. P.x. OPM. P.w. PM 

-@ 915 1080 12.0 130 245 4.0 615 630 8.0 108 





YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Daiy :—8.30, and 9.45 4. u.; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 pon. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Daity;—6.45 aud 9.30 a.:, and 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 rv. 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 


By T. M. Brown. 
(From the American Chess Nuts.) 





WHITE, 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION or CuEss PROBLEM OF DEc, 3lsT, BY E. B. Coox. 


White. Black, 
1.—Q. to K. 6, 1.—K. Kt. 4, 
2.—P. R. 8. 2.—Anything. 
3.—Q. mates. 
1.—Any other move. 
2.—Q. B. 5 | : 
3.—P. Kt. 3, mates. 


Correct solutions received from—V. d P. and Q. 








SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 





INWARDS. ‘ 

Jan. 1, Japanese steamer Sumida Maru, Hubenet, 896, from Hong- 
kong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Jan. 2, French steamer A/enzaleh, Homery, 
Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Jan. 2, British steamer, Propontis, Thomson, 1,380, from Antwerp 
via Manila, General, to Wilkin & Robison. 

Jan. 3, Russian transport, Ermak, ny Kolfchan, — from Hiogo. 

Jan. 3, Japanese steamer Suminoye Maru, Frahm, 852, from Hako- 
date, Mails aud General, to M. B. Co 

Jan 5, Japauese steamer Shario Maru, Kilgour, 524, from Kobe, 
Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Jan. 6, British steamer Oceanic, Metcalfe, 2,440, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to 0. & O. Co. 

Jan. 6, Japanese steamer, Hiroshima Maru, Haswell, 1,146, from 

ai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Jan. 6, Japanese steamer Tokai Maru, Hogg, 1,042, from Kobe, 
P er General, to * B. Co. * — 
an. 6, ese ue Sumanoura Maru, Spi ° " m 

N k Del ek 


1,273, from Hongkong, 


—— 
Jan. 8, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Jan. 8, American ship Grandce, from New York, Kerosene. 





PASSENGERS. 


Per Sumida Maru from sini, spn, LY See J. Stahel (U.S. 
—— at Kobe) and 1 Japanese in cabin; 55 Jupanese and 2 Chinese 


Per Mfenzaleh from 
Mdlle Hahn, 
en. 
Per — steamer J/iroshima Maru from Shanghai and way- 
de +—Miss Vincent, Messrs. C.F. Hooper, L. W. Mason, M. 
insburg, Harris, E. Kinch, E. C. Kirby, 
Parenogo, and 5 Japanese in the cabin; 3 Europeans, 6 Chinese 
and 109 Japanese in the steerage. 

Per British steamer Oceanic from Hon kong :—For Yokohama: 
Miss G. Morris, Messrs. G. S. Veitch, Bm P. Moberly; 2 in the 
steerage. For San Francisco: W.C. Johnson, wife and child ,4 
Earopeans, and 296 Chinese in the steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Kolonoye Marx from Hakodate :—80Ja- 
panese in the steerage. 


OUTWARDS. 
Dec. 31, British steamer, Sunda, Reeves, 1,074, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by P. &. O. Co. 
81, American sbi 
Ballast, despatched 


Hongkong :—Mrs, Pelikan, child end servant, 
Messrs. Wertheimber, Bieber, Yamagata, Elfen and 


. Davis, C. Fennelaus, 





, Jardine, Matheson & Co, 
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. F. Hersey, Waterhouse, 990, for Manila, | 
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Dec, 31, U. 8. sloop-of-war, Satara, Commander Sampson, 1,900, 
8 guns, for Kobe and Nagasaki. 

Jan.1, American steamer City of Tokio, Maury, 5,050, for Hong- 
kong, Mails and General, despatched by V. M. Co. 

Jan. 5, Japanese steamer Genkai Maru, Conner, 1,917, for Shanghai 
and ports, Mails and General, —*— by M. R. Co. 

Jan. 6, Japanese steamer Teurnga Maru,Cheetham, 661, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by AI. B. Co. 

Jan. 8, German brig Cari, Thomsen, 225, for Kobe, Ballast, des- 
patched by Edward Fischer & Co. 

Jan. 8, British barque Zvila, Peregrine, 953, for Iloilo, Ballast, des- 
patched by Frazar & Co. 

Jan. 8, British steamer Oceanic, Metcalfe, 2,440, for San Francisco, 
Mails and General, despatched by O. & O. Co. 

Jan. 8, Japanese steamer Sumida Varu, Hubeuet, 896, for Hong- 
kong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 


; PASSENGERS. 

Per American steamer City of Tokio for Hongkong :—Messrs. A. 
S, Edwards, J. Sohm, J. Smith, C. E. Cassels, ary, | Berger in the 
cabin ; and 190 Chinese in the steerage. 

Per British steamer Sunda for Hongkong :—\Wong Wah Choon 
in the cabiu ; 2 Chinese and 1 Corean in the stee a 

Per J —— steamer Talasago Marx for Shanghai and = — 
Mr. and - Smith, Messrs. McThorne, Beyrich, F. Reid, Mus- 
grave, E. J. Smithers, E.T. Blanchet, and 25 Japanese in the cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer (/enkai Maru, for Shanghai and ports :— 
Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Stewart, Dr. Van der —— essrs. H. W. Lea, 
Yamanaka, Hoole, A. E. Salter, Hulme, Oki, Ichiwara, Manosaki, 
and Sano (2). 

Per British steamer Oceanic for San Francisco :—For Paris: H. 
K. Melchor Ordenez and wife, Mr. Elduayen, Messrs. Mariano He- 
nestruza, Manuel Cataner. For London: Mr. Ed. Davis. For New 
York : Mr.Geo Hamilton. For San Francisco : Genl. Stahel, W. 
C. Johnson, wife and child. Messrs. H. M. Roberts, F. S. James, 
John Middleton, and L. J. Bradbury; 7 Europeans, and 294 Chinese 
in the steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Sumida Alaru for Hongkong via Kobe :— 
Mr. and Mrs. Yoshida, Mr. and Mrs. Matsuda, Messrs. Schidlo- 
wasky, Hamane, Market, Yaskimoto, Hokugo, Jila, J. da Gengo. 











CARGOES. 
Per British steamer Svada for Hongkong :— 
Gill, for Lomdom cq nce coe tse, cee cvs OB ballen 
» » France ee 6 
SO aks es oe oe TE 
Per Japanese steamer Swmida Maru from Hongkong vii Kobe — 
ION, "nee. 8,050.000 
Per Japanese steamer Geakai Maru for Shanghai and * — 
ee ee oT 
Per Japanese steamer J/iroshima Marw from Shanghai and ports:— 
SRORBREO oo, nce mee sce: tas ese ccs ose SOL OELSS 
REPORTS. 
The Japanese steamer Shario Maru reports :—Left Kobe at day- 


light on the 3rd, and arrived at Yokohama at 1 a.m. on the 5th 
instant. Passed twenty-two sailing vessels in the Kii Channel, all 
bound for Kobe. 


The British steamer Oceanic report:—Left Hongkong December 
30th, at 3.15 p.m. First three days had moderate to strong N. E. 
winds with a high sea, thence to port moderate variable winds and 
fine weather. Arrived at 0.45 a.m. Jan. 6th, 188]. 


The Sumanoura Maru :—Left Nagasaki on the 29th ultimo 
and encountered light variable winds throughout the passage. 








NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 
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ORIENTED, 444 








P. M. Co. | 

WORN ck ——— O. & O. Co. Jan. 10th1 
Europe, via HONGKONG ........ -: M. M. Co. Jan. 14th 
HONGKONG  ...cccccees —— P. & O. Co. Jan. 8th2 
Honakona, via Kose...............) M. B. Co. Jan. 10th 
DUAN MNINGR P. M. Co. 
PRO MOGING sas acon chek jededessce ined | O. & O. Co 
Suanauat, Wiowo & Naaasakt...! M. B. Co. Jan. 13th 

1,—Left Sau Francisco, December 21st, Belgic. 

2.—Left Hongkong, ber 29th at noon, Malacca. 

NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 

P. M. Co Jan. 23rd 
BORON O. & O. Co. | Jan. 8th 
Kunore, via HONGKONG ......... P. & O. Co. | Jan. 15th 
Eunore, via HonaKona ......... M. M. Co Jan. 8th 
PE AS ge Peed REN ee, me LOH ON M. B. Co 
HonGkona, via Kouk .............. M. B. Co Jan. 8th 
PRO MEININED, ciwians scavaxccnerlacarcesde 0. & O. Co. | Jan. 12th 
JJ bescbivackéatanct P. M. Co. 
Suanauat, IIIodo, & Nagasakt..' M. B. Co. Jan. 12th 








‘The arrival and departure of ‘mails by the “ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘‘ Pacitic Mail,” and the ‘* Peningular and Oriental" 
companies, are approximate only. 
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NAMK, Currin, Meacano Rie. | ona, From. ARRIVED. ConsiQners. 
STEAMERS. . 
Hiroshima Maru Haswell Japanese steamer 1,146 | Shanghai & ports Jan. 6/| M.B. Co 
Menzaleh Homery French steamer 1,273 | Hongkong Jan. 2 | M.M.Co. 
Nagoya Maru * Wynn Japanese steamer — —— & ports Feb. 5] M. B. Co. 
tis ‘ Thomson British steamer * twerp via Manila | Jan. 2 | Wilkin & Robison 

Volga ' Quirand , Wrench steamer | 1,502 502 | Hongkeng Dec. 16 | M. MM. Co. 

SAILING SHIPS. | | 
Alexander i Carson _Americanschooner! 52 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | J. E. Collyer 
Baston Vale _ Backingham British barque | 411 | Liverpool Dec. 17 & Co. 
Black Diamond ' Baade ‘German barque ; 601 | Nagasaki Dec. 23 | P. Bohm 
Cilurnum ‘ Beadle | British ship | 1,850 | Ilongkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co, 
Foatenaye j F. Tribe | British ship | 5864! Antw ec. 9 | A. Reimers & Co. 
Helena | Ewalt | German schooner 60 | Kurilo Islands Oct. 31 | Captain 
Lottie Hilts ° (terman schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 | Hobnholz & Cu, 
Madame Demorest Walker | British barque 870 | Newcastle, N.S. W. Apr. 19 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen | German schooner 65 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24 | P. Bohm 
Mikado Lehman British barque 648 | London Dec. 24 | Hudson & Co. 
North Star | Jobnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhbotz & Co. 
Otaego Teaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Ielands Nov. 3 | H. Cook 
Otome Hardy Americauschooner| 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Pioneer Maien Russian schooner 72 | Romo, vit Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Waleh, Hall & Co. 
Polynesian Collins | British ship 1,293 | Sh Nov. 28 | Findlay, Richardson & Co. 

Royal Tar Gaves i British —— 598 | Newcastle, N.S.W. Dec. 23 ; Walsh, Hall & Co 
Scottish Fairy .| Toozes | British | 750 | Pat in dismasted Oct. 10 | Malcolm & Co. 
Stella Werner Anierican — $0 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
Victoria Cross Tweedie British barque 668 | Antwerp Dec. 3 | Boyes & Co. 

! 
| : 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 

Namx. Qiuns.| ‘Tons. HOP. —I Wutrnkx reo. ComMANDer. 
BRITISH—Albatross... 0.0... us oe] 4 soa || «6 — | Sloop Chefoo Captain Errington 
FRENCH—Champlain ... ... ois: “eee: cach 10 1,940 | 40 Corvette N — Captain Michand 
GERMAN—Veneta . sla, ‘ae; 4 2,000 | — | Corvette Ko Captain Zirzow 
ITALIAN—Vettor Pisani ws | 12 1,800 | — | Corvette Kobe Cap. H.R.H. D. of Genoa 
RUSSIAN—Kniaz — sae ads idee seal 4,291 — | Ironclad Nagasaki Captain Tirtoff 

ie Crayseer ... ve cee eee ef — | (1,600 | — | Corvette Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 

ae ALEIOR 20. ces ce wee cee wel 14 1,400 ; — Cruiser N i Captain Alescoff 

ss Ferme ssc: Sse Sete aan’. ead? aun 4 375 — Transport Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
VESSELS ON THE BERTIL. 


ea aaa —— an a aT ES ———— — 
| | 





Dexri nation, ' NaMe. - AGENTS. To nx Drseatrciep. 
mv as as Ce — i o ee —— — Se — — 
i Wilkin & Robison Jan. Sth 
Shangees and way | * “| he ari | Adamson, Bell & Co. Quick des 
eve eee! = ’ patch 
New — via Kobe and China " vie M. M. (‘o. —ã 
ongk i M. B. Co. : an. 1 at 4r.x 
Ahaaghsi and way ‘ports. ae P.& 0. Co : Jan. 15th 
— — —— Niigata Mara : = Jam. 22nd, at 4 p.m. 


| MB. Co. 
| 
| 
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IMPORTS.—lIn sympathy with higher prices at home buyers show a disposition to operate, especially in Varnes, 
aud prices have advanced as per quotations given below. Shirtings are wanted. T. Reds show an advance of 5 cents 
qll round. Latons aro asked for at improved rates as the season approaches. _J¥"oollens all more or less neglected. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—(Cuatinuced. 


Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ... per picul $30.00 to 32.00 | Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds.22 in. per piece $7.00 to 9.00 
= » Good to Best... ...... ‘ $32.50 to 34.00 | VictoriaLawns ... ...12 ,, 42/3,, ;, 0.73 to 0.75 
Bombay, No.20 do. ... .. « ae $30.00 to 31.75 | Taffachelass:— ... ...12 ,, 43 ,, $1.30 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... — $34.50 to 35.50 | \WOOLLENS :-— 
* Good to Best... ... ... — $36.00 to 37.00 Plai . 
”9 42 ee eco eco ece ece eee ”? $40.00 to 41.00 Figured Oclesas. oe — be ee ar ap bed ret 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Lastings ... ... ... .. ... 29-30 | 31... 10.00 to 11.00 
Grey Shirtings :—7 Ib. per piece 28} yds. 39 in. $1.50 to 1.90 | Italian Cloth ... ... ... ... 30 ,, 32,, ... 022 to 0.31 
" ” 8 lb. i, — in. ee to 2.25, Camlet Cords ... ... ... ... 29-30 ,, 22,, ... 450 to 5.75 
9 lb. _, ‘ in. $2.22} to 2.6 : =e ef} Es 
T. Cloths :—7 1b... 24 yda, $2 in. per piece LSS" to 1.70 — — —* — in... ces 233* 
Drills, English:—14-15 lb. 40 » 30 in. * $2.50 to 2.70 a6. Yuren 24 ” 30 — 0.35 to 0.45 
Indigo Shirtings:— ...12 ,, 44in. ,, $1.50 to 1.60 ; i — 
Prints:—Assorted ... ...24 ,, 30in. — $1.40 to 2.60 Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.60 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black 32in. ,, . $0.09 to0.15$ Pilots... ... oe 54 ,, to56 ,,... O32 to 0.474 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.24yds.30in. __,, $1.55 to 1.75 Presidents... ... ... ... 54,, to56,....0.60 to 0.65 
* 2h 402 1b.24 ,, 30in. _,, $1.70 to 1.85 Union... ... «.. -- 54,, to56 .,... 0.32} to 0.60 
° $ Ib.... 


24 4, Win. ,, $185 to1.95 | Blankets, grcon,6toS8lbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.89 to 0.42 


SUGAR.—Small sales only at quotation: holders are firmer in consequence of adverse news of Formose 
crop. Stock 40,000 piculs. 


SAIGON RICE.—Two thousand piculs have met with bayers. Stock 21,000 piculs. 


KEROSENE.—Buyers have entered the market aud taken off 20,000 cases ; prices have in consequence gone 
up to our quotation. Stock 450,000 cases. 


Sagar :—Takao in bag... ... ... ... rpical $4.48 Ja FRiOG: Sve: ac. “ade See ses, “de icul $3.00 to 3.35 
’ Taiwanfoo in bag: ? lowe,’ sae — $4.45 Tinea Wheat ..g www . .. wee — $2.10 
—— and Ke-pak__... Me $7.75 to $8.75 m Rice [cargo] ... ...0 ... .. * $1.83 to 1.85 
China No. 4-5, Kongfan & Kook-fab... ” $6.50 to $8.50 | Kerosene Oil... 2.0.0 0.0.0 0. ee oe case 2.00 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Since our last report of the 81st ultimo, the demand then noted has still continued. Hank sorts have 
been most sought after, and au advance of $10 on last quotations has followed. Stocks arv ostimated at about 5,000 Lales. 


Exchange 3/83 Exchange 4.76 
Hanks.—No. 1 & 2............000e0- $550 to $560 = 17/8 to18/ = fcs. 48.90 to fcs. 49.70 
* * 2 —XXX $540 to $550 = 17/4 to 17/8 = » 48.30 to 35 48. 90 
” ey 2} Cvcccecccccccccccecce $520 = 16/10 = 50 2 46.50 
» pp Sé&infrs. .........- $490 to $500 = 15/8 to 16/2 = 3 43.60to », 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra  ........s000...000 $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/33 = , 57.90to ,, 58.70 
—VV——— $610 to $620 = 19/11 to 203 = , 55.30to ,, 56.10 
” 90D ceccccccerescocee $570 to $590 = 18/8 to19;4 = , 51.80to , 53.50 
rf sae Pa NANE EME $540 to $550 = 179 tol8/l = |, 49.10to ., 50.00 
Kakedas—Best................00-0.2--€590 to $600 = 19/4 to198 = , 53.50to , 5440 
» Medium & Good ......550 to $570 = 18/1 to 18/8 = ,, 50.00to ., 51.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best ......... $535 to $580 = 17/7 to19/ = ,, 48.90to ,, 52.70 





TEA.—Oar market bas been quiet during ‘the past week, settlemeuts reaching some 900 piculs ‘only, chiefly 
composed of Good Medium and lower. grades. 


The stock is reduced to some 6,000 piculs, one half of which is low Common to Common. 
Common 


dea Fine .. . eer >) to0 823 
Good Common : ——— $9 to $12 Finest sae a -. $25 to $27 
Medium ... Sas F * * — 815 to 816 Choice ste abe — aa -. 88 1t0 SD. 
Good Medium eee eee eee eee eco $17 to $19 Choicest eee eco eee eco eee $32 to $34 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates have weakened towards the close of the American aud French mails, in spite 


of considerable settlements of Private Paper, the bulk of which has been iu frances at from 4.77 to 4.74 for six month's 
sight bills, principally for silk shipments. ) 


Sterxtinc—Bank 4 months’ sight 





—— 2/81 to 3/83 Ow SHancHat—Bank sight..............ccccccscsccsscssvee 72 
J Bank Bills on demand ........MMX 3/8 to 3/73 — Private 10 days’ sight.................. 
ss Private 4 months’ sight ...............c..... 3/82 Ox New Yorx—Bank Bills on demand............... 
* a _ ———— 3/9 ss Private 30 days’ sight............... 
Ow Paris—Bauk sight 20... ........c005 cessssescecceseee 4,65 Ox Sax Farancisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 894 
” Private 6 months’ wight .............ccccee0 4.75 ” Private 30 days’ sight ......... 
Ox HonaKonco—Bank sight ............ccccsssesccesseces : ———— <Cisuesaneccasieve dis. 
Private 10 days’ sight ............... 4 % disct. Gors FW oases ss sae es cckn dosesssc Cen ciseiekeisicceckescevaxs nom, 





SHIPPING. 


; SHIPPING.—There are no disengaged sailing ships in ports, all having been taken up for Philipinies or Japan 
loading The first direct steamer from Manila, the Propontis, arrived a few days ago. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL’S 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 
Sine Prise Metals, Perit, Vienna and Philedeighia. 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, _ 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
"‘HRRRINGS A LA SARDINE, 


+ — — — — —— —— oe 





— 


NDOX, 162. PARTS. 18:7. CORDOVA, 187%. LIMA, 1872. 
IASON. t > ADELP s1A, 1876. 


: _- — 
ee ae Oo le 


MW White Rose, Frangiparne, Ylangylang, Stephenotis, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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PERFUMERY, 


eclebrated for atery te of the very best English “3 

manufacture. * te parity great excollenes it bas ‘ 
obtained the fdlowing 

EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 








VICXXA. thos 
GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


ATKINSON'S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 
THE HANDKERCHIEF, 










YARMOUTH BLOATEBS, 1* * — — Trevel, 

LAC ALL WHITEBAIT Magnolia, asmin, Viole edal Bouquet, 
eee UPS : 4 and ali other odoars, of irietealowi. 
PARSERYRD ' VEGETABLES,  6SEeATKINSON’S FLORIDA WATER, 

.  @ most fragran’ Perfame distilled from the ebolcest Exotics 







HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 5 
PRESERVED CHEESE, a ATKINSON’S QUININE HAIR LOTION, & 
OZFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, a very refreshing Wash which eumereies the shin to « healthy : 


BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEA AND PERRINS WORCESTERSHIRE 





ATKINSON’S | 
ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 
@ powerful Perfame distilled frem the finest flowers, 







UCE. 
iy and other Specialities articles of Perfumery 
Fresh supplies of the and numerous other table ME] be chtained ot oll dealers the World, end ef the ey 







J--& BE. ATKINSON, 
CAUTION. 24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 
rie ae tds ede or jars —— 
should invariably be destroyed when empty. PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLIOLTION. 








CAUTION.—Mesws. J. & EB ATKINSON 
eet NY 





Geods should always be examined upon to 
assett bas extent cc vabctbeatten of ara sot Git a> 


AB genuine goods bear the names of Crosse § Blackwell * 
on the Label, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, “on rei 
Jare.and Tine. RENT | MG Siree ESE ee ont § — — 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL, — 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, TRE “HIOGO NEWS.” 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. : PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING 
July, 1878. (Sundays excepted). , 
UBSCRIPTION $24 per Annum, payable half-yearly 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & C0.,| >. inateanes. 


en mn 
MANCHESTER, 


— — ENGI AND. —— fahraary 12. 1874. tf. 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND Alex, Campbell, 
. as GENERAL COMMISSION AGENT, 
- MACHINERY. No. 33, TSUKIJI, TOKIO. 
May 4, 1878. ; Tokio, 26th Jane, 1880. 
one 











CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and bencficial, that i is with justice called the ‘* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach." 
“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
ender any circumstancts, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles ot 18. 1}4., 28. Od., and 11s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 


CAUTION. ; 
Be sure and ash for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 








November lith, 1878. 
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MESCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
[SD « 
Sa Sills. s 
Anow. Haoysioe & Co 3 Snlte 
Beat 
Limited. — sire exe 
| | ——— 
52583 2* 
82, Walbrdok;” London, — 
= Be Bisdhs 
BRITANNIA IRON: WORKS, DERBY, aE Sisils 
Manufactute all kinds of > Ss . 
ta 338 
IRONWORK, cee Ses 
kim e oF.9S 
ons paced 
Structural & Ornamental. FS& ERE is 
. a=. Sab s, - 
shy Rn ee | escrption Girder Bridges. Arch * J ue 
| S “SE emsa 
A H. & Co. make ies f year for Foreign Countries some a 2 & * 8 
¢ thousands of Tons of Bridges. >. : 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. = i> SEy sa 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS a. = =f. 16 
Eustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. — * 8 “tam 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. F —— 
See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C. Ss =as 4 
* with 1,800 designs we ee “a 8 4 38 
Railings. Balcony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. = = a4 Rm 
pa 
< - e indgows. men 
ee pi —— mp Fountains, Drinking Fountains August 2, 1879. 26780 
OUrestings. Terminals, ~ Vases, Pedestals. 
Conservatories. Band- Stands, — 
12 Shapes and Sizes. 
{Catalogue (D) free on Application. ; 
Andw. Handyside & €o., Limited, ELLWOOD’S 
LONDON. PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


__*** IHATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 














Josren GILLOTT’S STEEL FENS. Gold. AGAINST SUN STROKE. 
Josera GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
| and Wholesale only of 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. is. 
J Ns. Poin! J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 
JOSEPH GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. 1878, LONDON, 
April, 1880, = Beware of Useless Imitations. 
DINNEFORD’ TEORI 
AraniEnrwonpuiecinn 
CONSTITUTIONS, , LADIES, 
THE BEST AND ’ 
oF TEE gromann. ——— AND FOR REGULAR USH 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND — ABM CLIMATES. 


— (atin FLUID 
pan MAGNESIA. 





And of Druggists and Stor keepers throughout 

London, wr World. * 

N.B. ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
April 10, 1880. ly. 


28 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEBTLES, 


KEATING’S. INSEGT POWDER, 


which, is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 

In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one aved be troubled by those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in upplication. 

for and be snre to obfsiu “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” ‘as Imitations aro’ Noxious, aud fail in 
giving satisfaction. ~~ | 

Soxp By ALL CuExists in Borgies, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S: WORM: TABLETS, 


2. 
A PURELY: VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT,. both in 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the chly o¢?tain remody for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD: WORMS. It is a perfectly ‘safe and mild 
preparation, aid is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 

Mr. Kearixa, ; 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
rp oes enormods; dud in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now if stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 


broaght me dari 
ze — 12* not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 
M. A. WALKER. 
. SoLv uv Borrues, ur acy Curate amp Dauvaazers. --. 
Proprietor—THOMASsKEATING, London. 
WARD AND CATITJON.—Whereas fraudulent 


imitations of this unsurpassed remedy have been sold, I 
heréby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. | 

April, 1880. 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
as ee 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 


° ‘ BRANDED 
BALD WIN--WILDEN, » AND “SEVERN.” 


TIN. PLATES, 


BRANDED: ECANB” “Wipen,” “UNICORN,” 
yo ARLE 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. ; 


. 
:. 











Al snte— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, F.C. 
April, 1880. : 


FOR SALE. 


ILBEYS CHAMPAGNE, . 
a SPARKLING SAUMUR, 
SHERRY, CLARET, PORT, 
&c., &e., . &e. 


EDWARD FISCHER & Co., 
aa No. 14. 
Yokohama, 8lst January, 1880 


+ Export, Ag 
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ot Banking and Exc 


food for the use of Travellers. 


FortTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the 


(Jan. &, 1881. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
— — — — c7—5 CORPORA. 
HH OXGkoNS AND — BANKING CORPORA- 


— — 


 Parp-up CarrraL ... .. $5,000,000. 
Rissave — ... $1,600,000. 
Head Office: HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—The Hon. W. Keswick, Eeq. 
Deputy Chairman—A ex. McIver, Eaq. 


E. R. Belilios, ., H. L. Dalrymple, Eeq., H. Hoppius, Esq. 
Wilhelm — Eeq., F. D. Sassoon, Eeq., W.S. Young, Eeq., 
H. de Courcy Forbes, Esq., 
Chief Manager—THos Jacxsox, Esq. 


LONDON COMMITTEE. 
A. H. Phillpots, Esq., Director of London and County Bank. 
E. F. Dancanson, Esq., of Messrs. T. A. Gibb & Co. 
Albert Deacon, Eeq., of Messrs. R. & A. Deacon. 
Manager—Davip McLzax, Esq. 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANE. 








SHANGHAI. 
Manager—Ewnx Cameron, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 


New York, London, ———— Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 


: ankow, n, 
Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Aocounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances. 
_ On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 


Loca. Bitts DiscounrEp. 
Oredits granted on Securities, and every description 
ransacted. 


e business t ; 
places in Europe, 


Chief Commercial 
China and Japan, 
JOHN WALTER, Manager. 


Ghe “Sapa Mail,” 


Drafts granted on t 
dia, Australia, Ameri 


Yokohama, 25th August, 1880. 








A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


EstABLISHED, 1865. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprrtox. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 


of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


foregoing, is pub- 
lished for tranamission by the American Mail — ——— 
jee hag rag Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. ; 


THe Jarax Datty Mat is published every morning (Sundays ex- 


cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Passenger liste, Vessels on the Berth and 
in Harbour &c., &c. Also the latest Telegrams, Japanese 
newr, Reports of Trials in the Courts of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies, and all matters of interest to the Commuaity. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a e and con- 
stantly —— circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional edvertising afvan and secures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 
AGENTS OF - THE PAPER. 


LONDON... ccccceceeee peers G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 
NEW YORK.......cccccsees A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGKONG................. Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAL..........ccccceee China and Japan Trading Co. 
Hroco & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
NAGASAKI........cceeecees China & Japan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subecriptions and Advertisemente 
for these papers. 











— and published for the Proprietors ly the Sanages 
rea BLACKWELL, af tha “Japan Mail” Office, 16 Bund 





A WEEKLY 


Inpan Wreekly Mail, 


REVIEW OF 


JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








Vout. V. No. 2.] Yokohama, January, 15th 1881. ($24 Pen Annum. 


CONTENTS. 


| of it for some moments. The weather was beautiful, and 


bat for the cloud of dust raised by the troops, the morning 
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NOTES. 


On Saturday, the 8th instant, His Imperial Majesty the 
Mikado inaugurated the commencement of the New Year's 
work by a review of the Imperial Guard, and the whole of 
the Garrison of Tokio, at the parade ground of Hibiya. 

Betwevn half-past nine and ten o'clock the distinguished 
Visitors invited to be present arrived on the gronnd, consist- 
ing of the Diplomatic Corps, the high Japanese officials, and 
many foreign naval and military officers, amongst whom 
was the renowned African traveller, Baker Pasha, conspicuous 
in his unifurm of that Turkish rank, with red fez. 

Panctually at ten o’clock His Imperial Majesty arrived at 
the place in his state carriage, escorted by a troop of lancers, 
and alighted at a small field tent, hung with silk brocade and 
emblazoned with his crest in gold. After a delay of about 
fifteen minutes the Mikado mounted a handsome bay Japanese 
pony, the trappings of which were profusely embroidered with 
gold, and proceeded to ride along the lines of troops that 
nearly surrounded the parade ground, acc.mpanied by a 
brilliant staff, amongst which were numerous foreign officers. 
The inspection of the ranks being completed, His Majesty 
trotted smartly up to the saluting point, followed by his staff. 
The report that the Mikado is an excellent horseman is 
certainly correct. He has a capital seat, and seems perfectly at 
home in the saddle. The troops then marched past in quick 
time, the cavalry and artillery afterward passing at the trot. 
Then the whole, after re-furming on the opposite side of the 
parade ground from the saluting point, advanced in close 
column with the officers in front, and so brought the review 
toaclose. His Majesty then dismounted, and after a few 
minutes drove back to the Palace. 

The marching, covering, and distance of almost all the 
infantry wore anything but good. The passing of the artil- 
lery and cavalry at the trot was very well performed, al- 
though the horses of one of the mountain guns took charge 
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It is well known, however, that ramour being a most intract- 
able agent, is very prone to run riot, and if left unrestrained, 
s00n so disfigures itself as to be incapable of recognition by its 
own parents. There is a quaint game which is sometimes 
played by merry folks on winter evenings, and which must 
certainly have been conceived originally by a gentleman con- 
nected with the press. Some call it the ‘game of circulation,’ 
others, the ‘ play of dot and carry one,’ but whatever be its 
name, it is a frolic with-a moral. It is managed in this wise, 
Somebody concocts, and commits to paper a short story—the 
shorter and simpler the better—which he presently whispers 
to some one else, who passes it similarly, sotto voce, to his 
neighbour, and so on until it goes the round of the whole 
party. The last recipient then retails the version he has re- 
ceived, and this being compared with the original, the two are 
generally found to have no shadow of resemblance beyond a 
few common acoustic fragments. We cannot help thinking 
that this ganie represents the serious business of a Japanese 
newsmonger’s life. Here is an example of his method — 
“ Dollars,” he says to A, “are very plentiful, I understand, 
and easily procured in the United States.” Then to Bs— 
‘* America is a country of limitless resources. How fortunate 
that its Minister is well disposed to the Japanese!” Sub- 
sequently to C :—* A foreign loan is the only remedy for the 
financial crisis ; the ex-minister of Fiuance is in favour of 
contracting one immediately they say.” Finally to D :— 
‘“‘ Mr. Okuma’s carriage was seen in the neighbourhood of 
Tsukiji this morning.” So the game is set agoing, and pre- 
sently X, Y or Z comes hot foot to the reporter’s office and 
tells him, on the best authority, that it has been decided to 
float a large loan in America without delay; that Mr. Bing- 
ham has undertaken to put the matter through, and that he 
and Mr. Okuma have been holding daily, nay hourly con- 
ferences on the subject for some weeks. So the newspaper is 
furnished at once with padding for gulls and sapient contra- 
diction for sober readers, while the story, though it presently 
fades and is forgetten, succeeds for a moment in conveying 
the impression, that a gentleman who has always shown him- 
self an honest friend to Japan, is yet capable, on occasions, of 
counselling her to her prejadice. 

Now, again, we find three reasons popularly assigned for the 
recall of the Chinese Minister. First, he has been iujudi- 
cious in his private communications with Mr. Bingham on 
the sabject of Riukiu ; second, his presence hore would iuevit- 
ably become inconvenient before long in view of China's 
ultimate intentions with regard to Riakiu, for the Dowager 
Empresses, having refused to ratify the convention concladed 
by the Japanese aud Chinese Ministers at Pekin, and having 
submitted the matter to their councillors, have determined 


30 THE JAPAN 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


(Jan. 15, 1881. 


— —— —— —— 


on rejecting Japan’s offer to surrender the islands (!), and 
propose to keep the question in abeyance pending certain ex- 
traneous issues; and the third, that His Excellency Ho-ii 


goes home because his period of service has expired. 
. We need scarcely say that the last is the one true and 
sufficient cause of the contemplated change—simple enongh 


indeed, but eminently unsatisfactory to a certain section of 


the public. The Minister, Mr. Ho-ii, would not, we appre- 
hend, be over grateful for permission to retain a post from 
which he may reasonably hope to be promoted now that he 
has so satisfactorily discharged its duties for the prescribed 
number of years ; while the Vice Minister, Mr. Chang, being 
ineligible for preferment according to the rales of the Chinese 
Civil Service, and being also perhaps influenced by certain 
private considerations upon which we should be scarcely 
justified in commenting, is by no means sorry to be relieved of 
his public fanctions in due course, and to betake himself to 
the quiet enjoyment of an ample fortane in his own country. 

Traly if all the tea-pot storms that puff about our ears 
from day to day, emanated from any veritable Aolus, the 
political horizon would be in avery tempestuous cundi- 
tion. 





There is no trath in the rumour that a telegram has been 
received announcing the immediate departure of Sir Harry 
Parkes for Japan. 





The oldest foreign resident of Yokohama cannot probably 
recall such another winter as we have, enjoyed up to the 
present. The weather has in fact been too fine, for though 
the frost’s wonted companion, small-pox, has scarcely made 
his presence known, diphtheria and typhoid have been far too 
basy for our comfort or peace. In spite however of cloudless 

-gkies and more than usually gentle winds, the cold has been 
sufficiently intense to suggest less fortunate; conditions else- 
- where, and we are not surprised to receive from the provinces 
‘many sad tales of suffering and exposure. In Omi, the fall 
‘of snow has been so great that the works on the Yanagase 
Railway are completely interrupted, nor is there any hope of 
their resamption before April or May; while from Oshiu it is 
reported that several houses have been crushed and their 
inmates buried alive under mountains of drift and glavior. 
Snow is, however, one of the ‘celebrities’ of Oshiu. ‘Ihe 
labour of preserving the houses from annihilation is said to 
be enormous; and if travellers may be believed, the accumula- 
tions cleared from the roofs sometimes raise the level of the 
road in front so that access is only possible from the upper 
windows. Passages from house to house, too, lead in many 
instances through snow tunnels, and since every ray of sun- 
shine is utterly chilled by the frost’s breath, the slopes of the 
hills and recesses of the valleys are ultimately carpeted with 
a sheet of the minutest possible icicles, which the wind some- 
- times takes up and whirls along in fleecy masses like tho foam 
from an immense cataract. Human lungs may not of course 
encounter sach an enemy, so that men only venture out of 
-shelter in the calmest weather. Yet even in Oshiu the cold 
seems to be no less partial than with us, for a gentleman, 
just retarned froma visit to the north, assures us that 
whereas in one mountain gorge he passcl within a few foet 
of an inaccessible snow-drift which had just engulphed the 
‘bodies of two unfortunate coolies, a journey of less than 
three miles brought him to a dusty road among plains w'!:-ze 
the rice stubble was scarcely whitened. We have certainly a 
good deal still to learn about the conditions of life in the 
interior of Japan. 





The-saving which has been effected in the Government 
expenditure. during the Jatter half of the past year is un- 
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doubtedly a matter of hearty congratulation. On the 
average one fifth of their several estimates have, it 
appears, been placed to the credit of the Treasury by 
the various Departments, while the Dajokwan and Okura- 
sho have been even more conspicuously economical. It is 
now in contemplation to reduce that portion of the Civil 
Service Grant which is appropriated to legation and consular 
purposes, from eight handred thousand to two hundred and 
fifty thousand yen per aunum. We can very well under- 
stand that since the money required for this section of the 
Service must be paid in coin, ite diminution would be espe- 
cially welcome, but we cannot clearly see how such a vast 
saving is possible, consistent at least with wisdom. It has 
always been evident to those who were at the pains to think, 
that in the early days of her intercourse with the West, 
Japan required a Consular and Ambassadorial staff consi- 
derably in excess of her permanent. necessities. If the time 
has traly come when ‘she can with convenience escape this 
drain upon her resources, let her do so by all means without 
delay, but for obvious reasons too much haste in such a 
matter is greatly to be deprecated. Precipitate retrench- 
ment is scarcely less delirious than wanton extravagance. 
The contemplated reductions must in many cases amount to 
utter abolition, and public opinion may possibly refuse to 
comprehend the motive of so radical a reform. 





We regret to learn that no success has yet attended the 
very laudable design of transferring to private speculation the 
various indastrial enterprises hitherto conducted under 
Government auspices. But it was of course impossible to 
expect any rapid public response to such a proposition. 
Were the spirit of private enterprise sufficiently strong to 
produce candidates for these responsibilities, the Government 
would long ago have been relieved from the necessity of sup- 
porting them. We do hope therefore that this momentary 
failure will not indace any change of purpose. It is absolute- 
ly essential that habits of collective action should be en- 
gendered among the people, and this can never be effected by 
example alone. Nothing shows more plainly that the faculties 
of the nation are only half developed than its reluctance in 
this instance. 

The reflection may be idle, yet we cannot choose but 
think, what a happy deus ex machind foreign capital and 
foreign energy might prove under the circumstances. 





The close of 1880 witnessed the liberation of the last prisoners 
undergoing punishment for the Satsuma Rebelion. These 
men have now, it appears, formed a company, and are about 
to commence some industrial enterprise, probably in the 
nature of mining. If the: good wishes of theie countrymen, 
old friends and sometime foes alike, can bring them success, 
they may be very sure of succeeding, for however mistaken 
the cause that induced them to revolt, their heroic support 
of that cause will not easily be forgotten. 

The world will never know, perhaps, a tithe of the matchless 
intrepidity displayed by Saigo’s followers during the course 
of that long and hopeless struggle. Most of those who 
could have told the story best, did not live to see the sequel, 
while others have been kept silent by prudence or regret. 
Nevertheless, we cannot but hope that when time has softened 
the memories of those terrible days, some competent pen will 
transmit to posterity the details of all that was done and 
dared. For there is little likelihood that the Japanese 
Samurai will ever again have an opportunity of displaying 
that marvellous spirit which lends an air of almost fabulous 
romance to many a page of his country’s history. Something 
we have ourselves heard—some rumours that still live in 
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household traditions—stories of men who walked up to the 
cannon’s mouth in parties of four or five, hoping that some 
one of their number might survive to avenge his comrades ; of 
others who, mortally wounded, staggered into the midst 
of the enemy, carrying in their hands bamboo tubes filled 
with powder, so that even their very deaths might not be 
profitless ; and of others again who died by their own hands on 
the battlefield lest the care of their hurts might hamper 
their fellows : but such things are nothing more than a faint 
echo of the facts that made these misguided heroes’ conquerors 
their first and sincerest mourners. The sin and its sequel 
are now happily things of the past, but it can scarcely be for 
Japan’s good to consign to complete oblivion the record of so 
much that was noble on the one side and magnanimous 
on the other. 





The much talked-of tramway from Shimbashi to Asa- 
kusa seems. to be at last on the verge of inception. The 
capital required—four hundred thousand yen—has beeu 
completely subscribed, and a piece of land for a terminus 
obtained from the Railway authorities. This work will 
prove an unqualified blessing if it brings some respite to 
to the terribly tortured animals that, now stragygle back- 
wards and forwards along the Ginza, till death rescues them 
from perpetual pain. Western ‘experience, indeed, proves 
that the effort of overcoming the inertia or checking the 
momentum of a huge tramway omnibus more than com- 
pensates for the ease of keeping it in motion when once 
started, but this is a question of comparison, whereas the 
present condition of the Tukiyo cusch-horses is one of 
superlative suffering. We do hope that if official inter- 
ference is not possible for the moment, the Government 
will at least see their way to instituting some supervisory 
regulations for the tramway horses, so as to terminate the 
harrowing scenes now euacted day after day in the ntreets 
of the capital. 7 

In speaking last week of the dinner given in honor of H. 
L. H. Prince Takehito at Shiba Rikiu, we inadvertently 
mentioned that the Foreign Representatives were present, 
whereas the only foreigners invited were H. B. M. Chargé 
d’Affaires and Mrs. Kennedy, with their gueste Sir Samuel 
and Lady Baker. The Japanese invitée were the Prime 
Minister, the Members of the Privy Council and the Min- 
isters of Departments. Several Japanese ladies were also 
present, which is a decided innovation considering the nature 
of the occasion, _ 


For some time back Mr. Sawa, Assistant Inspector of 
Police, who last year returned with Inspoctor General 
Kawaji from a European tour, has been in daily attendance 
at the Legislative Departinent of the Council of State, and 
it was justly auticipnted that important changes in the 
constitution of the pelice force were contemplated. To- 
day (Friday) an Imperial proclamation chan zes the name 
of the Police Bureau from ‘ Keishikwan’ to ‘ Keiho- 
_ kiyoku,’ and also institutes a new body of Gendarmerie 
(Kempei) which will be under the control of the War Office. 
The difference of nomenclature seems to denote nn alternative 
from inspectoral (shi) to protective (lho) functions, while 
the object of wilitary police is probably to obvinte 
in some degree tho everlasting enmity between bayonet 
and baton, which has hitherto caused so many serious 
affrays, as well us to provide for the employment 
of the police in the field without exciting jen- 
lonay among the troops. It appears also that the city of 
Tokiyo is to be divided into six districts to each ef which 
three hundred policemen will be allotted,-while the term of 
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service, which has hitherto been altogether arbitary, will iu 
future be for life. This will of course necessitate a complete 
revision of the pay warrant, but upon this point as well as 
the minute of the new system, we are not yet in a position 
to affurd any precise information. 





The total loss caused by the late disastrous fire in Ozaka 
is computed at seventy-eight thousand yen. The estimate 
is probably not exaggerated, for the city, having hitherto 
enjoyed comparative immunity from such calamities, is bat 
ill furnished with fireproof godowns. 





The pulping implement employed by the Japanese in the 
manufacture of native paper effects the operation by a 
bruising process, whereas European machiues are cou- 
structed on a cutting principle. The strength of this 
particular class of paper (Minozami, &c,). is so seriously 
impaired by the latter method that fureign machinery has 
hitherto Leen demeed inapplicable. An improvement has, 
however, been iatrudaced lately by an Englishman, it is 
eaid, in conjunction with a Japanese tradesman of. Tukiyo, 
by name -H-rano, and the uew machine promises to be a 
complete success. -It is capable of pulping a ton of material 
per diem, and will no doubt be of great service in Saga aud 
other paper producing districts. 


The condition of the Zkabor is reported to be so hopeless 
that all idea of repairiug her has been abandoned. The 
machinery and fittings are to be taken out aud another 
steamer built in her place at once. 

Reports from Corea seem to show that in the Fusan 
market cheap articles of western manufacture are preferred 
to Japanese, though no particularly brisk trade obtains in 
either class of commodities. Gold dast has risen consider- 
ably in value, and its purchasers are said to be much embar- 
rassead by the skillful adulteration which has lately come 
into vogue. As for the exchange, it is simply disastrous to 
the export trade. Ten cents of Corean money cannot be 
procured for less than three yen of Japanese, a quotation 
chat presents a very tolerable contrast to the rates ruling 
here. 


The Jnpan Weekly Mail. 


‘Pais CE QUE DOIS; ADVIENNE QUE POURRA.’ 


NOTICE TO CORRES(ONDENTS. 
No notice will be taken of anonymouscorrespondence. Whatever 
is intended for iueertion in the Jaramn Weextr Malt must be 
authenticated by the name and address of the writer, not for publica- 
tion but asa guarantee of good faith. 
- Itis foular! requested that allletters on business, relating to 
Adve ments, Job-printing, or Accounts, be addroveed to the MAnA- 


ae that literary contributions of every description be addressed to 
the Epiton. 








YOKOHAMA: SATUBDAY, JANUARY 15rx 1881. 
Javawese Bua 2540, Mxtst dra Yuan, ler Montn, 15tH Day, 
Do-ré-Bt. 


THE INFANTRY OF JAPAN. 

want of steadiness displayed by the infantry in 
marching past at the Imperial inspection last Satur- 

day has been the subject of considerable comment and it 
must be confessed that the criticism is nob undeserved. 
The wheeling was notably bad and the distances would 
have horrified an Aldershot Brigadier. Some of the blame 
may justly be charged to the nature of the ground, which 
is rough, stony and in the last degree ill-conditioned. No 
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infantry in the world’ could be expected to do itself] tradicted this creed more often than otherwise, but still 
thorough credit under such adverse circumstances, but/the hypothesis was not theoretically extravagant nor in- 
even after every possible allowance has-been made, the| consistent with the date. Now, however, it is universally 
fact remains that Saturday's exhibition was the reverse of| admitted that even under the improved system of tactics 
creditable either to the troops or their officers. adopted of late years, a certain amount of disorder is in- 
For our own part we attach but little importance to separable from the only — by which we can hope 
these inspection displays in the abstract. The day has successfully to assault an enemy's position. The practi- 
not yet passed perhaps when leathern stocks, pipeclay andj °#! requirements of the age have in fact attained & point 
Bir Garnet Wolseley's ‘ unclutchable’ back hair constitut-| Which is as yet beyond the reach of regulation tactics. It 
ed the essentials of smartness, but none the less have|is as idle as it is easy to teach man to march past as 
wiser counsels dissipated a great deal of the value once| though he were ‘part of a wall: ' it is as difficult as it is 
set upon perfect wheeling, lines without a shadow of essential to make him # good skirmisher. Formerly the 
sinuosity, and all the other pet hobbies of the Brigade | Sldier was not an integer but a fraction. It was enough 
Sergeant Major on parades. Any-one who has ever under.| for him to do as others did, and when — dilemma he 
gone the ordeal of a General Officer's inspection, will no| found himeelf deprived of the seldom failing corporal or 
doubt remember the thrill of perturbation that succeeded ↄquadron leader's counsel, he could not gravely err if he 
the Brigadier’s caution, ‘the line will advance,’ and then| *ok post in the nearest line and kept his dressing. Now 
the painful ‘ feeling inwards and looking outwards,’ rude-|°" the contrary, every unit of an efficient force must be 
ly interrupted by « plunge into a rut, a stumble over a| Mdividually perfect, self reliant, and at the same time suffi- 
stone, and a volley of smothered execrations from one’s| “ently conversant with all tactical principles to be able to 
comrades, as one lurched helplessly forward, marring the|*°t independently and unerringly in any complication 
symmetry of the whole line and dooming oneself to be| that may arise. It results therefore that the influence of 
thenceforth treated with all the haughty disdain that|the s0 called ‘loose formation’ has not been to render 
righteous men accord to the deepest degree of moral| barrack-yard drills superfluous, but rather greatly to enhance 
turpitude. We may be very sure, however, that despite their value, and if certain elements no longer consistent 
the barrack-square’s old habits, and a flustered Brigadier's| With practical requirements have been abolished, others, 
‘ cavalry imprecations,’ such memories did not cause much{ re complicated and very much more difficult to acquire, 
concern to the thin line ofred-coats which, struggling up the have been introduced in their stead. 
steep banks of the Alma without the very rudiments of a| Although therefore the tactical imperfections of last 
‘correct’ formation, and finding itself suddenly within a few | 5eturday’s display are in themselves comparatively trivial 
yards of a massive Russian column, began quietly to take | ™stters, they assume a very different complexion when 
‘ pot shots’ at the grey grenadiers, with pretty much the considered in connection with the military defects of which 
demeanour of Private Marksman on an off-day at the they are the outcome. ill radical progress must of ne- 
Wimbledon Butts. One genuine compaign has generally cessity be slow, and though the martial spirit of Japan, 
been sufficient to dispel all red-tape notions about orderly that unparagoned Yamato-damashii, is as old as the days 
advances in line and inflexible wheeling. The breech- of Phalestres and Alexander, material for moulding sol- 
loader too, that deadly enemy to all deliberate tactics, has | ers after western types was conspicuously absent in this 
completely changed the complexion of battles, and taught country twenty years ago. Even in the times of the never 
the military world that a cloud of skirmishers harassing ending Gempei feuds, and during the still fiercer struggles 
the enemy's gunners, probing all the weak points of his of the Onin period, troops received no tactical training 
armour, and despatching a deadly caution to every in-| Vhatæoever. Every feudal chief had his own following, of 
discreet fragment of his force; a cloud of hornets in fact, which the individuals were no doubt apt enough with 
capable of instantaneous dissipation and equally rapid lance, sword, or bow, but utterly careless of any concerted 
concentration, is the one and only advisable formation for | *tion other than that dictated by some tie of consanguinity 
infantry in assault, The British army does indeed cherish | °F VOW Of fellowship. Strategical combinations were for 
glorious traditions that tell of stiff deployed lines ad-| te most part impossible to a general. To seize a strong 
vancing, shoulder to shoulder, under fire, and bringing'their| Position, turn an enemy's flank, or deliver an unex- 
bayonets down to the charge simultaneously with a cheer] ected attack; these represented the sum of his capabi- 
that always presaged victory, but those traditions can| ities, for beyond the approximate choice of place and 
never again be repeated, and, as the greatest of British mo-| ‘ime he had comparatively no control over the conduct of 
dern military authorities says, “ the officer who would now| te combat. Each baron maneuvred his own contingent, 
dare to attempt such an operation under the fire of breech. | *°™metimes anticipating the plan of attack, sometimes 
loading rifles, should either be tried for murder or lodged | iEnoring it altogether, for in the tumult of the fight, rival- 
for life‘in « lunatic asylum.” ry between allies, or personal feuds between opponents, had 
Granting however that precise movements and formal | °° immediate tactical influence then either a General’s 
tactics are things of the past, we have to guard against orders or the purpose of the campaign. Large military 
an error which may easily emanate from such conclusions, reforms are ascribed to Hideyoshi, but they had reference 
and which could scarcely be less fatal than the most obsti- rather to the levy than the management of troops, and 
nate adherence to old-fashioned methods. To suppose that a — — Tokogawa dynasty parade such as that 
we want less perfectly drilled soldiers now than we did fifty o ‘ atnrday last, was represented bya motley muster of 
years ago would be to draw an inference tho very reversc — — and halberdiers, where the circumstances 
of what the facts justify. It used to be belioved that of a — were simulated by general confusion and cease- 
troops throughly conversant with the lessons taught on = stale of conches, while the autumn mancuvres of 
the parade ground, were capable of marching into battle, ae on we Bi paced by bearhunts — gigantic 
sustaining and returning an enemy's firo and even deliver- a — nea aie * ear to point 9 what 
ing an assault, without losing their formation or falling ene heen effected in the condition of 


: : ; ; the Japanese army since these customs obtained. Anv- 
into any serious disorder. Experience certainly oon. one, whether soldier or civilian, cannot fail to — 















Google 


Jan. 15, 1881.] 


the contrast, though: it is no doubt most palpable to those 
who have been familiar with all the stages of the transfor- 
mation, and who can consequently recall the times when 
@ private saw no impropriety in leaving the ranks to 
question his instructor, or when a native officer and the 
company under his command might be seen interchanging 
lowly obeisances of apology or deprecation on the occasion 
of some mismanaged manwuvre! Whatever tactical defects 
an Imperial inspection may now bring to light, they sink 
into utter insignificance by the side of the reforms that 
have been wrought since those days, and for our part we 
should be the last to under-estimate the value of so much 
successful effort. 


But the work is incomplete. There has been a lamen- 
table failure somewhere. Whether it be—as seemingly 
competent authorities have sometimes said—that while 
adopting a European system of tactics, the corresponding 
principles of interior economy have been neglected; or 
whether it be—which we are most reluctant to admit— 
that the esprit de corps and the peculiar lien between it and 
discipline which in Europe constitute the pivots of perfect 
military mechanism, are unattainablo in this country, we 
confess ourselves unable to determine; but whatever the 
the cause, it is an undeniable}fact that the Japanese in- 
fantry soldier, as represented in the garrieon of Tokiyo, is 
ill set up, ill disciplined and utterly devoid of smartness. 
If he meets an officer, in nine cases out of ten he waits to be 
saluted ; he is seldom without a hole or ragged place some- 
where in his uniform ; his boots—more often worn ex pan- 
touftes than otherwise—are rarely blacked, and his clothes 
never fit him. | 

Such things may appear mere bagatelles, and so they 
are in themselves, but to a military eye they. are full of 
significance, They declare, without the necessity-of re- 
ference to either inspections or parades, that these men are 
not effective soldiers, and that they are still immeasurably 
incompetent to become useful units in that single line 
formation to which modern tactics are gradually tending. 
The British linesman throws away his knapsack when he 
goes into battle; the Japanese would probably add his 
boots and tunic before he felt at ease. Even then, how- 
ever, he might do good service. Clothes are not essential 
in action, neither would barefooted men necessarily be the 
first to run-away, but what is essential is discipline, and 
that, we must confess, séems most lacking here. Not once 
have we.been so fortunate as to encounter a body of infan- 
try marching at attention in the streets of the capital. 
As for the formation adopted on the march, it can only be 
described as the most eminently obstructive to thorough- 
fare that could possibly be devised. Two deep is the front 
prescribed by law for troops moving within the precincts 
of London. In Japan four ranks are formed, two on either 
side of the road, and vehicles as well as pedestrians are 
supposed to find a passage in the middle. This might 
certainly be feasible if the ranks were strictly kept, but 
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parently so little respect for their superiors, that we have 
actually seen the double line of ranks enclose a party of 
women and carry them along in their midst with jibe and 
joke for a space of nearly half-a-mile under the very eyes 
of their officers, and in a crowded thoroughfare. The thing 
sounds incredible but it is nevertheless true, and knowing 
it, we are not surprised to find that even their Emperor's 
presence fails to make such troops steady. 

A soldier's dress is held by some to be a matter of very 
secondary importance, but great military authorities think 
otherwise. ‘The better you dress a man, the more highly 
will he be thought of by women, and consequently by him- 
self,’ says Wolseley. The mutiny at Vellore was caused 
by an attempt to change the uniform of the Madras army, 
and we have the authority‘of the Duke himself for the fact 
that many of the best men in the Peninsular War were 
the greatest dandies. One thing at any rate is very cer- 
tain, and that is, that well disciplined, effective troops are 
invariably neat in their appearance, while slovenliness is 
an infallible sign of misconduct and inefficiency. We pre- 
sume that in such matters the same law obtains here as 
elsewhere, and if so, our statement that military reform in 
Japan is still incomplete, remains unfortunately incon- 
trovertible. 

But we have n desire to dwell longer upon such topics. 
That we have written about them at all is because the 
Japanese soldier, being already incomparable as to pluck 
and endurance, may ultimately, we are persuaded, become 
one of the most effective combatants in the world, if only 
he be properly manipulated, and it is therefore all the 
more lamentable that, having made so promising a start, 
he should be suffered to halt halfway. We cannot do bet- 
ter than quote in conclusion the words of « celebrated 
General :—* The greater the individuality you give to the 
soldier himself and to his battalion, the more he feels that 
his individual conduct is of importance. No pains should 
be spared by officers in impressing upon their men the 
consequence that attaches itself to the behaviour of each 
of them. Make a man proud of himself and of his corps, 
and he can always be depended upon. He must believe 
that his duties are the noblest that fall to man’s lot. He 
must be taught to despise all those of civil life. Soldiers, 
like missionaries, must be fanatics. An army thoroughly 
imbued with fanaticism can be killed, but can never suffer 
disgrace; Napoleon, in speaking of it, said, ‘il en faut 
pour se faire tuer.’ 


SILK. 


season for the purchase and export of this great 

staple seems to be naturally bisected by the close 

of the year; and we hope it will not be deemed out of 

place, if we give some short notice of that moiety of the 
present season, which has now elapsed. 

Turning to the statistics of the trade at this port we 


they are not.. On the contrary the men, carrying their find that the figures of export, compared with recent years, 


rifles.some at the trail, some as the shoulder, straggle 
about at will in the already narrow interval, so that it is 
sometimes literally impossible, and always a matter of 
much difficulty, to make one’s way through. . The question 
of formation is of course one that concerns the War office 
alone, but the inconveniences of the present fashion are s0 
palpable that they ought to constitute an additional reason 


give the following results :— 











1880. 1879. 1878. 
England............00 Bales 2,485 4,777 8,548 
Continent........e00.. . 9 4,929 4,959 7,579 
United States........  ,, 8,459 2,828 1,686 
10,878 12,664 12,668 


From these figures we deduce three observations :— 


for steadiness on the men’s part andiwatchfulness on that |(1) That the export to England has again seriously de- 


of the officers. ‘The latter, however, give themslves no con- 
cern whatsoever about the orderly appearance or behaviour 
of their command, while the men on their side have ap- 


Google 


clined, the number of bales destined for that country being’ 
about half the total recorded at same date last year; (2) 
that the great reduction noticed in the export to the Cou- 
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seem to have disappeared altogether. The reason for this 











tinent from 1878 to 1879 has continued, and that the : 
figures for the past six months are nearly identical with | is patent :—finding the “filature” trade more — 
those of the previous year; (8) that the export to the/| tive, the up-country reelers have purchased the bes 
United States has gone on steadily increasing, until New| cocoons for use in their bassines ; or have bought up be 
York would now appear to take precedence of London as | better class of hanks (whether Joshu, Shinshu or — u) 
as an outlet for the silk-produce of this Empire. from the peasant grower for conversion into re-reels. 

1. The constantly declining export to the United King-| During the first few months of the season — 
dom would seem to point the moral that (with the present | in Hanks were comparatively small ; but of late there has 
increased banking facilities between the various countries | been a good demand, and the present year opens with 
of the world,) London must be content to abdicate her | large shipments to France. We append a table of prices 
proud position, so long enjoyed, as the boasted emporium | current each month for No. 2 quality, with the lay-down 
of raw material for the whole of Christendom. It has] cost in London and Lyons. 



















been the same in other branches of trade, and the tendency | 1880. in London in Lyons per 

of the mercantile age is undoubtedly towards distribution | July 1 ...... $500 perlb. 17/ 4 kilo fcs. 48.18 
as opposed to concentration. Twenty years ago all the | Aug. 1 ...... $510 ss 17/ 8 ‘a 49.07 
Tea exported hence was shipped to London, from thence | Sept. 1 ...... $520 is 17/10 — 49.42 
it was forwarded to New York, and again distributed | Oct. 1 ...... $515 9 17/7 ’ 49.00 
through the Eastern States. Next the emporium was | Nov. 1 ...... $190 — si, 19/11 9 46.80 
shifted to New York; and now, with improved banking — —— . $580 =", 17/11 v9 49.80 
and transit facilities, every little town in the United States : 

or Canada may draw ig Anca supply direct from the} Jan. 1 ...... 8640 18/ 8 60.65 
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As will be seen from these figures prices kept fairly steady 
until November, when there was a sensible drop ; this was 
followed by a speedy improvement to a point above any 
price touched during the half-year, and at date of writing 
it is doubtful if a parcel of No. 2 Shinshu could be bought 
under $570 per picul. We notice in the printed tables of 
lay-down cost an allowance of 14 per cent. for loss in 
weight on the voyage home; and in addition to this we 
are told that there is often a farther loss when the silk is 
“‘ conditioned” for sale in Europe. Would it not be 
possible to maintain a Oondition-house here? so that 
merchants would be enabled to buy in this market and sell 
at home on something like equal terms. 

2. Filaturesand Re-reels. The production of these has 
much increased ; during the past year many new filatures 
and re-reeling establishments have been started, and at 
some of these the work at present done is very unsatisfac- 
tory. The finer kinds of filatures proper go to Europe, 
and there come into competition with the lower and 
medium claeses of Italian or Brutia raws. The coarser 
filatures and re-reels are chiefly exported to the United 
States, and the rising importance of the New York market 
has caused an overproduction of these classes. At the 
present moment the bulk of the silk stock in Yokohama 
this market. consists of these kinds; some of the parcels are very 

8.—It is incontrovertible that the silk-manufacturing |'ferior, being foul and very mixed in size, the result 
industry in the United States is largely on the increase.|°f reat negligence or want of experience in the 
The great stimulus given to one branch of the trade by the reeling factories. Indeed silk buyers and inspectors 
renowned American invention of the sewing-machine, ad- |&*2¢Tally, complain loudly of the unreliable nature of 
ded to the heavy protective duty charged on the machine- these silks. Would it not be feasible to start a Public 
twists of English or European manufacture, has undoubt- | cling Establishment, where the size, etc., of such silks 
edly assisted this development; and it may be, that for could be scourately determined ? It might be possible to 
the future, Japan will find her chief outlet for produce combine the Condition-house and Reeling establishment 
(both Silk and Tea) in the great American continent, with | ®* i8 done in Europe: for the American manufacturer 
its boundless latent wealth and well-nigh inexhaustible oan buy his European raws “conditioned” and would 
—— like to get his Asiatic material in the same way. If our 

Turning again to the statistics we find that the settlo- | nativo friends wish to hold their own as a silk-growing 
ments by foreign mercantile firms during the six months | 2tion, they cannot afford to neglect these means and ap- 


may be analysed and compared as under :— pliances, and we hope shortly to recur to this subject at 
greater length. 


country of production. The same thing applies to Silk. 
Not so very long ago the princely merchant of Lyons had 
to depend upon the London market for his supply of Asia- 
tic raws; while now, the smallest throwster of Italy or 
France, the most obscure spinner in the Swiss republic, 
or the most recently established “ twister” in New Jersey 
or Massachusetts can send out his credits and obtain his 
requisite quantity of raw material—whether small or large— 
ten bales or a thousand—without the intervention of mer- 
chant or market. It is well known that the actual con- 
sumption of Raw Silk in England has long been reduced 
to a minimum ; and now, with the re-export trade so much 
diminished, the silk-merchant in London finds much of 
his occupation gone. 

2.—The continued comparatively small export to that 
great beehive of silk manufacturing—the South of France 
—may arise from several causes. The good crop in Europe 
last year must to some extent have lessened the demand 
for Asiatic kinds : the large production of Northern China 
will also have had a marked effect ; the reported bad out- 
look in what is known among manufacturers as the 
“ spring” trade, and the continued demand for mixed fa- 
brics (which require Waste Silk in their preparation) will 
have had their influence on the purchase of Raw Silk in 


1880. 1879. 1878. 
Hanks .........ccecseeee Bales 5,105 8,090 9,745| 5: Oskw. This class, as we have before explained, is 
Filatures and Re-reels ,, 8,670 8,725 1,605 now principally included under the generic term ‘‘ Kakeda,” 
Oshu sorts ............ » 1,615 1,680 1,825 | Which has by no means recovered the popularity it once 








enjoyed, and which was lost through the mixture and 
adulteration so often complained of. In fact the American 
demand for Kakedas would seem to be entirely suspended 
on that very account, and this should give an emphatic 


10,290 18,495 18,175 
1.—Hanks. A great falling-off is noticeable both in 
purchase and production, in fact the better qualities would 
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warning to the Oshu silkmen, that ‘honesty is the best 
policy.” 

We should ‘also notice a salient feature of the period 
under review, vis.—the increased direct export on native 
account. Doubtless some of the shipments registered in 
foreigners’ names, have been sent forward on consign- 
ment by native producers or dealers; but in addition 
to this a large direct trade has sprung up both to 
America and France, so that as much as 1,957 bales 
were shipped in this manner during the last six 
months, against 685 in 1879, and a merely nominal 
quantity in 1878. So far as we can learn it is not 
pretended that these sendings are in execution of manu- 


facturers orders sent out direct to native producers, but 


are forwarded, simply as consignments, by some of the 
native trading companies to Japanese firms or Consuls 
abroad for sale and returns. We mention the fact as one 
of the signs of the times. 

Waste Silk.—As we predicted at the opening of the 
season, business in this article has much diminished: as 
the following table of export will shew:— 








1880 1879 1878 

Waste..ccccccccesceccee piculs 9,669 , 10,888 5,998 
Cocoons 000000 CCe cer cce 99 718 8,858 1,886 
10,282 14,691 7,829 


Here we find a reduction of about 80 per cent., the 
great falling-off being in Pierced Cocoons. In these the 
figures shew a diminished export of 8,100 piculs, the ac- 
tual transactions being less than one-fifth of those chron- 
icled for the half-year ending 81st December, 1879. Prices 
on the whole have somewhat advanced on those nominally 
current 1st July last. 


Prices let Jan., lst July, lst Jan., 

1881. 1880. - 1880. 
Mawatta Oshu. ... $175/180 $180/185 $190/215 
Noshiito Oshu..... 145/150 125/180 125/176 
‘a Shinshu. 185/140 116/120 185/145 
» —Soshu... 115/125 95/100 125/145 
ibiso Kikai....... 110/115 90/ 95 100/145 
99 Oshu eeeoee 105/110 85/ 90 180/140 
» doshu... 45/ 60. 85/ 40 50/ 76 
Cocoons Oshu..... 90/100 85/ 90 90/125 
” Shinshu 80/ 90 80/ 85 90/110 
»  Soshu...  75/ 85 75/ 80 85/105 


In conclusion we observe that about half-a-million 
cartons of Silkworm-eggs have gone forward to Europe, so 
there should be no lack of seed for next year's crop in 
Piedmont and Lombardy. We notice also that settle- 


ments in Shanghai to the end of December reach a {otal of 


68,000 bales, against 60,000 for the corresponding period 
of 1879, so that, with the rumoured poor outlook for manu- 
facturod goods in Europe, there should be no scarcity of 
raw material for some time to come. Notwithstanding this, 
our market has been very active during the first fortnight 
of the present year, large transactions have been entered 
into by some of the noted silk-export houses, and prices 
have materially advanced on all descriptions. The exact 
cause of this revival is not very apparent: it may be that 
the fickle Goddess, ‘‘ Fashion,” has once more declared 
in favor of the “noble article,” or perchance the 
throwsters and manufactures of Europe dread a fa- 
mine in the beloved staple from the contingency of a 
possible blockade by Russian ships of Chinese ports. 
Whatever be the true reason, we fear it is far too recondite 
for the superficial research of a simple journalist : let us 
heartily wish the ‘leviathan operators” every success, 
and cordially trust that “the evening’s amusement may 
bear the morning’s reflection ;” or, in other words, that 
eminently satisfactory returns may foliow, in due course, 
the ventures now entered upon with such high hope. 
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GROUNDS OF PLEASURE AND PAIN. 


So Writing last week on the subject of architecture, 
we have had an opportunity of examining the new 


building at Uyeno, destined ultimately to become a permanent 
museum of antiquities. It is decidedly one of the best speci- 
mens of architecture hitherto attempted in Japan. The 
amount of stone employed does not indeed satisfy the character 
of the building, nor is the quality of that stone everything 


that could be desired, for its dall coloar, contrasting feebly 
with the red brick, much of the light and shade essential to 
this class of architecture is wanting. It isin trath a pity 
that the perfect attractiveness of the original design should - 
have been thus marred by parsimony, but for the rest there 
is very mach to admire both in the general plan and in the 
details of the construction. Attempts have evidently been 
made to introduce oriental features, and our readers will 
presently have an opportunity of judging for themselves how 
far the result justifies the innovation. For our own part we 
greet with thorough appreciation the horse-shoe arches, the 
gracefully moulded parapets and finials, completely Japanese 
in style, no less than many other charming features in the 
decoration, and we heartily congratulate Mr. Conder, the 
arehitect, not only on the felicity of his conceptions, but also 
on the fact that he has been ‘allowed to carry them out at 
least in part. We refrain from any minute description of the 
building as it will so soon be open to the public, buat we are 
very much mistaken if it does not receive a considerable share 
of admiration from the visitors to the forthcoming Exhibition. 
The general effect is for the moment marred by certain 
temporary structures intended to contain exhibits, but when 
these are removed and the museum stands alone, its archi- 
tectural features will not, we are persuaded, acourd ill with 
the entourage of noble old trees and shady glades that saggest 
such a pleasant story of Uyeno’s regal cenobites in ‘ the days 
that are no more.’ 

Altogether the Exhibition buildings are in a much more 
advanced condition than we had believed, and whereas report 
fixes the beginning of May for the opening ceremony, we are 
now assured that the Srd of March has been definitely ap- 
pointed for that event. There may be some cogent reason 
for this haste, but to us it suggests considerable uneasiness. 
So far as the preparations for the Industrial Exhibition 
are concerned, there is little need of deliberation, unless in- 
deed, the directors should desire to be so far original as to ex- 
clade the public until everything is thoroughly ready for their 
reception. But the case of the National Museum is very 
different, and we sadly fear that some features disastrous to 
its symmetry and surroundings will be the outcome of this 
precipitancy. Already gross-minded myrmidons of the ‘ line 
and compass gardener ° are busy with tape and staff tracing 
conventional mounds between well ordered walks, and parcel- 
ling out rectangular parterres, that will presently develop into 
a patch of meretricious artificiality in the very heart of the 
grand old park’s gracefalness. What madness is this which 
has persuaded the Japanese to confound masonry and me- 
chanics with landscape gardening, and to repudiate t= 
comely offspring of their own happiest inspirations? © Are 
their esthetic instincts so very feeble that a few barbaric 
examples suffice to lead them astray ; examples of which the 
most notable is furnished by a certain official residence in 
Tokiyo, where a building of some architectural merit has for 
its foreground a huge circular parterre, bordered by a line of 
diminutive pines in such perfect military dressing that they 
forcibly recall the ‘ rank and file’ elms described by Virgil in 
the vineyards of Attica? We had hoped that this prostitu- 
tion of native genias to foreign Yahooism was no longer any- 
thing more than a memory of the confused intelligence and 
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dazed perception to a certain extent inseparable from the first 
shock of western contact. But it would seem that we have 
been over sanguine. The thousands of Japanese who will 
Visit the Exhibition at Uyeno in the course of the next few 
months, are apparently destined to be sent home with the 
belief that European ideas of gardening are borrowed from 
treatises on mensaration and that for all these centuries we 
have been looking at nature with blind eyes. On our own 
behalf—especially as Englishmen—we protest against such a 
false impression. To Holland above all, and less intimately 
to the whole continent of Europe, belongs the mathematical 
fashion of horticulture brought to such perfection (?) by 
Champiet and Le Nétre ; but to England essentially apper- 
tains the exquisite landscape gardening, in which art has been 
able to borrow from nature her grandest as well as as her 
most gracefal features, and to combine them with just s0 
much order as may make them lend each other fresh beauties, 
while at the same time losing nothing of their individ- 
ual simplicity. We too have had our period of heresy ; 
@ period which prodaced such charming sophists as 
Temple and Evelyn, and which has left us not a few miracles 
of that symmetrical artifice so pleasantly satirized by Pope, 
when he says :— 
*Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother, 
‘ And half the platform post reflects the other.’ 

But amongst the mercies of modern progress not the least 
joy is due to the birth of that better intelligence by which 
such barbarous notions of beauty have been replaced. We 
bave no hesitation in saying that neither in the gardens of 
Alcinous, nor among the rose parterres of Postam, nor yet 
in the ‘ paradise’ of the Vandal Kings at Grasse, could the 
spirit of true art find anything so congenial as she can to-dsy 
in the people’s promenade at the Serpentine bridge or the 
‘ forest wilderness’ at Pain’s Hill. If Japan must imitate, 
let her not choose as models the things we have long dis- 
carded, nor fancy that she is placing herself abreast of west- 
ern civilisation wheu she adopts the miseries that belonged 
to our age of Gothicism. A corporal of sappers, or a foundry 
foreman, might approve such designs as have been carried out 
in the grounds of certain public buildings in Tokiyo, but the 
thing is no more consistent with the European esthetics of 
to-day than ‘bunkam’ is with the true American character, 
ot sober trath with that of Falstaff. 

To accomplish any real success, however, with the English 
system of landscape gardening, three things are essential ; 
money, time and space. The two first are not of course very 
serious obstacles, bat the last is seldom attainable within the 
preciocts of acity. It is not often that art achieves such a 
triumph as that described by Walpole, when he says, speaking 
of the Hamiltons’ pleasure-grounds, that “the walks seem 
not designed, but cut through the wood of pines ; and the 
style of the whole is so grand and conducted with so eerious 
an air of wild and uncultivated extent, that when you look 
down on this seeming forest, you are amazed to find it con- 
tains only a few acres.” This sort of thing is of course not 
to be expected on any scale however reduced, and thus for all 
its acknowledged inferiorities, the formal fashion is still un- 
avoidably employed in England when space is very limited. 
But no such difficulty exists in the case of the Japanese gar- 
den. It adapte iteelf to all circumstances and is certainly not 
least charming when most miniature, The tiny lake, the 
mossy watercourse, the range of luw-browed hills with beet- 
ling cliff and shapely shrub, the feathery bambvo, the plam 
grove, and an endless variety of trees, skilfully dwarfed so 
as to harmonize exactly with their surroundings ; these are 
materials which in canning hands may be made to fit 
a cottage arvour quite no less aptly than « palace park. In no 
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country in the world has the science of rockeries been carried 
to such an extent as in Japan. Every stone has its name 
and fashion of employment, and iu the good old times, when 
the nobles came up to the capital every second year to do 
homage for their fiefa, it was counted a small matter to car- 
ry from distant provinces large granite rocks, masses of blue 
shale and other quaint monsters, for presentation to the 
Shogun, or for the adornment of the exquisite pleasure-grounds 
attached to every Yashiki. The love of horticultare too, as 
indeed of all natural beauties, is absolately universal. The 
commonest peasant, nay even the city scavenger, is no stran- 
ger to the sentiment, and one of the very first luxuries a suc- 
ceasfal merchant allows himself isa garden. Why a people 
with such ssthetic proclivities, and who for generations of ge- 
nerations have never varied in their allegiance to an unerring 
creed, should now suddenly forsake the good and cleave to 
the evil, is a problem whose solution lies deeper than the 
sources of our intelligence. 

Some may hold that the whole matter is not worth a thought 
but for our pert we take a very different view. In some re- 
spects the mind of the nation is still in the mould, and any 
impression it receives now may become indelible. Not long 
ago when the spirit of innovation had wellnigh grown itito a 
phrensy, it did not seem impossible that the mad demolition 
of old institutions would extend even to those parks and 
gardens which we, though seeing them only after they were 
already marred by the touch of iconoclasm, rightly reckoned 
among the most exquisite efforts of human art. Many were 
indeed hopelessly annihilated, but the reaction fortunately 
was not long deferred, nor much less complete than the de- 
lirium that had preceded it. For the moment there are no 
symptoms of a relapse, nevertheless on behalf of our own re- 
putation, no less than for the sake of those who, incapable of 
discrimination, mistake blind imitation for the wisdom of pro- 
gress, we most emphatically protest against the belief that 
these architectaral gardens have anything tolerable to western 
eyes or anything in common with true western art. 








REVIEW. 


We have often been very much pursled to account for the 
fact that Japan and Japanese things should have been so long 
entrasted for literary discussion to those who, as a rule, are 
least qualified for the task. It may be that in such a matter 
too much familiarity with his subject rather impedes than 
assists an author, since it persuades him to treat as trivialities 
much that possesses large interest for the outer world, and . 
as @ consequence, men, otherwise highly competent, are deter- 
red by thea tly unattractive nature of their materials ; 
or it may be that since merit is always modest, true scholars 
have been heretofore ousted from the field by that splendidly 
mendacious class of which Marco Pinto is a type; men who 
have well balanced the chances of dexterous hyperbole and 
most unlikely exposure, and who hold with Mandeville, that 
books of travel are an excellent vehicle for trotting out one’s 
gifts since, like Episcopalian preachers, they run little risk 
of contradiction. At all events the amount of honest and well- 
authenticated matter hitherto given to the world by writers 
on Japan, is superlatively incapable of comparison with the 
sprightly and speculative dissertations of globe-trotters and 
—— book-makers. To have passed a few days in 

apan, nay even, in some cases, to have associated with & 
Japanese, seems a sufficient reason for ‘ going to press,’ and 
since reviewers at home are not always in a position to be 
impertial—having occasionally to consider the state of their 
own feet before they tread on other people's corns—while 
those on this side of the Pacific are apt to he counted jealous 
carpers if they raise their Voices, it results that the public 
is spendidly duped and occasionally disgusted, as has been 
lately the case, when an ‘artist’ curio-dealer and a glib 
charlatan paraded such flimsy pretences to esthetic know- 
ledge, that the whole subject of Japanese art was rendered 
generally distastfal by this particular abuse. 
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Remembering all these things we received the announce- | some particle of reverence—to the desire of obtaining that 


ment of the Chrysanthemum's* forthcoming publication 
with mach satisfaction. Such a work seemed to promise 
some measure of imrounity from the evils we have described. 
It would supply the students and old residents of Japan with 
a vehicle for making known the results of their studies or 
observations, and would also be likely to preserve mach vala- 
able material unsuited for the columns of the Yokohama 
journals and insufficient for separate publication. On the 
whole, however, we are disappointed by the new magazine, 
or speaking more accurately, by its first number. It is at 
once too mach and too little: too mach from a pecuniary 

int of view ; too little from a literary. With the subscrip- 
tion of two dollars per annam the expenses of publication 
may possibly be defrayed, but certainly nothing resembling 
an adequate remuncration can be expected by the contri- 
butors. Sach considerations may have little weight with the 
authors of the Chrysanthemum, but they cannot fail ultimate. 
ly to become paramount, and it seems at least an unwise 
policy wittingly to hamper a laudable undertaking with con- 
ditions from the outset so unsatisfactory. 

The materials of the first number—expecially as a frst 
number—are not very happily chosen. The pitce de 
résistance is Mr. Satow’s Review of Imbrie’s “ English- 
Japanese Etymology.” Of this we need not for the 
moment speak, partly because it is as yet incomplete, 
but principally because anything from Mr. Satow’s pen, 
having reference to Japan, leaves little room for criticism. 
For the rest the chief impression one receives from 
a perasal of the Magazine is that its pages are 
devoted to discussions on the jast methods of render- 
ing the New ‘Testament into Japanese. The sub- 
ject is certainly of the greatest importance and well 
deserves ventilation, but it is not one in which the 
general public can take much interest, and were perhaps 
better relegnted to a less — place in the Magazine. 
So far as the terms ‘soul’ and‘ spirit’ are concerned, Mr. 
Waddell’s researches do undoubtedly demonstrate the inapt- 
ness of previous renderings, but scholars have long ago 
admitted the impossibility of finding exact equivalents for 
such expressions. In ourown language the words have 
acquired their present signification altogether by use, and a 
similar process alone can qualify their Japanese representa- 
tives, Meanwhile Mr. Waddell’s analysis is exhaustive, and 
can scarcely fail to be serviceable, though on the whole, we 


venture to think, he might have criticized his colleagues’ | 


dilemma a little more tenderly. 

The question raised by Mr. Piper is of very much greater 
moment, since it concerns the style of the translation, and 
consequently reflects apon the validity of the work asa 
whole. We confess that we ourselves have been troubled by 
reflections similar to those now put forward in the pages of 
the Chrysanthemum, but we have felt little inclination to 
discuss the matter, thoroughly appreciating, as we do, the 
earnest scholarship of the translators, and being at the same 
time persuaded that no aspect of the problem can have escaped 
such zealous minds as theirs. Still, we cam:ot say that we 


approve of the style adopted. It isin fact no style at all—| 


neither written nor colloquial—and is certain]; not calculated 
to render the Holy Scripture popular a:song educated 
Japanese. If it achieved the pu of its conception, 
if it conveyed the sense of the text intelligibly to all classes, 
its inelegance might easily be condoned; bit that such is 
not the case we have been taught by tl:e evidence of 
experience. At the same time it must be confessed that 
obscurities due to inexpert translation are as nothing 
compared with those attributuble to the abst-use natare of 
the sulject itself. No method of translation could elucidate 
these, and in its present forin the testament i3, we believe, 
intelligible—and that but imperfectly—to the best educated 
section of the community alone; in other words, to the very 
section most intolerant of everything unscholarly or inele- 
gant. The Japanese bible is a sealed book to all but the 
priests. A single line of the text requires a page of com- 
mentary to explain its meaning, and western translators have 
done well in preserving Christ’s Gospel from such a misfor- 
tune. Nevertlicless a commentary of some sort will always 
be necessary, and the question consequently narrows itself to 
this :—is it wise to sacrifice elegaunce—aad therefore perhaps 
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too much respect for the authors of the C 


© The Chrysanthemum, a monthly Magazine for Japan and the address iu 
East. : — the ad 


which is practically inaccessible ? 


The somewhat hacknied ‘ Koyeki Mondo’ makes its ap- 


pearance again in the pages of the Chrysanthemum. Saisuke 
and Gwanrokn’s dialogue was interesting for its own sake 
once, and will always, be more or less useful to students of the 
language, bat there arc already so many translations of it in 
existence that Mr. Imbrie’s seems rather saperflacus. 
is it by any means faultless. 
0O Kogi to mosa mono’ and ‘ Kono Nippon to iu mi-kani’ 
do not conrvy to a Jn 
tnent as we call it’ and ‘this country which we speak of as 
Japan.’ 
simply demonstrative adjectives, and the proper rendering of 
the phrases is the ‘(former) Government’ and ‘ this country of 
of Japan.’ 
semban’ 
audacious,’ and that ‘oibore jiji’ signified ‘dotard’ not 
‘decrepit old man,’ while the expression ‘I’m dreadfally 
sorry for you’ is not one that we slioald have been disposed 
to class among the amenities of language. Mr. Imbrie’s 
notes and grammatical hints will, however, undoubtedly prove 
of great value, for his very accurate knowledge of colloquial 
Japanese is beyond question. 


Nor 
For example: the expressions 


nese any such ideas us, ‘ the Govern- 
The words ‘ to mo«u’ and * to ia’ are in these cases 


We have always believed too that ‘ fatodoki 
meant ‘most unprincipled’ not ‘ monstrously 


We write thus with considerable reluctance, but we have 
hrysanthemum to 


suppose that honest criticism can possibly be unwelcome to 
them. 
we do most eamestly desire its success, not only for the sake 
of the scholars whose names are associated with it, but also 
because we feel that it supplies a want long experienced. 
This interest in its fate and this faith in its capacity urge us 
speak plainly, and if our words should be so fortauate as to 
elicit a worthier effort, we shall uot regret the performance 
of so uncongenial a task. 


Moreover now that the Magazine is fairly launched, 








THE LOTUS FLOWEB. 


| [From the Japanese.] 

The waters are soiled and dark below— 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 
Why art thou fair as a fake of snow ? 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 


Over the waters thy lifted leaves— 

(Beantiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 
Thrill with the fragrance their heart receivee— 
(Beautiful Bloum of the Lotus Flower !) 


Now is the mystery plain to me— 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 
Heaven came down with its .ove to thee— 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 


And the Angel in the arose to view, 
Crystalline pure from the mire she grew— 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lotus Flower !) 
Moruing and even the gift was new, 
Heaven that came in a drop of dew— 
(Beautiful Bloom of the Lutus Flower !) 


| F.B.H. 
Tokio, 14th January, 1881. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Lonpon, 7th January, 1881. 


Parliament was oponed to-day hy Royal Commission. In 
the Queen’s Speech it was stated that hopes are entertain- 
ed of a peaceful solution of the Greek frontier question, 
aud that British authority will be vindicated in the Trans- 
vanl. The speech also referred to the abandonment of 
Kandahar, and the necessity of strict legislation for Irelaud. 


Lonpon, 9th January, 1881. 


Turkey and Greece have refused to submit to arbitra- 
tien regarding the Greck frontier. 

The House of Lords voted the address in reply to the 
speech from the Throne after a short debate 

The House of Commons has adjourned the debate on the 
reply tuthe Royal Speech, Afr, Parnell opposing 


88 THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. (Jan. 15, 1881. 



















$1,500, redeemable in five years, has been raised on the Church 
Compound by way of mortgage, at the moderate interest of 8 
percent. per annum; the generous donation of $400 by the 
Rev. Mr. Garrett, the late incumbeut has already been grate- 
fully acknowledged. ‘There is every reason to expect that for 
a considerable time no further call will be made upon the 
Church funds in connection with the Parsonage. ; 

Tbe unanimous wish: expressed at the las: General Meeting that 
the late incumbent of Christ Church should be informed uf the 
gvneral regret felt at his departure, and the high — 
of his services eutertained by the subscribers, was duly com- 
municated tu the Rev. gentleman, who left for Eugland in 
Junuary last. : 

His successor, the Rev. Mr. Champneys Irwine, arrived a 
very few days before his departure, and immediately entered 
on bis ministerial duties. 

In September last the Hon. Treasurer informed your Com- 
mittee that the current exp-nses of the church would —— 
exceed by about $710, the receipts fur the current year, a: 
after much consultation as to the best means of raising the 
required amount, it was agreed to ask the musical portion of 
the commuuity to give a concert in aid of the Church funds. 

The request for arsistence conerquently made was favour. 
ably entertained by the Yokolama Choral Society, and a con- 
cert was given on the 16ch ult.. which realised the sum of 
$440,—leas sbout $160 for expenses. 

Your Committee now beg pulicly to express their grateful 
appreciatiun of the generous aid given by the members of that 
society on the occasion in question, under the able leadership 
of Mr. Griffin. 

The thanks of your Committee are moreover due to all the 
ladies and gentlemen whw have so kindly aceisted in the choral 
services uf the Church during the past year, and more parti- 
cularly to those who have so frequently presided at the : 
also to Mr. James, who during severn! years has discharged the 
duties of Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, and has notified 
his unwillinguess vo serve again. 

We remain, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servants, 
MontaGug KirgkKWoop, 
Epwin WHEELER, 
JOHN WALrTeR, 
A. J. WILkin, 
J. J. ENSik, 

Chairman and Acting Treasurer. 

The accounts and report were passed nem. con, and after a 
few desultory remarks, the meeting was dissolved. 


We reprint the following items from the columns of the 
London World:—“ Major Hogg of the Poona Horse, who sent an 
aovount of the battle of Maiwand to the Bombay: newspa;ers, 
and signed his name to the same, has considerably disturbed 
the equanimity of the military authorities in India. General 
Warre, the Commuander-in-Chief at Bombay, ordered him to 
Poona to ‘explaiu;’ but the Major put in a medical certificate, 
and atarted for England by the P.& 0. On the stexamer's 
arrival at Aden a telegram from the ontraged authorities 
awaited him, warning him to be prepared for something— 
whether an immediate return to the East, or an interview with 
the authorities at the India Office or Horse Guards, is not 


Lonpos, 10th January, 1881. 


The Indian Chief has been wrecked at Ramsgate, with a 
loss of eighteen lives. 
Lonpon, 13th Jauuary, 1881. 

A serious riot has occurred io Ireland, and the meetings 
of the Land League have been forbidden. 

Four British regiments and a British buttery have been 
ordered from Iudia to the Cupe. 








MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


The Messageries steamer Taxais brought the French mail on 
the 12th instant. TheO. & O. steamer Belgic, expected on 
Thursday last, has not yet arrived. The P. & O. steamer Afalac- 
ea left for Hongkong, with the homeward mails, at four 
o'clock this afternoon. 

The P. M. 8. 8. City of Tokio left Hongkong for Yokobama 
on Thareday afternoon. She is advertised to leave this port 
for San Francisco on the 23rd instant. 


The 8. 8. Aferionethshire, from London, left Hongkong for 
Yokohama yesterday morniug 

The fire-bell rang out its unwelcome alarm at twenty min- 
utes past one on the morning of the 14th instant, asa fire had 
broken out at Negemachi, not far frum the Railway station. 
The conflagration was soun get under contrul, although at oue 
time it threatened to assume serious proportions. 


We have beeu infurmed that His Excellency Mateuds, 
Governor of Tokio, has invited the members of the corpse 
diplomatiqne and many native and foreign private gentlemen to 
a soirée, to be held on the evening of the 18th instant, at nine 
o'clock. Daring the evening a theatrical performance is to be 
given. 

The Annual Meeting of members and pew-holders of the 
Episcopal Church took place yesterday afternoon, at the hall 
of the Chambor of Commerce. The attendance was very small. 
The Chairman, Mr. Enslie, read the foll..wing report :— 
General Report oF THE OcmMITTEE OF Curist CHURCH, 

YoxKouaMa, FOR THE YeaR 1880. 
To THE SUBSCRIBERS. 

Gentlemen,—The Committee of the British Episonpal Church 
Establishment at this t'ort beg, in closing their year of office, 
to submit their accounts and report for the year ended Sist 
December 1880, shewiug as follows :— 


REcgrIPTS. 
Amount received by donatiou from the Rev. Mr. 
Garrett eee eee eee eee eee ere eee eee eee $ 400.00 
Amount received by loan at 8 per cent. per annum... 1,500.00 
” 99 for Pew Rants eco = eee 000 400 46 2,451.67 
— from Christmas Collection ... ... 18218 
7 by sale of tickets fur Concert ... 411.03 








Disscurewcees: $5,065.52 | known. slajor Hogg did gallant service in the battle iteelf, 

Paid Balance due’ Treasurer 81st December, 1879 ... $ 109.16 | "4 "an great risks; bat it is sometimes afer to lead a charge 
Ineumbents stipend...........c-cecscsseeseeesssesesece 2,175.00 | ‘han to write about it. 

a —— ou deg ap ty —— Church, Organ, ‘Some surprise has been expressed that in the official despatches 

and Parso » for $10,000..........ccccces sccccee 208. i * 

tor Repairs — —— ge and Charch...... - on 9— concerning the battle at Koshk-i-Nukhud no mention has been 

* incidental ex; during 1880, inclading made of the medical officers who were under fire on that occa- 

Ground Rent ........cssscscsees ——— . 457.26} 40n. Surgeon- Major Preston of the 66th went into action 

——— | with his regiment, and was desperately wounded whilst going to 

$5,065.42 | the aid of one of the men. Surgeon Edward Roe stuck to his 

Balance due Treasurer, 8ist December, 1880......... 8 120.54 field-hospital until almost surrounded by the Ghasis, and then 


carried away a wounded man for a long distance until he got 


— account now presented have been audited by Mr. C. F. him out of danger. 
ouper. 


With tho exception of a very considerable item for repairs to “Now that some traths are being discovered about the Mai- 


the Parsonage, amounting to $1,938, aud $178 for the Church, wand fight it would appear that the story of the battle, as told 
the receipts aud disbursements for the past year have undergone | in the columns of a morning contemporary some weeks sgo, 
no noticeable change as compared with thoxe for 1879. was 1ather under than over ‘coloured.’ Colonel Galbraith's 


It wan originally roughly «xtimated, as stated nt the Inet | .; : ’ > 
General Meeting, that pce $900 would be sequiced for th. “ss oe described as ‘a gallant gray; the only animal 
repnira, buton going into this matter more minwely i: was which tho colouel rode on the day was a dark chestnut, a fa- 
found that work of a more sulmtantial and solid nature was | vourite Arab. 

Imperative. After much con<ultation the necessary alrerations “ During the siege of Candahar ment and water were plentiful, 


were decided ou and completed at the cost already tioned. : : 
The interior of the building has undergone = — —— Wat beer and Scotch whisky were more — ae tables, 


windows have bren increased in size, the roof has been relaid, At the sale of General Brooke's effects a bottle of the former 
and the building is now in every respect a substantial and | W&8 kuocked down to a thirsty Lancer for eleven rupees, and 


pleasaut place of residence. To meet this expense a loan of | the mountain dew fetched over fourteen rupees a botile. 
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“ General Primrose has been blamed for the precipitancy with 
which he abandoned t-he cantonmenta at Candahar and made 
for the citadel—sacrificing in the haste many stores and much 
baggage. The General, however, was fortunate enough to save 
all his own property, which was carted into security at a very 
early hour. It was thought that a portion of his superfluous 
carriage might bave been of use to others ; but this may be 
cam) scandal. 

“When the vexed question of improving the status and in- 
creaxing the pay of military surgeons is on the fapis, it is as 
well to recognise the dangers they -ncounter, and willingly share 
in common with combatant officera in active service. An 
Officer in a Highland regiment, engaged in one of the late bat- 
tles under General Roberts, describes the valour of his medical 

' attendant in a few words, written with difficulty from his tent, 
where he still lives dangerously ill. He was shot down when 
leading on his men. 

“¢T he two men who carried me into a hut set down their 
rifles to try and prop me up when a Ghazi rushed out on us, 
alashed me about the head, laying me flat on the ground, and 
wounded the guard, then turned on me ayain, cutting my back 
and set to work tv finish me, when «a Ghoorka killed him, and 
his body all but full across nine. After this they put me in a 
dhoolie, and Dr. Row came and was sowing up my wounds, when 
there was an alarm given by the man placed as sentry, and they 
were surrounded. Dr. Roe collected five men—two of them 
wounded—and kept out the attacking furies, killing eleven of 
them, and the rest bolted.’” 


By our American exchanges we find that a proclamation 
respecting the abrogration of discriminating duties ia connec- 
tion with Chinese owned vessels has been issued. The 
ordinance runs :—‘ Whereas satisfactory evidence has been 
given to me by the Government of his Majesty the Em- 
peror of China, that no discriminating duties of tonnage 
or imports are imposed or levied in the ports of that 
nation upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the 
United States, or upon the produce, manufactares or merchan- 
dise imported in the same ; therefore I, Rutherford B. Hayes, 
President of the United States of America, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by law, do hereby declare and proclaim 
the foreign discriminating dutiee of tonn»ge and import within 
the United States are and shall be suspended and discontinued 
so far as respects the vessels of China, and the produce, manu- 
factures and merchandise imported therein into the United 
States from China, or from any other foreign country so long 
as the exemption aforesaid on the part of Chiuva of vessels 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and their cargoes 
shall be continued, and no longer. 

“In testimony I have hereunto set my hand and cansed the 
seal of the United States to be nffixed. Dore at the city of 
Washington this 23d day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty, and of tie independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred aud fifth. 

By the President : 

[Seal] R. 3. Hayes. 

Attest: Wx. M. Evarts, Secretary of Stute. 


In a late number of the San Francisco Bullet’. the following 
details are published respecting an Insane Commi.ment against a 
Japanese subject : — Judge Finn last Mouday issued an order 
restoring Tuske Ikigami, alias Joe Henley, to the privileges of 
asane citizen. Ikigami, who is a Japanese 24 years of age, 
was represented by counsel, and befriended b: the Japanese 
Consul, who acted as interpreter to the Court. Daring the hear- 
ing Dr. John Henry, one of the physicians who committed the 
petitioner to the Asylum, said that he had been committed on 
the testimony of Mrs. Foster, by whom he had been employed. 
lle (the Doctor) had thought Le observed signs cf epilepsy in 
Ikigami previous to his commitment, but now he was com- 
petent to tuke care of himself. A certificate of discharge from 
the physicians ut Napa was read, reiting forth that Ikigami 
had been committed to that institution October 14th, and 
discharged November 25th, and that during that time they 
had noticed no signs of epilepsy or insanity. The Ja; an- 
ese Consul testified to haviny tho confinment of the peti- 


Google 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


39 


lioner called to his notice. He visited Napa, where he 
found Ikigami in as sound mental condition as he (the 
Consul) was himeelf. Ikigami testified to his endeavoring to 
collect some money duc him from his former employer, Mra, 
Foster, and then before he comprehended his position he was 
taken before the Commissioners of Lunacy and sent up to 
Nupa. The Japanese Consul stated to the Count that the 
petitioner had been very much depress.-d since his confinement, 
as in Japan the act of being committed to a foreign iu-ane 
«sylum was considered a great disgrace, and Taske deeply felt 
his poxition. Alter Judge Finn granted the order, counsel 
stuted that suit would be brought against airs. Foster to recover 
the moneys due the peritioner. It was suggested that the case 
might yet assume more serious proportions, as the Japanese 
Consul considerod that the treaty stipulations between the 
United States nnd Jupan had been broken by the incarceration 
in an insane axylum of a native of the latter country in the 
former without first nutifying the Japanese Representative of 
oe position of his countrymun, in order that he might represent 
im.” | 

The Melbourne Age of November 25th last, contains an 
interesting article on the trade between the Australian 
Colonies and the East. The writer, referring to Japan, says — 
“In reviewing the prospects of more extended trade relations 
between Australia and what in Europe is collectively termed 
the East, it would be impossible to overlook the importance of 
the Empire of Japan. The extraordinary progress which has 
been made during the last twenty-five yeara hy the Japanese 
in vot only developing the natural and iudustrial resources of 
their country, but in asserting its position in the community of 
nations by the adoption of the highest elements of civilization, 
forms one of the most interesting studies to be found in the 
world’s history of progress during the nineteenth century. 
Pussessing a population of about 85,000,000 souls, whose wants 
are annually, us the more general adoption of western manners 
and customs extends, iucreasing, it is not surprising to find the 
Im;erial authorities actively bestir:ing themselves to induce 
local production. Up to the present time Japan has drawn 
largely from Europe, especially from Great Britain, to supply 
the new wants of her people. The balance of trade has toa 
certuin extent, as it might be expected under such circumstances, 
been against Japan. The empire has been drained of its gold, 
receiving in return ouly perishable commodities, and such com- 
modities as under other conditions might have beeu produced 
by local industry. The Goverument of the Mikadu have now 
fully grasped the situation, and frum the latest reports furnished 
us by the Japanese Consul, Mr. Alexander Marks, which brings 
up our information to the Sth of October, are evidently anxious 
that the one-sided trade which has hitherto existed between 
Japan and other couutries should be merged into a system 
likely to afford more beneficial results to their own country. 

“Before examining how far Australian trade in the future 
will practically benefit from the aduption by Japan of a policy 
of protection, it will be well briefly to direct attention to the 
resuurces of the empire, which are as yet little know. ia 
Australia. Turning to the report of the finance minister for 
the current fiscal year, which dates, like our own, from the 
1st of July, 1880, to the 30th of June, 1881, we find that the 
estimated resuurces for the year amounted to 59,933,507 yen, 
or, taking the yen at 4s. currency, £11,986,701. The proposed 
expenditure, which provides for contingent and extraordinary 
disbursements, the reduction of the national debt and the 
redemption of paper money, would appear to absorb the whole 
revenue, but a more careful examination of the figures goes to 
show, that the Ministry have allotted the difference between 
actual Government expenditure—which includes provision for 
the army, navy, State officiula, Imperiul household, judicial and 
religious departments, public works and the like—and the 
revenue to the creation and support of local iudastries. Thus 
wo find a grant of 103,172 yen to supplement deficiency in 
capital for maintaining public industries and works; manu- 
factures under Home departmen:, 30,000; mines under Public 
Works d--partiment, 44,211 ; public works uuder ditto, 28,961. 
There is no speciul vote in this year's estimates for the shvep 
farm under the Home department; it may therefore be now 
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new manufactures under the Home departmeut, 83,314 yen ; 
and in addition to these there are several specific votes, 
such as for the manufacture of oil, and for general industries 
under the Colonisation department. The wisdom of the 
Japanese Government in ad.pling this principle will only 
be denied by those whose interesis incline them in another 
direction. To approach the question fairly it must be 
understood that the great mass of the people of Japan 
are in a state of pupilaye. Numbers indeed have not 
arrived even so far as this. The governing classes are edu- 
cated far in advance of any other country under similar condi- 
tions, and with a true spirit of patriotism would seem to have 
apprehended that the future of their nation can only be secured 
by encouraging progress and localising the dixcoveries which 
centuries of patient investigation and study have given to the 
more civilised communities of the west. Preveuted for the 





from what we can gather, it only remains for some bold pioneer 
to open up a trade which has surroundings sufficiently 
favourable to hold out promising hopes of its being made a 
permanent financial success. Tallow again, we are assured, 
would find a rendy market in Japan; «nd as local industries 
develop, a yearly increasing trade might be done in this staple. 
Hides and leather are two other exports from Anstralia which 
would commani, at all times, a xale at high prices, more particu- 
larly the latter, as for purpose of local manafacture, the 
demand at present is by far in excess of the supply. Our 
candle factories sliould also find in Japan an outlet for their 
goods, as experts tell us that they can compete readily with 
the European exports sent to Yokohwma and the open ports 
both as regards price and quality. We understand that, by 
the suggestion of Mr. Ounsal Marks, samples have already 
been despatched to Japan by Messrs. Kitchen and 


time by the treaties which the State has entered into with |Sons, with a view of opening up buxiness, The return. 


Great Britain and other powers from adopting a policy of pro- 
tection similar to that adopted by the United States, Canada 
and Victoria, and so recently by the German Empire, the 
Government of Japan have turned their a.tention to the pos- 

ibility of developing local industries either by the direct inter- 
ference of the State in eslablishing Imperial factories, or by as- 
sisting by subventions existing guilds. At the present moment 
there is a good deal of agitation going on regarding the future of 
manafactories in Japan. The representative of free-trade 
England has thrown the whole of his weight into the scale on 
behalf of British exporters to Japan. On the ovher hand the 
policy of the Kiito Aratamo Kwaisha has been, not only to 
foster local efforta, bat to control, to a certain extent, both 
foreign and native trade. The foreign party aseert that “the 
chief obstacles in the way of an extended trade lie in the 
absence of a common understanding with producer and con- 
sumer, importer and exporter, and the exclusion, by the inter- 
ference of a small number of Japanese deslers, of the real 
traders from free intercourse with foreign merchants in the 
open ports.” The reply which the national party make to this 
charge is substantially that the progress of the country is re- 
tarded, its indusirial development checked and its financial 
Fesources wasted by the killing competition with outside 
nations; that unless careful steps are taken to conserve its 
wealth, Japan will become pauperised, and the strides which it 
has recently made in the list of civilised communuties rendered 
useless, To avoid such a national calamity the Government 
are stimulating by example and awixting in other ways the 
creation of new industries; and as it is highly probable that 
Australia will in the futare play an important part in feeding, 
so to speak, theese new industries, the crisis through which 
Japan is at the present moment passing is of more than ur- 
dinary interest to ourselves. 

“One of the most promiuent of new Japanese industries ix 
that of cloth making. The Imperial Guvernment have erectod at 
considerable ovst two large woollen factories ; the machinery 
has been supplied by European machinists, and comprises all 
the latest improvements for weaving cloths of almoat every 
description. Already oue or two cargoes of Australian wool 
have been despatched to Yokohama, and with such success that 
further orders are looked for at au early date. Uulike India, 
in almost all parte of Japan woollen clothing at some season of 
the year becumes an abs:lute necessity, and with the spread of 
Earupean fashions the native drees is fast disappearing ; the 
wants of 35,000,000 people must soon assume conxiderable 
dimensions. Allied tu the fleece is the sheep from whose back 
it is shorn, and here again the Japanese are likely to become 
good customers for stock to Australia. We have ulready 
mentioned the Imperial sheep farm, under the control of th: 
House department. The public accounts show that within ine 
last four years some considerable sums bave been expend-d in 
this direction with a view to breeding wool-yrowing sbeep for 


futare requirements. We are informed that it is th: intention |“ Mr. 


oummodities Australia could take from Japan are wot nomer- 
ous; bat doubtless, if a regular trade between the two countries 
were opened up, every year the list would be added to. The 
principal items at the present time would consist of tea—of 
which Japan produces a large quantity—rice and sulphur; 
whilst a considerable trade might also be done in matches, sar- 
dines and preserved salmon. As we import the latter largely 
from Euro; and the United States, there is nothing to prevent 
our doing business in the same line with Japan, if price and 
quality enable them to euter fuirly into competition with the 
present market supply. A movement has, we are glad to learn, 
been already made (o test the practicability of a fuir interchange 
of pruducts between Australia aud Japan, and it appears highly 
probable that an Austral-Japancee trading company, under the 
auspices of the Government of Japan, will be formed for the 
express pirposs. Regarding the peculiar position of Japan 
trade at the present moment, and the keen competition she is 
experiencing ou all sides, we think that this suggestion, which, 
we may mention comes from the consul for Japan, Mr. Alex- 
ander Marks, is one that deserves attention, and would, if 
practically worked out, prove successful. Should this be the 
case, we may lay claim fairly to it as one of the fruits of the 
Victorian International Exhibition. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


[The following Notes on various Ja 
derived from the native papers, occasionally sapplemented from 
ori sources of information, and are cavafally collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

A native contemporary says that the 23rd instant being the 
birthday of Her Majesty the Emprees Dowager, Their Majes- 
ties the Emperor and Empresas will visit the Asvoyama palace 
to offer their congratulativus., The Princes of the Blood, the 
Prime Ministers and Privy Councillors, and officials of the 
three highest grades, will also attend for the same purpose. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun reports the departuro, on Sunday 
the 9th instant, of the young Prince Arigusawa, fur London. 

The same paper states that His Excellency Ho Ju Chang, the 
Chinese Minister, ‘will, on his return to China, be appointed Mi- 
nister at Washington. His Excellency Su Kiu Sei is named as 
his successor at Tokio. 

The Choya Shinbun states that Mr. Yoshida Masaharu, 
Japanese Envoy to Persia, was, with his staff, presented tu the 
Shah of Persia un the 24th of September, by the Persian Miui- 
ster for Foreign Affairs. 

We learn from the Nichi Nichi Shinbun, that a telegram 
wna roceived on the 8th iustant to the effect that Mr, 
Ikeda Kanji, Superintendent of the Nagasuki Custom House 
who has been indispoeed for some time past, expired at 
four o'clock in the previous afternoon. The native papor 
we quote gives the following short aketch of his career, 
Ikeda Kanji was born at Nagasaki ; at the time of the 
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subject of our sketch: was delegated to accompany him ‘as Se- 
cretary. On his return his attention was directed towards en- 
couraging trade between China aud Japan, and he addressed the 
Government on the subject. When the Formosa question aroxe 
he accompanied Ambassador Okubo to Peking, and afforded him 
great assistance in bringing matters to an amicable arrange- 
ment. After this Mr. Ikedo Kanji was appointed Consul at 
Tientsin, where he renewed his efforts to promote mutual com- 
merce between Japan and China. Here, however, he un- 
fortuuately contracted disease of. the lungs, which compelled 
his return to Japan, where he was appointed to the superinten- 
dency of the Nagasaki Custom Houee, a post which he occupied 
with the greatest credit uutil anbappily cut off, at the early age 
of thirty-four, by the insidious disease against which he had 
striven for some time.” 

The Hochi Shinbun writes as follows -—“ A rumour is current 
to the effect that the Japanese Government will declare a 
policy of neutrality in the event of war breaking out between 
Russia and China.” 

The Akebono Shinbun says that the Senate will be re-opened, 
after the New Year's vacation, to-day, the 15th instant, on which 
occasion His Majesty the Emperor will be present. 

Another vernacular paper writes that Mr. Sawa, a third rank 
police official, who has recently returned from Enrope, attends 
the legistative section of the Council of State every day: the 
cause of his visits is unknown, but they are believed to be 
connected with reforms in the police departinent. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the draft of the new Ma- 
rine laws was forwarded 10 the Senate for inspection on the 7th 
instant. A Committee, composed of several Senators and Se- 
cretaries of the Legislative Department, has been engaged in con- 
sidering them. The code contains over six hundred sections, 
and treats of marine insurance, and marine laws in time of Pvace 
or wat, and the geueral subject of naval warfare. 

We learn from a native journal that the Draft of the Re- 
formed Prison Regulations, which has greatly engaged the at- 
tention of several secretaries of the Council of State and the 
Hume Department, is said to be completed. 

His Imperinl Highness Field Marshal Prince Arisugawa, at- 
tended by His Excellenvy Iwakura, Jauior Prime Minister, 
paid a visit to His Royal Highness the Duke of Genoa, on board 
the Vettor Pisani, on Monday last. 

We recently noted that some alterations in the existing Court 
etiquette were in contemplation. We now read in the Nichi 
Nichi Shinbun that Mr. Nugasaki Shogoro, a shizoku of the pre- 
secture of Kagoshima, who lately returned from England, has 
been appointed au officer of the Bureau of Ceremonies in the 
Imperial Household Department. Recently, he presented a 
memorial ou the subject, and it is said that he will be allowed 
to gradually alter the present ceremunial of the Court, so as to 
make it conform with that of western countries. 

The Hochi Shinbun reports the return of His Excellency 
Matsukatn, Minister for the Interior, to Tokio on Monday 
morning, from his visit of inspection to the Shimosa Farm aud 
the Chiba Kencho. 

According to the Alciniché Shinbun, Mr. Sakai Akira bas been 
Promoted from the post of Secretary, to that of Governor, of 
the Tokushima prefecture. 

We read in « vernacular journal that Mr. Yoshida, the J. apa- 
nese envoy to Persia, will return with all his suite about the 
beginning of next month. 

His Excellency Kono, Minister of Education, has, we hear 
from a native source, applicd for permission to establish a Kin- 
der-garten in every city and prefecture, uud it is expected that 
the application will shortly be granted. 

His Excellency Sano, Minister of Finance, paid a visit of in- 
spection to the paper mills at Ooji,on Monday las t. 

Tho Choya Shinbun says that it was reported that owing to 
the flnancial erisia there would be great chanxes ia all the Go- 
Verumenut Departments thi« year, many of the offi--inls rec-iviag 
their congé, but that such is nut tho caso and that the only re- 
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of subordinate officials, one of the Axsistant Ministers rose up 
and said—‘In our Department only one Minister is really re- 
quired, and the two Assistant Ministers are useless, so that I 
should like to be dismissed.” The subject was, however, 
changed. 

We learn from the Choya Shinbun that His Majesty the Em- 
peror has attended the Daijukuwan at 10 a.m. daily, since the 
11th instant. 

The same paper states that’all the Foreign Representatives 
who were invited by the Emperor to witness the field mancsuvres 
at the Hibiya parade ground on the 8th instant, attended at the 
Imperial palace on Wednesday last, to return thauke for the 
Imperial invitation. 

“With regard to the approaching treaty revision,” writes the 
Nichi Nicht Shinbun, “all the treaty powers have sent in memo- 
tials to our Government, stating their ideas on the subject, 
with the exception of Great Britain. The authorities have 
therefore asked the British Government to send in its views as 
s00n as possible.” 

Another native paper writes that with the view of establish- 
ing a force of gendarmes—a proposition spoken of for the past 
two yeare—the General Staff office has drawn up a scheme, 
which was forwarded to the Council of State and received its 
final discussion on the 6th instant. The regulations are now 
to be submitted to the Senate for consideration, and it is 
thought they will be put in furce in March next. The force is 
to be organized in Tokio, but will serve throughout the whole of 
the oountry. The head office of the force will be in the War 
Department, and two thousand men will be stationed in 
Tukio. The men are to be armed with revolvers and 
sabres. The Capital will be divided into six wards, and 
three hundred men will be stationed iu each division. 
Patruls of five men each will be on duty night and day. 
Tf they arrest offenders, either upon complaints, or fagrants 
delicto, they have the power to examine them at once, and if 
necessary to take them to the nearest police station or military 
court. The men for the force will probably be chosen from 
amongst those rolicemen in reccipt of sularies varying from 12 
to 15 yen per month. The officers will be selected frum the 
army. 

His Excellency Matsukata, Minister for Home Affairs, 
inspected the buildings for the Seoond National Industrial 
Exhibition, in the public gardens of Uyeno, on Thursday last. 

The Alatnichi Shinbun says that ten cflicers from the Rassian 
men-of-war now in harbour paid a visit to the Department for 
Foreign Affairs, on the morning of the 13th instant. 

The Hochi Shinbun enys that His Excellency Nagaoka Mori- 
yoshi, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleniputentiary to 
the Court of Holland, was presented in audience with His Ma- 
jesty the King of Denmark, in the city of Cupenhagen, on the 
19th ultimo. | 

We notice in a native paper that a new hall, intended to be 
used for the receptiun of distinguished foreign visitors, is to be 
erected on the site of the old Museum, inside the Yamashita 
gate, at a cost of 40,000 yen. 

The Choya Shinbun states that the reforms in the Police 
Burean, so frequently meutioned of late, are to be put into 
force about the 20th iustant. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

A native journal states that His Excellency Admiral Eno- 
moto, Miuister for the Navy, paid a visit to the Naval College 
on Monday last, and inspected the Cadets at work. 

Port Admiral Nakamuda paid an official visit on board the 
Vettor Pisani, on Tuesday last at noon. 

Another journal states that daring the firing of the salutes at 
the Kanagawa fort on the occasion of His Majesty the Emperor 
visiting the Vettor Pisani, an accident occurred, by which two 
gunners were badly injured. It appears that after firing the 
third roand from the second gun, the sponging must have been 
imperfect, as on the charge being rammed home it exploded 
and the two men were both thrown intu the sea. The paper 
We quote sugyests that the accident was due tu the previous 
cartridge rewaining andixcharged. 

The Nichi Nichi Shiabun publiche-,tha following extract frm 
the Kogio Shimpo :—“ Of all our wen-of-war, the /‘veo Kan is 
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the most powerful ironclad. She was built by the famous Mr. 
Reed, N.P., but since she has been brouglit to Japanese waters 
that part of her hull which is below the waterline has always 
been decaying, eo that every six months she has had to go 
into dock at Yokosuka for repairs and repainting, which 
latter was always done with red paint. On the last occasion, 
however, (namely the 18th ultimo) examination shewed that 
spots appeared all along her sides below the water line, 
and on scraping them off the iron beneath was. coated 
with black rust and was only 4:3 inches thick. It has been the 
rule to paint only these spots with red paint, but it has resulted 
in her becoming weak and useless in only a (few months. It is 


said that this is the only ship on which this peculiarity hus been 
observed, yet she is plated with iron of the best quality. There 
are therefore two theories ; one is that the oil used in mixing 
her paintis of a bad quality, and the ouber that an electric 
current has been induced by some action of the sea. On 
the 15th ultimo, some members of the Tokio Medical 
College and one of the staff of the Kogio Shimpo went 
to examine her and tried, but without succces, to come to some 
explanation of the cause.” 

Tho same paper states that the training ship Riajo Kan, which 
gailed for Shimizu at the close of last year, for the purpose of 
testing her engines before starting on her long voyage for Aus- 
tralia, returned to the Yokosuka dockyard on the 6th instant, 
her engines not being in order. She will remain there until the 
necessary repairs are completed, and then start on her cruise. 
Captain Willan and Navigating Lieutenant James, foreign 
instructors in the Naval College, have been appointed to the 
ship, and Lieutenant Nagai has been discharged and appointed 
an attaché of the Navul College. 

Tut Mainichi Shinbua is our authority for stating that 
6,000 stand of the Murata rifle (named after its well-knuwn 
inventor) are to be manufactured at the Koishikawa Arsenal 
by the middle of next March. —_ 

Lieutenant General Ibi, Commander of the Nagoya garrison, 
arrived in Tokio on Thureday last. Lieutenant Generals Ku- 
rokawa, and Toda also arrived in the Capitul on the same day. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. | 


We read in the Akebono Shinbun, that last year the experi- 
ment was tried of importing from Kagoshima some tobacco 
seeds which were planted out at Isimi-gori in the prefecture of 
Chibi. The result has proved must successful, as not only are 
the leaves well developed, but they are al-o of a fine flavour. 
This will probably form the nucleus of a new indusiry 

The Hochi Skinbun says that the Second National Industrial 
Exhibition is to be opened on the Ist of March uext. 

The Akebono Shinbun writes as follows:—A competitive 
exhibition of silk, coccoons, silk thread, and silk fabrics was 
opened in the Nagano prefecture for thirty days, commencing 
from the 15th of October. There were 724 exhibitors, and the 
exhibits amoanted to 753 articles, valued at yen 11,877.31. 
The exhibition was visited by 27,635 persons, and 368 exhi- 
bitors obtained prizes. | 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes as follows :—“It may be 
asked how it happens that the branches of Agriculture and 
Commerce are to be separated from the Home Department and 
established as a fresh Department, when economy is so urgent. 
These industries, however, require much-encouragement, and 
having nothing to do with either the laws or regulations ought 
not to be mixed up with the affairs of the Hume Department. 
The new Department is consequently to be called into existence, 
and the Minister for Home Affairs will remain in charge of the 
executive, while the Minister for Agriculture and Commerce 
will be responsible for the increase of products, and the 
prosperity of our commerce. As upon his exertions will depend 
the prosperity or poverty of our country for the future, great 
care will be taken in selecting a suitable man for the position 
We bear of Mr. Mataukata Masayoshi, the present Minister 
for the Interior, and Mr. Kawase Hideharu, Superintendent of 
the Board of Commerce, being mentioned as likely to hold the 
respective positions of Minister, and Vice-Assistant Minister.” 

' “ The Mainichi Shinbun states that befure the opening of Fusan 
and Gensan, iu Corea, a little cotton used to be exported thither 
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from Osaka, but that now the quantity sent there hus yreatly 
increased. The Cotton Company of Osaka exported to Corea 
over 7,320,000 kwan last year. In consequence of this some 
other cotton merchants and capitalists in Osaka are combining 
to form a new company to engagoin the cotton trade with 
Corea. 

The Akebono Shinbun bas the following from a correspondent 
in Cores :—“ Business is very dull at Fusan, it being 
the close of the year, and only small quantities of rice are ex- 
ported as it is impossible to purchase large amounts from 
the natives. Cvorean money also has become very scarce, and is 
now 85 per cent premium over Japanese money, which has 
put currency generally in a very bad condition. At present 
one Kwan-mon of Corean money equals 3.05 or 3.06 yen in Ja- 
panese currency. Shares, amounting to 3,000 yen in all, have 
been subscribed for issuing paper notes convertible into Corean 
money, and it is expected that thoee notes will shortly be put 
in circulation throughout the whole country.” 

The Bukka Shimpo says that there is not much change in the 
silk trade at present, but that contracts are still ma:e daily. 
The Volga, which left here on the 9th instant, took over thirteen 
hundred bales, which had been bought by different firms at 
the end of lust year. 

The same paper states that there is also no great change to 
report in the tea trade in Yokohama at present. A few con- 
tracts are made now and then, and there are about five 
thousand kia of tea of the Ist, 2ad, and Sed class qualities 
sturedin the native town. 

We take the followings remarks on the rice trade from the 
same jeurnal:—“ The Afikumi Maru and the Kwaiko Mars 
brought 3,500 bags of rice from Ise yesterday. The recent dry 
weather, being anfavourable to the wheat crop, had the effect 
of sending up the price of rice. Ou Monday last it threatened 
to rain or snow and prices consequently declined, but as the 
alarm was false, they have advanced again, thoogh not as much as 
was anticipated, owing to the scarcity of monry and the extent 
of the stocks imported. There are, moreover, large stocks 
waiting fur buyers at the various ports, so that we do not be- 
lieve that the dry weather will make any material diffrence 
in prices, while rain or snow would cause a downward tendency.” 

A native paper states, that encouraged by the success 
of the competitive exhibition of sugar recently held at Osaks, 
many of the traders and manufacturers in the neighbourbood 
of that city have arranged to hold meetings in the Chamber of 
Commerce, on and after the 1st of next March, to consider means 
for the encouragement of this industry, and the improvement 
of the present methods of manufacture. Application has also 
been made to the Home Department to permit officials from 
the Board of Agriculture to attend these sittings, and the re- 
quest has granted. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A native paper states, that “two natives of Corea resided 
in Tokio during the latter part of last year. They 
hed cat their hair and adopted European clothes, and 
looked just as if they were Japanese. They were in the babit 
of paying frequent visits to the Chinese Legation, and one of 
them has just returned to Corea. We cannot speak for certain 
of their intentions, but rumour is rife that as it is not yet fore- 
seen how Corea will be affected by the Russo-Chinese negotia- 
tions, these men were sent here by their Government to find 
out all that they could about it.” 

We learn from a native paper that on the 27th ultimos 
severe gale was experienced at Niigata; amonyst other damage a 
part of the poorhonse was blowu down, killing one mau and 
injuring four others. 

We notice in a local native journal that an application made 
by the people of Nishi-shioya Mura, in the prefecture of Kuma- 
moto, for the construction of a new harbeur atthat place has 
been granted, and the sum of one hundred thousand yen, to be 
paid back by instalments in three years, has been advanced by 
the Government for the purpose. 

A fire occurred in Shiba, Shimeicho, Tokio, at about 7.30 p.m. 
on Saturday last, and as there was a‘trong wind blowing the 
fire soon spread all over Udagawacho, and Shinsenza-machi. It 
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fire broke out in the Kanazawa barracks on the 10th inst. No Passengers, parcels, &C. .........ssecesceoeee Yen 11,069.44 

particulars are yet to hand. Merchaudiee, &6. ..........scc0rcscescessreers » 2,665.88 
The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the Universities, Normal ‘ — 

Schools, and libraries under the charge of the Educational De- — — Yen 13, 

partment were all re-opened yesterday, the New Year's vaca- Corresponding peak last year. 

tion having terminated. Passengers, parcels, &6. .....0.....00 seen ken 8,784.99 
We notice in one of our native contemporaries that the con- Morchandise, &c............ — —— » 1,602.03 

i ict priso menced some 
—— 7 ns ———— TOCA — ——— Yen 10,387.02 
— aes Miles open 55. 


Mr. Kajito, a lecturer in Kioto, has been sentenced, as we no- 
tice in a native paper, to thirty days penal servitude for having 
delivered an offensive lecture. Being dissatisfied with this 
judgment, however, he has appealed to the Daishin-In. 

The application for opening a new harbour on the coast of 
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Ito, near Kamo-gori in the province of Iza, has been granted, Total......ccccorssscesseeere KON 15,064.48 

according to a local native paper, and the construction has been Miles open 58. 

started. ‘The capital is over 100,000 you, ,and when completed, Corresponding week last year. 

the harbour will be particularly good. ——— — uo........ LON ater 
We read in the Hochst Sh e 5 that on the ist 2 t t, a num- erchan +] 6 eccecoce o S8eeeoeogesese eesceeseo 9 2 

ber of artillery men belonging to the Hiroshima garrison, taking Total....csscscesee vsssescece Kn 18,456.44 

their side arms, proceeded to the police station near the barracks Miles opeu 55 


and made an attack on the police. The constables resisted with 
their swords and batous and a serious fight ensued. The police in- 
spectors and military officers succeeded in quelling the disturb- 
ance, but not before fifteen pulicemen and many soldiers were 
wounded. An investigation is tobe held into the cause of the 
riot, which is at present uuknown. 

The Hocki Shinbun contaius the following :—Mr. Hayakawa 
Isami, one of the Judges of the Tokio Court, and belonging to the 
same clan as the late Judge, Ichi-nose Nawohisa, recently mar- 
dered in Tokio, has addressed a memoriul to the Minister of 
Justice to the following effect :—“ The late Judge Ichi-nose 
Nawohisa did not murder Watari, the father of his assassin, 
from any private spite.” Again he states that “ Watari was a 
man who did his utmost to ubstract the progress of our patrio- 
tic undertakings, and consequently the exigencies of the time 
called for his being punished by death. On the occasion 
of his being assassinated, his wife tried to defend him and 
was killed also, in consequence. The day after his death, all 
the members of the clan drank glass after glass of saké for joy, 
so that if the murdered judge was to be regarded as Watari's 
evemy, almost all those who fought on the Imperial side in the 
time of the Restoration must be called the foes of those against 
whom they fought.” 

A native journal gives an account of a fraud practised on 
some country people, that was ingenious enough to have been 
done ty a London “ confidence” man. It appears that in De- 
cember last a ward office at Shika-higashi-gori, in the prefecture 

of Hingo, issued an announcement to the inhabitants of the 
district, stating that the portrait of His Majesty the Emperor 
would be on view on the Ist of January. Thereupon some un- 
Principled men went round to the various villages, representing 
themselves as agents from the office in question, and telling the 
inhabitants that in return for*the honour of being permitted to 
gaze on the Emperor's portrait, each one was expected to contri- 
bute according to his means. . The story was believed, and the 
rascals have made good their escape, with a respectable “ loot. ” 


ARRIVAL OF THE FRENCH MAIL. 


London, 8th December.—Bank Shares :—Oriental Bank 
Corporation £20. Chartered Bank £22 10s. Chartered 
Mercantile Bank £21 10s. Hougkong and Shaoghai Bank 
£40. Cousols 99, 

London, 9th December.—A bailiff has been murdered at 
Cookstown. in Ireland, whilst engaged in executing a decree 
against a tenant. 

Geveral Roberts was entertained at a banquet last night, 
given by the East Iudia Club, the Marquis of Hartington 
presiding. 

The latest news from Capetown states that advices had 
been received there from Pondoland of an engagement hav- 
ing taken place between the Pondomise tribe, who are inti- 
mately conuected with the Basutos, aud the Colonial troops, 
iu which the Pondomise were utterly routed. 

The Board of ‘I'rade retarns of imports for the past month 
amount to £30,437,500, showing au increase of £4,093,750 
c wepared with the same perivd last year. The exports for 
the past month amount to £18,875,000, showing an increase 
of £1,843,750 as compared with last year. Consols 99. 

Vienna, 8th December.—Auother severe shock of earth- 
quake has occurred at Agram, causiug a perfect panic 
amongst the inhabitants. 

Constantinople, 9th December.—The Porte has sent a 
note to its representatives abroad, in which it calls upon 
the European Powers to bring their influence to bear in re- 
straining the preparations for war which are at present 
being made by the Greek Government, and to ask Greece 
to declare categorically within a short period whether she 
accepts the proposals made hy the Porte in its note of Oc- 
tober last, that the frontier line should start north of Nolo, 
proceeding south of Larissa, Metzovo and Jauina, and 
terminate at the month of the river Arta. The note con- 
cludes that if Greece gives a reply in tho uegative a rapture 
of the diplomatic relutions between that power and the Porte 
will ensue. 

Loudon, 10th December.—General Roberts has been 
presented with the freedom of the Fishmongers’ Company. 

It is currently reported that the British Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg has resumed negotiations with the Russian 
Government in order to come to an understanding between 
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The Intest advices from South America state that active 
operations have been recommenced between the Chilian and 
Peravian forces, and that a column of Chilian troops bas 


been disembarked at Pisco and is now advancing on Lima. 


Teheran, 11th December.—The Persian troops have 


occupied Mergawar. Obeidullah, the Kurdish chief, has 
taken refuge in the mountains. 

Athens, 12th December.—The Greek Chambers have 
voted a bill for rnising a war loan. At yesterday's sitting 
of the Chambers the President of the Ministry denied the 
existence of any direct negotiations with Turkey. This 
statement doubtless had reference to The Times’ telegram 
that Greece was intriguing with Turkey. . 

London, 12th December.—The body of General Brooke, 
who was killed at Kandahar, was landed yesterday with 
full military honours. 3 

Paris, 12th December.—The death of Madame Thiers is 
announced. 

M. Baudry d’Asson, the Legitimist member of. the 
Chamber of Deputies, who was deprived of bis seat for a 
fortnight for calling the Military “a Government of 
picklocks,” and bodily removed by soldiers on refusing to 
withdraw, has instituted legal proceedings against Presi- 
dent of the Chamber on grounds of illegal arrest. 

Teberan, 12th December.—The Persian troops have 
destroyed the Kurdish town of Uchni and massacred all the 
inhabitants. An action has been fought at Mergawar between 
the Persians and Kurds under Abdul Kader, in which the 
latter were defeated. 

London, 18th December.—A Cabinet Conncil, was an- 
.expectedly summoned to meet to-day. Parliament is ex- 

to be sammoned fur despatch of business immediately, 
consequence of Mr. Forster's iusisting upon the adoption 
of coercive measures in Ireland. 

General Roberts has been created Doctor of Law by 
Dublin University. 

Advices from Capetown state that the rebellion among 
the Boers, which hitherto has been confined to the 
Potchefstroom section, threatens to become general among 
Two more regiments have been ordered to Ireland. 

Constantinople, 18th December.—The note from the 
Porte to its representatives abroad respecting the Greek 
Question, which was stated to have been issued, is now 
eaid to be postponed. 

Teheran, 14th December.—Sheik Oleidullah has ordered 
the Kurds to suspend hostilities until Spring. 

London, 15th December.—Dewa Sing has been 
Knight Commander of the Star of India. 

The latest news from Ireland states that the Land Lea- 
guers have preveuted the exportation of cattle by au ostra- 
cized landlord. | 
a Cabinet is at present discussing a land Dill for Ire- 


appuinted 


Ata volunteer prize distribution held yesterday, Lord 
Lytton made a speech in which he strongly condemned the 
contemplated abandonment of the Kurram valley and Kan- 
dahar. He warmly eulogised General Roberts, who he said 
attributed his success principally to the support he (Lord 
Lytton) bad afforded him during the campaign iu Afgha- 
nistan 


Mr. Fawcett, in a speech to his constituents, said he 
should never reliuquish his interest iu India. The serious 
miscalculation in the Afghan war expouses he said showed 
inefficient control and necessity for reform in the -finaucial 
administration of the Indian Evopire. 

Bombay, December 15th, 11h. 12m.—A special telegram 
$o the Times of India, dated London, announces that Earl 
Grauville’s proposal, on behalf of the British Government, 
that England and Rassia should agree upon some scientific 
frontier and neutral zone, has been rejected at St. Peters- 


arg. 
London, 17th December.—The 97th regiment has been 
ordered to proceed to Ireland. 


INDIAN NEWS. 

Calcutta, 8rd December.—The comptroller-Genernl inti- 
mates that the New Sterling Loau announced by the Seere- 
tary of State is not due to any necessities of the Indian 
Treasuries, and has in fact been arranged without tho inter- 
vention of the Government of Ludia. It may be connected 
with the conversion of thu five per ceut. Sverliug Loan. 
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Perbaps, nlso, the India Office is taking advantage of the 
present state of the money market to reduce the general 
rate of Sterling Loans below four per cent. 

Allahabad, 3rd December.—In answer to a letter from 
Wali Shere Ali Khan, late Governor of Kandahar, asking 
permission under existing circumstances to retire to Iudia, 
the Viceroy grauts his request and assares him that he will 
be treated as an hououred guest. The Wali shortly pro- 
ceeds to Kurrachiee. 

Otakamund, 8rd December.—There have been extensive 
serious landslips on the Coonoor Ghaut. Wheel traffic is 
suspended, The manager of the Mail Tonga is assisting 
the transié of mails on horses and coolies. An engineer 
with large cooly gangs is removing the obstructions. Cattle 
are lying dead on the Ghaat. 

Allahabad, 8rd December.—It is believed there will be 
no distribution of prize-money to the army of occupation at 
Kabul. The Star is to be given for the march from Cabul 
to Kandalhir, aud will be attached to the clasp, beariug the 
word Kandabar. 

Allahatad, 10th December. —Information from Gilgit 
(Cashmere) says that the tribes have relinquished their in- 
tention of attacking Major Biddulph. Nevertheless the 
reinforcements under Majur Tanner will be pushed forward 
with all pussible speed. 

The abandonment of Khyber is only now delayed pend- 
ing a complete understanding with the local tribes. The 
tribesmen are to bold the Pass in our interest against all 
comers, aud give us timely warning of any hostile move- 
ment. No fortifications will be allowed, but the military 
road will be maintained in good order. 

Allahabad, 18th December.—The Vicoroy’s present con- 

dition is altogether satisfactory. The bulletin says the 
Viceroy bas passed a good night, and there is aa improve- 
ment in his condition, but fluctuations are to be expected. 
_ Latest advices from Kandahar point to a more settled 
administration, Major St. John is appointing Governors 
to remoter districts, It is reported that the Khan of Aga, 
Ayub Khan’s father in-law, is leading his own aud other 
Aiuak tribes agaiust Ayub. It is believed a rev.lution in 
Herat is imminent. trustworthy reports state that 
Ayub bas come to Farah, with the object of assembling the 
Doranis. It is stated that Mahomed Jan has been appoint- 
ed Commander-iu-Chief at Kabul, and Mir Butcha at 
Kohistan. The prime Minister of the Ameer is expected 
to visit India shortly. 








COREAN NEWS. 


(Translated from the correspondences of the Osaka Shimpo.) 


Fusan, 16th December, 1880. 


H. E. Hanabusa, our minister to Corea, arrived here on 
the Sth instant by the man-of-war Amaji kan and, after 
staying at the Consulate for two days, left for the capital 
on the morning of tne 7th instant, accompanied by two 
attachés and an interpreter from the cousulate. We hear 
that * Excellency will now reside permanently at the 
capital. 

Mr. Ritojin, a native of the capital of Corea, and who 
since September of last year bad been travelling in our 
country, where he was considered as the leading advocate 
for the civilization of Corea, retarned here on the 17th 
instant by the Chitose Maru, and left for the capital over- 
land. I saw the gentleman while he was here : Le was clad 
in the European fashion, with a gold watch chain glitter- 
about his waist, and his hair was dressed according to the 
European style. He speaks our Tokio dialect so like a 
Japanese that no one would take him for a Corean. He is 
a man of such high iutelligence and elevated mind, that he 
equals the learned men of civilized countries. It is said 
that be came home with the iutention of memorializing his 
Government at the risk his own life, being grieved at the 


life, it is €xpected that the Corean Government will neces- 
sarity change its old policy of seclusion, aud throw open 
several ports for commerce with all nations of the West, 
Therefore this geutleran is regarded at present with 
— interest as the reformer of the general policy of the 
nsf, 
It is intensely cold here at present. 


The thermometer 
rauges between 45 und 50 degrees Fabr. 


at noon ; between 
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35 and 36 in the morning and evening, aud between 24:On the 7th instant, the shareholders will meet for the 
aud 25 at midnight. All water is entirely frozen, but] election of a president, directors, and other officers. 
nevertheless the weather continues to be bright and clear,| ‘I'wenty-four or twenty-five small steamers have been 
and we have had no suow. The northerly winds are,| plying on Lake Biwa beween Otsu, Yamada, Yayata, 
however, very fierce and piercing. Mayebara, Nagahama, and Undsu. They run very 
Asto the trade of this port, it is duller than usual at| irregularly, however, aud passengers consequently ex- 
this time of the year. According to the report prepared | porience great inconvenience. Mr. MargEGawa, a wealthy. 
by the Chamber of Commerce, the average daily business | resident of Oteu, is desirous of improving the existing 
done at present is said to be 1,600 kanmon for salc, and| facilities of communication, and proposes to establish a 
1,800 kanmon for purchase ; but these figures ouly refer to| company for that purpose, with s cspital of 200,000 yen. 
retail transactions aud there is no business doue on a large| A uumber of the shares have already been subscribed, and 
scale. The market prices of goods for sale are quoted as| six strong steamers purchased, which will be ran regularly 
follows :—Refiued copper, 138 kan 800 mon (query, per|in connection with the railway trains. 
kin ?); rough copper, 12 kan 500 mon ; tin, 21 kaumon;| We already reported the loss of the 8.2. Thabor belonging 
buttons, 6 kan 500 mon ; white copper, 800 mon per kin sito the Knikosha, aud have now received some further 
dye stuff, from 1 kan 700 mon to | kau 450 mou, and saf-| particulars of the disaster. The vessel left Hiogo for Nuga- 
fron dye at 1 kan 500 mon, Quotations of goods for|enki at 11 p.m. on the 22ud ultimo. The night was 
purchase are as follows :—Best rice, 2 kan 200 mon ; fine, | extremely dark when she approached her destination, and 
2 kau 800 mon ; uncleaned rice, 2 kan 700 mun ; cleaned the crew were ignorant of their exact position. A light 
common, 2 kan 600 mon ; beans, 1 kau 850 mon ; ox hides, was seon, which afterwards turned out to be in a house, bat 
from 8 to 9 kanmon ; salied, 4 kanmon. Toere has not/ at the time the sailors mistook it for a ship’s light. The 
been much change in the prices of other goods. It has| Thabor's course was altered, and almost immediately after- 
been hitherto usual at the end of every year for the Curean wards she ran on a hidden rock, to the great dismay of the 
cash to fall extraordinarily in value, as our paper currency | master, eugineers, crew, and everyone else on board. There 
became scarce, but this year, on the contrary, cash are was a great deal of heavy cargo io the f of the 
unusually scarce, and instead of falling they are rising in| vessel, 80 that her bows got buried and could not be ex- 
value. The rate of exchange is now between 25} and 380] tricated. All the merchandize was, however, removed to 
r cent. ium against Japanese paper curreucy. Nagasaki in jo habor become 
We — what further Sunteations ioe take | joss. seer way ene —— — 
place at the new year (uld style), but under present circum-| It appears that the foreigners in Kobe are so 
with the admirable manner in which the Japanese poli 


stances, — ——— no great change will occur. 
A letter from Gensaushin, which left there overland last | aie] engaged by them hav ormed 
month and arrived here ou the 16th instant, says that not application for — ——— hei — * 
much trade has been done siuce the steamer (what steamer | police authorities. 
is not mentioned) left, aud the cause might be attributed to] On the S8ist ultimo, a custom house officer discovered 
the scarcity of foreign muslin; the ausettled state of the] that a Chinese passenger on board the Takco-mars had in 
difficulty between Ikeda & Co. and the Coreans, about the/ his possession some opiam and opiam smoking utensils 
which he was endeavouring to smuggle. The opium &., 


hemp business ; aud the excessive coldness of the weather ; 
was seized and confiscated, while the offender was handed 
































the suow lying two feet deep since the 23rd ultimo. Metals 
were, however, in good demand and some business was done] over to the Chinese consul for panishment. 

in them every day, but, owing to the increasing severity of} We anticipated that the money market would, as usual, 
the weather, no large transactions could take place before! have been very busy at the end of the year, but such was 
next March. Dye stuff is quoted thereat 1 kan 900 mon ;/ not the case. In September and October last, money wes 
white copper, 1 kan 850 mon ; refined copper, 12 kan 900] very scarce, the banks ceased making advances, and daily 
mou ; buttons, 6 kan 900 mon, aud tin at 24 kanmon. As} interest reached thirteen mon. Interest has now fallen to 
to the goods for panchase, best gold sand is quoted at 13] seven or eight mon, and and the monetary institutions are 
kanmon ; middle, 10 kanmon ; common, 7 kan 600 mon,| again lending. While the poorer classes in Tokio and 
and ox hides at 90 kaumon. The last-named article was| QOsaks are suffering great privations owing to high price of 
plentiful iu the market. Corean cash were scarce and at a/ all necessaries, the labouring population of Kobe have been 
premium of about 30 per cent. against paper curreucy. | mach better off, as they cau easily obtain remuuerative em- 
Between last May, when that port was opened, and the/ ployment on the shipping, or in the railway, the different 
80th of September, the imports amounted tu 73,502.567 yeu, ironworks, &c. 

aud the exports to 74,004,701 yen. It is rumoured that a garrison will shortly be placed in 

The thermometer was at 80 degrees Fahr. at noon, and! Hokkaido, with head quarters at Sapporo. 
about 21 degrees in the morning and evening—Hiogo| Three officials of the Home Department arrived in Osaka 
News. : on the Srd instant. We ((Nippo) do not know the cause 

(To be continued.) of their visit. 
- On the 4th instant, the men of the Osaka garrison were 
exercised iu field manceuvres for the firet time this year. 

Three residents of Imbegori, Ine, Miye Ken, appealed to 
the Tokio Joto Saibansho on the 24th ultimo, against the 
proceedings of Mr. Iwamura, the governor of that Ken. 
The dispute has arisen out of the cullection of the taxes. 

The contributions for the relief of the sufferers by the 
recent great fire in Osaka were up to the Slet ultimo as 
follows ;—money, 7,132,393 yen; cleaned rice, 12 koku 2 
to; ordiuary rice, 7 koku 5 to; charcoal, 15 bags ; small 
rice cakes, 1 koku 7 to; salted plums, 4 cases; pillows, 
132. 

We (Nippo) have received many reports concerning the 
Dojima Rice Exchange business, but we do not like to 
publish such disagreeable matter at this festive season. 
We will therefore hold over further mention of the subject 
for the present. 

It is reported that many persons have become depositors 
in the Savings Bank lately established under the auxpices 
of the Chamber of Commerce, and that they have expres: 
rent dissatisfaction with the management of the lusttution. 

Tain ceased in Osaka at about five o’cluck on new year’s 
morning and the weather tarned out extremely five. Not- 
withstanding the troubles arisiug from the scarcity of money, 
aud in spite of the cold weather, the people seemed to enjoy 


ITEMS FROM THE NATIVE PAPERS. 


We have often remarked that the steamers trading from 
Kobe and Osaka to Shikoku, Kiushiu, and various other 
places were not properly managed: They are frequently 
coming into collision with other vessels and meeting 
with accidents which entail loes of life and property. Iu 
order to rectify the growing evil and to place the manage- 
ment of this class of stexmers upon a proper footing, Mr. 
Sagihara, of the Marine Department of the Post Office, 
has been ordered to Kobe and Osaka. 

The increase of production, and consequent augmenta- 
tion of exports, is an important duty devolviug upon every 
native of Japan. In Tokio and Yokohama two associa- 
tions—the Fuso and Boyeki—are engaged in this work, 
and in Kobe the Tea Trading Company has been formed 
under the patronage of prominent official and private 
gentlemen. This company will manufacture ten, and 
export it to New Yurk, where an nveney has heen 
extablished. The capital consists of 100000 yen, divided 
Into 2,000 shares of 50 ven cach. Itis propo-e.l to carry on 
Operation~ between the months of May avd October, daring 
which time the quantity of tea prepared for export is 
expected to reach 1,000,000 kin, or about 1,830,000 Ibs. 
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themselves very much. The officials—mounted and on 
foot—and many others, young and old, passed the day in 
paying and receiving ccremonial visits. The shinto tem- 
ples were thronged with worshippers, more especially the 
Sawiyoshi Jinsha. 

Ou the 2nd of January instant, all the shops were re- 
opened for business in Osaka, and the street crowded with 
people in pursuit of pleasure. We (Shimpo) certainly failed 
to notice any signs cf the distress which is, alas, known to be 
so prevalent. 

The late Mr. Mishima, who was secretary of the Imperial 
Mint, discharged the duties of his office with such satisfaction 
to his superiors, that the Council of State has presented bis 
family with three huadred yen towards the expense of a 
religious ceremony in his memory. 

Are we to attribute the increasing desire to emigrate to 
Hokkaido to the scarcity of money? We understand that 
the Osaka Fucho received during last month applications 
from over two hundred persons who are anxious to settlo 
in the north. 

River thieves have frequently attacked the junks, &c., 
near Tempozan lately, and therefore the water-police kept 
a sharp look-out in that locality during the holidays. 


We have learned some interesting particulars about the | trad 


steamer Thabor, recently lost at Nagasaki. The vessel was 
first bought by the Light house Department from a cele- 
brated French ship-builder, through the French Govern- 
ment. She was in the service of that Department for a 
considerable time and, being of great strength and speed, 
was chosen to convey His Majesty the Txxxo when he re- 
turned to the capital after visiting the provinces of Hoku- 
rokado. Last year the Thabor was purchased from the 
Government by the Kaikosha, and we are very much grieved 
that she has been lost. 

It is rumoured that His Excellency Shishido, our Minis- 
ter at Peking, will shortly return to Tokio, and that Mr. 
Tanabe, the Secretary of Legation, will be Chargd d’ Afatres 
duriug the Minister’s absence. 

Dr. Yoshida Kenzo, a staff surgeon of the Naval Depart- 
ment, will shortly be appointed director of the Osaka Hos- 
pital. He is a native of Hiroshima, Aki, and fought on 
the side of the Imperialists at Hakodate. In the third year 
of Meiji Dr. Yoshida went to England, where he stadied 
the medical profession with great assiduity for nine years. 
After obtaining his diploma he returned to Japan in 1879, 
and received an appointment in thevavy. In the following 
year he was promoted to his present rank. 


The Riku-« Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that four 
have been declared elected to represent Tome-gori, Miyagi 
Ken, in the local assembly, although uo vote of the people 
was taken, The inhabitants are digcontented, and inquired 
whether the Gancho (district) or Kocho (village) officers 
are responsible for this strange proceeding. The question 
is a very important one affecting the rights of the people. 
On the 6th instant, two large bears, captured at Etorofu, 

. Hokkaido, arrived at the Osaka Museum from Tokiu. It 
is said they are like ponies iu size, and devuur five kwamme 
— forty-two pouuds) weight of sweet potatoes each 

aily. 

The Imperial Household Department has requested the 
kwazvoku residing in Kioto, to forward to the nt 
any ancient books in their possession likely to afford as- 
sistance in the preparation of the history of the Empire. 

Mails posted in the provinces of Idsumo and Iwaki 
should reach Osaka in four days, but bave recently been 
seven days on the road. Some people attribute the delay 
to negligence of the postmen, but we are informed that this 
year snow has been very deep at Shijamagori and Okote, 
and the road has on several occasions proved impassable. 

Shikada Sukezo isa most unfortunate man. When he 
lived at Takeyamachi, Shimanouchi, be was burnt out, and 
then went to reside in Mumegatsuji, Higashi-Kodso. Ano- 
ther conflagration forced him to Kameyama, Tamba, but 
here his evil genius followed him, as be was plandered by 
robbers a few days siuce. 

It was intended to hold an exhibition of porcelain in 
Ishikawa Ken this year, but as the place is so remote the 
decision has Leen arrived at to hold the exhibition in Osaka, 
immediately after the Hiogo Cattle Show. 

On the 6th instant, the Nagusa-marn, a new steamer be- 
longing to the Kioritsn-sha of Wakayama, made her first 
trip. The vessel loft Wakayama at twenty minutes past nine 
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in the forenoon, and arrived in Osaka at one o’clock in the 
afternoon. To celebrate the occasion over three hundred 
persons were entertained at the Shinuro restaurant, which 
s situated at the southern end of the Shimmachi-bashi‘ 
iOsaka. ‘The Nagusa-maru was built hy Messrs. E. Cc 
Kirby & Co. at their Ono Iron Works, aud is eighty-four 
tons register. She is one hundred and twenty-six feet long, 
eighteen feet wide, and has 4 speed of eleven and a half 
kuots an hour. 

It is positively asserted that Mr. Makimura, the governor 
of Kioto Fa, will shortly be appointed a Senator, and that 
he bas warned the officials of the Kencho to be prepared at 
any moment fora transfer of the business to his successor. 
Cu the 4th instant several of the officers were promoted. 
Is this Mr. Makimura’s method of shewing gratitude to his 
friends before he takes his departure ? 

Owing to the scarcity of money the timber merchants of 
Osaka were unable to lay in large stocks, and prices became 
very high after the receut fire ; in fact some of the vacant 
spots are not even yet fenced. A great quantity of timber 
has, however, recently arrived from Shingu, in Wakayama 
Ken, and quotations have fallen to the former figures. It 
is reported that Mr. Kadota has embarked in the timber 


e. 
In Kioto the rice merchants have been buying very 
largely, as they auticipated an increase in prices. The 
markets, however, show a downward tendency and 
these merchants are very much disheartened. I¢ is 
said that the parishioners of the East Honganji who reside 
in Kaga, Noto, Yetchiu and other provinces, have 
coutribated one hundred thousand koku towards defraying 
the cost of the new buildings, aud that the priests have now 
this rice for sale. The parishioners at Mino have presented 
sixty thousand bags of grain for the same purpose. 

The reputation of Mr. Saisho, the governor of Sakai 
Ken, is second only to that of Mr. Makimura, the governor 
of Kioto Fa. Some time since he forbade the students 
from attending lecture meetings, and now he has probibited 
them from listening to ns who preach the doctrines of 
Christianity. Orders have also been issued that students 
in whose possession either the Old or New Testament is 
found are to be punished. The foregoing is what we have 
heard, but we cannot vouch for the truth of the report. 

In the districts of Kiuosaki and Mikume, which are 
situated in the northern portion of Tajima, the weather is 
extremely cold at nt. On the 9th ultimo snow and 
hail fell, and from the 19th tothe 24th there was n con- 
tinuous snowstorm. The road from Kumano, Tamba, was 
rendered impassable and in some places the snow was five 
feet deep. We hear that young wheat and peas received 
some slight injury, but after the lst instant the weather 
became fine and mild ; the farmers are therefore rejoicing. — 
Hiogo News. 





THE JAPANESE PRESS. 


ON THE PROPOSAL TO CREATE A DEPART- 


MENT OF AGRICULTURE & COMMERCE. 


(Translated from the Kinji Hioron.) 

The Goverament contemplates establishing a Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce, with the view of encourag- 
ing both of these pursuits, and we hear that the rales of 
these Departments are to be framed on the model of the 
corresponding departments iu France. Now to encourage 
agriculture, in order to increase the products of the country, 
aud to promote commerce for the purpose of benefitting 
foreign trade, are both ba impurtaut steps, instrumental 
in maiutaiuiug the political ecouumy of the realm, and as 
such should not be postponed for a single day. It was this 
motive that led to the establishment of the Board of Agti- 
culture under the Home Department, and the Board of 
Commerce uuder the Finance Department, but it is now iu- 
tended to convert these Boards into a Department for the. 
better furtherance of their primary objects. This is, indeed, 
a praiseworthy scheme, but should the proper execution of 
it fail, plans proposed for encouragement may actaully tend 
to check, and suggestions meant to waintaiu public interests 
may even injure and weaken them. By the expression “ should 
the proper execution of it fail,” we refer to such a proceed- 
ing as the introduction of some system without weighing 
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carefully first of all whether it may or may not be suitable 
to the manners and customs of the country; the framing of 
rules consistent with the feelings or the position of the people ; 
or, even worse than these, the application of the system of 
another country directly to our own land, without any con- 
sideration. One country differs from another in many 
ways, and the people of different lands have feelings, 
manners and customs as divergent as their climates. It is 
thus self-evident that the peculiarities of one nation do not 
admit of the bard and fast adoption of the laws of another 
country, and that such a step must prove prejudicial to the 
best interests of any nation that tukes it. 

Such being the case, we have often wondered how 
it is that our Government ao frequently wishes to apply 
the laws and rules of other countries to Japan. Not so 
very long ago there was current a rumonr to the effect that 
Government contemplated re-organising our constitutional 
laws, taking the French as their model. Fortunately 
nothing appears to have been done in this direction, but we 
now hear that in establishing the present new Department, 
the French pattern is to be adopted. Is not this very sad? 

Take, for instance, the ease of a man who has bought a 
house from another. The building may iu itself be ex- 
cellent and yet the purchaser may require to make some 
alierations which he deems requisite to his comfort, or his 
business. How closely does this apply to laws and regula- 
tions which affect the population of a country! Even 
thongh the French code of Inw may be the finest in the 
world, yet how great a difference is there between our 
degree of civilization and theirs!) ‘The manners aud customs 
of the two races being so distinct, is it likely that French laws 
would suit our countrymen? We fail to see it ourselves. 
Bat if the Constitutionnl law, which is to cause universal 
harmony throughout the realm, is to be modelled upon the 
French Code, it will not be a matter of surprise if the same 
steps will be taken in the organization of the Agricultaral 
and Commercial Department. As we said before, how- 
ever, encouraging Agriculture with the view of increasing 
our produce, and promoting commerce in order to bring vur 
foreign trade to a prosperous condition, are very important 
factors in maintaiuing the politicn] economy of the empire, 
aud cannot be treated as trifling matters by the Government. 
If the system adopted prove suitable to the position of the 
people, it will increase the wealth of the Empire, and pro- 
mote the progress of our civilization and the general pros- 
perity of the nation: if not, it must undoubtedly plunge 
the country into the depths of proverty, the people into 
ignorance, and retard the development of intellect. 

Looking at home, we find that at present financial 
matters are in a critical condition, that the price of 
all commodities is enhanced, and that other troubles exiet, 
so that it is difficult for many to earn their daily bread. 
Abroad, . cunning Great Britain looks us iu the face, 
while powerfal Russia watches at our back. We have 
neither capital to compete with Great Britain, nor power to 
oppose Russia ; let us therefore save ourselves from our pre- 
sent state of poverty and weakuess, and turn our energies, 
towards augmenting our wealth and raising our intellectual 
status, 50 as to improve the general condition of the country 
aud to place her in the East in a similar position to that uf 
Sweden in the West, lest we should fiud it difficult ot 
defend our Sovereign rights before they fall to the ground. 
The Government, though composed of clever men, do not 
consider this: on many occasious have they tried to govern 
the country by laws imported from abroad aud totally 
unsuited to the exigencies of the time and country. What 
is their ohject in so doing? It may be possibly tint they 
are too much occupied with administrative affairs and having 
therefore no time to compile such details themselves, have 
introduced foreign laws into this country, without giving 
heed ns to their fitness or otherwise. 

It is to this that is due the wail of unhappiness and dis- 
satisfaction that is heard thronghout the length and breadth 
of the land: do the authorities consider that cry » pleasant 
song ? : 

We aro suro thot even if they enred nothing about the 
feelings of the people they could not like to hear these 
lamentations ; still less, when as is at present the case, the 
Government is not stern but merciful. ‘Ihe entire question 
as to whether the new Department is to benefit the 
country and the people or not, depends entirely upon the 
scheme upon which it is to be conducted; we cannot 
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possibly neglect so important a subject, and we urge our 
responsible officials to give the matter their most serious 
attention. : 


PLANTING THE SEEDS OF FREEDOM. 


(Translated from the Dakinei Sodan). 


A philosopher, examining into the history of the past, is 
said to dave asserted that freedom iu Europe had its origin 
in the deep forests of Germany. If this be so, it shews us 
that even savages appreciate the blessings of freedom, and 
whether we dwell in gloomy forests, lofty mountains, 
or secluded valleys, we can easily vlant seeds of freedom, 
which in due course will bear frait. When Rome was in 
her most flourishing condition Germany was the home of 
tribes of savages, and speaking without cousideration, we 
should have expected to find that the Romaus increased 
their freedom more aud more, while the German savages re- 
mained in their pristine state. Practically, however, the 
very reverse occurred. Rome gradually became an Empire, 
under which tyrannical and oppressive laws were 
and all freedom disappeared, while Germany relinquished 
her barbarous customs, adopted principles of liberty, and 
— lnid the foundation of the Constitutional Monarchy of 

uro 

Judging from this, it would appear that liberty is not a 
necessary outcome of civilization or of a geueral state of pro- 
sperity. Looking at the present state of our country, we find 
that all of our countrymen whoare now agitating for freedom, 
bend their steps towards cities like Tokio or Osaka, and ex- 
pend their energies in trying to instil a love of li into 
the hearts of the townspeople. Now those who dwell ia 
cities are, when compared with country people, far superior 
in kuowledge and art, but may yet be inferior to them in 
the matter of loving, and trying to promote, liberty; because 
they are, as a rule, most thoughtless, and have not very much 
perseverance. Although they love liberty they give up its 
pursuit fur some other private interests, and shift from one 
thing to another, a» the clouds are driven hither or thither 
by the autumn wind. This is not the case with thoee who 
lead a rural life. They might not, it is true, understand 
one thoroughly when spoken toon the subject of liberty, 
buat when it was once properly explained, their brain would 
grasp the idea firmly and they will learu to value it above 
their very lives, and to face even death for its sake. Oh! 
you who are uow agitating for freedom, cannot you under- 
stand this? You contemplate obtaining the support first 
of townspeople, and afterwards that of dwellers in the 
country. We consider your policy to be upside down, so to 
speak. The country folk outnumber those who inbabit 
our cities, and if you can depend on the sapport of the 
former, you need not tronble about the latter. Where could 
be found a better soil in which to plant the seeds of freedom, 
than that of our countries and villages? The vast rice fields 
of Japan cau surely yield as fair a harvest of liberty, as 
ever came from the deep forests of Germany. 








LAW REPORTS. 
IN H. B. M.’s COURT FOR JAPAN. 


Before R. T. Resmmm, Esq., Jadge. 
(Wednesday, the 12th day of Jannary, 1881) 
ALEXANDER OLARX vs. Wu. Bourne. 


This was a claim, fur $5 damages, alleged to be due from 
defendant, in consequence of his haviug refused to accept 
the plaintiffs bid at an auction for a stove and fixings, which 
he (plaintiff) alleges defendaut knocked down to another 
person for a Jess sum than he bid. 

Mr. Hill appeared for the plaiutiff and Mr. Lowder for 
the defendaut. 

Mr. Hill said that it must be well kuown that 
there were occasional instances in which the best intention- 
ed citizens came todisputes, and which it was fuund necessary 
to refer to the adjudication of the Court. The present case 
was one in which the amount claimed sae ira — ser 
inadequately represented the importance 16 suly 
aes The — of the claim wasin fact only $5, but what 
the plaintiff complained of was the manuer ia which be bad 
been treated. ‘I'he defendant, Mr. Bourne, was an old resident, 
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well-respected, and influontial, (he might almost call him 
an institution of Yokohama) and was frequently in the habit 
of presiding over those unfortunate occasions when our 
household gods were distributed far and wide; in fact, 
he was an auctioneer. As such, his duties were fixed 
and defined by law, just as much ns those of a com- 
mon carrier, or similar occupations. He understood the 
facts of the casc to be that Mr. Bourne, at a recent auc- 
tion, refused a bid made by Mr. Clark, and he consi- 
dered that in so doing, an auctioneer was liable to any 
damages which in consequence had accrued, or were lia- 
ble to accrue. 

His Honor :—Have you any authorities on which you 
make such an assertion, Mr. Hill ? I confess I cannot recall 
one myself. Iam far from saying that on auctioneer has 
an absolute right to refuse any bid, but in the absence of 
any authority, I really doubt if the case can go on. 

Mr. Hill did not agree with His Honor. 

His Honor:—Can you shew me any one case in American 
or English Law in which the plaintiff gained a case against 
an auctioneer, for not accepting his bid. 

Mr. Hill :—No, Your Honor, but I understand that this 
case is elementary. It involves a breach of contract. An 
auction sale implies a contract ; when the plaintiff made 
his bid, and the offer was refused, it was a valid contract 
so far as the plaintiff was concerned as he was willing to 
complete it when required. The defendant, however, refus- 
ed to accept the bid thus breaking the contract. 

His Honor :—Do I fully understand you, Mr. Hill, to 
mean, that the auctioneer, being there to receive bids, and 
refusing that of the plaintiff is in the position of having 
committed a breach of contract? If so, in the absence of any 
authorities on the point, I really cannot agree with you. 

Mr. Hill :—Certainly I do mean so, and I have no duabt 
as to the principle, although I am not now ia a position 
to uce any authorities. 

r. Lowder said he wished to say that he believed that 
there could be no action for damages in sucha case. He 
had looked over his books, but could find no similar instance 
ofan auctioneer being sued for damages. 

is Houor:—Your view coincides with mine, Mr. 
Lowder. As the summons at present stands, I consider 
that I must dismiss it, without hearing. This, it must be 
understood, is quite without prejudice to the plaintiff, who 
can obtain other remodies. If you, Mr. Hill, are prepared 
to amend your summons now, I shall be willing to hear 
it, but I must tell you that I have taken some pains to 
look up the authorities, and as I cannot possibly see my 
way to hearing the care as the summons at present stands, I 
shall have to jismiss it, uuless you apply now to be allowed 
to alter it. 

Mr. Hill said that he would have first to consult with bis 
client on the subject. 

Mr. Lowder then applied that the case should be dismissed 
and asked for coste. He considered at least $25 should be 


given. 
His Honor:—On what calculation do you base your 
m. 

Mr. Lowder:—The lawyer’s charges alone would be at 
Jeast that. No lawyer would come into Court for less: 
— et also, dss sheen expenses. 

is Honor :—Was it necessary to employ lawyers ? 

Mr. Lowder :—My client not being "racailiar, with law 
thought it best, as he learnt that the plaintiff had engaged 
legal assistance. :; 

Mr. Hill said that though he fully intended to be paid 
by his clieut, he must object to costs being granted. 

His Honor, dismissed the case and grauted the applica- 
tion for costs. 

The Court then adjourned. 








DOMINION OVER THE FISH. 


“ A gift-book for Christmas. A poem preferred. Limited tex 
and profure illustration. What should it be ? : 

As if by invocation, the Ancient Mariner rose before me! He 
stood in the doorway of my office, and held me with his glittering 
eye. He lifted his skiuuy hand to his long gray beard, and then 
3 tipped his oiled hat. ‘‘The reader for Spry, Stromboli, and 


I had that honour, and handed him a chair. He sat in it after 


_ the manner of a flounder, concentrated his eye upon me like a star- 
fish, and produced a roll of manuscript with the fluttering claw of 


Google 


a lobster. Then he stirred and squirmed, like an elderly eel, look- 
ing distrustfully into the vestibule. I closed the door and begged 
to be informed of his business. ; 

‘‘T have a great work for you,” he said mysteriously, proffering 
his manuscript. As he leaned over to do this, I saw a shining 
something on the top of his head, but the thick white hair con- 
cealed it when he resumed his place. The manuscript smelled as if 
it had contained mackerel, and looked as if it had come from the 
bottom of the sea. I found curiously enough, some fish-scales ad- 
hering to jt, and its title very oddly confirmed these testimonies— 
“Five Years in the Great Deep.” . 

I glanced at the author with some surprise. He was the quaint- 
est of mariners, and if I had met him leagues under the sea, I should 
have thought him in his proper element. His locks were li ke dry sea 
weed ; his checks were so swollen that they might have contained 
gills, but this was probably tobacco. When he wiped his nose with 
a handkerchief like a ecoop-net, some shells and pebbles fell from 
his pucket, and his ears flapped like a pair of ventrals. I remarked 
as he pursued the lost articles over the floor, that he wore a micros- 
cope strapped in a leathern case, and a geological hammer belted to 
his side. He walked as if habitaated to swimming, and when he 
shrugged his shoul:iers I expected to see a dorsal fin burst out of 
the back of his jacket. He might have been sixty years of age, 
but looked much older, and behaved like a well-born person, 
though, superficially judged, he — have lived in Billingsgate. 

“A good title for a fiction,” I enoouragingly. ; 

“T — penned a line of fiction in my life,” exclaimed my visi- 
tor sternly. 

Referring to the copy again, I saw that it purported to be the 
work of “udentis Jones, Fellow of the Palsontologic Society, 
Entomologist to the Institute for Harmonising the Universe, and 
Ruler of Subaqueous Creation, excepting the Finny Mammalia.” 

“Ah! I see,” said I; “a capital title for a satire!" 

“ Life is too grave, and science too sacred,” replied my visitor, 
“ for the indulgence of idle banterings. The work is mine ; I am 
its hero ; and it is all true.” He wore so earnest a face, and looked 
80 and intelligently at me, that I forebore to smile. “I 
have travelled in strange countries,” he said; “Nature has been 
bountiful in her revelations to me; indeed my experiences have 
been so individual, that I sometimes discredit them myself. I do 
not complain that others ridicule them.” 

He spoke in the manner of one devoted to his species ; and an 
easy dignity, which some trace to high birth and consciousness of 
dominion, became him very naturally The eldest of the admirals, 
or old Neptane himself, could not have seemed more kingly ; but 
once or twice he started at a noise from the publishing- as if 
peas 2 Fe back to his legitimate brine. I told him to leave 

man pti 


the n my hands for a fortnight, that I might form an 
opinion as to ite claims for publication. . 

“No!” he said quickly. “It is not a s a boy's 
poem, or the strollings of a man-errant : it is of such rare value that 


gold cannot purchase it ; it is so priceless that I cannot own it my- 
self; it is like the air, or the water, or the light, or the magnet— 
the property of all the peoples. It must not leave my sight. I 
must read it to you now!” 


he was going to 

him to be either apparition ; but when the 

of the — was — he became a very — kindly, and 

grave old gentleman, who my pardon for transgressing de- 

corum in the enthusiasm for “great work.” He still smelled 
not take it into my heart to be 


abominably of fish, but I could 
harsh with this most pertinacious of authors. 


I had been but a short time in the service of Spry, Stromboli & 
Smith, and my nerves had not yet been exercised by sensitive and 
eccentric writers. Ihad led a vagabond career myself, and had fre 
quent reason, in my es oe to be grieved with publish- 
ers’ “ readers ;" and when prom to the same exalted I re- 
eolved to be charitable careful, and obliging—to do as I would be 
done by—to crash no delicate Keats, to enrage no Johnson, by 
alight, prejudice, or deprecation. But to euffer the infliction of a 
crack-brained old naturalist, repeating an interminable manuscript 
in my own office, went beyond my best resolve! Still there was 
little todo. It would bea paltry task to select a poem for illustra- 
_ — not this same Ancient Mariner suggested an admir- 

e one 

“TI can grant your request in part, Mr. Jones, I said at length ; 
‘you may read one hour ; and if at the end of that period I do not 
think favourably of your article, you must promise to read no 
further.” 

The old gentleman gave his parole at once, took a pair of great green 
spectacles from a sea-grass case, and blowing his aoa again, rained 
pebbles and marine shells over the whole office. When he took the 
manuscript from my hand, I saw the shining something distinctly 
on the top of his head; and when he sit back to read, he was a 
perfect copy of a dry old king-fish, looking through a pair of 
staring, glaring, green eyes. Without more ado, and ina rippling 
kind of voice, as of the rushing of deep water, the old naturalist 
read the following introduction to a most wonderful manuscript :— 

“At @ very eorly period of my life I manifested an inclination 
for the etudy of the sciences. In my eighteenth year I eubmitted 
a theory of inter-steller telegraphiny to the Gymnotian Academy. 
It was my purpose to have placed the papers simultane rusly before 
the scientitic bodies of each of the seven planets it. our constellation, 
but having no capital, the deeiyn failed, though I was compli- 
mented thereupon by the ‘Institute for Harmonizing the Univ- 
erses,’ and elected a contributing member of that society. For seve- 


ral years I petitioned annually for outfit and trausportation to the 
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Scilly Islands,* on the Ecliptic Circle, where I purposed to develop 
my scheme of transferring a portion of our globe to the system of 
Orion. In this I was opposed by the Palwontologic Society, on the 

und that some valuable fossils were p-csumed to be there ; and 
Parliament, thinking that my protests were subversive of ths law 
of gravity, rejected them. A number of projects, each of which, I 
firmly believe, would have benefited my kind, and facilitated corres- 
pondence between all created beings, terminated unfortunately, 
and my relatives at length placed it ont of my power to continue 
these philanthropic exertions. For some years I was denied the 
ear of man, and in the interval my hair grew gray and my body a 
tritle faint. But the lofty impulses of youth survived. My mind 
could not be imprisoned, and I held communication with the stars 
through the grating of my chamber in the still midnight. At Jast 
the relief came. had long prayed for it! My deliverer was 
Sirius, the brightest of the celestiai intelligences. He shone upon 
my window bars with an intense, concentrated light, and they red- 
dened and melted before daybreak. I fled to Glasgow in the month 
of April, 184—, and obtained a captain’s clerkship on the whaler 


Crimson Dragon. 

** We took in water at the Shetland Islands, and sailing north 
westward, skirted the coast of Greenland, whence, criusing in a 
southerly direction, we lay off Labrador, and waited for our prey. 
Our crew was fifty men, all told. Our captain had heon a whaler 
thirty-eight D hemi and had killed five hundred and six animals or 
eight more the renowned Scoresby. We carried seven light- 
boats for actual service, and twenty-seven thousand feet, or more 
than five miles, of rope. Three men kept watch, day and night, in 
the ‘crow's-net,’ at the maintop; buat though we beat along the 
whole coast, through Davis’ Strait, and among the mighty icebergs 
of Baffin’s Bay, we saw no cetaceous creatares, save twice some 
—— and thrice a solitary grampus. With these 
beings I eavoured to open communication, but they made no 
in ble responses. The stars also of this latitude failed to com- 

end my signals, from which I concluded that they were less 
telligent than those of more temperature skies. But with the 
animalcules of the sea I obtained most gratifying relations. A 
series of experiments with the ix/usoria satisfied me that they were 
not loath to an exchange of information, and finally they followed 
the ship by myriads, so that all the waves were full of fire, which the 
sailors remarked ; and fearfal of being observed, I ceased my expe-i- 
ments for a time. 


“On the evening of the fifth Saturday of our cruise, I waited till the 


changing of the watch; then I stole noiselessly upon deck, and 
secreted myself behind a life-boat which hung at the side of the 
vessel. ‘Ihe helmsman was nodding silently upon his tiller ; two 


sea.nen sat motionices upon the bow, and the lookoat party in the 
crow's-nest talked mutteringly of our ill-luck as they scanned the 
« The Northern Lights were pulsing like some great radiat- 


ing heart, and the sea was alternately flame and shadow. The 
headlands of Labrador lay to the south—bare, boun precipitous ; 


dlees, 
and to the east a glittering iceberg floated slowly towards us, like 
rolled calmly upon the 


a of gold and emerald. The shi 

Jong swells, the ripples plashing in low, lulling monotone, and her 
hull and spars were reflected darkly beneath me. I drew a long 
— ea and subjected it to a gentle 


ween my palm and finger ; then I pricked my wrist, and leaning 


. All nature 
message ; I had touched the nerve of the universes | 
‘*¢ Blow me if there warn'ta whale, Ben!”’ said one of the men 
in the maintop. 
“ *My eyes! but it wor like it,” ’ replied the other. 
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about to win back from sin the great secret of com- 
I should translate the scream of eagles and the coo- 
anf ‘speak familiary with the michty hipopetami, ‘The serpent 
amil e mighty hi e@ serpen 
teach me his traditions, and the’ multitude of mollusks 
develop the mysteries of their sluggish vitality; nay, the 
urality of worlds should be demonstrated, with the combined in- 
of all the systems, we should wrest the mysteries cf life, 
matter, and eternity from their Divine repository ! 

“T lay awake all ht revelling in theese anticipations, and at 
dawn was quite weak of body. It was now the Sabbath, and at 
nine o’ all hands were summoned to the poop-deck for the 
customary worship. I lay upon a cuil of rope, wheu the mate com- 
menced to read the service, and a deep drowsiness came over me. 
The lesson was a part of the first chapter of Genesie—the weird 


— 


of creation. He had reached the twenty-eighth verse when | ;;,. 164 


I dropped asleep. It could have been only an instant’s forgetful- 
ness, for when I awoke he had not finished the reading of the same 
verse, but in that instant a vision had passed before me. 

“A female of marvellous beauty rose from the water. I bad 
— —— 

was Tethys, the queen of sea-nymphs. She was begotien ot 
humidity in the remoie beginning, and seemed even now cloudy 
aud incorporeal. Euripius, the divinity 07 whirlpools, lay in the 








© This group of Scilly Islands is in the South Pacific ; not off Land's End. 
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green locks, the eyes of szure, and the glossy peck—| 


| point in his back, where 


sia - her feet, projecting a spectrum of spray, in an arch, above 
er hea ; 

“‘ Man,” she said, or rather rippled, for it was like the even voice 
of waters, ‘ your love of nature, the boundlessness of your kindness, 
the daring of your speculation, the profoundness of your introspeo- 
tioa, have made you onc of us. Awake, and hear our decree!’ 

“She melted iuto vayor, and disappeared. I opened my eyes. 
‘The crew were grouped about the deck, the mate was the 
sri the words which I heard were: “ Have Dominion over the 

ish.” 

“*A fall! a fall!’ was shouted from the main The men on 
wach had discovered the !ong-ex prey. * 

‘Man the boats !’ cried the captain ; · all hands be spry! Where 
away, look out?’ 

** Sou-west ! answered the crow's-nest, ‘about two leagues. There 


must be hoceans of ‘em! They eave like water-spou 
how they lobtail !° — 


Tho seven boats were arranged in curred shape, so as to form 
a semicircle around the ——— the captain's, of which I took 
the helm, formed the left tip of the creerent. We palled 

for a half-hour over a smooth sea, and came at length so close to 
our victims that we could count them. Truely it was ‘a fall’ 
A few cubs played recklcesly around the surface; bat there was an 
enormous bull, whose bulk was much greater than that of the ship's 
hall, which came once in full view, dived vertically, and beat the 
water with his terrible tail, making such billows that a storm 
seemed to be raging. The other animals swam in the froth and 


foam thus developed, now plunging to the far now shoot- 
ing their huge es into the air, and falling a splash, as of 
the emptying of the ocean. The scene was so exciting that 


exciting even 
my wonderful discoveries passed out of mind. Our oars dipped 
noiselesaly ; the crews were silent; the harpooners stood, each in 
the bow of his launch, with naked weapons extended, waiting to 
strike. The first opportunity occurred to the laanch on our ex- 
treme right, A‘ the distance of twenty yards the executioner huri- 
peal py ——— into the back of the great bull ; a roar ensued 
and a htful leap. The other creatures repeated the 
wor —— with the velocity of a ship 

“ Now, lad bend your oars!’ shouted the through his 
trumpet. The entire of rope un directly from the 
real or ‘ bollard ’ of the first launch, and the line of a second boat was 
attached forthwith; a third and foruth were annexed, bat the 
whale exhibited no signs of exhaustion, and dragged his pursuers 
like the wind. A fifth and a sixth linespun out. The captain’s cheek 
grew pale, and he opened his clasp-knife with a curse upon his lips. 
there remained the line of our boat alone. unless the monster 


ti 


“ * What devil of the deep is this ? 
ward with his blade. The sailors ceased 


? 


when, consulting a glutinous old chronometer, like a jelly-fish, 
found that his hour was passing, he begged so 
allowed to finish his “Introduction,” that I gave 
— ee ee — 
ought he was going to turn upon his stomach, and swim a 
through the window.) bad 


blood curdled upwani, colouring the water. His vocal power lay 
in his spiracle, and hé said again : 


50 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan 15, 1881. 





“ ¢] should Lave been aspbixiated in five minutes.’ 

‘*¢Who is it that speaks? I faltered. ‘Leviathan, king of 
the sea, be merciful !° 

© ‘TI am called New England Tom by the creatures of the upper 
element,’ answered the whale, ‘althouch falsely thought to be of 
the family of the Spermaceti: but though my exploits have recom- 
mended me to my species, I am not equal to the high title you have 
given me. That is possessed by You and our sovereign Jonah 
1 


“The —— rushed upon me that I had, indeed, ‘ Dominion 


the Fish 
“© have suffered this wound for your majesty’s sake,’ said the 
whale again ; ‘for I had been deputed to wait in this latitude for 
yoar arrival, and convey you to our sovereign. But though I am 
now in the third century of my age, I can survive a dozen such 
and if I chose could shiver the Crimson Dragon with a 
of my tail, as in 1801 I stove the Exser, and made driftwood 
her spars. 
‘‘In an instant I was seated within the mighty maw of this 
famous monster. His jaw-bones were forty feet in length ; the roof 
of his mouth was fifteen feet high, and formed of a spacious arch 
or whalebone. His crescent-shaped tail, thirty-five 
to tip, swept the depths twice or thrice; and when 
we emerged into the air, the blood spouted from his pores, and he 
threw cataracts of water through his spiracle. I saw the Crimson 
Dragon some miles away, but there were no traces of her boats. 
The crews of the launches were fathoms deep in the ocean ! 
the cape of Greenland, rounded the base of Mount 
abode of the king of the cetacea by 
A submarine island. forty fathoms 
pied three thousand years by this 
meet me upon the 


2 


F 


of ships, inclading the identical shallop whence 
cee es soars the woyage to Tarshish. But marvellous be- 
yond all, the ‘great fish’ (falsely so translated, since no cetaceous 


t was now the eldest of the species. 

, and burdened with dignities. The Seer-King 

gravely, and gave me a draught of spirits, distilled from 

the fronds of a rareses-tangle. His long tenure in the deep had 

obliterated mach of the similitade to man, but his memory of ter- 

- yestrial matters was The weeds 
about 


i 


-| waters. I attached 


ize. | adieu to the deep-swimming hvcras, 


were of the loyal and gentle, yet courageous and powerful xiphias 
‘sword-fish). These barred the unlicensed ingress of my subjects, 
and if the adventurous foot of man should profane my lagoon, I 
could close its inlet and cover it with floods. The dim aisles of the 
waters were full of wonderful lights : combinations of colours, un- 
known above. were here developed in gigantic sweé. around whose 
boles the scarlet tangle climbed. aud parasites of purple and em- 
erald played upon their rinds. Some of these fore=ts pointed up- 
ward toward the cuu: some grew downward, deriving light and 
heat from the incandescent gulfs. My state apartments were built 
of coral. in wondrous architecture. aud trumpet-weed clothed their 
battlements. Some cavernous recezses were lit with constellations 
of shining zoophstee. and there were floors of pearl. studded with 
diamonds. I could stroll through marvellous arch-ways, gathering 
jewels at every step or wander in my royal meadows, among the 
wrecks and spoils of hurricanes, or rising throurh the mellow 
depths, sit among the palms of the lagoon, watching the white 
sails of ships or studying the awfulness of the storm. 

“ For a time I secluded myself, theorizing upon the policy of my 
government. My dominions were vast and venerable ; they com- 
prehended two thirds of the surface of the globe; nodeluges had 
destroyed them, and they had been peopled ages before the coming 
of man. Life here inhabited forms, vegetable and animal, to 
which the greatest terrestrials were puny. But the darkness which 
of old rested on the face of the deep, now shadowed its depths. 
There was no mind here. These gigantic beings were shaped with- 
out souls. How should I reason with creatures who could not feel, 
whose heads could not know till to-morrow that their members had 
been severed to-day—some of whom, in a single moment, passed 
their whole existences, and fulfilled all the functions of eating, 
drinking, and generating—who were not only incapable of thoughts, 
affections, and emotions, but who could not see, smell, hear. taste, 
or touch’? But such eubjects are among the afflictions of all wise 
rulers, and I resolved to ovaclade upon nothing till I had visited 
every part of my dominions. 

‘‘ During t!.ree years of travel I classified the fishes anew, all 
previous enumeration being paltry, and made the notes and queries 
which form the staple of my manuscript. I found freeh-water 
creatures to which the sheat-fish would be a morsel and hydras 
to which the fabled sea-serpent would be a worm. I ascended 
the rivers with the s»lmon, and fathomed the motives of the 
climbing-perch. I heard the narrative of a siluris tossed out of a 
volcano, and talked with a haddock which produced at a birth 
more young than there are men upon the globe. I have noted the 
harlequin-angler. which lived three weeks in Amsterdam, hop- 
ping about on his fins like a toad ; the sucking-fish which adhered 
to Marc Antony’s galley and held it fast; the horned-fish (Ail en 


= dos) which the savages discard from their nets in terror an pray- 


er; and the sprats which rise with vapors into the clouds, and are 
rained back into the sea. I have collected the traditions of many 
of these beings, and have translated some of their ballads. There 
is music under the ocean ; but most of the fishes sing with their 
fins, beating the water tothe rude measures. Among the traditions 
of all the tribes is that of a time when the waters were peaceful and 
the fishes happy, when none were rapacious, when death was un- 
known, when no storms lashed the ripples into billows, aud when 
beings of the upper air bathed at the surface, and the fishes render- 
ed them h . But some foul deed of which the finny folk 
were guiltless brought coufusion into the waters ; the ocean cover- 
ed all the globe, eank into the depths and were devoured, 
nets were let down from above, strange fires were kindled beneath, 
and whirlpools, water-spouts, storms, and voloances began. 

“T devoted a fourth year to ecting my syetem of organic com- 
munication, and made some advance toward developing life in in- 
organic matter. From this latter attainment it would be but «a 

to wate life, and I should thus restore immortality to 
man. But the shark family having threatened to revolt, I left off 
my investigations for some months, and a military force, 
with which I massacred the malconten‘s till my subjects swam in 
blood. Returning victoriously at the head of my legions, a sad 
incident occurred. A ship was crossing our line of march, and 
I had an unaccountable curiosity to hear something of terrestrial 
affairs. Five sawfish, at my bidding, staved in the ship's bottom, 
stp pee prone f gros! anche ifved slowly 
down, and as I paseed among them, tarni up the faces, I recog- 
nized in one the features oe may mother i . 

—— a season of remorse I continued my investigations, but a 
nove unexpected disco deranged my plans, and wrough 
a change in my destiny. — 
_ ‘*The subtlest forms of matters, as commonly known, are the 
imponderables—light, heat, magnetiem, and electricity. I had 
concluded that these were manifestations of some still subtler 
form, and that this was life, beyond which lay the ethereal ele- 
mente (called principles) of mind and soul—eoul being ultimate 
and eternal. o demonstrate this I resolved to descend as far as 
possible into the depths of the sea, and examine the beings which 
dwelt in the remotest darkness. The conical shape of my island 
allowed me to descend within its shelving interior. and yet sustain 
no great atmospheric preesure. I selected a sturgeon. whose bodv 
was £0 powerfully plated that he could not be crushed, and his 
long-pointed shape gave him great facility for penetrating dense 

* hed a phosphorescent light to his caudal, that I 
might not lose him in the gloom, and he preceded me alone the 
sloping interior. We passed the foundations of my court, | bade 
d lett the profoundest polypi be- 
hind, and came at length to uninhabited —— three seller 
fathoms below the surface. My pioneer here euffered great incon- 
venience, and only by the moet vigorous efforte was able to pro- 
grees at all. The blackness was literally tangible, aud our lantern 
at most, only ‘darkness visible.’ By threat and persuasion I foreed 
him forward, handily able to make headway myself. He wwept the 
almost solid element with his powerful tail, depressed his eharp 
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snout, sucked a long breath, and we darted forward simultaneously. 
There was a cracking as of bones forced together, and my cranium 
seemed to split. We shot out of the density into lighter water, 
and the momentum carried us fifty fathoms beyond ! 

“We had out of the limit of solar attraction, and were 
being drawn toward the centre of the earth ! 

“ Before, we had been descending ; now, we were rising. The 
fluid grew rarer and warmer as we proceeded, the darkness more lumi- 
nous, an at last we gre : e on ri each other, swimming in a 
ruby and transparent liquid, unlike any aspect or part of our 
native domain. The fiuid became so rare finally, that the sturgeon 
was unable to go further, kept down by his superior gravity. Some 

hts glimmering above us, and some mysterious sounds alarming 
ee. he turned and fled. I was left alone. 

“T reached the surface of this peaceful sea. A scene lay before 
me more beautiful than any wonder of the deep. I knew that I 
was among immortals, and that this was‘ Happy Archipelago’ ! 

**The surface was calm. Some purple islets were sprinkled 
and there, and creatures marvellously fair were ban 


ing among the islands 

heard the snapping of a lute-string. All the spirits started at 

once. They were crescent-sha and stood upon their nether 

ti A star upon their foreh shone like a pure diamond. 
saw me and vanished ! 

“All but one! She was the fairest of the ts, and looked, 
thus frightened, like the pale new moon. The violet veins faded 
from her lids, and her blue eyes were full of wonder. I felt as if, 
for the first time, a sinless being had looked upon me, and 
heart grew so black and heavy that I sank a little way. I feared 


to for she might vanish. I to lie forever with her 
face shi upon me. What were science, and dominion, and 
the secret of man's immortality to one glance like hers? In 
the of my soal I spoke: “Bpirit ! ! Woman ! 


re) | Speak to me!’ 

os are you? Whencedo youcome? You are not of us, 
nor of our element.’ . 

“ The voice was like a disembodied sound, coming from nothing, 
floating in space ° . 

“¢T am a creature of a blighted domain—a realm filled with 


“I was consigned to Enuripius, the divinity of whirl-pools. In 
vain I struggled in his watery arms ; the wits current bore me 
circling away, and finally whirled me with frightful velocity. wy 
feet were shaken asunder, my integument softened, my brain reel- 

I edd, eddy ; I became drunken with emo- 

the lost. A at lifted 
me from the clutch of the sea, and deposited me upon the dry land, 
close to the home of my infancy. 

**T have the weary hours of my penance in arranging 

ch follow. Science has again wooed me with her 
allurements ; the stars continue their ndence. I have not 
great secret of immortality ; and although these 


I wasin doubt whether to laugh or wonder when the Ancient 
Mariner concluded ; bat I was relieved from ing judgment 
upon his article by the unceremonious entrance o 
eyed person, who wore gold seals and csrried a thick walking- 
stick. The naturalist appeared to be bent on diving t h the 
floor and swimming away through the oellar; but he caught the 
stern,, keen eye of the stranger and cowered. The tall man lifted 
his cane, and struck the manusoript out of his Highness's hands ; 
he demolished the microscope at a blow, and flung the geological 
hammer out of the window. 

ng , Be ie ages Bi Balada 
it, or else you'll be experimenting again. Come along!” 
They wank away together, leaving my office littered with broken 
glass and sea-shells. With some astonishment I followed through 
the warehouse to the street ; they had entered a carriage and were 
driving rapidly away. The next morning’s paper explained the 
whole occurrence in the following paragraph :— 

Much Learning Hath Made Ifim Mad.—Yesterday noon an elder- 

lunatic, named Robert Jones, committed suicide by leaping over 

e parapet of London Bridge. He was in the custody at the time 
of Dr. Stretveskit, the celebrated keeper of the Asylum for mono- 
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maniacs. Hehad been at large some days, and was traced to several 
publishing-houses, whither he had gone to contrive the publication 
of some insane vagaries. 
Spry, Stromboli « Co.. and placed in a carriage: but seizing a 
favourable moment when travel was impcded npon the bridge. he 
burst through the glass door and cleared the parapet at a bound. 
Jones was an adventurous and dangerous character. 
ago he set fire to the Shrimpshire Axylum, where his family had 
confined him, and went abroad upon a whale-rhip; bat meeting 
with an accident, he underwent the proccss of trepanning and came 
home more crazy than before. At onc time he attempted to drown 
his mother, in furtherance of some strange experiment ; but it was 
thought at the date of his death that he was recovcring his wits. 
Among his delusions was a strange one—that he had been made 
Viceroy over all the fishes. His body has not been recovered.” 


Ho was finally overhauled at the office of 


Some years 


I read the last sentence with a thrill. My late visitor might 


even now be presiding at some finny council ; and as I should have 
here | occasion to cross the sea some day, an untimely shipwreck might 
place me in closer relationa with him. I determined, therefore, to 
print the manuscript which remained in my bands. 
pease his Mightiness, the King of the Fishes !—-Chambers's Journal. 


May it ap- 








METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 


For WEEK BEGIXXING FRIDAY, JANUARY 7TH, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongò, Tokio, Japan. 
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Max. velocity of wind 80 miles per hour on Friday at 10 am. 


The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
the sea. 


The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30°101 
inches on Thursday at 11 p.m. and the lowest was 29'310 inches on 
Friday at 6a.m. The barometer has risen steadily during the 
week and this change has been accompanied by a considerable fall 
in temperature. The est temperatare during the week was 
52°.1 on Monday and the lowest point reached was 19°, which was 
recorded on both Wednesday and Thursday. This temperature is 
unusually low, the minimum for the corresponding week of last 

ear being 23°.5 and the maximum 48°.7. A trace of rain fell on 
Monday, the amount for the corresponding week of last year being 
zero. — 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By C, C. Moore. 
(From the American Chess Nuts.) 


BLACK. 







— — — ——— — — — — 


—A 
—— 
a 2 


I oO 
ae 


White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION or CuEss PROBLEM OF JAN. 8TH, BY T. M. Brown, 


Whi Black. 
1—B., to Q. Kt. 6. 1.—B. to B, 4. 
—— 4 2.—Any. 

1.—Q takes Kt. 
2—Kt. to Q. B. 7 ch. 
3.—Q. or R. mates. 

1.—B. takes Kt. P. 
_—. takes Q, ch. 2.—B. to K. 3. 
Met gr 1.—Q. to B. 5 ch. 
2.—Q. takes Q. 
3.—Mates. * 

1, -toB.7 
2.—B. takes Q. * > 
3.—Kt. or Q. mates. 

No correct solutions received. 








SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


INWARDS. 
Jen. 8, Beitish barque Athelstan, Bayley, from London, General, to 
Jan. 9, British ship Eller 1, 
— 1 
Ten © heat Berean Chem Casal, 964, from New York 
‘ on 6, Br ted Isaack Bros. ‘ 
Jan. 10, British 
staan steamer Courier, Cooper, 496 * ue 
Jan 1, — — ne ae ee 661, from 
Jin, Sh Dah cheat Fane! Caine : 
Mails and General, to M. M. Co. ‘ 


* 


1,735, from Hongkong, 


1,146, from Shang- 
B. Co. 


J 14, Beitiah’ e* Butler, 1.5 
an. , Priam, Butler, 1,572, f Lond i 
Hongkong, General, fo BatteGeld Riwine” — 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Freneh steamer Janais from Hongkon 
Nakamura, Doutremer, Schwine, Dajtena, Secnen 
8* ——— 

er. ese steamer Tokio Aſaru from Shanghai and : 
Captain Sutton and 12 Japanese in the cabin ; — — ten tas 

in —— 

er British steamer Priem from London via H — 

and Mrs. Blair, 2 children and nurse, Lieut. Meir, one Oo 





:—Messrs. Faber, 
Kioqguier, Lefevre, 


the 


OUTWARDS, 


Jan. 8, British steamer, Propontis, Thomson, 1 
‘an. 9, French steamer , Guirand, }, for H Mails 
and General, despatched bo ML ML Gone natn 


Digitized by (Go gle 


Jan. 9, British ship Polynesian, Collins, 1,294, for Iloilo, Ballast, 
despatched by Findlay, Richardson & Co. 

Jan. 10, Japanese steamer Hiogo Maru, Moore, 896, for Hakodate, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 11, British barque Royal Tar, Graves, 598, for Puget Sound, 
Ballast, — ort by Walsh, Hall & Co, 

Jan. 12, Japanese steamer Hiroshima Moru, Haswell, 1,780, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 12, Japanese steamer Kumamoto Maru, rummond, 1,120, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 13, Italian corvette Vettor Pisani, —— H.R.H. the Duke 
of Genoa, 1,800 tons, 12 guns, for Shanghai. 

Jan..13, Japanese steamer W 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 14. Japanese steamer ar aru, Steadman, 661, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 15, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 15, British steamer A/alacca, Cole, 1,079, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by P. &. O. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per French steamer Volga, for Hongkong :—H. I. H. Prince Ta- 

kehito-no-miya, Madame Bu-ch and 4 children, Messrs. Lefur, An- 
rain, Kouro-oka, Ikeda, G. Reddelien and 3 children, Kawanishi, 

and 1 Chinese in the cabin 

Per Japanese steamer Hiroshiwa Maru for Shanghai and ports:— 
Messrs. K. C. Kirby, Alreoff, P.S. Symes, and 19 Japanese in the 
cabin. 

Per British steamer Malacca for Hongkong :— Lieutenant Drury, 
R.N. and Captain Walter in cabin ; 8 Chinese in the steerage. 


CARGOES. 
Per French steamer Volga for Hongkong :— 
1 emma cna 


» » London ... 


aru, Christensen, 1,300, 


---1,250 bales. 
ae! die. ea, ee Se ey 


eas * sb ie as ale — — 

er British steamer Malacca, from Hongkong vid Nagasaki — 
Prem TOGGROEc eis is te ts 532 pkgs. 
Transhi Sse 


pmen % ... BAO — 
ee —— 
ae °° ee 
Total .. ...6,242 pkgs. 





REPORTS. : 

The British ship Eler Bank report:— Left on the 25th A 
arrived in Yokohama on the 9th instant, a passage of 133 days. 

The British barque George Bewley reports :—Left Antwerp on 
oo 12th 1850, and arrived in Yokohama, on the 9th instant, a 

5 days . 

The steamer Tokio Maru reports :—Left Shanghai on the 5th 
instant at2p.m. Light N.W.breeze. Towards midnight wind in- 
creased to a gale, blowing hard with high sea and heavy hail equalls. 
Hove to for eight hours, ship labouring and straining very much, 

starboard paddle box. Arrived at Nagasaki at 6 p.m. on 
the 7th instant. Left 8th instant at 10.30 p.m. Contiuuation of 
N.W. gale with hail squalls. ing through the inland sea had 
heavy snow showers. Arrived at Kobe on the 10th instaut at 3.30 

m., snowing hard. Left at 6 p.m. on the llth instant. Laght N. 

. breeze and fine weather. After rounding Ooshima strong N. 
W. wind and fine clear weather. Arrived at Yokohama at 6.15 
a.m. on the 13th instant. 

The British steamer Priam reports :—Left Hongkong on the 6th 
inst. ienced moderate monsoon to north end Formosa. 
Hence to Van Dieman’s Straits fresh N. W. gale with high sea. 
Hence to port moderate N. W. winds and fine weather. Arrived at 
Yokohama at 10 a.m. on the 14th. 





NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 14th January, 1881.) — 





' Discount on | * J 
Yeu Satz. | § o> 
' = 28 
, BNI ar. 

* 

a 

8 

a 





PELL TEL [teu 
SEeCaay Silver Subsidiary 


; 
14, 764% 78,%,' i 


— — 


15 


YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Datty :—8.30, aud 9.45 a.a. ; 12.00, 1.30, aud 4.15 par. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Daity;—6.45 and 9.30 a.m., and 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 ra 


1! 74,5) Pp 


— — — 





Original fron 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, CHURCH SERVICES. 
AMIERIGA ...... | 5 — | — 30th 3 CHRIST CHURCH. 
AWMRRIGA ....................... —— . Co. an. 10th1 8 POLAR ... — 
Europe, via ILONGKONG ......... . M. M. Co. | Jan. 27th — — —EXE—————— — 5.90: ait. 
HONGKONG ....... / P.&0.Co. | Jan. 22nd4 E Coasenzys Inwie, M.A, 
Honakong, via Koue...... eae M. B. Co. : Jan. 17th2 The Parsonage, 101. 
HONGKONG ...cccccecee .............. |! P. M. Co. Jan. 20th5 
HONGKONG ......cccceeescecececscececes O. & O. Co. —— 
Suanauat, Wiowo & Naaasakt.. | M. B. Co. Jan. 20th UNION CHURCH, No. 167: 
1.—Left Sau — — December 2ist, B io. Sunday Morning ..............-ccsssscssscsccsccscecees 11 aM. 
2.—Left Hongkong, aig ta er ri jigata * Evening....... — 2 :dbacucscuasusesacues sass 8 P.M. 
:. —Left San Francisco, J: t r) ching. . LUTHER ULICK 
4.—Left Hongkong, January y Lath, Su he J ——— —— 
5.—Left Hongkong, January 13th’ City o of Tokio. 
NEXT::MAIL LEAVES FOR, LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 
AUGNIOK eases P.M. Go. | Jan. 23rd |. The ewes are the signals made from the lightebip to denote 
AMERICA ......cccscsessceseerseserecens O. & O. Oo. | Feb. 11th | *he approach of vessels :— 
Eurors, via Honaxoxa — . a: O. Co. Jan. 15th |, oc fa ager arr cr ee black ball, with the national fag of the 
Evnrore, via HonaKona .........| M. M. Co. an. 23rd . 
HARODATR oeccccescescsssscesseseseees M. B. Ov. — -4 Siac dia diamond, with the company’s flag below, 
Honokong, via Kons .............. M. B. Co. Jan. 22nd |  dfau-of-war :—National flag of * — the peak 
HONUKONG 2.0.00. ccc ee ccc cece ccceee- O. & O. Ov. Sailing vessels : ——— ship; flag ): bargu ‘flag C. (red 
LIUNQKONG ........cccccccccecccccccces P. Bl. Co. ball on white around) : tlag D. feu: ball on ne 
Suanuital, Mlroan, & Nauasaxt.| BL. B. Co. Jan. 19th | schooner, flag (rate al on —— ground) all comsmerclal exdke, 
The arrival and departure of mails by the ‘ Occidental and | with the vessel's national Hag below as soon as it can be made ont, 
Oriental,” the ‘‘ Pacific Mail,” and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental" 
companies, are approximate only. 
VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. x 


eee tea _SAIMED, . 
Date. Nancor V xsses.. Fron Fou Star in the Kast Lodge, 


INTO. G40 S.C., 























roa a 14) Remonstrant Lonpon Yoko. & Hiogo . 
July = Furness Abbey a” Hiogo et 
a ia ro Piel — A® EMERGENCY MEETING of the sbove Lodge 
111 a age Swansea N will be held at the 
Aug. J tet Nelson Hamsurea Yokohama 
99 ne oe 99 
t. 2) Hoik G 
— — Poms (es) — —— Hicgo MASONIC HALL, 
»  17| Merionethshire (s.s.) — ———— — 
n» 18) Pakhoi (s.s.) GLascow Jap. 
» 19} Ordovic —— — 
55* — — xo. Hor! Sunday, the 16th January, 
ere ‘ ‘ At 2.80 pu. precisely, 
To conduct the Funeral Services of Brother 
ALLEN MOORE, Deceased. 
Members of other Lodges and M. M. are particularly 
requested to attend. 
The procession will leave the Hall at 8.15 p.m. 
By command of the R. W. M. 
re Yokohama, January 14th, 1881. 
NAuæ or V essen. Ar For wT Oo x I CS p> @ 
— — HE UNDERSIGNED will tane Pianos from the Ist 
N ¥ i — 
Lord of the Lales («.8.) a * — = January, 1881, at the following rates ; 
Oxfordshire (s,s.) ~ at ” ; ; In Yorouama. 
M. L. Stone = ah | te Single tuning - - - - - - § 5.00 
' Annual ,, - --- - = $30.00 
In Toxto. 
Single tuning - - - - - - $ 7.00 
— = RS Annual 99 - es fF fF 2 40.00 
YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. Lessons given on the Flute, Violin, English Concertina 
DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. d Guitar at moderate charges. 


AM, Am. am. Noox. Pim. Pom. Pmt. Po. OPM. P.M. = PIANOS AND HARMONIUMS REPAIRED. 


80 9.16 1030 12.0 130 2.45 4.0 §.15 6.30 8.0 16 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. C. WAGNER, 


A.M. 4.M. Am. NOON. P.M. p.m. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. | PM No. 2200 Bluff. 
$0 912 1030 15.0 120 245 4. 0 3.10 630 8. 0 1001 Yokohama, December 22nd, 1880. 
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VESSELS IN HARBOOR. 
































Namr. CarTaix. Fi.aa anno Ric. | Tors. From. AMRIVED. Consian kkx. 
STEAMERS. 

Conrier Cooper Russian steamer 496 a via Nagasaki| Jan. 10 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Menzaleh Homery French steamer 1,273 | Hongkong Jan. 2] M. Mz. Co. 
Nagoya Maru Wynn Japanese steamer | 1,260 | Shanghai & ports Feb. 5 | M.B. Co. 
Priam Butler British steamer 1,572 | London vid Hongking Jan. 14 | Batterfield & Swire 
Tanais Reynier French steamer | 1,735 | Hongkong Jan. 12] Bl. M. Co. 
Tokio Maru Swain Japanese steamer | 1,146 | Shanghai & ports Jan. 13 | M.B. Co 


SAILING SHIPS. 




















Athelstan Bayley British 771 | London Jan. 9 | W.J.8. Shand 
Alexander Carson American 52 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | J.E. Collyer 
Buston Vale Buckingham British barque 411 | Liverpool - 17 | Hudson & Co 
Black Diamond e German barque 601 | Nagasaki 23 | P. Bohm 
Cilarnum Beadle British shi 1,850 | Ilougkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Wilson British barque 646 : Jan. 10 | C. Illies & Co. 
Eller Bank Parker British ship 1,145 | Middles Jan. 9 | Hudson & Co. 
Fontenaye F. Tribe British shi 564 | Antwerp Dec. 9 | A. Reimers & Co 
Winn American ship 1,295 | New York Jan. .8 | Order 
George Bewley Hammond British barque 1,040 | An Jan. 9 | Order 
Goodell American 964 | New York Jan. 9 | Isaack Bros. 
Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Islands 31 —— 
Lottio Hiltz German schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 | Hohnholz & Co 
Madame Demorest — Japanese barque 870 | Newcastle, N.S.W. Apr. 19 | Walsh, Hall & Co 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner 55 Islands Oct. 24 / P. Bohm 
Mikado Lehman British barque 643 | London Dec. 24 | Hudson & Co. 
North Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhotsz & Co, 
Otsego Isaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands ov H. Cook 
Otome Hardy Americanschooner} 72 Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Pioneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Romo, vid Hakodate | Janu. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co 
ish Fairy Toozes British ue 750 | Put in dismasted Oct. 10 | Malcolm & Co. 
Btella Weruer American 30 | Karile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
Victoria Cross Tweedie British barque 668 | Antwerp Dec: 8 | Boyes & Co. 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
Name. Gons.| Tons. | H. P. Description, Wier From. CoMMANDER. 
et ig aie org see: aie! aw. “Reb ned . ‘ —* * im ese i 
FREN —Champ i eee 008 cee) 688 tee » Cor ¥ i 1 Japtain Michand 
GERMAN—Veneta ... 0.0 211 ves vee co 19 2,000 — Corvette Kobe Captain Zirzow 
RUSSIAN—Kniaz Pojarsky ... ... ... «| 12 4,291 — Nagasaki Captain Ti 
TY Craysser eee tee eee ee eee = 1,500 — Corvette Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 
” Africa 7 8=6—ee ove #0 eee eee 14 1,400 — Nagasaki Captain Alescoff 
a Ermak ... ... ae 375 — | Transport Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
DESTINATION. : Nang. AGENTS. To sx DssPpaTCHED. 
New York via Kobe and China... .. «+. Ben Adamson, Bell & Co. Quick despatch 
Shanghai and way-ports... ... 0. 1. oe Tokfs Maru M. B. Co. Jan. 19th, at 4 P.M. 
Hongkoug vid Kobe... 12. 0 cee ee nee vee Niigata Maru M. B. Co. Jan. 22nd, at 4 P.M. 
Sen Francisco... 4284 City of Tokio P. M. Co. Jan. 23rd 
London via Kobe and China... ... ... «| Priam Butterfield & Swire About Jan. 20th 
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cMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 








IMPORTS.—Busiuess has received a severe check by the renewed fall in Kinsatsn and prices, especially for Yarn, 
must be considere! nominal, Iu Shirtings the demand has fullen light, and we quote 9lb. 24 ceats lower. T. Reds are still 


in good request. Velvet and other Cottons are uuchauged. Lawns have been enquired for ata slight advance. Woollens 
continue dull and lifeless. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continwed. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ..._ per picul $30.00 to 32.00 | Velvets:—Black ... .. . 22 in. per piece $7.00 to 9.00 
* » Good to Best... .... ‘ $32.50 to 34.00 | Victoria Lawns... ... 12 Ans — * * $0.75 to 0.76 
Bombay, No.20 do ... ... ia * $30.00 to 31.75 | Taffachelass:— ... ... 12 ,, oo $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... ” $34.50 to 35.50 | WOOLLENS :-— 
»  » Good to Best... ... 0... » $36.00 to 37.00 | 
» 88t042.. ws see Yar aks » $40.00 to 41.00 Figured Orla see tee wee one — ames £50 to €00 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Tastings ... .. 1. 3 29-30 ; 31” |.10.00 to 11.00 
to 031 


gs eee eee eee eee eee 99 
Grey Shirtings :—7 Ib. iece 28} yds. 39 in. $1.50 to 1.90 | Italian Cloth ... ... ... ... 30 32 ,, a. 0.22 
ae — Bin. $175 to295 | Camlet Cords... .. ... 29-90 |, $25, 480 to 575 
” - 9 lb. ,, » 45 in. to Mousselines de Laines:—Crape 2 yds. 30 in... 0.163 to 0.173 
T. Cloths :—7 lb. ... ...24 yds. 32 in. per piece $1.55 to 1.70 ° »be : aoa” ’ 

Drills, English:—14-1516.40,, 30in. , $250 to270 a Hajime 24 , 30, ... O23 to 0.29 


| » 330i Yusen 2 ,, 30,,...035 to 0.45 

Indigo Shirtings:— ...12 ,, 44in. =, $1.50 to 1.60 ; — 

Prints -—A 5 4 “%;,, 30in. ,. $1.40 to 2.60 Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 

Cotton Italians & Sateens Black 32in. $0.094 to 0.15% OS... wes soe cee 54 £056 ,,... 0221 to 0.47) 

Turkey Reds: 2 to2}1b.2%yds.80in. _,, $1.55 to 1.75 Presidents... ... ... ... 54 » to56 ,... 060 to 0.65 
Do. 2pto2slb.24°,, 80in. ” $1.70 to 1.85 Union ee on Bn to56 », .. 082} to 0.60 
Do. Sib... ..24 , 30in.  ,, $185 to1.95 | Blankets, green, 6toSlbs. ... ... perlb. ... 039 to 0.42 


SUGAR.—Small eales at former quotation. Stock virtually unchanged. 
SAIGON RICE.—Ove thousand piculs sold at lower rates. Stock, including small arrivals by steamer, 
24,000 piculs. ) 


KEROSENE.—Some 85,000 cases have met with buyers at qtiotation. Arrivals have increased stock in first 
hands to 460,000 cases. 


Sugar :—Takao in bag... ... ... -- perpicul $4.48 Japan Rice 2.0... cce cee ace i $3.00 
* Taiwanfoo in bag... .... * $4.45 J * Wheat .. .. .. ane —— * $2.10 — 

—— and Re-patx. »» $7.75 to $8.75 Belgon Rice [cargo] ... ... ... — ae $1.82 

China No. 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah... $9 $6.50 to $8.50 ! Kerosene Oil... .. 2... i... tw case 61.98 





EXPORTS. 


SILK.—The past week has again been an active one for our Silk trade, and about 850 


shipping bales have 
changed hands, Prices are agaiu rather higher for hauks and re-reels and filatures are also advancing. Stock in Yokohama 
is about 4,400 shipping bales. 


Exchange 3/8? Exchange 4.76 
Hanks.—No. 1 & 2.........ccccceees $560 to $562 tes — = fos. 49/20 to fos. 49.50 
. $550 = 178 = , » 48.90 
Pa) ) 23 COcvee vecsecccce eccee $530 = 1 [2 = » » 47.00 
» 20 3 & infrs. eeccccecccece $500 = us =» ry 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra ........cc00...00e $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/8 = , 57.90to , 58.70 
» mee Geer rence $590 to $610 = 19/4 to19ll = , » 56.10 
» 2 Cecccccecceccesece $590 = 19/4 = » 53.50 to Ps) &5.30 
rt) 20 $540 to 3550 = 17/9 to 18 = » 49.10 to ” 50.00 
Kakedas—Best...............c00sccees 600 to $620 = 19/8 to20/4 = ,, 55.40to ,, 55.60 
* Medium & Good ...... $570 = 18/8 = ,, » 51.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best .........$580 to $600 = 19/ t0198 =”, 5220to ~ 54,00 


TEA.—The quietude noticed in our last has continued, settlements for the week amounting only to 900 piculs, 
inoreased 


coneisting mainly of the middle grades. Arrivals of fresh leaf have rather exceeded settlemeuts, and our stock is 
to 6,600 piculs. 


Common Fine eee eco eco eco eee 1 to 23 
Good Common * sis ees ses $9 to $12 Finest — to 5 
Medium ... eas ies ais — * $14 to $15 





Choice oe * J ee * $28 to $29 


Good Medium coo eee eee eco eee $16 to $18 Choicest eee eco $32 to $4 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


EXCHANGE.—There has been a good business during the past week in franc bills at from 4.74 to 4.713 for 
six months’sight dills. Rates have ruled weak, but close somewhat steadier. A fair amount of paper on Hougkong and 
Shanghai has changed hands, between the Banks, at 3 per cent premium and 723. 








Stertinc—Bank 4 months’ sight ..................s00008 3/8} Ow SHancHat—Bank sight................cccsccsscccccesee 72 
ge Bank Bills on demand...............0cccc0ees 3/7 " Private 10 days’ sight.................. aot 
* Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3/8 Ox New Yorx—Bank Bills on demand............... 89 
29 9 6 ” 99 POPOL Cer ecescccceces 3. ” Private 30 days’ i ht See cee ceecescce 90 
ON Paris—Bank sight ..... ............ ccssssseseveevees 462 On Sax Fraxctsco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 893 
” Private 6 months’ sight ..................00 4.72 - Private 30 days’ sight ......... 903 
Ox Honoxoxc—Bank sight ..............cccccccssscoeees } * — ———— dis. 
93 Private 10 days’ sight Seveseses eee eee isct. GoLp Yrx eseceeooaees OC OOS XXEEX eeeoee nom. 
SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—A_ good number of sailing craft have come in during the week, but most of them chartered, prior 
to arrival, for Pacific ports loading. The s.s. Priam is on the Loudon berth. a 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
IMPORTANT 


—FOR— 


OGCOOOGECO 


—— 0 ——— — 


IMPORTANT 


FOR 


EVERYBODY! 


HE Rodavow Manufacturing Compauy (Limited— 
Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
hereafter, even ono single Watch to avy part of the world 
at wholesalo prices, i. e, 85 per cent cheaper than any 
watchmaker, as none of them is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but ouly buying them from here. We call the 
particular atteution of every one iutending to purchase a 
first-class relialle Watch to our following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. 


SILVER WATCH. £ 8. 


Crystal glass, ecconds band........ ecesscceee O 10 
Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 

double cover....ccccccccsccccccsccece: coccee 1 OO 


GOLD WATCH. 


Jewelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hunter, enamel or gold dial, lever 

escapeinent PPYTTTTILIT TTT itr kt l 16 
Huuting case, superior nickel movement, 

best quality with all the latest improve- 

meuts, two gold COVETE 3 cccccccce coccccce 2 03 














Keyless Watches 
(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modern improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so many persons have 
ruined their Watches. The Watch is wound by turning a 
knurled knob, placed on the handle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary means ; the bands are set in the same way. 
The advantages of these imptovements are obvious, the 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
tight aud dust-tigbt, thus preserving much longer the flaidi- 
ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the intervals between 
the necessary cleauing of the Watch. 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewelled, crystal £ ss. 
lass ............ 
Double cover, enamel or ornamented 
silver dial ..,....0-0++-- Seeccusescauene soeee 1 05 
Superior skeleton movement, extra Jew- 
elled, stout double Cover . .----- -. *-**· 


GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 


6. lever escapement, ten jewels... 2 05 
nor pen best movement, all latest 
improvements, fifteen jewels... ccs. 8 00 
Two stout gold covers, chronomete, nove- 
ment with ceutre seconds hauds, a 
splendid Watch for presentation ...... 8 15 


1 15 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 


Three gold covers, movement of finest 

workmanship, centre seconds hands, re- 

peating hours and quarters.......cecseeee 8 10 
Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 

weeks, and month on dial, repeating 

hours, quarters, and eighths, three hea- 

vy gold covers, warrauted for five years, 

aud without doubt the best and hand- 

somest Watch in OXisStONCO.ccccccccccccce 15 00 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches can be had in smaller size to 
suit for ladies’ wear at the same price. Mon 
initials, armes, etc., engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. : 

2.—All our Watches are thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, and will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of the world, together 
with spare maiuspriugs, glasses, and keys, these being a 
great convenieuce, as in man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of impossibility to replace one of those 
articles. 

8.—Every watch is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity aud superiority of its workman- 
ship for three years, during which time no charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases are eighteen carat gold; the 
silver cases are of the Lest sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent disouunt will be allowed on orders for 
six aud more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compeusation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 
climate. 

7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with- 
out difference of price. ae 

8.—No orders from abroad filled unless accompanied by 
a remittance to cover the amount, or a reference on a Boston 
house. 

Persons residiug in any part of the world need not 
hesitate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they aes rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchanged froe and 
safe by post, or money refuuded. The best means of send- 
ing mouey is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any bauker aod everywhere,—or 
enclose the amouut in bank-notes, gold coins, or postage 
stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 











smallest as well as the- most important, will receive the 


same particular atteution and will be forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


THE , 


Rodanow Manufacturin 


6 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


SUN FIRE OFFICE, 
u ONDON. . 


ESTABLISHED 1710. 


[SUBANCES effected upon almost all descriptions of 
Property at the current rates of premium. 
Total Sum insured in 1879, £262,492,461. 
Claims arranged by the Local Agents, and paid with 


titude and liberality. 
— WILKIN & ROBISON, 


ents, 
— and Kobe. 


Yokohama, 10th Jane, 1880. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. ——— — 


ExniBITiox, 1876.“ 


2 wa i 3 
rte t < = 8* 
ro. > 
No. 127. A 


== — a 

: Res ‘o-shis 

— —— * he i. 4 

Cs y Scr . 4 

A — = 7 - " . “ 

— J— 
C N A S —— A PREPARED EX Pi.1 ss For THE Patexyr Kwirs- 
« CLEANING Macwixes, Ixpta Kusver axn Burr 
Leather Kyire Rvarps. KNIVES CONSTANTLY 

— — 


CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIAKT POLISI! EQUAL 
TO MAW CUTLEKY. PACKETS 5D. EACH; AXD TINS, 
SWATOW DISTRICT —— — 
— — — — é, : 
a — = res 


ten ——— 3 Kz : Pousse 
— —— 18 HEREBY GIVEN that the Light on pope * —— mea ay 
Breaker Poiut was exhibited for the first time at KZ SOAK EY es 















sunset on the 8th December, 1880. 

The illuminating apparatus is a First Order Dioptric sl Sn Sa a 
Occultiag Light alternately showing for eight seconds and For C.earina — Wanduaiien Beak Evecrro 
suddenly disappearing for two seconds. It shows white Mase i nemo Pe —— — 
from S. 55° W. round by W. to N. 53° E., and red in shore 
of both these bearings as far as the land. The bearings 
are magnetie and taken from seawards. 

The light is elevated 152} feet above the level of the BEE Ema pee 
sea, and in clear weather it should be visible at a distance JOAN OAKEY SONS: 
of 19 nautical miles, —— MANU EACTURE RSOF~ F 
—— 








The tower is round, of iron, 91 feet high, with a total 
height from its base to the lantern vane of 120 feet. 

The tower is painted in black and white horizontal bands, 
and the dwellings and boundary wall white. 


— eee 
Approximate position—Latitude......N. 22° 66 80”, ua 
Longitude....E. 116° 28" 10°. 

By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 
DAVID M. HENDERSON, 


Engineer-in-Chief. 





ON, 


Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Engineer’s Office, 
Shanghai, 9th December, 1880. 


THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Punsons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions wil] dis- 
corer that by the use of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.”. The blood isthe fountain of life, and its purity can be 
msintained by the use of these Pills. 


IMENT For 
WASTING. 8c.) 


Srz SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” says, "I 
“ ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Faker that I waean 
“ Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many applicants, 
“towhom I served outa quantity of Holloway's Pills. ese are 
“ most usofal to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an undeniable effect. upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT, 


ta ® certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 

inds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, ecurin g skin 
diseases, and in arresting an subduing all inflammations. 

Mz. J.T. COOPER, x . —: 

in his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published in 
1871, seays—‘I had with mea quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. i 
“ gave some to the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; V A N L I S B R T HER 8, 
nnd {2 consequence, milk, fowls, etter, and horse-feed poured 

a Upon us, until at Jact a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 


“fowl and any quantity of peas, and the de and became so at N : B d 
“that I was obliged to lock * the small —— stock’ wii ~ O. LO 3 un ‘i 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1878, tfs Yokohama, January 4th, 1880. 


7 


And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


UMPTION 
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-SPECIALNUTRI 
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RESTORES DIGESTIVE POWER, STRENGTH, WEIGHT, &e. 


AVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LOND 


December 1880. 


awww! 1 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S . 


CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 


Hine Prise Medale, Paris, Vienne ond Philedeighia. 


PICKLES AND GAUCES, 


TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
+POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FARBSH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 

PREPARED SOUPS, Iv 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORE PIES, 

_ TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 


mer 
— ie kat fos oan Maser 
CAUTION. 
— — 


Goods should always be examined upon deliv 
detect any attempt at subetittion of arises of 


All genuine Crosse ¢ Blackwell 
the Lis, Corks end Capen oft Dt 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


——— ~ PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
BOHO BQUARDR, LONDON. 
— Oo 


July, | 1878. 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & CO. 


: 6, St PETER’S SQUARE, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


PERFUMERY, 


+ — for ar porelicegas Soy apaat past, is of the ve a English 
2 its purity aud great exo ce it has 
eb!..inod the followlag 
ee iON PRIZE MEDALS, 


my 6LONDON, 1662. PA 1:67. CURDOVA, 1872. L.IMA, 1878. 
VIEK cNA, isk VHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


4 GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 


ATKINSON'S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR & 
THE HANDKERCHIEF. J 
fa White Rose, Frangipanne. Ylacgylang, Stephanotis, J 
: Jockey Clab. Ess i Bouquet, Trevol, 

h Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Bouquet, 
\ and all other edours, of the finest quality only. 
ATKINSON’S 


GOLD MEDAL EAU | DES COLOGNE | 
strongly reeommended, being 
the German Kinds. 
ATKINSON'S 
‘ OLD BROWN WINDSOR SOAP, 
er ae er ton 


J —— and geperal articles of 
— obtained of all dealers throughoct ibe World, acl 
J. & BE. A TEIN SON 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W..: 
PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. 
CAUTION.—Meurs. J. & & E. ATKINSON wanefactare B 


Ai their articles of ene and the best quality enly. Purchecers ere V 
3 te eoaktertelts that each articla R 
> is labelled with the Grane Trate a“ Wine Rose” cae 
“ Golden 





SCOTTISH IMPERIAL - 
INSURANGE GOMPANY, 


Kor Fire & Life. 


MANCHESTER, | TRANSATLANTIC 
CONTRACTORS CIVIL ENGINEERS, aNp| Fire Insurance Company 
EXPORTERS OF HAMBURG. 
‘ oF ALL DESCRIPTIONS or C. ILLIES & CO., 
AOCOHINERY. _ Agents. 


Yokohama, 9th October, 1880. 


Sr 
THE BEST {REMEDY FOR INDIGESTION. 





Remady for indigestion, which t 


stm, 
CAMOMILE PILLS — — — Cy peed 


the cause of nearly all the diseases to wohich 
and beneficial, that it is with justict called 


“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful 


ander any circumstances, ond thousands 


the ** Natural Strengthener of the Humen Stomach." 


a. ncver-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 


derived their use, as they have am tila, cack, by all Medicine Vendors threxghoet the World. 


Sold in Bettes 0.18. 14d. 28-945 


November 11th, 1878. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
1— — ia 
—— 
now. Hanoysiut & Uo. — 
i PA a eS & eS: 
Limited. | Bnei Hr : 
32, Walbrook, London, HE tl g 
BRITANNIA IRON WORKS, DERBY: oS ef Be ifs 
* oO} = eed 55 $3 
Manufacture all kinds of — — r= 
| SMe et esd 
IRONWORK, 5. 2 aes 
| be 
Structural & Ornamental. ~ Eee 
BRIDGES of every. description. Girder Bridges. Arch a= 8 FREES 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. bu] St x EEoA 
"BE ara 


A H. & Co. make overy —— for Foreign Countries some 
¢ thousands of Tons 


| LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 
Illustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 
“ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 
in lar he ee B.d& C. 
with 1,800 designs. ( ) 


EMULSION 
MEDICINAL 
1o)¢) ee MOOR 


Weight. 


RYiAd. esti [4 SAVORYS (29 03 


SAVO 
BA: 
—— 
— 


143, NEW BOND 8T., LONDON, and of Che 


IN CONSUMPTION 


WASTING DISEASES 
Increases Strength and 





rr 
IMPROVES THE APPETITE 


— Baloony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. 
Gates. Btreet pean ee or ——— 
mp-pillars. Lamp-bracke indows. Casemen August 9. 1 
—e coer Fountains, Drinking Fountains ~ ge hie 
” Orestings. —* ‘Vases. Pedestals. 
‘Conservatories. Band-Stands. 








“SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES) 4. , 57 
‘12 Shapes and Sizes. 
[Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside & Co., Limited, ELLWOOD’S 
TON DON. * PATENT AIR CHAMBER : 
- “~ (HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 











JoserH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. | 
To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters 


2 Oe GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. and Wholesale only of 
; oo GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. J, ELLWOOD 7 SONS, 
” ace GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878. LONDON.» 


Beware of Useless Imitations. - 


MILD 
DINNEFORD'Saitaice 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
. BEST REMEDY FOR AOIDITY oe FOR crane USE 
— THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, IN WARM CLIMATES. 


HEADACHE, GOUT — ERED F 1 U D 
MAGNESIA. 


DINNEF oD, ‘Chemists And of Druggists Ag 4 —— throughout 


n.B. ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


~ April, 1880.. 





April 10, 1880. ly. 


| ; €& R le INT jot pT ed oo a. — * A inm-rrsy B lA 
8 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
BUGS RLE Ai HO’ Foxekone AND SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORA: 
THS, BEETLES THON. 
§ § j 9 oe 
Parp-uP CAPITAL ... ... «2 «.. $5,000,000. 
aud all other insects are destroyed by Reserve Funp... ... ... .. ... $1,600,000. 


KEATING’S INSEST POWDER, Head Office: HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 











which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. Chairman—The Hon. W. Keswick, Esq. 

In — — Beetles the succoss of this Powder is EY Ee ee 
extraordinary, and no one noed be troubled by those pests./ zp. Rolili . H. L. Dal 1 -- H. Hoppi . 
It is perfectly clean in application. Wilhele 2* — F. D. rr a ag oe W.8. hs ae : 

for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S H. de Courcy Forbes, Esq., 
POWD ER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in Chief Manager—THos Jacxson, Eeq. 
giving satisfaction. LONDON COMMITTEE. 
Soup By ALL Cuemists 1x Borries, 1/- & 2/6 each. A. H. Phillpots, Esq., Director of London and County Bank. 


E. F. Duncanson, Esq., of Messrs.T. A. Gibb & Co. 
Albert Deacon, Eaq., of Messrs. E. & A. Deacon. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, Bankers LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 








° SHANGHAI: 
pearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method M Ewex OC : 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL ——— aaa * 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. — 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. New York, London, — pegs — oochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
TESTIMONIAL. "  Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
: Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. YOKOHAMA BRANCH. : 
Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but m duty to inform you of the ree: On Mixed Deposits — herr — 
sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly : 4 
is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. — J ee 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms sila = : ieee is 
t me daring the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 Locat Bits Discounrep. 


yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect-| Oredits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
fully, ot Banking and Exchange business transacted. 

M. A. WALKER. Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 

Oircujar Notes 


India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and 
SoLp nr Borries, BY ALL CHEMISTS AND DRUGGISTS. issued for the use of ‘Travelers 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas frandulent| _Yok°bams. 25th August, 1880. 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy have been sold, I — a ie 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same Ole $4 | an nil 99 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a p 
liberal reward will bo paid.. 
April, 1880. A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


ESTABLISHED, 1865. ; 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


W. . The “J Ww — i 
WILDEN WORKS. on ak — ———— Literate andArt = Per 
annam, : Six mon : Three mon , 
STOURPORT EIN GLAND. FORTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is 
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YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, JANUARY 22up 1881. 
Jaraneuesr Ena 2541, Murat 14ta Yuan, lst Montn, 22up Day, 
Do-v6-BI. 


In the early days of Japan’s intercourse with the outer 
world Foreign Representatives had to deal with a Govern- 
ment which, though well advised of its inability to maintain 
a policy of seclusion, could not fail to foresee that each freah 
concession was another step towards its own downfall. It is 
easy to conceive that under such circumstances smooth pro- 
gress was not the most salient featare of diplomatic relations. 
Neither did the subsequent change of administration seem to 
promise much improvement, for it brought into power a 
party which had made the expulsion of the Barbarians its 
battle cry. Nevertheless we are. here to-day on a friendly 
footing ; we have leisure to think more about the price of 
silks and shirtings than the danger of riots or Ronins, and 
we have wellnigh forgotten the patience and skill that grap- 
pled with these embarrassments, as well as the forbearance 
and discrimination that rendered their solation possible. 

It is perhaps best on the whole that it should be so. At 
any rate those who were the chief actors in this drama could 
scarcely desire any phase more favorable to present peace 
than complete oblivion of the past. If they had once no 
choiee but to prefer force to reason ; if they were compelled 
sometimes to employ arguments so intolerant that the justice 
of their cnuse was seemingly obscured, to keep these records 
always open can certainly advance them little in the more 
moderate path now fortunately practicable ; nay, it is even 
conceivable that the impossibility of dissociating themselves 
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from theaction to which they were once constrained, may have 
subsequently proved a serious impediment to their useful 
achievements. 

Is it then neither politic or kind to persist in irritating these 
half-healed wounds ; to keep perpetually telling the Japanese 
that the men they now have to deal with are polite and plas- 
tic, but that those they shall presently have, are the same stern 
penetrating politicians whose ancongenial duty it once was to 
win concessions from the nation well-nigh fatal to its existence, 
and who are now watching to gain fresh advantages even at a 
like cost? We ask the Yokohama public to consider for a 
moment whether such language, even if it were true, is 
calculated either to advance British interests or to aid thos, 
whom it professes to laud. 


It is decidedly to be regretted that the evidence in the 
case of Clark ve. Bourne, reported in our colamns to-day, 
does not suffice clearly to establish or refute the charges 
made hy Mr. Bourne against the plaintiff. There can be 
no question that the auctioneer was honestly convinced 
of Mr. Clark’s ‘ knocker-out’ habits, bat whether his 
conviction was justified or not, we are unfortunately unalle 
tosay. At any rate the matteris one that concerns all the 
auctioneers of Yokohama, and we strongly counsel their 
most determined exertions to stamp out so fraudalent 
a practice, if it really does exist. It is very conceivable that 
in a small community like ours, collusions fatal to the interests 
of sellers aad agents alike might easily become common, and 
the time to attack them is before they have developed into 
profitable habits. 

Such combinations are not of course peculiar to Yoko- 
hama ; they exist at home as well, and everybody knows how 
completely the success of a sale is sometimes marred by the 
action of the furnitare-dealers. In England, however, the 
evil is of comparatively small moment. Competition deprives 
it of its worst features, and though men may contrive, by 
‘knock-out’ and . other cognate devices, to prevent an 
article from finding a profitable market, they cannot succeed 
in purchasing it for a merely nominal value. Bat in Japan 
the conditions are very different. We have no room in our 
small circle of business for such wheels within wheels. Al- 
ready a not unnatural aversion to bidding a friend up, makes a 
very apprecialle difference in the total proceeds of an auction, 
and if these deferential considerations are to be supple- 
mented by others of a more cogent character, we had 
better at once take steps to provide a monster lumber- 
room, where homewari-bounds may shoot their un- 
saleable rabbish, and then set a subscription on foot to 
compensate our auctioneers for their ruined prospects. 
Meanwhile, we cannot but think that Mr. Bourne might devise 
~ome more clever expedient for nullifying the actiun of these 
‘knocker-outs.’ It will never do to be taken into court at 
the suit of Dick, Tom or Harry, and: have one’s time 
squandered in disputing frivolous claims. Clearly the 
plaintiffs bid was illegally refused in the present case, and 
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though we sympathize with the spirit that dictated the 
refusal, and rejoice at the point of law which averted incon- 
venient consequences, we should like to see such risks 
provided against in the future. The matter is worthy of 
reflection and we commend it to the consideration of those 
concerned. 


Last Tuesday evening the Governor of Tokiyo and Mrs. 
Matsuda gave a banquet followed by a soirée to celebrate 
the New Year. There were present at the banquet their 
Imperial Highnesses the Princes Arisugawa, Fashimi, Hi- 
gashi-Fushimi, and Kita Shirazawa; their Excellencies 
Sanjo, Iwakara, Okuma, Kuroda, Yamagata, Kawamura, 
Saigo, Oki, Terashima, Inouye and Yamada, Messrs. Uyeno, 
Yoshikawa and Shioda; the Foreign Representatives and 
many ladies. The numbers invited to the soirée were six]. 
hundred and ninety-five Japanese, and one hundred and sixteen 
Foreigners, so that including the ladies—who were exception- 
ally numerous—there cannot have been less than nine 
hundred people present. 

The noble suite of apartments at the Yenriyokwan proved, 
however, thoroughly equal to the occasion, for except in the 
supper rooms and during the theatrical performance, | Regen 
there were no evidences of inconvenient crowding. Probably 
there were not a few present who have seldom the good 
fortane to visit Corinth, for surely, if it were not an un- 
savoury simile,’ we should be inclined to say that the spirit 
of Falstaff was abroad, and that the old knight's, ‘ mad wag,’ 
had he been there, could not have chosen but exclaim, ‘O 
monstrous, buat one half-pemnyworth of bread to this intoler- 
able deal of sack!’ Meanwhile, it is always pleasant to see 
pedple enjoying themselves and none are greater adepts id 
the art than the Japanese. They seem to have a happy 
~ knack of forgetting everything that is irksome to remembet 


At the conclusion of the theatricals dancing was com- 
menced and kept up till about one o'clock, when a special 
train carried off the Yokohama guests. We append a copy 
of the programme which was handed to each guest on his 
arrival :— : 

Acr I. 
THE PULLING OF THE PINE SAPLINGS. 

Temp. A.D. 1467-69. 

Deawarts Persons. 
THE REGENT, Yoshimassa .........00.....0008 
FUJI NO KATA, the — 

—— Ivari Hausmo. 

UMETZ KAM assals of Onore Kixvaoro, 
KASHIWAGI “EMON — IcHIKAWA SADANJI. 


The Pine tree (Mats — foliage and stur- 
ats no rom 

— a 6 of 
fi eck flier hte hod —— 8 6 tps of 


Sec oceasions of congratulation, and 
3 ly at the New Year, when Mas on 


ho fy tok 


the country and exposed for sale in 

worthy of prexaiaion to"the Gade of than — 
ir AP tte , * 
have bos contaminated by in the marts; and on this 
account @ visit to the moors or 


SCENE. 
The country residence of Yoshimasa (eighth. 
Regents, one ot Jip 1's most renowned dilettan 
an enth patron of the Cha-no-yu or Tea Ceremoniala). 
—*⁊Tx with his Ftavorie wife, eft wo — = -his 
Umets Kashiwagi, the Regent performs 
pees SP up pine — and offering them to the —— 
ear wi music, and — cic other 


and giving themselves up body and soul to the influence of | wANZAI TAYU, ‘Chlef of the Waits............Bawno Kaxrrs. 
the pleasures provided for them. Our own capabilities in BAIZO, Bottoon . -Icoixawa Kopaxs1. 


‘this direction are, we fear, by no means equally well develop- 


ed. It is conceivable indeed that some men should be wil-| formonet ormance by strolling 
ling ¢o éxchange portions of their garments for fragments of work in — Taiyu, 


execration, when the vista of a well-stocked supper-table | aise 


tins beyond the throng they straggle through, but that gentlb [Je * 


dames ‘and diminutive elderly gentlemen shoald cheerfully] 


consent to become permanent wedges in a crowd of the highest low. 
possible specific gravity, merely for the sake of determining The residbnice of Fokutonl 


whether intense gazing can render a stratam of human bodies 


sufficiently diaphanous to transmit the image of Danjuro’s| £° 


dancing and Kodanji’s mummery, is a very incomprehensible 
phase of sentiment. As for the foreign guests—or rather 
those of them who were sufficiently fortunate to get 
within sight of the stage —-they did not find much to 
interest them in the theatricals, There was no sustainell 
plot in any of the pieces performed. Very gorgeons dresses 
and very accomplished dancing—of its kind—consiitated 
the whole representation, and we did not observe any deliri- 
ous excitement among the European spectators at all com- 
mensurate with that displayed by a Japanese gentleman, who 
clambered up a superb lacquered screen, and sat on the top 
rapping out an accompaniment with his heels to the paces 
and poses his post of vantage made visible. 

For the first time on any similar occasion we observed that 
Japanese ladies were present in considerably greater numbers 
than Foreign, and we also observed—not without thanksgiving 
—that there was even less disposition than usual to ape the 
European styleof dressing. Apart from the fact that her 
country's fashions become a Japunese woman much better than 
ours, we heartily hope for her own sake as well as her hus- 
band’s that she may long be a stranger to the expensive and 
unnatural modes of westérn millinery, 
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ARGUMENT. 


ae avabal character. 


tions &o. . Two Mansai — of Mikawa arrive and 
performance, 


Aor IIL 
THE ANCIENT PINE OF THE MOUNTAIN PATH. 
Temp. A.D. 1688-1704. 
DaeamaTis PERSON, 
KINOKUNIYA BUNZAYEMON, a mer- Icmmawa DAnsvno. 


Chant Of Ved ..c.cccccccccsscccsscscccrccecesceee 
KIKAKUO, a poet..... wesscecabenne -oe-ONOYE KIKUGORO. 
BUNZAN, a painter . — ACHIKAWA SADANSI. 


ARGUMENT. 

In the latter half of the seventeenth there lived in Yodo 
@ timber mevhant of — wealth called Kinokuniya Bunzayemon, 
His private residence, wa deepen ser ees — ——— occupied the whole of 
the third ward (60 houses) at ; @ large number of 
mat-makers were constantly employed upon his premises Sor the pur- 
pose of renewing the tatami in the recep rooms so that a tirgin 
floor should always be in readiness for cach new cisitur, and instead 
of the beans usually strewn at the New Year to drive out evil 
spirits, he is said to have scattered gold pieces broadcast « i 
people. ‘hese and other traditions have conspired to make 
peniular Cresus, and to this day the name of the sadbermerelant 
Aibun isa synonym for prosperity and predigality. igs pth 
passed the clusing years of hit life in a tate of ury, and died 
1735) in a hovel near the gate of the temple of Hachiman at Fuka- 
gawa. A at his most intimate friends in the days of his pro- 
sperity were the poo Kikaky and the renowned painter Bunzan, 


SCENE. 
A New Year's Banquet at the house of Kinokuniya Bunzayemon. 
The t with his friends, Kikaku and Bunsan, amuse them- 
selves by acting the story of Shikwo (She Huang), Emperor of China 


(B.C, 250), who being overtaken bya furious storm of wind and 
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rain when crossing a mountain, found sheltor under an old Pine 
hy the way-side, and in his gratitude conferred upon the Pine the 
first rank amongst trees. 





Ichikawa Danjuro, who performed the réle of Kibun, the 
wealthy timber-merchant, in the private theatricals at the 
Yenriyokwan on ‘Tuesday last, is without doubt the most po- 
pular actor that has ever appeared on the Japanese stage. 
Something of his exceptional success is perhaps due to the 
improved social status his class has attained since the over- 
throw of the feudal system brought the ancient aristocracy 
into such sudden contact with the much despised rabble-rout 
of farmers, tradespeople and mechanics. Now that Princes 
of the Blood count themselves happy to witness his perform- 
ance, and the leading journals of his country gladly devote 
columns to the discussion of his capabilities, the actor’s life 
is very different from what it was in the days when Pariahs 
were his comrades, and none but a prolétaire might endure the 
contamination of visiting a theatre. Still under any ciream- 
stances Danjuro could not have failed to win unwonted re- 
pute. He stands head and shoulders above any of his fellows, 
though amongst them are men of no mean histrionic skill. 
To a foreigner the chief charms of his style are a quiet force, 
an intensity of passion that never seems to be simulated but 
rather to chafe against the restraints opposed to its display 
by a disposition natarally self-contained and undemonstrative, 
and a pathos resemlling the natural outcome of recorded 
sorrows rather than a mask of passing pain. 

Danjaro’s career has not indeed been one of the happiest 
so far at least as pecuniary success is concerned. For nine 
generations his family has made the stage its career, and 
each generation bequeathed an increased weight of debt to its 
successor, Moreover Danjuro himself was persuaded in an 
evil moment to become the lessee of a theatre at Kanasagi iv 
Tokiyo, and his period of management resulted so disastrously 
that he has been obliged ever since to mortgage his talents, 
and now receives only a paltry pittance each month, the chief 
part of his legitimate gains goiug to the lessee of the Shinto- 
mira theatre, who in retarn has taken upon himself the actor's 
liabilities. These gains would not however under any cir- 
camstances bear comparison with those of Western celebrities. 
In Japan a first-class actor receives about five hundred yen 
for each piece put upon the stage, and also a small percent- 
tage of the daily profits, but the money accruing from this 
latter source barely suffices to defray incidental expenses. 
Exceptional success of course give a claim to a corresponding 
gratuity, but the number of yearly performances being only 
four—one at each season—the actor’s annual emoluments do 
not much exceed two thousand yen. In addition to this, how- 
ever, he receives presents in kind and coin from his admirers, 
and this largess sometimes exceeds the amount of his regular 
gains. On the other hand his wardrobe absorbs sums far 
largerin proportion than those similarly expended by his Ea- 
ropean confréres, for though the theatre itself is not backward 
in such matters, it is almost a point of honor with the greater 
stars Lo dazzle their audience from time to time by some 
exceptionnl display of finery. This habit may save the 
lessee’s pocket and tickle the spectators’ fancies, but it cer- 
tainly leads at times to curious historical anomalies, as for 
exaniple when the role of a prince, contemporary with VWil- 
liam Rafus, is performed by an actor dressed in spangled 
velvet, while a Chinese Emperor, who flourished about the 
time of the first Punic War, comes upon the stage in a 
surcoat of resplendent brocade. Indeed the matter of dress is 
carried to an extent strangely inconsistent with the scenery 
and other stage accessories of a Japanese theatre. This is 
no doubt partly because the audience never for a moment 
expects to he deluded into a belief in the reality of the spec- 
tacle. It is not averse to anything that stirs emotions and is 
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ready to sympathize most thoroughly with all the mirth or 

pathos of what it sees—so thoroughly in trath that we 

once saw five policemen on duty at Shintomiza, sobbing in 
concert as some Brutus of Yoritomo’s time stabbed his 
child to save its honor—but it demands no entirety of 
delusion. It will not complain if the invisibility of at- 
tendants who shift scenes, help decapitated corpses to 
disappear and perform sundry other simulative fanctions, 
depends on nothing more than the black veils they wear, nei- 
ther will it cavil at cotton waves and a tin moon, but it does 
expect the nearest possible approach to reality in each several 
unit of the cast, and. neither in dress nor demeanour will it 
endure anything unbecoming the ideals tradition has sanc- 
tioned. This, we say, is one reason, bat another and more 
potent one is, that while the scencry and stage furniture are 
the property of the theatre and receive little attention, the 
wardrobe belongs to men who make a very comfortable live- 
lihood by hiring it out to managers at each representation. 
No sooner is a piece fixed upon, than those who possess the 
requisite costumes determine among themselves not to lend 
them at less than a certain price, and the lessees of theatres 
lead such a hand-to-mouth existence that they have no power 
to resist this extortion, The result is that these wardrobe 
farmers realize sixty or seventy per cent on their oatlay each 
year, and a popular actor. generally plays into their hands by 
refasing to appear in any bat the most magnificent costame 
their magazines can provide. 

Altogether the system of theatrical management in J. apan 
is deplorably defective. The capitalist and the lessee are in- 
variably distinct persons. The latter has a license granted 
to his ancestors one or perhaps two centaries ago—a license 
which .is now so much waste paper since the Government will 
confer a like privilege on any applicant—while the former 
has a achedale of debts against the theatre ; debts contracted, 
some in the present, some in a past generation, but amount- 
ing in the aggregate to a sum tho lessec can never hope to 
liquidate. At each representation the capitalist provides 
money sufficient to defray the actors’ honoraria and the 
carrent expenses. This amount, together with fifty per cent 
interest, he dedacts from the takings, and his claim is given 
precedence over all others. To check false retarns, he 
employs one or two agents, who are present during the per- 
formance and make a rough estimate of the door mouey by 
counting the namber of occupied stalls, boxes, &c. Each 
evening the accounts are balanced and the capitalist receives 
his proportion. Should it happen—as it often does—that 
the sum advanced is paid off before the end of a ‘run,’ there 
still remains the long catalogue of hereditary liabilities, and 
these too have to be defrayed in similar fashion. Anything 
like success under such conditions is plainly impossible, for, 
the unhappy lessees can never afford to be enterprising, seeing 
that they can get no remedy against this consumption of the 
purse, which ‘borrowing only lingers and lingers oat, 
but the disease is incurable.’ 

The actors also in-the main are miserably poor. Many of 
them, like Danjuro, are dragged down by a bequeathed 
incubus, but few lead a life of such quict economy as he does. 
They are idolized by the female portion of their audience, espe- 
cially by the Geisha, and one of these latter merry little lasses, 
spends her savings in providing a feast for Sadanji or Tosho more 
gladly than she receives a present worth twice as much from a 
blue-blooded aristocrat. Like begets like, or in the words of the 
much more expressive Japanese proverb, ‘ midz-gokoro areba 
uwo-gokoro ari.’ Men who could be deterred from recipro- 
eating such attentions by any paltry pecuniary considerations, 
were more than mortal, and it is not at all surprising that the 
agents of the wardrobe farmers, when recovering their 
employers’ property euch evening as is their wout, should 
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sometimes be obliged to rob shivering tragedians of wadded 
‘frippery they would fain apply to purposes more homely than 
histrionic. 

There is a certain pride of caste too in the Japanese actor. 
He cannot be mean for mere money's sake, and he is often 
lavish from motives even more than romantic. Here is gn 
example. A short time ago Danjaro’s house was broken 
into, and a quantity of wearing apparel, household utensils, 
&c. stolen. The burglars were subsequently arrested, some 
in Tokiyo, some in Yokohama, and the greater portion of the 
lost property was traced. But according to the actor’s creed 
sach things were no longer serviceable. A coat that had 
covered a thief’s back, or a pipe-case that had been hanging at 
his girdle, might not be used by an honest man, so poor proud 
Danjuro sold his recovered garments and chattels, and present- 
ed the sixty yen realized by the sale to the almshouse at 
Uyeno. He will probably find more admirers than 
imitators amongst the shrewd folk of these enlightened times. 





“The Dagblad has reprodaced a leading article from the 
Japan Herald defending the conduct of the Datch Minister, 
Chevalier Wttewaal van Stoetwegen, who had communicated 
to that joarnal the treaty proposals which had been entrusted 
to him by the Japanese Government. We should have 
preferred not to allude to this delicate matter, but since a 
Dutch paper has, without protest, reproduced an article in 
which the act of our Minister-Resident is represented as 
commendable and worthy of imitation, it becomes our duty 
to give our own views in the matter. The Japan Herald 
(to whom the docaments had been communicated) alone 
defended the diplomat; the other newspapers condemned 
his action. The Chevalier van Stoetwegen was not an 
employé of an English newspaper at Yokohama, bat the 
_ servant of the Dutch Government, and as such he was 
entrusted by the Japanese Government with the documents 
in question, and as such it behoved him to maintain their secrecy. 
Art. 8 of the Royal Decree of the 12th of April, 1877, 
regulating the diplomatic service, prescribes to the diplomatic 
agents that they shall not publish any documents which have 
been entrusted to them, or which belong to their archives, 
without the express authority of the King.”"—New Rotterdam 
Gazette. : 

Mo ean most heartily sympathize with Mr. de Stoetwegen 
in this affair. If ever a client’s interests were compromised 
by his advocate's giddiness, the aufortanate Chevalier’s case is 
an instance, and it is probable that hereafterthe mere vision 
of a printed colamn will suggest to him this bitter reflection, 
‘non Moria, sed Pallas.’ 

A report has been lately current in this settlement—and 
indecd amongst the Japanese in Tokiyo also—to the effect 
that the Japanese Foreign office has requested Admiral Les- 
sofisky to move the proper authorities, with a view to the 
reddition of the land held by Russia at Inasa-ura, on the op- 
posite side of the bay from Nagasaki. We need scarcely say 
that this rumour is entirely untrue. No official communica- 
tion whatever has taken place on this subject since the Ad- 
wiral’s arrival in Japan, nor is it at all probuble that if the 
Forcign Office desired to take action in the affair, it woul 
ignore the presence of the Russian Minister, and address its 
comm«enication to a naval «officer whose functions are confined 
to the management of his fleet, and who is in possession of 
no authority to discuss such questions. 

As for the land under consideration, its occupation by 
Russia was sanctioned ander the Bakufu administration 
without any definite limit of time, indeed, but not of course 
as a pcrimanency. It is withont the boundary of the Foreign 
Concession, but the cirenmstauces of its occupation bring it 


Google 


within the range of the same considerations as those that 
obtain in the case of Legation or Consular sites. So long 
therefore as Russia has need of it for peacefal purposes, we 
cannot see why Japan should require its reddition, and we 
may also suggest that in the event of war between Russia 
and China, the former power would scarcely be likely to 
compromise Japan by a witting abuse of privileges conceded 
in a season of mutual good faith. 





A meeting of the Nippon Race Club was held on Wed- 
nesday last at H. B. M. Legation. M. de Roquette and 
Dr. Wheeler were appointed to the permanent Committee in 
the places of M. de Balloy and Mr. de Stoetwegen, so that 
the Committee will consist of the two former gentlemen with 
Messrs. Walter, Kirkwood, Middleton and probably Messrs, 
Saigo, Matsumara, Okochi, Katsu Inouye and Oyama. Mr. 
Kingdon remains Clerk of the Couse, and Mr. J. Walter un- 
dertakes the duties of Treasurer and Secretary pro tem. 


His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs started 
for Atami in the Africa on the morning of the 21st. He 
was accompanied by Madame and Miss Inouye, Mr. Mayeda, 
and several other Japanese gentlemen. Their Excellencies 
Ito and Okuma are already at Atami,'so that this Ministerial 
‘ outing ° does not seem to be entirely a matter of pleasure. 





It is in contemplation to erect at Yama-no-shita, Tokiyo, 
on the site of the present Museam of Antiquities (Hakabuts- 
kwan), a suite of apartments which will take the place of the 
Yenriyokwan on occasions of public entertainments. The 
building will be called the ‘ Reception Hall’ (Shotaijo) end 
the funds for its construction—fifty to sixty thousand dollars 
—have been subscribed by the various Departments. Brick 
will be the material employed, and it is proposed to com- 
mence the work at once, so that it may be finished during 
the current year. 

Probably the Reception Hall, when not otherwise em- 
ployed, may be made to serve the purposes of a club for 
Government officials. If s0.it will confer no small benefit on 
Tokiyo, for the city at present possesses nothing that can 
properly be termed a club, and the sooner the Japanese are 
provided with this most convenient of all institutions, the 
better. 





Mr. Ho-i Chang, Minister for China, whose term of office 
has just expired, is, we understand, to be replaced by Mr. 
Ho-ti Ching Cheng, a Compiler of the Imperial Treasury. 

The news from home grows daily more disquieting. Those 
who had any intimate knowledge of Ireland's trae condition, 
or who had taken any pains to decipher the signs furnished 
by her recent history, mast have understood that the old sore 
had begun to fester hopelessly, and that its sucessful treat- 
ment was no longer within the reach of temporary palliatives. 
Yet none the less astounding is the reality now that it has 
become unmistakably apparent. We were prepared for tur- 
bulence, rioting, assassination, and perhaps a partial repeti- 
tion of ninety-eight’s horrors, but we were not prepared to 
sce the Governmentquietly superseded and its place taken by a 
Inul.3s mob, displaying at the same time a most anomalons 
appreciation of legal forms. In the presence of such a mise 
chief all are agreed that something must be done, but what 
shape that something should assume, is still a vexed question ; 
and it does certainly seem an evil inseparable from our poli- 
tical system that a great crisis like the present, instead of 
reconciling party schisms, serves rather as an occasion for 
their more intensified display. While Conservatives are 
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counselling coercion and Liberals clemency, Irish society is 
falling to pieces, and confusion may ultimately result not less 
dificult of adjustment than Psyche’s inextricable grain heaps. 
For our own part we are fully persuaded that under whatever 
aspect this Hydra-headed Hibernianism displays itself, 
whether as a Fenian, a Land-leaguer, a Whiteboy, a Home- 
ruler or a Ribbonman, the spirit inspiring it is unvariable. 
Commercial adventurers or ambitious politicians may mould 
it {nto seemingly dissimilar forms to suit their several aims, 
but the root from which all this disaffection really springs, is 
the incompatibility that exists between the social condition 
of Ireland and the system of land tenure established by 
English law. 

At the same time we cannot endorse Colonel Gordon’s ver- 
dict that a gulf of antipathy exists between the people of 
Connaught and their landlords. Nobody has ever pretended 
that an Irishman is utterly beyond the influences of sympathy 
and benevolence. On the contrary the blindest and most 
unwavering affection ever begotten by gratitude has always 
been a conspicuous element of his character, and it can scarce- 
h be that he #0 bitterly hates the men to whom he only ren- 
ders a tithe of their dues, and who yet leave him undisturbed 
year after year rather than resort to anything harsher than 
remonstrance. Such cases are by no means the exception. 
We could easily name more than one landed proprietor within 
a comparatively small area, and that in this very Connaught, 
whose income is now reduced to a mere fraction of its original 
dimensions, while not a single eviction or distress has taken 
place upon his estate during the present century. Evil, how- 
ever, has‘an unfortunate faculty of making itself more pro- 
minent than good, and it is not unnatural that a stranger, 
visiting Ireland, should busy himself rather with the people's 
grievances than their landlords’ losses. 

On the whole this agitation is not without consolatory fea- 
tures. It must have come sooner or later, and it might have 
comein a very different guise; a guise that would necessarily have 
evoked the bullet and the bayonet, leaving to the vanquished 
a fresh inheritance of hatred and to the victors an added rea- 
son for intulerance. Now, on the contrary, it appears at 
last to have been borne in upon the English nation that Ire- 
land has something to complain of, however intemperate 
her mode of remonstrance, and if there be any wisdom in our 
law-givers, we may reasonably hope for some more healing 
device than those perfunctory measures which have hitherto 
seemed to check the growth of agrarianism, while in reality 
pruning it into fresh vigour. , 





It may be very true that the number of British troops now 
stationed in Ireland exceeds the force which held its ground 
for six hours at the old fort of Inkermann against the attack 
of forty thousand Russians, but how this circumstance betrays 
any ‘state of alarm,’ on the part of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, wo are quite unable to understand. If the trath were 
known it would probably be found that the late reinforcements 
Were the result of applications from officers commanding 
garrisons, and were not on any single occasion despatched at 
the instance of Mr. Gladstone or his colleagues. This may 
sound strange, but as a matter of fact the duties devolving 
upon troops under conditions such as those that now obtain 
in Ireland, require for their efficient performance n force out 
of all proportion to that needed for actual fighting purposes. 
During the Fenian agitation of 1865-6 for example, a Battery 
of Horse Artillery stationed at Portobello Barracks, Dublin, 
received orders to hold three guns in readiness to turn out at 
* moment's notice. This was a simple measure of precau- 
tion. That field guns would be really required was in the 
lant degree improbable, and assuredly there was no reason 
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then to dread the issuc of an outbreak, but only a desire 
to deter the people from such an act of futile madness. 
Yet to carry out these directions, it was necessary for three 
subdivisions of the battery to be on picquet every second 
night, the men in uniform and the horses in complete harness, 
while the other three were not in much easier plight, for 
though the gunners might take off their tunics, they were 
forbidden to remove their boots, and the horses were only 
relieved by the exchange of head-stalls for bridles. The best 
troops in the world cannot stand this sort of thing long. 
Probably in sending additional regiments to Ireland the 
Government has only yielded to the repeated representations 
of commanding officers, and we have no hesitation in saying 
that if a rebellion really broke out, and if the area of 
action were thus to a certsin extent defined, the forces would 
suffer far leas than they do at present, and their strength 
might even be reduced without risk. 

Dr. Willis’ many friends will be glad to hear that he is 
expected to arrive in Japan about July next. During the 
interval between his arrival and Dr. Manning’s departure, 
Dr. Baels has, we understand, undertaken to discharge the 
duties of medical adviser to H. B. M. Legation. 

Two veins of crystal, one colorless and the other purple, 
are said to have been lately discovered, the first at the hill 
Uchickabuto near the village of Chiyoda in Kai, and the second 
at Namadz-no-uye in the prefecture of Miyagi. The quality of 
the mineral is very highly spoken of in both cases and a spe- 
cimen, some six inches in diameter, has been submitted for 
inspection. 

Japanese crystal, though by no means inferior to Chinese, 
has never been a favorite material with the native lapidary. 
Those beautiful vases, delicately chiselled Libation Cups and 
bottles with characters carved as if by magic on their inner 
surfaces, are tours de force which the Japanese thoroughly 
appreciate bat do not care to imitate. Indeed the fashion 
of their works in this class very aptly illustrates the diver- 
gency of the two nations’ art instincts. The Chinese, patient 
and laborious, courting technical difficulties merely for the 
sake of overcoming them, is content to borrow his inspirations 
from his material, and will set to work on a piece of jade or 
agate with only the radest preliminary conception of the lines 
he proposes to follow. As he proceeds, however, some vein of 
colouror, it may be, some blemish in the mineral, suggests a leaf 
or aninsect, aud he is sufficiently happy, if in the issue, he has 
made the most of his object’s capabilities even at the total 
sacrifice of originality. The Japanese artist on the contrary 
will never if possible suffer his ideas to become subservient to 
his material. Many of his apperently quaintest conceptions 
may be nothing more than modified couventionalities, and 
like his celestial confrére, much of his seeming genius may be 
only versatile dexterity, bat inevery case he has from the 
first a fancy to be developed, and keeping this always in 
sight, he happily avoids the laboured effect which some of the 
most careful Chinese productions exhibit. It is not probable 
that in these days of depreciated currency and high prices 
men can afford to follow a trade so anproductive as crystal 
cutting, and for the rest the material is uot capable of largo 
results, yet hearing of these newly discovered veins, we are 
involantarily remindel of an art that floarished in times of 
limitless patronage aud of exquisite objects this sonlid strag- 
gle for civilized existence furbids us to reproduce. 





We regret to learn that H. I. M.S. Fusohkwan has been 
attacked by that most fatal foe to ironclads—palvanic action. 
The mischicf is not, however, very formidable, It is as 
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yet confined to the forepart of the ship, and this immunity of 
the regions generally most vulnerable justifies a hope that 
prompt measures may avert any grave results. 





A telegram received from Yezo on the 21st inst., reports a 
snow-fall of about five feet on the level and from ten to 
twenty feet drifts. Some of the cuttings on the Sapporo and 
Otaru Railway are completely filled, and the trains have only 
been kept running by the most strenuous exertions. 
Considering the nature of the track and the rolling stock, it 
seems very creditable that no interruption has taken place, 
but we fancy the officials in charge must bitterly regret their 
want of foresight in refusing to carry out their chief engineer’s 
suggestions as to fencing and shedding. It is too late to 
prevent the mischief now, but it is none the less imperative 
to keep faith with the public, for the pack-horses and other 
means of transit that formerly existed between Otaru and 
Sapporo have almost entitely disappeared since the opening 
of the railway, and any lengthy stoppage of traffic on the 
latter would no doubt prove a serious inconvenience. 





Perhaps one of the clearest evidences of the increasing 
interest taken by Russia in her relations with Japan may 
be found in the erection, after so many years have elapsed, 
of a fitting Consulate, on the ground allotted for the pur- 
pose, next the English Consulate. The building comprises 
the necessary Consular offices &c., and a dwelling house. 
Barring an inevitably new appearance, which time and our 
climate will soon remedy, there is a happy combination of 
elegance and strength about it which reflects much credit 
on the architect, who, we understand, was formerly a well- 
known Yokohama resident, Mr. Smedicvy. A number of 
Russian men-of-war sailors were hard at work yesterday, 
raising a most substantial flagstaff, from which we may 
soon expect to see the Imperial flag floating, as the building 
is ready for occupation. 

The National Agricultaral and Industrial Exhibition in 
the Park at Uyeno, will be opened on the 1st March. The 
building was commenced the year before last and is now 
nearly completed, some details of internal arrangement, such 
as the fitting of specimen cases, &c., only remaining to be ex- 
ecuted. 

The object of the Exhibition—which is under the patron- 
age of H. I. H. Prince Kita Shirakawa—is to promote agri- 
cultaral and manufacturing industries, as well as to extend 
commercial intercourse. The exhibits will be restricted to 
articles of native manufacture and prodace, such as silk, tea, 
porcelain, lacquer-ware, manufactured stuffs, machinery, farni- 
tare, &c.; and as the spirit of competition called forth by 
the prospect has induced artisans and producers to pnt forth 
their utmost skill, we may predict a result well worthy the 
attention of all those commercially connected with Japan. 
The exhibits will be themselves saleable, or will serve as 
specimens for those desiring to order similar goods, and for 
the greater convenience of visitors, it is proposed to label 
every article distinctly in Japanese and English, while 
a number of competent interpreters will also be in at- 
tendance, The Exhibition may therefore be justly described 
as a market for bringing native produce within reach of those 


who are prevented from visiting the interior of the country | 


themselves. 

The grounls are to be laid out with care, abundantly 
planted and provided with two foantains after models purely 
Japanese. They are divided into two portions Ly a handsome 
clock tower. In the first pact stand four buildings, two 

on either side, those on the rigat being destined for exhibits 
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from the Eastern provinces, and those on the left for 
exhibits from the West. Beyoud the clock-tower are 
four similar structures, two on the right for horticultaral 
and agricultaral specimens, and two on the left for machinery. 
In the middle at the far end stands a brick building with 
stone facades, graceful baloonies and other attractive fea- 
tures, while behind it is a Zoological museum. The brick 
building will be employed for fine art exhibits, but its 
ultimate purpose is to receive the antiquities now contained 
in the maseum at Yama-no-shita. The water for the fountains 
and also for an artificial pond which stands in the middle of 
the pleasure grounds, is conducted in wooden pipes from the 
river Chika, some miles distant. Arrangements have been 
made for lighting the buildings and grounds at night with 
gas, 80 that the place cannot fail to prove a most attractive 
resort in the cool summer evenings. 

The removal of articles purchased at the Exhibition will 
not, of course, be permitted before the closing ceremony, but 
for the convenience of intending purchasers, bazaars will be 
established outside, where specimens will be immediately 
procurable. , 


We have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of The Ja- 
pan Directory for the current year, published by the proprie- 
tors of the Japan Gazette. The present volume is infinitely 
superior to any of its predecessors, and too much praise can 
hardly be awarded to it for the amount of usefal information 
it contains, no less than the evident care bestowed upon its 
compilation. This, combined with the capital style in which 
the Directory is printed and bound, will doubtless recommend 
it as a most invaluable book of reference both for mercantile 
firms and private residences. A well-executed and minutely 
detailed map of the Settlement and Bluff is not one of the least 
useful items in this excellent work. 

According to the latest accounts from Nagasaki, Admiral 
Lessoffsky’s recovery is nearly complete. His arrival in 
Yokohama may be looked for about the middle of next 
month. 





The number of steamers plying between Ozaka and the 
provinces on the western coast is said to have increased with- 
in the last few months from thirty eight to seventy six, ao 
although the facilities for passage and freight are no doubt 
largely improved, we may anticipate a proportionate addition 
to the tale of disasters we are so often called on to record. 


We learn with much pleasure that the latest news from 
China is of a decidedly pacific character. 


We notice that by an Imperial decree of the 19th instant, 
Kitagaki Kunimichi, lately Governor of the Kochi prefec- 
ture, has been appointed Governor of Kiyoto in lieu of Mr. 
Masaura, who becomes Senator of the first grade. 











JAPANESE COURTS. 

| the present interval between the communication of 

the Japanese proposals for revision of the Treaties 
aud the negotiations to that end, it is not inopportune, 
wit reference to the question of jurisdiction, to notice a 
paper bearing closely on the subject from the pen of so 
learned a writer as Sir ‘I'ravers ‘I'wiss. A paper under 
the title of ‘ Consular Jurisdiction in the Levant, and the 
Status of Foreigners in the Ottoman Law Courts,’ was 
read by the eminent Jurist above-named before the Con- 
ference, held last autumn at Berne, of the ‘ Association 
for the Reform and Codification of the Law of Nations.’ 


Jan. 22, 1881.] THE JAPAN 
It suggests some reflections of considerable interest to 
those among us in Japan who have given any thought to 
this subject; and our views may be sensibly enlarged by 
regarding the aspect in which the same questions that 
agitate us here present themselves elsewhere. 

The reading of the paper at Berne gave rise to a dis- 
cussion, in the course of which the case of Japan received 
a large share of attention, being adequately treated by 
gentlemen whose opportunities enabled them to speak 
with authority. It is not however intended to repeat here 
what was said on that occasion, but to draw attention to 
some of those points of comparison—or rather (to borrow 
an expression from one of the speakers) points of contrast 
—which a perusal of Sir Travers Twiss’ paper suggests 
between the aspect of the case in Turkey and in Japan. 

Before entering upon the more practical of these points, 
there is one difference meeting us at the outset in the 
origin of Consular Jurisdiction here and in the Levant 
which must not pass unnoticed. Its origin in the Medi- 
terranean was historical: we need not enter into that: 
those of our readers who are curious in such matters have 
before now had abundant opportunity of informing them- 
selves as to the not uninteresting history of the growth of 
the system. We only wish now to point to an observation 
made in connection with the fact in the paper before us, 
to the effect that it should not be forgotten in dealing with 
the question of the Turkish ‘ Capitulations,’ as they are 
termed, that ‘‘ they ought never to be spoken of nor re- 
garded as badges of inferiority on the part of the Orien- 
tal nations. They were, on the contrary, rather favours 
or concessions on their part to the nations of the West.” 

The origin of the jurisdiction assumed by the Western 
nations in Japan was very different: it had no histori- 
cal growth; it sprang into existence full-grown, not as 
the result of favour or willing concession on the one 
side, but under the tacit dictation of superior power on 
the other. This consideration might naturally be ex- 
pected to afford an explanation of the restlessness exhi- 
bited by the Japanese under conditions similar to those 
which in Turkey and elsewhere are submitted to with 
the resignation due to the inevitable. And there would 
no doubt be truth in this. But a fuller explanation 
is to be found lying deeper down: apart from the obvious 
contrast between the apathy of the Turk or the Chinese 
and the restlessness and progressive ambition of the Ja- 
panese character—though this too is an element of import- 
ance—apart from all this and more potent is the con- 
sciousuess of the Japanese people of their own feelings, of 
their own mental attitude towards the outside world. At 
the time the country was opened and the first Treaties 
made, the rulers and people of Japan viewed foreigners no 
doubt just as Turks and Chinese view them now; but the 
secret lies in this, that the mind and spirit of Japan has 
passed under a revolution: and the rulers and people 
alike are conscious of the prodigious subjective change 
they have undergone, conscious of having buried those 
feelings and conditions of mind the existence of which 
once justified the restraints put upon them: and they 
claim to have this mighty transformation recognized and 
acted upon—and the result is the irksomeness with which 
we see the continued existence of those restraints to be 
borne. 

This difference of disposition towards the outside wor!d 
is fundamental: all the more important points of contrast 
grow out of it. The difference itself may be accounted for 
in a variety of ways; but the principal key to the ques- 
tion as regards Turkey and Japan lies where the key to 
many another national problem is to be looked for—in the 
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character of the religions of the two peoples. This most 
fruitful distinction is suggested, and in this case explicitly 
suggested by the writer himself, in the paper before us. 
Buddhism, he points out, is a tolerant religion, not essen- 
tially hostile to Christianity, nor raising any insuperable 
barrier against a community of law with the Christian 
nations of the West. ‘The religion of Mahomet, on the 
other hand,’ he says, ‘is exceptional; for the Koran is 
not only a code of morality but a code of International 
law which prohibits all relations of equality and recipro- 
city between the House of Islam and the nations of the 
Unbelievers, and allows the state of of war between the 
Faithful and those who do not acknowledge the Divine 
Mission of Mahomet to be suspended indeed by Treaty 
engagements, but never to be converted, into a normal 
state of permanent peace.’ He adds that ‘This is a 
speciality of the Oriental question which is not to be 
overlooked in our examination of the different groups of 
nations with whom the Christian States of Europe have 
treaties on the subject of Consular Jurisdiction.’ But, 
his present purpose being confined to dealing with certain 
incidents of the jurisdiction of the Ottoman empire, and 
the present working of the judicial institutions of that 
empire itself, he does not touch on the other side of the 
picture-—the result of the absence of Mahomedan intoler- 
ance—but directs attention to some of the consequences 
of its presence. It will not be difficult for us to draw the 
moral. 

In the front must be placed the general attitude of hos- 
tility towards aliens in faith which is the explicit teaching 
of the Koran. The animus is inveterate and all-pervading : 
there is nothing to compare to it here in Japan—the 
spirit of Jéi itself is feeble and half-hearted by comparison. 
But, to look at the effect upon the matter we have in hand 
—the administration of justice. What shall we think of the 
cavilling at justice in Japanese Courts—and they are very 
far from being withcut reproach—when we are reminded of 
a state of things where, in the Courts to which Christian 
suitors must bring their complaints, the oath of a Christian 
weighs not a feather? We are all familiar with this 
as with a far-off matter of history: but let us try for 
one moment to bring it home to ourselves. Our fellow- 
subjects in the Ottoman dominions are living under that 
state of things. Let any one try to picture the consternation 
that would follow the news that a British subject had 
been refused a hearing in a Japanese Court because his 
word could not be heard to contradict that of a native sub- 
ject! And it is no story of bygone times that our writer 
brings back to our minds: this preposterous condition of 
things exists to-day. Imperial Rescripts, we know, have, 
under pressure, been issued by Turkish Sultans, removing 
nominally tho disabilities of Christian witnesses; but the 
reform has scarcely any reality. Indeed it only applies at 
all to certain special tribunals: it is not the law of the 
land commanding general assent; for, being an innova- 
tion on the law of the Koran, it required the express 
sanction of the Sheik-ul-Islam, and that as we have seen, 
has been only partially given. And even in the tribunals 
where Christian evidence is admissible, its reception is 
of little practical value owing to the trifling weight as- 
signed to it as against that of a ‘ truc believer.’ 

Instances might be multiplied indefinitely of the 
utter perversion of justice resulting more or less 
directly from the same deep-seated causes; but cnough 
has been said on this head. There are other elements in 
the case to be found in Turkey independent of these causes 
—clements peculiar to no race or religious eystem—such 
as incompetency, partiality, corruption, in the judiciary, 
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Now that there is not only room but urgent need for very 
substantial improvement in the judicial staff in Japan on 
the side of learning and legal experience, few will be found 
to deny. But those who have had the best opportunities 
of judging and have been able to judge with a mind un- 
influenced by passing waves of passion or the prejudice 
inseparable from the presence of personal interests, are 
convinced that there exists on the part of the judicial body 
a general desire to do their duty uprightly and honestly 
according to their lights: and that wilful partiality, and 
still more emphaticably actual corruption (thuugh he would 
be a bold man who should absolutely deny the possibility 
of their existence) are of such rare and exceptional occur- 
rence that it would be a cruel injustice to the judicial 
staff of Japan even to suggest a comparison on these 
heads between them and the Ottoman judges. The High 
Commissioner of Cyprus, Major-General Biddulph, in a re- 
port to the English Government (Blue Book, Cyprus, No. 
2, 1880, cited in the paper before us) speaking of the 
Turkish judges there says :—‘ Their corruption was a mat- 
ter of open complaint on all sides.’ Anda Consular Re- 
port, speakes of ‘open bribery and corruption ' and ‘ the 
invariable and unjust favour shown to Mussulmans in all 
questions between Turks and Christians,’ as distinguishing 
the administration of justice by Turkish tribunals generally. 
It may be safely assumed that Her Majesty's Consular and 
other officers in Japan are neither more blind than those 
elsewhere to the defects of judicial institutions, nor more 
inclined to extenuate those defects in what may in both 
cases be called the alternative or rival system. But would 
any Consular officer here to-day venture to bring charges 
each as those? Want of a proper system of laws and legal 
procedure, deficiencies of experience and knowledge of law 
in the personnel, unreasonable delays (‘ the law's delays’ is 
a phrase not altogether strange to our countrymen’s ears 
even at home) and other like complaints—these are made, 
and not without reason: but how wide the gulf between 
these charges and those others ! 

It is not our province to attempt the defence of the 
fudicial institutions of this country against the complaints, 
and they are many, which can be fairly preferred against 
them. The point we wish to make is that the defects are 
on the surface and of a nature admitting of remedy ; which 
for reasons above pointed out is not the case with the 
Ottoman Courts. We wish to induce our readers to look 
at the matter fairly and dispassionately, and with a some- 
what wider range of vision: and to this end we have 
deemed it not inapposite to call to mind the very different 
kind of justification which exists for the constant com- 
plaints and the continued retention of the old restrictions 
elsewhere. There is no Koran, here, no ‘ flagrant judicial 
corruption.’ In place of the first we hare the spectacle of a 
people and their rulers vying with each other to assimilate 
themselves, their laws and institutions to the Western 
type, and animated by no hostile feelings against alien 
nations or individual aliens—a condition, be it re- 
marked in passing, which distinguishes Japan not 
only from the Mussulman races, but from the other 
and nearer people of China, where other causes produce 
the same results which are observablein the Mussulman races. 
Reforms, large and vital reforms, are necessary here: but 
here they are also possible.'There is no fundamental antipa- 
thy raising an insuperable barrier. ‘The will being pre- 
sent, the way will be found out. A code of laws founded 
upon one of the most universal among the codes of Chris- 
tendom is in course of laborious and patient construction ; 
and changes in the personnel of those entrusted with the 

administration of justice are known to be in contemplation, 


Google 


These things are not done in a day; and those whose high 
function it is to shape the policy of their country in its 
relations with foreign powers have yiven evidence of their 
appreciation both of the need of reform and of the length 
and difficulty of the task, in refraining, until such time as 
they shall feel able morally to command compliance with 
their demands, from seeking to assert at once complete 
independence of foreign laws: for it is an open secret that 
the proposals of Japan for the revision of the Treaties on 
the side of jurisdiction contemplate only the resumption 
of powers, unimportant for the most part as regards indi- 
viduals affected by them, though having such an intimate 
and most practical relation with the daily conduct of 
Government as to make their unfettered exercise an indis- 
pensable condition of its effective administration. 

Such powers as these even Turkey has, and so have the 
lesser Mahommedan States ; whilst countries such as the 
Spanish American Republics—whose judicial institutions, 
whose systems of government, whose political integrity 
are not worthy to be named in the same breath with Japan— 
exercise a jurisdiction as unfettered as that of the greatest 
and most advanced of the European nations.* Although 
complete reorganization of the judicial institutions of the 
country is only arduously and distantly possible, such 
changes as might be found necessary upon the resumption 
of so much additional jurisdiction as may be now demanded 
are not only possible but readily and immediately possible : 
not only is the will to make them undoubtedly present, 
but the means lie ready to hand. 

We ask our readers to consider these things. If any of 
us upon calm and dispassionate consideration, actuated 
not by unreasoning prejudice but by conviction formed 
honestly and upon sufficient grounds, conscientiously 
believe that our true interests, that our liberty or the 
safety of our persons or property would be more jeopardized 
here than elsewhere out of one’s own country by the exer- 
cise by Japanese authorities of certain administrative and 
judicial fanctions before alluded to, let us by all means act 
upon our convictions in the opinions we express whether 
publicly or privately for the information of those who are 
in a position to give effect to our wishes. But let us be 
honest about it: do not let us incur the moral opprobium 
of raising or joining in exaggerated, prejudiced, irresponsi- 
ble clamour. 


THE JAPANESE CIVIL SERVICE. 


FTER the example set by the four great fiefsin 1869 had 
been universally followed, and more especially when 

the principle then partially recognized, had ripened into the 
complete abolition of the feudal system in 1871, the Cen- 
tral Government of Japan, though considerably strengthened 
in theory, found itself confronted in practice by certain em- 
barrassments that threatened at any moment to become 
everwhelming. Perhaps the chief of these was its attitude 
towards the vassals of the late feudatories. A revised 
assessment of the nobles’ revenues had been made on the 


* Since writing the above we were struck with the following ob- 
servations in an article on ‘Greece and the Greeks,’ in the Fort- 
nightly Review for November last, from the pen of a writer of 20 

ears experienve of men and cities on the Mediterranean seaboard. 
The passage is 80 app: site that we cannot refrain froin quoting from 
it. ‘The question of administration of justice’ says this writer, 
who, it should be said, writes evideutly and avowedly with a dis- 
position generally friendly to the Greeks, ‘is one I do not like to 
consider abstractedly. My own opinion is that it is very corrupt, 
aud that a foreigner has uo chance of justice against a native, or a 
poor man against a rich man... ........... Most of my friends, Greek 
and foreign, tell me that the tribunals are corrupt and subservient, 
but uot so much £0 as the Italian—much less so than the lussian:— 
rf I were to pronounce an opinion, I should say aboutg equal to the 
ustrian, 
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assumption that their executive functions were entirely 
abolished, and that they were only entitled to such pensions 
as might suffice hereafter to support them in a fashion not 
unbecoming their rank, The main body of their retainers, 
military and civil functionaries alike, had consequently 
been deprived of pay, and retained only a small fraction 
of their hereditary annuities. It is true that under the 
ancient system subordinate officials and liegemen of inferior 
rank had been compelled to supplement their incomes by 
some such expedient as domestic manufacture, but 
whereas they had then been able to live in compara- 
tive affluence, they now found themselves reduced to 
almost complete indigence. For a time the more disas- 
trous consequences of this change were averted by the 
chatitable action of the nobles themselves, many of whom 
devoted whatever accumulations they found in their 
treasuries to the relief of their distressed vassals. But 
this could only be a temporary alleviation at best. 
Absolute need of the necessaries of life soon began to 
be felt. Some commuted their yearly pittances for a lump 
sum which was speedily dissipated by rash speculations, 
or appropriated by crafty harpies; a few laid aside their 
swords and had stout recourse to the labour of their hands, 
while the majority grew truculent in adversity, and began 
to ask each other by what right the prosperity they once 
enjoyed had thus suddenly been transformed into penury 
and privation. Ofcourse such an enquiry could not fail 
sometimes to result in turbulence or rebellion, but with 
the less vehement it assumed « complexion not immediate- 
ly so fractious though ultimately even more embarrassing. 
The Central Government, by assuming the executive 
fanctions of the whole kingdom, had virtually taken the 
place of the various local administrations existing under 
the feudal system. But were the duties performed by those 
administrations rendered immaterial by the transfer? 
Surely not. The provinces remained to be ruled whether 
as fiefs or prefectures, and who so fit to rule them as those 
that had done so from generation to generation? Even 
the obtuseness of self-interest did not probably prevent 
these men from comprehending that a concentration of 
effort is equivalent toa dimination of labour, and that a 
centralized government requirs a much less numerous staff 
than a multitude of separate administrations, though 
performing their various functions with equal care. It 
cannot be supposed, however, that they thoroughly ap- 
preciated this difference, and under any circumstances 
these two facts remained—the government had to be 
carried on, and whatever emoluments were associated 
with its exercise justly belonged to those who had inherit- 
ed a title to official employment, and were now well nigh 
penniless for lack of it. The reddition of the fiefs too had 
not been the act of their feudatories but of their vassals, 
or, to speak more accurately, of the leading spirits among 
the latter, and in all probability the main body of the 
Samurai had anticipated nothing less than the uncom- 
fortable change of condition that reddition presently 
brought about. Under every aspect therefore, whether as 
«hereditary right, or as an item of tacit engagement, or 
a duty to humanity, the Samurai’s title to public employ- 
ment seemed incontrovertible, and it was said that at one 
time the number of applicants for each office exceeded the 
number of cash in its monthly emoluments ! 


In what a cruel dilemma the members of the cabinet 
Were placed by this excessive candidature we can readily 
cy, when we remember that in the main they themselves 
Possessed no better right to the privilege of holding office 
than those clamouring for like advantages, and that these 
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were in many instances either their own relatives nnd in- 
timate friends, or men whom they had pledged themselves 
to assist when in power. 

The result could not well have been other than i¢ was. 
Every Department of State swarmed with useless officials, 
and when additional appointments would have been pal- 
pably ludicrous, numerous and costly sinecures were 
created. It resulted that in those days a stranger, visit- 
ing one of the public offices, was astonished to find the 
place so crowded with functionaries that they not only 
obstructed each other when they did essay to be busy, but 
in their normal condition could not even find space to 
idle comfortably. Of course there was much talk then 
about corruption, nepotism, iniquitous alienation of the 
state funds and what not, for few people understood, or 
took the trouble to consider, the circumstances of the case. 
As a matter of fact, however, the most Draconian legisla- 
tors could not have afforded to ignore so much distress or 
refused altogether to entertain such urgent appeals. The 
mischief was inevitable, yet none the less it seemed at 
times that the Government must inevitably be dragged 
down by the weight of these predatory parasites, who did 
not merely absorb a moiety of the revenue, but, what was 
still more pernicious, rendered anything like administrative 
efficiency absolutely impossible. 

Year by year, however, the encumbrances were shaken 
off, slowly and painfully, but yet appreciably. Conditions in- 
separable from the new order of things did indeed impede 
the process much. Thus large sums of public money be- 
ing necessarily devoted to provide instruction in western 
arts and sciences, students educated by the state naturally 
looked for future preferment to the same sources that 
had rendered past stagnation insupportable. Industry 
too needed a new impulse to fit it for competition 
in foreign fields, and men who considered facts alone, 
not principles, found a precedent for importunity in every 
appropriation of the state funds to industrial purposes. 
These and other minor causes helped the parasites to 
retain their hold, so that even in this fourteenth year of 
Meiji, the civil functions of the Government are performed 
by no less than eleven thousand officials receiving an 
aggregate yearly salary of about four millions of yen. 

Many of the evils consequent upon such a plethoric 
establishment are too palpable to need comment, but there 
are some which th ough less evident are, if possible, more 
pernicious. It is of course imperative that the Govern- 
ment should free itself with what celerity it may from 
these debilitating appendages; but at the same time its 
moral well-being is seriously impaired by the operation. 
At the approach of each financial period every department 
is visited by an unexpected convulsion, which has indeed 
the salutary effect of shaking off a considcrable cluster of 
parasites, but produces as well in those that remain a 
universal consciousness of perpetual insecurity. In such 
circumstances men are apt to reason rather from results 
than causes, and since it is inevitable that some favoritism, 
some exercise of party spirit, should accompany these 
convulsions, the most deserving officials are not always 
least liable to vicis»itude. Now if thore be one thing 
more capable than another of paralyzing effort and pro- 
moting perfunctory service it is the consciousness of 
instability. Honest application is not within the compass 
of human powers when interruption is monentarily 
imminent. What for example has been the effect of 
similar conditions—induced, however, by different causes 
—upon the foreign employés of the Government ? Vill 
anybody pretend for a moment that they exhibit the 
same enthusiasm, the same readiness to be usefal in 
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viously however the system is not one of gratuities, nor 
could any such ever be held advisable especially in the case 
of civil servants, for did these know that on retirement they 
would only be in possession of funds sufficient to furnish 
capital for a small business but totally inadequate to pro- 
vide a competence, they would assuredly devote them- 
selves beforehand either to the pursuit of some such busi- 
~ honestly performed duties or the receipt of a well earned | ness, or to establishing a connection with it by processes 
provision, the British Government possesses a staff second | not always irreproachable. That the service would suffer 
to no other in probity, zeal and efficiency. This is not|in consequence is self evident, and it is for this reason 
said by way of comparison but merely for the sake of|that the plan now pursued in this country seems to us so 
illustrating our argument; an argument for the rest | pernicious. 
incontrovertible, and not less recognized in Japan than| We do not of course venture to prescribe any particular 
in Europe. system. Knowledge sufficiently intimate to justify such 
Why then, it may be asked, do we write, since the evil | couusel is not possessed by any outsider, and Japan has 
we describe may not be remedied and the necessity of a| already been sufficiently mortified by ill-considered adop- 
cure is admitted? Because we believe that the mischief | tion of methods that suit foreign conditions alone. But we 
is suffered to be more than necessarily noxious, and that |do emphatically say, that the fear of rendering the service 
at least one possible palliative is neglected. too attractive is no longer a sufficient reason for postpon- 
For the Government has been so harrassed by this|ing the consideration of this question. A first step towards 
never ending candidature, so persecuted by this unceasing | the attainment of complete political independence is the 
rehearsal of obligations it is assumed to have incurred | establishment of trustworthy machinery for carrying out 
towards every individual in the nation, that it has hitherto | the laws, and this can never be achieved until men learn 
been deterred from introducing essential reforms into its | to regard the discharge of their official duties as the main 
own Civil Service, through fear of rendering that service | business of their lives, and to feel assured that an adequate 
even more awkwardly attractive than it is. The most/| provision for the future will be the inevitable consequence 
prominent of these reforms, and at the same time the one | of such service. 


best calculated to remove the present feeling of insecurity, 
is a revision of the pension regulations. According to SS ee ee ee 





season and out of season, now when their tenure of office 
is virtually limited to the number of months on the face 
of their agreements, as they did when they had faith in 
the fature and its somewhat lavish promises? Because 
conscientious service is synonymous with perennial 
employment; because nothing human is more certain 
than that death alone shall interrupt the discharge of 
































those now in force, pensions, properly so called, do not [CommumicareD. } 

exist at all, but only a system of gratuities calculated on a “ He was bat as the Cuckoo is in Jane 
- most illiberal scale. Half the amount of an official’s Heard, not regarded.” 

monthly salary is multiplied by the number of years he|« Under which King, Bezonian ? 


has served, and the product represents his gratuity. Thus 
for example an appointment of two hundred yen per month 
would, on the completion of twenty years service, entitle 
its holder toa lump sum of two thousand yen. Nowa 
monthly stipend of two hundred yen represents the puy 
of a very high official grade in Japan. Those that can 
hope to reach anything better constitute the smallest 
minority, while those that after twenty years of official 
life have either the will or the ability to follow a new path, 
are equally scarce. It is not a light matter that men who 
have served their country well should be cast off like worn- 
out garments when occasion is convenient or age begins to 
impair their usefulness, neither can a country where such 
a prospect is imminent hope to be well served. To feel a 


That’s what I want to know, 

Train you with us, or with the motley crew,” 

Who've given up subscribing to the Cuckoo ? 

Behold me where I stand, armed cap-a-pié, 

My right doth grasp the ready shears, 

While in my left the pot of paste presages prompt per- 
dition ; 

Behind me Jim, the pirate bold, 

Hath blood of battle in his eye, likewise ee 

He wants to know yoar little game, . 

Wherefore he humped himself and found me the quotation. 


I. D. S. 








reasonable confidence that merit will have meet reward ; PLUM-BLOSSOMB. 
to be assured that exclusive absorption in the functions — 

of one’s office will not ultimately disqualify one for the race (A PaRaPHRASE.) 
of life, but rather place one beyond the reach of its cares From the Japanese. 


and crosses; to know that every year of completed duty is 
another steps towards permanent ease ;—these are the es- 
sential conditions of efficiency, and the service that lacks 
then can never be anything but incompetent. 

. InEngland an officer retiring from the army or navy has 
the option of commuting his pension, while under certain ex- 
ceptional circumstances a gratuity alone is granted, but in 
either case the amount represents the present value of an 
annuity equivalent to the pension. As a matter of fact 
indeed the money is found, not by the Government, but by 
an Insurance Office, which receives in return a promise of 
certain annual payments from the Treasury. A rough 
calculation shews that the sam so advanced is approxima- 
tely equal to a year's average pay multiplied by two thirds 
the length of service in years, which formula gives a result 
evry different indeed from that obtaining in Japan. Ob- 





The opening flowers of the Pium-tree, 
Are white as the white sea-fuam, 
- Ay they are as fair as the blossoms rare 
On the moon-trees bright in the upy-er air, 
And their breath +o sweet that the traveller's feet 
Can but tarry afar from hume,— 
Bat what is it leaning 
So near, so near ? 
And what is it shining 
So clear, to clear? “ 
"Tis the moon forgetting awhile to roam— 
Unmindful of Gowers in her Heavenly bowers, 
She stoops to Earth with her trembling light, 
To drink the air of the perfumed night. 
F. B. H. 


Tokio, January 2ist, 1881. 
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ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 





A General Meeting of the Asiatic Society was held at the 
Shébeiknuwan, Seid6, Tokiyo, on Tuesday, January 1ith; Dr. 
Divers, President, in the Ohair. 

After the usual formal business, 

Mr. J. M. Dixon exhibited a large piece of painted faience in 
the form of a plate, nnd gave the following version of the story 
represented by the painting :— 

“In the 25th year of the reign of Keiko, twelfth emperor of 
Japan, the Kumaso, a tribe in Kiushiu, had rebelled. Two 
brothers, men of prowess, commanded the rebel forces. Now 
the emperor had a son called Kousu, who though only 16 years 
of age, was very valiant and fierce. Him he sent from his 
palace at Yamato to-subdue the rebels. Kousu borrowed 
a complete set of woman's clothes from his aunt, and when 
he arrived before the rebel castle, he donned them and 
took his place among the women. With them he was 
admitted as a matter of course, and being as handsome a girl 
as there was in the company he was given a seat between 
the two chieftains. In the huddle of the foast, seizing one of 
the brothers Takeru-kawa-kami by the collar, he ran him 
through the breast. This is the incident represented on the 
porcelain. The other brother fled but was overtaken. Before 
receiving the final death blow from his fierce young conqueror 
he spoke to him and said: ‘Surely you ought to be called 
Yamato-take-no-mikoto (the bold one of Yamato).’ By this 
name is Kousu known in Japanese history.” 

A paper by Dr. A. J.C. Geerts, containing analyses of ten Ja- 
panese mineral spring waters, waz laid on the table. 

A paper by Mr. W. A. Woolley, entitled “ Historical Notes on 
Nagasaki, was read by the correspondiug secretary in the absence 
of the author. The notes were derived from certain manuscripts 
preserved in the archives of the Government at Nagasaki. The 
most interesting episodes mentioned were those connected with 
intercourse with foreigners and the treatment of the Christians 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. The relations of the Dutch 
traders to the Japanese were fully detailed. A part of the paper 
was taken up with an account of the revolt in Amakusa and 
Shimabara in 1637, which was to be traced to the exactions of 
the feudal lords and to the official prohibition of Christianity. 
Pretended miraculous manifestations were made use of to incite 
the people to revolt, and they flocked round banners which were 
inscribed with the figure of God. The rebels at one time 
numbered over 40,000. When the revolt was stamped out 
many of them suffered most cruel deaths rather than recant. 
In 1587 there was hardly a person in Nagasaki who was not a 
Christian. In 1629 most of the Nagasaki Christians had recant- 
ed. In that year the pratice of trampling on the imnge of 
Obrist as a sign of recantation was introduced. This ceremony 
was performed annually. Reousants were expelled from their 
houses and driven to the woods. When arrested, if still contu- 
macious, they were taken to the hot springs of Shimabara, 
sprinkled with the hot water, aud then thrown in. 

After » short discussion, in which Mr. Wright mentioned 
that amongst the descendants of the Shimabara martyrs, traces 
Were atill tu be found of the use of the Paternoster, the Ave 
Maria, and the Creed, 

A paper entitled " Hideyoshi'’s Invasion of Korea, Chapter IT, 
The Retreat,” by Mr. W. G. Aston, wan also (in the abvence of 
the author) read by the corresponding secretary. The paper 
Was in continuation of a previous communication by the same 
author, which was printed in Vol. VI. of the Suciety’s Transac- 
tions. The narrative was now taken up at the point at which 
it was then dropped, namely at the beginning of the year 1593 
AD., when the Chinese army advanced against Pinshang. The 
Japanese, after making a gullant defence against superior 
numbers, had an opportunity given them of withdrawing and 
crossing the river on the ice, which they took ndvantage of, and 
made their way southward. In spite of the demorulised condi- 
tion of the Japanese, the Koreans could not summon up courage 
to attuck the retreating invaders. The fall of Pinshang was 
the turning point in the invasion. It involved a general evac- 
vation of the uorthern garrisons by the Japanese, and this in 
the dead of winter, and in a country desolated by war. The 
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capital was selected as the rendezvous for the troops from 
the north. The Korean levies, encouraged by success, besieged 
many of the atrongholds held by the Japanese. An incident 
which occurred in one of their seiges showed that bomb-ahells 
were then used by the Koreans with disastrous effect on their 
opponents, who were ignorant of their destructive properties 
and ran towards them out of cnriosity when they fell. 
The Koreans with their Ohinese allies gradually made their 
way southward towards the capital. The Japanese concentrat- 
ed there, resolved to give battle to the approaching enemy ; and 
fearing that there might be an outbreak of the native populs- 
tion within the city while they were engaged outside, they 
resorted to the barbarous expedient of massacring the towns- 
people and destroying the city by fire. The Japanese gained a 
decided advantage in the engagement which followed, the allies 
fell hack, and the Korean general was so disheartened that he 
resigned his command. The country was now in a pitiable 
condition. The burden of supporting two foreign armies, of 
which the ally was scarcely less oppressive than the enemy, re- 
duced the inhabitants to the direst want, and many thousands 
died of famine. An effort was made to come to terms, but 
neither party had any confidence in the good faith of the 
other, and the negotiations fell through; the Japanese, how- 
ever, accepting the etipulation that they should evacuate 
the capital, which they would probably have soon been com- 
pelled to do in any case. Chinese ambassadors were then sent to 
Nagoza and received by Hideyoshi in the most magnificent 
manner. It appears that no definite terms of peace were made 
on the occasion, although both parties exchanged very friendly 
assurances and agreed to throw all the blame for what had hap- 
pened on the Koreans, who as usual were kept in the dark as 
to what passed. Hideyoshi consented to release the captive 
Korean princes and grandees. Nevertheless the Japanese 
immediately recommenced hostilities, and succeeded in routing 
a large force of Koreans with a loss of nearly 60,000 mea. 

This was the last fighting of what has been called the first 
invasion. The Japanese then retired to Fusan, where they 
awaited the result of the negotiation with China. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 


REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Loxvoz, 17th January, 1881. 
The detached squadron has been ordered to land a Naval 
Brigade at the Cape, 
The Busatos have been completely defeated. 
Loxvor, 20th January, 1881. 


There has been a furious gale on the Coast of 
and wany vessels have beea wrecked. The Thames over- 
flowed its banks, causing immense damage. 











PARIS LETTER. 

The second of December is the anniversary of the battle of 
Austerlits in 1805, and of the Coup d'Etat in 1851. France 
forgets the first, but retains the most lively remembrance of 
the second. Iu 1805 Bonapartism was at the acme of its glory, 
to-day it exists onlyin name. Yet it is this anniversary of the 
Coup d'Etat, that an imperialist organ, which superfluously lags 
on the stage, has employed to charge the Republican leaders with 
breaking as many oaths as lovers or dicers, Napoleon II. 
committed "tis true bat one perjary, and that was sufficient, 
He expiated it at Sedan. It appears the Prince Imperial 
though but in his tesns, played at statesmanship ; he resembled 
it is well known the great uncle in the particular of having 
learned to pace up and down a room, hands behind back. The 
first time the Prince appeared in print, was in a pamphlet 
published after his death, by his tator, relating a certain num- 
ber of conversations on thinge in general, andiu which one 
readily recognised the stamp of youthfuluees, with all the 
dreamy tendencies of his father, and the superstitious senti- 
ments of his mother. The present testament has the air of 
having been retouched by a Nestur, and is said to have been 
written iu 1877. The production is worth reading if for 
nothing bat curicsity. T'he Prince examines the causes of 
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the fall of the second Empire, and attributes it to a neglect 
of popular education and of the administrative bodies— 
all was subordinate to political interests—to making good 
elections. Other causes; the increase of the urban popula- 
tions and the great wealth of the middle classes, suddenly 
enriched by commercial freodom—bringing in their trains 
immorality and reckless extravagance; also, the extension 
of the press and of international exbibitions. It is odd 
for the Prince to include among his series of reasonings for the 
wreck of the Empire in 1870, the want of the power of initia- 
tion in the masses, and of dependence on a catholicism, which 
commands them to believe, and a Government that orders them 
toact. But all this will not reconstitute Imperialism—for 
France is no longer in want of an expedient. Louis XIV. said, 
‘* the State, it is moi:" the people, by the Republic proclaim, 
*‘ the State, it is nous.” 

A work of adifferent stamp, and one that foes as well as friends 
will not hesitate to read, is the first of the eight volumes of 
Gambetta’s Speeches and Pleadings, which are really a se- 
ries of Memoir of our Times, of new France. The editor of the 
work is M. Reinach—the right man in the right place, and 
already known as an exact, perspicacious, and accomplished 
writer, with a speciality for dealing with contemporary his- 
tory, and so fully fitted to classify the orations, of a statesman, in 
possession of power, and who despite his high fortune may be 
considered as still only at the commencement of his career. 
The work will be the history of France during the last ten 
years, a period as dramatic as it has been agitated, that French- 
men of to-day have lived, and who can therein find the emotions 
the hopes, but not the fears of their youth, and the deceptions. 
France, passionate for liberty, proud and rich and ambitious, 
suddenly seized by the throat by the German, and fora time 
uncertain whether she would be even allowed to guard her in- 
dependence or even retain her name. The other picture is the 
underfal resurrection of France. Gambetta is the embodiment 


of two principles ; resistance to home oppression and forei 
invasion. The volume opens with Gumbetta’s celebrated acess 


in November, 1868, for Delescluze and the Baudin Subscription, 
and on wakening next morning he found himself famous. He 
was then thirty years of age, and that oration was the death-knell 
of the Empire : it converted, as is well known, the judge, and 
Berryer, who was on his death-bed, sent his subscription for 
the monument to “ his colleague Baudin, who died for the Law.” 
Gambetta was at once returned deputy for Paris and Mar- 
seilles, and displayed in the Corps Legislatif that he was a 
statesman as well as pleader. Iu January, 1870, he informed 
the partizans of the Empire, “you are only a bridge between 
the Republic of 1848 and the Republic which is to oume, and that 
bridge we will pass!" Many origiual documents and valuable 
explanatory notes are intercalated in the work, the last volume 
will end with Gambetta's latest speech—that in favor of the 
amnesty. 

And still another book, by that black republican sheep Jules 
Simon, professing to relate the history of the Sixteenth of May, 
when he was unceremoniously kicked from the premiership by 
Macmahon. One paper gives a series of elegant extracts from 
the work, while another asserts the book is not published at 
all—both statements are reconcilable. The work professes only 
one aim—to ran down Gambetta, for whom Simon has 
the most mortal of hates and the profoundest of jealousics, and 
to peove that Gambetta ardently desires, despite all his plati- 
tudes about peace, a war with Germany. 

Belonging, as Jules Simon now dues, to the clerico-monar- 
chista, it is painful to see its members prepared to injure their 
country rather thau accept the definite defeat to which they 
are so meritoriously condemued. Happily the Germans no 
more than the French believe them. In the recent debate on 
the foreign policy of Frauce, the opposition endeavoured to 
prove the Republic courted glorious wars, and that France 
ought to have nothing to do with European concerts; she oughi, 
it seems to remain at home, minding the pot and spinning, like 
Lacrece. Oh shades of Guizot und Berrer! in your daysa 
debate on foreign affairs was a tragical event, and Frenchmen 

shivered with indignation and panted for war. Now the cold 
fit is on ; peace at any price—Don Quixote, his lean steed, and 
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chivalry ; followed by Sancho Panza, his fat ass, and ridicule. 
No one desires France to indulge in adventures, or make war 
for an idea, but no one wishes to see her shirk her part of the 
duty of collective policeman of Europe. 

Attention is drawn to the attitude of Russia, who is more 
and more desirous of adopting the rest and be thankful policy. 
She has many financial breaches to repair, and in devoting her 
energies to the development of her immense natural resources, 
she will obtain more fruitful victories than hastening the de- 
mise of the unspeakable Turk. In the interim she merely looks 
on at Austria taking up position as the universal legatee of 
Ottoman Europe. As for Greece, while the majority would 
like to see her progressing Constantinople-wards, and extend 
much sympathy to her delicate, if not perilous position, yet it 
is felt that a leap in the dark just now, would not be in hor 
interest; the philo-Hellenes do not think thus, as they have 
just founded a journal here to induce Frenchmen to go in for 
Greece—the last thing they are now inclined todo. Alsace in 
any case has prior claims to Pallas. 

Universal suffrage has made another stride: up to the 
present only a select number of traders were ble as 
voters to elect Consular judges, to preside at the Com- 
mercial Tribunals : henceforth all traders of five years standing 
will have a vote; the change will not materially affect 
the result. As for the ordinary jurymen in this country 
it is not clear how they are selected, and Frenchmen seem to 
have no great wish for an office that brings with it no remunera- 
tion; then it is a principle of democracy, that all persons 
exercising public functions, ought to be paid. 

The Government has not yet come to a decision as to indicting 
the Pére Monsabré for his pulpit attack recently on ministers 
and against the Republic: here too, as in the case of the 
Decrees, the Cabinet is determined to put the law in force, and 
the penalties are very severe for the clergy who forsake 
theology in the pulpit for party politics. I do believe the 
great mass of the French clergy are at heart opposed to drag- 
ging the Church into the arena of politics: one thing is certain, 
that line of conduct neither makes converts nor Christians. 

Britany has the reputation of being a kiud of French Ireland ; 
both have families called the Korrixans. M. Coppée deals 
with those of his own country, and by his ballet, just brought out 
a Grand Opera, and with success, tells us they are fairies, about 
two feet high, aerial and diaphanous; they have no other 
clothing but a white veil, which they wrap round their body, 
and are. visible chiefly at night; in the daylight they have 
white hair, man) wrinkles, and red eyes. They are excellent 
singers, but unlike the fairies of Vaterland, they do nut dance : 
they can change themselves into the form of any animal they 
please. Legend says, they were onow native princes, but de- 
clining to embrace Christianity, they were thus transformed as 
effectually as was Lot's wife in anuther fashion. Yoonnette is 
a peasant gir!, beloved by Liles; she is too poor to win his 
heart ; the Queen of the Kurrigansappears, offers her all the riches 
she desires, but on cundition, that if she does not make the 
conquest before six o'clock, the hour of vespers, she will be- 
come a Korrigan. Theu a troup of fairies come forth from the 
wells, like Truth, only unlike that virtue, dressed, and deposit 
wardrobe glories at the feet of Yoonnette. As it hus been 
oleerved, wherever there is a church, the Devil is not far 
awny, sv in the present instance; the dell ringer, a kind of 
Quasimodo, loves Yoonnette, and divines the bargain : he ad- 
vances the hands of the village clock by an hour, so Vespers 
are rung out prematurely, and Yoonnette is carried off before 
she had closed her bargain with Liles. Now asthe Virgin‘ 
according to Byron, is the best judge of a body's case, Yoon- 
nette receives a scapular, which undoes the trick of Quasimodo 
she wins and weds and Liles. The dances are very pretty and the 
music graceful and delicate, but deficient in meluxly. The 
compor-r is M. Widor, an organist. 

_Bhe Wareiess d= einewonss fas he-n eordemnnest to p.ra 
Hue of 200 fe. cov res.attug loe autiorities in connection with 
the expulsion uf the monks of Solesines from their monastery 
It has produced this wffect, the duchess instead of remaining 
cloistered in her country seat, will come to Paris, expend her 
vast wealth, and open a political salon. They are not 
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Salons the royalists require, but people to frequent them. The 
courts have also been employed dealing ont further equality : 
some communists, of both sexes, aud monarchists on tramp, 
have been also fined for disrespect to the “ Bobbies,” and not 
noticing the efficacy of a “ move on” request. 

The Evénément, a republican journal of much standing, 
states: ‘‘ Parnell the Irish agitator has not yet arrived in this 
city : he is the leader of the Irish ultramontanes.” 

A bank solicits subscriptions for the Panama loan, and in- 
atead of charging, as is usually the case, a small fee for their 
trouble, give a commemorative silver medal to their clients. 

The government will soon have the right to change all the 
political judges in France: one of the latter, certain to dis- 
appear, has just rendered a political sentence, thus beginning : 
“ Whereas, and while there are still independent judges’’ &c. 

Stoves, guaranteed not to suffocate purchasers,” are an- 
nounced. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 





[The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally —— from 
— sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT. POLITIOAL AND OFFICIAL. 

His Excellency Yanagiwara Sakimiteu, Envoy Extraordinary 
at the Court of St. Petersburg, who also represents Japan for 
Sweden, was, we notice in a native paper, presented in audience 
with His Majesty the King of Sweden, accompanied by his 
Secretary Mr. Ozaki, on the 28th of last October, on which 
occasion he presented his credentials to His Majesty. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that on the 16th instant His 
Majesty the Emperor, accompanied by Their Imperial High- 
nesse 8 Princes Fushimi, Higashi-Fusbimi and Kita Shirakawa 
and the Imperial Chamberlains rode on horseback to the Park, 
where a number of rabbits were turned loose. A battalion of 
infantry .of the Imrerial Guard was stationed in attendance, 
and His Majesty witnessed some rabbit hunting, after which all 
who took part in it received refreshment. 

The Choya Shinbun states that the Senate was re-opened on 
the 15th instant, in the following manner :—His Majesty the 
Emperor left the palaceat 9a.m., with His Excellency Toku- 
daiji Minister of the Household, in the same carriage, and 
eacorted by Their Imperial Highnesses Prince Kita-Shirakawa, 
and Prince Fushimi, His Ex. General Yamagata, Privy Coun- 
cillor, His Ex. Sugi Assistant Minister, and a number of 
Secretaries of the Imperial Household and arrived at 10.15 a. m. 
at the Senate, where he was received by the Secretaries and other 
officials, outside the gate, by the Senators, inside it, and by 
Their Excellencies Junior Prime Minister Iwakura, Foreign 
Minister Inouye, Privy Councillors O and Terashima, 
War Minister General Oyama, Naval Minister Admiral Eno- 
moto, and Assistant Foreign Minister Wooyeno &c. who wait- 
ed at the entrance of the building. His Majesty was conducted 
to the anteroom by His Ex. President Oki, where he rested for 
a while and then proceeded to the Assembly Hall. The officials 
of the three first ranks were all drawn up in line and made 
salutations. His Majesty then addressed the President and 
Senators in the following words :— 

“ We now re-open the Senate in person, and hope you and all 
the Senators, taking our will in mind, will toil more and more.” 

After the opening ceremony had thus been performed, His 
Majesty retired to the ante-room, and returned to the Palace 
at 10.50 a.m. 

Commenting on the stay of Their Excellencies Privy Coun- 
cillors Okuma, General Kuroda, and Ito at the hot springs of 
Atami, and the forthcoming departure tothe same place of His 
Excelleucy Privy Councillor Inouye, Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs, the Nichi Nichi Shinbun says, “‘some garrulous person has 
remarked that when the Privy Councillors meet at Atami they 
not only restore their owr health but that of politics also, al- 
ways introducing some reform on their return to the Capital. 
We do not vouch for the correctness of this remark, but it is 
true that two or three translators havo been sent there from 
Finance Department.” 
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His Excellency Inouye, Minister of Foreign Affairs, accom- 
panied by his wife and daughter, left Tokio by the 10 a.m. train 
on last Saturday, and visited the Russian man-of-war Africa. 
The Russian Minister also visited the vessel at the same time, 
and a banquet was given on board, after which the two minis- 
ters left at 3 p.m., receiving the usual salute. | 

The Mainichi Shinbun publishes a report that His Majesty 
the Emperor will shortly visit some of the Eastern provinces, 
the names of which are not yet notified. 

We note in another paper that the Ministers of all Depart- 
ments frequently hold meetings in the Cabinet, when the 
subject of retrenchment in the various offices is seriously dis- 
cussed. Their deliberations are always reported to the higher 
authorities. 

We read ina local native paper that a merchant of Mel- 
bourne has made observations on the tea trade of Japan, to the 
following effect :—‘ Over 20,000,000 pounds of tea are consum- 
ed annually in Australia and New Zealand, so thatif a fair qual- 
ity and price can be assured, there is a capital opening for 
Japanese teas.” 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun contradicts the report that the 
new criminal code, and the code for the administration of 
justice, will be putin force about February or March next. 
The new civil code, it says, has not been published yet, nor are 
the treaty revisions completed. 

His Excellency Inouye, Minister for Foreign Affairs, left for 
the hot springs of Atami on Monday last. 

The son of the murdered Judge Ichinose Naoshisa has 
been appointed an attaché of the Tokio Superior Court. 

The Afainichi Shinbun states that Mr. Secretary Inouye has 
reported to the authorities that the Loochoo question, so long 
pending between Japan and China, has been almost brought to 
a settlement. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that Mr. Kitegaki Kunimichi, 
Governor of the Kochi prefecture, has been transferred to the 
Governorship of Kioto. 

His Exoellency Prime Minister Sanjo gave an entertainment 
the day before yesterday at the Enriokwan, to which all the 
sentatives were invited. 

The Choya Shinbun states that a telegram has been received 
to the effect that H. L H. Sab.-Lieutenant Prince Arisugawa 
Takehito (the younger) arrived at Hongkong on the afternoon 
of the 16th instant. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the now Naval Code 
having been completed, the committee appointed for its 
compilation has been discharged. 

Port Admiral Nakamuta commence no inspecting the 
various men-of-war in harbour and Yokosuka since Monday last. 

The Adzuma Kan, belonging to the Eastern Admiraity Office, 
has gone to Yokosuka, to undergo a thorough overhauling. 

The Jwaki Kan returned to Yokohama from Yokosuka on 
the afternoon of the 12th instant, and will sail for Corea about 
the 22nd instant. 

A correspondent writes to the Nicki Nichi Shinbun from 
Nagasaki as follows :—“ The Russian fleet in Nagasaki has not 
changed for a long time. On the night of the 3rd instant ex- 
periments were made with the electric light on board all the 
meu-of-war with the greatest success, as not only was the ship- 
ping illuminated but the whole town aleo; the sight gave 
great pleasure to both foreigners and natives. On the 6th 
instant, the Russian Christmas Day, all the ships were dressed 
and salutes were fired. The St Petersburg completed her re- 
pairs and left the dock on the 7th instant and the Europa took 
her place on the following day. The Naicadnick, the Plastown 
the Strelock and the Vostock are all lying at Kobe, and the 
Djigit and Rajbornick at Shanghai.” 

Lieutenant General Shijo, Commandant of the Sendai garri- 
aon, arrived in Tokio on Saturday last to attend the meeting 
of commanding officers, which was opence in the War Depart- 
ment on and after the 20th instant. 

A number of horses is to be sent to the Nagoya, Osaka, and 
Hiroshima garrisons from the Remoant Office. 

During the past year, a hundred thousand stand of the Mu- 


74 THE JAPAN 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan. 22, 1881. 








rata rifles have been manufactured at the Koishikawa arsena\, 
and ten thoussnd more stand are to be manufactured thero 
before the month of March next. 

A native paper publishes a report that fortifications are to 
be constructed on the coast of Matsushima, which is about forty 
vi distant from Iki, in a N.E. direction, and is a very impor- 
tant position in the North. A branch of the Western Admiral- 
ty station is also to be stationed there. 

We learn that the Riujo Kan is to leave for Australia on the 

2nd provimo. 

A number of officers is to be despatched, according to a native 
peper, from the Pilot Bureau of the Navy Department, to 
Nagasaki, at the end of the present month, to survey the coast. 
All instruments connected with surveying are hereafter to be 
snanufactured at the said Buresa instead of being imported, as 
hitherto, from abroad. 

We notice in a native journal that the military officers intend 
giving an entertainment in the Kaikosha at Kudan, Tokio, 
this afternoon to the commanding officers of the different 

who have recently arrived in Tokio. 

Port Admira] Nakamuta inspected the Iwaki Xan at Yoko- 
hama on Tuesday last. 

His Imperial Highness General Prince Higashi Fushimi, 
Qommander of the Imperial Gaard, has notified that he will 
review all the forces of the Imperial Guard at the end of this 
moath. 

The Iwaki kwan left Yokohama at § p.m., on Thuraday last 
for Corea, to replace the Amaki kwan at Fusan. This vessel 
will immediately return to Japan. 

The Second Teibo kwan left Yokohama for Yokoska on the 
16th instant. 

The Nichi Nichi Shindun says that some Police Sergeants 
and Assistant Sergeants, in all about two hundred, were 
transferred to the War Department on Wednesday last, to be 
appointed officers for the new force of gendarmes. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writesas follows on the subject of the tea 
trade :—“ Tea has been very dall in Yokohama since the 
beginning of the year and there is no sign of any approaching 
recovery. Buyers are offering low rates and sellers con- 
sequently will not do business. Owing to such a state of 
affairs, no fresh supplies are being sent from the interior and 
the stock in town is very amall. This stagnation is due to the 
fact that enormous quantities of tea were shipped to America 
both from China and Japan last year: there are now some 
eleven or twelve hundred thousand chests of tea in that country 
already, and the arrival of several thousands more, at the close 
of the year, tended to depress prices stil] more. 

A native journal notes that a Mr. Watanabe Toetsuzo, a 
resident of Nagasaki, has applied to the government to be 
allowed to make researches for discovering the whereabouts of 
silver in mount Takuro, at Takachiho in the province of Hiuga, 
Kagoshima prefecture. This mountain was once celebrated 
for its silver, and some years ago, Mr. Sumitomo one of the 
wealthier merchants of Osaka, made experimental cuttings, but 
water was struck and the work consequently abandoned. 

The shisoks of Kumamoto prefecture have determined to 
commence silk-worm breeding, and Mr. Yamada came to Tokio 
as their representative last December, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a loan of 80,000 yen as the capital for their proposed 
industry. The application was granted, and their ex-Lord 
Hosokawa is about to lend them 50,000 yen more towards their 
scheme. 

One of the correspondents of local native journal, writing 
from Shizuoka, says that a farmer of great expereince tells him 
that the present cold weather is expected to kill all the insects 
that usually injure the rice crops, and that he feels confident 
that there will be no plague of locusts this year. In con- 
sequence of this generally maintained opinion the price of rice 
is falling daily at Numadzu and the neighbourhood. 

A local vernacular paper publishes the following news from 
Fakuoka :—Mr. Hoashi, a shizoku of Tokio, with two friends, 
recently obtained a license to work coal mives at Kagetsu Mura 
in the perfecture of Fukuoka, and set about the work without 
delay, employing several hundreds of coolies in opening up two 
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mines, aud building carringes for transport. The work is nearly 
completed aud already large quantities of coal sare obtained, as 
it is so abundant that as much can be procured as men can be 
found to dig it out. 

The Choya Shinbun says that about a hundred vessels with 
cargoes of rice lately arrived at Kube, from Hiushiu and the 
northern provinces, but owing to the fall of the price of rice no 
sales are reported. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that the Mitsu Bishi Company 
bought the steamer Courier from Messrs. Walsh Hall & Co., on 
Monday last, for $90,000 (Mexican), and have rechristened her 
the Chishima Maru. She will be employed in the coast trade 
of Yesso. 

The Nichi Nichi Shiabun writes as follows :—“ A competitive 
exhibition of horses and cattle is to be held in Hiogu this year, 
the exhibitors being people of the Hiogo, Okayama and Shima- 
ne prefectures. A large plain near the Ikuta-gawa, at the foot 
of the Nunobiki-yama, has been appointed for the place of 
exhibition. And at the same time the Indastrial Congress for 
the central provinces will be held in the same prefecture.” 

The shizsokw of the former Toyama clan, in the province of 
Yetchiu, are, we learn froma native paper, about to undertake 
the cultivation of the waste land on the Osawa plains. These 
are a continuation of the Okubo plains, aud it is proposed to 
convert them into rice fields, for which parpose they mean to 
raise 10,000 yen among themselves and to borrow 20,000 yen 
from the Government. 

The following remarks on the tea trade of Kioto are taken 
from one of the vernacular papers :—“ Tea is the principal pro- 
duct of Kioto and heads the list of exports from that place, 
but the price has gradually declined owing to sales to foreigners, 
and the manner in which Japanese merchants seek for im- 
mediate though trifling profits. The irregularity of business 
transactions, want of proper care in manufacturing, and, above 
all, the careless way in which different qualitice are mixed 
together, bave alao tended to the same depreciation. This has 
been a subject of much regret to the merchants of that city 
and Messrs. Miki Sayemon, aud Ikeda Sushichi, have invited 
their friends to form a Company, under the title of the Shujuu- 
sha, with the view of discarding all previous irregularities and 
establishing very stringent rules in order to manufacture goud 
tea and restore prices to their former level. Applicacion has been 
made to the authorities for permission to establish the society.” 

We take the following extract from the Hochi Shinbun :— 
“The Kwaunogisha (a private Agricultural Society) established 
at Kakigara-cho Tokio has gradually obtained the coufidence 
of the public and is announced to be now in a flourishing oon- 
dition. On receipt of this intelligence Mr. Otabe of Tamara, 
Nakabegori, and Mr. Kojima of Kimishima-moura, Chikuha- 
gori, in the prefecture of Ibaraki, at once hastened to Tokio 
where they called at the offices of the society, and made en- 
quiries as to its constitution, etc., etc. The information they 
received proving satisfactory, as soon as they returned home 
they collected their relations and friends, and after explaining 
the matter to them, they obtained fifteen associates at Makabe, 
Niiharu, and Chikuha, and no less than one hundred and sixty 
others in the surrounding counties. A capital of 30,000 yen 
has been subscribed, of which Mr. Otabe himself gave 5,000 
yon. It is propused to establish at Hojo-mura, Makabe-gori, 
an agricultural society on the model of the Tokio Kwannogisha, 
the object being to bring under cultivation all the waste lands 
in the prefecture within ten years from now, thus providing 
work for many who are at present without employment, a 
purpose for which the above named two gentlemen cannot be 
praised too highly.” 

Accordiug to a native paper, small coinage is so scarce at 
Wakamatsu-cho, Kita-aiza-gori, in the prefecture of Fukusima, 
that great difficulty was found in obtaining it even for such 
necessities as bath money ; a scheme was therefore proposed (to 
the authoritics that satse should be made out of pine slips and 
put iu circulation withiu the town limits only. The propusition 
was granted and these tokens can be used until the end of 
April next. By this ivgenious plan, the stress consequent on 
the ecarcity of change has been removed. 

The following item from another natiye journal is of some 
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intorest: —“ At the time when the various native Baube de- 
posited public loan bonds with the Finance Department as 
security for issuing notes, tle price of a hundred yen bond was 
about eighty yen, but it has now declined to abont rixty yen. 
On account of this yreat increase of di-count it is rum ured 
that the Finance Department will shortly order the Ranks to 
increase their margins, and in consequeuce all these institutions 
are about to buy up bonds. Again, with the view of accumulat- 
ing money a8 a precaution agvinst famines, the general public 
throughout the country are purchasing these documents, so that 
their price is rising. We therefore advise holders not to sell at 
present.” 

The recent fall of snow has, s0 says a native contemporary, 
been attended by a similar fall in the price of rice. Sved oil 
is very dull, and 800 casks have arrived from Sakamizu and 
$00 from Ise. A meeting of buyers and sellers was held on the 
17th instant but no business was transacted, owing to excessive 
stocks and the bad state of exchange. Kerosene oil is steadily 
advancing. Salted fish is dull, owing to large arrivals of fresh 
fish from the north. Imported cotton yarn has declined slightly 
in Yokobama, but remains steady in Tukio. Raw ocuttou is 
cheap and many sales are reported. Sngar is unchanged. 

We read in the Hocki Shinbun that Mr. Oka Denbei, a resi- 
dent of Kobiki-cho, Tokio, intends to establish an Industrial In- 
surance Company, and with this view has sent in an suygestion 
to the Home Department in the following terms :—‘In order 
to facilitate the employment of capital for the encouragement 
of industries, all the holders of title deeds throughout the 
country, no matter where they reside, shall deposit a certaiu 
smount of money with the industrial Insurance Company, pru- 
portionate to the value of the land they possess, to insure their 
land against all damage. The said Company will then transfer 
these deposits to the Finance Department, aud upon the secu- 
rity of half the amount, Industrial Publio Loan Bonds shall be 
issued, to be withdrawn in ten years:” The paper we quote 
considers the scheme good, but says it has not yet received offi- 
cial sanction. 


The Forest Bureau of the Home Department has planted 
a number of trees of good quality at the experimental 
grounds at Nishigahara. Wh«n these have grown to a certain 
height, they are to be distributed among all the cities aud 
prefectures, to be planted in the forests and woods 

Beer is now brewed everywhere in Japan, says a local jour- 
nal, but that brewed by the Hakkosha, at Sakurada, Hongo- 
machi, and known as the “‘Sakurada Beer,” is of excellent qua- 
lity, and in no way inferior to imported beer. It is well liked 
by both Japanese and the fureigners, and it will therefore doubt- 
leas before long become one of our export articles. 

A native paper writes :—“ Silk is becoming more and more 
prosperous, and the market price is going upin Yukohama. 
On the other hand, cotton yarn has been dull for two or three 
days, prices having declined $3. No transactions, except on a 
small scale, are reported. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Hochi Shinbun writes as follows :—“ The Italian man- 
of-war Vettor Pisani left Yokohama for Shanghai on the fore- 
noon of the 13th instant, but she anchored at Atami, as His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Genoa, and his officers, all wished 
to go out shooting in that neighborhood for « short time." 

A vernacular journal gives the followiug statistics of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths in Tokio during the month of Septem- 
ber last :—Births, 1,013 males, 943 females; Marriages 567 ; 
Deaths 954 males and 830 females. 

According to the same paper Mr. Kawaguchi, Mayor of 
Nishiku-kita, Osaka, in company with Mr. Toyoshima Kaye- 
mon and several other wealthier merchants, intends building a 
dockyard at Shirinashi-guwa. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that a diseaso has broken out 
among the cattle of between six or seven yearsof age iu the 
Village of Tako, in the province of Izu. Between the 27th No- 
Vember and the 20th Ducember six cows died from the effects 
of the disease, some of them iu half-a-day from its making its 
Sppearance. Precautionary measures were at unco taken and 


the disease is abatiug in violence. 
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The same paper states that the authorities having made 
inquiries as to the number of mines in the whole country, it 
has been found that mines exist in every province with the 
exception of the following four :—Awa, Kazusa, and Shimoes 
in the prefecture of Cuiba, und Ikiin the prefecture of 
Shimane. ) 


We read in another native paper that a well-known priest 
named Satu Kniseki, who is a political economist, of some 
repute, is delivering a course of sermons at the Asakusa 
Kwanon temple. He commenced on the 15th, aud will oon- 
tinue until the 19th instant. His subjects are the excess of 
imports over exporta, the constant drain of specie, and the 
most feasible remedies for these evils. He proposes aleo to 
form a society, the members of which shall pledge themselves 
never to use any articles of foreiga make. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun has received the following from 
a correspoudent :—" Fever has made its appearance in the dis- 
trict of Minami Kanoye im the proviuce of Rikuchiu, and the 
Mayor and other ward officials of the district have been attack- 
ed almost without exception, and Mr. Iwaidzami, one of the 
committee of the Board of Health, has died from this disease. 
Consequently all affairs connected with the ward offices are at 
a standstill, to the great inconvenience of the pablic, espe- 
cially in the case of educational and industrial affairs. 
The disease being infectious, precautionary measures must 
be taken as soon as possible. It is said that as the people of 
these localities live apon millet and similar thiugs instead of 
rice, auch disvases are due to the poverty of their blood, but 
nothing certuin is known on this point.” 

The Aainichi Shinbun publishes following from a corres- 
pondent in Fasan, Corea :—“ Minister Hanabusa, with his staff, 
left Fusan in the Amaki Kan on Tueaday, the 7th of 
December last. On the following day there was a very 
severe north-west gale and the ship was thrown out of her 
couree and arrived at one of the islands on the coast of Koyo- 
Ken, in Zenrando, where she sheltered for three and a half 
days. She eventually arrived at the port of Ninsen some- 
time after 1 p.m.on the 13th ultimo. The party then 
divided, one intending to start overland for the capital 
and the other to sail for the same place in Corean vessels. 
The latter party expected to reach their destination first, and 
to take over the Legation buildings and await the arrival of the 
Minister. They therefore engnged fuur vessels and left on the 
14th,15th and 16th ultimo. The Minister, who went on horseback, 
however, reached the capitul first, as the party who went by sea 
found their passage impeded by ice. The Minister and his 
staff were put to the greatest inconvenience by the non-arrival 
of the reat of their party, and had to ask the Corean Govern- 
ment to furnish them with provisions fc. The passengers that 
went by aca in three of the vessels landed at Tsutaku, ten ri 
from Ninsen ; the other vessel mauaged to break through the 
ice and the crew landed at Kiupo, sixteen ri from Ninsen. The 
local authorities rendered them every amistance in their power, 
but owing to bad roads and imperfect transport, great 
delay tuok place in the carrying of the cargo, some of which 
was even stolen en route by robbers. 

“In Fusanit is now bitterly cold, though snow falls but seldom; 
the rivers, however, are all frozen, 80 much eo as to prevent 
any traffic. On the 28th more than thirty poraons rode on horse- 
back on ice for distauce of over ten chu, a thing hitherto 
quite unheard of." 

The Hochi Shinbun states that an Iuternational Telegraph 
Congress will be held in Paris, from Ist August uatil 15th 
November next. 

The Akebono Shinbua says that the Osaka Mint commenced 
the coinage of copper money for tho 14th fiscal year on the 17th 
instant. The Soda manufactory will bs opened un and after the 
Ist of February next. 

The same paper say that at the request of the public, all the 
police stations in Tokio are to be counecied with telephoncs, a0 
as to providy means for the immediac despatch of police 
whenever their presence is required, such us in cases of robbery 
or other accidents. ‘The instruments are now being manufac- 


tured at the Civil Engineering Establishment at Aksbane. 
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_ The Kioto Nichi Nichi Shinbun, the publication of which had 
been stopped, will re-appear on the 25th of this month. 

A new journal will be published in the town of Mito, in the 
prefecture of Ibaraki, on and after the Ist of next month, under 
the name of Ibaraki Nichi Nichi Shinbun. 

The Hoch: Shinbun informs us that the road leading from the 
town of Sendai to the port of Nobira, in the prefecture of 
Miyagi, is very irregular, and presents great obstacles to traffic. 
This road is a very important one as the above named port is 
daily becoming more prosperous, and the wealthier merchants 

of the place are therefore going to improve its condition, ex- 
tending it on both sides so as to facilitate the means of trans- 
port. About thirty thousand yen will be required for the ex- 
pense, of which amount Government will advance ten thou- 
sand yen. 

The Hockhé Shinbun contains a paragraph to the effect that it 
has frequently pointed out the bad habits of jinrickisha 
coolies and the annoyance they give to respectable people. It 
appears however, thut “the latest idea is for one coolie to bet 
another five sen that he cannot induce some woman whom they 
gee approaching to take his jinrickisha. The man goes off and 
tries every persuasion in his power, while the other, in order to 
save his bet, shouts out all the filthy and obscene language he 
can think of, 0 as to put herto shame. Thus these vehicles, 
intended to be a public convenience, have now become a public 
nuisance.” 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
ToxKIO aND YoxkoHaMa SECTION. 
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16th — 1881. § 1709755 
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INQUIRY. 


An inquiry was held yesterday at H. B. M.’s Consulate 
into the death of Samuel Cowles, apprentice on board the 
British barque £thelstan, who disnppeared during the 
passage ou the evening of the 12th of September last, and 
was supposed to have jumped overboard. 

Mr. G. J. L. Hodges read au extract to the above effect 
from the official log. | 

Captain Bayley, master of the Zthelstan, testified to the 
correctness of theentry in the log. He said that the boy was 
particularly civil and polite and he had no fault whatever 
to find with him. He believed that he had been on a voy- 
age before to New York, as under-steward in a steamer. 
He heard of the boy’s disappenrance very shortly after it 
had happened, and cousulted with the officers aud crew as to 
whether it was any nse to lower a boat. 

The chief officer of the ship confirmed the accuracy of 
the ship's log and the eaptain’s evidence, adding :—“ It 
was aboat eight o'clock that I heard the boy was missing. I 

went forward at once and hai a search made, but we could 
not find him.” 

Alfred Coombes, A.B., stated ;—Tho lust time I saw the 
deceased I was on the forecustle ; that was about 7.30 p.m. 
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The order was then given to take in staysaile and I went 
aloft. It only took about ten minutes to take iu sail and 
I cnme down, but then I missed hin. When the small bell 
aft struck eight bells, the bell forward did not answer, so I 
atruck it myself, and noticed the absence of the hoy, whose 
duty it was to strike it. I thought his absence strange and 
went and searched for him; not finding him I reported it to 
the chief officer. The captain consulted us about lowering 
a boat, but we thought it would be useless to do so, as the 
boy could not swim a stroke, and must have gone down at 
once, 

A seaman who had charge of the wheel during the 
watch in which the occarrence took place testified to seeing 
Oowles on the forecastle at six o'clock. He had heard that 
he had talked, before, about jumping overboard. 

John James Lacey, ordinary seaman, stated :—On the 
night in question the deceased came into the forecastle to 
light his pipe. Hoe then came aft and told mo that he 
meant to jamp overboard some of these dark nights, and 


asked me to do 20 also. He then went forward again to look 
out, and I went below. That was the last I saw of him. 
Decision reserved. 
Formree. 


I find that Samnel Cowles, apprentice of the British 
Barque thelstan of Liverpool, official number 74,522 lost 
his life by drowning from that vessel in Lat. 24°2’ 8, Long. 
8°0’ W. on Sanday the 12th September 1880, between the 
hours of 6.80 and 8 p. m. and that there is no evidence to 
shew whether such death was accidental or caused by his 
own act. 

Gero. J, L. Hovergs, 


British Pro-Consul. 





LAW REPORTS. 


IN H. B. M.’s COURT FOR JAPAN. 
Before R. T. Rem, Esq., Judge. 
(Friday, 21st day of Jannary, 1881) 
Avexanner OLarx ve. Wau. Bourne. 


This was a case in which the plaintiff claims $5 from the 
defendant as damages for failing and refusing to deliver to 
the plaintiff, upon demand duly made upon the defendant, 
certain articles, to wit a stove and two stove stands, offered 


for sale at auction to the highest bidder, at a certain sale 


at auction, without reserve, held by defendant at Yokoha- 
ma on the 7th January, plaintiff being the highest bidder 
and having tendered the amount of his said bid and offer for 
said articles, and having complied with all the conditions of 
said auction sale. ; 

Mr. Hill appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Lowder for 
the defendant. 

Mr. Hill addressing the Court said that he had worded 
the summons iu a way which he trusted would meet with 
approval. His doctrine was that there was a personal 
contract aud be charged the defendant with haviug made 
such a contract. 

His Honor :—An auctioneer is only an Agent, you must 
remember ; before you can reuder him personally liable you 
must bring something more to prove it. 

Mr. Hill: —That I trnst to do by the evidence and I 
will now call the defendsnt. 

Willinm Bourne, sworn, stated :—I am an auctioneer 
and the defendaut in this suit. There is no license required 
for au auctioneer in Yokohama. I recognize the catalogue 
handed in [Marked A] as that ofa sale held ou the 7th of 
January, at No. 94.. There were conditions of sale, not 
specified in the catalogue, hung up in my office, and also 
at tho place of auction. This is our — plau. 

Mr. Hill :—Can you produce them ? 

M:. Lowder objected, but His Houor said he must have 
(ium. 

Defendaut :—They were the usual conditions. 

Mr. Lowder said that, to save time, he would produce 
them himself. [Copy handed in]. 

Defeudaut:—Mr Clark was at the auction iu the after- 
noon. I spoke to him and said I would rather be did not 
attend my auctions, but stopawny. After this, however, 
he persisted iu bidding, and I told him I sheuld trouble him 
for 50 per ceut on his bid. Ho appoaled, I Lelieve, to the 
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geutlemon present to witness that I had refused his bid. Ir 
was in the afteruoon. I don’t remember seeing him in the 
forenoon, or taking bids of his. Wheu I told Mr. Clark 
that I required 50 per cent deposit it was the first notice J 
had given him. I made the usual reserve of uot selling a 
$100 article for $20; I forget my actual words. Delivery 
was to be betweeu 9 aud 12 nextday. I refused Mr. 
Clark’s bid once or twice. The last time was lot 238, one 
stove and two stands. I think I also refused for a pin-fire- 

. He bid $4.00 for the stove, but I refused it, aud sold it 
to the previous bidder for $3.75 Mr. Clark had been a 
frequent purchaser at my auctions, He has never been a 
defaulter in payment. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lowder: I refused Mr. Clark’s 
bid because I am led to believe that he is in combiuation 
with Japanese and others to prevent a proper price being 
obtained for goods sold at puvlic auction. He does this by 
offering and receiving different sums, varying from $50 to 
$100, uot to bid at such and such a sale. Iu other words, 
I mean that he buys off probable purchasers and is himself 
bought off. I can say that at the sale of the salvage of the 
late fire, held at No. 104, the China and Japan Tradin 
Co.’s, a sale conducted by Mr. F. A. Cope and myself, 
heard that Mr. Clark had offered Mr. ‘a de Boer $50 
not to bid. 

His Honor :—Will you call Mr. Jan de Buer? 

Mr. Lowder :—If necessary, but I reserve the right of 
of calling no witnesses if I like. 

Cross-examination continued :—At first there were only 
a few bidders but afterwards many. An auctioneer can tell, 
with a little practice, whether there is a combination or not. 
Mr. Jan de Boer was bidding. I was selling, among other 
things, several lots of clucks. Japanese were bidding, but 
I think he was the principal buyer. All through the auc- 
tion he and the Japnnese were competing together. 

His Honor :—TI understand the matter to be then, that 
had Mr. Jan de Boer been persuaded to remain away, the 
auction would have been attended by considerable lves. 

Mr. Lowder :—Exactly, Your Honor. 

Continued :-—The plaintiff's general reputation is that 
of a “ knocker-out ” especially among the auctioneers, and 
for that reason, I refused his bid on this occasion. He did 
not offer me 50 per cent on any bid that he made. Iu 
answer to my demand he said “I'll giveyou a cheque for 
$100—or even $1,000 if you like.” I refused him. He 
has never offered to pay me for lot 238. 

Re-examined by Mr. Hill:—Mr. Jan de Boer told me 
after the sale was over that plaiotiff had offered him $50 pot 
to bid. I said just now that the anction would have suffered 
had he accepted the bid. Mr Becker and Mr. Cope have 
both described Mr. Clark as a * knocker-out. ” ——— 
have tuld me too that the plaiutiif is in che habit of giving 
and receiving bribes. I can name one man, called Tauahi- 
ys. Manzo is another. I have beard the same from 
foreigners, but don’t ac present remember names. I speak 
only of plaintiffs reputation among my fellow-nuctioneers 
and the Japanese who attend auctions. When I told plaintiff 
I wanted a 50 per cent deposit, he did not tender me the 
wonry. I have previously taken cheques from him. 

Mr. Lowder ubjected to this as not rising from the cross- 
examination. | 

His Honour overruled the objection. 

- Coutinaed :—I cannot recollect all the cheques I receive 
in my business, I do not think I ever refused plaintiff's 
cheques befure. He asked me at the office for my accouut 
the day after the sale and I referred him to the clerk. 

To the Court :—I do not think he ever asked me per- 
sonally for delivery. He never offered to pay me 25 per 
cent. on his bids. - 

Alexander Clark, sworn, stated :—I am the plaintiff in 
this case. I know the defendant and attended his auction 
at No. 94 on the 7th instant. I went there some time 
before 10 a.m. ‘The sale commenced in a small office to the 
left of the gate where the conditions of sale were posted. 
I think the conditions handest in are the same. Me, Bourne 
began x few minutes altcr ten, saying “ Gentlemen, the 
conditions are hung up on the wall.” I bid for a Hepburn’s 

ctionary; defenudant took my bid, and then bought it in, 
himeelf. “ Afterwards I made severul bids for h susehold 
furniture, in the forenoon, and they were all accepted. The 
Sale stopped shortly after twelve and recommenced at 2 p.m. 
in the godown. I attouded again. My firat bid was for lot 
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237,8 pin fire gu. After the first two or three bids defendant 
weemed to skip my bids and take others. He refused my 
last bid: I enid “Mr. Boarne, do not you take my bid ? 
he replied “ No.” I asked his reason, and he said angrily 
“TI shall require 50 per cent. from you.” I took outa 
Japanese ten yeu note, and my cheque book: I uffered to 
pay 25 per cent. according to his conditions, or to give him 
a cheque on the Oriental Bank. During this the gua was 
knocked down to somebody else. The next article was 
lot 238. I bid $4.00 for the lot, but defendant ignored 
my bid entirely and knocked it dowu to a Japauese for 
$3.75. I said “ Mr. Bourne do you mean to say you won't 
take my bid?” He replied “I don't want your bid, 
I won,t have your bid, aud I won't have you here.” 
These were his exact words, There were several 
foreigners to whom I called to take notice of it. 
Amongst them were Mr. Green and Mr. Moes. It is part 
of my business to attend auctions. The stove in question 
was aa English coal-burning stove, in fair order, When 
new a fair price would be $35, I should think. The stands 
were wooden, tinned over. It would be worth second-haud 
$10 to $15 to me. The last purchase I made from the 
defendant at auction was in November last. They were 
ven damaged goods ex Gilurnum. The total was $2,625.84. 
I paid in cheques and cash. Since then I have bought at 
Mr. Cope’s without his asking me for a deposit. If I coald 
have bought the stove I might have sold it for $10 profit. 
There were other articles I might have bought and made 
profit on, if my bids had not been refused. Next morning I 
went to Mr. Bourne's office: be was standing inside. I asked 
him to give me my bill for the price of the stove and I 
would pay him and take delivery. He said “I can't go there 
myself as I have other business, but my man is there aad 
will deliver any goods you may have bought.” I went to 
No. 94 at once and asked defendant’s clerk for the 
bili for the stove. He said he knew nothing about it, a 
Japanese had bought it. What defendant states about my 
offering Mr. Jan de Boer any money to induce him not to 
bid, or about my receiving money myself for similar pur- 
poses is utterly untrue. 

His Honor here interposed to the effect that the evidence 
was irrelevant. The claim was for $5 only and plaintiff 
had shown already that he might have made $10 if he had 
obtained the stove. Any question as to further dam 
was unnecessary. He used Mr. Hill’s own words in - 
ing of $5 damages 

Mr. Hill bowed to the ruling of the Court: he had 
nothing further to ask. 

Mr. Lowder suggested an adjournment until 1.80 p.m., 
as his croas-examination might take a litsle time. 

The Coart adjourned accordingly. 

On the Court reopening, Mr. Lowder commenced his 
cross-exatnination. 

Wituess :—I think I have stated everything that took 
pluce between defendant, defeadant’s clerk aud myself the 
day after the sale. I did nut produce any coiu and offer it to 
Mr. Bourne or his clerk. I had no dollars, but only notes. 

Mr. Lowder said that he thought there was uo need to 
take up the time of tho Court as he could shew, he believed, 
that the case ought to be dismissed. The plaintiff himself 
had admitted that he never offered payment, which was one 
of bis points. 

His Honour, however, cousidered it premature. Counsel 
had elicited a “ Yes or No” answer, but the re-examination 
wight explaiu that away. 

Crous-examination continued :—I remember an auction 
by defendant of damaged rice ex Cilurnum. I made ‘no 
compact with Tannabiya Shimbei or any other person not 
to bid at the auction, Idid not receive any money from 
him or any one else with rexpect to that auction, to cause 
me to refrain from bidding. Iam not iu the hahit of ac- 
cepting sums for that purpose. Iam not in the habit, and 
have never offered any money to any oue; never to Mr. Jan 
de Boer. I deny that on tho 22nd December, at No. 10+, 
I cfferet him $50 tein fem hiding, Idid nor re 
ceive any moucy trom Japanese nat to bid at a kerosene 
auction, held by Mr. Cope, at Ishikawa. I have uot been 
forbidden to enter Mr. Becker's auction room on account of 
malpractices at auctions, and bad character. 

Re-exnmined by Mr. Hill :—When I saw Mr. Bourne 
the morning after the auction, I told him I had come to 
pay him, aud I bad in my hand a Hougkoug Bauk $5 note 
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with which I proposed to make payment. The auction at 
Ishikawa was about the middle of lust year. Ihave bought 
goods of Mr. Cope since and never beeu asked for a deposit. 
Mr. Becker on une occasion told me he would not take my 
bids. Itold him I should comply with the conditions of 
the sale, should bid and bold him responsible for refusing 
them. He then accepted my offers both at that auction 


and apt 

To the Court :—I am well informed of the conditions of 
the sale. I did not know that (o offer a note and expect 
change is not a Jegal tender, as Iam not well acquainted 
with law. I said to Mr. Bourne’s clerk “Mr. Walker, I 
want the bill for the stove, and here’s the money to pay for 
it.” He eaid “ A Japanese has the stove, I know nothing 
about it.” I said nothing more but left. I have made no 
subsequent demand for the stove. I knew at the time that 
the goods were being suld by the order of Mr. Barlow, 
Agent for Shaw & Ca, in liquidation. 

E. J. Moss, sworn, stated :—I am a shopkeeper and am 
well acquainted with the parties in this case. TI attend auc- 
tious and buy on commission. I was at the auction at No. 
94. I remember a slight altercation between the parties. 
I saw Mr Clark at the auction iu the morning. He bid for 
some things. I don’t remember any thing special. I heard 
no disputes between him and the auctioneer as to his bids, in 
the forenoon. I remember plaintiff bidding for lot 237. There 
was something said about defendant not accepting the bid, 
bat Mr. Green overbid and the gun was knocked down to 
him. When Mr. Bourne refused the bid, plaintiff said he 
could give him a cheque for $100 or $1,000. I forget his 
his actual words. 

Mr. Lowder had no questions to ask. 

Tauabiya, a Japanese witness, was next called, but owing 
to the absence of the interpreter, it was agreed to strike out 
what bad been said on evidence abont this mau, and dispeuse 
with him as not being necessary. 

Mr. Lowder asked to have defendant re-called 
wished to ask him one question. , 

William Bourne, recalled, said:—No bank note was 
shewn me by the plaintiff when he came to my rooms the 
day after the sale. He never said be had any money, or 
offered to pay any. He merely asked fur his account, and 
I am sure he never said he wanted to pay it. 

Mr. Lowder :—I will now apply that the summons be 
dismissed on the following grounds. Ist. No contract has 
been proved between plaintiffand defendant. 2ud. Even 
assuming that a contract had been proved it is plain that 
the certain conditions necessary as precedent to enable plain- 
tiff to sue upon that contract were not observed by him. 
With reference to the first point; it isa proposition in law 
that an offer in an auction on one side is not binding until 
accepted by the other, which is shown by the lot being 
knocked down, There is always a locus penitentia, the bid- 
der can withdraw his bid and the seller his offer before the 
fall of the hammer. (Counsel bere made lengthy quotations 
from Keut’s Commentaries and Story on the Law of Sales 
in support of his argument). 

His Honour that the cases quoted supported the argu- 
ment as to contract, but he wanted some case to support an 
auctioneer in changing the conditions of sale, after the sale 


as he has 


r. Lowder said it was difficult to find a case exactly like 
it ; but the case of Spenser v Harding was almost similar. 
This was not an auction but an advertisement for tenders. 
In all cases where the property is not sold without reserve 
the auctioneer can buy in lots, if going too cheap, so that 
he does uot actually sell to the highest bidder. 

_ His Hovour :—This does not apply to the present case, as 

the lot was not bought in, bat sold to another bidder. 
Before a sale the auctioneer can make any conditions he 
likes to protect himself or principals, | 

Mr. Lowder :—I would mention too that the contract, it 
auy existed, was not herween the plainti(fand defendant, but 
between plaintiff and deems pormenpal-. diced poautld 
acted properly he would have gonc to defendant's principals. 

His Honor :-—But if the agent had exceeded his powers, 
I do not think the principal would be liable. 

Mr. Lowder :—Another point is, that even assuming that 
there was a contract, tho plaintiff never paid the contract 
money. Next, he did not tender the actual price. Even it 
he did havea §5 note in his hand, which we deny, that 
was not a proper tender. The conditious of sale say that 
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the goods must be absolately paid for before being taken 
away. Plaiutiff knew these conditions ; be knew there had 
been a dispute aud that most likely there wonld be some 
difficulty, so he should have gone prepared to pay the proper 
amount. That is really the point on which I wish the 
summons dismissed (Counsel quoted Leeke on Contracts). 

Mr. Hill:—As your Honor says, this is a question of con- 
tract. As to tender, a legal tender depends something on 
custom, and to ascertain the usun] custom I asked defend- 
ant his former method of taking payments. He saya he did 
not notice the plaintiff offering $5. Idon’t know that the 
exact amount $4 must be tendered. I should say a bauk 
note of more than that would be a legal teuder, without au- 
thority to the contrary. . 

His Honor:—But strictly speaking the money must 
he put down on the table, must quit your hand, and must be 
the excot sum. I can confirm this from my own experience 
in a dixpute with an auctioneer some years ago. 

Mr. Hill:—Ie is a fact that Mr. Bourne had this dispute, 
and that the stove was disposed of. Plaiut«ff said “ here is 
the money,” but defeudant referred him to auother agent, 
to whom defeudant went. 

His Honor :-—Unquestionably plaintiff made two offers, 
but were they legal tenders ? 

Mr. Hill :—That is for your Honor to decide. It remains 
that plaintiff went and offered to pay and that defendant did 
not actually refuse to accept the mouey, but referred him to 
sume one else, I should like your Honoar to look up some 
— whose names I will give you, as I have vot the 

His Honour referred to the cases in question, but said he 
ailed to see where they applied. 

Mr. Hill :—My doctrine is that here there was actually 
no need for a tender, and also that the defendant, by deliver- 
ing the stove to another maa, had effectually precluded 
himself from carrying out the contract. 7 

His Honour :~In this case the conditions of sale seems 
to me particularly to demand that teader of payment should 
be e. I thiuk it useless to go further. I think it 
ought to have been made, and that you yonrself have said 
you made a tender, but have failed to prove it. The sum- 
mons is therefure dismissed, with costs. 

The Court then adjourned. 








DRAW-POKER,. 


Ever since Gen. Schenck’s admirable treatise brought it promi- 
nently into notice, savants have been endeavoring to prove that 
draw-poker is justly entitled to consideration as one of the exact 
aciences, beaatifully governed hy strictest mathematical law, instead 
of being merely one of the eccentric and ruleless recreations inci- 
dent to American leisure. Their efforts, however, seem to be at- 
tended by many complex difficulties. 

In a recent paper upon the “ Correlation of Blind and Straddle,” 
Prof. Dana, the eminent geologist, submitted to the Royal Society 
the following, which he modestly claimed as his own discovery : 

In experimenting upon the effects of age upon diversely stratifi- 
ed hands before the draw, I foand, when the senior hand consisted 
of one Azoic stratum of deuces, and one Paleosoic stratum of kings, 
with an intermédiary and unprofitable sub-stratum of detritus com- 
posed of an old — ——— first, the tendency to create an 
upheaval in the metallic deposit at stake, and thereby cause a 
second influx of fossil ivory towards the common centre, was great- 
er —— —— ee eee) eee 
sai subsequently usually segregated said foesil accretions, 
and gathered them about itself. 

Having been appointed a committee to investigate the above, 
Profs Huxley, Darwin, and Tyndall pursued their researches from 
7:30 p.m. one Saturday until 11:15 a.m. Sunday, and Prof. Huxley, 
the Chairman, reported as follows : 

Your ttee, after arduous labor and great expense find that, 
while the Dana theory of Elevation of Straddles, as contained in his 
paper, is correct in the premise, it is sometimes disastrously fal- 

ious in the conclusion. One of the experiments tried by your . 
Committee proved this. as follows: Thesenior hand, governed by 
myvelf. consisted before the draw of one stratum of ensanguined 
jacks, one stratam of sable queens, and one accidental but worth- 
l--# diamond,—almost as valuable a formation as that instanced b 
Fror. vena, The sub-senior hand, engineered by Prof. Tyndall, 
was nearly homogencous with small spades, the beautiful continuity 
being only bobtailed at one end by a healthy but inefficacious heart. - 
‘the janior hand, under the mangement of Prof. Darwin, consisted 
before the draw, as he stales. of one thin stratum of deuces, with 
three substrata of detritue.—an eight, a four, and a six of asso 
suits. Profs. Tyndall and Darwin having duly entered, I generously 
uplifted the revenuc to the extent of the limit, which in our case 
was £10. Tothia Prof. Tyndall readily acceeded. Prof Darwin 
demurred for several minutes, arranged and rearranged his strata 
in an uncertain and, as we thought, nervous manuer, but finally 
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concluded his meditation and contributed quite a handsome fousil 
collection towards the general centre. Tome he then dealt oue 
eub-stratum ; to Prof. Darwin one ; and to himeelf three. Applying 


myscif to the taxidermist’s art, I soon discovered that my formation | R 


of jacks had been wonderfully enriched, the triple strata 
of which even now, resting upon my atratum of queene, 
quite filled my hand. Prof. ‘I'yndall then, after exanining his 
newly-acquired stratum with evidences of suppressed emotion, 
advanced one fossil, to the valuc of £2. Prof. Darwin took a pan- 
oramic view of his strata, and ncatly covered that. and, to my 
delight, added a smaller fossil. to the value of 10 shillings. I 
promptly covered both deposits, and then procceded to hoist Prof. 
Darwin to the extent of £10. Still further to my delight Prof. 
Tyndall elevated me in like ratio. I naturally feared that now 
Prof. Darwin woul retire. So did Prof. Tyndall, who half re- 
tted having put on so aggressive a front to his usually timid 
end. But to our immense satizfaction, Prof. Darwin, after a- 
gain reviewing his strata to see if they were all there, not only 
nimbly ascended Prof. Tyndall's elevation, but capped it, as before, 
with 10 shillings. Rojoicing secretly in the wisdom of the Dana 
theory, but with an artful simulation of hesitation designed to 
encourage my fellow investigators, I again climbed over both pre- 
cipitous heaps to the extent of £10. Then began a contest which 
ow comes to me like a blurred and hideous dream. Prof. Tyndall 
neaped over me, Prof. Darwin hopped over him, and I turned eomer- 
Igeta over Prof. Darwin. until not only was my entire fossil collec- 
tion, my pocket-portfolio of engraved portraits of Government 
celebrities, and cheques for half the sum of my accumulations in the 
East India Bank, heaped on the pile, with Prof. Tyndall's watch 
and eye-glasees and fine polariscope and ocollar-buttone, together 
with his seal ring, a mortgage on his house, an order for 
seven months’ vance salary as Secre of your ho- 
norable body, and a transfer order for two-thirds of his 
—— consols, but also drafts from Prof, Darwin upon his pub- 
lisher for the entire gross receipts of a new edition of the “ Descent 
of Man,” and a corrected revision of the “ Origin of species,” with a 
clear deed of the copyright of a book now in preparation. I now 
naturally began to fear lest my zeal shouid blight the future of my 
two friends, especially that of Prof. ‘in, whose uaintanoce 
with the science under discussion was but limited at best, and who, 
I felt quite certain, merely persevered through a gentlemanly spirit 
of accommodation. Bat as Prof. Tyndall continued his mascular 
exercise in boosting my ventures, and as Prof. Darwin would each 
time mildly encourage Aim with a 10-shilling prod, I still con- 
tiuued. —— when ee! A overcoat, and Prof. Tyndall's rubber 
— and Prof. D ‘a telescope hat, had been added to the 
eap on the extra table brought in to hold the increasing pile, the 
hands were called all round, Prof. Darwin apologeti saying 
that he called —— he had nothing more to bet but his 
sleeve-buttons, which were a birthday present from his wife. 
Upon the call, I looked at Prof. Tyndall, Prof. Tyndall looked at 
Prof. Darwin, and Prof. Darwin looked at both of us. Prof. 
Tyndall said that he had not foreseen this,—that he had 
been bounced higher than when he was on top of the 
Matterhorn, and had forgot himself in his excitement,—that 
he was 80 sorry he couldn't think, but he had an ace flush, 
He then started to gather in and count up the pot. I 
checked him, and with tears in my eyes confessed that I had 
been very, very wrong, but that I had really —— Prof. 
Tyndall's strata were more nearly like my own,—that I felt keenly 
for Prof. Darwin, who had been innocently into the 
destructive contest,—that I would cheerfully return to him his 
vest, and comforter, and polka-dot handerchief, and telescope hat, 
and to Prof. Tyndall his eye-glasses, and goloshes, and one collar- 
button, and beg both not to mention it,—that I had been surprised 
at the tremendous developmental effect of the draw upon the 
cla arg ee re hand, and had been unnecessarily 
eluded into raising,—and I was almost ashamed to say it, as 
they were friends, but that I had three jacks and a pair of queens. 
——— gong ta — the — In 
was assisted by , who certainly displayed the 

utmoet stoicism throughout. At length, when the huge pile was 
sorted and the value roughly estimated, I thought to console him, 
and asked him what he . The horror of both Prof. Tyndall 
and mysclf can only be imagined by your learned body when we 
saw Prof. Darwin deliberately first pooket the neatly-folded 
bank-notes, ana then the rolls of guineas, and then put Prof. Tyn- 
dall’s watch in his fob, and try on Prof. Tyndall's goloshes, and 
adjust Prof. Tyndall's eyeglasses on his nose, and test them b 
ranuing over my hand again, and put on my overcoat, and stud 
the pockets thereof with the mortgages, and deeds, cheques, 
etc., which had accumulated, and ten pass in the fossils to me ta 
be cashed, and, finally, with a delicate smile of condolence, skin 
out four deuces and a king. 


Your Committee beg to state that the Dana theory is pernicious 
and fraudulent im the extreme. In conclusion I would respectfully 
beg to withdraw my offer to make at my own expense a scientific 
investigation of the theory of Prof. McCosh. of Princeton, that 
“straighte are absolute in jack-pots.” Prof. Tyndall also desires me 
to asy that his failing health will prevent his equipping and acoom- 
panying the propoeed party to explore the glaciers of the Jungfrau, 
and says they must equip themselves or stay at home. 

Accompanying the alove was a minority report, as follows: 

The Dana theory, in my opinion, is the moet striking instance of 
transmitted Simian instinct I have yet seen. Although apt to 
mislead at first sight, its finer and more deeply-seated reasonings 
are among the noblest and most improving studies in the contem- 
— of the ascent and descent of man. I beg to inclose my back 

ues for eighteen months to the Royal Society; with advance pay- 
‘ments for the year, and to state that I will cheerfully contribute 
£600 towards the contemplated “Classification of the Ring-Tailed 
s of Madras” by your illustrious body. I have to-day 


Google 


decided to take a pleasure trip around the world, and will forward 
to your museum, at my own expense, all objects of interest 
— my notice. Respectfully submitted. CEARLES Danwim, F. 


Addendum :—Should your honorable body desire any further in- 
vestigations into the same subject 1 will cheerfully defer my tzip, 
and shall be proud to serve.— Tribune. C.D. 





METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNIXG FRIDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongs, Tokio, Japan. 
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Barometer. 


g §s & 
Max, & Min. Therm. & % of Humidity. 


osccccsceccccecssceoccceeesFepresents velocity of wind. 
.peroentago of humidity. . 
Max. velocity of wind 25.6 miles per hour on Sunday at 2 p.m. 


ne en eer een ne weree and be thy level of 
© eca. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30°278 
inches on Friday, at 6 p.m.; and the lowest was 29-476 inches on 


Wedneeday, at 6 p.m. e highest temperature for the 
49°23 on Sunday, and the lowest was 23°.8 on the same day. 
maximum and minimum for the corresponding of 
were 47°.5 and 23°.5 respectively. The total amount of 
snow for the week was 2°540 inches. No rain or snow fell in 
corresponding week of last year. 





CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning ..............00 sscsecesesce-secceee LL ALM 
J KEyeniin 5.30 P.M. 
E Cuampneys Inwing, M.A, 
The Parsonage, 101. 


UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 


Sanday Morning ....... IIAMX. 
Erening.............. ose ————— —————— 8 P.M. 
Rev. Luruse H. Guuicx, M.D., 
Paster. 


” 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 


By G. N. CHENEY. 


BLACK, 






Yh 
& 
—— 





—— — = 
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. 
SS eee ee ee eee - eee — 
NASA 
~ 
8 8 
8 Ls 
~ SN 
‘ x 
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White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION OF CuEss PRoBLEM OF JAN. 15TH, BY C, C. Moore. 


White. Black. 
1.—B. to K. Kt. 4. 1.—K. to Kt. 4. 


2.—R, to Q. 6, dis. ch, 2.—K. R. 5. 
3.—R. to R. 6, mate. 

1.—K. takes P. 
2.—P. to K. R. 4. 2.—K. B. 5. 


3.—R. to Q. 4, mate. 
Correct solution received from “The Banished Brothers.” 





SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 





INWARDS. 
Jan. 17, British steamer ic, Davison, 2,627, from San Fran- 
—— CO ORO Ss — — 
an. 17, Japanese steamer eg aru, er, 1,603, from 
Pgs. ag Metonga: Temp tg ot tye 
an. 17, ese steamer, J'okai Maru, Ho 
sal aod General. to 3 Oa i Stig te from Si 
an. er wa N. x in- 
gapore, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 
Jan. 19, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christensen, 1,300, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 


Jan. American steamer City of Tokio, Cobb, 5050, from 
Hi , Mails and geueral, to P. M. Co. 
Jan. 20, Japanese steamer 7: Marx, Young, 1,230, from 


Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. 
Jan. 21, Japanese steamer Teu 
Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Jan. 21, British steamer Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, from Hongkong vif 
N ki, Mails and General, ta P. & O. Co. 
Jan. 21, British steamer Merioncthshire, Rickard, 1,245, from London 
vii Hongkong, General, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Belgic from San Francisco :—For Vokohama: 
Col. Horace Fletcher and wife, Baron Rosen and C. 8. Sharp. For 
—— Messrs. E. J. Lougard. C. L Lyons, and A. L. Young 
* * ee ne . — 

er Japanese steamer aru from Kobe :—Messrs. Harper 
— Jacobs. — 
er Japanese steamer Zakusago Maru. from Shanghai and ports — 
Revd. Dr. Nelson and Miss Nelson, Miss C. M C. Crew, Kiss H. 
A. Crew, Revd. Piri Adams, Messrs. G. S. Russell, KC. Kirby, 
P. 8. Symes, Johnston and 12 Japanese in cabin ; 112 Japanese, 1 
European and 1 Chinese in the steerage. 








OUTWARDS, 

Jan. 16, British ship Fontenaye, Tribe, for Kobe, Ballast, des- 
. — by A — & Go. —* 

an- 17, Japanese + Sumanoura Maru, Spiegel 925, for 

Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M.B.Co. es? 
Jan. 17, British steamer Belgic, avison, 2,627, for Hongkong, 
‘_ Mails and General, despatched by 0. & 0. Co. 
Jan. 21, British steamer, Priam, Batler, 1,572, for London via 

Kobe and China ports, General, despatched by Butterfield & 


Swire. 
Jan. 17, British barque Afikado, Lehman, 643, for Kobe, General, 
deepatched by Hudson & Co. 
ese steamer Tokio Maru, Swain, 1,146, for Shanghai 
and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 


Jan. 19, J 
&c., Mai 

Jan. 21, ye steamer Niigata Marw, Walker, 1,603, for Hong- 
kong vid Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 


Digitized by (Go gle 


PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer ae on ha ——— —— V8n Buren, 
Mre. Eldridge, and Mr. G. W. Bappey in the cabin. — 

Per —— steamer City of Tokio. For San Francisco :—Captain 
J. Hawthorne and wife, Mr. Julius Kum ; two Chinese in cabin and 
265 in steerage. ; 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Marw for Shanghai and_ports:—Mr. 
and Mrs. Bohm, Mr. and Mrs. Faber, Mrs. Hayashi, Messrs. J. G. 
Walsh, T. H. Whitehead, Yoshi —— C. S. Sheep, Ishi- 
tashi, Akaboshi, Kaniko, Alori, Ko yashi, Rio, Lanaiten, Iwa- 
kura, Yamamoto, Mogagima, Kamashima, and Hayashi. , 

Per British steamer Priam for London :—Captain and Mrs. Blair, 
Lieut. Blair and two children, Miss Profit, Mr. Dale, aud Mrs. C. 
A. de Boinville and child. s 

Per Japanese steamer Niigata Alaru for Hongkong vii Kobe :— 
Messrs. E. F. Kilby and Ashida. 


CARGOES. 
Tokio Maru for Shanghai — rts :— 





Per Japanese steamer 
ea 


i. hie: ‘ $ 2,500 
Per J teamer Takasago Maru f i and s:— 
“Tas SS a eee 


Treasure... 





REPORTS. 


The British steamer Belgic reports :—Left San Francisco, Decem- 
ber 2lst. 1880, at 3.25 p.m.. experienced very strong head winds to 
fresh gales with high confused seas hout the voyage. Decem- 
ber 31st, at 11.15 p.m. and in Latitade 37° 10’ N., Longitude 165° 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 22nd January, 1881.) 
















































| 
Discount on | & Ly 
Yen Satz. i ; €| #2 
a 5 38 
* | 7 Qa) mu 
A.M E = 3 
2 > 
& 3 | 2is = 
G S| A! a 
1881 | 
Saturday ...... Jan. 15 77,,' 74,4) — — — — — 
Monday ......... - WW ta | —| ie) cigs 
— 18 75y5 7 — — — — — 
Wednesday ey ee ee ee ee ee eee 
Thuraday ...... o 2B IH i= —|;—|— — 
Friday .......... 2 GN San SEATS Foe) ay od soe 
Saturday ...... Me kt RS yo Be eee eae ee 
NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 
P. M. Oo. Jan. 30th1 
AMDMRIGR .cevszveiness Giccactikadl Ce ok Feb. 14th 
Europe, via HONGKONG .........) M. M. Co. Jan. 27th2 
Tt e —— F. & O. Co. Feb. 5th 
HonaKona, via Koos............ ..; M. B. Co. Jan. 3ist 
BUCCI cccnciatida: sibxxecke ok ! P. M Co. 
JJ O. & O. Co. Feb. 8th 
Stanauat, Hioge & Nauasaxt...|' ML B. Co. Jan. 27th 
1.—Left San Francisco, Jan 6th, . 
2.—Left Hongkong, January 2ist, Volga! — 
NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 
JJ Gcesieuta acne | P. M. Ov. Jan. 23rd 
MUN TEN ccs O. & O. Co. | Feb. 11th 
Kunork, via HongKong ......... P.& 0. Co. | Jan. 30th 
Kuxork, via Wonakona .. M. M. Co. | Jan. 23rd 
SUR MAIET. . B. Co. 
HONGKONG, via Kone .............. NM. B. Co. Feb. 5th 
Homuα os ksdcs cceosscacceasdccecac 0. & O. Cu. | Feb. 16th 
Une—— P. Al. Co 
Suananat, IIIouÜo, & Naaasakt..| M. B. Co Jan. 26th 


ae ac A me Aci EN Mt nn tem 

The arrival and departure of mails by the “ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘ Pacitic Mail,” and the ** Peninsular and Oriental” 
companies, are approximate only. , 


— — — — —— — — ———e — 
LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 


The —— are the siguals made from the lightebip to denote 
the approach of vessels :— 


Merchaut steamer:—A black 
vessel below, at the yard arm, 

Mail steamer:—A black diamond, with the company's flag below, 
at the peak 

Mau-of-war :—National Hag of the vessel at the peak. 

Sailing vessels :—For a ship; tlag B. red): barque, Hag C. (red 
ball on white . Sea : brig, flag D. (white ball on blue ground): 
schooner, tlay V. (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 
with the vessel’s national Hag below as soon as it can be made out, 





ball, with the national lag of the * 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN WARBOUR. 



































Nan. CArTAIX. } Peagasn Rae. | ‘Toss. Kron. Anaiven, CoNnsIGNEES, 
eae | | 
STEAMERS. | ; | 
Bengal Stewart British steamer — 1,339 | Singapore ga 18 | Adamson, Bell & Co 
Courier per Russian steamer . 496 | Shan hai via Nagasaki; J | 1@ | Walsh, Hall & Co 
City of Tokio Cobb American steamer , 5,050 | Hongkong Tau, 13 | P. M. Co. 
Menzaleh Homery French steamer‘ 1,273 ! — Jan. 21M. M. Co. 
Merionethshire | Rickard | Britich steamer . 1,245 | London via Hongkong | Jan. 21 | Adameon, Bell & Co 
Sunda Reeves British steamer. “7 Hongkong Jan. 21 | P.& O. Co. 
Tanais Reynier French steamer 1, 736. Hongkony Jan. 12] M.AIl. Co. 
Takasago Maru Young | Japanese atenmer | 1,230 shanghai; & ports — M. B. Co. 
Wakanoura Mara Christensen | Japanese steamer | 1,300 | Kobe — M. B. Co 
| | 
SAILING SHIPS. | 
Athelstan Bayley British barque |! 771 | London Jan. 9 | W.J.8. Shand 
Alexander Carson Americauschooner, 62 /| Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | J.E. Collyer 
Buston Vale Buckingham British barque | 411 | Liverpool Dec. 17 | Hudson & Co. 
Black Diamond Baade German barque | 6Ol | N Dec. 23 | P. Bohm 
Cilarnum Beadle British ship 1,850 | Lougkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Clan Macleod Wilson British barque 646 | Antwe Jan. 10 | C. Dlies & Ca, 
Eiler Bank Parker British shi 1,145 | Middl fo Jan. 9 | Hudson & Co. 
Grandee Winn Awerican ship 1,295 | New York Jan. 8 | Order 
George Bewley Hammond British barque 1,040 | Autwerp Jan. 9 | Order 
Goodell Goodell American barque 964 | New York Jan. 9 | Isaack Bros. 
Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurilc Islands Oct. 31 | Captain 
Lottie Hiltz German schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4) Hohnholz & Co. 
Madame Demorest Japanese barque 70 | Newcastle, N.S.W, Apr. 39 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
North Star Jobuson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhots & Co. 
Oteego  . Ixaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | H. Cook 
Otome Hardy Americanschooner! 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Pioneer Maies Russian — 72 | Romo, vii Makelate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Scottish Fairy Toozes British ba 750 | Put in dismasted Oct. 10 | Malcolm & Co. 
Stella _| Werner Americansc — 30 | Karile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
Victoria Cross Tweedie British barque 668 | Antwerp _| Deo. 8 | Boyes & Co. 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
ee i 
Naa. Guns, | Tors, — H. OP. Devcrirrion, | Wiens rrom. ComMANDER. 
7 de ee) ate Se 
BRITISH—Albatross... . . -.- soa — | Sloop Chefoo Captain Errington 
FRENCH—Champlain =... 0. oes eee eee 10 1,040 | 450 Corvette —— Captain Michand 
GERMAN—Veneta ... ee 41909 2,000 — Corvette Ko Captain Zirzow 
RUSSIAN—Kniaz Pojareky tas Wah. Siar etal, “A 4,291 — Ironelad Nagasaki Captain Tirtoff 
és Craysser ... 0. eee ee ef 1,500 — Corvette Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 
* Africa... ce cee nee ee wee 14 1,400 — Cruiser Nagasaki Captain Alescoff 
a Ermak ... ...0 20. «0. coe cof = 4 375 — | Transport Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 





VESSELS ON THE BERTH 
——— — — — EEE — —— — — — 











Dæari NATIOXN. NAME. AURNTS. To se Deseatcnen. 
\ York Kobe and Chink ... ... ... Bengal Adamson, Bell & Co. — despatch 
* — * —— City” of Tokio P.M. Co. Jan. 23rd 
London via J apan and China ports Bote ak + lair — — Bell & Co. — — 
k ie. {hte Menzale . M. 
— way- ports ... sid bake . abe “eee ‘Vakasago Maru M. B. Co. Fea. 26th, at 4 P.m. 


San Francisco... -.. 0 cee cee cee tee wee Belgic | O. & O. Co. Feb. 1ith 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 











IMPORTS.—Business has been much affected by the depression in currency referred to last week and Yarn 
must be quoted lower. Shirtings are dull with prices nominally unchanged, the tendecy being in favor of buyers. Vel- 
vets weaker. Lawns enquired for, but holders are firm, Woollens dull and lifeless. 


COTTON YARNS :— : COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 
ium ... icul $29.75 to 31.50 | Velvets:—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $7.00 to 8.75 
on: 16 Ne 26 Comoe a (ET Per See gn ts S898 | Vicente lawn” 12 428» $0.76 to 077 
Bombay, No.20 do...» $29.50 to 31.50 | Taffachelass:— L 2 ,, 43, » $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... — — WOOLLENS :— 
» Good to Best... ... - mn Bte 00 to 41.00 | Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. 32in.... 450 to 6.00 
” $c. UH, Bees. “S88? 88 * ” ° : Figured Orleans ... ... ... 29-30 ,, 31,, ... 350 to 425 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Tastings ne 29.30 a 31 ‘ ~-10.00 to 11.00 
a : —_— 'e i 28 ds. 39 in. $1.50 to 1.90 ian ot eee eee ese eee eee 
i Aaa ae per pisos arts 39 in. $1.75 to225 | Camlet Cords... ... ... ... 20-80 5, 225, ... 450 to 5.75 
Z . 9 Ib.  , _ 38 ,, 45 in. $2.20 to 2.60 | pronsselines de Laines :—Crape 24 yds. 30 in.... 0.16} to 0.173 
T. Cloths :—7 lb. ... ...24 yds. 32in. per piece $1.55 to 1.70 do. Itajime 24 °,, 30,, ... 0.23 to 0.29 
Drills, English:—14-151b.40°,, 30in.  ,, arn — do. Yusen 2% ,, 30, ...0.35 to 0.45 
Prints Amortal 04 ; 30 in. : $1.40 to 2.60 Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 62 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black 32in. ,, $0.09} to 0.154 pre a” eee oor oat 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.2¢yds.30in. ,, $155 to 1.75 2 tac a a reg Oe ee 
Do. 2} to2 lb. 24 - 30 in. ‘5 $1.70 to 1.85 nilon eee ece eee eee 54 rT) to 99 eee 0.32} to 0.60 
Do. Sib... .. % , Sin. ,, $1.85 to1.95 | Blankets, green,6to8lbs. ... ... perlb. ... 037 to 0.41 


SUGAR.—Moderate sales at quotation. Stock 88,000 piculs. 
SAIGON RICE.—No eales. Stock 24,000 piculs. 


KEROSENE.—Sales have been on a fairly liberal scale at quotation, and sellers are weaker at the close. 
Stock 450,000 cases in first hands. 


Sagar :—Takao in bag... ... -.. .. perpical $4.50 Japan Rice ... ... 2. ... e+ oo perpicul $2.75 to 3.20 
* Taiwanfoo in Le Boss Hes oa $4.47} Ja Wheat . . .. tee tee 9 $2.00 to 204 
Ching- and Ke-pak _... A $7.75 to $9.00 n Rice foargo] bea! lauer saae:.. 5668 * 8100 
China No. 4-5, ongfun & Kook-fah... 99 $6.50 to $8.75. i Kerosene eco @oe ese 8=6ese eed eee case $1.97 to 1.96 
EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Durimg the past week there has been a fair demand for Silk and a good business has been done. Re- 
reels have been more iu demand and fiue size filatures are scarce aud in request. Prices remain firm, bat at the close of 
the week there is rather less doing. : 

Stock about 4,500 shipping bales. Sales of the week about 650 shipping bales. Total shipments to date 12,758 
bales against 13,829 bales at the same period last season. 


Exchange 3/83 Exchange 4.76 
Hanks.—No. 1 & 2 ...........secese $560 to $565 = 38/ to18/2 fes. 49/20 fo fos. 49.50 
- 99 BD ssecccssccscccceseess $550 = 178 = , » 48.90 
” 7 ” 23 —R —XX $530 = J 17/2 = » » 47.00 
” 2? & @ eeeccecccccce $500 = vi = » 9 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra ........cccc.sseee $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/8 = » 57.90 to , 58.70 
. 97 l — $590 to $610 = 19/4 to 19,11 = 9 » 56.10 
——— $590 = 19/4 = 5 53.50to ,, 55.30 
a EER $540 to $550 = 1799 to18/l = |, 49.10to ., 50.00 
Kakedas—Best......---s-scccccsececcs G00 to $620 = 19/8 to20/4 = » 55.40to ~ 85.60 
» _ Medium & Good ...... $570 = 18/8 = ,, ~ 51.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best .. 0000000 $580 to $600 = 19/ to 19/8 = 59 52.20 to 09 §4,00 





TEA.—Our market continues inactive, the week's settlements amounting to about 800 piculs only. The high 
grades having been in most demand are firmer at the close—the stock of these kinds being small. 
The stock on offer is unaltered, say about 6,600 piculs. 


Common ve) a ——— Fine CS . . 1 to $23 
Good Common coe cece eco $9 to $12 Finest eco eee eco ry) cece oa to — 
Medium ... * wee ewe re — $14 to $15 Choice cee * eee — . 858 tea $2 
Good Medium eee eee eee eee coe $16 to $18 Choicest coe eee eee ooo eco $32 to $34 





EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 
EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates went steadily up during the past week to 3/83 for Bank bills on demand and 
3/8§ for 4 mouths’ sight, at which however they did not remain strong, a8 owing to no Private bills being on the 
——— somewhat more demand spriugiug up towards the close of the mail for remittances, rates have again 
wenkeued. : 


Sreatina—Bank 4 months’ sight ....................000 3 Ok SHanauai—Bank sight..................c000 .... 72 
» Bank Bills on demand.................cc0s 3 x,’ Private 10 days’ sight.......s.cse+0- oe 72 
‘ Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3 Ox New Yorx—Bank Bills on demand............... 89 
9 ” 6 ” 99 Pence ence ccc cenecccce 3 9 Private 30 days’ ight...... *2 

On Parts—Bank sight ........... 4.64 Ox 8an Faranctsco—Bank Bills on demand ...:..... 892 
zy Private 6 months’ sight ..................... 4.75 ” Private 30 days’ sight .... 

- Ox Honoxoxa—Bank sight .............:cccccsssseceeeee 2% prm. Knvsatz ...... ....... .... II 66f dis, 

— Private 10 days’ sight P 9 i t. GoLp Yun Socceecoccescocces eee TAN Sin nom. 





SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.— The 8.8. Priam has left for London The. s,s. Bengal has taken the New Y 
Mikado and Fontenaye have gone to Kobe with part of original cargoes ; beth are chartered a ene 
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J 
NOTICE. 


HE NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1881, an 


institution established for the encouragement of 


agricultural and manufacturing industries, will be opened 
on the Ist MARCH at UYENO PARK, TOKIO, and 
will remain open to the public till the 807TH JUNE, 1881. 
Live Stock will be exhibited from the Ist to the 15th 
May. Vogetables and Fruits, from the Ist to the 20th 
May. 
CLASSIFICATION. 


Grour I—Mining, Metallurgical products, Minerals, &c. 

Grovur IL—Chemical products, Porcelain and Metallic 
Ware, Furniture, Clothing, Jewellery, Paper, Books 
and other articles necessary for educational pu : 
Medical aud Surgical instraments, Arms, Civil ngi- 
neering Plans, Carriages, &. 

Group III.—Fine Arts and lacquered ware. 

Grour IV. -—Machinery. 

Group V.—Agricultaral products, animals, fish, articles 
manufactured from vegetables, preserved meats, tex- 
tile substances (both vegetable and animal), agri- 
cultural instrumeats, forest products, &c. 

Grovur V1.—Ornameutal trees, shrube, flowers, and stones. 

Open to the public daily from— 

9 a.m. to 4 Pe. from the 1st March to the 15th April. 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. from the 16th April to the 80th June. 





TICKETS. 
Red Ticketa issued on Sundays...cccccccccccsessccseeel Sen. 
White ,, * „Saturday ................... 8 , 


Light blue .,, ,, any other day .e.cc.rccccce 7 5 


NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
DEPARTMENT, 
Uyeno Park, Tokio. 


Yokohama, January 18th, 28M lw. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
SHIMONOSEKT STRAITS BUOYS, 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 
BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 





which were advertized as having broken adrift from their T 


moorings, have been replaced. 
BY ORDER. 


Lighthouse Establishmeut, 
; Benten, 
Yokohama, 17th January, 1881. 


Google 


China Fire Insurance Company, 


(LIMITED.) 


HE rate on FIRST-CLASS GODOWNS is this day 
reduced to 1} per cent less 20 per cent discount. 


MOURILYAN, HEIMANN & Co., 


Agents. 
Yokohama, January 5th, 1881. 


- Scottish Imperial Fire 
Insurance Company. 


REDUCTION OF PREMIUMS. 


‘Loa undersigned are nuthorized to accept risks on 
FIRST-CLASS GODOWNS aud’ their contents, 
atthe reduced rate of 1} per cent less 20 per cent. dis- 
count. 


C. ILLIES & Co., 


Agents. 
Yokohama, January 5th, 1881. 


NORTHERN ASSURANCE 
COMPANY. 


FIRE AND LIFE. 


f haere UNDERSIGNED, on behalf of this Company, 

are prepared toaccept FIRE RISKS on Fimsr-crass 
Gopowns and Bonpep WakrnHousss, at 1} per cent. and 
LIFE RISKS on Home Terns, and settle all claims 


thereon. 
W. M. STRACHAN & Co. 
Yokohama, January 6th, 1881. 


The London & Staffordshire Fire 
Insurance Company, 
- (Loarep). 


S COMPANY is now prepared to accept Risks on 
First-Class Godowns, at the rate of 1} per cent. per 


annam. 
W. J. S. SHAND, 
Agent. 








Yokohama, January 5th, 1881. 


PROVIDENT GLERKS © 
MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


NOTICE. 
. W. S. S. SHAND has been appointed Acrnt 
of this Association in Yokouama from this date 


| C. F. HOOPER. 
Yokohama, 17th June, 1880. 


SUN FIRE OFFICE. 


HE UNDERSIGNED are prepared to accept RISKS 
AGAINST FIRE for periods 


Not exceeding Ten days at.......0.0-. —X 1/8th, 
Four days atecc..coccccceesceeees 1/1 6th, 








of the annual rate. 
WILKIN & ROBISON, 


— Agents. 
Yokohama, June 24, 1879 
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IMPORTANT 


FOR 


EVERYBODY! 


i eee: Rodanow Manufacturing Company (Limited— 
Capital 62,000,000), Boston (Awerica), will forward, 
hereafter, even one single Watch to any part of the world 
at wholesale prices, ire, 35 per cent cheaper than any 
watchmaker, as none of them is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of every one intending to purchase a 
first-class relialle Watch to our following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. 


SILVER WATCH. £ s. 

Crystal glass, seconds hand........ —E ss 0 10 

Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 

double cover......ccececesees Seasesse ecccse 1 OD 

GOLD WATCH. 

Jewelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hunter, enamel or gold dial, lever 

esea ppment cecceccesscecees ...... L 16 
Hunting case, superior nickel movement, 
best quality with all the latest improve- 

ments, two gold Covers ......ecceccceeee 2 O8 





Keyless Watches 


(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modetn improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so many persons bave 
ruined their Watches. The Watch is wound by turning a 
knérled knob, placed on the handle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary meaus; the hauds are set in the same way. 
The advantages of these improvements are obvious, the 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
tight and dust-tight, thus preserving much longer the fluidi- 


ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the intervals Letween 
the necessary cleaning of the Watch. 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewelled, crystal £4. 
OOM: ccensinivas aainteic —— 0 17 

Double cover, enamel or ornamented 
J 66 

Superior skeleton movement, extra jew- 
elled, stout double cover ........e..ceces. 1 15 

GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 

Open face, lever escapement, ten jewols... 2 05 
alf hunter, best movement, ull latest 
improvements, fiftecn jewels... ......... 3 00 

Two stont gold covers, clironoinete, move- 
ment with centre seconds hands, a 
spleudid Watch for presentation ...... 38 15 


raitized y GOOgle 
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GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 


Three gold covers, movemeut of finest 
workmanship, ceutre seconds hands, re- 
peating hours und quarters 

Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 
weeks, and month on dial, repeating 
hours, quarters, and eighths, three hea- 
vy gold covers, warranted for five yenrs, 
and without doubt the best and hand- 
somest Watch in existeuce...... cocee 





OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches can be had in smaller size to 
suit for ladies’ wear at the same price, Monograms, 
initials, armes, etc., engraved-on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. 

2.—All our Watches are thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, aud will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of the world, together 
with spare maiusprings, glasses, and keys, these being a 
great convenience, as in man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of impossibility to replace one of those 
articles. 

3.—Every watch is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity and superiority of its workman- 
ship for three years, during which time no charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases are eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of tle Lest sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed ou orders for 
six aud more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 


climate. 


7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with- 
out difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abroad filled unless accompanied by 
a remittance to cover the amount, or a reference ou a Boston 
house. 

Persons residing in any part of tho world need not 
hositate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchanged free and 
safe by post, or money refunded. The best means of send- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any banker aad everywhere,—or 
enclose the amount in bauk-notea, gold coins, or postage 
stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 
smallest as well as the most important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will be forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


THE 


Rodanow Manufacturing 
Company, 


5 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America, 


J. J. GARGAN, 
ENGINEER AND M ACHINIST, 


Boiler-maker, Black-smith, Copper-smith, 
and Tin-smith. 

House Building & Repairs & General Contractor. 
No. 88, Creek Side, 
YOKOHAMA. 

Yokohama, November 22nd, 1880. 








Jan. 22, 1881.] THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 85 
MASCEULAREOUS, MISCELLANEOUS. 
BUGS, BUGS, FLEAS, KOTHS, HOTHS, BRETLS fJONGKONG AN AND § SI. ANGHAL B Al B ANKING CORPORA 
TLON, 
Parp-vup CAPITAL — ... 85, 000, 000. 
aud all other insects are destroyed by Reserve Fun... -- $1,600,000. 
Head Office: Ht 


KEATING’S INSEGT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 

Iu exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordingry, aud no one need be troubled by those pests. 
It is age clean jn application. 

for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’ 8 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. 

SoLp Br ALL Ogeyisrs 1x Borres, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING'S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY YEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most able method 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 

Me. Keatm 


a, 
Dear Sir, —I think it a my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your ablets, which I may justly 
my is enormous, in e case ‘gre the greatest satisfacti 





on. 
ave now in stock erry case containing the Round Worms 
—2* me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fully, 
M. A, WALKER. 
Sop 1x Borttres, uy art Cuoemists aND DruaaistTs. 


Proprietor—THOMAS§ KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAPTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpasged remedy bave been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT J BNGORAND. 


SHEET IRON, 


BRANDED 
— BALDWIN—WILDEN, * AND “SEVERN.” 


FIN PLATES, 


BRANDED &P WB” “wnpen,“mcenn, * 
“FARLEY Gi,” “STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C. 
April, 1880. - 


NOTICE | 


R. ALEXR. WRIGHT, Mr. J. R. ELLIOTT, and 
M. EDWARD HUNT, are authorised to sign our 
firm per procuration., 





HUNT & Co. 
Japan, January lst, 1881. 


Google 


HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—The Hon. W. Keswick, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—-A.Eex. McIver, Esq. 


- R. Belilios, . oH. L. Dalrymple, H. Hoppius, 
Wilhelm —— F.D. Naasta, Kant W.S. Voces ton” % 
H. de Courey Forbes, Esq., 
Chief Alanager—Tuux Jackson, Esq. 





LONDON COMMITTEE. 
A. H. Phillpots, Esq., Director of London and County Bank. 
E. F. Duncanson, Esq. ., of Messrs. T. A. Gibb & Co. 
Albert Deacon, Esq., of Messrs. K. & A. Deacon. 
‘Manager—Dav1p McLeax, Esq. 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI: 
Manager—Ewex Cameron, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 
New York, London, — —— Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
ankow 
Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH 
Interest a on Current Acounts at 2 ofo on Daily balances. 
Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
. eee 
Locat Brits Discounrep. 
Oredits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
ot Banking and Exc ig i transacted. 7 
Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, A America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 
issued for the use of Travellers. 


Yokohama, 25th August, 1880. 


Dhe “Japan Tail,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 
ESTABLISHED, 1865. 


JOHN WALTER, Manager. 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

WEEELY Eprrron. The “‘ Japan W ——— ” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art -—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13: Three months, $7. 

— Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American —— via 
San —— Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. 


Tue JaraN Datty Marz is published oer mone (ee 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Paseenger liste, liste, Cargoce, Veesels on the Berth and 
in Harbour ke., &c. ine See — — 

porte of Trials in the Courts of Law, Meetings of 


circulating local advertisements. It has a 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of all classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional ad advan and secures to cll 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 
AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 


—XE G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
st Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 
MEW SOME scccsscesncesses A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 415, Washington Street. 
HONGEONG.,.......000000ees Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAL......00scseseeees China and Japan Trading Co. 
H10Go & OSAKA......... F. & Co. 
NAGASAKL.....-00sseeseeees China & Japan Trading Co 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions @nd Advertisements 
for these papers. 





Printed and published for the se, shared aS the Manager, 
A. HerBert BLacKWELL, af tae “Japan M ; ail” Ofice, 16, 
Bund, Yokohama. 


THE JAPAN 








Limited. 


$2, Walbrook. i.cndon, 


BRITANNCA 


IRON WORKS, DERBY> 


Manufacture all kinds of 


IRONWORK, 


Structural & Ornamental. 


BRIDGES of every description. 


Girdcr Bridges. Arch 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. 





=* 
A H. & Co. make avery year for Foreign Countries some 
® thousands of Tons of Bridges. 


: LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 
[Uastrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 

ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 


See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) 
with 1,300 designs. 


Railings. Balcony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. 

Gates. Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. 

Lamp-pillars. Lamp-brackets. | Windows. Casements. 

Balusters. Newels. Fountains. Drinking Fountains. 
Terminals. Vases. Pedestals: 


Conservatories. Band-Stands. 


SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES 


12 Shapes and Sizes. 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside & Co., Limited, 
LONDON. 











26 ins. 
eo GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. 
J OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. 
Mae GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. 

1878. 


jonte GILLOTT’s STEEL PENS. 


April], 1880. 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


[ Jan. 22, 1881. 








-MISCELLANEOUS. 














mo. = EE SPREE r=) 
— — 
= feb =f) Enis 
=. ll ere | 3 
=> eo Ete ar 
=a a EH te li! S 
— a2 S3535 
sf = % a1 
z et hte 
= 2 J — 
— SORES 
Se 2 ADE 
— 
5 — 
‘co a= TREE 
of ve 3 
rz Bak Becae 
= ert 
= x" a2 S 
eS 7 
— Ee 
= = Sy 22 
rom = « Ee iB 
os = 2 esate 
= Se O Beste 
* ee co ot ~ 
so = gf ake 
— BSE ag 
jsJ= 2h iS 
August 2, 1879. 26780 
TRADE MARE. 





ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 





To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Ontfitters 
and Wholesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON. 


Beware of Useless — 





DINNEFORD'S 


THE SAFEST MILD 
APERIENT FORDELICATE 
aet eure Aarts? LADIES, 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR AOIDITY REN AND INFANTS, 


OF THE 


HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. 


: (aici 
AGN 1A 





—, & Co., Chanisis 
London, 


wW.B. 
April 10, 1880. 


ity Google 


STOMACH, HEARTBURN, 


AND FOR REGULAR USE 
IN WARM CLIMATES, 


FLUID 


MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 


the World. 


ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


ly. 
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lle Ja . = S- : 
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———— ee - — a 
C 4 j N A S Ec A PREPARED EXPKESSLY FoR THE PaTeNT Kwirs- 
e CLEANING Macuinxecs, INDIA Runper axp Burr 
— LeatHer Kwnirs Boarvs. KsIvEs CONSTANTLY 


CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO NEW CUTLERY. PACKETS 3D. EACH; AND TINS, 
R IC T a 6D., 1/-, 2% AXD 4/- BACH. 
— — — —— — 
—XR 
BREAKER POINT LIGHT-HOUSE 
& 


PREVENT FRICTION IX CLEANING AND INXJUKY To 


; E KNIFE. akey'’s WELLIsGTON Kyire Pottisu 
Note IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Light on —— UnED wert nis Boros. 
: = — 


Breaker Point was exhibited for the first time at 
sunset ou the 8th December, 1880. 

The illuminatiog apparatus is a First Order Dioptric a aa 
Occaltinig Light alternately showing for eight seconds and For Creayixa Sa Sea umane taken Evsctro 
suddenly disappearing for two seconds. It shows white J teas 
from ‘S. 55° W. round by W. to N. 53° E., and red in shore * 
of both these bearings as far asthe land. The bearings 
are,magnetie and taken from seawards, © 

The light is elevated 152} feet above. the level of the 
ses, and in clear weather it should be visible at a distance | 
of 19 naatical miles, · F — 

The tower is round, of iron, 91 feet high, with a total J ee ae OR S| 
height from its base to the lantern vane of 120 feet. wy] SS fet 

The tower is painted in black and white horizontal bands, 
and the dwellings and boundary wall white. 





JOHN OAKEY SONS 


o* 
FAS ve 





p at 2. oe WELLINCR EA — PAD wits ( 
_ Approximate position—Latitude......N. , 22° 56’ 80". BESTINSTER BIDE RCRD, {ONDON, ENCLARO. 
Longitude....E. 116° 28’ 10°. July, 1879. 





By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 


DAVID M. HENDERSON, 8 
— Engineer-in-Chief. erp “5 
Imperial ‘Maritime Customs, 
Engineer's ‘Office, 


* ‘Shanghai, 9th December, 1880. 
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THE GREATEST 
WONDER OF MUDERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 
Srey ely rns conser eben 


forall.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintdined by ‘the use of these Pills. 


. ».  Srm SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” saye, “I 
“ ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I wares 
“Doctor, and ‘that I had the best medicines ‘at ‘the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many applicents, 
“to whom I served out a quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ese are 
“most aseful to an explorer, as‘ possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an unaeniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT, . 


E NT For 
TING 


: 


lb ‘ 
A 1 
W ; 1 
T eo i, ij te em bai te ne | 
Pe ty | leteay VOLT rf] a > 
Pay ae Herre + Sa -t9 * 
8* > : * i > 
. + m 
; . ; 
1 . > 7. — 


Sa er * ————— *ã 
, * 
en 
1 r ' '* ; ' 
—* at ‘ ay lop 3.8 } 
york jn he tt : — 4 pl tt” th 
“ — 
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And of all Cherhists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


December 1880. 


SPECIALNUTR 
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AVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 


RESTORES DIGESTIVE POWER, STRENGTH, WEIGHT, &@. 


— 
Is a oortaia remedy for bad legs, bad. breasts, and ulcerations of all = LP 
kinds. It acts mirsculously ;in healing. ulcerations, . curing skin |. —— 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. * ny 2 
Me.J.T. COOPER, . 


. 


in his account of his extraordinary travels in ,China,. published in 


1871, esye—*I had with me a quantity of Hollowsy’s Ointment. I A L SS 0 H S 
“ gave some to the people, cull aathian could — Gels gratitude; VAN I A BR T ER 4 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
an 2* until at last-a tea-spoonfal-of Ointment .wase-worth oe 
Ow! and any quantity of peas, and the demand became eo great NJ LO B d 
“that I was obliged to lock oo the small remaining stock”’ — O 5 Urn * 
Bold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1873, tf, Yokohama, January 4th, 188. 


f ) Welt 
| 


Digitized by (500 gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 


CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 
Hine Briss Medals, Peris, Vienna and Philadephia. 


TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 

POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 

FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATEERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBEIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


- — uh: ~ U2 


2 : - 
a5 ~ 
= — nae — ee a — — — —— 
1 ‘ * 2 As 


ig & E. ATKINSON'S Sg 


PERFUMERY, 


: 
~ eclebrated for neari a century past, te of cha vary bat Raglsh 


menafacture. pt a — 
EXHIBITION. PRIZE MEDALS, 


I LONDON, 1863. PARIS. 1877 


VIENNA. IKR4. Plt. LADELPHIA, 1878. 


4 GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


B ATKINSON'S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 


THE HANDKERCHIEF. 


: y : 
a Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Bouquet, & 
‘ and all other odours. of the finest quality oaly. . 


[ATKINSON'S FLORIDA WATER, 
‘ATKINSON'S B QUININE H. P HAIR LOTION, 
: cata nad gece et 


7a 
ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 
& powerful Perfume distilled frem the Smest Gowers, 


PLUM PUDDINGS, 
LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


CAUTION. 


To ——— of refilling the bottles or jars 
should énveriably be destroyed when empty. 

Geods should always be examined upon delivery, to 

detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 


All genuine Crosse § Blackwell 
othe Lah, Cora end open of th Bot 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 
PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. SCOTTISH IMPERIAL 


— —— — INSURANCGE GOMPANY, 
ADOLPHUS SINGTON & 60., For Fire & Life. 





5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, — 
ee, TRANSATLANTIC 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND) Fire Insurance ompany 
—— OF HAMBURG. 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
MACHINERY. ee 
May 4, 1878. Yokokama, 9th October, 1880. 








THE BEST — — FOR INDIGESTION. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine 20 uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the *‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aferient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Seld in Bottles at 12. 14d., 28. Od., and 11s. cach, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World. 


CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 





November 11th, 1878. 


Google 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 
ö— —— —— — ————— ⏑ — 
YOKOHAMA, SATURDAY, 22np JANUARY, 1881. 


ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICAN MAIL. 


On Sunday last, the O. & O. steamer Belgic arrived in 
port from San Francisco, with telegrams up to December 


London, December 15th—William Bence Jones, an 
Englishman and a large land-owner, residing at Lissilane, 
County Cork, writes to the Times that he has expended 
£150,000 on the improvement of his property, and has 
hitherto enjoyed good relations with his tenants, but 
because he refuses to accept Griffith’s valuation, his 
tenants have been deterred by threats from paying their 
rent. He is threatened that his grave will be dug opposite 
his door. His laborers are compelled to leave, and none 
dare buy produce, because when it is sent to market it is 
surrounded by a howling mob. A correspondent of the Time- 
at Cork says: When Jones, on Tuesday, tried to ship 
eighty head of cattle and sheep to Bristol, for sale, a 
number of large shippers informed the steamship 
company they would close their dealings with it if 
the cattle were shipped, aud the company conseqnently 
refused to take the cattle, as also did the Clyde Shipping 
Company. Finally the drovers refused to tend the cattle, 
which, after straying through the streets, were finally 
driven by the police to the Great Western Railway for that 
company, and forwarded thence to Dublin by train, in spite 
of the efforts of “Boycotters” to prevent the company 
from supplying the train. When the cattle arrived at 
Dublio they were treated in the same way as at Cork. An 
attempt will be made to ship the cattle to Glasgow or 
Liverpool. Jones is unpopular, because of his writings in 
the periodical press in opposition to public works. The 
police promised to protect the labourers if they would re- 
main with Mr. Jones, but they refused. The Land League 
will support the labourers who left the estate. ‘The family 
of Mr. Jones are attending the remaining cattle. 

London, December 15th.—The Executive Committee of 
the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland, at a special meeting 
yesterday, adopted a resolution to raise a fuvd for the 
purpose of providiug the means of protection for “loyal 
men ” in the remote districts, The state of siege at Jones’ 
residence continues. ‘All furloughs to the army in Ireland 
have been cancelled. It is stated that 100 men will start 
for Dublin to-night to reiufurce the Coldstream Guards 
there. A battalion of the Scots Guards has been ordered 
to be ready to proceed to Ireland on Friday. Parnell, 
Davitt and Dillon have received letters threatening them 
with death. 


Dublin, December 15.—A manifesto adopted by the 
Land League to-day states that when the outlines of the 
promised land bill are made public by the Government a 
special meeting of the League will be immediately held for 
the porpose of disccesing the measure and pronouncing as 
to its worth. If necessary the Grand National Convention 
of the Land League delegates will then be summoned, in 
order to make a national pronunciamento on the settlement 
which the League demands. The manifesto condemns 
outrages aud sending of threatening letters as harmful to 
the cause of the Lengue. It declares that if the traver- 
sers are convicted all of the vacancies in the Executive 
Cominittee of the League will be filled until the traversers 
are uble to resume their positions. 

London, Decomber 15.—The Daily Newe says: The 
details of the Government Irish Land bill are the subject 
of consideration by a current series of Cabinet councils, and 
Ministers hope that the measure will he ready to submit in 
complete form when Parliament opens. It will be neither 
a soll nor a temporary compromise, nor a revolationary 
scheme. 

The Times attacks the Government for not taking 
energetic mensures in Ireland, and says that in the presence 
of such growing disoryanization, silence and inaction are 
hard to be exensed, and cannot be justified. 

Postinaster-General Fawcett believes the Gladstone Go- 
verument will not be terrorized into making, unwise con- 
cossions to Ireland. 


At av Irish town near Clare Morres last night a body of 
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men attempted forcibly to enter a farmhouse from which a 
tenant had been evicted. They attacked the Constable, 
who immediately fired on them. He wounded four and 
arrested two. 


Of a panel of forty-eight from which ajary is to be 
selected for the tril of the leading Land Leaguers, thirty- 
nine are tredesincn, two agente, four gentlemen, one secre- 
tary of a railway company, one a hotel-keeper and one a 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

New York, December 15.—A cable special to the 
Herald from Dublin of the 14th says: Urgent orders 
have been received in Dublin to-night directiug that no 
further furlough for the present be granted to non-com- 
miseioned officers and men in Ireland. The orders also 
direct that any men whose farlough has been made out and 
who have not yet left should not be allowed to go, conse- 
bared a number of men who were leaving on furlough for 

nogland this evening were stopped befure going on board 
and directed to return to their quarters. Officers and 
men now on leave from regiments stationed in Ireland have 
been ordered to rejoin their regiments without fail. before 
the 28th inst. Great excitement was caused here by the 
news that orders had been issued by the War Office in 
London to the Scots Guards to to Ireland on 
Friday. It was the Scots Guards which, when the Fenian 
scare occurred at Chester, turned out at a quarter of an 
hour's notice from the bugle call. The battalion musters 
800 bayonets, but instructions have been issued to bring 
the force up to 1000. The majority of the men are Scotch, 
the Irishmen in the battalion numberiug less than 100, of 
whom 40 are Catholics. 


Dublin, December 15.—At the Cork Assizes, John 
Power and a party of armed men, who forcibly entered a 
house from which the tenants had been evicted near 
Tralee, County Kerry, in the night, about a fortnight ago, 
and split the ears of the occapant, a bailiff, have been 
acquitted, although identified by the prosecutor. 

The Assize Courts in various quarters of Ireland are 
now sitting and dealing with the agrarian crimes which 
for the past few months have been creating the terrorism 
that now exists. Four of the leading Judges have deliver- 
their charges to the Grand Jary, beginning a week ago at 
Cork with the Right Hon. Joho D. Fitzgerald of the 
Queen’s Bench, and ending yesterday in Ulster with the 
Right Hon. James Anthony Lawson of the Common 
Pleas. Iu the course of his charge Judge Fitzgerald said : 
“The offences were of a character which strikes at the peace 
and welfare of society, and that if they were allowed to 
on they would work a total disorganization of the social 
system. Some organizations, acting on the cupidity, pas- 
sions and fears of the people, have reduced certain districts 
in the country to anarchy and confusion, little, if at all, 
differing from civil war. True liberty has ceased to exist, 
and intolerable tyranny prevails: life is not secure, and 
right is not regarded ; the processes of law cannot be en- 
forced, dishonesty and lawlessness disgrace the land. It is 
said in excuse or pallintion that this flood of anarchy and 
crime has bean produced by bad existing lnws, but it is 
not for us to consider whether our laws require amendment 
or whether our institutions are open tu improvement. 
These are matters for the Legislature. No candid man 
ean doubt the disposition of the Imperial Parliament and 
its anxiety (o consider and redress the grievance. I add, 
for myself, for you, and for all well-thiuking people, that 
we are prepared to make all sacrifice, if by doing s0 we 
can procure restoration and peace and prosperity to this 
distracted country. ‘The primary functions of the Govern- 
ment are to protect life aud property aud to repress crime. 
It is to aid in accomplishing these objects that we are as- 
sembled here. Our duty is to administer the law as it 
exists, and endeavour to eliminate crime from the land. 
With these ol.jects in view I offer you my best aid, and ex- 
pect from you firm and courngcous assistance.” The pictare 
held up by Judge Barry at Waterford is uot so dark, show- 
ing that the spirit of agrarianism is less strong in Tip- 
perary, Waterford and Kilkenny, though a considerable 
increase in that class of crime is reportod. - 


New York, December 16.—A dispatch to the [World 
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from London reads: The Land-Leaguers are leaving no 
stone unturned to defeat the Government in the coming 
trials of the indicted members. It has just been made 
public that several commercial travelers, representing Dublin 
firms, whose names have been drawn on the jury panel, 
have received warning from their customers all over the 
country, that if a verdict of guilty should be found they 
need expect to do no moro business with them. This, 
together with the aunouncement that a Dublin merchant 
has been summoned to appear before the Clare Land 
League to answer for an old eviction carried out a year ngo, 
and threatened with “ Boycotting ” in case he should fail to 
appear, has caused a profound excitement in Dublin busi- 
ness circles, 

Chief Secretary Forster’s demand for more troops for 
Ireland will be complied with, it is to-day announced, and 
to the large force alrendy there will be added the whole 
body of the Coldstream Guards, which will leave for Ireland 
to-morrow, sud the First Battalion of the Sevts Guards, 
which will eail on Friday. Iam informed that Mr. Glad- 
stone has iv hand and will present to Parliament, togother 
with the Land bill, ascheme to give State aid to emigration 
from Ireland. 

Authony Mundella, one of the Liberal members from 
Sheffield, addressing his consituents to-night said that when 
Parliameut met the Government intended to make of yar- 
amount importance and place in the front rank the whole 
priuciple of its Irish pulicy, and while the Goverument 
was thoroughly resolved to repress disorder and vigorously 
maiutain the law, it did not intend to resort to coercion or 
neglect the just grievances of the Irish people. 

The Tory fossils are beginuing to wake to the importance 
and power of Lord Randolph Churchill’s Young England 
or fourth party movements. To-night in Exeter Sir Staf- 
ford Northcote, Lord Beaconsfield’s. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, tendered thom the olive branch, in the course of a 
speech, in which he also took occasion to say that the coming 
session of Parliament would be the most important in Irish 
history. Healxo touk paius to deny that any division 
existed in the Tory ranks. 

New York, December 17.—A Herald London dispatch 
says: Our Clare (King’s county) correspondent telegraphs 
the particulars of an extraordinary case of intimidation. 
Charles S. Dugeou, a landing proprietor of Longford, who 
had a man named Nagle sentenced to twenty years’ penal 
servitude for firing at him, is the agent to the state of Mrs. 
Bryde, wear Ballychare. Last night he proceeded to Clare, 
with a viow to cullecting his rent to-day. His visit was 
anticipated, and when the train arrived, about 200 people 
had assembled on the platfurm. The appearance of Mr. 
Dazeon was the signal for a general yelling and hooting. 
With considerable difficulty the policemen succeeded in 
getting him into the station master’s office. No person iu 
Clare would give him shelter, nor could he procure a car to 
get to Tullamore. Consequently he had to remain inside 
the station until after miduight. Matters were at one time 
80 threatening that the police on the platform had to load 
their gnus, in order to protect Mr. Dugeon. At 12 o’clock 
he succeeded in starting to Tullamore, accompanied by two 
. armed policemen. He had to walk the entire distance, 
about seventeen miles. He obtained admittance into Mr. 
Brown's hotel in that town, but on hearing what bad oc- 
cnrred, that lady also declined to run the risk of sheltering 
him. Mr. Dugeon then had to proceed to the house of Cap- 
tain Lestrange, who accommodatd him uutil this evening, 
when he left for Dublin, without of course receiving one 
' penny of rent. No arrests were made. 

St. Petersburg, December 17.—The Armenian Journal 
publishes an account of a sanguinary fight between the 
inhabitants of Turkish Armenia and the ‘Turkish troops. 
The Russian Consul at Vau has gone to the scene of the 
disturbance. 

A World London special reads: It is stated in town 
to-night that there was a painful scene between the Queen 
and Gladstone at Windsor over the Irish question. Her 
Majesty urged the Premier very decidedly to resort at once 
to force, and to crush the disorder in Ireland. ‘Ihe Liberals 
who circulate this story ascribe the Queen's interference w 
the personal influence of Lord Beacousfield, in whom she 
has aubounded confidence, and who has recently made her 
a visit. The condition of affairs in Ireland formed the 
principal topic .of discussion to-day in the Cabiuet council, 
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but the decision arrived at if any, has not yet boen made 
public. Those persons who profess to be well informed as 
to the devions course of justice in Ireland expross a belief 
that the acquittal at the Cork Assizes yesterday of Healy 
and Walsh ofthe charge of intimidating Farmer Mauning, 
will have a very bad effect on tho coming triuls of tho 
indicted Land Leaguers. 

Dublin, December 17th.—The officer commanding at 
Birr, Kings county, has becu ordered to patrol his district 
nightly with forty soldiers. The police patrol has also 
been doubled. 

William Beuee Jones, the victim of “ Boycotting,” 
writes: “Iam getting some resolute men from a distance, 
well armed, to replace the laborers who have left me. Two 
police-men sleep in my house, and four others are stationed 
near my farm. I havo applied for more protection, and 
troops are promised me by Friday.” 

Cork, December 17th.—There is a great want of employ- 
ment throughout the country, owing to the disiuclination 
of landlords to lay out money. At several meetings recently 
held farmers were summoned to give employment to 
laborers, The agent of the Earl of Cork was requested to 
provide labor on the Enrl’s estate, near Charlesville, County 
Cork, and he bas just intimated that he will open works in 
that locality, and give employment until March, 1881. 

Loudon, December 17.—The fullowers of the Govern- 
ment are embarrassed, and for the most part do not know 
what to say, while a few are bold enough to express their 
regret at the line their leaders have pursued. Whitebreak, 
one of the most respected Liberals in the House of Com- 
mons, speakiug at Budford last night, described vividly the 
reign of terror thut had left no houest calliug safe iu a large 
part of Ireland, and avowed his feeling that the sad time 
had come when the Government might be compelled to use 
coercion, There have been Liberal Governments before 
the present Government embarrassed by the Irish difficul- 
ties, but they have not been slack to do what they could to 
assert the authority of the law. The contrast between the 
xpirit of those times and the spirit prevailing now is little 
te the credit of the Government or that of the present gen- 
oration. One of the worst evils consequent upon the Gov- 
ernment’s attitude is the effect it must have upon the popu- 
lar reception iu Ireland of their remedial legislation. 

The Times says: The situation in Ireland is one of 
deepening gloom. The officers of the Government look on 
while lawlessness is unchecked, but this cannot continue. 
At some point the will of rebels against society must be 
broken by the force of society. If the Guvernment does 
not step forward to resume its functions, we shall see the 
coming of a spontaneous struggle between these who set 
up their own will as the law and those who resist coercion. 
The short-comings of the Government thus threaten us with 
a recurrence of difficulties in the future, for their conduct 
will encourage the repetition of the tactics with which they 
have not veutured to grapple. 

The iron screwship Assistance, about to undergo refitting, 
has been ordered in readiness to proceed within twelve 
hours’ notice on a special service to Ireland. 


A tenant-right meeting was held at Loughgall, Country 
Armagh, to-day. Those present were principally Orange- 
men. A mob of fifty persous took possession of the plat- 
form, which they destroyed. A meeting was thon held in 
the adjoining field. Resolutions were passed in favor of 
peasant proprietary. 

A telegram from Dublin says that it is confidently stated 
that Michnel Davitt’s ticket of leave is about to be cancelled, 
and that he will be arrested. 

At the Manor Hamilton (Country Leitrim) fair on Mon- 
day, a man, by order of the local branch of the Land Lea- 
Kune, went about telling the people not to buy nor sell eattle 
to any one not a Land-Leaguer. He was arrested by the 
police yesterday, and brought up in the Petty Sossions, 
charged with intimidating the public. After hearing the 
case the magistrate cummitted him to juil for one month, 
This bas caused great excitement in the district, as“ Boy- 
cotting ”’ was frequent. 

About 1,000 persons assembled in Kilmore, County Mayo, 
and rebuilt house from which a woman named MecNicholas 
had been evicted. The rebuilding occupied about four 
Lours. They then reinstated Mrs. McNicholas and left her 
three months’ provisions. There was a large number of 
police at the scene, but they did not iuterfere, When all 
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was over the people quietly dispersed, and in marching 
order, cach section of the Land-Leaguers headed by its own 
band. 

Counsel for the Crown and counsel for the traversers in 
the Irish State prosecutions each struck off twelve names 
from the forty-eight previously balloted for, leaving twenty- 
four from which the jury will be selected at the opening of 
Court. The Crown solicitor struck off the names of twelve 
Catholics and the traversers’ solicitor three Catholics and 
nine Protestants, each side alternating in striking them off 
name by name. At cach name struck off by the Crown, 
Dillon, traverser counsel and cousin of John Dillon, cried 
“ Another Papist,” or otherwise called attention to the fact, 
though the Master of the Crown Office severely reprimand- 
ed him. Some Catholics are included in the remaining 
twenty-four persons iu the panel, but the probability is thut 
a great majority of the jury will be Protestants, 

The Parnell Defence Fund now amounts to over 
£10,000. 

The Grand Orange Lodge has issued a circular, urging 
the brethren to take measures for meeting by means of 
signals at any timo of night, in any emergency, and to take 
means for protecting themselves. Another circular an- 
nounces that a subscription bas been opened to provide for 
the orgauization of defence aud gives information with 
regard to the cost of arms. 

A correspondence is published between Captain Boycott 
and Gladstone. The former asks the assistance of the 
Government to indemnify him for some of the losses caused 
by his having to quit Ireland. Gladstone replies that the 
Government has already largely asisted Boyoott with 
troops. Tv this Boycott replies that the army was sent to 
Lough Mask against his wishes. 

A dispatch from Cork states that ofters of help are pour- 
ing in upou Mr. Jones. One friend offers a body of English 
navvies, but it is thought better to get a few men brought 
in quietly. Jones announces his intention of throwing all 
his farm into a pasture and leaving the country. 

James O'Kelly, M. P., has instructed his solicitors to 
begin an action for assault against the Magistrate of En- 
niskillen, who broke up the land meeting at Brookborough 
on December 7th, and ordered O’Kelly, who was one of the 
speakers, to quit the field. 


Orders have been received at Queenstown for the dispatch 
of forty marines to Cloghnakilly. Itis believed, in con- 
nection with the Boycotting of Jones, the Liverpool con- 
signes, refused to receive Jones’ sheep. 

The Times, in a leading editorial, says there.is great 
uncertainty in regard to the degree of agreement that was 
established at the sittings of the Cabinet at which the 
remedial legislation was discussed, and it is to be feared 
that on the vital subject of Irish land the agreement of the 
Cabinet is rather nebulous. The Times states that the 
First battalion of the Twentieth Regiment at Malta is 
ordered to Ireland. 

Judge Dowe, closing the Connaught assizes, said that of 
212 jurors summoned, only half had attended, and that the 
absentees would be fined 20 shillings each. 

A dispatch from Liverpool says: The consignees state 
that they refused to receive Jones’ sheep because the Land 
League threatened them. 


The state of anarchy aud fear which now exists in Ire- 
Jaud is startlingly illustrated by the declaration to the Bench 
ot a jury impanelled In one of severai wurder cases shortly 
to he tried, that they do not and shall not consider as bind- 
ing their oath to give a verdict according to their con- 
science, becnuse a verdict of guilty would inevitubly cost 
them their lives. A.M. Suilivan, the member for Louth 
who yestorday secured the conviction of a fellow-meraber, 
Mr. Callan, to pay a five of £50 for having libeled hiw, left 
London to-night for Dublin, to prepare the defeuce of the 
indicted members of the League. 


A. statement published by the Daily Telegraph to the 
effect that the Government proposes to proclaim and enforce 
martin! Jaw in the disturbed districts of Ireland is without 
any foundation in fact. 

Mr. Boyd of New Ross lins just persuaded his workmen, 
after their threat of “ Boycotting” him, to make a new 
arrangement for the completion of the work now on hand. 


London, December 19th.—A Land League meeting was 
held in Mullingar county, Westmeath, to-day. There were 
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10,000 persons present. The town was decorated with 
flags. P. D. Sullivan, ALP., one of the speakers, said that 
their fathers had faced the sword and bullet for Ireland, 
and Irishmen were not now to be frightened by the sus- 
pensiou of the Habeas Corpus Act or the proclamation of 
martin! law. 

A mob of 2,000 persons attempted on Saturday to wreck 
the residence of Mr. Downing, Justice of the Peace at 
Bonniconean, County Mayo, after he had served write of 
ejectment on some tevants. The police kept the people 
back at the point of the bayonet. Downing escaped on a 
car to Ballina, where he took the train for Dublin. The 
police now occupy his residence. 

Great diversity of opinion exists among prominent Land. 
Leaguers in regard to the course to adopt if the Govern- 
ment introduce a land bill, which, although falling short of 
the programme of the Teague, would substantially benefit 
the tenants. Some are in favor of fighting it out to the 
end ; others say to reject a good biil would be to ineur 
great responsibility. The extremists say if a partial 
measure is accepted the question wonld be dormant for ten 
years or more, and the work would have te be began afresh. 
There are now 500 branches of the Land Leagae. 

A battalion of Scots Guards will go to Ireland to-morrow. 
The troop-ship Himalaya is expected at Portemomh. She 
has been ordered to disembark a battalion of the 
brigade at Queenstown. 

Bruce Jones denies that he had a quarrel with his 
laborers, and attributes their departure to threats. He also 
utterly denies that he had a dispute with his tenants. He 
has telegraphed to Chief Secretary Forster for twenty 
marines, and his request has been complied with. 

Dublin, December 19.—Bruce Jones has plenty of previ- 
sions. He has received a letter from an official of the 
House of Commons stating that London is seething with 
indignation at the Government's inaction. 

Members of the Land League iu Dublin seem to think 
that there is a good ground for believing thet Michael Davit 
will be arrested for not complying with the conditions of his 
ticket-of-leave. 

Cavalry and infantry numbering 800 and 700 soldiers, 
stationed at Carragh, have been sent to Queen’s eounty. 

At a large meeting in Curragh Michael Davitt made a 
speech. 

The meeting at Callohill was convened for the purpose 
of denouncing a landlord who sought the assistance of the 
Bankraptey Court to recover his rents. Two handred 
hussars, 400 infantry and 100 constabalary arrived at Cal- 
lobill on Saturday, with ambalance wagons. The promot- 
ers of the meeting issued a notice abandoding the projected 
meeting at Cullohill, bat afterward issued a placard con- 
vening a meeting a few miles off. The troops, however, 
arrived on the ground, a resident magistrate forbade the 
meeting and said that he would disperse it with backshot 
or whatever was necessary. The meeting was then finally 
abandoned. 

At a meeting at Curragh two hussars stationed close to 
the platform cerried on signals with the camp, which was 
close at hand. There were also fifty policemen in ambush. 

New York, December 20.—A World dispatch from 
London says: A most profound sensation was eaused to- 
day in London as well as Dublin by the news that the 
Irish Privy Council, at its meeting in the Castle last even- 
ing, proclaimed against land meetings only ia Queen's 
country, Leinster. The Privy Councillors share Mr. 
O'Connor's fears of the bloody Christmas, evidently, as I 
am informed that their action was based on a dread of the 
results that might follow the Cullohill meeting, notices of 
which were posted this morning. To enforce the Council’s 
decree a force of 1500 troops was dispatched during the 
night. As a result three meetings, which were to have 
been held to-day, were abandoned without any attempt af 
resistance. 

Captain Boycott is * Boycotting” Mr. Gladstone, and the 
various steps in the are watched with equal amase- 
ment and delight by both Liberals and Tories. Mr. Glad- 
stone's cool reference, in his last answer to Captain Boycott, 
to what the Government had already done for the 
and the snub conveyed to him in Mr. Gladstone's allusion 
to the exertions made by the Government to enfores 
the existing law through the Courts, have bed Captain 
Boycott to address a third letter to the Premier, in which 
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he explicitly asks for £6,000 as the reparation due to him 
from the State. The amount asked is considered by im- 

ial persons to be small in comparison with what Captain 
Boyeot! has actually lost by his departure from Ireland. 
The Tories intend to make all the capital possible, not only 
out of Captain Boycott, but out of all victims of “ Boycott- 
ing,” and intend to press the matter as a special grievance 
against the Government. 

A Dublin dispatch to the Herald says: <A very siguifi- 
cant movement is afoot with regard to the agitation, which 
may have an important influence on the final settlement of 
the question. I refer to the attitude suddeuly adopted by 
a namber of the Irish landlords, both Liberal and Conserv- 
ative, favoring, what are called the three “ F's,” meaning 
fair rent, fixity of tenure and free sale. The Jandlords’ op- 
position to these measures has been sensibly lessening in 
many quarters for some time. The first public expression 

iven to them was during the last week at a Monaghan 
Orange meeting, presided over by Lord Rossmore. This 
meeting made the three F's its platform. This action shows 
on the part of the young nobleman and the other landlords 
associated with him a public spirit and wisdom far in 
advance of their class. Some Armagh landlords have done the 
same thing. Many promineut English members of Parliament 
have also spoken out clearly on this point. Farthermore the 
London Zimes, which has heretofore opposed concession and 
favored an out-and-out policy on the part of England 


toward Ireland. pee on Saturday a remarkable article, 
arguing vigorously in favor of the fixity of tenure, and the 


other F's saying, “the easiest way to establish a peasant 
proprietary is through that plan.” To properly understand 
the importance of this change of attitude, it must be 
remembered that fixity of tenure was denounced every- 
where, a year ago, as utterly inadmissible. Anyone pro- 
posing it was considered a madman. Of course the three 
F’s do uot satisfy the Land League, but if the landlords 
should generally adopt them they would be going half 
way in concession to the League. 

don, December 19.—A meeting of 2000 persons was 
held in Berlin on Sunday, at which resolutions were passed 
in favor of the suppression of the liberty of Jews, to return 
no Liberal to Parliament who will not promise to vote for 
such suppression, and to buy nothing from Jewish shops or 


Decrmber 20th.—The allotment of the Panama Canas 
shares has been made. The Mexican Government hae 
— railroad concessions to Palmer & Sullivan and tho 

can National Company. The billiard match betwee, 
Vignaux and Slosson, for the championship of the world, 
began in Paris last night. The Boers of the Transvaall 
South Africa, have thrown off the English yoke and re- 
established the Republic. The Basutos are driving the 
Colonial forces before them. The Russians have defeated 
the —— — ca — one — fortified vill- 
ages | are being hurried iuto Ireland from Mal 
Gibraltar and England, and London police will ———— 
the Irish constabulary. The traversers will seek to intro- 
dace evidence to justify their conduct and acts. A large 
meeting of Irishmen has been held in Manchester. 

Dublin, December, 20th.—The Freeman’e Journal ‘says 
that the suppression of a meeting at Callow Hill Saturday 
was one of the gravest intrusions on public rights and liberty 
ever committed, and accuses the Government of postponing 
the announcement of its intention to suppress the meeting 
to the last moment so as to provoke a collision with the 
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: The Irish Land Commission is expected to report on 
Thursday. It is rumored that a majority of the Commis- 
sion are agreed on the outlines of a scheme, the priucipal 
features of which are an extension of the Ulster tenant 
right to the whole of Ireland, with the alternative of com- 
pulsory purchase, with a view to the creation of peasant 
proprietors in the event of owners objecting to extension. 
rie — —— a the O’Connor Don dissent 

o proposal, and wi 6a se te report. 

- London, December 20.—An order (or ihe donariucs of 
100 volunteers from the Secoud Battaliou, Scots Guards, 
from Windsor, to make up the strength of the First Bat- 
talion, will be countermanded. Three hundred experienced 
London police have been selected to strengthen the civil 
force in certain parts of Ireland, particularly Dublin. 

The Times says: It is to deliver the peasantry them- 
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selves, as well as the upper and middle classes, that vindica- 
tion of the law becomes imperative. 

Justin McCarthy, Home Rule member of the House of 
Commons for Longford county, speaking last night, said 
he had reason to know that Forster himself is as well 
convinced that State prosecutions in Ireland must fail as 
were any of his audieuce. 

David R. Plunkett, member of the House of Com- 
mous for Dublin University, speaking at a Conservative 
meeting at Chesterfield yesterday, said the Government was 
hound to fail. While deploring the outrages in Ireland, he 
asked his hearers to take into account the iufluences 
which are brought to bear on his countrymen by agitators 
secking to serve their own purposes. 

James Stansfield, Radical member of the House of 
Commons for Halifux, speakiug at Somerby Bridge, said : 
As a member of this Commission on Agriculture he had 
spent some time in Ireland stadying the Irish question. 
They had now, he said, to face a great crisis, and he believed 
the remedy for the present state of things would be found. 

A demonstration was made by 5000 Irishmen in Man- 
chester last night for the purpose of expressing sympathy 


with the Land League and raising money for the Parnell 
defence fund. Chief-Justice May was ced in vio- 


lent terms, 

A company of the Army Service Corps Commissariat 
and Transport Department will be ordered to proceed to 
Ireland on Wednesday. It is stated that » battalion of the 
Grenadier Guards will go to Ireland on Friday. 

Dubliu, December 20th.—The traversers intend, if all- 
owed, to examine nearly 1000 witnesses at their trial, iu- 
cluding tenants and evicted persons, to show that their 
language and conduct were justified. 

A circular has been issued to the constabulary to use the 
utmost vigilance to protect the bailiffs and care-takers 
placed in charge of houses from which tenants are —— 
and arrest persons who may illegally take possession o 
such houses. Another circular enjoins extra vigilance on 
the — to prevent outrages by armed bands. 

A battalion of the Rifle Brigade from the troopship 
Himalaya disembarked at Queenstown to-day, and has ar- 
rived at Cork. It will remain there with a regiment of 
infantry and three troops of dragoons. 

The Times reports that the ninety-eighth foot from 
Gibraltar and a battalion of the Twentieth foot from Malta 
bave been ordered to disembark at Queenstown. 

London, December 20th.—A telegram to the Colonial 
office from Pietermaritzburg, dated December 19th, reports 
that 50,000 Boors have taken possession of Heidelberg and 
established a repablic, with Paul Kruger as Presideut aud 
Joubert as Commandant, No act of violence was commit- 
ted. Communication with Pretoria is cut. All the avail- 
able troops are being sent up. 

New York, December 21th.— A World special from 
London reads: The Loudon clubs, and more especially 
the military clubs, are boiling over with excitement to 
night in consequence of the receipt by the colonial authori- 
ties of a telegram from Colonel Sir Pomeroy Colley, an- 
nouncing that a force of 50,000 Transvaal Boors bad captured 
the town of Heidelberg and founded a new Republic with a 
Boor, Mr. Kruger, as President. This, the most serious 
news we have yet had from Africa, has finally awakened the 
Government, which has so far turned a deaf ear to the 
appeals made from time to time by the Cape Government.’ 
The propriety of seuding a force of Imperial troops to South 
Africa is under cousideration. The Bocrs have never been 
reconciled to the summary annexation in 1877 of their 
Transvaal Republic to the Cape Colony by Sir Theophilus 
Shepstone, and their mutterings of revolt have more than 
once caused the greatest uneasiness to the Government. 
Of course this new uprising will put an end to responsible 
government in that particular portion of the Queen's 
dominion, and necessarily brings down Lord Kimberley’s 
scheme with it. Another war in South Africa meets with 
great favor in military circles, for the honors would naturally 
be more easily obtained in a conflict with the civilized Boors 
than with the savage Zulus or Afghans. Towards Sir 
Garnct Wolseley now all eyes are turned, as all eyes were 
turned in 1873 during the Ashantee war, and in 1875 
during the Zalu crisia ; uud if ramor is correct, he will be 
— out to bring the Boors to their senses, and restore 
order, 
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*Fals CE QUE DOIS; ADVIENNE QUE POURRA.’ 


NOTICE TO CORRESV?ONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. Whatever 
is intended for iusertion in the Jaraw Werex.y Matt must be 
authenticated by the name and address of the writer, not for publica- 
tion but asa guarantee of good faith. 

lt is particularly requested that allletters on business, relating to 
Advertisements, Job-printing, or Accounts, be addressed to the Mana- 


GER: 
And that literary contributions of every deacription be addressed to 
the Epiror. 


YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, JANUARY 297 1881. 
Javanese ERa 2541, Matai l4ta Yuar, ler Montnu, 29rx Day. 


Tokiyo has again been the scene of a disastrous conflagra- 
tion, scarcely second in magnitade to that which swept from 
the Castle to the coast in the winter of 1872. The origin of 
the fire has been traced to a heap of chopped straw in the 
store house of a plasterer residing in Matsu-yeda street. The 
flames were discuvered at about two o'clock on the morning 
of the 26th inst., and they did not subside until between 
three and four o’clock in the afternoon of the same day, by 
which time they had traversed without check a distance of four 
miles, their course being at last arrested, not by any human 
agency, Lut simply by the absence of fresh material to destroy. 
A fierce north-westerly wind—one of those winds that seem 
to be inspired by the very spirit of destraction—swept the 
farious element on towards the river, and in an incredibly 
short space of time, a mass of smoking unsightliness occupied 
all that district as famous in love and romance, the quarter 
of the Yanagi-bashj dancing girls, as well as the little city 
of deftly fashioned tea houses and miniatare parks that 
stood by the side of the Sumida-gawa. 

We need not dwell upon the circumstances that accom- 
panied the conflagration. “Experience has made sach things 
too familiar to our readers. ‘There was the same atter help- 
lessness to resist the destroyer ; the same devoted courage 
and misdirected energy on the part of the firemen, the same 
cheerful resignation on the side of the sufferers, nnd the same 
strange anxiety to rescue from the debris a few dingy chat- 
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tels and and cracked utensils, suggesting so pitiable a con- 
trast between the littleness of our lives and the magnitade 
of the disasters to which they are exposed. Yet after all the 
presence or absence of a few waded quilts and of a chest-of- 
drawer’s contents, does seriously affect the condition of house- 
less humanity on a bitter winter's night, and there can be no 
doubt that the misery this fire entails has been mach in- 
tensified by the destruction of a large quantity of property 
which had been carried out and piled by the river-side in a 
place of apparent safety. The river however proved no ob- 
stacle. At Riyogoku bridge the width from bank to bank 
is thirteen hundred feet, and yet the flames leaped this 
chasm as if it had been only an alley drain. Nakamura, the 
monster tea house, and its humbler neighbours, were soon in 
rains, and it became unhappily certain that nothing short of 
a miracle could arrest the conflagration before it reached the 
eastern limit of the city. Such indeed was the issue, and if we 
desire to form a conception of the truth, we must imagine in 
the very heart of the capital and amongst its gayest, most 
populons districts, a huge gulf, some three quarters of a mile 
in width and five times as long, encumbered with the debris 
of eleven thousand houses and peopled by fifty thousand 
homeless individuals. At first no lives were lost, though 
some fatal accident seemed at one time inevitable, for a 
number of people, who had climbed to the roofs of their 
houses, were surrounded by the flames and obliged to leap 
into the river for safety. They were fortunately rescued by 
the police boats, which, as well as the river steamers, did 
good service in saving property. Subsequently, however, a 
little beyond Riyogoku-bashi, occurred the most pitiable 
disaster of all. The roads leading southwards from the 
bridge are crossed here by the Tatekawa, a tributary of the 
Sumidagawa, the junction of the two streams forming an 
angle in which stood a cluster of well-known tea-houses. The 
bridges over this Tatekawa, being both narrow and far apart, 
were so crowded with fugitives that when the flames had 
crossed the main stream, and leaping from place to place 
threatened to enclose the whole Riogoku quarter, traffic in 
either direction became for a time completely impossible. In 
this dilemma an extempore bridge was devised by throwing 
floor-mats iuto the stream. For a time this expedient 
answered, but its success unfortunately encouraged rash- 
ness. The mats, overloaded, sank completely, and the 
crowd, ignorant of what had happeued, kept thrusting 
its units madly forward until the bed of the Tatekawa was 
half filled with drowning folk. How many lives were 
lost here it is impossible to say. The police were untiring 
in their efforts at rescue, bat as the smoke was rolling 
over lead in dense, suffocating volumes and the flames 
were almost at hand, there can be bat little hope that the 
victims were few. God help these anfortauate denizens of 
wooden cities! The world has woes enough: for us all without 
the addition of such harrowing miseries. The Municipal au- 
tborities, headed by the Governor, Mr. Matsuda, took all pos- 
sible measures to relieve the sufferers, and a subscription for 
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the same purpose was immediately set on foot. Considerable 
sums will no doubt be contributed. Such items as Tokugawa 
Toshikatz—500 yen; Todo Takakiyo—800 yen; ‘Todo 
Takanori—300 yen; Ikeda Akimasa—300 yen, and so forth, 
prove that the benevolent citizens of Tokiyo are not without 
sympathy for their countrymen’s misfortunes, but we trust 
that che Foreign Community also will come forward with its 
wonted generosity on so sad an occasion. 





We regret to observe that the Agricultural Bureau serious- 
ly contemplates an export of silk-worm eggs from the farms 
in Yezo. That this pernicious trade should receive official 
sanction is not only lamentable but inexplicable. The 
Japanese have not hitherto given the world any just cause to 
accuse them of utter commercial ineptitade, but in this 
matter they are assuredly laying the seeds of such a reputa- 
tion. Their own language contains two very apposite aphorisms; 
one describing tho rat that guawed away the base of the 
pillar in which he lived, and the other telling of a rustic 
simpleton who sold bait for coppers to those that desired to 
angle in his pond, instead of catching the fish himself and 
exchanging them for broad gold pieces. The silk-worm egg 
farmers would probably be a good deal offended if we used 
either of these fables to illustrate their conduct, but as a 
matter of fact the similes would err, not on the side of cari- 
catare, but of flattery, for whereas the rat and the rustic were: 
the only sufferers by their own folly, every merchant in 
Japan will presently have cause to lament the fatuity of the 
egg exporters. 

Indeed, like some of the very elementary truths in mathe- 
matics, the thing is so self evident that one can scarcely 
command patience to demonstrate it. Surely we need not 
point out that this trade is at ouce self-destructive, and fatal: 
to the vital interests of the whole silk manufacture. Self- 
destructive, because every card that finds ite way westward, 
pérmanently supplies a portion of the Continental growers’ 
wants ; fatal to the silk manufacture, because the result 
must ultimately be a transfer of the producing power from 
Japan to Europe. 

Official interference in such matters is, as a rule to be 
deprecated, but here is a case so obviously detrimental to 
"the country’s commercial’ welfare, that we should heartily 
welcome any prohibitive action on the part of the authorities. 
If, however, the Agricultural Bureau is not maligned, we 
cin only bow our heads and say ‘(Quos Deus valt perdere, 
prias dementat.’ 





While writing on the subject of Silk-worm eggs, we take 
the opportanity of correcting a falee impression that seems to 
have been conveyed by a passage in our opening article for 
this year. In detailing the commercial events of 1880, we 

re : 
confined ourselves as far as possible to the history of the 
period, and «lid not therefore refer to conditions whose origin 
dates back more than a decade. When we described 
certain operations in the silk worm export trade, nothing was 
farther from our thoughts than a desire to recommend the 
trade as beneficial, Indeed it is scarcely fair, we submit, to 
draw such an inference from our statement, since nobody ap- 
proves of smuggling or larceny, though all will adinit that 
considerable profits have been realized by coutraband whiskey 
and swallowed diamonds. Zeal is however, sometime disposed 
to le indiscfiminate, and with oar contemporury’s houcst 
warmth in such a cause we can most heartily sympathize. 


— — 


We havo to thank one of our contemporaries for bringing 
to our notice an article from the Hiogo News on the 
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subject of our supposed relations with the Japanese 
Government. 

That snch relations exist is completely false. This paper 
is not an official orguu in any sense of the word. It receives 
no subsidy whatsoever from the Government of Japan, and 
the opinions expressed in its columns are entirely the 
outcome of independent conviction. 

If it were possible to make this statement more explicit 
we should do so. We write without reservation or equivoca- 
tion, and we desire our readers to interpret what we have 
said in its fullest sense, for, beyond this most emphatic 
denial, we do not propose to make any further reference to 
the subject. 

Meanwhile there is one point we should like to bring to 
our readers’ notice since it will probably afford them as much 
amusement as it has given us. In reviewing the events of 
the past year we made use of these words :—“ we cannot 
persuade ourselves to believe that a country’s right to regulate 
her own tariff varies directly as the aptness of that tariff to 
alien ends.” A contemporary journal, referring to the arti- 
cle in which this phrase occurs, accuses us of having said that 
a country’s right to regulate her own tariff varies directly as 
the aptness of that tariff to alien ends! What a delightful 
example of convenient rendering is this! It is especially 
commendable on the score of novelty, for so far as our expe- 
rience goes we cannot recall a similar instance of similar literary 
insouciance. A little subtle sifting of sentences ; a gentle 
dislocation of their members and suppression of their negatives 
might give very pretty results under jadicious management. 
The method has evidently commended itself to others also, for 
we find the ‘Hiogo News’ following suit, though with a 
symptom of timidity that does ite moral principles much ho- 
noar. It quotes a short description we lately gave of the 
affair at Sakai in 1868, and puts these words into our mouth:— 
“believing also that they were doing real service for their 
sovereign and their country, they (i.e. the Tosa soldiers) did 
not hésitate fora moment toattack the French marines * ® ® , 
Such deeds may be intolerable under certain aspects, 
but even the hard materialism of modern progress can 
scarcely forbid sympathy with the spirit that prompts 
them.” Now in the original the place of these asterisks is 
occupied by an account of the suicide of the twelfth Tosa 
soldier, who having been brought to the place of execution 
and unexpectedly reprieved, refased to survive his comrades. 
It is to his self-destruction that the sentence ‘ Such deeds &c.' 
refers and not to the attack made upon the French Marines. 
This of course is a mere trifle. The main point is the 
clumsy insertion of the asterisks: an insertion which not 
only mars the effect of the juggle, but also betrays a sad 
inability to follow a perfect precedent. We trust that no 
undue weight will in fature be giveu to such paltry matters 
as negatives, contexts or any inconvenient particles what- 
soever, for we assare the editor of the Hiogo News that he 
is quite at liberty, so far as we are concerned, to subject our 
sentences to any process of legerdemain he pleases. The 
thing is an agreeable trick if boldly performed, and marks a 
new era in the history of newspaper morality. 





A certain reverend gentleman by name Sada Kaiseki, of 
the Monto persuasion and a native of Higo, has bean of 
late sadly embarrassed by a problem in political economy. 
Walk where he might after night-fall he saw a kerosine 
lamp burning and smelled a smell of kerosine vil. He was 
possessed of some aptitude for arithmetic aud a considerable 
predeliction for divination. After a careful study therefore, 
he succeeded in reading this prophesy by the light of the 
lamps aud under the influence of their subtile odour. 
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“Japan has thirty eight million inhabitants and the average 
price of a kerosine lamp is three yen. At the rate of one 
lamp per head, the country will consequently spend a hand- 
red and fourteen millions of yen on glass, brass and tin,, un- 
less this moth-like mania for lamp-light is arrested. Thus 
it is that foreign innovations are lighting us on our road to 
national bankruptcy.” 

Sada was aman of rapid resolution and corresponding 
celerity of action. He knew that to forma company nothing 
is needed but a prospectus and a name, He therefore 
formed a company forthwith. ‘‘Kankosha” or “light-display- 
ing company” was the name he chose, not with any reference 
to kerosine, but as a modest allusion to the luminosity his 
proceeding should presently confer on Japan. The pros- 
pectus gave him more trouble, but piety and a soroban car- 
ried him through. Here is a translation of the document. 

“ For seven summers poverty and distress have been mul- 
tiplying themselves in our midst by a yearly coefficient of ten. 
The maximam of misfortane has been attained in Tokiyo. 
There in every street are three or four vacant houses, from 
each of which seventeen or eighteen bankrupt tenants have 
been evicted in one third the same number of seasons. And 
all this has been brought about by an unfavorable balance of 
trade, an excess of imports over exports ; a constant outflow 
of Japanese money and a resultant depreciation of Japanese 
produce as well as a debilitation of Japanese producers. A 
moment's examination of the articles imported and the prices 
paid for them will prove this at once. Thus we have of 
European and American goods ; stuffs, as cloths, woollens, 
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This estimate, rough indeed, but certainly not erring on 
the side of exaggeration, gives a grand total of about seven 
hundred and thirty millions of yen, which in fact only repre- 
sents half the loss. For every cent’s worth of imported 
goods replaces a cent’s worth of native produce, and thus if 
we suppose, as we are plainly justified in doing, that impor- 
tation prevents an equal amount of home production, we 
arrive at this result :—the aggregate yearly loss entailed 
upon Japan by the import trade, amounts to at least fifteen 
hundred millions of yen. If this goes on much longer the 
result is as plain as though it were reflected in a mirror : 
Kinsate at a waste paper value, a total absence of metallic 
carrency and—-national bankruptcy. The disaster is obvious : 
the remedy, palpable. Let us all solemnly bind ourselves 
to refrain for ten years from purchasing any articles of foreign 
manufacture in any form whatsoever. Thus only can the 
national prosperity be restored; thus only, gold and silver 
again rendered plentiful, and thus only the ancient prestige of 
Divine Japan made resplendent once again before the nations 
ofthe world. It is for this reason we have named our society 
“light-displaying,” and under that title we call upon all 
thinking patriots to join us.” 

His prospectus compiled and fairly indited, Sada set 
himself to carry it from house to house, not sparing 
pulpit ‘éloquence in its support. His success was at first 
signal. He obtained the signatures of several cenobites, 
whose upper stories had been denuded of furniture by 
too constant tonsure ; also of a strolling improvisator, by 
name Yencho, who treated his audiences to sundry spicy 


velvers, camlets, cottons and so forth, which at the rate of delineations of the reverend economist and his kerosine craze; 


seven yen per man of the whole population, gives a yearly ex- 
penditare of two hundred and sixty-six million yen; um- 
brellas and parasols, one for every three individuals of the 
population, say ten million yen; ‘leather for boots, hand- 
bags, tobacco pouches, saddles and so forth, about one mil- 
lion yen ; boot-brushes, blacking, five hundred thousand yen ; 
stoves; five huudred thonsand yen ; cement, a hundred thou- 
sand ; iron for nails, farming implements, bridges, fences, and 
so forth, ten millions ; sugar, five millions ; machinery, three 
millions ; arms and accoutrements, an nntold sum; finger 
rings, two handred and fifty thousand yen ; gloves, five hun- 
dred thousand ; comforters for the neck, 5 millions, #.¢. 
one at 50 cents for every fourth individual of the population ; 
caps and hates, thirty millions ; velvets, camlet, and other 
staffs for making patten-straps, two millions and a half : 
glass, a hundred thousand ; soap, five hundred thousand ; 
paper and envelopes, three hundred thousand; slates and 
school-books, five millions ; silver for manufacturing purposes, 
one million ; medicines, ten millions ; lead, one million ; medi- 
cal instraments, two millions; watches ‘and clocks, five 
millions ; carpets, five millions ; toys for children, one million; 
toys for adults, as musical boxes and so forth, one million ; 
dye powilers, ten millions; paints, six hundred thousand ; 
Photographic lenses, chemicals &c., five millions; tin, two 
millions ; beans, one million ; barbers’ tools, as twelve kinds 
of hair oil, scissors, combs, tuning-forks (!), aprons, 
towels, mirrors &c., five millions ; paper one and a half 
maillions ; lamps and lamp oil, two hundred and forty millions. 

Next we have Chinese goods : paper of various sorts, ten 
millions ; ornamental woods, as Shitan, Tagayasu &c., two 
millions and a half; vermillion, two millions and a half : 
articles for the Tea Clubs, as porcelain, jade, crystal, bronzes 
&c., ten millions ; staffs, two millions ; rattan, one million ; 
rush-mnats, one hundred thousand ; chemicals for dyeing 
Purposes, fifty thousand; pens and ink, three hundred 
thousand ; potted plants, some more than a thousand yen 
each, five millions ; flower-pots, an untold sum, besides a 
Variety of other articles too long to enumerate, 
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and finally of one Sechian, an impecunious bard, who con- 
stracted a jingle of rhymes out of Sada’s currency compari- 
sons. Flushed with good fortane the economist now ven- 
tured to address some of the leading merchants ; men whose 
names were actually borne on the roll of the Chamber of 
Commerce. From them his figures must enforce assent, unless 
indeed the Gods had abandoned Japan altogether. But so the 
Gods had apparently. For instead of signatures, the reverend 
gentleman got jibes. Some of those to whom he applied 
offered him tickets of admission to the Lunatic Asylam, and 
others flourished translations of John Stuart Mill in his face, 
but not one would read his prospectus through or take the 
trouble to examine his totals. Still heis wandering on not 
without hope. According to the latest accounts he has 
gained a few more disciples, bat their conversion was easy, 
sinco their pecuniary conditions gives them a special predelio- 
tion for an increased currency. A few days ago indeed Sada’s 
prospects were suddenly and strangely brightened. A 
rumour went abroad that a meeting of the principal merchants 


in Yokohama and Tokiyo had been held for the purpose 


of discussing just such a scheme as his own, and that 
official pressure had been secretly exercised in favour of . 
the idea. Fora moment Sada saw himself deified by his 
enfranchised countrymen, Satz abolished and square Obans 
once more bandied from hand tohand. But the next minute 
he discovered that rumour had only shewn him a maguified 
reflection of his own shadow. The monster meeting of 
merchants and the official inspiration had no more real 
existence than the accomplishmentof his cherished project. 
Report had in short created them out of the materials he 
furnished himself, and seeing how little people troubled their 
heads even then about the matter, he is beginning to suspect 
that public opinion is less exercised than he fancied about the 
great balauce of trade question. 





Among the telegrams brought by the French Mail, which 
anchored in the harbour at about seven o'clock last night, 
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was one which announces a sad disaster to the French Navy. 
On the 29th ultimo the flagship icheliex, while lying in 
Toulon harbour, was completcly destroyed by fire. No details 
as to how this unfortunate occurrence took place are to 
hand, but we trast that, on the principle of no news being 
good news, the calamity was unattended with loss of life. 

The Richeliex was one of tho finest of the vessels that 
compose the French ironclad flect. She was comparatively 
new, having only been launched in 1876. Her displacemont 
was 8,064 tons and her armament eight 18-ton and two 11. 
ton guns. Since the date of her commission she has always 
formed one of the Mediterranean squadron. 





The orange crop in Kiushiu has been unusually large this 
year. From the two town lands of Arita and Unami in that 
province about twenty thousand boxes of fruit have been sent 
daily to the Osaka and Kobe markets. The numbers of 
oranges in a box depends of course on the size of the fruits 
—that of the boxes being generally fixed—but we shall not 
be far wrong if we estimate it at one hundred and fifty, at 
which rate the consumption of the Kobe and Ozaka fruit 
eaters would amount to some three millions of oranges per 
diem. But indeed eggs and oranges represent something 
more than mere edibles in Japan. They are the messengers of 
courtesy, the very rank and file of that intrinsically worthless 
but morally inestimable army of gifts from which all the out- 
posts of Japanese amity and conventionality are garrisoned. 
Abolish baskets of oranges and boxes of eggs from the re- 
gion accessible to coppers, and you shall subject the social 
existence of this country to a loss not less paralyzing than 
that of the jacket button, without which its owner was not at 
liberty to construe Horace. Oranges deftly piled up in plait- 
ed pyramids and eggs neatly pillowed in a bed of husks, do 
not convey much from the donor or confer much on the reci- 


and if in their ruthless progress they trampled the very heart's 
blood out of an inoffending nation, is it likely that the injary 
will be easily forgotten, or that Corea, looking back at what 
she once was and contrasting it with what she now is, can be 
moved by very large sympathy for the Tsing despots? On 
the contrary if the trath were known, she regards the Japan- 
ese as her natural allics, for whatever pains they inflicted on 
her, were no more than the common consequences of a war 
waged by strong soldiers in a presumedly just cause. 

This is plausible, but we must needs remind our readers 
that it was communicated to a Japanese and is now put 
before the public in the raiment of Japanese rendering. We 
are not without examples either of certain amenities which 
tend to smooth the ruggedness of direct statements, or of 
divers dispositions which render repetition a convenient 
occasion for colouring. Meanwhile, if then be any truth in 
history’s disposition to repeat iteelf, we strongly suspect that 
Corea ran some serious risk lately of being converted into 
a Muscovite, instead of a Manchoo, stepping-stone, in which 
event, however, she might have had the consolation of seeing 
some scores paid back at second hand to her Tsing friends. 


It is very interesting to watch the motherly care with 
which Japan regards her infant colony at Fusan. She 
would fain preserve it from all taint or contamination 
and make its community a model of every thing that is 
socially correct and commercially panctilious. The wine 
cup, dear even to the chaste soldier, and more 
especially . charming when its contents are mulled and 
the thermometer stands at 20° below sero, has already done 
very able duty, and like the American  lectarer on 
temperance, who gave his audience personal illustrations 
of the drunkard’s various conditions, a merchant may be ex- 
cased for exhibiting to his customers the cheering effects of 


pient, but in the eyes of a Japanese they are the bulwarks of | bottled wares. But there is another wine which, as a certain 


that very material old hospitality which forbade friendship to 
be ever empty-handed, and taught at the same time that 
the value of a gift is measured by its intention, not by its 
quality. 





It is a very generally accepted opinion amongst Westerns, 
and indeed with a certain section of the Japanese also, that 
the relations between China and Corea are of a most intimate 
character, and that the destiny of the Peninsula depends iu 
effect on that of the main-land. Geographically, and per- 
haps strategically, this may be so, bat if the sentiments ex- 
pressed by certain Coreans who lately visited Japan can be 
taken as an index of their country’s moral bias, the Tsungli 
Yamen would be ill-advised did it place mach reliance on 
Corean loyalty. Hideyoshi—these men say—did certainly 
invade Corca, and never since history began to be written, 
have the Coreans suffered more than they did at the hands of 
his warriors. But the war was not a causeless one. It had 
a pretext, which, however differently it was regarded by in- 
vaders and invaded, was yet a pretext not inconceivably suf- 
ficient. Far other however are the memories connected 
with the establishn.ent of the Tartar dynasty. In their 
wars with the Miu, Corea was invariably made the 
Manchoo base of operations. Over and over again 
was the penisula converted into a camp for lawless soldiers, 
and if the fall of the Min filled the Coreans with sorrow for 
the fate of their old allies and staunch friends, it gave them 
at any rate respite from a succession of sufferings which 
must cre long have annihilated the country’s resources and 
redaced it to a condition of semi-lbarbarity, Here there was 
no jast pretext. If the Tsing Tartars chose Corea as a 
stepping-stone to the conquest of Corea’s patron and protector, 
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lady remarked to Doll Tearsheet, is “a marvellous searching 
canaries, that perfames the blood ere we can say—what’s 
this?” and of that wine considerable quantities have been 
lately imported, it appears, from Nagasaki, Tsushima and 
Ozaka by Geisha and Cyprian adventuresses. The resalts 
are reported as exceedingly disastrous. Sober merchants 
have been suddenly transformed into “ bottle-ale rascals” 
and a regular “ Young May moon”’ life is being carried on 
at Fusan, to the no small edification of the Corean onlookers. 
Of course the authorities are considerably shocked and much 
exorcised as to the possibility of applying a radical remedy, sach 
as & wholesale deportation of all the Phryne genus, but they 
have decided on the advisability of a non-intervention policy. 
‘“‘ Wherever men’s faces are found, there also will men’s fan- 
cies obtain,” they say, and if the little colony has at last 
discarded its go-horse and began to run about on its own 
hook, its parents must be prepared for some slight vagabond- 
age. 





The recent telegram announcing a settlement of the dis- 
pute between Russia and China, is exceedingly welcome, but . 
must not, we fear, be taken too explicitly. In all probabili- 
ty itmeans nothing more than that China has consented 
to some preliminary conditions. The details remain to be 
adjusted, and it is not impossible that they may give quite as 
much trouble as the conduct of the negotiations up to the 


present point. 





On Thuraday evening—27th instant, H. B. M. Chargé 
W’Affaires and Mrs. Kennedy entertained the following ladies 
and gentlemen at dinner: Their Excellencies, Sanjo, Yamagata 
Saigo and Matsagata, His Excellency and Mrs. Oyama, Mr. 
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and Mrs. Matsuda (Governor of Tokiyo) ; Messrs. Sudzuki, 
Nagasaki, Satow, Siebold, and Buchanan. 








The fact that twelve Russian vessels of war are for the 
moment stationed at Nagasaki, seven or cight in Yokohama 
and four at Kobe, making in all a total of more than twenty, 
is apparently regarded with anything but indifference by the 
Japanese, It is, they say, an article of treaty that not more 
than seven foreign ships of war flying the same fiag, shall 
auchor at the same place and time in Japanese waters, and 
their natural reflection is that if covenants are so far liable 
to be changed by circumstances it were better on the whole to 
contract no engagements whatsoever. If there be any justice 
in this reflection it has no doubt suggested itself already in 
proper quarters. We observe, however, with amusement 
some very naive remarks made by a Japanese correspondent 
who is not quite able to fathom the gist of what he sces at 
Nagasaki. The Russian admiral, he says, has just cashed a 
bill on Nagasaki for eight hundred thousand dollars, and it 
is searcely probable that he means to devote the whole 
of that sum to the purchase of coal. Apropos of coal 
too, he observes that the Russian naval regulations 
do not seem to be quite so precise as the French or English, 
for the coal dealers are in the habit of delivering their 
wares to the ships partly in kind and partly in coin. Thus 
of a thousand tons purchased on paper, seven hundred are 
actually shipped, and the remaining three hundred represent- 
ed by a metallic equivalent. These vagaries do not however 
elicit any unpleasant strictures from our correspondent. He 
contents himself with observing that there is no doubt some 
occult reason for all this, and then goes on to describe the 
conduct of the Russian men-of-war'’s men ashore, which, he 
says. shocks even the well-annealed denizens of the Nagasaki 
purlieus. But Jack has never been wont to keep very 
thoroughly within his bearings in the presence of such per- 
turbing influences as facile beauty and cheap drams, so that 
we are not inclined to attach much weight to this item in our 
correspondent’s catalogue. Whether Russia will be content 
to recall all these ships and men without having given them 
any employment beyond the manipulation of coal accounte 
and the organization of pic-nic parties, is another question, 
and it were perhaps better advised not to hazard any con- 
jectures upon it for the present. 





A Corean, who until the end of last year resided in Kiyoto 
and Osaka, was noted for his untiring attendance at the 
temple of Hongwan, where he received instruction in the 
tenets of the Monto sect and finally became a convert to its 
doctrines. Since his return to Corea ramoor says that he 
has been busily engaged preaching his new faith from 
place to place, nor that without resalt either, for his disciples 
now number some fifty or sixty, and it is opined that the 
movement may ultimately develope into a religious reform, 
more especially as the Monto doctrines on the subject of 
marriage and other social ceremonies, are not calculated to 
do much violence to epicurean creeds. 





The Fuhansengaisha, or Sailing Ship Company, is re- 
ported to have realized such large profits during the latter 
half of 1880, that after defraying all expenses, a dividend 
was declared at the rate of thirty per cent per annum. Onur 
readers are not perhaps conversant with the difficulties that 
beset this company in the early days of its carreer. It had 
to encounter the opposition of a powerful and firmly es- 
tablished rival, who, if ramonr may be trusted, was not over 
particular in his choice of weapons. But these things are 
how happily past and gone. The company has struggled 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





93 








— 


bravely into existence, and unless its success of last year be 
very largely exaggerated, others may be expected to follow 
its good cxample, so that presently there will be no more 
room for complaints about officially supported monopolies 
and excessive freights. 





The following extract from the Times contains matter 
more astounding than credible. Could anybody have 
believed before reading it, that such things are done to-day 
in Paris, the centre of refinement and civilization ? Why ifit 
happened in Yokohama, it would retard the repeal of the 
extra-territorial clause by at least a dozen years, and 
probably induce the most moderate among us to snap his 
fingers at Japanese progress, Coming from France, how- 
ever, we cau afford to treat the story lightly, because we 
jastly deem it an accidental abuse, and because we know 
too much of Gallic judicature to base any a posteriori 
argumeuts of corruption or inefficiency on such solitary 
examples. Novertheless we are very proud to think that 
‘accidents’ of the sort could never occur in London, and 
if these facts have any moral we entrust its inference to 
those whom it most concerns. 


Paris, Dec. 2ud.—“I received a call to-day from Mr. 
Harman Grisewood and his wife, who had an introdustion 
from a friend, the wife of an English ex-Miuister. Here 
are the facts related to me by Mr. Grisewood, and which, 
although he is evidently a geutlemau perfectly trustworthy, 
I though it well to get confirmed from other quarters 
before inviting English public opinion upon them. On 
Monday morning Mr. Grisewood left his house to attend 
the mass for the Lacordaire anniversary. On quitting St. 
Augustin’s Church at 11.15 he foand himself in the midst 
of a crowd collected to see the congregation disperse, and, 
like them, he waited. Some policemen close by him sudden- 
ly spoke to an elderly woman and ordered her to move on. 
As she did not stir they hustled her and, on her remonstrat- 
ing, two of them seized her by the shoulders, made her 
stoop, and dragged her towards the police station, At this 
momeut Mr. Grisewood, filled with indiguation, dashed 
forward and tried to rescue the woman by driviug off the 
police to the right and left. This was, no doubt, au un- 
wise step, but what extenuates it is that the woman was 
released in a few hours and therefore, could not have 
deserved arrest. No right feeling man could have helped 
intervening, at least by word, but Mr. Grisewood, not 
knowing French, could not, of course, have preferred a re- 
monstrance. Well, the policomen immediately rushed on him 
with exclamations and gesticulations of evident anger, and 
took him befurethe commissary. Had he, after an explanation, 
been discharged there would uot have been much to compain 
of. But things took a different course. After two hours Mr. 
Grisewood was taken before the police commissary, who had 
been breakfasting, and, without heeding his demaud to be 
allowed to write to the British Embassy, or, at least, to 
have an interpreter, cross-examined him and called on him to 
sign the minutes, notwithstanding his inability either to reply 
or to read the document. At 3.80 he was taken to the Rue 
Amsterdam before another commissary, and in broad day- 
light, a cab being refused, he was led on foot through the 
city like a malefactor to the lock-up of the Prefecture of 
Police. Meanwhile, Mrs. Grisewood, who is in delicate 
health, uneasy at her husband’s non-appearanee, had been to 
consult a friend (a popular English authoress) and had been 
seeking him. She followed him from station to station and 
eventually found him in the lock-up, in oue of the cells of 
which he had been confined. No entreaties availed. Mr. 
Grisewood was incarcerated for the night. He had been 
relieved of everything he had on him, even of a penholder, 
leaving him only 30f. in his pockets. Ot course, ho declined 
to sleep in the prison bed, and, neither eating nor drinking 
anything, awaited the Tuesday moruing with anxiety. To- 
wards 10 o'clock he was fetched, and, along with the worst 
vayabonds, seated on a wooden bench, where he had to wait 
for two hours in the ante-clhamber in order toappear before the 
magistrate of the petit parquet. This magistrate, who 
seems to have rivalled the policemen and commissaries iu 
brutality, refused to allow the prisoner an English 
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interpreter. A man in uniform entered, who said harshly 
to Mr. Grisewood, “Get up. Come here. What do you 
want ?” in broken English, which Mr. Grisewood could 
scarcely understand. But what was Mr. Grisewood's 
astonishment when he was informed that this man who 
spoke so rudely to him was his interpreter? Mr. 
Grisewood said he wanted an English interpreter, that 
the situation was too serious for him to accept an 
interpreter on whom he could not perfectly rely. The 
magistrate thereupon got into a temper, told Mr. 
Grisewood he was pretending not to understand the inter- 
preter, and after having consulted a file of documents 
remanded the prisoner to his cell. Mrs. Grisewood and 
her friend in the meantime arrived at tho petit parguet. 
Knowing French very well, they explaincd matters to the 
magistrate, and he informed them that in 20 minutes Mr. 
Grisewood would be set at liberty. But hours still passed. 
Mrs. Grisewood went to the Prefect of Police and saw a 
gentleman, who told her that her husband would be set 
at liberty. “ But,” remarked Mrs. Grisewood, “the woman 
ou whose account he was arrested was liberated yesterday, 
and my husband is still in prison.” “That is because your 
husband is a foreigner,” was the reply. At length, 
at 6 a.m. after 30 hours of ill usage, fasting, im- 
prisonment, and sleeplessness, Mr. Grisewood was liberated 
without any penalty, without auy investigation or decison 
—the best proof that nothing could be seriously alleged 
inst him. Now, this is not the first time that such com- 
ainte have been made to me. The police are too prone to 
detain and insult Englishmen, who cannot defeud them- 
selves. An end must be put to such occurrences. If 
Eaglishmen residing here cannot be sufficiently protected 
they had better avoid Paris as a place of abode at present. 
Nothing, however, is easier than to protect them. The 
Government ought to tell the Prefect of Police to give his 
agents orders that immediately upon an English man being 
drrested, who a-ked the aid of the English Embassy, it 
should be informed of his arrest. It is inconceivable that 
the Embassy would not at once make inquiries and become 
the nataral protector of any respectable Englishman who 
appeals toit. Itistobe hoped that the English public 
will sustain this appeal and that the Government will 
without delay give its Ambassador the necessary iustruc. 
tious, in order that Mr. Grisewood's adveuture may be the 
last of its kind.” 








CHRISTIANITY AND THE OURRENOY. 
E terms of this title do certainly seem somewhat 
strange in juxtaposition, but our concern is with 
facts not phrases. What we desire is not to uverrate this 
or deride that, but merely to demonstrate a point of history 
which deserves more than a passing comment. 

That we possess few accurate delineations of ancient 
phases of life and processes of public thought is chiefly be- 
cause contemporaneous sources for investigation have been 
neglected, and occasions that never recur, left unemployed. 
The error is to-day amply recognized. Posterity will have 
little cause to complain of our indolence in such matters, 
nor will future history fall much short of the standard 
which demands a true interpretation of motives and causes 
as not a whit less essential than an accurate exposition of 
deeds and issues. For in these latter times an annalist 
must not be content when he has built up the skeleton of 
the past, however accurately he has succeeded in restoring 
its joints, processes and articulations. The structure is 
incomplete for all useful purposes until it ceases to be in- 
animate; until clothed with flesh that feels, and endowed 
with faculties that direct, it grows into a living model of 
the epoch it represents, and so becomes, as it were, a por- 
tion of that experience from which the guiding instincts 
of life emanate. 

Materials for such a work are most difficult of access in 
this country and at the same time most indispensable, for 
to read the story of Japan's foreign relations aright, woe 
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must needs borrow a commentary compiled from sources 
other than bald recitals of facts, or conjectures—however 
ingenious—of analists, educated in alien schools. Chief 
amongst these sources is tho testimony of those that have 
been not only witnesses but also controllers of the events 
we sek to interpret ; men whose lips have been hitherto 
sealed by easily comprehended motives, and whose veraci- 
ty is attested by the perfect unison of the causes they 
assign and the events we ourselves see. It is to these 
living expositors we must look for a true rendering of 
much that is still obscure, and if the result of our enquiry 
sometimes—as in the present case—seems to associate evil 
with good, or to place side by side things that have nothing 
common but their dissimilitude, such incongruities ought 
rather to induce than to discourage deeper study. 

The opposition Christianity encountered in Japan has 
been traced by different authors to different agencies, 
some ascribing it to the hostility of the native priest- 
hood, eome to the intrigues of the Dutch, and some 
to the indiscretion of the Jesuit propagandists them- 
selves. For the moment, however, it does not con- 
cern us to balance the merits of these various views. 
Whichever cause predominated they were all three co- 
existent and certainly oodperative. Iyeyasu, at any rate, 
who carried the image of his patron god in his bosom, 
and refused to wear armour in battle lest he should seem 
to mistrust heaven’s tutelage, can scarcely have needed 
either a forged memorial or a Buddhist priest’s petition 
to suggest the suppression of a creed that tended to ex- 
tirpate superstitions of which he made such large capital. 
If we were only required to account for his motive, these 
considerations might suffice, but-the thoroughness of his 
action, combined with his successors’ unswerving allegi- 
ance to the same principle, attest a conviction born not of 
bigotry alone but also of political prescience. The rulers 
of Japan honestly believed that not eternal damnation 
alone but temporal disaster as well, would be the outcome 
of adherence to the Christian faith, and obedient to this 
belief, they strained every resource of an almost illimitable 
power to root out the heresy. Iyeyasu himself had too 
much knowledge of men and things to fancy that persecu- 
tion alone could accomplish the desired result. He foresaw 
that moral agency would be even more essential than 
physical, and with this view took subtle measures to enlist 
popular prejudice in his cause. By erudite proclamations, 
by priestly teaching, by skillfally conceived allegations and 
by appalling punishments, the people were taught that the 
sacred doctrines of the only saving faith were in danger of 
perversion, and the Country of the Gods in peril of appro- 
priation, unless the christian intriguers were exterminated. 
The history of those times is one of horrors well-nigh 
unparalleled, but fortunately our purpose does not compel 
us to describe their details. It is only necessary to point 
out, that when rewards sufficient to make men rich for life 
were given to informers, and tortures of the most ghastly 
character inflicted on the victims they indicated; when 
proselytes were burned alive, sawn asunder, drawn 
by oxen, suspended in the pit, plunged in the boiling 
marl of the volcano, tied head downwards to stakes 
by the sea side so that every wave broke over their 
faces, or starved to death in spiked cages with an 
abundance of savory food always in sight; when the in- 
dignation such spectacles might have aroused was calmed 
by logical explanations of their necessity, and when, above 
all, punishments only a degree less severe were meted out 
to those that associated with or harboured the proscribed, 
it is scarcely to be wondered at that little by little people 
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forgot to distinguish between cause and effect, or that in 
the course of two centuries the word ‘foreigner’ came to 
be a synonym for something all honest men were bound 
to hate and to destroy. Every Western was a Christian— 
s. ‘ Bataren "—who came with the sole object of propaga- 
ting his heresies, not because he believed them beneficial, 
but because their acceptance should prelude the inception 
of a thousand sinister and nefarious projects. This was 
the creed of patriotism, and these were the lessons mothers 
taught their children during the seventcenth and eight- 
eenth centuries, so that when Commodore Perry's 
squadron sailed into Yedo Bay, the heart of the nation 
was stirred by feelings not unlike those of the householder 
who discovers a burglar in his strong-room, or of the 
traveller who finds himself confronted by a footpad. 

Those who hold that human destinies are swayed not 
by accidental influences but by some unerring power, 
will no doubt find fresh warrant for their faith in the fact, 
that these American ships arrived at the precise moment 
when Japan was least prepared to give them the recep- 
tion she unquestionally desired. Had they come a few 
years sooner, the signing of the treaties must have been 
prefaced by deeds humanity does not care to contemplate. 
As it was, however, they found a nation of soldiers unnerv- 
ed by peace too long continued, and a Government that 
dared not do what it believed to be its duty. Historians 
have said that the concessions then made by the Bakufu 
administration were the signal for its overthrow. To call 
them the cause were perhaps more just. This at any rate 
we believe to be certain, that however ripe the country 
was for revolt ; however irksome the rale of the Northern 
Regents had become, and however madly the inborn spirit 
of national progress beat itself against the barriers an es- 
sentially selfish state policy had set up, the vital forces of 
the Tokugawa dynasty wero still far from exhaustion, and 
its chiefs might be ruling to-day in Yedo could they only 
have devised a means for evading or refusing the Barbar- 
ians’ demands. Failing this their fall was assured, and 
we shall scarcely be accused of superstition, if we recognize 
something more than chance in this ordination of the 
christian sufferers’ comrades to be the unwitting agents 
of their persecutors’ overthrow. 


But what a problem was the new Government called 
upon to solve! The germ of its existence was its avowed 
hostility to foreigners. The Emperor, its head not in 
name but in fact, had made their concessions to the 
‘Bataren’ a pretext for his old servants’ overthrow, and had 
solemnly pledged himself to rectify their deviation from 
the national creed, It was this faith that unified the de- 
signs of the Western Barons, and for the fulfillment of this 
pledge, almost every man that could carry a sword waited 
impatiently. Ifin short there was anything that could 
have rendered the change of administration popular—any- 
thing that could have won for it the hearts of the whole 
nation from prince to pariah—it would have been the 
declaration of a crusade against the hated barbarians. _ 

It seems little likely that we shall ever fully understand 
the circumstances by which this current of popular fanati- 
cism was diverted. The death of the Emperor Komei no 
doubt effected the issue considerably, but if the truth were 
known, it would probably be found, that the ratification 
of the treaties made by the Baknfu, and the tolerant at- 
titude of the Central Government in the eatly days of its 
existence, were not so much evidences of an altered policy 
as results of a conviction that, to be successful, the expul- 
sion of the foreigners must be temporarily deferred. 
Many causes no doubt codperated to convert this momen- 
tary forbearance into permanent amity, but as we now 
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know, uot the least powerful of those causes was, that 
amongst the little band of leading spirits by whom the 
Restoration had been planned and achieved, there hap- 
pened to be three or four, who either by travel or study 
had made themselves conversant with the real strength 
of Western nations and with the benefits Japan might 
derive from foreign intercourse. It is not impossible— 
nay there is some evidence to prove—that these every 
men had once been staunch advocates of the ‘ exclusion 
policy ’ thomselves, but they were still stouter supporters 
of their new faith, and if they had not ability to convert 
their comrades, they had at any rate wisdom to devise and 
courage to initiate, the only praticable means of attaining 
that end. We use the word ‘ courage’ advisedly, because 
the scheme proposed was fraught with ultimate perils, 
and of those perils none were more fully coginzant than 
its proposers. Their country was in fact attacked by a 
mortal disease, and to treat that disease effectually neces- 
sitated the employment of a medicine in itself more or less 
poisonous. 

It is to this point that we desire to direct particular 
attention, because it furnishes an easy explanation of 
Japan's too precipitate progress, and of the embarrass- 
ments her headlong haste entailed. 

The mediciue administered was foreign travel. It was 
easily rendered palatable, to aomo by a description of its at- 
tractions, to others by its apparent concord with the policy 
obtaining at the time of the first interchange of treaties, 
namely, that to oppose Western nations successfully, it was 
essential to study their sciences and learn the use of their 
weapons. So with the least possible delay all those pos- 
sessed of local influence and known to be hostile to foreign 
intercourse, were either persuaded or ordered to visit 
Europe and America. There was no overrating of 
their country’s resources on the part of those who 
counselled this course, nor yet any ignorance of the results 
to be expected. They knew by experience the bewildering 
fascination of the marvels these travellers were about to 
witness; they knew that the influences which obliterated 
old errors would awaken new ambitions, and they knew 
that their country must presently be committed to a 
multitude of undertakings which would tax its strength to 
the utmost limit of endurance, possibly, indeed, beyond 
that limit. Yet it would be more than difficult to indicate 
any wiser course, impossible to devise one more rapid, 
and as for its success, we have before our eyes evidences 
that may not be gainsaid. 

But we desire to confine ourselves for the moment to 
the financial rather than the political results of the remedy. 
Reforms that partly reconciled, partly compelled the 
nation to accept its altered condition, immediately followed 
the Restoration, and amongst them must be reckoned the 
inception of: various social and industrial enterprises, 
which, if little indicative of matured wisdom, were toa 
great extent justified by the necessity of exhibiting to 
public view some tangible evidences of the progress 
demanded unanimously though not from uniform motives. 
It cannot be denied that there was more to upbraid than to 
applaud in the rash spirit of innovation which was then 
abroad ; but we may not forget how largely it was fostered 
by unpriucipled advisers, who, knowing well that all per- 
manently ameliorative measures must of necessity be the 
rests of social progress and can never be its effective 
causes, did not hesitate to counsel undertakings for which 
the national intellect was still totally unprepared, and 
which were consequently destined to become either a 
perpetual burthen to the state if maintained, or a re- 
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proach if abandoned. All this, however, was to a certain 
extent inevitable, and would probably have produced no 
very serious consequences, had it not been supplemented 
by the results of the remedy we have described. For when 
the men who had been sent abroad to cure their blindness, 
came back with opened eyes, they brought with them in 
some cases pity, in others contempt for their country’s 
littieness, but in all an absorbing desire to institute those 
reforms which each one deemed the most important 
factors in the product of western civilization. 

This was what had been anticipated, though no doubt 
the reality somewhat exceeded the expectation. Nay, the 
excess must have been very considerable, for it were dif- 
ficult even now to recapitulate the unceasing sequence of 
reckless enterprise and premature innovation that ensued. 
The world indeed stood by applauding. There was much 
to marvel at, much to admire in the spectacle, and few 
might guess that the race was too fast for the runners, or 
perceive that an almost fatal exhaustion was gradually 
benumbing their energy. Only those who had recognized 
the inevitability of the crisis laboured untiringly to miti- 
gate it, but it will easily be conceived that their strength 
was often insufficient to stem the current of popular opin- 
ion. At best they could only hope to exercise a very 
gradually augmented restraint, and by what enormous 
strides the national indebtedness advanced in the interim, 
the present condition of the currency sufficiently demon- 
strates. Neither did those who understood the necessity 
of circumspection act with unanimity. Some shrank from 
applying the check when the mischief was still in its 
infancy, and their reluctance caused the secession from 
their party of two who could ill be spared at such a junc- 
ture. Had the outer world been then a little wiser, it 
might have construed these events aright, and credited 
the seceders’ prediction of impending embarrassments. 
But the outer world found it more profitable, as it was 
certainly more pleasant to consider Japan’s resources 
inexhaustible ; and men did not even hesitate to call such 
unfounded vaticinations traitorous, classing their authors 
in the same category as Yeito Shimpei and Mayebara 
Issei. Now at last the truth is recognized and the rejected 
" counsels received ; but now too tho mischief has attained 
such dimensions that the slight restraint which might 
once have sufficed, must be exchanged for a curb which, if 
applied with sufficient strength to be really useful, can 
scarcely fail to impede profitable progress at the same 
time. 

Btill we do not for a moment doubt the possibility of a 
cure. On the contrary, the fact that these difficulties 
were foreseen and accepted as temporarily inevitable, 
seems to furnish the best possible guarantee for their ulti- 
mate removal. Neither do we seek to disparage the justly 
eulogized activity Japan has displayed since the Restora- 
tion, though we do believe that her advance has been pre- 
cipitate and that much of what has been effected cannot 
be permanent, since the mind of the nation is not yet ripe 
for its reception. We have merely sought to demonstrate, 
first that the old spirit of exclusion was a fruit of three 
centuries’ growth and that it had its germ in a subtly 
fostered misconception of Christianity and its purpose; 
second, that Japan's present embarrassments are in a 
great measure the issue of that misconception, and third, 
that had she not willingly accepted those embarrassments, 
we should have very much graver cause of complaint to-day 
than a hampered trade or a depreciated currency. 
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i the mind of a Japanese his country's present finan- 
cial condition presents itself under two aspects : he 
observes that the currency is seriously depreciated and 
that his rice costs him a number of yen far in excess of 
any precedent; or he remarks, that although he gets on 
tolerably well within the limits of his own country, he has 
no sooner sailed beyond Goto or Tsushima, than he is only 
separated from starvation by his watch and trinkets. 

This difference of aspect, it need scarcely be observed, 
is one of appreciation rather than of fact. The two em- 
barrassments are in reality phases of the same condition, 
though their mutual relation has not always been precisely 
alike. In the days when some reasonable proportion ex- - 
isted between the totalities of the metallic and paper cur- 
rencies—that is to say, in the early times of the latter's 
issue—an exodus of the precious metals did no doubt take 
place on a very considerable scale, not alone as bullion, 
but also to restore the normal equilibrium of international 
demand. Importation was then largely stimulated, both 
by the altered ratio of relative values and by the spirit of 
speculation which invariable accompanies, and very 
often indeed intensifies, such commercial disturbances. 
Now, however, the inflation of the currency has far 
passed the point at which it ceases to effect the amount 
of the metallic media. Whatever may have been its 
aggregate influence on imports in the past, it has to- 
day attained such a degree of practical inconvertibility, 
that it acts as a serious check, both moral and ma- 
terial, on the whole course of foreign trade. Neither do 
existing circumstances promise any immedia(e ameliora- 
tion of the evil, for the exchanges are palpably against 
Japan, and the action of that great panacea, tho compe- 
tition of commerce, is for the moment largely impeded. 
Minor circumstances may of course modify individual esti- 
mates, but most of us are probably agreed upon these sa- 
lient facts, and all uninanimously recommend the same 
remedy, namely, a restoration of the due ratio between the 
paper and metallic currencies either by a sufficient diminu- 
tion of the former or an increase of the latter. 

With the question of diminution we do not propose to 
concern ourselves here. There is, we believe, a method by 
which this excessive inflation might be effectively and 
beneficially contracted, but we reserve the indication of that 
method for a future occasion, merely observing, en passant, 
that the Government's earnest resolves to curtail the un- 
productive expenditure by which so large a quantity, of 
its paper issues have been hitherto put into circulation, 
cannot fail ultimately to exercise a palliative effect. 

Omitting then the alternative of a foreign loan, which, 
from the dual nature of its probable action, does not 
strictly belong to either of the methods we have indicated, 
an improvement in the export trade naturally suggests 
itself as the most desirable means of restoring the balance, 
and rice has been generally held to be the factor capable 
of exercising the largest effect in this direction. If only 
the export of grain were facilitated, the return of prosperi- 
ty would, it is said, be assured, and the sorcly needed 
metallic media flow back to the country in a permanent 
stream. Some prominence has been imparted to these 
hypotheses by the late full in the price of rice, and it 
will therefore be well at the outset to eliminate any de- 
lusions engendered by this circumstance. The reduced 
quotations do certainly indicate faith in thie prospects of & 
plentiful harvest, but this motive is not strong enough to 
be considered appreciable. The simple truth is that in 
Japan,as in all other countries, the native markets are 
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subject to temporary and regularly recwring influences 
which have no connection with pwely commercial causes. 
Thus at the New Year the farmer needs money for three 
purposes; todefray his taxes, to purchase agricultural 
requisites and to provide the luxuries he then ellows him- 
self, however gloomy behis prospects. ‘To procure this 
money he is obliged to sell a certain quantity of rice, and 
it is to the increased supply thus placed in the market 
that we must ascribe the present fall in price. 
In estimating the useful potentialities of the rice ex- 
port, our first disposition is to consider the aggregate 
amount of grain that can be spared to foreign countries. 
This we fear has been somewhat exaggerated. A compa- 
rison of the total average produce of the rice districts with 
the entire population of Japan, shews that the former 
scarcely exceeds one fourth of the quantity required for 
the complete supply of the latter on the supposition of an 
uuiversal uniform consumption. Two very important 
items in this estimate have of course to be corrected before 
it becomes reliable. First an allowance must be made 
for the female and juvenile portions of the community, and 
second, a large fraction of the whole numbers must be 
struck off to represent the non-consuming section. It is 
scarcely necessary to remark that the use of rice as an 
article of diet is very far from universal. The lower 
classes of the people are strangers to such a luxury, 
and even in the producing districts barley and millet have 
hitherto constituted the staple food of the petty farmers. 
Against this however, we must set the now indisputably 
established fact, that since the Restoration the improved 
condition and more ‘stable prospects of the agricultural 
classes have greatly generalized rice consumption. Some 
economists represent this difference by a ratio of two to 
one, bat without entirely accrediting their estimate we 
may confidently assert, that this increase of consumption 
fally balances the saving effected by the reduction of the 
feudatories’ unproductive expenditure. On the other hand 
the rice growing area has been appreciably enlarged. New 
lands have been brought under cultivation and the rural 
population has received large accessions from the military 
classes. Moreover of these changes probably the last alone 
has attained its full developement. We may look for still 
farther increments to the producing districts and still 
greater additions to the consuming masses, nor is it by 
any means easy to predict which of the two will ultimate- 
ly predominate. In short, statistical data are not as yet 
sufficiently accurate to guide our conciusions much, and 
we shall be in less danger of error if we base our reflec- 
tions upon the actual condition of the rice market to-day. 
Now the aggregate yield of the last two years has not 
been below the average. There has consequently been no 
diminution of supply from natural causes. Against the 
increased consumption amongst the agricultural classes 
too, we have to set these compensatory influences; the 
abolition of the feudal system and its enormous unproduc- 
tive expenditure, the extension of the fruitful area and the 
augmentation of the producing classes. ‘To what then are 
we to attribute the present abnormal prices of the grain ; 
prices which almost represent a scarcity value? If the 
quantity of rice in the country exceeded the supply re- 
quired for home uses by an amount whoscexport were as ca- 
pable of producing a sensible change in the currency level, 
is it conceivable that tho market value of the grain could 
be sustained for a moment at present quotations? Let us 
examine briefly the reasons commonly adduced in sup- 
port of such a faith. 
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the depreciated currency. As a matter of fact, indeed, 
the advance of the one has notably outstripped the decline 
of the other, but this, so far from vitiating the argument, 
is, considered rather to support it. Rice is thus regarded as 
& measure of exchange value, and the currency deprecia- 
tion is estimated by a comparicon not between the minting 
and market prices of the precious metals, but between 
the amount of grain a given weight of silver once 
purchased, and the quantity that can now be obtained 
for the equivalent of that silver in Kinsatz. The fallacy 
of such reasoning is at once apparent when we remember, 
that a mutual relation necessarily exists between the 
values of all Inbour-produced articles considered as the 
means by which capital is remunerated. It is a fund- 
amental principle of political economy, that the rate of 
profit in all employments tends to an equality. The cost, 
risk, and trouble of producing a given quantity of rice have 
not undergone any very palpable change during the last 
ten years, but other industries have been abnormally 
developed, and rice has not been excluded from the general 
adjustment of advantages without which these various 
employments could not co-exist, A moment’s reflection 
will disclose a multitude of additional disturbing elements 
Which have accompanied the social revolution lately ac- 
complished in Japan, but we have not space to detail 
these here. All we desire to demonstrate in this connec- 
tion is that circumstances not directly connected with the 
depreciation of the currencythave influenced the value of 
rice, and that the general laws applicable to those cireum- 
stances may therefore be justly extended to the case of 
rice also. 

The depreciated currency is also said to heighten mar- 
ket prices through the mistrust it inspires. In other 
words, the farmer refuses to part with an article of certain 
value for one subject to abrupt fluctuations. There may 
be some truth in this, but not so much as appears at first 
sight. Agricultural classes have no such standard of com- 
parison as urban tradesmen whose concern is with imports 
aud exports. It suffices for country folk that a measure of 
grain should retain its power of exchanging for a certain 
portion of silk, cotton or tea. Familiarity is with them 
the father of faith, and it is obvious that their acquaintance 
with the comparatively new metallic currency now in cir- 
culation cannot be more intimate than it is with kinsatzu. 
Disturbing rumours may, and probably do, reach them 
from time to time, but on the whole paper tokens will not 
be much despised so long as they pay for labour and pur- 
chase necessaries. 

Again the co-existence of high prices and abundant sup- 
plies is explained by assuming an universal disposition to 
hoard produce. Now the hoarding even of money is a 
propensity which only obtains on a large scale when ap- 
prehensions of insecurity exist, accompanied by a difficulty 
of finding safe and profitable investments. These, how- 
ever, are precisely the conditions which the abolition of 
the feudal system and subsequent inprovements in legisla- 
tion, have tended to remove, so that unless we suppose 
the effective desire for wealth to be abnormaly de- 
veloped amongst the Japanese, we shall be puzzled 
to account for any general disposition to hoard. As 
for the hoarding of perishable produce, it cannot possibly 
be attributed to anything but a hope of influencing the 
market. Agricultural produce—since it cannot be in- 
crensed in quantity before the next harvest—is certainly 
one of the few commodities’ susceptible of being forced to 
A monopoly value. But this supposes an equilibriam of 


First it is alleged that the rico in price is a symptom of|demand and supply, and what then becomes of the large 
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surplus awaiting exportation? Even granting that the 
farmers have everywhere combined to force the price by 
holding back, nor yet denying the presence either of a 
desire to hoard suggested by the novelty of being able to 
do so, or of a disinolination to sell for paper of unstable 
worth, how is it possible to conceive rational men 80 
possessed by avidity to add some hypothetical fraction to 
gains immmediately realizable, that they persist in hoard- 
ing a commodity subject to daily deterioration, and known 
to be largely in excess of anything home consumption can 
ever require ? 

We have not at present space to examine the question 
of mechanical obstacles to export, but we may remark 
that shipping monopolies, exorbitant freight, and such 
things, cannot have existed in former times less than they 
do now, when the resources of the carrying trade are in- 
creased by the vessels of the Mitsu Bishi, the Fuhansen- 
gaisha and other minor companies. At any rate the re- 
moval of these obstacles could only tend to increase the 
demand for rice, and therefore also to enhance its value, 
under which circumstances the profits of exporters become 
somewhat problematical. 

On the whole therefore we are led to conclude that no 
reasonable explanation can be adduced sufficient to re- 
concile the present market value of rice with the hypothe- 
ais of a superabundant supply. A considerable quantity 
might no doubt be spared for exportation, but whether the 
operation wonld be remunerative, or whether it would ex- 
ercise any permanently sensible effect on the balance of 
trade, are points we recommend to the more careful con- 
sideration of those concerned. 


REVIEW. 
“ The Classical Poetry of the Japanese.” By Bast 
Hatt CHAMBERLAIN, author of “ Yeigo Heukaku 
Ichiran.” London, Triibner and Co. 


In the introduction to Mr. Chamberlain's scholarly work 
upon the classical poetry of the Japanese, he asks “ shall 
translations from foreigu poetry be made in prose or in 
verse? or, to change the form of question, shall we 
reprodace the actual words of the original, or make our- 
selves the interpreters of its intention ? Shall we sacrifice 
the spirit to the letter, or the letter to the spirit?” Whilst 
admitting that this perplexity is as old as tho art of transla- 
tion, our author shows that in adopting verse as his method 
of rendering, not only the general seuse, but, in some 
degree, the delightful rhythmic melody of the original 
lyrics, he has erred—if he has indeed been thought 
to err at all—in such good company as Mons. de Rosny 
and Dr. Legge. The difficulties, however, which surround 
a translator who aims at a pvetic version, in which the 
general spirit and the ipsissima verba of the original shall 
both be equally perserved, are undoubtedly great. Iudeed, 
Mr. Chamberlain himself points out that Japauese prosody 
knows neither rhyme, tone, accent, quantity, or alliteration. 
The only rale which appears to govern it is that every 

must consist of five and seven syllables, with, go- 
nerally, au extra line of seven sylinbles to mark the close. 
Though not absolutely essential, there are, lLowever, three 
original additions at the Japanese versifier's command. 
These cousist of what are styled “ Pillow-words,” “* Pre- 
faces,” and “Pivots.” “The “ Pillow-words,” Mr. 
Chamberlain explains, “ are meaningless expressions which 
are prefixed to other words merely for the sake of euphony. 
Almost every word of note lias some ‘ Pillow-word,’ ou which it 
may, so to speak, rest its head; and dictionaries of them aro 
often resorted to by the uuready Japauese versifier just as 
rhyming dictionaries como to the aid of the poctasters of mo- 
derun Europe. A ‘ Preface is but a ‘ Pillow-word ’ ou a more 
extensive scale, consisting, as it does, of a whole sentence, 
prefixed to a poem, not on account of any connection with 
the sense of what follows, but merely ns au introduction 
pleasing to the ear. The ‘Pivot’ is a more complicated 
device, and one which, in any European language, would 
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not be only insupportable, but impossible, resting, as it dogs, 
on a wost peculiar kind of geude mots. A word having two 
siguifications serves as a species of hinge on which two 
doors turn, so that while the first part or the poetical 
phrase has no logical end, the latter has no logical 
beginning. To the English reader such a panning inven- 
tion will doubtless seem the height of misapplied ingenuity, 
calculated to reduce pootry to the level of the acrostic and 
the boutes rimes. But as a matter of fact, the impression 
produced by these linked verses is delightful in the 
extreme, passing, ns they do, before the reader, like a 
series of dissulving views, vague, graceful, and suggestive.” 

Japanese poetry, as a reference to Mr. Chamberlain’s 
translations will show, contains something more than a five 
or seven-syllable string of quaint couceits and grotesque 
word-twistings. Although the ingenuity of the modern 
punster is ofteu surpassed Ly the dexterity with which the 
classic bards of Japan can quibble aud prevaricate upon the 
language they employ, still their verses are not unfrequently 
marked by sound thought and happy metaphor. ‘These, 
together with some excellent word-paiutings, Mr. Chamber- 
lain has preserved with great ability, but of the verbal 
contortions with which the originals are said to abound, he 
bas rendered little, feeling, perhaps, with Addison that “a 
punean no more be engraven than it cau be translated.” 
The result of Mr. Chamberlaiu’s labours show that he has 
acted not only wisely but well, in preserving the spirit 
rather than the letter of the poems, and there is ample 
evidence to prove that justice has been done not only to the 
sense, but to the rhythmic melody of the originals. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s translations are arranged under seven 
heads. The first division comprises the ballads from the 
“ Mauyefushifu,” or “ collection of a myriad of leaves,” and 
in this the classical poetry of the Japanese is contained. 
They comprehend selections from a number of collections 
made by Imperial command from the tenth to the fifteenth 
ceuturies, and commonly known as the “Collectious of the 
One-and-Twenty Reigns.” The many thousands of stanzas 
forming this collection, and from which Mr. Chamberlain has 
made a careful selection, are arranged under the headings of 
Spring, Summer, Autumn; Winter, Congratulations, Part- 
ing, Travelliug, Acrostics, Love, Elegies, Various, aud 
Conceits. In the original there are various subdivisions of 
these headings for the convenience of reference. Our 
anthor points out that, even in the arrangement of these 
sub-divisions, a characteristic conceit is worked classifying 
Love under five heads, commencing with Love Unconfessed 
and ending with Love Unrequited aud Forgotten. ‘The 
space at our commaud will allow us only to extmect one or 
two of the shortest of Mr. Chamberlain’s translations :— 


SECRET LOVE. 


“If, as my spirit yearns for thine 
Thine yearns for me, why thus delay ? 
And yet what answer might be mine 
If on her way, 
gossip bade me tell 


Whence the deep sighs that from my bosom swell ? 


And thy dear name my lips should pass, 
My blushes would our loves declare ; 
No, no! I'll say my longing was 
To see the moon appear 


O’er yonder darkling hill ; 
Yet tis on thee mine eyes would gave their fill!” 
The elegancies of metaphor are nicely employed in the 
following :— 


RAIN AND &XOW. 
“ For ever on Mikdne’s crest, 
That soars so far away, 
The rain it rains in ceaseless sheets, 
The snow it snows all day. 


And ceaseless as the rain and snow 
That fall from heaven above, 

So ceaselessly since first we met, 
I love my darling love.” 


The anonymous lines composed on beholding au unaccom- 
panied damsel crossing the great bridge of Kahanchi convey 
a pretty word-picture :-— , 


“ Across the bridge. with scarlet i 

That o'er the ——— parley Se al 
All trippingly a tender girl is going, 

-In bodice blue and n skirt arrayed. 
None to escort her : would that I were knowing 
Whether alone she sleeps on viryin bed, 
Or if some spouse has won her by his wooing :— 

Tell me her house! I'll ask thee, pretty, pretty maid !" 
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These short extracts are sufficient to indicate how ably 
Mr. Chamberlain has sueceeded in his difficult task. For 
& more intimate acquaintaneeship with the excellence of his 
style we must refer the render to the book itself. It is un- 
doubtedly one of the best translations of lyric literature 
which hus appeared during the close of the Inst year.— 
Shanghai Courier. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


LonDon, January 24th, 1881. 


County Clare has been proclaimed as disturbed. 
The House of Commons, after a long debate, has voted 
the address to the Roynl Message. 
‘5 The Chinese Government has approved the treaty with 
ussia. 


Lonpox, 27th January, 1881. 


On the trial of the Land Leaguers the jury were unable 
to agree and were discharged. 


(Soprrrep to tHe “ Honexone Dairy Press.”] 


London, January 17th. 
The Ambassadors of the Greek Powers have learned that 
hostilities between Turkey and Grecce are expected to 
commence at the end of January. 
After severe fighting the Russians have completely in- 
vested Geok Tep6; the loss on both sides was heavy, 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 














The Messageries Maritimes steamer Volga arrived only this 
morning, being delayed by bad weather. She brings Londou 
dates up to the 10th ulto. The City of Pekiag is due from San 
Francisco to-morrow. The P. & QO. steamer Sunda left at 
daybreak to-day with the homeward mails. 


Following on the smart shock early yesterday morning, 
another, but of a trifling nature, was felt shortly after nine 
’ o'clock in the forenoon, and yet another just after 1 p.m. This 
morning there was a perceptible motion at 527 a.m. Itis to be 
hoped that the frequency of these shocks will not reach its 
culminating point in a great earthquake, such as we had 
nearly a year ago. 


The London & China Express says :—We hear that the nego- 
tiations on the proposals of the Japanese with reference to the 
revision of the Treaties may prove somewhat longer than was 
anticipated. This is consequent on the proposals nut being 
simply revisionary, but almost entirely abroguting the Treaties 
at present in existence, and as H. M. Government did not ex- 
pect this, they naturally require longer to sift the details. 


The following were the current rates of freight for vessels on 
the berth at home on the departure of the last mail, December 
3rd :—Per Conference steamers.—'T'o Hongkong, £1 10s. weight 
and £2. measurement ; to Shanghai £1 10s. weight, and £2 
measurement ; to Hankow or Nagasaki, £2 Oa. weight, aud £2 
10s. measurement; and to Yokohama, £1 15s. weight, and £2 
Ss. meusurement. Per China and Japan Shippers’ Associa- 
tion :—To China, £1 15s. weight or measurement ; to Yokoha- 
ma, £1 15s. weight, £1 17s. Gd. measurement; to Hiogo, £1 
158. weight, £1 17s. Gd. mensuremont. Per sailing vessels.—To 
Hongkong, £1 7s. Gd. weight, £1 5s. measurement; to Shang- 
hai, £1 7s. Gd. weight, £1 measurement; and to Yokohama, 
£1128. Gd. weight and £1 5s. measurement. The current 
quotations for coal were as follows :—From Wear or Tyne, per 
keel.—T'o Hongkong, £23 ; Shanghal £31 ; to Bangkok, £24; 
to Yokohama, £26. From Newport, Cardiff, or Swansea, per 
ton.—To Yokohama, 27s. ;_ tu Shanghai 28s. ; to Hongkong, 24s 
From Birkenhead, per ton.—'l'o Hongkong, 2s.; to Shang- 
hai, 26s. | 





of the settlement, after sunset, will soon be remedied. The 
suggestion of an assessment, in paper yen, of three per cent. on 
annual rentals has been readily acquiesced in, and subscriptions 
are coming in so fast that in a short time we shall rejoice in the 
novelty of lighted streets. All of us must have had occasions 
when a stumble over a heap of stones or gravel left in the 
middle of the path, has culled forth a left-handed prayer, and 
when we are nble to walk out at night without barking our 
shins or imperilling our necks, the public spirit of those who 
have interested themselves in this matter should be gratefully 
remembored. 


We are informed by the Post Office Authorities that the 
Toyoshima Maru, which arrived. from Hakodate yesterday 
morning, had her iron mail-room flooded by a aca breaking into 
it during the prevaleuce of « storm on her passage to this post. 
The mail, amounting to three packages in all, was reduced to a 
mass of pulp, and it is probable that the — portion of it 
will be a total loss. The foreign letters may be nearly all 
saved by reason of the stronger paper upon which they are 
written, but as the covers even of these will be defaced and 
torn, it will be necessary to return them to the writers as far as 
possible. The Post Office is uow engaged in drying the mail 
preparatory to an examination. 


The National Base-Ball League at New York have made the 
following revisious in the playing rules :—The pitcher's position 
is moved five feet further from the home base; the number of 
called balls is reduced vo seven, and strikes to three: warning a 
good ball is omitted ; the runner shall not have a substitate run 
for him under any circumstances. A base runner may be put 
out on returning on his base after a foul ball, if touched by the 
ball in the hands of a fielder, after the pitcher handled it. In 
scoring, the column of bases on hits is substitated for bases run, 
aud of errors for total chances offered. The Spalding League 
ball was adopted for the next season. 


After ashort respite, the fire season seems to have come 
upon us again, with violence refreshed by its short space of rest. 
In one single day no less than seven fires have been reported in 
the capital and its suburbs. On Tuesday night a fire broke 
out at Shinagawa, aud destroyed a large area containing nume- 
rous houses, including police stations, a telegraph office and 
similar buildiugs. Not an hour after this another conflagration 
occurred at Minami Moto-cho, Asakusa, which destroyed some 
thirty houses. Yesterday forenoon a fire broke out at Higashi 
Konya-cho, Kanda-ku, and spreading rapidly westward, con- 
sumed all Yechiszen-bori, Bakuro-cho, and other streets. The 
fire also extended in the opposite direction and passing through 
some of the most densely populated districts of the city, crossed 
the Samida-gawa and continued its ravages on the opposite 
bank. It was eventually got undor control at about six o'clock, 
though a dense cloud of smoke still hangs over the locality. 


The Shanghai Courier writes :—“ We learn on good authority 
that one of the largest of the Russian men-of-war in Nagasaki 
harbour has been loaded with 2,000 tons of coal and a large 
quantity of artillery and ammunition. Another’ vessel of the 
fleet is being similarly loaded. It is evident that the 
Russians have some secret project in view. This information, 
taken in connection with our Newchwang correspoudent's com- 
munication, tends to the belief that some Corean port is tho 
destination. of the material which has been taken oa board the 
steamers in Nagasaki a, 


A native journal states that rumour has long been . rife 
us tothe frequent appearence of pirates in the neighboring sea of 
Kiushiu. Now it is reported that the scoundrels have largely in- 
creased their numbers and are causing great trouble to naviga- 
tion, The police along the coast have been using their exertions 
tocapture somo of these marauders bat hitherto without any suc- 
cess. Jt has been lately discovered, however, that they have a 
harbour of refuge in a small island called Matsushima, close to 


We are happy to be ablo to inform our readers that there is Corea, aud preparatious are beiug made for despatchiug a foree 
every possibility that the present disgraceful state of the streets | of police collected from various prefectures against them. 
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JAPANESE ITEMS. 


[The following Notes on various Japauese matters are chietly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemeuted from 
original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, se as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Hocki Shinbun say that His Majesty the Emperor will 
go to the Narashino plains shortly to witness some rabbit hun- 
ting, to which the Princes of the Blood, the Prime Ministers, 
and the Privy Councillors are invited. 

The same paper writes as follows :—“ Tokio folks, who are 
noted for their garrulity, say that Atami isa branch office of 
the Central Government just now, and this seems to be after all 
quite correct. Many prominent functionaries are at present 
going there one after another, but we can not think this is 
because all of them have become sick at the same time. His Ex- 
eollency Inouye, Minister for Foreign Affairs, leaving Tokio by 
the 9 am. train, went there on the 21st instant. Mr. Senator 
Ijiuin is now making preparations to visit these hot spriugs, and 
Messrs. Chief Secretary Yamasaki, of the Council of State, and 
Under Secretary Hirata of the Finance Department, have been 
ordered there in all haste.” 

The Mainichi Shinbun announces that during the absence of 
His Ex. Foreign Minister Inouye at Atami, His Ex. Wooyeno 
has been appointed to take charge of the Department. 

His Excellency General Saigo, Privy Councillor, went to Ata- 
mi on Sanday last. 

‘His Excellency General Yamada, Privy Councillor, who has 
beea ill for some time, is now convalescent, and left Tokio for 
the same place on Tuseday. 

His Excellency Genera] Kuroda, Chief of the Colonization 
Commission, returned to Tokio on Saturday last from Atami. 
Jadge Kishira, President of the Supreme Court, and Judge 
Watanabe, both went there on the same day. 

One of our native contemporaries states that rules for the 
daties of the new gendarmes force were compiled and forward- 
ed to the Cabinet by the Minister of War some time ago. Owing 
to press of official business, however, they were delayed and 
only transmitted to the Legislative section on the 19th instant. 
Revision commenced the next day, but the rules will not be 
published before the beginning of next month. Mr. Under 
Secretary Kiyoura was appointed Inspector, but owing to his 
son’s illness has been compelled to decline the post, which will 
be filled by another official of the same elass. The uniform of 
the corpse will be a red coat and black trousers, and they will 
carry Japanese swords and pistols. Surgeons and paymasters 
will be attached to the force. 

Sanday the 30th instant being the 15th anniversary of the 
death of Komei Tenno, father of the present Emperor, a great 
religious ceremony will be performed at the head temples of all the 
different socts, at 10 a.m.on that day. In Kivto, the Imperial 
tomb will be opened to the public, for the purpose of worship. 

According to the Hochi Shinbun the new force of gendarmes 
will be divided into parties of three hundred men each. The 
annaal cost of the force is expected to be 200,000 yen. 

The Hochi Shinbua states that last Sunday, being the birthday 
of Her Majesty the Empress Dowager, Their Majesties the 
Emperor and the Empress went to the Awoyama palace to offer 
their congratulations. All officials connected with the Imperial 
Household attended in uniform. 

The same paper says that a Japanese Consulate is to be 
established in Paris. 

Mr. Shima, Governor of the prefecture of Iwate, went to 
Atami the day before on Tuesday. 

Mr. Kitagaki, the new Governor of Kioto, being about to 
leave for his post, gave a banquet to his friends at the Seiyo- 
ken Hotel, on Monday last. 

His Excellency Prime Minister Sanjo will give a banquet at 
lis private residence, to-day next, on which occasion many 
prominent people will be invited. 

Mr. Kuki, Vice Assistant Minister of Education, arrived in 
Kioto on the 18th instant, and inspected the Normal School, 

_ the School for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb, the Female School, 
the Female Establishment, and the Drawivg School &c. 
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The Mainichi Shinbua states that a special Bureau for the 
Inspection of the Marine Laws of Japan has been established 
in the Senate. 

The same paper states, writing on the formation of the new 
corps of gendarmes, that two companies of men will form one 
battalion. Besides the bead qurrtera, two or three minor 
stations will be established in the capital. 

The Ja inichi Shinbun states thr.t the recent official appoint- 
ment of the son of the late Judge Ichi-no-se Nawohisa, who 
was recently murdered by Usui Rokuro, has given rise to some 
difficulty in the Judicial Department to which the young man 
was nominated. 

The same paper states that a special Court was opened in 
the Tokio Seibansho, on Monday last, for the trial of Usui Ro- 
kuro, who murdered the late Judge Ichi-no-ee Nowohies, and 
his uncle, an accomplice. Their confessions were taken on 
the following day. 

We learn from another journal that a store has been establi- 
shed by the Colonization Commission for the sale of products 
from Yeaso. It will be officially opened on Friday, and for the 
transaction of business on and after Monday next, and is situated 
near the Yeitai-bashi, Tokio. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :— “We recently published a 
current rumour to the effect that a Department of Agrical- 
ture and Commerce would shortly be established, bat it is 
now generally reported that the Department of Agri- 
calture will be first established, and the Board of Commerce 
left alone for the present. Some steps regarding the latter 
office will be taken before the month of June next.” 

We read in the Hochi Shinbun that His Excellency Sagi, 
Assistant Minister of the Imperial Househ old Department, 
inspected the ground for the new Imperial palace on Tuesday 
last 


The Nichi Nichi Shimben states that H. L H. Prince Arisu- 
gawa Takehito (the younger) arrived at Singapore at 11 a.m. 
on the 25th instant. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that Mr. Kitagaki will leave 
Tokio for his new poet of Govern or of Kioto on the 2nd prox: 
imo, and will be accompanied by Mr. Secretary Hara, of the 
Hiogo prefecture, who is also in Tokio. 

Mr. Secretary Ootori, of the Public Works Department, 
arrive at Kobe on the 22nd instant in the Tokio Maru, where he 
inspected the branch establishment of the Civil Engineering 
Office, and then sailed for Nagasaki. 

Dr. Matsumoto, and Dr. Hayashi, military Surgeons in Chief, 
and Dr. Ikeda, Surgeon, have been appointed members of the 
committee about to compile regulations for the constitution 
of Laboratories in Japan. 

The Akebono Shinbun says that the Chinese Consul at Kobe, 
Liao Sik Ngan, is about to return to his native country. 

The Nicki Nicht Shinbun publishes the following from a cor- 
respondent at Atami :—“ Of the functionaries who have been at 
Atami since the New Year's day, His Ex. Ito will return to 
the Capital in s day or two, and His Ex. Inouye on the 28th 
or 29th instant. His Ex. Okuma is stopping at the Sagamiya 
Hotel, and there isa large number of prominent people at these 
hot springs, including Mr. Godai from Osaka, and 
Mr. Takashima frum Yokobama, the place being 60 
crowded that all the bath houses are full. It seems probable 
that the above-named three Privy Councillors are highly annoy- 
ed atencha great assemblage, as they will not be able tohold any 
private conferences, lest secret matters should leak out to the 
ears of outsiders, aud consequently they now find Tokio 
far safer inthis reapect. Some of the higher officials make their 
visitsto the hot baths a matter quite of secondary importance, 
though they cam e for that purpose, and they go from house to 
house, calling upon their superiors for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the result of the official meetings. Wheu His Ex. Inouye 
arrived bere in a Russian man-of-war, it was quite a dark nigbt, 
and therefore electric lights were exhibited from three places 
on board the ship, and the harbour was lighted as clearly as if 
it were day time, a gig)it highly surprising those a to whom this 
light is a novelty.” 
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XAVAL AND MILITARV. 

The Akebono Shinbun states that the Russian fleet at Naga- 
saki consists of nine men-of war, of which one or two ships 
leave every two or three days in turn, very early in the morning, 
and go out to sea to practise firing, returning to the an- 
chorage in the evening. In the harbour also they practise 
torpedo experiments, aud have boat drill every day. 

The Choya Shinbun informs us that the distance between the 
fortifications at Kwanonzaki in the prefectnre of Kanagawa on 
this side of the Yedo Bay, and those at Futtsu, the continua- 
tion of the Saratoga point, in the prefecture of Chiba, on the 
opposite coast, is found from accurate surveys to be 1 ri, 12 cho, 
$0 ken, and the direct line between the const of Kwanonzaki 
and the poiut of Futtsu is 3 ri, 7 cho, 22 ken. The construction 
of Fortification No.2 will be commenced at the end of this 
month, 

The same paper states that in future any military officer who 
wishes to marry must apply for permission to the Minister of 
‘War, by whom the request will be handed to the Prime Minister 
for the approval of His Majesty of the Emperor. Formerly the 
sanction of the Minister of War was sufficient. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that a number of officers have 
been despatched from the Pilot Bureau of the Navy Department, 
to survey the coast of Shikoku. 

Commander Imai, captain of the Bete Kan, has been re- 
placed by Commander Hamabu. 

We read in a local native journal that eight Russian naval 
_ Officers went to Tokio last Tuesday, and visited the Navy 
Department, where they had a lengthy interview with His 
Excellency Admiral Enomoto, Minister of the Navy. 

Acoording to the Nichi Nichi Shinbun Dr. Kagami has been 
appointed the Director, and Dr. Shibaoka Vioe-Director of the 

Yokosuka Naval Hospital. 

' The Afainichi Shinbun writes as follows :—‘‘ Whenever China 
finds it necessary to purchase arms from foreign countries, she 
gives her orders to the wellknown firm of Krupp in Germany ; 
agents of this company are now in China, where they are ar- 
ranging some matters connected with the purchase of cannon and 
rifles.” 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

The Imperial revenue, collected at the Tokio Fucho for the 
first half of the 13th fiscal year, has been forwarded to the 
Revenue Department. 

A native journal states that the Mitsu Bishi Company's Ko- 
ris Maru took away 51,476.40 yen in paper on the 23rd instant, 
for the Okinawa (Loochoo) prefecture. The Wakanoura 
Mary brought on her last voyage the sam of 70,000 yen in new 
trade dollars from the Specie Bank in Kobe. By the Frenct 
mail steamer Afensaleh gold and silver bullion amounting to 
11,009.88 ounces, and valued at 225,853.82 yen was exported 
to London. 

The same paper states that the newly printed one yen and 
two yen paper money will shortly be issued in place of those 
that are now in circulation. 

In consequence of the scarcity of small paper currency, the 
Government Printing Office is about to print ten sen paper 
with the utmoat despatch. 

A native journal states that the silk trade in Yokohama is 
dull. When the French and American mails left here on the 23rd 
instant, no foreigners had bought silk. No. 90 had inspected 
about a hundred bales of filatures, valued at $570 to $580. The 
Shibusawa Company sent in forty bales of Tomioka silk to No. 
66, valued at $550, and about a hundred and fifty bales at $550 
Were sent in to No. 63 : in both cases it is thought that $10 less 
Would be accepted. 

Of imports there are large supplies of merinos, but they do 
not meet with a ready sale. 

Mr. Mameshime, one of the Committee for Industry at 
Kamishima Mura in the province of Idzu, who has for years 
past given strict attention to agriculture, has lately invented a 
new method of making paper out of the willow tree ; the quality 
is said to be excellent. 

The Marino Insarance Company was established originally 
With a capital of 500,000 yen, but that amount being now found 
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| insufficient, the Company contemplate the issue of new shares 


to the extent of 1,500,000 yen. 

A native journal informs its readers that when some cocoons 
produced in Yesso and exported abroad were inspected, they 
were found to be of excellent quality, and the Agricaltural 
Department of the Unitcd States of America ordered some 
through Mr. Tsuda Sen. Three thousaud cards of these 
cocoons were also ordered from Italy. 

The Marine Trausport Company was opened on Monday, its 
head office being at the 2nd ward of Minami Shiabori-cho, Tokio. 
Mr. Faukaya was appointed director, aud Mr. Nobuta, manager. 
A branch office is established at Odawara, and the company 
have bought two steamers, which will call at the ports of 
Kazusa, Shimosa, Izu, Sagami, Awa, &c. | | 

A Spinning Manufactory, under the name of the — 
has been established at Mitajiri, Chochiu. 

A native paper tells us that Messra. Ichioka Heibei, and 
Shiba Yeijiro, both Tokio men, have for some time past de- 
voted their attention to a new invention for making a substitute 
for raw cotton from the mulberry tree. Their efforts have at last 
been crowned with success, and permission has been granted for 
them to commence operations on a large acale. The isjworkshops 
will therefore be opened without delay. 

A Competitive Exhibition of rice and beans wencpeasd in the: 
prefecture of Miyagi, on the 15th instant. : 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes as follows :—“ As the trade in 
Viadivostock is getting more and more prosperous, Messrs. 
Sumitomo and Sugiura, and other wealthy merchants in Osaka,. 
intend opening branch offices in that port in order to afford. 
advantages to Japanese commerce. However, they intend - 
first going to inspect the place.” 

The Bukka Shimpo says that owing to scarcity of stooks the 
coal trade is very dull at present. A vessel is expected to ar- 
rive shortly from Kobe with 3,000 or 4,000 tons on board. | 

There is not much change in the current price of imported 
sugar, but if anything it is falling alightly owing to the 
decline in the value of Mexicans. 6 

A native journal informs us that the bad fishing season 
which was experienced on the coast of Isumi-gori, in the 
province of Kasusa, Chiba prefecture, during the past year, 
has been succeeded by oue which promises to be very abundant. — 
In the above-named district there are a hundred and twenty 
families who obtain a livelihood by fishing. Since the ex- 
piration of the new year's festivities fishing has only been 
recommenced for eight days, bat in this short space of time no 
less than eighty-four thousand piculs of fish were landed. 
This amount, when dried, would be worth over a hundred and 
twenty thousand yen. 

It is said that a Competitive Exhibition of Lacquer and 
Porcelain Wares will be held in Kioto in the middle of March 
next. 

. MISCELLANEOUS. ‘ 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes as follows :—“We have 
mentioned before that the idea of constructing a railway be- 
tween Tokio and the prefectare of Gumba was most excellent, 
and likely to prove successful. An examination into the 
transport fees between Tokio and Maibashi for the past, 
year shews a total of no less than 1,500,000 yen. It is 
calculated, besides this, that the actual expenses of travel- 
lers during the same period would have been at least 2,500,000 
yon. When the railway is constructed, as it will be sooner or 
later, all the produce of Shinshiu and Echigo will come by it 
to the capital, and the line will consequently reap great profits.” 

The Yamanashi Nichi Nichi Shinbun was suspended:by order 
of the Home Department on the night.of the 17th instant. 

A new religious periodical, under the name of Shinkei Zasshi, 
has made its appearance. The office is in the second ward of 
Owari-cho, Tokio. 

A native paper says that a echool for the stady of the 
Corean language has beeu established in the Japanese settle- 
ment in Fusan, for the benefit of the Japanese residents there, 
and two Corean professors have been engaged as instractors. 

The Shintomiza Theatre was re-opened on the 20th instant. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that the Toyama Spring Meet- 
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ing is announced, and the first day's racing will take place on 
the 15th of April. 

A vernacular journal writes :—There are many ships built 
on the Ecropeau style which, nevertheless, are not sufficiently 
well constructed to justify the Insurance Company in issuing 

lities on them. However, the ships built by the well-known 

{r. Shiramine are all strong, and the Z'swkumo Afaru, now 
runing between Corea and Osaka, and the Nobuoka Maru, now 
in the some possession of shizoku of Nobuoka, both built by 
him, have been insured by the Marine Insurauce Company, after 
undergoing a most rigorous inspection. Another ship of the 
arg asthe Tsukumo Mara, which is now in course of 
being erected at Mr. Shiramine’s dock, will be insured by the 
same Company. 

The same paper writes as follows :—“ It is n matter of great 
congratulation that ship-building in Japan is gradually being 
broaght to a prosperous condition. Messrs. Thomson & Co., 
who are the proprietors of a ship-buildin;; dock at Toyokawa- 
cho, Hakodate, have received orders for the construction of 
nine shine, and they have been already commenced. Another 
ship-building company at Niigata has received orders for three 
weasels 99 . 


Mr. Maragawara Bungo, a wealthy farmer at Joto-gori in 


the ince of Yenshiu, in the prefecture of Shizaoka, has 
purchased three steamers, with which be intends opening a line 
etween Tokio and Sagara for passenger traffic. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that there are now 65,200 phy- 
sicians jn Japan, of whom only 504 have Government licenses. 

We notice in the same paper that a very large supply of gas 
fittings has lately been imported frum England for Tokio. 

The Rice Guilds at Kakigaracho aud Kabutocho, Tokio, in- 
tend to effect a combination, for which purpose a committee, 
compcising five members from each guild, has been elected. 

A vernacular paper asserts that Osaka exports are daily 
increasing, and as they are all brought duwn to Kobe, special 
trains are required to run between the two places more 
than four times a day, and an extra line of railway is therefore 
te be constructed. The bridges under the railway being all 
wooden, they are first of all to be replaced by iron structures, 
and then the construction of the extra line will be commenced. 

According to one of the native journals a party of experienced 

ineers is to be despatched to tnke accurate soundings of 








Biwa, in the province of Oomi. 
A ent to the above mentioned paper writes from 
— — : A steamer named the Toyohashi Ifaru, be- 


louging to Mr. Shimazu Tadayoehi, ex-Daimio of Satsuma, has 
been recently chartered by the Post Office authorities and she 
commenced to run between Osaka, Kobe, and Kagoshima on 
the Qnd instant, carrying the mails. Again, owing to the 
of accidents to small steamers runuing between 
Shikoku, and Kiushiu, entailing sometimes loses 
of life, the authorities have taken the matter in hand and, with 
the view of remedying this bad state of uffairs the Post Office 
officials lately despa Mr. Kosugi, of the Ship Inspection 
Office, to Osaka, where he summoned a meeting of the various 
Officials connected with the question from the neighboring 
cities and prefectures. Measures for the control of such 
accidents were discussed, but nothing definite was determined 
on.” 

A native paper states that a great meeting of Shinto Priests 
is to be held at the office of this sect, at Hibiya, in the beginning 
of February. 

We have been informed that an Osska paper, the Asaki 
Shinbun, bas been suspended for an offence against the Press 
Lawes. | 

We learn from a vernacular paper that a report on the com- 
parison between the population aud the tracts of land under 
cultivation in the whole Empire, compiled by the Sratistical 
Bareau of the Home Department, will be exhibited at the 

forthcoming Second National Exhibition. 





IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Toker axp YokoHawa SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ling Suud 
— ier 1 ek ending Suuday, 


Passengers, parcels, Ke. ....¢....0..0.000. Yen 8,492.15 
Morchandise, &c. .............cceccecscesees » 1,089.41 
DORM odccagcee Yen 9,581.56 

Miles open 18. 

ons a week last year. 

Passengers, parcels, Xc................... Yen 8,118.55 
Merchandise, &C..............ccccccosecceee * 876.41 
Total· ...... Yen 8,994.96 

Miles open 18. 
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Kone Axp Oorzu Secrion. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 
23rd January, 1881. 


Passengers, parcels, Kc. ..................... Yen 12,360.24 
Merchandise, &C. ............................. » 2,948.86 
T Yen 15,309.10 


Miles open 38. 
Corresponding week last year. 





Passengers, parcels, Kc. ................... Yen 9,967.60 
Morchanidise, &C.........cccecccsccecscececcosces » 1,786.12 
TORR) Scie — — — Yen 11,753.72 


Mites opon 55. 








TELEGRAMS. 

Teheran, 18th Decembor.—Rassinn troops have Leen sent 
to assist the Persians ugninst the Kurds, 

Kandahar, 16th Decomber.—The Wali left yesterday 
under a salute of 19 guns. There was no demonstration at 
Southal, A disturbance arcse nt Jamtara, and the officers’ 
bungalow was burnt. Four persons were arrested. The 
Times of India has au alarming paragiaph about Ayub 
Khan’s intentions, 

Allahabad, 18th December.—Since yesterday a marked 
improvement has takeu place in the Viceroy’s health. 

Allahabad, 20th December.—The bulletin issued last 
evening states that there is eome return of the febrile symp- 
toms. His Excellency was restless during the night. This 
moraing he was considered to be progressing satisfactorily, 
and Dr. Payne returned to Calcutta. The Indian Herald 
has been called upon to contradict the statement made on 
Saturday that the Viceroy was suffering from euteric fever. 

Badulla, Ceylon, 22nd December.—A fearful oold-b'ood- 
ed murder was committed at Madulsima on Munday night. 
Mr. William Bennison was shot dead through the heart 
witha gan by his own appu, who is in custody. The 
Justice of the Peace inquiry is proceeding. Mr. Trevenna, 
Iuspector of Police, started for the melancholy scene late 
last night. 

London, 80th December.—The Boers have 


captured 
several towns in the Transvaal. 


ARRIVAL OF THE FRENCH MAIL. 
TELEGRAMS. 

London, 21st December.—In the opening speech of the 
Attorney-General in the trinl of the Land Leaguers at 
Dablin, he based the charges chiefly on seditious speeches 
made. His speoch has taken four days in delivery. 

Bombay, 2lst December.—A _ special telegram from 
London to the Zimes of India says, that Sir F. Haines 
has resigned. 

Frank Backland is dead. 

New York, 220d December.—The panic at Chicago is 
subsiding, fiuancial relief having been forthcoming. 

- London, 23rd December.—This afternoon a telegram from 

Durban, of to-day’s date states that it is reported that the 
Boers have defeated a force of the British troops at Med- 
dleburg [? Heidleburg] and the British lost two hundred in 
killed, and fifty prisoners. 

Obituary —George Eliot, the authoress. 

All the Powers have accepted the proposal made by 
Eugland for arbitration and final settloment of the Greek 
frontier question. 

The Unider-Secrotary of the Home Department has 
resigned in consequence of ill-health. 

Teheran, 23rd Decenber.— ‘The Persian Government bas 
invoked the mediation of France and Austria in connection 
with the Kurdish insurrection, and has urged the Porte to 
lutern Sheik Obeidullah and surrender the Persinn Kurdish 
in Turkish territory and prevent further incursion. 

London, 27th.—Latest advices from Cape ‘Town state 
that an attack by the Boers on Potchefstroom was re- 
pulsed by the Colonial forces. 

The Boers have issued a proclamation stating that they 
deprecate war, but are determined to nssert their inde petd- 
ence. 

Earl Carnarvon has written a letter to Mr. Bright, con- 
demning the speech he made on the 16th November Inst 
on Trish affairs, as unbecoming a Cabinet Minister, and 
deploring his attack ou the lundlords and preference for 
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theoretical reforms over restoration of law and order in 
Treland. 

Sir Richard Temple has published a book entitled “ India 
in 1880,” in which he favours the retontion of Kandahar 
and expresses an opinion that had Russia adhered to the 
arrangemeut entered into with Great Britain when Lord 
Clarendon was Foreign Minister the Afghan war would 
never have arisen. Sir Richard recommends that we should 
remind Russia of her engagements. 

Loudon, 25 December.—An official despatch has been 
received from Natal, stating that the head-quarters of the 
94th Regiment, whilst, marching on Pretoria, were over- 
whelmed by a force of Boers, who inflicted a loss on oar 
men of 110 killed and wounded, and took the rest of the 
regiment prisoners. The regimental colours were saved. 

Lieutenant H. A. C. Harrison was killed, and Major 
Philip Robert Anstruther, Captain Stanford Nairne, and 
Lieutenant James MacSwiney, severely wounded. 

Sir George Colley has expressed an earnest desire for 
cavalry reinforcements. 

Rome, 25th December.—The Osservatore Romano 
publishes an official commanication from the Pope in which 
His Holiness regrets the deplorable condition of Ireland, 
and prays that the British Government may speedily 
repress the disturbances ; it also counsels the clergy and 
le to separate themselves from the revolutionary 
eaders. : 


Munich, 25th December.—Artificial indigo eqnal to In- 


dian has been discovered (made) here by a scientific man. 


Geneva, 26th December.—The President-elect of the 
Swiss Confederation has committed suicide at Hopfaldar, 


Berne. 


London, 27th December. Later accounts respecting the 


disaster to the 94th state that the regiment was fired upon 
by Boers whilst re«cuing some swamped waggons. 


In an attack by Boers on Potchefstroom, the residences 
of four Englishmen were shelled aud 100 inhabitauts of 


the town were killed. 


A party of nnarmed Boers in the town mardered Captain 


rr of the 3lst Regiment (Lieutenant Lambart of the 
Ist). 


Obituary— Alderman Mechi. 

‘Athens, 27th December.—The Greek Government insists 
on the rectification of frontier as decided upon at the Berliu 
Conference. 

Constantinople, 27th December.—The Porte intends pro- 
posing a conference for the settlement of the Greek froutier 
question instead of the proposed arbitration. 

London, 28th December.—The disaster to the 94th 
Regiment turns out to have been greatly exaggerated. 


The killed aud wounded only amounted to thirty; the re- 


mainder of the regiment were disarmed by the Boers aud 
released. A Battery of Artillery is under orders to proceed 
to the Cape. 


Mr, Parnell has been elected Chairman of the Home 


Ralers. 
London, 29th December.—The trial of the Land Leaguers 


commenced yesterday anda jury was empauolled. Chief 


Justice May will withdraw from the trial. 

The Boers have seized the town of Utrecht. 

Captain Lawrence Fulls, of the 2let Regiment, was 
killed. The death of Lieutenant Lambart of the 2lst, is 
denied ; he is alive, but a prisoner in the hauds of the 
Boers. Second Lieutenant Hume, of the 94th, has been 
wounded. ; 

Lord Hartington, iu reply toa deputation from Lancashire, 
urging the abolition of the Indian import duties on cotton 
' manufacturers, said he would do his utmost to redress the 
grievance respecting the confiscation of goods which are 
believed to be entitled to free duty, and is prepared, when 
the finances of Indin permit it, 10 extend the free trade 
policy of his predecessors. 

Toulon, 29th December.—The French ironclad Richelieu, 
carrying eight 18-ton and two ll-ten guns and having a 
tonnage of 8,064 tons, has been destroyed here by fire. 

St. Petersburg, 29th December.—A flying columa under 
General Kuropotkule has arrived nenr Geok Tepé iu order 
to opernte with General Skobeloff. 

Teheran, 29th December.—‘The Kurdish Chief Hamzah 


Go gle 
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The 6th Dragoons have been ordered to proceed to Natal. 
— company of the Royal Engineers is going to Ire- 
d. 
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Agha, who was reported to have been captured some time 
ago uenr Uramiab, has returned to Persia with a force and 


re-occupied Herdhusht. 
Loudon, 30th Decomber.—The latest news from Natal 
states that the Boers have captured the Court-house at Pot- 


chefstroom, the garrison of which surreudered. They are 


now beseiging the Fort there. The town of Derby has 


also been captured by the Boers. 


London, 30th December.—A conference of the represen- 
tatives of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire 
will be held in London iu February. The subjects for dis- 
cussion will be free trade and the best means to secure uni- 
formity of customs duties. England will be represented by 
48 delegates, Canada by ten, India by niue, and other 
Colonies by two to four each. 

St. Petersburg, 31st December.—The semi-official Agence 
Russe announces that negotiations have been couclauced 
between Russia and China at Petersbarg, and are now only 
waiting the decision of the Chinese Government. 

Advioes received here from the seat of war in Central 
Asia, state that severe fighting took place near Geok Tepe 
between the Tekke Turkomans and the Russians, after 
— the latter withdrew. The losses on both side were 

eavy. 
Athens, 8 Iet December.—A statue of the goddess Miuer- 
va, by the ancient sculptor Phidias, has been discorcred here. 

Constantinople, 31st December.—The Porte will coucen- 
trate 100,000 troops of all arms, ou the Greek frontier. 

London, Ist January.—The latest advices from Ireland 
state that in consequence of the authorities having pro- 
hibited the holding of laud meetings on Sunday, to-morrow, 
the meetings which have been called throughuut the coun- 
try, will take place to-day. 

The British revenue returns for the December quarter, 
amount to £19,500,000 showiug an increase of £920,000 
as compared with last year. 

Consols 99. 

London, 2ud January.—The latest advices from the Cape 
state that the Buers have abandoned Utrecht. 

The garrisons of Slanderteu and Wakkerstroom are stron 
ly entrenched and well supplied. British troops are ad- 
vancing to the frout. 

The Times, in a leading article, announces that the Land 
Bill now under consideration of the Cubinet will be supple- 
mentary to an remeily defects of the Laud Act of 1870: no 
uew principles will be contained in it. 

A Royal ordinance has heen published prolonging the 
terms of granting Brevet promotions by succession on occa- 
sion of a vacancy, of General Officers in the Iudian army, 
until Octuber. 

Colombo, 2nd January.—At an early hour this morning 
a telegram was received by Colonel Duncan ordering him 
to hold four companies of his regiment with the Head- 
quarters, in readiness to embark for active service at the 
Cape, on the transport Euphrates expected here about the 
12th inst. The Band and the women and children will 
remain here peudiog further orders. 

Arrangements are in progress for the embarcation of 
the troops ; the Companies having the good fortune to be 
selected for service ate Captain Palmer's, Taylor's, 
Lysaght's and Hicks’. The furce is ordered to be made 
up to 300 men, and it is supposed that of the two com- 
panies to be left here, one will be stationed at Colombo and 


one at Kandy. 
INDIAN NEWS. 

Calcutta, 20th December.—The following telegram from 
Allahabad was received in Calcutta to-day (Monday) at 
1.30 p.m.—Last evening there was some return of the 
febrile symptoms and the Viceroy was restless during the 
uight. ‘This morning however the condition of His Excel- 
loncy is considered satisfactory. Dr. Payne has left for 
Calcatta. 

Sir Donald Stewart has been appointed Commander-in- 
Chief of Iudia. — 

Caleutta, 21st December.—The following telegram from 
Allahabad was received in Calcutta at 2 p.m. to-lay 
(Tuesday) —The Viceroy slept well lnst night and the 
fubrile symtons referred to in yesterday's bulletin have dis- 
appeared and His Excellency is stronger this morning. 

London, 26th December.—It is ramoared in military 
circles here that Bengal will probably send five thousaud 
troops to the seat of war at the Cape. 
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The Viceroy probably leaves Allahabad on the 3rd 
Jauuary, for Calcutta. : 





— 
—— 


THE JAPANESE PRESS. 





_ RAILWAY EXTENSION. 


(Translated from the Kinjt Hioron). 


Pe a question of political economy it is a matter of great 
importance to facilitate the means of transport, an 
we, who desire the welfare of ourcountry, are to-day ina 
position to effect this. Until the means of transport are im- 
proved, it is useless toincreaseour products, and until these are 
developed, the prosperity of the country cannot be increased. 
As the presont is a time when such a consummation is most 
earnestly to be desired, it is proper that public writers should 
discuss the question, and that the authorities should direct 

their attention to it. 

There are two kind of transport, one by land, the other 
by sea, and as regards the former nothing can be more 
expeditious than railways. Of late years our sea trans- 

rt has been greatly improved. We have the Mitsn 

ishi, the Sailing ship and other Companies, all em- 
ployed in this occupation, and increasing their profits 
year by year. Means of transport by land however, 
are decidedly meagre, nor can their progress be com- 
pared with that of sea transport. Railways, which: are 
universally acknowledged to be the best kind of transport, 
are laid down only between Tokio aud Yukobama, aud 
Kobe and Kivto, which is far from being sufficient either 
for carriage of cargo or the convenience of the public. 
The Northern provinces ave those in which the necessity of 
improving the present means of transport is most argent. 
We have been informed that when the various local 
Governors came to Tokio, in accordance with orders from 
the Government, those of the Northern provinces held a 
conference, at which many of the leading men of their 
districts attended, at the residence of Mr. Nakamura Koki, 
Senator, aud the subject of discussiun was the constraction 
of a railway in that portion of the Empire. Although we 
have not beenable to learn any actual details, we congratulate 
them most heartily on their resolution. Some years ago 
whew Mr. Hachisuka, a nobleman, was studying in London, 
he wrote to several friends of his own order, commenting 
or the immense importance of rnilways, and the necessity of 
constructing then in Japan, and urging that they should 
bestow their greatest care and attention to furthering this. 
His good advice was followed and the noblemen befvre- 
mentioned bad an interview with Mr. Shibusawa, President 
of the First National Bank, on the subject of constructing 
a railway from Tokiv to Awamori. This geutleman, how- 
ever, cousidering the expense entailed would assuredly be 
too grest, threw cold water on the scheme, aud it died a 
natural death. 

At the present time no one opposes the construction of 
railways, and as s the general acknowledgment of 
their usefulness, we need only instance the traffic on the Tokio- 
Yokohama line. The only question now-a-days is that of 
capital, and whence itshall be derived. Whether itis the 
better plan to leave the task of construction entirely in 
Goverament bands or to entrust it to a private company ? 

This is s point on which great diversity of opinion 
exists, and of which, even in Europe and America, no satis- 
factory solution has been arrived at. If Government under- 
takes the work it will be done soou and well, but against 
this we have the chance of unnecessary expenses being in- 
curred. On the other hand a private company will practise 
economy, Lut delays may occur, so that eithor plan hns its 
udvaniages aud disadvantages. For our own purt we are 
in favour of private euterprise, for rensons of economy, 
even though delay take place. The Government have 
provided us with a model, in the lines already conatructed, 
the utility of which is so patent toallofus. If therefore 
there is any need to extend railways to our Northern pro- 
vinces, let us undertake the construction ourselves and nut 
wait for Government to do it. Why do uot our leading 
men andl responsible citizens bestir themselves about the 
matier? Cannot they see that by allowing Goverument to 


CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL WORLD. 


(Translated from the Sei Dan.) 


G6 ea flight of time exceeds that of the swiftestarrow.” 

Looking back to the past, we find that from the first 
year of the Restoration, until the end of 1880, is but thirteen 
short years. A little over four thousand seven hundred 
days alone have elapsed, but when we attempt to reckon up 
the changes that have occurred in the political world, dur- 
ing this short space of time, we find them so numerous as to 
render the attempt useless. Let us however note some of the 
more important events. Junior Prime Minister Iwakura 
was sent to Europe and America as Japanese Ambassador 
in order to ascertain the manners and customs of the people, 
and to enquire into the various forms of Government 
prevailing in the two continents. Messrs. Goto, Itagaki, 
nnd Soyeshima, with many others, addressed a memorial to 
the throne suggesting the establishmen‘ of a Representative 
Assembly, Marshal Saigo and Mr. Yeto strongly urged 
a Japanese invasion of Corea. The Prees Laws were 
issued. Rebellion broke out in Hagi, Kumamoto, and 
Kagoshima. His Excellency Okubo, Home Minister, fell a 
victim to assassins, aud Local Assemblies were opened in 
all the cities and prefectures. 

These are the more important changes to record, and there 
can be no doubt that the feeling of the nation has been 
greatly encouraged by the progress that they show. The 
more the changes occur, the more are the people interest- 
ed, and even when innovations look at first sight 
dangerous, who can foretell whether they may not after all 
he advantageous? It is on this account that we gladly 
welcome any farther change iu the political world. 

All the events recorded above, however, extended over & 
number of years, not one of which included so numerous 
changes as did last year. In that period, all the private 
men of position iu the different provinces, strongly and 
simultaneously urged the necessity of a National Assembly, 
and obtained countless nambers in support of their request. 
Representatives presented memorials on tho subject, some 
to the Council of State, others to the Senate, and we 
cannot tell how often they repeated this. Last year 
too, the first disagreements between the Local Assem- 
blies and the Executive in differents cities aud prefectures 
occurred, an incident which strongly affected the public 
mind. Moreover, Regulations for the control of Public 
Meetings, and for the receipt of memorials, were issued, all 
of which had their share in influencing public feeling, 90 
that we consider ourselves right iu saying that changes of 
great importance occarred iu the political world last year, 
and that it is a matter of congratulstion, because when 2 
country is atastand-still, the spirit of its people is dying 
away gradually aud when this is the case, their progress 
cannot be effected. Such lamentable affairs, however, 
as the rebellion, and the assassination of Mr. Okubo, are 
injurious not only tothe general welfare of the country, 
but also to the Government itself, and we sincerely trust we 
have heard the last of similar occurrences. 

We desire as many changes iu the political world as pos- 
sible, always provided they do not iujure the public peace: 
the oftener they occur, the more people will be encouraged 
to give up their lethargic state and study the pursuit of 
progress and advancement of intellect. It is for this that 
we hope to find the changes made iu the forthcoming year 
even more numerous than those in the year that is just 
past. 
oO 

LAW REPORTS. 


ee —— — — ,7 


IN H. B. M’S COURT FOR JAPAN. 
Before M. Donan, Exq., Acting Assistant Judge. 
Tuesday, 25th January, 1881. 


Allen Kennedy was charged with having, on the night of 
the 22ud instant, fired ten shots into a dwelling house, No. 
133, Swamp, with intent to ivjure William Hasskerl. 

Defendant pleaded not guilry. 

William Hasskerl, sworn, stated :—I am a German sulject 
and keep a bar-room. Ou the morning of the 23rd instant 
defendaut came to the house between two and three o'clock 


ivitiato different works of this nature, they are tightening | aud Bred five shots into the door and windows, exclaiming 


its grip over the people more and more every day ? 


Google 


to me after every shot, to show wy head and he would 
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blow my brains out. I went to the police station and Jeft 
Mr. Nelsen in charge of the honse ; defendant had gone 
away then. I returned with Mr. White of the Consulate, 
the policeman, aud some others, and was told that defeudant 
had fired another five shots into the house. 


By defendant :—I went to the police station between two 


and three o'clock. 

To the Court :—lI live at No. 183, in the settlement. It 
is a two-storied house, but very thin so that the slots 
came right through. The bar faces the front door, aud 
anyone standiug behind the bar must certainly have been 
killed. The bullets went throngh the door aud windows 
and through the opposite wall. ‘The marks are there still 
There are three bullets holes throngh the door. The bar 
is small and has only room for three men to stand side by 
side. There were fivo shots fired through the window. I 
have left the panes there just as they are until this case is 
over. The balls are in the beams of the house. There was 
a light in the upper room and he fired up there. I saw de- 
fondant fire, myself, I was upstairs then. 

By defendant :—You were in the street and it was light 
enough to see you. I looked out of the window. You were 
asked, by Mr. Howarth, at whom you were firing and you 
answered you were looking for my brains. 

Jalius Nelsen, sworn, stated -—I am a Dane, unemploy- 
ed at present. JI am boarding at Mr. Hasskerl’s. On the 
night in question, I wevt home with the defendant about 
midnight. He showed me a revolver and told me that he 
was going to try and shoot complainant. I thought he was 
only joking. Then I returned to Mr. Hassker!’s and went 
upstairs. Complainant, Mr. Howarth and myself were all 
sitting there, when defendant suddenly commenced fir- 
ing into the house. He fired five shots. Then complainant 
and Mr. Howarth went-throngh the back entrance away to 
the police station. I was left in charge «f the house. A 
short time after the defendant returued and fired another five 
shots. He aimed at the window, and called out, under -the 
impression that Mr. Hasskerl was in the house, for him to 
show his head at the window and he wonld make a dead 
mark. After the last shot I looked out of the window and 
saw defendant going away. 

By defendant :—I did not leave you in bed ; you had not 
even your hat off. It was between twelve and oue that 
I went home with you. 


To the Court :—I know it was the defendant who fired 
the shots, because I heard his voice on the first occasion, 
and saw him on the second. I saw him fire the second 
five shots. It was a muonlight morning, and I could see 
him standing in the street. There are now two bullets to 
be seen in the house. One lodged in a beam, the other 
in the bar. There are shot marks in the front door. I 
have examined the door, and speak positively. I did not 
leave the house all the time the affair occurred. The light 
was in the bathroom. I can’t say if defendant could have 
seen it. 

Thomas Howarth, sworn, stated :—I am a British sub- 
ject, an engineer by occupation. On Suuday morning, I 
wasat Mr. Husskerl’s, and weut upstairs to have supper. 
It was alout one o'clock in the morning. Defendant had 
then just left the house. We had been sitting at supper 
perhaps half or three-quarters of an hour when a slit 
came through the window. I ran to the frout room and 
looking out saw defendant. I called out “Are you mad 
Kennedy, or what are you doing, shooting into the house?” 
—He exclaimed “Put out your head, Billy Hasskerl, and 
T'll blow your——brains out, youn——son of a——!” He was 
then firing through the front door. We had just seut a 
small servant girl down for some claret, with a lamp, and 
doubtless seeing the light, he aimed in there. As it was, 
he just missed tho girl. I saw him fire the shot myself, 
as IT wos speaking to him. He fired five shots and I said 
fo complainant “ You'd better goto the police station and 
have him arrested.” Complainant and I then went there. 
We got a constable and went to the defendant's house. It 
must have been getting on to four o'clock then. We 
debated whether it would be safe to go in, as he might still 
Wse the revolver. He snid that he could not be seen, but n 
woman opened the door and the constable went in and apoke 
fo him and secured the revolver. 

Yo the Court :—I don’t know of any quarrel between 
the two parties, I heard there had becn somethiug: that 


Google 


night, but saw nothing of it myself. I counted, in the 
house, eight shots iu all. 

Jerry Mausbridge sworn, stated :—Iam a British subject, 
and aconstable. At about three o'clock on Sunday morning, 
complainant came to the station and reported that a man 
named Kennedy had been firing into his house. I beard the 
circumstances and explained that I could not arrest Kennedy 
as I had seen nothing of the affuir, and would require a 
warrant. Hasskerl said his life was in danger, and I said 
I would go down to his house, which I did. I saw various 
marks in the door and windows which looked to me like 
bullet marks. Tho defendant was nowhere in thestreet. I 
went to his house afterwards and saw bim in bed. 

Plaintiff recalled :—Therehad been a slight quarrel be- 
tween us because le had lost his pipe, and eaid some of the 
customers had stolen it. He afterwards fouud it himself. I 
told him I would rather he left the house, and he took up a 
heavy cribbage board and tried to hit me over the bead. I 
boarded the man before for some time, as he hadu’t a cent, but 
he was so troublesome, always grumbliug, that I asked him 
to leave. After our quarrel, defendaut came and made it 
up, and we played whist together. Iam obliged to close 
early, asa German subject, and never have any but my 
intimate friends after twelve o'clock. Defendant was not 
drauk ; he bad bad very little all day. My girl recalled 
Mr. Howarth, as defendant remained iv the house, and she 
was afraid he might do some mischief, as she knows he is a 
dangerous man. Wheu Mr. Howarth returned he and I 
weut upstairs, aud Mr. Neleou went home with defendant. 

Defendant reserved his defence ; and stood committed for 








AN EXPENSIVE HOAX. 


The following account of a hoax played upon me many 
may teach a lesson to people whothink practical joking capi 
make them think twice before the ———— 
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government had been compelled to come 
had gran 


Western powers, and 
of several northern td Sanat adirah, herons 
ow, 
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high pitch. 

hai, the old treaty port at the month of the Yangtze, was 
of course the most interested in this new state of things, as it was 
———— and ev mind was 
filled with the prospects of the large gains $e — — 
which unf proved rather fallacious in most cases after- 
ward. There was, however, one serious drawback to the naviga- 
tion of the river—ite many shifting channels and rapid tides made 


their disposal 
and the rates of freight rose to such an enormous height that a few 
up and down tripe paid the cost of any -sized steamer, 

In anticipation of coming events, I been lucky enough, in 
conjunction with a friendly Chinese firm, to eecure the purchase of 
a small American-built river steamer in Hongkong, which was to 


. The number available was, however, very small, 


crossing the 
time, it was determined to make her ran up north as close as pos- 
sible along the coast. All matters connected with the Yangtze 
navigation were kept very dark at the time wbut this had not 

vented something about the purchase and the of the 
ittle steamer being whispered about—a fact of w I was to 


One evening, — was close Dh ate miduight—I_ was bnzily 
engaged in my office in Shanghai preparing for the outgoin 
mail, when the office boy rushed into the te with a — 
delivered. This vas a more than unusual proceediug —nuo foreign 
mails had arrived, and business communications are not fencrally 
made at midnight. I turned the letter rather suspiciously round, 
for its look was by no means inviting, it being very dirty and well 
tham Inquiring who had delivered it, 1 was told that a Coolie, 
apparently in a great hurry, had handed the same to the gate- 
hozse-keeper a few minutes previously—that the man had stated 
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but rather a queer thought struck me suddenly when returning— 
do you know the name of the chief officer of the Phaniz?” 

I told him I did not. 

“‘ And hag it never come across your mind—now just keep quiet— 


he did not know from whom the letter came, and that no answer 
Was required. There was nothing left but to sec what the ominous 
missive contained ; and I was not a little shocked upon reading the 


following : 
Steamer Phaniz 12th March 186— | that eome one, may be without considering the consequences, may 


Dear Sir—I t to have to inform you that we have ran upon | bave written that letter for a hoax!” 
the North Bank during the last gale, and find ourselves in great | ‘It would be too abominable, Captain F——,” I replied : “nor 
danger. We may possibly succeed in getting off, if it ceases to | 0 I belicve any one would dare to do such a thing. 
blow hard. Captain S——is sick in bed, and he bas asked meto| ‘Well, we'll soon see about that. But for your sake and Captain 
write to you for assistance. Your obedient servant, S——’s, I could almost wish that to be the case. Not but that it 
John S——. (Chief officer.) | would give me all the pleasure in the world to horsewhip the 


Rather pretty news that. The whole of the letter including the | Writex round the settlement. You at all events have done your 
writer's A sort fg whose name, moreover, was unknown to a rag duty ; the rest we must leave to the future. 
very illegibly written in pencil on a piece of paper, evidently torn| I left the honest captain with rather conflicting feelings. Hither 
from some memorandum book, bearing the marks of hurry and ex- | to I had never dreamed of giving way to any such suspicion, as he 
citement. The dirty look of the outside cover was now somewhat | had done ; but the more I thought of all the circumstances con- 
ed—the steamer had probably hailed one of the Chinese | nected with the delivery of the mysterious letter, the more I felt 
janks passing by ; and the letter had been forwarded by a Woosung | inclined to admit there might be something in the view he took of 
runser—the only canoes —— being, that this man should | the affair. ' 
not even have wsited for paymen The first thing I did on reaching home was to try and decipher 
We had had very heavy northeasterly gales for two days past, and | the very illegibly written signature of the name, —— as * I 
the steamer was due as any moment. So far ev seemed | had paid but little attention. Now, with roused suspicions, I look- 
correct enough ; and Captain S_—, though known as one of the | eq at it in a different light, and I succeeded at last, with a deal of 
best men on the China coast, might as well have met with a mishap | tronble, in linking the single characters together. The result was 
asany other. I hardly waited for the morning to take the necess- | Sxogke—John Snooks. Now, although the chief officers name for all 
ary steps in the matter. It continued to blow very hard, and every |] knew to the contrary, really might have been Snooks—a very low 
moment's delay might render the vessel's po-ition more precarious ; | one, it must be admitted—still this discovery could not but fail to 
eo I.was on my way before break of day to consul’ one of our best | increase any suspicions as to the — of the letter iteclf. 
ots, an American, whom I knew. The man had only returned |« It might be Beelzebub, but it ” was the short and smart 
uring the night, I was told, and was still in bel; but I made him | repartee of a friend of mine, who, when travelling in the United 
get up at once, showed the letter to him, and asked his advice. a Yankee with the inevitable. “What 
“That looks very bad,” he said, after perusing the letter, shrog- | might your name be stranger?” It might be Snooks, but I could 
ging his shoulders. With the wind blowing as it does, the|not help being convin that the officer’s real name was sot 
Snooks, after all. However, I was not to remain very long in 
suspense on this point, and was still ruminating on this matter, 
when Mr. A——, an old friend of mine, came into my room. We 
had known each other from the first day of his arrival, and had al- 
ways been on the best of terms together. He commenced talking 
on several indifferent subjecte—both of us avoiding allusion to 
the steamer ; but I could not fail in obeerving that A—, who in general 
was very quiet and collected, appeared unusually uncomfortable and 
absent. —— in his seat just like a man who 
has — — d, and who wishes to unbosom himself, 
but not know how to eet about it. At last he seemed to have 
come to some resolve, for suddenly he jumped up from his chair and 
paced the room several times. 


















































steamer may easily have been driven over the bank. The only 
chance that is that she may have got into deep water be- 
tweeu the North and south Banks. Buatif she has gone on the 
latter, I wouldn't give a cent for the hull and all that’s in her! If 
we had another steamer handy ” [the only available tug was just 
out of aye should ask you to send her down without a 
moment's y. As it is, I'll go down there at once, and 
see what's to be done. My boat is ready , a few good men will soon 
be picked up, 20 I dhall be off in half-an-hour’s time. Meanwhile, 
— —— with all my heart for his readiness, I 
e brave fellow my heart for i 
get ready ; and after seeing him go down the river 
under full sail before the appointed time, I returned home, some- 


what calmer. ‘i 
Thirty-six hours of anxious waiting had gone by, when on the ‘So the Dragon has come back, and brought no further news !” 
office. — ——— y Se piles, entered: my ry tal Wiad (ins ab etnctly Us blake GP ihe ina: 
“ Bad ne sir,” Mr. C-——commenced: “I could find no trace|. “Now: look here, H-——,” he resumed. “It’s about time this 


business were put a stop to; and on that acoount I am here now. 
But, for mercy’s sake, my dear fellow, be calm.” (I had started to 
my feet.) “At all events, listen quietly first to what I have to tell 
you; afterwards you are quite free to decide what course to take.” 
And then the whole of the edifying story came out. 
Some evenings ago—according to A——’s account, he himself 
having been from home—his younger brother had had a few friends 


of which had likely partaken a little more than was for 
them, and while debating how to spend the rest of the e g, one 
of the gueste, a Mr L——. had of a sudden proposed to indite the 
letter about the Phenia, which he declared would be a a “splendid 
joke.” Neither L—— nor any of the others really meant any harm, 
for I was on good terms with all of them ; but having n ng bet- 
ter on hand, the proposal was at once acce as “capital fun;” and 
the company joined together to concoct the epistle which had been 
sent to me—with what result I have told. 


Next day neither of them appeared to have thought any more 
abont the affair; when, to their utmost consternation, on the return 
of the pilot boat, they were roused by the report, rapidly spread 
about, of the loes of the Phenix, and of the steps taken to save 
her. None had expected such serious consequences. 

But when the departure of the D . and lastly the vain 
search of the latter for the lost — — known, they got. 
very much frightened ; and it was decided that the chief — 
should disclose their miedeed to A —, begging him to interfere,. 
and, if possible, to get them out of the scrape by pleading their 
cause with me. 

“ Now that you know all about this stupid affair,” A——-continu-- 
ed, “it is of course for you to 3 how you mean to act. I hardly 
dare ask you to pardon them, though by generously doing so you 
will oblige me to the end of my life. If you decide otherwise, mY 
interference is at an end. Consider, however, that you have, to 
a certain extent, their future fate in your hands. L—— himself 
will not have the courage to show his face again, and the conse- 
quences will be most serious to him. As he did not venture to tell 

ou himeelf, I could not well refuse his earnest request to beg for 
and the others. In case you forgive them, L—— promises to 
come round after dark to tell you how deeply he repents his foolish 
act. I am sleo commissioned to inform you, as a matter of course, 
that the four engaged in this affair are ready to refund all the 
expenses inourred, which I consider buta just punishment for what 
they have done.” 
at wasItodo? Making the names of the actors public would 
certainly damage them seriously, but do little good to me now, On 
the other hand, angry and vexed as I was as the thought of the 
care and trouble I had undergone, it was a relief to find that the 


harbor, to go 
I will ios board with you at once ; 
ve you in the lurch in such 


we found Captain F —just on the point of going ashore. A few 
words sufficed to inform him of the state of things Although he 
himself and his crew had hardly had any rest for some days past, he 
did not-hesitate a moment. 

“We cannot leave Captain S ——without assistance, if help is 
etill of any earthly use to him. He wouldn’t think twice if he was 
in my place, and the sooner we are off the better. Luckily we have 
etill got steam, so we will start at once. But you must be prepared 
for along bill. You know our charge is fifty taels (seventeen 
) per hour as long as I am under-weigh, and I am not at 
berty to reduce the owner's charges.” 

Of course I told him that money was of no consideration where 
the lives of so many people were at stake, and I had the satisfaction 
to see the Dragon steam ont of the harbor within a quarter of an 
hour. The news of the presumed dangerous position of the Phaniz 
and of the steps taken to assist her, had meanwhile spread all over 
the foreign settlement, and I had to submit as best I could to the 
many inquiries and condolements about her probable fate from all 
sides. Captain S——was a well-known person in all the China 
porta, and every one waited anxiously for further news, while his 
gad end was universally deplored. 

In the afternoon of the day following, the Pheniz was reported 
in sight, and I was on board before she dropped anchor. Cap- 
tain F——, who@ooked flushed and wearied, evidently not 
taken a moment’s rest since he had started. He came up to me 
with a sad face. 

“We have not bem more fortunate in this attempt than Mr. 
C——-, the pilot.” he eaid. “There is no vestige of the Pheniz to 
be seen auywhierc: if she has really strack there, she must have 
gone to pieces Jong ago, aud not a soul of ber crew has been saved. 
J have done al) in my power, and left nothing undane. Wo bave 
searched every nook avd corner, and went as far as the South 
Bank: and the worst is, I nearly lost my own steamer, as she 
struck, and we had all the trouble in the world to get afloat again, |danger to the vessel, and the consequent loss to me, had no 
Lam rather surprised, thongh, that we havc seen no spars or tim- | foundation. After a short consideration I gave way to the earnest 


bers fivating about, And that makes me ask you, don’t be vexed, | pleading of friend A-——, and granted a free pardon upon the con- 
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ditions proposed by him—at which happy result A—— lett me, 
evidently much relieved. 

There is little more to add to my story. The actors and amateurs 
of hoaxing had received a lesson they were not likely to foryet as 
long as they lived, and which cured them radically of all further 
propensities in that line. I withstood all demands to make the 
names known, though I could not prevent the fact becoming public 
that I had been subjected to a hoax ; which caused Mr. C——, the 
pilot, to “salt” his bill rather severely for repairs to his craft, &c. ; 
which otherwise, as he told me, he should not have done. Suffice 
it to say that the small bill for the Dragun, the pilot, &c., amounted 
in a round sum to close upon five hundred pounds, which the hoax- 
ers had to pay with a grin, glad to get so cheaply out of the scrape. 

Thus endel this very foolish but — hoax, the moral of 
which I trust will be those who are fond of prac- 
tical joking. I may conclude my story by adding that the Phaniz 
— safe and sound only a few days later in the harbor.— Cham- 

rs Journal. 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, JANUARY 2isT, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongs, Tokio, Japan. 
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Weather! Rainy Clear , Fair |Cloudy| Clear | Clear | Clear 


REMARKS. 
Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
— o secseceesceseceeeeesFepresents velocity of wind. 
roentage of humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 43.4 miles per hour on Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
ave barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level o 

e Bea. 

A low barometer has prevailed during the week. The highest 
reading was 30°069 inches on Thursday at 10 a.n. and the lowest 
was 2{°378 inches on Monday at 2 p.m. The highest temperature 
for the week was 15.°7 on Friday and the lowest was 20.°5 on the 
tame day. The maximum and minimum for the correspondin 
week of last year were 49.°9 and 23.° respectively. The tota 
amount of rain for the week was. 323 inches against. ‘1 inch for the 
corresponding week of last year. 
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YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA, 
Dati. : -8.30, amd 9.45 act. 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 eon, 
LEAVE YOKOSUKA, 
DaiLy;—6.45 and 9.30 a.m., and 12.00; 1.30 and 4.00 p.m 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By N. MARACHE. 
(From the slmerican Chees Nauta.) 
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WHITE, 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 
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SOLUTION OF CHEss PRORLEM OF JAN. 22Nr, BY G. N. CHENEY. 


White. Black. 
1.—Q. to K. R. 5. 1.—K. takes B. 
2.—Q. to Q. sq. 2.—K. moves. 


3.—Q. to Q. 5, mate. 
Correct solutions to be announced next week. 


SHIPPING IN'TELLIGENCE. 


INWARDS. 
Jan. 23, British steamer /foihow, Bewley, 895, from Glasgow vid 
Porte, General, to —— & —— 
Jan. 25, Japanese steamer J'oyoshima Maru, Hubbard, 598, from 
Hakedate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. : 

Jan. 26, British Barque Bride, Sutherland, 300, from Takao, Sugar, 
to Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Jan. 27, Japanese steamer Genkai Maru, Conner, 1,917, from Shang- 
hai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Jan. 27, Russian iron-clad -Vinin, Captain Nazimoff, 16 guns, 300 
ELP., from — Lend of ihe Eats Bap 1908 

Jan. 27, British steamer Lor . from 
London, General, to Smith Baker & Co. 

Jan. 27, French barque Caroline, Voisin, from Hambarg. Ge- 
neral, to M. Raspe. 

Jan. 27, Japanese steamer Kumamoto Varu, Drummond, 1,240, from 
Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Jan. 28, French steamer Volga, Guirand, 1,502, from Hongkong, 








Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 


PASSENGERS, 


Per Japanese steamer Genkai Maru from Shanghai and 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrester, Messrs. J. R. Davis, W. Langley, A 
and 17 Japanese in cabin ; 3 Europeans, 238 Japanese and 2 Chi- 


in the —— 
Per French steamer Volga from Hougkong :—2 Chinese andl 1 
Japanese in cabin. 


a 
ow . 





OUTWARDS. 


Jan. 21, Japanese steamer Aitigata Mara, Walker, 1,603, for Hong- 
kong vid Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Jan. 23, French steamer Menzaleh, — 1,273, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 

Jan. 23, American steamer Cily Totio, Maury, 5,050, for San 
Francisco, Mails and General, despatched by P. M. Co. 

Jan. 23, British barque Clan AlacLeod, Wilson, 646, for Kobe, Ge- 
neral, despatched by C. Illies & Co. ; 

Jan. 25, Japanese stezmer Wakanonra Afaru, Christensen, 1,300, 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Uo. 

Jan. 26, British steamer Bengal, Stewart, 1,339, for Kobe, General, 
despatched by Adamson, Bell & Co. ‘ 

Jau. 26, Japanese steamer Talasago Mara, Young, 1,230 for Shang- 
hai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by N. B. Co. 

Jan. 27, British steamer J/oihow, Bewley, 895, for Kobe, General, 
despatched by Batterfield & Swire. 

Jan. 29, British steamer, Sunda, Reeves, 1,074, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatohed by P. &. O. Co. 


PASSENGERS, 
Per French steamer Menza/eh for Hongkong —Oue Japanese in 





i cabin: 
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_ Per American steamer City 0 
J. Hawthorne and wife, Mr. 
265 in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Zalasago Jaru - — jai and ports :— 
Mr. and hire. K oguine, Mrs. Petersen, 3 forris, C. Bracss. 
T. A. Lyons, Doi, oF Noda, E E. C. Kirby, co re — Yukamatori, 
Kawano, Asano, Achidate, Kurita, and Binture. 


Per British steamer — for Hongkon — :—Miss Lc Cren, Capt. 
Satton, Messrs. Le Cren and Russell in cabin 


CARGOES. 
Per American‘steamer City of Tokio, for San Francisco :— 





alius Kum ; two Chinese in cabin and 





From gan Fran, | N.York. Other Cities. Total 
J 24 237 1,905 2,166 
eeeeee — 480 171 651 
Yokohama................ssc00 1,306 190 213 1,709 
Hongkong .............0..0.00 193 106 75 
Total.............. 1, 1,013 2,346 4,828 
SILK : 
From San Fran. N. York. Other Cities. Total 
J. 1 263 — 264 
7a, ta neta 2 63 8 73 
Yokohama......... _ 150 — 150 
Total..........s0000 3 476 8 487 
Per French steamer — — eens one — 
Silk for France eae we eee 861 bales, 
London ee . 178 ,, 
Total ... 20. ose .-.1,039 bales. 
Waste Silk for France... ... ... --- 231 bales. 
oe London ... 2... «2 oo «- 10 4g, 
Total eee “21 bales. 
Per Zeeunes emer ale Mare Ss mahal ond pact 
Per British steamer Bunce = Hongkong — 
Silk, for eos «e190 bales. 
"ne 99 taly eee eee eee 10 tJ 
Total eee eee ese «2-200 bales 
REPORTS. 
The British barque Bride reports :—Left Takao on the l4th 
instant ; has moderate weather to the 16th, and strong 


pebanged to 8 


to Oosima ; ht weather on the 23rd, which 
fresh westerly gale, lasting through the Uraga Channel; thence 
moderate winds and fine weather to port. 

The Japanese steamer Genkai Maru reports -—Experienced strong 
gales from Shanghai to i After ———— 
weather to Kobe. Left the third mate ashore at Nagasaki, ill 

The 


Beitish steamer Lord of the Isles reports :—Left yoy od 
, at 5 p.m. —— strong N.E. wind and 
25th and 26th strong N.N.W. gale and high sea 
to arrival light and variable winds aud — 
—— N.W. 
distant ; steamed slowly round it but to dis- 


§ 
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British steamer Hoihow reports :—January 12th, 6.45 a.m. 
from tar ang bapa Hongkong, and full speed 
port b moon Pass. ‘ouched. at Swatow on the 
morning of the. 13th, and at 8.30 proceeded to Yokohama. On the 
19th, at 9 a.m. blowing a heavy gale from the westward, with a 
high ‘ eee runni ing br — ship to the wind on the starboard tack, 
engines going wr 1m. : shipping heacy seas; carried away 
after binnacle ladd er, &s. | and broke the leg of one of the crew. 
Midnight : heavy gale, with squalls blowing with hurricane force, 
which continued until midnight of the 20th inst., when it — 
alittle; kept ship away ou her course. Jan. 2ist, 5 p.m, strong 
increasing gale with heavy rain, brought to on port tac: 
ae at we » heavy gale with rain and lightning tning. 9 p.m. 
wind hauled W. Midnight : Fresh gale and clear weather 
which continued until 4 a.m. on the 22nd inst. From 4a.m. to8 a.m. 
blowing a hurricane from the W. N. 


nee 


a little, kept ship away. Noon to 5 p.m. blowing a — gale 
from W.N.\V. 5.30 p.m. passed Vries Island; thence to port fresh 
breeze and fine weather. Anchored at Yokohama at 11.30 p.m. 





CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 


— Morning ............... ........ —E ll aM. 
Evening....... 5.30 P.M. 
E. Cuampneys Inwing, M.A, 
The Parsonage, 101, 


UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 
Sunday Morming .............cccsscsscseccscreceeseeers 11 AM. 
Brening. 8 P.M, 
Rev, Lurugr H. Guuicx, M. D., 
Pastor. ; 
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WATIVE CURRENCY Y QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 29th January, 1881.) 












































: Cc oy 
Discount on : =a (Ss * 
Jen — zt 33 
A.MJ 3: se 3 < — aX 
s|3/3:2 2) 8 
2/S5/|6i8 & | a 
‘41882 | 
Saturda eecce Jan 21 74;% 743 | —_ | — — — — 
Monday eeeccccce 99 22 74% 748! 44 — — = — 
Tueeday......... » 24 74%) 74 73% —|—| —| — 
Wednesday ... ,, 25 72;4'72 |738' —! —!| —|] — 
Thuraday ...... » 274 |73 | 78 | —|-—-| -| — 
Frida eeccecces 99 28 72,°, 723, 724 — | — — — 
Saturday . — . » 2 7%/72 |— | —! —| —] — 
NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 
ABIRRICA ......0.00008 — ———— P. M. Oo. Jan. 30th 1 
AM BRICK ............................... | 0. & O. Co. Feb. 14th 
Ecnrops, via HonaKona . ccccseses' AL. MI. Co. Feb. 10th 
HONUKONU  .ceseseseseesensee. | P.&0O.Co. | Feb. 5th 
HoxGkona, via Kost............... ‘ BR. B. Co. Jan. 3ist 
UDONGKONG .......cccee ............ P. M. Co. Feb. 27th 
HONGKONG ........... Of. & O. Co. Feb. 8th ~ 
Suanaual, iowa & Nagasakt...' M. B. Co. Feb. 38rd 


1.—Left San Francisco, January th, City of Peking. 








ABERICA 2... ccc cccccccccces — — 


NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 


— — 


P. M. Ow. Mar. Ist 
BRI CA oi cviscicccdicnccccaceteocesss + O. & O. Ovo. |-Feb. 11th 
Euxore, via Honakona ......... P. & O. Oo. | Feb. 12th 
Kunore, via lonaKong — -| M. M. Co. Feb. 5th 
HaKopate M. B. Oo. Jan. 3Sist 
Honaxona, via Kons ........ eevee] AL, B. Co. Feb. 5th 
HONGKONG 2.2.00. ccccccccoccccccccess O. & O. Ov. | Feb. 16th 
TLONGKONG ...........ccccccccccecccces P. BM. Co. Feb. 2nd 
Suanaiuat, (ioe, & NAGAMAKL.. M. B. Co. Feb. Ist 





The arrival and departure of mails hy the ‘ Occidental aud 
Oriental,” the ‘‘ Pacitic Alail,” and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental” 


Companies, are approximate ouly. 


_— — — — 


VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 











$A ‘Lh Lev. 
Dare. Nasnow V eases, Fron 
—8 14] Remonstrant Lonwon 
23) Furness Abbey v⸗ 
* Auua Seiben Antrwerr 
J 17| Ste. ae PHILADELPHIA 
ll] Au Swansga 
Aug. 7| Philip ‘Nelson Haundæo 
Nov. 18] Pakhoi (s.s.) GLaseow 
»» 19) Ordovic LoxDor 
»» 22) M Hamsura 
»» 25] Gleniffer (s.s.) Loxpor 
Dec. 8] Flintshire (s.8.) 9 
YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 
DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. 
4M. AJM. ASM. NOOM. PP. Pi.) Pon, PM. P.M. 
$0 916 1030 12.0 180 345 4. 0 5.15 6.30 
UP TRALNS LEAVE YOKOHAMA, 
aM 4a. Am. NOON. P.M. Pim. rou. pia, P.M. 
SO 9.12 1030 15.0 180 245 4.0 5.15 630 








P.M. P.M 
8.0 100 
P.M, P.M 
8. Q 10.0 
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SHIPPING ID 
VESSELS IN WARBOUR. 
NAMXK. Carratix. Piu.au ann Rie. * Tons. Frost. AUniven, Constanx ees. 
| * 
ee eee eee — — —— 
STEAMERS. | om 
Genkai Maru Conner dapancse steamer 1,917 | Shanghai & ports Jan. 27 | M. B. Co. 
Lord of the Isles Lh British steamer 1,560 ndon an. 27 | Smith, Baker & Co. 
Merionethshire Rickard British steamer | 1, 245 | London vid Hongkong | Jan. 21 | Adamson, Bell & Co. 
Tanais Reynier | French steamer 1, 735 | Honykoug av. 12] Al. M. Ca. 
Volga Guirand rench steamer Ee 1,502 | Hongkong Jan. 26 | Xf. M. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. | 
‘ { 
Alexander Carson Americanschooner; 52 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3/| J. E. Collyer 
Athelstan Bayley British barque ‘| 771 | Jaondon Jan. 9 | W.J.8. 
Black Diamond Baade German —** 601 | N Dec. 23 | P. Bohm 
Bride Sutherland British harque 390 | Ta Jan. 26 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Buston Vale Buckingham British baryue 411 |; Liverpool Dec. 17 | Hudson & Co. 
Cidlurnum , Beadle British ship i 1,850 | Nonykong Nov. 8 | Edlward Fischer & Co. 
line Voisin French baryue — | Hamburg Jan. 2] . Raspe 
Eiler Bank Parker British — 1,145 | Niddlesborough Jan. 9 | Hudson & Co. 
George Bewley Hammund British barg 1,040 | Antwerp Jan. 9 | Order 
ell | Goodell American — 964 | New York Jan. 9 | Isaack Bros. 
Helena j Ewalt ; German schooner 60 | Kurilo Islands Oct. 31 | Captain 
Lottie | Hilts | German schoouer 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4] Hohnbolz & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen (ierman schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
North Star Johnson | Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nor. 16 | H. W. Hohnhots & Co. 
Otome | Hardy | Anierican schooner) 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
O Inaacsen Kussian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | H. Cook : 
Pioneer NMaies ! Rawsian — 72 | Romo, vid Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Go, 
Scottish Fairy Toozes British 750 | Put in dismasted Oct. 10] Malcolm & Co. 
Stella Werner Americansc — 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
Victoria Crous Tweedie British barque 668 | Antwerp Dec. 8 | Boyes & Co. 
VESSELS OF WAR IN -PORT. 
Nang. — Tounm:. HM. oe. Das tierion, W tr mes: reas. CommMaxorr. 
— — — -_— — — — J * ⸗ — 
BRITISH—Albatross... ... + woof «6 804 ! 838 Sloop Chefoo Captain Errington 
FRENCH—Champlain _... - «1 10 | 1,940 | 430 | Corvette N Captain Michand 
GERMAN—Veneta ... w- eee] 19 2,000 | — | Corvette Ko Captain Zirzow 
RUSSIAN—Africa_... woe eee] 14 1,400 — i Nagasaki Captain Alescoff 
- Crayseer ... . of 8 | 1,500 250 | Corvette Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 
* Ermak ... ... «. — ae 375 — — — Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
‘i Kniaz Pojarsky Peer ie | 4,291 — Iron Nagasaki Tirtoff 
‘i Minin ... .0. os * 16 6,300 Trouclad Nagasaki . Captain Nazimoff 
| . 
= | { 
| — 
VESSELS ON THE BERTI. 
Dxxri a ATIOK. Naat. AGENTS. | To or Desratrcuncn, 
——— ater aes : : wie wii elias a 
San Francisco ... Belgic O. & O. Co. | Feb. lith 
Hongkong vii Kobe... ... Sumida Maru Al. h. (fo. Feb. Sth, at 4 p.m. 
Shanghai = way-porta ... Genkai Maru M. B. Co. Feb. Ist, at 4 r.x. 
Hakodate * * Toyoshima Maiu M. B. Co Jan. 31st 
Hongkong .. — ‘Tanais M.M. Co. Feb. 5th, at 9 a.m, 
Australia... Hungarian Jardine, Mathesou & Co. Aboat Feb. [7th 


| 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





nchanged but everything must be considered more or less 


IMPORTS.—Generally dull: we leave prices i business during the next few days, although we hope for 


nominal. The Chinese New Year holidays will interfere wit 
some improvement when these are past. 


TTON YARNS COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continned. 
Co — 


: i :—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $7.00 to 8.75 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ... per picul $29.75 to $1.60 | Vo Tawa 3 12° ,, 42/8, » $0.76 to 0.77 
Good to Best... ... . $32.00 bo 29. 12 ,, 43 $1.70 to 1.90 
Bombay, No.20 do... $29.50 to 31.50 | Taffachelase:— —..._ 1 43 on on 
to 32, ato Medium... , $34.00 to 35.00 [WoOLLENS :— 
Moe eee Good to Bett. ns 2. $3800 4037.00 Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. 82 in... 4.50 to 6.00 
BECOME ae vee one ane vee $40.00 t0 41.00 | TO . + 29-305) 31 yy 3.50 to 4.35 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— £10 101.90 ete asiis we 28RD BL 1000 to 13.00 
— —— Ib per —— 29-30 ,, 22,, ... 450 to 5.75 
oe bs » 45 in. $220 to 2.60 | sonsselines de Laines:—Crape 24 yds. 30 in... 0.16} to 0.174 
T Cloths :—7 1b. ... ...24 yds. 32in. per piece $1.55 to 1.70 do. Itajime 24°,, 80,, ... 0.23 to 0.29 
Drilla,English:—14-151b.40,, 30in. ,, $2.50 to 2.70 do. Yoren 24 ,, 30,, ... 0.35 to 0.45 
dagger eee. 2k” S01 7 $140 to260 | Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. toS2in... 080 to 120, 
Gotion Halas & Sainess Black $2in. %,  $000)t00.154] Hilo as ws a OA $006 yw O98) 0 O47 
° le my in. * ° 
Tarkey Neds: 324 Union... .. ... Bh, to66 ,,... 0.32} to 0.60 


Do.  8Ib.... ...% ,, 30in. ,, $1.85 to 1.95 | Blankets, green, 6to8 lbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.87 to 041 


SUGAR.—New arrivals have weakened prices. Sales 8,000 piculs old at quotation. Stock 43,000 piculs 
including 8,000 new crop, for which $4.60 is bid and $4.75 asked. 


SAIGON RIOCE.—No eales and nochange. Stock 24,000 piculs. 
KEROSINE.—Sales of 10,000 cases have occurred. Stock 440,000 cases. 





:-—Takao i New... ... perpicul $4.60 Japan Rice ... ... ... 1. .. «. Pperpicul $2.75 to 3.20 
so a pas Old... ... ... 9 344) Japan Wheat 3] cee eee . tee 20 yee 
Taiwanfoo in bag... ... ... ° m Rioe lcargo] ... ... 1.0... 
Ching. aad He cae “49 —-- $7.75 to $9.00 | Kerosene Oil... gue $1 Oy 
China No. 4:5, ongfun & Kook-fah... 90 $6.50 to $8.75 
EXPORTS. 


SILK.—We have had auother active week in our silk market aud the demand has been steady and goneral. 


Large parcels of filature rereels and Hanks have changed hands and transactions amount to about 800 shipping bales. 
Prices are unchanged but remain very firm. 


Stock about 4,200 shipping bales. 
Exchange 3/8? Exchange 4.76 

Hanks.—No. 1 & 2 eecccccccccce «0.08560 to $565 = 18] to ah = fos. 49/20 5 fos. 49.50 
” » —— ———— - 8650 == 1 /8 = +» w 48.90 

” 8 23 — —RR $530 = 17/2 = * 47.00 
..” ” 3 & infrs. PO ecccccccce $500 = 16/2 = 59 v 44.80 
Filatures. Extra... $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 213 = > 57.90to ” 5870 
om — cA enaueucsaneeses +4590 to §610 = 19/4 tolQllL= , » 56.10 

: —— $590 = 19/4 = 1, 53.50to ~ 5530 

“ ee eet rae $540 to $550 = 17/9 to18/1 = " 49.10 to ” 60.00 
Kakedas—Best.......0 600 to $620 = 198 to204 = ”, 55.40to ” 5560 
» Medium & Good ..... $570 = 18/8 = | ” 51.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best ......... $580 to $600 = 19/ to 19/8 == ,, 52.20 to: ,, 54,00 





TEA.—Oar market remains quiet, some 850 piculs on! havi i l 
grades, Prices remains much the same. Stock 6,200 piculs, 7 Ne Deen settled during the week, composed of al 


gee | toe 
Medinm eae’ ees $1 tO 15 | - Chae ee ee $20 
Good Medium... .. 333 $16 to $18 Choicest ww gaa to a3 
EXCHANGE AND BULL 
CHANGE.—A fair business has been done 10 wh 


EX: ° 2 2 
lly in Continental P 
during the week but dropped agai Prrneipally in C aper, rates were somewhat firmer 
fcr remnitiaaces. ropped again towards the close of the Mails of 28th jastant. But little business has been reported 


Ster.txo—Bank 4 months’ sight 


Bank Bille on dewey — sae Ox SRARGHAI~Bank Bight... 72 
be ea tt 88h 888 ·- ·.- ’ 2 t 9.2 ap ee eeeeessee 
— 4 months’ sight .... 3/84 Ox New Yorx—Bank Bile — fol gence * 
Ox Paris—Bank sight — | ⸗........... ” Private 30 days’ eke a6 
4 __ Private 6 monthe’ sight 00777777 $2 Ox Sax Feaxcisco—Bank Bills on demand.” 884 
Ox Hox GKONG—Bank sight oo... 2% prm. Kixsarz svete s) days’ sight ......... 89% 
‘s Private 10 days’ sight ——— 1 isct. Goo YEN ett eeeseee eens OOO Oe ee ceencccces sal dis. 
— ie nom. 
— 
SHIPPING, 


SHIPPING.—The s.8. Meri ire i Si 
ships in port, . Mertonethshire is loading for London via China. There are no disengaged sailing 
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NEW ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NOTICE. 


I HAVE this day handed over all oulstanding affairs of 

the NETHERLANDS TRADING SOCIETY IN 
JAPAN to Mr. J. Pa. VON HEMERT, who will take 
charge as liquidator from this date. 


T. T. Van Der POT, 
Agent. 








Unitep STatEs Lecarioy, 
JAPAN, 
Tokei, January 27th, 1881, 


No IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following 

> Amendment of Section 22 of the title “ Criminal 

Proceedings ” in the “ Regulations for the Consular Courts 

of the United States of America in Japan,” published to be 

in force November 16th, 1870, shall take effect and be 

in force from and aftor the 2nd day of February, 1881, the 

said Amendment having been heretofore, towit: on the 

11th of December, 1880, ordered and decreed by me, and 

the same having been heretofore duly assented to and ap- 

proved by the several Consuls of the United States of 
America in Japan as certified by them respectively, 

Jno. A. BINGHAM, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America in Japan, 


AMENDMENT. 


It is hereby ordered and decreed that section 22 of the 
title “Criminal proceedings” in the ¢ Regulations for the 
Consular Courts of the United States of America in Japan,” 
adopted November 16th, 1870, be and the saime is hereby 
amended so that the same shall read as follows :-— 


The punishment of persons convicted of crimes in the 
Courts of the United States in this Empire, except in such 
cases as are otherwise provided for by law, shall be as 


follows:—murder shall be punishable by death; man-jon the lst MARCH at UYENO PARK, TOKIO, and 
slaughter shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term 


will remain open to the pablic till the 80TH JUNE, 1881. 
ding ten years and a fine not exceeding one . . ons from the Ist to the 15th 
— — all other felonies shall be punishetle ns | Live Stock will be exhibited from the Lat to the 


rovided by the laws of the United States of America, and|May. Vegetables and Fruits, from the Ist to the 20th 
bor misdemeanors at common law the punishment shall be | May. 
by fine not exceediug five hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
ment not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment at the discretion of the Court. 
[L.8.] Juno, A. BINGHAM, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the U. S. of 


















Yokohama, January 29th, 1881, 


— — 


flat UNDERSIGNED has taken charge of the out- 
standing affairs of the NETHERLANDS TRAD- 
ING SOCIETY IN JAPAN, and will sign, 
J. PH. VON HEMERT, 
Liquidator for the N. T. S. 
tn Japan. 





NOTICE. 


d hers NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1881, an 
institution established for the encouragement of 
agricultural and manufacturing industries, will be opened 


CLASSIFICATION. 


Group I.—Mining, Metallurgical products, Minerals, &c. 
I1.—Chemical products, Porcelain and Metallic 

Se wise Furniture, Clothing, Jewellery, Paper, Books 
and other articles necessary for educational pu 











America in Japan. Medical aud Surgical instraments, Arms, Civil Engi- 
Asssented to neering Plans, Carriages, &. 
eee ee sral Group III.—Fine Arts and lacquered ware. 
: IV.—Machinery. 
Kanagawa, Japav, Gnour i fish, artic! 
Decem ; V.— cultural products, animals, ; a8 
noe — ey from ivegetables, preserved meats, tex- 
Assented to tile substances (both vegetable and animal), agri- 
J. STaHEL, cultural instrumeats, forest products, &c. 
H const Group VI.—Ornamental trees, shrubs, flowers, and stones. 
pel Open to the public daily from— 
— — Jee to 4 p.m. from the 1st March to the 15th April. 
Assented to 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. from the 16th April to the 80th June. 
A. C. Jonegs, 
Consul, 
Nagasaki, Japan. ; 
December 20th, 1880. | TICKETS — 
Red Tickets issued on Sundays...ccccscccccceccccccece 
ne ; S.turi 8 
W. C. Davisson, White ,, ” — ——— 
Consular Agent, Light blue, any other day ss... 
go ne NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
January, 15th, 1881. 7 ze 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of DEPARTMENT, 
Tene a the Legation of the United States of America a Uyeno Park, Tokio. 
okoi, Japan. 7 
(L.5.) ——— — Yokohama, January 18th, 28M 
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MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS. — 
She Gh eee ae EE EES EE, TREY GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 
IM is EA * Three gold covers, movement of finest 
; workmanship, centre seconds hauds, ro- 
—FOR— peating hours and quartors.. eccccccccvcce 8 10 
— —— — —— *srrr ees Renee Imperial Chronometer, penalty days, dato, 
| weeks, nod month on dial, repeating 
| l ; ters, and vighths, three hen- 
W | A IT | c| H | Mi A | K| E| R | 8 | —— warrauted for five yours, 
— and without doubt the best and hand- 
es somest Watch in exintence.. ............ 15 00 
IMPORTANT OBSERVATIONS. 
FOR 1L.—All the above Witches can be bad in smaller size to 


EVERYBODY! 


HE Rodanow Maunfacturing Company (Limited— 
Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
hereafier, even one single Watch to any part of the world 
at wholesale prices, i.¢., 85 jor cout cheaper than any 
watchmaker, as nove of them is mannfacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of evory one intending to purchase a 
first-class reliable Watch to oar following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. 





SILVER WATCH. £ 28. 
Crystal glass, seconds hand..............s00 0 10 
Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 
double COVE ceccccccece eeeecee eeeosoee eeoeoe 1 00 
GOLD WATCH. 
Jeowelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 


Half hunter, enamel or guld dial, lever 


CRCAPCIMENE ....ccceeccecees ..... 1 16 
Hnutiug case, superior nickel movement, 

best quality with all tho latest improvo- 

meuts, two gold COVETY cocccccce ccvcccce 2 03 





Keyless Watches 


(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is 
— improvements in Watch work, 
16 old-fashioned key, with which so man 
ruined their Watches. The Watch is — fe anes 
kuurled knob, placed on the landle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary means; the hands are sect in the same way, 
The advantages of these improvements aro obvious, tho 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
or — rie — much longer the fluidi- 
te oul, and greatly prolonging the inter 
the necessary cleaning of the Wateli. PU seer nat eee 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewellod, crystal £ 
glass ......... 


one of the great 
it does away with 


Double cover, enamel or ornamented — 
eilver dial rr 1 05 
Superior skeleton movement, extra jew- 
elled, stout double cuvor .......0000....6.. 1 15 
GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 
Open face, lever escapement, ten je 
Half hanter, best ———— Ml Gk — 
upprovements, fifteen jewels............ 3 00 
Two stout gold covers, chronomete, move. 
ment with ceutre seconds hands, a 
splendid Watch for presentation ...... 8 15 


Google 





suit for ladies’ wear ut the same price. Mon 
initials, armes, clc., engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. 

2.—All our Watclics ure thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate ux, und will be scat securely packed in 
morocco case, post frer, any part of the world, together 
with spare mainsprings, lasses, and keys, these being a 
great convenience, as in man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of imjunsilility to replace one of those 
articles, 

8.—Every watch is accuinpanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the rogularity and superiority of its workman- 
ship for three years, during which time no charge will be 
mae for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases are eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of the best sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed on orders for 
six and more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 
climato. 

7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds baud, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with- 
out «difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abroad fillod unless acoompanied by 
& romiltance to cover tho niuount, or a refereuce on a Boston 
house. 

Persons residiug in any jart of the world need not 
hesitate (o forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving tho exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchauged free and 
safe Ly post, or money refunded. The best means of send- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or Loudon, 
which can be ured at any banker and everywhere,—or 
enclose the anioant in bank-notes, gold coins, or postage 
Stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 
smallest as well as the most important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will Le forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


THE 


Rodanow Manufacturing 


Company, 
5 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


J. J. GARGAN, 
ENGINEER AND MACHINIST, 


Boiler-maker, Black-smith, Copper-smith, 
and Tin-smith. 
House Building & Repairs & General Contractor. 
No. 88, Creek Side, 


YOKOHAHA. 
Yokohama, November 22nd, 1880, 
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CHINA SEA, _ 
S WATOW DISTRICT, 


BREAKER POINT LIGHT-HOUSE. 


Bee IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Light on 
Breaker Point was exhibited for the first time at 
sunset on the 8th December, 1880. 

The illuminating apparatus is a First Order Dioptric 
Occulting Light alternately showing for eight seconds and 
suddenly disappearing for two seconds. It shows white 
from S. 55° W. round by W. to N. 53° E., and red in shore 
of both these bearings as far as the land. The bearings 
are magnetic and taken from seawards. 

The light is elevated 152} feet above the level of the 
sea, and in clear weather it should be visible at a distance 
of 19 nautical miles. 

The tower is round, of iron, 91 feet high, with a total 
height from its base to the lantern vane of 120 feet. 

The tower is painted in black and white horizontal bands, 
and the dwellings aud boundary wall white. 

Approximate position—Latitude......N. 22° 56' 30’, 

Longitude....E. 116° 28’ 10°, 


By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 


DAVID M. HENDERSON, 
Engineer-in-Chief. 
Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Engineer’s Office, 
Shanghai, 9th December, 1880. 


THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Prrsoxe suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions will die- 
Cover that by thé use of this wondorful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the: fountain of life, and ite purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


: Srm SAMUEL BAKER, we be ‘ 

in hie work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinis,”’ says, “I 
“ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I waes 

or, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. In short time I had many applicants, 
“towhom I served ont « quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ae 
“ most usefal to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


PRErAKED EXPkrsy) por THE Patexy Kwtrs- 
CLEANING Macnixes, Ixoia Runsee ann Borg 
Leatuer Kwire Boarps. Kwyrves CONSTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT MAVE A DRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO NAW CUTLEKY. Facets 5D. EACH; AND TINS, 

Gp., 1'-, 26 aAxD 4/- EACH. 


PREVENT FRICTION 1\ CLEANING AND IXjJUKY To 
THE ENIFe. Oacry's Wetuxcron Kare Powis 


SHOULD BE USED witn HIs Boarps. 
a 
Se 


















1NON-MERCURIALJ, 
For Crearixna ann Pouisnine Sitver, Erecrro 
PLATE, Pratre Grass, &. Tasiers 6D. EACH. 





1? “S WANUEACTURERS-OF - 


a > 4 


JOHN OAKEYs SONS. 





a. ae 


teh 
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Sit haa’ Scout’ oot 


RESTORES DIGESTIVE POWER, STRENGTH, WEIGHT, &e, 


ia? 


| 


SPECIAL NUTRIMENT ror 


ee es A? io 
oan i 7a) “, 
’ 

j 


‘ f 
= nt — — "iy Fs 


And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! =: CD. $ 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT. —— ear 
Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations “— 19 — 4 * 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin Ty es Ge Beko d Q 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing al! inflammations. S Ga pe St 


Mr. J.T. COOPER, 
in his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published - 
1871, says—‘T had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. 
G4ve some to the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; 





VAN LISSA BROTHERS, 
; ——— —— eenreas| No. 10, Bund. 


‘that I was obliged to lock up tho sma!! remaining stock” 
May = 4 My — and Medicine Vendors throughout the —* Yokohama, January 4th, 1881. 
r « 


— G OO gle UNIVERSITY OF C A LIFORNIA 
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EOUS. 


— —— — — — — 


Anow. ow. Hanoysioe &, Co. 


Limited. 


32, Walbrook. London, 


BR(TANNIA [RON WORKS, 
Manafacture all kinda of 


DERBY; 


IRONWORK, 


Structural & Ornamental. 


BRIDGES of orory description. Girder Bridges. Arch 


Bridges. ——— Bridges. 





A H. & Oo. make eve — Foreign Countries some 


e thousands of Tons of Bri 


| LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 


TUustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 
See Large New Ilustrated Catalogues (B. dé C.) 

designs. 


with 1,800 


Baloony Panels. Colamns. Column Capitals. 


Gates Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. 


Lanp-pillars. Lamp-brackets. | Windows. Casements. 
Balusters. Newels. 


Fountains. Drinking Fountains. 
estals. 


Crestings. Terminals. . Vases. Ped 
Conservatories. — — 


SMITH'S, HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORCES! 


_ %% Shapes and Sizes, 
UCatalogue (D) free om Application. 


Andw.: Handyside & Go., Limited, 


LONDON. 





Josxen GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 

Josren GILLOTT's STEEL PENS. 

Josxen GILLOTT’s STEEL PENS, 

Josxen GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS, 
April, 1880. 


26 ins. 


— 


Gold. 


Medal. 


Paris. 


1878, 
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August 2, 1879, 


— To — 


ELLWOODꝰSs 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 


To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Ontfitters 
and Wholesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON, 
Beware of Useless Imitations. 


a eS 
D IN N E FO RD’ S 


— — FOR ACIDITY REN AND IN} 
WRADAGHE TO Gour UT AND 





Google 


HEARTBURN, 
INDIGESTION. IN WARM CLIMATES, 


CONSTITUTIO 


ANTS, 
AND 3 FOR REGULAR USE 


FLUID 
ass MAGNESIA. 


of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 


ly. 


Jan. 29, 1881.] 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 


CELEBRATED GILMEN’S STORES, 


Nine Prize Medals, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 


PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FEUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, | 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
. BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 


{ 


| 
| 





. Psy 7 
Lc asl te RS 


S| _ ATKINSON'S FLORIDA WATER, 
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ee > “ses — ear Es 
Re. IRIS PERO SO ar ee SE — 

* Fe — — — — ae wT 
“3. & E. A’ ’KINSON’S SS 
3s f ix. 22 A RAIN Si 


PERF UMERY, * 
— ————— 
obtaived the fullowing 


EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 
M LONDON, IR® PARIS. 6 7. CORDOVA, 1872 LIMA, 1872, 
 VEEXNAL BTR ool LADELPaia, 1 


i] GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


arom 


E) ATKINSON'S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR § 
: THE HANDKERCHIEF. ' 


lang, Stephanotis, i 
uct, : 
Violet, Gold Medal Bouquet, 





7 & mest iagren’ Perfume — Sum Ce 
j ATKINSON'S QUININE HAIR LOTION, 


; refreshing Wash 
—— — promotes the growth of the bair. 


ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, &f. 
& powerful Perfume distillod frem the fizest flowers, — 


t 
: ATKINSON’S 


LEA AND PEREINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE snd mace 
SAUCE. @ mew and —* — 
— * ATKINSON'S WHITE ROSE TOOTH PASTE, 


Fresh supplies of the above, and numerous other table 
delicacies, may be had from most Storeheepers. 

CAUTION. : 

To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars “| 

they should invariably be destroyed when empty. " 

Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 

detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 

brands, 


J- & B. ATEKDNSON, {! 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, Ww. § 


PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION, = 


All genuine goods bear the names of Crosses ¢ Blackwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Cepecles of ths Bottion 
Jars and Tins. 








CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 


July, 1878. ; 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & 60., 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 


SCOTTISH IMPERIAL 
INSURANGE GOMPANY, 


Hor Fire & Life. 





MAINGratrD. | TRANSATLANTIC 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND| Fire Insurance Company 
EXPORTERS OF HAMBURG. 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
MACHINERY. ego 


May 4, 1878. Yokohama, 9th October, 1880. 





THE BEST REMEDY FOR 





INDIGESTION. 








CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine s0 uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the “* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are wild tn their operation, safe 
and thousands of persons can now bear testimony lo the benefits to be 
have been a never failing Family Friend for upwards of &5 years. 
Sold in Bottles at 1s. 1}4., 2s. 9d., and 11s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 
—_—_—_— — — — 
CAUTION. 


Be sure and ask for “ NORTON’S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase en imitation. 


November 11th, 1878. 
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BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES, 
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oxoxoxo AND SHANGHAL BANKING CORPORA 
TION, 
Palv-up CaPpiTaL $5,000,000 
Reserve Fun... $1,600,000 


and all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one need be troubled by those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in application. 

Ask for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. 


Sovp By aLL Caemists 1x Borrres, 1/- & 2/6 ench. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearauce and tasto, furnishing a most sgreeable method 
ofadministering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, aud is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 

Mr. Kzattna, 


Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale 1 have for your Worm ‘Tablets, which I may justly 
say is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fally, 
M. A. WALKER. 
SoLp 1n Borties, by ALL CHeMists AND DRUGGISTS. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Wherens fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy bave been sould, I 
horoby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


-_ 





E. P & W. BALDWIN, 


WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 


| BRANDED 
‘* BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘* SEVERN.” 


TIN PLATES, 





pranpen | EP&W8” “witpeN,” “UNICORN,” 


SARLEY Op,” ““STOUR.” 


Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. 





_ Stamping Sheets, 





Export Agents— 


Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C. 


— — — — — —— 


Ic 


April, 1880. 
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A good deal was said the year before last about a probs- 
ble transfer of the ‘Tokiyo-Yokohama railway from official 
to prirate ownership. The price then namod was three 
aud a half millions of yen, and it was understood that a 
company of nobles had been formed with tho intention of 
purchasing. At the last momeut, however, when all the 
preliminaries had appareutly been arranged, the affair mis- 
carried, wo doubt because it was deemed advisable that the 
Government should retain direct control ovor the main 
lines throughout Japan, a principle which would of course 
apply to the Jusbiu railway also. It will probably occur to 
our readers that the reason is scarcely sufficient. There 
could be no difficulty in accompanying the transfer with 
conditions calculated to render the Governa.ent virtual 
masters of the line in the event of certain contingencies, 
and that it would be worked more economicully if not more 
eficiontly under private managemeut, is tulerably certain. 
At any rate the project fell through, but the projectors 
were not finally discouraged by their failure. Renewed ap- 
plication has now been made tothe authorities, on the strength 
ofthe late proclamation on the subject of state industrial 
Undertakings, and report snys that the trauefer will this 
lime probably be consummated. A slight inerease of price 
—some three hundred thousand yen—is mentioned. This 
Probably represents the value of improvements carried out 
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in the interim, for it is obviously much too insignificant a 
sum to cover the loes from currency depreciation. Indeed 
even if it were otherwise, we should be sorry to think that 
a fall in the value of the mediam circulated by state authority, 
would be included iu any calculation such eas that under con- 
sideration. This would scarcely be just and certainly 
undignified. It has been suggested however that thie 
transaction affords a favorable occasion for drawing into the 
Treasury some of the ancient coins of which the nobles are 
known still to possess cousiderable hoards. These solid gold 
slabs, and other precious but unwieldy tokens of old fashion- 
ed wealth, would certainly be better employed in producing 
a fat revenue for their owners, than in lying side by side 
with unused armour and neglected curiosities as at present ; 
while at the same time it might be craftily brought home to 
the nobles that having disencumbered their godowns of 
these metallic superflaities, the hoarding of paper money 
as a substitute would be equally profitable to themselves 
and much more beneficial to the state. 





Some conception of the losses entailed by the terrible fire 
of the 26th ultimo may be gathered from the fact that in 
one street alone—Higashi-moto-machi—a cluster of thirty- 
two rice godowns were completely destroyed. The grain 
they coutained was the property of the Duke of Bishi, snd 
its value is estimated at two hundred thousand yen, approx- 
imately. 

It is generally almost impossible to perform any accurate 
calculation of the aggregate loss entailed by a conflagration 
in Japan, but in the present case there is very little to 
place on the credit. side of the account, for the leap which 
the flames took over the river was so unexpected that no 
time was left for preparation, aud a Jarge proportion of the 
godowns on the eastern bank were consequently burned. 
Pecuniary disasters do not, however, excite our sympathy 
so much as the sufferings of those uafortunates, who, separ- 
ated by a very frail barrier from cold and famine at the 
best of times, find themselves, after a calamity like this, 
brought suddenly face to face with their implacable enemies. 
Under the Tokugawa admiuistratiog the wealthier citizens 
made a habit of lodging in the public treasury such sums 
of money as they could conveniently spare from time to 
time, and these contributions constituted a fund for the 
relief of the poor in seasons of fire and famine. The habit 
was an excellent one and its abandonment seems particu. 
larly to be regretted. Occasionally indeed we are disposed 
to think that some other codes and customs obtaining in 
those bygoue days might be revived with advantage. Phil- 
anthropists would no doubt be sadly shocked at the idea 
of punishing arson with crucifixion or the stake, but if 
Luman life has become too precious to be placed at the 
disposal of the law, it seems scarcely logical to deny the 
practice of deterring, by any process however revolting, 
crimes that destroy life wholesale and entail upon hundreds 
sufferings more miserable than even death itself. The 
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penal code in force under the Shogun’s Government con- | that pieces man he makee spoilum my pidgin!” It would 


taived many items irreconcilable with Western creeds, but if 
we are charitable in our penalties, we should be equally so 
in our suppositions, and refrain from accrediting inhuman 
instincts with the enactment of laws that had their origin 
in social conditions. It must at any rate occur to every 
thinking man that the sociological education of Japan's 
rulers may possibly have outstripped the progress of her 
people, and that in copying the homeopathio practice of 
modern governments, she may have rejected certain indis- 
pensable antisepties, We may be very well assured that 
acountry stands is serious need of some moral tonic 
when every unoccupied house in its capital is such a source 
of terror to the citizens, that they will even subscribe to 
pay a tenants’ rent rather than leave so much temptation in 
the incendiarist’s way. 

Meanwhile the question of building reform seems te be 
receiving official consideration. Oa the 29th ult. a meeting 
of aldermen—representing fifteen different wards—was 


perhaps be unreasonable to look for any great exercise of 
forbearance on the part of the expectant invaders under 
the circumstances, and while condoling heartily with the 
Chinamen’s sufferings, we can only offer them this consola. 
tion, that probably their “pidgin” has bat just escaped very 
much more serious deteriment than any {fnoonveniencles it 
can possibly be called on to endure in chance encounters with 
Muscovites at Nagasaki. 

The new issue of ove, five and ten yen sats, to replace 
those of one and two yen now in circulation, will, we under. 
stand, be immediately commenced by the Finance Bureau. 
The reason of this change is that there are considurable 
differences of thickness aud sundry imperfections of engrav- 
ing in the old notes, so that it is considered advisable to 
change them for others of a better and more uniform 
quality. There is no warrant whatever for supposing that 
any addition to the amount of the inconvertible currency is 


held at the Municipal Bureau in Tokiyo, for the purpose of | contemplated, 


considering the advisability of widening the streets and 
improving the character of the dwellings to be erected in 
the area devastated by the late fire. Special attention was 
directed to the Kanda district, which, beiug inhabited by 
the poorer classes, is notably deficient in everything capable 
of resisting or preventing such disasters, and it was 
ultimately decided chat various reforms should be made both 
ia the general plan and iu the details of coastruction here- 
after adopted. The ueccessary mouey will be provided from 
the residue of the Relief Fand accumalated under the 
Tokugawa administration and by subscriptions from the 
several wards. I¢ is impossible to exaggerate the importance 
of this question, and if the present Goveruor of Tokiyo 
has really appreciated the immense responsibility that 
devolves on him at such a crisis, he may count on 
something more than common gratitude. For our own 

we have indicated elsewhere the only method 
we believe to be at once feasible and efficient. Weare well 
aware of the grave embarrassments its adoption would en- 
tail, but they are as nothing compared with the results, and 
certainly no national need can possibly be more urgent than 
that of guarding the people against the recurrence of such 
annihilating disasters. 

An esamination of Japanese mining {udustries, mado 
during the past year, shews that in the whole empire there 
are only fonr provinces without discovered mines, ‘hose 
four are—Oki, Kadzusa, Shimoea and Awa. However 
smal! the outcome of these mines may be at present, it is 
not difficult to conceive what an important factor fn tho 
national wealth they might become under skilled manage- 
ment aud with proper appliances, 


— — 


Intelligence from the south says that six of the Russian 
ships lately anchored at Nagasaki have sailed fur a eruiso 
ia the sea near Shanghai aud Corea, and that tho untive re- 
sidents of the settlement are anxivusly awaiting the departure 
of the remaining five. The Chiuamon especially scem to 
havo had a pretty rough timo of it, for the Muscovito men- 
of-war’s men are said to have anticipated the declaration of 
way, treating all the long-tailed Celestials they encounter as 
veritable belligerents. Thus we hear of sundry castiyations 
and chuckiugs into the sea endured patiently by the anha,,- 
py Celestials, who are new inspired by such a wholesome 
dread of everything resembling a Russian sailor, that at 
the very aspect of a blue-jacket they scamper off helter 


skelter, justifying their precipitaucy by acry of “ Hi-ya, 
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What with conjectures of suspicious well-wishers (?) {a 
Tokiyo, and intrusions of inquisitive politicians from the 
country, the Ministers at Atami are reported to be paselug 
anything but a profitable time. So tormented are they in- 
deed that ramours of their speedy retarn are already begin- 
ning to be bruited abroad, in which case they will have 
derived uo more beuefit from the hot springs thau the raven 
in the proverb did front his ablations. So say the Japanese 
at any rate, but for our own part we doubt whether the 
Atami trip wae dictated by any very serious purpose. It is 
couceivable that men whose every movemeutis watched— 
perhaps misinterpreted loo—at home, aud whose pet projects 
are often baulked by the obstractivencss of an uniuitiated 
colleague, may be disposed to devote eveu such an cocasion 
as a country trip to the discussion of reforms requiring 
unanamity and thorough ventilation, bat we fail to 
eee why rational people should be consequently betrayed 
into conduct not unlike that of Mr. and Mrs. Brass, 
at the door af the single gentleman, when he was closetted 
with Richard Swiveller. If theese buasy-brained Ministers 
have only begun to discuss a tithe of the mysteries surmise 
has depicted since their departure, they well merit more 
rest hereafter than even the perfect Nirvana to which 
Shakka himself has attained. 





It is somewhat difficult at first sight to appreciate the 
relation that exists between an ability for adapting Japanese 
historical scenes to the French stage and a capacity for 
conducting commercial transactions directly with foreign 
countries. Nevertheless the cause of those who advocate 
this latter policy is said to have been immensely strengthen- 
ed of late by the accession of Mr. Mayeda Manasana, % 
gentleman erstwhile resident iu France, and distinguised 
as the author of a play called the “ Forty-seven Ronins,” 
which was acted with some success in Paris. The sup- 
porters of this direct commerce principle—or Jiki- 
boyeki, as it is culled—have not hitherto been very 
numerous, nor did their ideas excite much comment, 
Lut they seem now to have secnred that  esidera- 
tum xo potent in the effective ineeption of all schemes, 
access to the ear of certain influential officials, Whether 
—which the wise gods forefend—nany certain prospect of 
Goverument patronngy has consequently dawned upon their 
design, there can be no doubt that its popularity has been 
considerably augmented, and we now find no less en 
than Mr, Godai, presidout of the Osaka Chamber of Comt- 
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merce, taking a prominent part in the affair. ‘That Japa- 
uese merchants, either directly or indirectly, should realise 
all the gaius legitimately accessible, in an issue every one 
of us most heartily desires. Their prosperity is indissulubly 
bonod up with our own, and that any possible path to profit 
should be wittingly hidden ‘from them, or selfishly mono- 
polized, were repugnant alike to good-senso and equity. 
But we seriously doubt whother this project has been 
properly digested, or its difficulties appreciated, nud we 
have not a shadow of hesitation in declaring that its 
consummation ought to be entirely independent of official 
patronage. Such commercial enterprises may iudced be 
forced into premature existonce, but like delicato exutics, they 
will inevitably sicken and die in the presence of the rudo 
influences to which they will be exposed, and agninst 
which they have no innate strength to stragygle. The affair 
bas not as get passed its embryo stage, and wo therefore 
refrain from adducing argumonts which, for the rest, would 
be liable to misconstrustion, but we repeat most emphati- 
cally, that if there be any periuanent vitalit y iu the project, 
it mast be left to develupe itself, and that any State inter- 
ference will ultimately tend to stifle rather thau to animate 
the spirit of enterprise aud codperation we all desire to see 
flourish fn Japan. 





In consequence of the extreme iuclemency of the weather, 
the Yokohama Choral Society's Concert was postponed 
from Thursday last until Monday night next, the 7th in- 
stant, at nine o'clock. The coucert promises to be one of 
exceptional excellence. We believe it is no breach of con- 
fideace to state that the fall rehearsal, last Weduesday even- 
ing, was perfectly satisfactory ; and that Madame Zappe will 
sing the magnificent Scena ed Aria “Wir nahte mir 
der Schlummer ” from Weber's Der Freischutz. This last 
announcement alone, should secure the attendauce of every 
German-speaking or musio-loving person in the whole com- 
munity. We look for a full house and a glorious success. 





A building destined to fulfill the twofold purpose of an 
exhibition hall aud a salle des festine has lately been erected 
for the Agricultural Buroau at Yetai-bashi, on the western 
side of the Sumidagawa. ‘he idea of the undertaking 
probably dates from the days when economic:l refurm was 
deemed less imperative than it is at present, for both the 
internal and external decurations suggest anything but 
narrow-necked money bags. The huuse is of brick, relieved 
by cut stone cornices, aud standing in an angle beside the 
bridge, has au onvironment of vacant space just sufficient 
to admit some tastefully diaposed rockeries and shrabe. 
We can conceive that tho architect had uo little difficulty 
in designing something consistent with the twiu character 
fhis instructions, bat however this may be he has suc- 
ceeded admiratly, fur the structure has just enongh solidity 
and sobriety to prepare one fur tho commercial sandries— 
stich as furs, hard woods and ngricultural cicesteras— 
displayed in the lower Chambers, while at the same time 
BO sentiment of incongruity is excited when one passes 
by a handsome but unobtrusive flight of ste,s to the 
UXuriously furnished suite of apartments overlcad, 
where smoothest lacquer replaces vulgar paiut; pa- 
nels disposed afcer quaint and ingenious devices sup- 
Plaut plastered ceilings; wall papers of rich texturo and 
charming pa(terns supersede conventional funs and Grock 
frets, white dados and parquetry borders make their appear- 
auee for the first time in a Japanese public building. Tho 
rooms in this upper story arc fuur, one for reception, one for 
dining, one for sleeping aud oue for billiards, Who may be 
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the destined vccupaut of the Led-roum, it is not easy to 
divine, but noone willdeay that the provision of a couch in 
the neighbourhood af a banqueting hall attests an nuwonted 
refinement of hospitality. Aw for tho Lillian! room, we 
are not surprived that it should havo been reckoned an eeson- 
tial adjunct, fur if there be one Western pastime which fits 
Japancse fuucy more than another, it is the game of ball 
and cue. 

We had not, however, purposed to dwell upon these de- 
tails, but rather to record the fact that the completion of the 
buildiuy was marked by a reception ou Munday last (8ist 
instant), wheu Colonel Crawford, Messrs. Yasuda, Naka- 
mura, Nakai, Dyer, Conder, (by whom the building was 
designed) Korscholdt, James and others, were entertained at 
luncheon by Goneral Kuroda, Chief of the Agricultaral 
Burean aud Governor of Yezo. The sale rooms below-stairs 
wore thrown opou to the public on the same days. They 
are not yet of course thoroughly stocked, but nove the less a 
visit will well repay intending parchasers of fars or other 
articles furnished by Yezo and its envirous. 





We learn with regret that the injury caused to the iron 
plates of H.I.J. M.S. Fweokwan by the galvanic action 
lately set up, may possibly necessitate her returu to England 
for repairs, Nothing can effectually resist the mischief but 
a solid sheathing of wood, and though this might be very 
well fitted on at Yokosuka, the operation would probably 
require at least six wonths, a longer period, it appears, than 
the dockeanthorities can conveniently devote to one ship. 
At the same time it must be confessed that the occupation 
of the dock for half a year scarcely seems a sufficient evil to 
outweigh the expense and delay of a voyage to England, 
and we strongly conusel the Adwiralty to bring a little 
gentle pressure to bear upon the Yokosuka folk before 
consenting to the latter alternative. 





We publish elsewhere the minutes of the Tokio Cricket 
Club's aunual meeting. This Club, though a very iufant 
in years, has proved itself pretty virile in point of achiev- 
ments, as its Yokohama confréres can amply testify, and it 
is with great pleasure that we note its flourishing fuancial 
conditiou as well as its secretary's predictions of andiminished 
activity in the coming season. Nevertheless we take the 
opportunity of pointing out to our friends in the Capital, 
not that they are attempting more than their abilities 
warrant, but that they are achieving less than their attempts 
deserve. The foreign community of Tokiyo is not by any 
means large, while the section of it available for club 
purposes is disproportionately small. We say ‘ dispropor- 
tionately,’ because, while under ordinary circumstances we 
might fairly louk to see auch matches posted as, the T.C.C. 
against the Universitics, or tho Military and Engineering 
Colleges against all comers, the quota actually furnished 
by the professorial section is infinitesimally minute. This 
of conrse is irremediable. National habit aud individual 
prejudice are stubburn factors to eliminate in mid age, and 
We are not prepared to deny that to abstain from these uu- 
productive foibles may bo synonymous with the choice of 
the better part. At any rate the upshot is that but a very 
few are fonud to support anything iu the shape of a common 
amusement, and the natural iuferenco, that all subdivision 
of that few should be carefully avoided. Yet what are the 
facts? Tokiyo, which but three years ago scarcely possessed 
a single festive association of any sort, has now a Billiard 
club, a Cricket club, a Tennis club, and a Whist club, not to 
spenk of sundry other semi-organized societies thet trifle 
with ivories and “ antes,” and each one of these clubs is an 
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independent iustitution, requiring eeparate subscriptions, 
separate appurtenances, scparate positions, and scparate 
accretaries ; which last is by no means the least drawback 
consequent upon so divided a system. Now it is not to be 
supposed that men’s propensities will be diverted from their 
ordinary grooves by any combination of opportunitics. 
Cricket, tennis, and billiards, would severally elicit the enme 
amount of devotion from their respective devotees whether 
they were carried on in the same or in different places, but 
it is beyond question that an union of resources must 
immeusely augment the possibilities of pursuing each pastime 
pleasantly and effectively. Could a man, for example, 
fielding at mid-off on the Tokiyo cricket ground, reasonably 
hope to complete a two days’ match without some bruised 
bone or crippled limb? We doubt it And we ure very 
sure that the possibility of playing a comfortable rnbber at 
the Rurikoji Billiard Club, depends altogether on the state 
of the thermometer and not on the enpabilities of tho room. 
Yet a member of the Cricket, Billiard, and Tennis Clubs 
pays au annual subscription of more than forty yen in the 
aggregate, for which sum, we submit, he might reasonably 
expect tobe provided with a Inxurions whist room, an 
unimpeachable wicket, anda tennis ground where one could 
always get a game without the necessity of “ spinning out ny 
every set. The fact is that our friends in the Capital need 
aomo Mrs. Chick to reiterate the necossity of an effort. A 
native speculator might easily bo persuaded by the guar- 
antes of a moderate monthly rent to build a billiard 
room and Jay out a cricket and tennis ground beside it. 
The expenditure wonld be trifling. A thousand yen 
would amply cover everything, and there would be no 
necessity to interrupt play in the interim, since the 
old grounds would be available until the new was 
ready for use, after which the tarf at Shimbashi and Azabu 
wight be romoved at leisure. This is the time to inaugar- 
ate improvements such as we have indicated, and we hope 
the spring will not be suffered to pass without some attempt 
to provide better opportunities for the development of the 


material Tokiyo certainly possesses. 


The exhibition of antiquities at Nara is to be opened on 
the first of next month (March). Various inducements are 
offered to attract visitors, the most notable being a new 
cireular staircase, by the aid of which it will be possible to 
circumvent the Great Buddha (Daibutz) in every senso of 
the word. The programme of amusements includes direct 
friction of his sacred visage, insertion of ono’s head into bis 
nostrils, and sundry other gymnastic antics proportionate (o 
tho worshipper’s zealous piety. We trust that no absurd 
religious ecrnples will deter our renders from seizing this 
unique occasion to establish intimate relations with the 


august divinity. 





We have to acknowledge the kindness of the President 
and Council of tho Asiatic Society in placing at our disposnl 
such papers as are likely to be of general interest previous 
to their appearance iu the Transactions of the Society. We 
publish the first of this aories to-day. Our readers will sce 
tlint it is the accond chapter of Mr. Aston’s history of the 
iuvasion of Corea by the Japanoso, an event which is often 
cited a8 ono of Taiko's greatest military achievements, 


though iu truth the success of his armies was due rather te | 


the skill and intrepidity of their genernis than to any straie- 
gical combination of the Regent himeolf, Japan's social 
condition bas beon so largely influenced by her intercourse 
with Corea that every incident connected with the relations 
of the two countries is of importance to the student. and 
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Mr. Aston’s carefully compiled history will amply repay 
perusal. 





The various political associations throughout Japan 
promise to bo more than usually active this year, and iu all 
probability we shall presently have to record a repetition of 
the intemperate lectures aud shallow harangues that have 
already not a little retarded the material progress of the 
nation by diverting men’s minds from the pursuit of more 
wholesome objects. Despite the variety of their titles 
these associations comprise the advocates of two and only 
two distinct priuciples, radicalism and conservatism ; not 
radicalism and conservatism such as they exist with us, in 
name only and not in fast, but two diametrically opposed 
ereeds ; the one advocating thorough and instantaneous 
adoption of foreign political institatious, and the other 
enjoining deliberation always, quiescence sometimes, and 
occasionally perhaps, retrogression. Among the most 
notable adherents of the former persuasion are the “ Free 
Thinkers" (Risshisha), the “ Parliamentarians” (Kok- 
kuaijoguansha) aud the “Patriots” (Aikokusha). Their 
members are for the most part young men of scanty 
menus and uo immediate expectations ; students, unemploy- 
ed officials, aspirants after offices and needy geutlemen, toge- 
ther with a drift of discontented waifs, who have uo defined 
faith whateoever, but merely desire the overthrow of every- 
thing established, hoping to pick up something solid amongst 
the debris. Naturally the vewspaper editors have cast in 
their lot with this motley crowd, for the sake of obtaining 
literary material quite as much as a change of polity, and 
the consequence is that constant “ slinging of ink" and sound- 
ing of trumpets gives the movement an air of bustle and 
impetus it does not really possess. On the conservative 
side are ranged almost all the men of position and property 
in the couutry. The undemonstrative nature of their cause 
gives it the semblance of lacking support, but it possesses 
elements of stability very much more reliable than the ficti- 
tious verve of its rival, and there is little doubt which of 
the two will ultimately prevail Meanwhile, we are not pre- 
pared (o go quite so far as a certain member of the last as- 
sembly of prefeets, who compared the popular effect of these 
radical rantings to that produced upon the mind of an inno- 
cent girl by the perusal ofa licentious romance. Withia 
certain limits the honest disenssion of political or social 
problems exercises a bracing, rather than a demoralizing, 
influence upon public morals, and thinking men will agree 
that the absence of such mental activity were a more dau- 
gerous symptom than its superabaudant presence. Each 
added year, too, tends to obliterate old impressions, aud 
the Government will probably see its way before long tos 
more tolerant policy than has hitherto been possible. 
That the country is fit, or avything like fit, to farnish the 
materials for a representative government we do not, how- 
ever, fora moment believe. Neither is there evidence of 
any sort to show that the Emperor or Lis Ministers desire 
to retard the people’s aptitude for a share in the functions 
of state, but it is certainly their province to provide against 
any abnormal forcing of that aptitnde and against the evils 
such precipitancy must entail, more especially when—#s is 
loo ofien the case at present—stimulators of public im- 
patli-:ce are known to be actuatod by a spirit of disaffection 
.ather than of reform. 

Men are ready enough to saddle official inefficiency with 
every contempt of law and order that shows itself, but they 
seldom remember to ascribe the absence of such things to ® 
firm and authoritative rule, nor does political criticism 
appear leas prone to this injustice here than elsewhere. 
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We have been requested to stato that the next poneral 
meeting of the Asiatic Society will be held on Tuesday, 
8th instant, at 3 p.m. at the house of the President, Dr. 
Ed. Divers, Kobu-dai-gakko, Tokiyo, when a paper on the 
History of Japanese Keramics will be read by Captain 
Brinkley, R.A. After the lecture a collection of illustra- 
tive specimens will be exhibited in the Muscum of the Col- 
lege. Members are invited to introduce their friends. 





A comparison of the native industrial efforts and achieve- 
ments that belong to the historics of 1880 and 1879 
respectively, exhibits very solid grounds for congratulation. 
Thus a rough retrospect of the past year shows us :—the 
Sapporo railway built; the two melting furnaces 
at Kame-isi (in the Iwate prefecture) fairly at work, 
and delivering an output of somo seven or eight 
handred tons of iron per mensem; the works at the 
harbour of Nobiru (Miyagi prefecture) almost completed, 
and the navigation of the Kitukami, with all the resultant 
advantages to the trade of Sendni, assured; the weary 
tunnel at Kariyasu in Uzen at last carried through, and the 
“breath of the South allowed to inflate the cramped lungs 
of the North;” the great aqueduct from the Inawashiro 
lake (province of Iwashiro) achieved, and an immense aren 
of country thereby irrigated and rendered arable; the build- 
ing of ships on western lines at the two dockyards of 
Kawasaki and Hirano (Tokiyo) carried on with increased 
industry; silk-recling establishments erected in the three 
prefectures of Hiroshima, Aichi and Shidzoka ; the port of 
Mikuni (Ishikawa prefecture) opened to shipping; the 
works on the Tsuruga Railway progressing vigorously; the 
outcome of the conl mines in Kiushin cousiderably ang- 
mented; the docks of Tategami (Nagasaki) unceasingly 
occupied; the works done at the Yokosuka «dockyard 
always on the increase; a new vessel Inunched by the Kosak’ - 
kiyoku at Hiyogo and a number of old ones repaired ; 
mining industries, whether those carried on by the State or 
in private interests, exceptionally active, as for example the 
mines of Sado, Ani, Inuai, Ikuno, &c. in the first category, 
and in the second, the copper mines of Beashi (Iyo province), 
Unokauotoge (Idzumo province), Osaruzawa (Nambu) and 
variuus others; while correspondingly favorable reports 
come from the several manufactories of porcolain, bronze, 
dyed and woven stuffs, lacquers and so forth all through 
the provinces, 

On the whole, therefore, there seem to be fair grounds 
for congratulating Japan on the industrial history of 1880, 
and if we need any proof of the perseverance her people can 
display in the presence of difficulties, it is furnished by the 
story of the Kariyasu tunnel. This work was undertaken 
by Mishima, Prefect of Yamagata, with the consent of the 
late Mr. Okubo, Minister of the Interior. Its object was 
to open a road between the provinces of Uzen and Iwashiro 
by tunnelling through the impassible mountains that divide 
them. It used to be said of these precipitcus penks— 
crossed only in two places by paths soldiers sometimes 
traversed, but traders nover—that they were the teeth 
dividing the lips of the north and south, for at Waka- 
matz men brenthed the breath of Tokiyo, and at Yone- 
zawo, that of Hukodute. Nobody could fait to foresce 
the immense advantages that would accrue tv the two 
places conld a rensonably practicable route be opened 
between them, but at the eame: time nubady seemed to 
Contemplate the possibility of such an undortaking. It 
Was not till a native of Satsumm—tiat nursery of pluck and 


euergy—came to govern in Yamagata, that tho project 
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official aid were, however, necessary, and neither one nor 
the other could be obtained at first, for not unuaturally it 
was difficult to imagine that if an object so palpably desir- 
able were really withiu the reach of ordinary resources, it 
would havo been so long relegated to the region of fruitless 
desires. At last Mr. Okabo, Minister of the Iuterior, was 
induced to give his asseut. A sum of money was advauced 
by the Treasury, and with this—largely supplemented in- 
deed by contributions from the wealthy farmers and trades- 
men of the district—tho Governor set to work, scarcely per- 
haps himself foresceing a tithe of the troubles that lay before 
him. For when giant rocks had beeu pierced, never-ceasing 
springs diverted and innumerable land-slips overcome, the 
most fatal misfortune of all oceurred—the assassination of 
the one man whose large minded sagacity had appreciated at 
once the advantages and difficulties of the undertaking. 
After Mr. Okubo’s death everything went wrong. The 
Government grew uneasy at the almost certain prospect of 
failure, and withheld the supplies : the farmers themselves 
refused to work, and the very moontain seemed to rebel at 
such porsistent effort, for each day exposed new and unan- 
ticipated engineering obstacles. Still the Governor held 
resolutely to his purpose. “ If the attempt falls through,” 
he said, “I only ask to be buried iu the taauel,” and very 
few indeed were sufficiently sanguine to predict any other 
eud for the stout-hearted man. One day last November, 
however, a tclegraphic message reached Tokiyo. The re- 
ceiving clerk paid little attention to its terms, for the 
Kariyasu tunnel had long passed out of men’s memories, or 
come to be regarded as an ancient phantasy of the murdered 
Minister. But the official to whom the message was addres- 
sed scemed to be very differently influenced. Scarcely wait- 
ing to don his robes of coremony, he hastened off without a 
moment’s delay, not to the Home Office, nor to any other 
haunt of sentient beings, but toa cemetery in the suburbe of 
the city, where, kneeling before the grave of one who had met 
the fate great men are sometimes doomed to meet, he told 
the dead statesman’s spirit, that the work his aid alone had 
made possible was at last completed, and that the prayers 
of two provinces were that day ascending to the gods on 
his behalf. After all there is more romance than one might 
faucy in the Lard realities of this world of ours. 





We may look forward toa plentiful supply of ice this 
summer. Both at Hakodate and from the Tanigawa, in 
Hiyogo prefecture, large quantities have been obtained and 
successfully stored. Apropos of this, we have often 
wondered why no attempt has hitherto been made to bring 
salmon packed in ice from Hakodate for sale in Tokiyo. 
The operation is so simple and eo inexpensive, if properly 
managed, that it could scarcely fail to be profitable; and 
surely there ought to be no doubt about finding a good 
market for the fresh fish in the Capital. 





Considerable numbers of Seals have been taken, it 
appears, in the vicinity of Kayabe on the Hokkaido. Their 
skins are now selling at prices ranging from three and a 
half to five yen. Iu the Kunichitose river also, the unusual 
thickness of the ice has forced the salmon to collect in 
certain places, and the consequonce is that their capture in 
such quantities that a hundred are only valued at about 
forty cents. 





We havo to acknowledge the receipt of “A Grammar of 
the English Language for Japanese studonts,” by Mr. W. 
D. Cox. We regret that want of space prevents us from 
nuhliehing a raviaw_of the work this week. 
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A NEW RAILWAY. 

UR readers are no doubt aware that the Government 

of this country some time ago formed the resolution 

of constructing a railway from Tokiyo to Mayebashi in 
Joshiu, that a survey of the proposed line was in part com- 
pleted, a portion of the required material parchased, and in 
short, that the project had actually passed the stage of prac- 
tical inception. Financial considerations, however, subse- 
quently interfered. Amongst retrenchments, necessary no 
doabt in the main, the abandoument of this design was 
included, to the very great disappointinent, as it may well 
be supposed, of the provincial manufacturers and producers. 
For the benefits the line would confer upon Joshiu, and less 
directly on all the remaining seven provinces of the Kuanto, 
are-indispatable. Thus the goods traffic alone between 
Mayebeshi, Takasaki and Tokiyo, amounts to fiſteon hun- 
dred thousand yeu per annum ; while the number of pas- 
sengers is on the average two and a half millions aud 
the carriage of merchandise to Yokohama gives an outlay 
of one and a half millions. Even without taking into con- 
sideration the portage connected with the internal trade of 
the Hakkakoka, there is therefore ample reason to predict a 
prosperous fature for such a railway, while its general effect 
upon the condition of the surronuding districts can scarcely 
be overrated. Nevertheless the disappointment connected 
with the postponement of the undertaking was not al- 
together unmitigated. It is admitted that railways are 
amonget the few commercial undertakings iu which the 
substitution of official action for private enterprise is econom- 
ically tolerable, but the data upon which this conclusion is 
based require to be considerably modified iu the case of Japan, 
where experienced coutractors, capable of effectively carry- 
ing out large public works, do not exist at all, aud where 
the unfortunate “ Nunky pays’”’ system is extended to all 
the details of every proceeding inaugurated by the State. A 
railway, constructed on the plau hitherto adopted, can never 
be a fiuancial success. That it would bave entailed any 
serious loss iu the particalar instance under cousideration is 
uot at all likely, but it would certainly have afforded a fresh 
opportanity for procedures which may be venal under cer- 
tain social codes, but which are assuredly neither commend- 
able nor beneficial. Considered iu this light therefore, the 
temporary abandonment of the scheme, even on the score 
of: economy, was not ecutirely to be regretted, anid 
subsequent events. rather incline us to regard it as 
a matter for congratulation. For it appears now very 
probable that the work will be undertaken by the in- 
haWitants of. the Kuanto themselves. They seem at any 
rate to be thoroughly in earnest about it, and the petition 
they have forwarded to the Home Office through Messrs. 
Kadori and Shirane, prefects of Gamma and Saitama, 
embodies a reasonable and sufficiently practical scheme. 
They propose that the Government should advance them a 
million yen on the security of certain lands, the title-deeds 
of which are immediately forthcoming. This sum will 
form a nucleus to be supplemented by subscriptions already 
promised, the whole representing a fund sufficient for the 
cowpletion of one section of the line. So soon as suy 
portion is in working order, it will he handed over to the 
aathorities as security for a farther loan amonnting to three- 
fifths ofthe total expenditure on the comploted section, and 
by continuing this process, it is expected that the whole 
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work will be accomplished economically and without any 
undue strain on the State finances. 

With the exception of some faint opposition on the part 
of the Public Works Authorities, this proposition may be 
considered to have received official sanction. It does in 
truth merit a particularly favorable reception as being almost 
the firat genuine evidence of that spirit of private enterprise 
so much needed in Japan. The Government has done more 
than enough, aud it is now the people’s turn to make an 
effort, nuless the country is to pause completely in the path 
of progress. It is not at all surprising that the attempt 
lately made to dispose of the various industries now carried 
on officially, should havo failed. A losing business does 
not easily find a purchaser, aud unfortuuately almost all 
the lusinesses under State control in this couutry are pal- 
pably losing concerus in a pecuuiary sense, or have been so 
hitherto at any rate, Not that their conception is faulty 
or their capabilities incompatible with gain, but they have 
been subject to the most paralyzing influences iu the details 
of their conduct, and they are also, it must be admitted, a 
little premature in character. Statistics prove, moreover, 
that private enterprises—not excepting those justly accredit- 
ed with giant resulte—have almost always been developed 
from Lillipatian germs. Iu the most progressive communi- 
ties tentative and cautious steps generally precede large 
strides, and shrewd meu will pause long before they invest 
capital and energy in a business saddled with all those ex- 
pensive excrescences that grow up under pecuniarily 
irresponsible control, and more especially when, as in 
this couutry, the law supplies no adequate instrument 
for the construction and control of trading companies. It 
would have been most unreasonable to expect any im- 
mediate response to the propositions lately put forward 
by the Government, but at the same time it would be 
most unwise to regard the people's appareut reluctance 
as a conclusive evidence of inability. The State must 
recognize defiuitely that ite effurts up to the present 
have not, or ought not to have, been directed by a mere 
commercial desire for profit, but by the moral necessity of 
developing a spirit of private enterprise and a capacity of 
co-operation among the uuits of the nation at large. The 
presence or absence of this capacity and that spirit, may be 
tolerably well guaged by the amount of concession to which 
the State will be compelled to submit before exchanging 
places with its subjects in these matters of industrial under- 
taking. It will not be wise or politic to limit that conces- 
sion. Whatever momentary sacrifice may seem to be entail- 
ed, it is absolutely essential that the national funds should 
no longer be abeorbed for the support of industries which, 
however praisoworthy in motive, have uow drifted into 
grooves that manifestly diverge from public benofit, For 
our own part, indeed, we do not anticipate that the transfer 
of responsibility will be ultimately attended with much 
ombarrassment. Indications are not wanting that the re- 
quisite attributes éxist generally, and we have ocular de- 
monstration of their successful development in pat- 
ticular cases. The desired result will uo doubt be attaia- 
ed. Lut the process must be show, and amongst the 
-ufluences most likuly to retard it, is the people's erro- 
uious estimate of the State’s legitimate fuctions. That 
error has perhaps beeu fostered by the Government's 
too precipitate assumption of a réle not altogether suited = 
it, but as we have demonstrated in a previous article—many 
circumstances combine to deprecate censure in this matters 
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Now, however, au opportunity occurs of dispelling the illu- 
sion in some degree, and while the policy of granting every 
possible facility to the Joshiu capitalists is unquestionable, 
it is most sincerely to be hoped that no pernicious guaran- 
tees of State protection will be afforded. Some such ideans 
the advisability of eecuriug the company against loss of in- 
terest ou paid up capital, may be suggestod and perhaps en- 
tertained, but the effect could only be prejudicial. ‘The un- 
dertaking has in itself adequate elements of success, and the 
least undue Official patronage would inevitably result in a 
greater or less development of those conditions that have 
hitherto proved so fatal to profit. The project if carried to 
completion, canuot fail to benefit foreign trade, and its pro- 

is consequently a matter of the greatest inportance 
both to the Japanese and to ourselves; but for all that we 
have no hesitation in saying, that auy unnecessary support 
from the State, though it may have the immediate effect of 
accelerating this undertaking, must ultimately toud to defer 
auy healthy independence of private enterprise, aud s0 prove 
injurious not to the country aloue, but tous also whose in- 
terests are inseparable from those of the people amongst 
whom we live. 
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— —— — — — — — mee we a 


BUILDING REFORM. 

INTER after winter, bursting in upon the gay 
festivities of the New Year in Jupan, comes the 
dread mouster of devastation, spreading ruin in his flaming 
course and flinging his ashen pall of misery over orst-while 
happy households. Whilo the frosts are sharpest and the 
winds most piercing, Tokio again and again witnesses this 
wild disordered flight and homeless wretcheduess of her 
inhabitauts. So frequent and regular indeed are these con- 
flagrations that, like earthquakes or storins, they bave cone 
to be regarded as a part of the iuevitable, and now excite 
alarge share-of the superstitions dread with which the 

uneducated behold all alarming natural phenomena. 

The constant recurrence of such ruin and desolation and 
the resultant feeling of insecurity to person and property, 
necessarily exercise a very discouraging influence upon 
effort and enterprise, aud tend to induce improvidence among 
those who are their most frequent victims. To a uation 
thus rendered more or Jess nomadic in its habits, the endear- 
ing associations aud instigation to industry conveyed by 
such names as “hearth and home” cease to exist. Not 
merely the deliverance of thousands from yearly misery aud 
the prevention of much loss to public property, but also a 
considerable advance in political prosperity may undoubted- 
ly be looked for when Japan shall have replaced her wooden 
cities by others ofa more solid and permanent character, 
and it is clear that a matter so vital to private comfort and 
public progress calls loudly for State interference. 

Wehave before us a pamphlet written by Mr. Katayama, a 
young Japanese architect —who bas received a foreign oduen- 
tion—in which he attempts toindicato the nature of certain 
regulations (based upon European building acts) which 
might be applied to future house-construction in Tokio and 
other large cities throughout Japan. These suggestions have 
Teceived the approbation of the governor of ‘Tokio, and the 
subject being at present under discussion by the Manicipal 
Authorities, all rebuilding upon the site of the recent large 
fire hes been for the moment officially interdicted. That 
Permanent constructions in brick or stone are the only 
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erections worthy of the name of Architecture, and the only 
kind suitable for tho official institations of the government 
or for the residences of the wealthy, is fully acknowledged 
by the majority of the enlightened Japanese. The only 
obstacle to their more extensive adoption for such purposes, 
is their comparative costliness; and the ouly argument 
against them is the unproven one of a few earthquake 
alarmists. Every ycar however sees some new solid struc- 
ture arise, and there is little doubt that the example of 
their cndarance will, in time, lead toa wider imitation. These 
isolated instances are, however, but little security agaiust the 
wide-spread ruin which is meanwhile repeatedly overtaking 
the more crowded dwellings of those who have neither the 
wealth nor the enterprise to alter the long established style 
of their cheap and ephemeral habitations. It is to such 
erections as the Jatter that the provisions of all building 
acts wisely apply with most:vigour, attaching less import- 
ance to the question of suburban residences, whose detached 
character largely mitigates their mutual peril. 

Iu a word, principles of prevention are best applied at 
points where destruction finds its widest range, aud it is 
plain that what is required, in order to arrive at the root 
of the evil, is a code of regulations governing buildings of 
tho street class, and applied ia such a fashion as to conflict 
least with demands of climate, comfort and prejudice. 
Limited and initial in its character at the outset, a Tokio 
building act could not fail ultimately to lead by its inevi- 
table success to speedy extension and improvements. 

That the plausible theories of outsiders are ridiculously 
at variance with what is practicably possible, is a reproach 
often levelled at soi-disant advisers by meu possessing e 
more familiar knowledge of the complicated machinery 
which has to be handled. Lest we should render ourselves 
liable to similar censure, we shall only pat forward bere 
such suggestions as seem perfectly feasible without uanjast 
oppression of purses or prejudices. 

It appears that the idea of prohibitive laws with regard 
to the natare of buildings within the capital is not an entirely 
new ono in Japan. More than a century back an attempt 
was made to lessen the constant destruction from fire, by 
forbidding the employment of thatched roofs in city dwellings. 
If this edict be now in force it is not very rigorously observ- 
ed in spirit st least, for a large proportion of the street 
dwellings are covered at present with thin wooden shingles, 
which, dried to tinder by the sau, are not less inflammable 
than thatch. A strict prohibition of the use of any material 
but slate, tile, or metal, might well be included in any new 
regulations, and the projecting eaves of all wooden buildings- 
should also be covered with a coating of stucco. 

The idea of dividing the city into detached blocks, screen- 
ed from each other by large fireproof walls, is one which, 
apart from the extreme uusightliuess it suggests, would in 
our opinion scarcely possess the sole advantage claimed for 
it by its advocates, namely that of opposing au effectual 
barrier (o the spread of a conflagration. Experience has 
proved that the light flamiug embers of Japanese atractures 
once fairly on fire, are iuvariably carried by the wind toa 
height and a distance considermbly beyoud the effective 
reach of any screen walls possible to ordinary resources. 
The evil must be taken at its origin in the individual house, 
aud it is to some reform in the constraction of each iade- 
pendent dwelling that we must look for a prevention of 
general disaster. A scheme must be devised for confining 
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tho flames to the spot where they brenk out, in which enseo might be prevented, and, w eer Ee Ea the rules fixed, their 
we should obtain a result such as that exhibited nour the | observance would have to be enforced by competent i inspec. 


Main Street to-lay hy the remains of a brick house, which 
stands, a black carcase, itself destroyed indeed, but with its 
neighbours untouched. The brick buildings in and around tho 
Maiu Street of the capital,—putting aside their merits or 
demerits as specimens of street architecture,—are, however, 
hardly suitable for the requirements of the Japanese public, 
aud it may be seon that not one of thom has been found 
habitable, without extensive backing and other altera- 
tions not at all compatible with the original design, 
while for the moment, at any rate, it would certainly be 
vexatious legislation that prescribed so large an increase 
of outlay as that necesvary for the erection of structures 
completely of brick. 

The suggestion before us, which we think must recom- 
mend itself as most feasible, is one that permits the con- 
struction of street dwellings on the Japanese style as at 
present, but makes imperative the addition of brick parting 
walls on the two sides facing adjoining or neighbouring 
houses. Tho wide open fronts, with wood and paper slides 
80 necessary to the display of goods and to the habits and 
comfurts of the inmates, would be still preserved befure aud 
behind, while the interior arrangements would be entirely 
the same as hitherto, the brick party walls, projecting for- 
ward and backward beyond wooden eaves and other over- 
hanging woodwork, being carried upwards in a coping above 
the roof, so as entirely to cut off the inflammable portion of 
‘one building from that of its neighbour. Iu the case of 
buildings actually attached, the wall common to the two 
should have no recess or opening of any kind, whilst in 
buildings slightly detached, with uarrow alleys in their 
intervals, the side walls might be permitted to have small 
doors or windows of limited area, all woodwork, however, 
being thoroughly retired from the external face of the wall. 
The thickness of these walls aud their foundations, properly 
fixed according to their heights and lengths, would form 
part of the details of the regulating Jaws. The advantages 
of this system seem to be that the style of dwelling suitable 
to native reqnirements would be left almost intact, while 
the addition of the dividing walls would call for no very 
extravagant expenditure. 

Such rules must ueeds be enforced gradually, so as to af. 
fect at first new buildings alone, or those andergoing very 
extensive repairs. Should it be deemed advisable to afford 
Government assistance to persons pecuniarily incapacitated 
from supporting the small increased expense of such strac- 
tares, the best plan would perhaps be for the State to under- 
take the erection of the divisional walls alone, letting out 
the interior spaces, and; allowing ‘speculative builders to 
erect cheap houses iu theintervals, with, however, the rigidly 
enforced proviso—that all parts of the structures should be 
kept within and below the fireproof screens. 

It is impossible here to indicate all the points of detail 
which must of necessity be included in any act for the 
maintenauce of public safety ia building matters, and we 
have therefore confined ourselves to pointing out the prac- 
ticability of cheap measures suitable to the lower class 
dwellings, whose construction is, of course, beset with most 
difficulty. Rules for the more secure construction of all 

exposed parts iu so-called European buildings would form 
important clauses, 80 that the accidents so often resulting 
from the improper introduction of stoves and fire-places 
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tion. 

But in urging the adoption of a, building act for the 
larger cities of Japan, there are other points to be considered 
besides the dangers of conflagrations. The winter with its 
ery of firo docs not come more certainly than the heat of 
summer with its wail of epidemic and all those pertinent 
questions of defective hygiene. Sanitary matters demand 
extensive reforms in the details of city buildings, and ade- 
quate attention to priuciples, now universally recognized in 
such affairs, would require something more than the initial 
measures we have designated as immediately practicable 
and comparatively inexpensive. But with this point we 
arc not for the moment concerned, nor does it, for all its 
importance, weigh much in the presence of the awful catas- 
trophes we are now daily called on to record. The Japan- 
ese may havo some powers of patient endurance to which 
we are strangors, but let him be ever so philosophical, his 
sufferings in this matter of fires deserve the sympathies of 
all thinking men, and call for something more than sugges- 
tion or legislation on the part of the State. 


HIDEYOSHI’S INVASION OF KOREA. 
CHAPTER U.—THE RETREAT. 


BY W. G. . Astron. 
[Read January 11, 1881.} 


It was on the 6th day of the Ist month of the Chinese 
year corresponding to A.D. 1593 that the Chinese army 
advanced against Pingshang. The Japanese garrison had 
little time for preparations of defence. It was too late for 
them to call to their assistance their countrymen stationed 
in the surrounding district, but they made a skilful use of 
the means at their command, strengthening their posi- 
tion by constructing palisades and throwing up breast- 
works loopholed for musketry. The attack was maintained 
for two days. Both sides fought with great determina- 
tion, but the Chineso were far superior in numbers,* 
and the Japanese were at last foreed back within 
the citadel, having sustained a loss of about sixteen 
hundred men. ‘The Chinese general was too dis- 
creet to drive a beaten enemy to make a desperate resis- 
tance. He remembered the proverb, “ When the rat is 
hard pressed aud cauuot escape, it has been kuown to over- 
throw the cat,” and on the eveuing of the second day's 
fight he withdrew his army without the walls of Pingslang, 
purposely leaving one side unguarded. During the night, 
the Japanese crossed the river on the ice, and a few forced 
marches placed them beyond all immediate danger of 
pursuit. Indeed, there was little disposition shown to 
follow them closely: Weary, foot-sore, and starving from 
cold and hunger, they pursued their way southward uumo- 
lested. Ri Joshé made no attempt to follow them, and 
notwithstanding that the Korean generals who occupied 
positions near the Japanese line of march were strongly urged 
to cut off their retreat, none was found bold enough to 
attack the dreaded invaders even in their present well-wigh 
desperate condition. They had, however, the satisfaction 
of capturing and beheading some sixty unfortunate strag- 
glers who, from sickness or fatigue, were unable to keep up 
with the rest of the army. 

The fall of Pingshang was the turning point in the Japa- 
nese invasion of Korea. Ifthe Chinese and Coreans had 
followed up their victory with greater energy, the cor: 
sequences to the Japanese would have been utterly dis- 
astrous, but even as it was they were sufficiently grave- 
It became necessary for them to evacuate the whole pro- 
ga ee ee 


1 The Japanese writers talk of of 200,000 Chinese, but the 
Korean historian of the war, who was a high official of his govern- 
ment, and must have been well informed, gives the more sober 
estimate of 40,000. It should be remembered, however, tbat there 
was a large auxiliary force of Koreans, whose numbers are nowhere 
stated. 
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vinee of Hwanhaido (RQ #PIH), where they had numeron 


garrisons, and to concentrate their forces at some poiut 
further south. In the dead of winter, and in a country 
desolated by the war, this operation was accompanied by 
great hardships. It was nt first intended to make a stand 
at Kaishiing, but for strategical reasons this plan was 
abandoned, and the capital itself selected as the rendezvous 
for all the Japanese troops stationed to the north of this 
city, Among the generals whose position was rondcred 
untenable by the reverse at Pingshang was Kiyomasa, who, 
along with Nabeshima, held the north-eastern province of 
Haukitingdo. Several castles in the south-castorn province 
which wore garrisoned by his men had been altackod hy 
the newly rnised Korenn levies, which was another reason 
for Kiyomasa to abandon his position in the north. He 
marched direct to their assistance, but was too lato to 
revent a disaster which rendered the situation of the 
——— in Koren still more precarious than before. The 
Koreans, who had flocked in numbers to the standard of a 
new and popular general, had already succeeded in captur- 
ing several of the most important strongholds? in this 
province, and as this was the first success of any conse- 
quence which the land forces of the Koreans had achiovei, 
its moral effect was of no small importance. ‘Thoy even 
ventured to intercept Kiyomasa himself on his march 
southward, but he cut his way through, and effected a junc- 
tion with Konishi at Hanshiiing. 


After some delay, caused by the want of supplies, the 
badness of the roads and Ri Jioshd’s disposition to mag- 
nify these difficulties, the Chinese army, with their Korean 
auxiliaries, at length moved southwards, and on the 24th 
day of the 1st month arrived at Pachiung( XAI), one duy’s 
march from tho capital, where on the same day n council of 
war was being held by the Japnnese commanders. Most 
were in favour of retreating to Fusan, but Kiyomasa and a 
other bold spirits could not bear to relinquish without a 
Struggle fruits of their victories, and it was ultimntely 
resolved to make a stand and give battle to the Chinese. 
Fearing that, when they were engaged with the enoimy 
without the walls, there might be an outbreak among the 
remnant of a native population which still inhabited tho 
capital, the Japanese had recourso to a cruel measure, which 
was only too characteristic of the warfare of the ago. They 
massacred all the Korean townspeople except a few who 
were useful to them as porters and camp-folluwera, and des- 
troyed by fire all that remained of the city. 


Near Pachiung, the Chinese and Japaneso met for the 


first time in the field. A bloody skirmish, in which a party’ 


of Chivese and Koreans had the advantage, had encouraged 
Ri Joshé to assumo the offensive. He advanced with a 
considerable forco towards the capital, a little distanco to tho 
north of which he was encouutered by a division of tho Jap- 
auese army. In the cugagement which followed, the Chi- 
hess were repulsed with great loss, the success of the a 
anese being due parily to their superior tactics, and partly 
to thoir weapon, the famous katana, which to us necds no 
description. The Korenn historian of the war informs us that. 
in this battle “the Chineso had no firearms—only short blunt 
swords. The Japanese, on the other hand, wero foot- 
soldiers, armed with swords three or four feet long. With 
these they stabbed and slashod, so that none could stand 
before them.” Many of Ri Joshé’s personal followers 
were slain in this engagement, and he was himself so much 
discouraged that he at once withdrew to Tongpa anid 
from thence to Kaishiing. In his despatches to his go- 
Vernment he reported that the Japanese wore 200,000 
strong, and requested thant n successor might be appuinted 
to him, as he wns in weak health, and could not longer en- 
dure the hardship of thecampaign. At Kuishiing, a ramour 
reached him that Kiyomasa was on the march from the 





* The following incident, which occurred at one of these sicges, 
shows that bomb-shells were used in this war by the Koreans. “A 
man called Ri Ché-30n invented a cannon called Shin-ten-rai or 
Heaven-shaking-thunder, which by his art he secretly brought to 
the foot of the castle. It was put in operation and shot into the 
castle, where it fell in the courtyard. The Japanese troops were 
ignorant of its construction, and rushed forward to sce what curious 
missile had been shot at them by tle enemy, when all of a sudden 

gunpowder poison burst forth, with a noise which made heaven 
and earth to tremble, and it broke up into splinters of iron, which 
caused instant death to any oue whom they struck. More than 
thirty men were killed in this Way, and even these who wero not 
bit were flung to the ground.” 
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province of Hunkitingdo to attack the city of Pinshang. Heo 
was glad to have so good an excuse for increasing his dis- 
tance from the Japanese, and fell back on Piugshang, leav- 
ing « few hundred men to occupy Kaishiing. 

Our historinn, Riu, was at this time charged with the 
thankless office of conducting the relations of his govern- 
ment with the Chinese, It was his business to superintend 
the supply of provisions, and he also felt it his duty to urge 
their generals to a more active prosecution of the war. 
Any short-coming in the matter of supplies,—any remon- 
strance agninet inactivity or cowardice, exposed him to in- 
sult and ill-usage, and on more than one occasion he nar- 
rowly escaped with his life. Io had not even the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that he was doing his country service. 
The food obtained with great difficulty for the Chiuese army 
was wrung from his starving eountrymen, while the invaders 
scemed as fur from being expelled as ever. Korea was in- 
dved in a pitiable condition, Woighed down by the burden 
of maintaining two foreign armies, of which the ally was 
scarcely less oppressive than the cnemy, the population were 
reduced to the greatest straits for subsistence. Many 
thouxands died of famine, and Riu’s lodgings were besieged 
by crowds of famishing wretches, to whom ho doled out a 
a mixture of ono part of rice-floar with ten parts of a 
powdor made by pounding down the leaves of the fir. 

With the country in this exhausted condition, and with 
the roads rendered impassable by the winter rains, military 
operations had become well-nigh impracticable, and the 
Chinese and Japanese armies remained for a timo iuactive. 
The position ef the latter, however, became daily more 
untenable, as the country became more destitute of resou 
and the Korean irregular troops, who swarmed on all sides 
of them, beenmo daily bolder, until at last the Japanese had 
to content themselves with what store of provisions they 
had laid up within the city, not ventaring to send out forage 
parties into the surrounding country. Discase was rife in 
both armies, and large numbers of the horses of both camps 
were carried off by an epidemic. 

Both Chinese and Japanese were now anxious for 
peace. One of the Japanese generals having intimated a 
desire (o come to terms, Ikci, notwithstanding his previuus 
treachery, had the courage to venture once more into the 
Japanese camp, and to recommeace the work of negotiation. 
Among the points discussed on this occasion are said to 
have besn following : Peaco between China and Japan ;— 
recognition or investiture of Hideyoshi as King (T) of 
Japan ;—cession of Korean torritory to Japan ;—tribute 
payable by Korea to Japan. There was also talk of a 
Chinese princess being given in marriage to tho Kétei, é.., 
the Mikado, of Japan. We have little means of judging 
how far these proposals were seriously considered. The 
points mainly insisted on by Ikei were the surrender of the 
captive Korean princes and high officinls, aud the with- 
drawal of the Japaueso to Fusankai, which was to be 
accompanied by the simultaneous retirement of the Chinese 
army from Korea. But there were serious obstacles to the 
success of these negotiations. Kiyomasa was unwilling to 
give up his prisoners without express authority from 
Hideyoshi, and Riu, burning with a reveuge for his country’s 
wrongs which no hardship aud no humiliation could quench, 
steadily urged Ri Joshé to make no terms with the 
brigands from Japan. Nor had either party the least 
confidence iu the good faith of the other—a difficulty 
which Ikei was not exactly the man best fitted to 
remove. He was accordingly recalled, and other envoys 
were sent in his place, but they had little better success. 
The only tangible result of the negotiation was tho stipula 
tion by tho Japanese to evacuate the capital on the 19th 
day of the 4th month, and this they would probably have 
soon been compelled to do in any case. The Chinese army 
eutered tho city on the following day. They had been 
gradually drawing ucarer during the progress of the 
negotiations. 

There was probably also some understanding in tho 
nature of an armistice between the Chinese and Japanese, 
for we find that the latter, in spite of Riu’s remonstrances, 
were nilowed to retire peaceably to the ucighbourhood of 
Fusankai, where they cutrenched themselves in fortified 
camps, and that they were accompanied by Ikei and his 
colleagues, who were on their way to Nagoya (now Kara- 
tsu), where Hideyoshi was then staying. The Chinese 
army followed the Japanese some weeks later, and took up 
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their quarters at Kioshé (M 5) and other places in the TOKIO CRICKET CLUB. J 
same vicinity. 
The Chinese ambassadors arrived at Nagoya on the 23rd| The annual General Meeting of the Tokio Cricket Clu 
day of the Sth mouth, and were received by Hideyoshi in | ¥9S held at tho Seiy oken Hotel, on Thursday, the 27th Janu. 
the most friendly and magnificent imanuer, During their |®t¥- Present: J. G. Kennedy, Esq. (in the chair,) Messrs, 
stay, which lasted till the beginning of the 7th month, the Holtham, Kenny, P layfuir, Ramsay, Strange, Trevithick 
chief nobles of his court vied with each other in their /®¥4 Ward. The Minutes of the last meoting were taken as 
attentions to the strangers. Every day saw somo fresh tond, and the Honorary Secretary and Treasurer theu pre- 
entertainment in their honour. Llideyoshi set the example |8euted the Report of the Committee. 
himself by inviting them to a banquet ns soon as they| Zo the Mewbers of the Tokio Cricket Club: 
arrived, when the coremony of exchanging wine-cups—| Your Committee have the pleasure to report that duriug 
the neglect of which was complained of by the Korean | their term of office, now concluded, the Club has been able 
envoys—was not forgotten. Presents of silk-stuffs, robes, | to survive a serics of difficulties and to maintain its number 
money and swords were lavisted on them. ‘They woro|of mombers notwithstanding many resignations. At the 
tly delighted with the scenery of the neighbourhood | last Annual Meeting, held in October, 1879, it was resolved 
to the beauty of which the present writer cau bear|that in view of the apparent impossibility of forming 
personal wituess)—with its winding inlets and wooded|competing crews, boating should cease to be the chief 
bluffs rising steeply from the water's edge, and they | pursuit coming within the seope of the Tokio Recreation 
composed verses in its praise which have leon preserved to | Club, as it was then enlled, and that greater prominence 
us in the Japanese histories. To add to their enjoyment, |should be givon to cricket. The Committee were therefore 
Hideyoshi eutertained them with a fete, of which the prin-|suthorised to sell the racing boats, the pleasure bonts only 
cipal feature was a procession of boats, a minute description | being retained for the use of members. Two of the three 
of which has Leen handed down to us. ‘Several hundred | pleasure boats were however stolen by a servant of the Club 
barges, with the ensigns and pennons of the various damide| who had roccived notice of dismissal, and the boat-house 
waving to the breeze, rowed past in order over the surface | iteclf, contnining some property of individual members, was 
of the sea. The chief boatmen and their mates chanted a| destroyed by fire in December 1879, only a dinghy being 
gong as they plied their oars, aud the loud voices of the|saved. The Japanese police have not, so far, been successful 
crews, numbering many huudreds, echoing far over the sea, | iu recovering the stolen boats, or in apprehending the thief. 
arose to the clouds and mingled harmoniously with the A further loss was sustained in Februnry 1880, when the 
sound of the breaking billows. Hideyoshi shared the same | cricketing gear purchased from Messrs. Lane, Crawford and 
barge with tho ambassadors, It was adorned with the ut- Co. was Lurat ; and the Club commenced the active year 
most elegance and splendour. Two hundred lances with | with only the small boat above mentioned (of which uo use 
tiger-tail slieaths and tens of halberds inlaid with gold were | has since been made,) a small patch of turf laid down the 
set up on the bows. ‘ree hundred foot-soldiers, all clad|previous summer for cricketing practice, and the cash 
alike in scarlet jackets, formed a guard of honour. Sake |resulting from the sale of the racing boats and subscriptions 
was served, aud the ploasure of the day was enhanced by | to date, as possessions. 
the presence of singers of tho two famous schools of Kwanze| Ata General Meeting held on the Sth April, the Com- 
and Komparu.” mittee were however empowered to purchase further 
It has been stated that a ‘I'reaty of peace was concluded | cricketing gear, and to lay down additional turf on the 
on this occasion, but an apparently authentic account of praetieo ground in order to devote the energies of the Club 
the interview at which Hideyoshi discnssed political mattors | © cricket solely: and ata subsequent Meeting, held on the 
with the Chineso envoys, slows that no definite terms of |29'd of Juno, new Rules drafted by a Committeo specially 
peace were made. Both parties exchanged the most friend- | pointed for that purpose at the previons meeting were 
ly assurances, and agreed to throw the blame of all that |*2mitted and approved. with enoh alterations as ap 
had happeued on the Koreans, who, as usual, were kept iu | "©ce*ary; and the Club thenceforward became the Tokio 
the dark about evorything which passed. ‘This embassy Cricket Club. ; 
had, however, ouo importaut result. Hideyoshi, as an} Lhe change in the oljects of the Club, with éther causes, 
earnest of his willinguess to mako peace with China, con-|!ed to the resignation of several members, fortunately 
sented to release tho Korean princes and graudees who had succeeded by new recruits, and after tho summor holidsys 
been made captive hy Kiyomasa, aud Ikei returned to} cricketing practico was commencod and actively kept up. 
Korea in advance of his colleagues, bearing instructions A first trial of strength with the Yokohama Cricket Club 
that they should be given up. That nothing more was took place on the 23rd Octoher, resulting iu a hollow defeat 
intended by this friendly measure is shown by tho fact that | for the Tokio Club, which however was redeemed by the 
almost simutianoously the Japaneso army, by Hideyoshi’s decisive success of the Tukio team, with only ten batsmen, 
orders, advanced against Chinchiu (#4), a castle about |i" the return match agaiust a somewhat weaker eleven of 
fifty miles west of Fusan, which they had already made an the Yokohama players, ou the 8rd November. Both these 
unsuccessful attempt to take. The Koreans assembled a|™tches were played at Yokohama, by the courtesy of the 
large force at a town east of Chinchiu aud eudeavoured to | Yokehama Cricket Clab, to whom thanks are due for their 
check the advance of the Japanese, but, to use the words | **8!stauce In supplying the Tokio Clab with some spare gear, 
of one of their generals, they were more like a flock | Vithout which little could have been done during the past 
of birds than an army, and offered but a feeble re- | 585°. A final game was arranged for the Lith November, 
sistauce. They were defeated with great slaughter, and | the practice ground at Shinbashi, but the expected 
the Japanese immediately afterwards invested the castlo. |*'versaries, a team from H. M. 8. Comus, not being able 
At thissiege Kiyomasa is said to have used n/t? #ppear,ascratch mateh, with the assistance of some visitors, 
testudo wade of ux hides stretched on « framework, which | ¥®! wade up. The Commitice have to acknowledge the 
was pushed forward ou wheels to the base of the castle |Kiuduess of the Imperial Naval Department in lending tents 
wall. Under its protection, the corner stones were removed | oF this occasion. 
by crow-bars, and the wall fell, leaving a brench by which|, The accounts of tho Honorary Treasorer show « balance 
the Japanese effected an entrance. The Korenn losses | in hand sufficient to provide a lhaudsome surplus after pay- 
here and at the battle which had just been fought ment for the now gear already ordered from England, 
amounted, according to Riu, to 60,000 men, tho greatest | through the Yokohama Cricket Club. This is owing chiefly 
which they had suffered since the war began. ‘This was |‘ the accession of new members, paying entrance fees ; aud 
the last fighting of what has becu called the first invasion, |e Comumitice trust that their auecessors will meet with 
The Japauese levelled the castle with the ground, and then | &e0eral support equal to that accorded to themselves during 
retarued to their former quarters in Fusau aud its neigh- the past season, 
bourhood, where they awaited the result of the negotiatious The chief disadvantages from which the Club suffers 
svith China, are, first, a scarcity of playing members, which it is ho 
may be remedied ; and second, tho want of a better ground, 
that at Shinbashi being only adapted for practice, aud more- 
over only held from year to year by courtesy of the Railway 
Authorities, so that it may not be worth while to expend 
a large sum upon improving it, Even under these coudi- 
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tions, the events of last season show that it is possible for 
wembers eo obtain good practice at the game, to meet 
frioudly adversaries with a (wiv share of success, and to 
find on nll hands the good-will thae is happily associated 
with the game of cricket, hero as elsxowhere. 

L. P. WILLAN, 

F. HW. TREVIUTHICK, 

EDMUND GREGORY HOLTHAM. 

Tho Honorary Secretary aud Treasurer also presented 
the Balance Sheet as subjoined. 
Receirts. 

By Balance from J. Morria, Esg...........sceseeee Yen 0.70 
yy Salo of Racing Boats ..................... 99 85.00 
yy Subscriptions for 1879 .......00 sescesceee wees gp 42.00 
y» Entrance Fees aud Subscriptions for 1880... ,, 338.00 


— — 


Total of Receipts ...... Ven 465. 70 


Note.—All Subseriptions paid to Dec. 31st, 1880. 


EXPENDITURE. 
To Rent of Boathouse, November, 1879 ........ Yon 

















7.50 


y Wages of Attendant .........cccece soccscccece 99 6.00 
y» Expenses of Cricket Ground, 1879 .....scc000 5, 2.40 
» Laue, Crawford & Co., for Cricketing gear.. , 46.29 
» Laying down turf on practice ground...... ,, 115.50 
» Cost of Practice Net...ccccccccsccscccccesseses yp 8.50 
»» Expenses of Cricket Ground, 1880......0 4, 389. 

9 Stationery Postages, &c., 1880......cccccceee yp 7.88 
n» Yokohama Cricket Club, for Cricketing gear ,, 37.13 
39 Postages, 1881 .........ccccecccsscscccccccccsocees gs 0.10 





Tolal Expenditure......... Yeu 271.27 
Balance in hand.....cccooee 5, 194.43 


Yen 465.70 


Pea a ret es) a 


Note.—Liability on account of Cricketing gear for 1881, 
e ordored through the Yokohama Cricket Club 
(approx.) Yen 100. | 
EDMUND GREGORY HOLTHAM, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 
It was proposed by Mr. Strange, and seconded by Mr. 
Playfair “That the Report and Accouuts bo adopted,” 
which was carried. 
The Meeting then proceeded to elect officers for the en- 
suing year, and the ballot resulted as follows :— 
Captain. ......scccccccccesessesreekes H. TREVITHICK. 
Mon. See. §& Treas. ...00000....F. We PLAYFAIR. 
Member of Committee ......0.-F. W. STRANGE. 
The Meeting was terminated by a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman. 








YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 





The adjourned annual meeting of the Yokohama Chamber of 


Commerce was held yesterday, in the rooms of the Association, 
at 230 p.m. Present :—Mesers. D'Iffanger (chairman) Mac- 
pherson, Stiebel, Taylor, Wolff, Brent, Danlop, Watson, Gros- 
eer, Rickett, Dodds, Merian, Wilkin, Reed, and Mollison. 

Mr. D'Iffanger read the notice calling the meeting. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Mollison and seconded by Mr. 
Macpherson, “ That the minutes of the last meeting be taken as 
read, and confirmed.” Carricd unanimously. 

Mr. Dunlop then proposed that the Report of the Chamber 
should be takon as read, with the oxception of tho headings of 
itoms. 

Mr. Dodds seconded tlie motion. 

The Chairman complied with the requeat, inviting comments 
On each item: as he read it out. 

Rerort oF THE YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
FOR TH! YFAR 1880. 


The long pending question of the REVISION OF THE TARIFY has 
®gain been the most important subject which has occupied the 
altention of the Chamber during the past year. 

Tariff pu: porting to be proposed by the Japanese Government, 
Whith wan printed in the Jopar JIrrald on oth February, 1880, 
Teceivel the attention of the Committee, but in the absence of any 


ofic:al communication as to ite authenticity, it was decided not to 
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offer an opinion upon it, until—withont in any way vouching for 
ite correctness— H. B. M.'s Charge d’ Affairs, on 19th June, invited 
from the Chamber comments on the proposals as they appeared in 
the journal above named. 

In response to this. a special committees was appointed to report 
on the matter, aud at the same time expressions of opinion were 
invited both from members, aud subscribers to the Chamber's 
Market Report, who were furnished with copies of the tariff and 
the correspondence relating to it; with the result that batone | 
reply was received. 

After much consideration, a reply, as ted and circulated 
amonget members at the time, was ressed to H. B. M.'s 
Chargé d Affaires on 25th September, 1880, — by a 
request that it should be communicated to the Miu of the 
other Treaty Powers, which was complied with. 

Nothing farther has transpired in the matter, nor—without some 
definite tariff on which to offer criticisms—do the Chamber sce any- 
thing to add to this, and the exhaustive report of 2nd Jaly, 1879. 

P. x O. Postau Coxrnacr.—The reply received from H .B. M.'s 
Chargé d Affairce on 10th June, was printed at the time in the news- 
papers ; being to the effect that when renewing the P. & O. Postal 
Contract it had been decided by the Government to discontinue the 
sulwidy for the Japan line, and that though it night be — that 
ander the present arrangemonts the mail service by rm route 
would be less regular and frequent than before, the Postmaster- 
General declined to recommend the ————— incur the expense of 
reestablishing tho branch norvice between gkong and Japan. 

It in satisfactory in face of this to be able to add, that so far the 
maile have, as a rule, been delivred expeditiously by the steamers of 
the Miteu Bishi, Pacitic Mail, and Occidental and Oriental Steam- 
ship Companies. 

New TevaecrarH ReGuiarioxs.—The of the Eastern Ex- 
tension Company to the memorial addressed to on 138th January, 
alluded to at the last General Meeting, was received on 26th » 
and printed in the newspapers. 

On the 24th July, the Chamber again addressed the Directors of 
Imperial Gorernment Telegraphs on the subject of the delay and 
inconvenience attaching to the recovery of sums paid for the re- 
petition of mutilated messeges, and at the same time protested 
against the charge of $10 for registering addressses. 

The reply of Mr. Ishie, although it shows that the —— 
complained of does not emanate from the administration in Japan, 
and cannot be remediod locally, can yet hardly be deemed satisfac- 
tory to those concerned, aud it is to be hoped that the efforts 
spoken of by the Director-General, either to shorten the delay in 
recovering the refund, or to make it payable here at once, may be 
successful. - , 

The custom, as it at present existe, is certainly very unjust to 
the receivers of mutilated messages, whose transactions are thereby 
alone safficiently interfered with, without need of further vexation: 

DEPRECIATION OF THE NATIVE CURREXCY.—On 30th Ootober a 
letter was received from H. B. M.'s Charyé @ Affaires, enclosing 
copy of a memorial from the Hiogo and Osaka Chamber of Com- 
merce, relative to the injurious effeets to trade from the fluctua- 
tions in Native Paper, and requesting any further statements on 
the matter which this Chamber might be able to make. This was 
replied to, and a copy circulated among members. A subsequent 
letter was received from Mr. Kewxepy on 3rd December, detailing 
the result of his interview with Air: Oxcma. 

The policy enunciated by the Finance Minister, of 
by economy in all branches of administration so to add to the 
specie reserve as in time to bring the paper currency to a par with 
silver, is much to be commended, and it is to be hoped it will be 
adhered to ; but against the assertion that the depreciation in 
at present existing is due entirely to the balance of trade 
against Japan, the Chamber again records its protest. 

In connection with this subject the Secretary read the follow- 
ing letter, being the reply of H. B. M.'s Chargé d’A ffaires to the 


Chamber's letter of the 26th November. 
British Legation, Y 
2 December Bri 18%0. 


tT] 
With reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo I have the honor 
to state that I called by appointment on the Minixter of Fi- 
nance and discussed at length with His Excellency the actual finan- 
cial and commercial position of Japan, more especially dwelling on 
the disastrous result to trade of the violent fluctuations in the value 
of the paper currency. 

Mr. Okama, while deploring the present stagnation iu foreign 
trade, assured me that he had used his utmost cffects to provide a 
remedy. His Excellency asserted that during the past two ycars 
the Japanese Government had deatroyed paper moncy to the amouut 
of twelve willions and had placed an equal sum in fpecie on the 
market, that as these operations involved an exhausting drain on 
the Government silver resourecs without any corresponding advan- 
tage to trade, the government have adopted another sytem aut 
propose by strict cconomies in every department, by eale of Govern- 
ment Industrics, by the recovers of sums lent to private enter- 
prise, and by steadily adding to the specie reserve to bring the 
paper money to a par with silver. 

On this point His Excelleucy stated that the Specie Reserve 
which three ycars ago amounted to over thirty millions had now 
diminished to about twelve millions in epecie with about thirty 
milliops in paper yon and a farther coven willions which had been 
advanced in various quarters ; that within teu years His Broellency 
hoped to raise the xpecie reserve to about fifty millions, and to keep 
the currency iu circulation toa hundred millions, which amount 
was required a ne wauta of the country. 

With regani to the arguments alludal to by your Chamber re- 
specting the Balance of Prade, His Excellency — the opin- 
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ion contrary to the views of your Chamber that the depreciation of 
the paper currency is entirely duc to the balance of trade being 
against Japan, aod that in recent ycars an average of ten million 
dollars has been imported in excess of exports, and he further stated 
that daring the past six months the amounts received by foreigners 
for importe have, in the aggregate, exceeded the suns paid by them 
for export« by an average of thirty thousand dollars daily. 

In conclusion I may mention that the Finance Minister assured 
me of his desire to supply the fullest information within his power 
on all points connected with commerce and finance and of his 
anxiety to find a remedy for tho present unfavorable state of trade 
by which the Government and inhabitants of Japan are affected 
uriously than foreigners. 


I bave the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
J. G. KENNEDY. 


even more inj 


F. DIFFANGER Esq, 
Chairman of the General Chamber af Commerce, 
7 Yokohama. 


In reply to a question the Chairman stated that this letter 
had received no farther attention from the Committee. They 
were disappointed with it, but having expressed their views 
first of all, could do nothing more. It was felt to be useless 
to trouble Mr. Kennedy further in the matter ns Mr. Okuma 
had evidently determined to take the stand that the position of 
the currency was due to the Foreign Import Trade, and it was 
impossible to convince a man against his will. 


A RS&SPRESENTATIVE ASSOCIATION IN LONDON.—Letters have 
been received from both the Hongkong and Shanghai Chambers of 
Commerce, inviting this body to co-operate with them in furthering 
the establishment of a Committee in London of influential mer- 


commercial 
The Chamber, in reply, while ex g ite readiness to join in 
the movement, desired to be farnbehed with some particulars as 
to the constitution and workiug ef the proposed Committee, but 
has so far not received them. 

The proposal is certainly deserving of consideration, and there is 
no doubt but that by means of such an tion many questions 
might be urged more thoroughly than is now possible. 

RXSTRICTIONS ON THE LXUPORTATION OF CHEMICALS.—On 29th 
October, H. B. M.’s Acting Consul addressed the Chamber, enquiring 
whether it had any knowledge of the Japanese Government, 
interfering, or having within the last two years interfered, illegally 
with the Import trade in Chemicals and Medicines. 

After having instituted enquiries among importers, the Chamber 
replied that, though in the opinion of some concerned the Exmina- 
tion t is conducted rather strictly, yet so far as the 


Committee had been able to ascertain, no illegal restrictions appear | Fu 


to be imposed upon the trade. 

SIGNALLING THE APPROACH OF STEAMERS To THE PorT—The 

Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes communicated to the Chamber 

on 27th Se ber, particulars of a system proposed for signalling by 
rom some point on the coast (say Cape Sagami), th 

arrival of steamers bound for this which would doubtless often 


tri 
the attention of the Chante 


bound in matters by the rules of the Paris Postal Convention. 
It is understood that a meeting of is taking place in Paris, 
and the Postal authorities of this country are both sensible of the 
Se —— the carrying 

of larger-parcels by the mails. 
*  Freaxces.—The accounts for the are eminently satis- 
factory, showing a credit balance of $1,034.64 $273.37 at 


the same period last year. This result is due chiefly to the removal 
by the excess in the 
— elegram over the extra subscription levied on ite ac- 
In accordance with the resolution at the last General 
Meeting, the Chamber's T was discontinued after the end of 
February, and the extra subscri and un 

— —— the members, as shown in the Statement of Ao- 
counts. 

In view of the favourable position of the accounts, it is surzested 
for the consideration of the Chamber, that the — shared to 
— * baa ery REPORT es reduced to 10 cents per copy, 
as formerly, a e charge for half- Sra 
Travx be also reduced to 10 cents. — —— 

AleMBEES.—The alteration made in Rule No. 8 at the last 
General Meeting has produced no application for admission to mem- 
bership. 


The number of members remains the same as last year—37. 
STATISTIC3 oy Travs.—Business in Intports of all kinds has, 
especially during the latter half of the year, been seriously inter- 
fered with, and at times cutirely suspended, by the violent fluctua- 
tions in the native Currency, and the general result has been un- 
ry. It is ovident that this is an additional risk that all 
engaged in the trade must look forward to incurring. 
The volume of Tra businces has been considerably larger than 
that of any previous year, but the general outturn of shipments has 


been far from profitable to Foreign buyers, and it would appear as 
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though the increase in production here had far outstripped the 
capabilities of ite consumption in America. ; 

An abundant European crop, and large accumulations of Asiatic 
silk on the consuming markete, have militated against the Six 
trale of this port ; but towards the cloee of the year news has been 
more favourable, and considerable revival has resulted. 

Another great feature of the year has been the stimulus given to 
Native Trading Associations, formed for the purpose of pursuing 
direct trade with consuming and producing countries, and obviating 
in J the necessity of the intervention of the foreign merchant. 

Whether the bulk of them will succeed, or even survive their 
infancy, may be doubted ; that those concerned in all will buy 
their experience very dearly, is certain ; but that they may in the 


— render cult, and entail loses on the foreign 
extrem: 
——— FRED, D'IFFANGER 
January, 1881. Vice- Chairman 


YOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
Statement of Receiple and Expenditure for the year 1880. 
REcEIPTS. 
©0080 000000 000 SOS 00S OOS SEC COOSEO SEO OES $ 273.37 
Subscriptions from Members.............. 37 @ $50 1,850.00 
2 (Half-year) @ $25 50.00 


Circulars sold ... To M. 15,742 @ 124 ots. 7.75 
Do. — pba Newsies M5837 





1,900.00 








2,491.51 
Half-yearly Statistics sold. To Members, 541 
@ licents. 81.15 
” * To Non-members 
126, @ 20 cents, 25.20 
——__ 106.35 
Reports, ke, sold to Members.......<. eeeee ee8 eee Ceeeee SGeeeeeeses 8.00 
Interest allowed by the H: & : 
Bank on Current t OO 8S O06 60S SSS G2ee 6888S SHS GOS SES OCEEO 25.24 
$4,804.47 


For TxLEGRAME. 
Subsoriptions from Members SS SSS SeSSeSSosesessescese 36 @ $30 $1,060.00 








$5,884.47 
EXPENDITURE, 
Rent eeoese IILELII eeeeoeeeoe OO OG COS SOS COS OOSS OOSEESSHESCEOS OOS OCC CESS ery 
Secre ‘s Salar y SG ceeseseseeeeesecessoeseceseees Peecceccecccececece eeee e 
Printiog Circulars and Half- : — 
Quotations of General Produce for the --- 386.00 
General Printing, Adv and Subsori . 
to local newspa — — IXXXTRCCOCI 233.10 
Lists of Imports ©0066 SOS 008 SOS COS OOS 008 CSS OOS SOS OOS O8EE 72.00 
rniture and Stationery ©0008 006 008 00S OSS SeSSSS OO8 008 688868 08 S88 6888 72.44 
Offica Boys’ W, Postages and Seandries.......cccccccccccces 246.29 
Fire Insurance on $,1000 SS Ces Seseeeesceos 000000 C08 OC08 20.00 
$8,770.12 


| For TELEGRAMS. 
Remitted to London ..... 3426. 67 
Retarned to Members...... 26 payments of $18.14 $653.04 $1,079.71 








$4,894.83 

. BALAance: 
Cash cou, hand.... eecce SO Cccecsacecooe CO cccncccceeccececces cee cecccceee ce $1,084.64 
$5,884.47 


Crepir Derzxpenor. Cash on hand ............$1,084.64 
r) E. & O. E. 
Yokohama, Ist January, 1881. 

Q@. K. DAu, Secretary. 

Examined and found correct, 17th January, 1881 


F. E. Fosrs ; 
J. Rickert, >| Auditors. 


On the subject of the P. & O. Postal Contract, Mr. Wilkin 
said he believed that the punctual arrival of the mails was 
entirely due to the fact that the P. & O. steamer, as a rule, 
arrived in Hongkong in advance of her contract time, and 
that if ehe were late, our mails would suffer in consequence, 
and we were subject thus to long delays. He considered it 
strange that the British Government should have so little care 
for a trade that was important to its own interests as to leave 
the mails to be carried irregularly, and he thought the Chamber 
should maintain its expression of opinion against such an 
anomaly. 

The Chairman :—We now come to the subject of the Tele- 
graph Regulations, aud I am sorry to say that there is no 
improvement to be reported at present. : 

Mr. Mollison said that it took seven months to obtain a re- 
fund from the Telegraph Office. 

Mr. Wilkin remarked that the prohibition of the use of proper 
names was a step that had caused much trouble. ‘The excuse 
urged was that people occasionally altered them, causing much 
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difficulty to signallers. In place of them, however, they now 
allowed barbarously awkward words, no doubt belonging to 
languages, but far more incomprehensible than any proper name 
could be. As to refunds, the present system was simply a pre- 
mium on mistakes, and, it must be the experience of every onc 
that, somehow, mistakes and mutilations were far more fre- 
quent than they used to be, now that repetitions prove luora- 
tive to the Telegraph Company. 

On the subject of the import of chemicals, Mr. 
Macpherson said that all chemicals had to be sent for 
examination to the Government inspection building, which 
was situated in the Japanese quarter. The greater part, it was 
true, were sent by buyers, which did not affect foreign mer- 
chants; but if the importer had to send them, he had no 
guarantee against the risk of fire; he considered some action 
should be taken to rectify this. 

Mr. Blacpherson next proposed “ that the accounts and report 
should be adopted, printed and circulated as usual.” 

Mr. Mollison seconded the motion, which was carried un- 
animously. 

The next business was the election of a Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman to serve for the ensuing year. 

The Chairman said he was sorry that he would be unable 
again to act either as Obairman or Vice-Ohairman. A ballot 
resulted in the election of Mr. Heimann as chairman, while 
Messrs. Dunlop and Wilkin tied for vice-chairman. Each of 
these gentlemen however, expressed his inability to serve. The 
next three names were called, vis: Messrs. Mollison, Taylor 


and Macpherson, bat each expressed his inability, owing to | 


want of time. 

After some little conversation, however, Mfr. Mollison agreed 
to accept the post. _ 

The following gentlemen were elected to serve on the Com- 
mittee. Messrs. D'Iffanger, Stiebel, Taylor, Wilkin, Wolff, 
Reed, and Gay. 

Mr. Macpherson said it was evident that currency was not 
depreciated by the excess of imports, but owing to utter want 
of reliance felt in it. He proposed that the Minister should 
request Mr. Okuma to give his attention to the recently publish- 
ed statistics, in which it was shewn that exports at present exceed- 
ed imports. Now lately imports had been very small and exports 
large, but nevertheless satsu did not improve bat on the oon- 
trary fell, which was a contradiction to the views of Mr. 
Okuma. 

Mr. Wilkin said the Committee had again and again brought 
the subject to the notice of the Ministers and had pointed out 
that their views are diametrically opposed to those of Mr. 
Okuma. Last year the depreciation put thirty per cent. on the 
value of all imported articles. Now it was seventy per cent. 
and everything was tending to produce distress.It was well known 
that all staples such as rice, &c, were dearer, and that the depre- 
ciation of satsu affected all the classes. An immense amount 
of gambling was done now in satzu : every dealer participated 
which showed what a bad state trade wasin. He thought 
that there were many measures which [the Japanese Govern - 
ment might take to help their people. He referred to the 
losses sustained by fires, and the want of better roads. Atten- 
tion to this would do more to help the country than theese ficti- 
tious attempts to prove that the balance of trade affected the cur- 
— and quite surpassed the question of a 5 or 10 per cent 


— Dunlop said that roads ‘and tramways were being cou- 
stracted ; it would be better to congratulate the Government 
on what ‘they had done already. 

Afr. Watson said that as to the statement that no satisfactory 
results had occurred from the excess of exports over imports, 
this had only happened in the last two months, and it must be 
remembered that natives as a rule buy under contracts for de- 
livery, for which they have to provide. He had no doubt that 
if trade continues on its present basis a marked improvement 
would soon be visible. Mr. Okuma appeared to recognise that 
the evil affected foreigners and Japanese equally, which was a 
hopeful sigu that remedial mensures would soon be taken; in 
fact he had reason to believe they were under weigh already. 

The Chairman said that while on the subject he would again 
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draw attention to the statement of Mr. Okuma that the de- 


| preciation of paper currency was due entirely to tho balance of 


trade having been Jately so much against Japan. It was 
evident from the speeches of the Ministry that they were 
endeavouring to foster this belief among their countrymen and ~ 
that acting on it themselves would try all in their power to 
interfere with the Import Trade. Although it conld not be 
denied that the excess in Imports over Exports had to some 

extent affected the curioncy, the real cause of its deprecia- 

tion lay in tho reckless manner in which it had been 
issued without any regard to a specie reserve and to the 

consequent waut of confidence felt in it. He taok the oppor- 
tunity of emphatically protesting against the situation being 
entirely ascribed to foreign trade (Hear, Hear). 

Mr. Wateon was sorry to differ, but he considered that the 
balance of trade had sumething to do with the depreciation. 
It was his belief that the paper cnrrency was not too 
much, but that it was even scarcer than the precious 
metals. The drain of the Intter conclusively showed that 
the balance of trade was against tho country. We know 
that this depletion is due to foreign trade, though the articles 
imported benefited the country. As to the depreciations of 
the currency, Governmeut had in this a serious source of dis- 
comfort, prejudicial both to home and foreign trade. But on 
the other hand, what advantages had the Government obtained ? 
Before the issue of the paper currency the country was hope- 
leasly insolvent. But now the whole debt was centralised and 
extinguished in a manner which must eventually prove benefi- 
cial. Pensions which had been granted ages ago continued from 
father to son, aud might have done so until doomeday, bat they 
were commuted, in some instances for a tithe of their amount, 
and iu a way that could never have been done in any other 
country. For that issue of paper currency Government had 
already a good equivalent to slow, and it was now in its power 
to foster trade. 

Mr. Wilkin remarked that the action of Government in 
commuting pensions in the manner described seemed to him to 
be more a smart struke of buxiness than a clever financial 
operation; any one with similar powers could have done it. If 
Mr. Okuma’s programme weite carried out, it might possibly 
succeed, but it would appear that while talking of economies 
Government was actually assisting the various newly-started 
Trading Companies. If the country were bankrupt before the 
issue of the paper currency, as asserted by Mr. Watson, it was 
certainly just as bankrupt now. 

Mr. Watson explained that in his opinion Mr. Macpherson’s 
proposal was premature. It would be far better to wait and 
see, as he had suggested before, whether the improvement in 
exports was to be permanent: to see how contracts were made 
for the future. 

Mr. Macpherson said that it must be well-known to all the 
importers in the Chamber that just now it was imposible to 
get the native dealers to make contracts. In fact, many goods 
previously contracted for were lyiug unclaimed in godowns, 
One day traders say that they cannot take delivery as kinsatsu 
have falleu, aud the next they ask one to wait as kinsaten have 
risen and are still going up. If Government were to givea 
distinct pledge to redeem eatzu, even at a discount, it would 
obviate the difficulty now experienced. 

Mr. Watson replied that quite recently the Government did 
this, practically, hy issuing specie bonds bearing interest, and 
redeemable in a fixed time.. Yet, although a high rate of inter- 
est was offered, few applications for these bonds were made, 
which bore out his previous statement that the paper currency 
wns far from being too large for the requirements of the 
country. Paper money commands a high rate of interest now, 
while many native bankers will not advance on gold or silver. 

Mr. Macpherson said that that was very likely, because at the 
time of advancing, satzu might be 170, while when the time of 
redeeming came they might have falleu to 200. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 

Mr. Macpherson then proposed that the price of the circulars 
should be reduced for members only. From a rough calculation 
based on the accounts, he believed this could bedone. The 
price to be charged could be fixed afterwards. 
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The motion was seconded by Mr. Stizbel, and carricd 
unanimously, 

Mr. Wilkin asked if it were in the province of the Chambor to 
take steps against the combinations of native traders. If ono- 
’ half or one-third of the leading foreign firms would do tho same, 
he would promise to refuse to sell to anyone connected with 

these combinations, 

Mr. Macpherson said that his own experience taught him that 
such combinations are never stuccesssful amongst Europeans ; 
it was also following the bad examp'e set by natives. More- 
over, it would be impossible to tell if a man wero buying for 
himeelf or tho combination : if for the luttcr, he could easily 
do it through a broker. It would bo far more important, if 

‘ possible, lo oblain news as to whother tl:e Government is really 
supporting the Trading Companies, 

In reply to a question from Mr. Dunlop, the Chairman said 
that nothing further had been beard from the Hongkong Cham- 
ber of Commerce as to the question of legalisiug the Japanese 
yen in Japan. 

Mr. Dodds said that there was a feeling that the Chamber of 
Commerce telegram was wantod ayain. It was abolished last 
year, but several members thonght it might be ronewed and he 
considered the feeling of the Chamber should be ascertained. 
He would put his suggestion in the form of a motion. 

Mr. Macpherson said that this was the first year for a long 
period that the funds had been in a prosperous state, aud this 
was due to the discontinuance of the telegram. 

Mr. Watson seconded Mr. Dodds’ motion. The 
came from an independent source at home, and could thus be 
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The races in the Autumn were fairly successful and afforded 
some nmuscnent, but the committees trust that, on future oc- 
casions, the younger members of the club will take a more pro- 
minent part. 

During the building of tho Club House the boats and pro- 
perty of tho club are stored in a godown kindly lent by Messrs. 
Mollisou, Fraser & Ou, . 

In accordance with a resolution passed at the extraordinary 
meeting in September, the question of bathing accommodation has 
been left tu be decided at thia, the Annual General Meeting, and it 
is to be hoped that members generally will be prepared to offer 
suggestions which may assist the new committce. ; 

ithe present boats of the club are 5 four oars, 2 pair onrs, 1 
aix-oared gig and 4 culling boats, &c. These have all been 
put in thorough repair during the past year, and are now in an 
efficient state. A new four-oar has been ordered from Hong- 
kong, similar to the last one, and a fresh supply of oars and 
sculls from London. 

Your Committee havo to note, with pleasare, how well the 
members, both active and honorary, have supported the club 
ae the past year, in spile of the inconveniences they have 

n put to. 

On the Ist January of 1881 there were 63 active and 388 
honorary members, exclusive of absentees. 

It will be noticed that the working expenses of the year are 
heavy in comparison with former ones, owing to the frequent 
changes of location, but the condition of the finances of the 
clul) may be considered satisfactory. 

The Committee wish ayain to express publicly their thanks 
to the Ken Rei and the Bourd of Consuls for the kind assistance 
they afforded the clab in obtuining the present site. 

The term of office of your Commitiee having expired, they 
now place their resignation in your hands. 


Yoxrouama Amateur Rowina OLun. 
SumMany or ACCOUNTS FOR TUB Year 1880. 
































well relied upon. They were worth the money for the uews By eiptione from Or. 
they brought, and were most useful in checking privute advices, | °Y eu va pave 
Mfr. Rood proposed an amendment to the effect that if any) "gaan da 80 ak ore, © BORD 
members wished for a telegram they should subscribe for it Tokio .......... oo ZOE 10. 20.00 
themselves. i Entrance —— — — ——— 70.00 
— Mollison seconded this amondinont, which was carried.| ,, sale of jerseys, ribbon, &c.. — pune eee Brrr 
i proceedings then terminated with a vote of thanks -to} :» ™: Of old boathouse ............ccccccscccsccecssccssceces 300.00 
° » ioterest from B. & 8. Bank ..... — 7.44 
ee ee eat Omer: » 60 dobentares af $50 each ........sccssssseccncceceece cece 2,500.00 
YOKOHAMA AMATEUR ROWING CLUB. Dr. — 
The Yokohama Amateur Rowing Clab held its adjourned | 7® debit balance at 12th January, i $299.33 
Auuual meetiug, at the Grand Hotel, on Wednesday last night.| ', cost of rhed at Benten Hatoba ......ssscssoorsencens 45.00 
There was a guod attendance of members including Mesara. | » cost of supply of jerseys..............cccccccssocoseces aise usvuawe 117.33 
Litchfield, (Captain) Wood (Hon. Sec.,) Hepburn, Playfair, F. ” — “eo 0. * eecccvccce Pere erccccccccces sues 
A. — Gordon, Lewis, Symes, Sutter, Maxwell| ” * 
Beruard, V. ie Irwin, Boag, Walter, Dare, Glennie Ric- “ bathing eeecccccce OP er ee rece cevecccccccbeccsccoccece 75.00 
Kelt, Boruard, Mitchell, Haselwood, Lovell, Hodges, Dodds, |” “Saat sundly pektion ere anies oll matahes, 
Till, Thomson and ofhers. » repairs to stages, bathing boat, &o. S428 


advertising and stationery 00 000 008 000000008000 cee 00s 000 Ose 008 see 24.64 
: collecting suLecriptions CO COO GOS O00 000 008 COs COORDS COS ELS CeOCES CEES 18.00 
of godown on French Hatoba ..................... 140.00 


. Mr. Litehfiel’ on being voted tu the chair, read the minutes 
of the last meeting, and then the following 





: Repout ror 1880, » ground rent from 13th Deo., 1880, to lst Jan. 1882...... 48.08 

" Ia laying before the Annual General Meoting the Reportand| ” repairs —— .... ———— 105.00 
ts for the past year 1880, your Committee havo the plea- : payment Se band wail ARNG Tata SRR RE Nas * 

sure of congratulating members upon tho fact that the club has » . »_ account new club house .................. 500.00 

obtained a permanent local habitation. nm Placed on fixed deposit ...........ssesscsesseesencccee AAANN 600.00 

- Atan extraordinary mevting held on the 10th September, Halance ....... — — — — ase. 180.38 

the members wore informed that the club had obtained the 

promise of a site ou the Fronch hatoba, and your Connnitte: 4,011.44 

are now happy to stute that the lease thereof was sigued on the £0. B. 

16th December. The lease is the usual yearly one, but contains @. C. WOOD, 


an undertaking frum tho Kencho, that if the club is called upon 


—— the premises within a period of 5 years, the Kencho Yokohama, 2nd February, 1881. 





— to the club the yon 1,560 expouded on the Bund DePENDENCTxa, re. 
stone rege ; ; At Debit Balance due for new club house................. $1,250.00 
: © same meeting your Committee were empowered tu an: oa ; 
raise by debentures the sum of $2,500 for the purposo of build- | At Crodit—Cuth balanco a8 abOV6 ...cescessessesseesees-......... $ 180.38 
ing the new Club House, aud they have been able to raiso that Pe Amouut on fixed Deposit........ccccccccesceceoceccce, 1,000.00 


amount without difficulty at 8 per cent. interest. 

With the assistance of Messrs. Andersen, Dodds, aud W. B. 
Walier, your Committec, after carefully consideriug soveral 
plans aud estimates submitted to them, decided to necept n 
contract for building a bund wall from a J apancse, Watanabe 
Kikujiro, at yen 1,560, and another from Maruyama Haukichi, 
to build the Club House for $1,750. ‘ho former is now com. 
pleted, and work on the latter bas boon commenced, aud will 

ly be completed by the end of February. The cost of 
the new Club House inclules the material of the old qodoron. 

To enablo members to enjoy rowing during the Autumn 
months, and to have sume club races, the old gedown on this 
Hatobe was altered to meet the requirements of the club at an 
expense of $105.. 


1,180.88 

The Chairman said that in the erection of the new bon(house. 
the Commitice lind done their utnist to mako the plans coin- 
cide with the best interests of the commuuity and those of 
holders of bund lots. Mr. Meimaun bad stipulated that the 
new buildiny shouid nt exceed the o'd in length or height, and 
a plan had been preparod wccordiugly. He (Mr. Litchfield) could 
assure the mceting that every tltempt had been made to render 
the building suitable, aud he was sorry lo hear that some dis- 
saliafuction had been expressed on the subject, though nothing 


had reached him officially. 


Google 
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The Hon. Secretary read the correspondence with Mr. Hei- 
mann, agreeing that the new building was to be coterminous in 
length and height with the old one, after which, 

Mr. Bennett proposed and Mr. Gordon seconded, that the 
accounts should be passed, and the motion was carried nem-con. 

The Chairman, in accordance with his notification at the last 
meeting suggested to add to Rule 11, the words “with power 
to add to their number.” Mr. Rickett seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimously. 

Some amendments to Rule 18, proposed by Mr. Hamilton on 
the subject of the admission of Visitors were, in his absence, 
read, but the first being couched in somewhat ambi,uous terms 
was putaside. The second proposal was that if the Kobe Re- 
ereation and Athletic Club were willing to reciprocate any 

mombor of that and the Yokohama Clubs whose business kept 
him now in Kobe, now in Yokohama, might pay half subscrip- 
tion to each Club. 

This was proposed by Mr. Hamilton and seconded by Mr. 
Walter and was carried by 16 to 8. 

Mr. Wood proposed that Visitors to Yokohama, after being 

and seconded in the usual manner, should be allowed the 
use of the Club house boats and property for one mouth, bat 
not be allowed to compete iu races. 

Mr. Rickett seconded the motion, which was carried nem con. 

The next step was to elect officersfur the ensuing season 
which resulted in the following being chosen. 


Captain .......ccccccccccccccscccccooel®. Litehfield. 
Hon. Secretary...... s.cecccccecee 99 Mood. 
Committee ......ccccccrcscccsscece 9, Hassel wood. 
— — — —2— 
Baelur. 


The Chairman said that the question: of bathing still remain- 
ed, and it was one which presented some difficulties. However, 
there was no immediate hurry and doubtless some good scheme 
could be hit on before the bathing season began. Any sugges- 
tion would be most gladly received by the Committee. He 
thought himeelf the must feasible plan would be to lash two 
lighters together and build, ou the platform thus obtained, a 
house of adequate stability. Mr. Ricketthad taken soundings 
which showed that sixty yards frow the end of the hatoba, 
clear water with a good depth and no seaweed could be obtain- 
ed. The old buat used to be over 200 yards from the shore. 

Mr. Walter proposed that the Committesc should draw up 
plans and estimates and submit them to a future meeting. 

Mr, Mitchell seconded the motion which was carried nem con. 

On a vote of thanks being accorded to the retiring Com- 
mittee Mr. Litchfield said he must express his gratitude at the 
honor the members had done him by re-electing him. Nuw they 
had their boat-houso he trusted that the season would be very 
successful, but he would remind them that they would have to 
work hard to ensure this. 

The proceedings then terminated. 








ORIOLES. 





(From the Japanese.) 





Over tho rippling river 
That wimplos down the dell, 
Blossomy branches miugle, 
Weaving their arches well, 
Weaving and interweaving, 
And mirrored in its flow ; 
While Orioles aro singing, 
And Oricles are winging 
Their way thro’ blossom-snow,— 
Ay ; in the rippling river 
Where shadow-brinches quiver, 
And phantom-flowers grow, 
They're flitting, flitting, flitting, 
And lilting to and fro! 
F. B. H. 
Tokio, 4th February 1881. 
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SHANGHAI LETTER. 
Suanciar, January 25th, 1881. 

We are close upon China New Year now, and the natives are 
closing up all possible outstanding accounts, with a view to the 
usual annual balancing of books. Business generally bas been 
better during the winter than was expected, owing to more 
favourable news about the Russo.-Chinese difficulty giving 
buyers of imports more confidence, and there seems every 
likelihuod of the critical new year time passing over with- 
out any great commercial crash. However, the largest native 
dealer in greou Teas, who has been established in business here 
for a great number of years, had to close his doors. The 
excitement among the uative Teamen was very considerable. 

It appears that the foreigu woollen trade in China is threat- 
ened with the first approach of extinction, as Tso Tsung Tang’s 
Woollen Manufactory, of Tan-chow Foo in Kan-sah, is at length 
in working order, and turns out already a coarse sort of cloth, 
with which it is intended to cluthe the Northern soldiers. Aa 
yet there is nothing much to dread from the production of this 
factory, but the out-turn of material will no doubt increase in 
both quantity aud quality as experience is gained and further 
machinery brought into work, uutil it has some effect upon the 
purchase of foreign cloth. The great safety for foreign tradera 
is that official jubbury will interfere with the proper and econo- 
mical working of the factory, but still it is not impossible that 
if the Tan-chow Fou factury proves a success, wo shall see 
others established in favourable parts of the country. In Kan- 
sah wool can be procured for next to nothing, and so long as 
the local demand is maintained, the financial result should be 
good. Referring to an industry like this reminds me that 
Japanese matches may be obtained now anywhere in this pro- 
vince. I myself bought some in a wretched little village nearly 
200 miles from Shanghai the other day, at a price that must 
bring them well within the means of the ordiuary natives ; and 
as the Chinese do not possess the wood wherewith to make mat- 
chea, the Japanese manufacturers ougit to coutinue to make 
a good thing out of this trade. 

We have had another shocking shipping disaster here. It is 
only too true that 

“When sorrows come, 
They come not single spies, but in battalions,” 

for we no sooner got over the burning of the Bombay, which 
followed a long list of shipping casualties, than we are horri- 
fied by the sad accident that has happened to the British barque 
Chinaman. She seems to have been fur long an unfortunate 
vessel. When she came here in December 1879 she got on 
shore in the Whang-poo when on her way to Whampoa with a 
cargo of grain, and just as she was being towed off from the 
bank a Chiua Merchants Co's steamer ran into her and dam- 
aged her so that ehe had to discharge her cargo and go 
into dock. When her repairs were finished she was leaving 
the dock whon she was again ruu into by another vessel 
aud sustained further damage. She eventually sailed for Lon- 
don, aud on the 2nd August left again for Shanghai, and 
afver au exceptionally tedious and boisterous passage, anchored 
close to the Amherst Rocks; at the month of the river, almost 
at her destination, on Friday last, the 2lst instant. While at 
auchor she was run into by the steamer Craiglands, bound from 
this port to Nagasaki, being cut clean to the kelson. The 
Chinaman began to siuk at once, and two of the crew 
just mauaged to scramble on board the Craiglande, when 
the Chinaman went down in about 6 fathomsof water. 
The majority of her crew took to the rigging, but Captain 
Mackenzie, his wife and three of the crew were unable to 
leavo the deck, and were drowned. Such was the state of the 
weather aud the foree of the tide that it was impossible 
for a boat to reach tho wreck. The boatswain and 
the apprentice of the barque who contrived to get on board 
the ste.mer, courageously volunteered to go off in a boat 
to the rescue of the captain aud his wife, and in this 
attempt they were joined by the chief and third engineers and 
the second mate of the Craiglands, aud touk the life-boat for 
the purpowe. But the boat never reached the wreck, aud it was 
thought that she must have been capsized and all in her lost, 
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In the meantime the wretched crew in the rigging were suffer-| interior of the steamer was badly burnt. The fire is believed 


ing agonies from the cold, and it was actually five hours before 
the wreck was reached by a boat. The carpenter of the 
Chinaman, au elderly man who was suffering from three broken 
ribs at the time, succumbed while in this dreadfal situation, and 
when the survivors eventually were taken off the ship, his body 
was left in the rigging. The Craiglands stayed by the wreck 
all Friday night and during Saturday morning, and then 
returned to Shanghai, without having seen anything of the 
missing buat. The Custom's revenue cruiser was at once sent 
in search of the life boat, but retarned unsuccessful, and the 
crew of brave men were generally given up an lost. However, 
we this morning heard the welcome news that they had been 
picked up by a Chinese junk and were safe with the exception 
of one, as the unfortunate chief engineer, ‘Mr. Bristow, had 
died from exposure. 

Shooting trips are the order of the day at present, and very 
enjoyable they are, as the weather has been remarkably fine 
for several months past. Game is scarce, and the best shots 
find it extremely difficult to make a bag that would have been 
Gespised a few years ago. 

We have now got Signor Oagli's Italian Opera Company with 
as again, and have three or four performances every week. 
is rather too much for the community, as Signor Cagli 
finds to his cost, for at the representation of Lucresia Borgia 
last Satarday, there were only aboat fifty people in the theatre 
altogether. The Company is much stronger than it was last 
year, and we bave now two prima donna and two tenors. 
Among them we have our old favourites, Signor Genolini, and 
Signori Berjameschi aud Bagagiolo. I suppose the Company 
will be here for another three weeks, and they will be succeed- 
ed by the Loftus Dramatic Company, so that the theatre will 
be occupied till the middle of March, and our A.D.C. have 
a long holiday. If our Amateurs could only give us another 
piece equal to the performance of “She Stoops to Conquer” 
in December last, we should most heartily welcome their re- 
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REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Lowpox, 8rd February, 1881. 
Tho debate on the necessity of coercion iu Ireland oun- 
tiuues and a prolonged sitting is likely. 
On the Greck frontier question affairs are more pacific. 
London, 22nd January.—A Chilian army has occupied 
Lima and Callao after two great and decisive battles, in 
which 7,000 Peruvians were killed.—N. C. Daily News. 








MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


— — — — — — — — — 

We learn that the O. & O. steamer Gaelic left San Francisco 
for Yokohama on the 22nd January, and may be expected hore 
avout the 15th-instant. The same company’s steamer Ovcanic, 
which left this port on the 8th of January, reached San Fran- 
gisco on the 23rd idem, a very quick passage indeed. 

The 0. & 0.8. 8. Belgic, left Hongkong for Yokohama on 
Tuceduy, the lat instant. 


_ The M. M. ste. Menzaleh, with the European Mails to the 
26th December on board, left Hongkong for this port at six 
o'clock on Wednesday evening. 


A small coasting steamer, the Yezo Maru, with a numbor of 
passengers and acargo of rice from Shimidzu, arrived on Tuesday 
afternoon lust at about balf-pust one, and anchored opposits the 
lighthouse, Benten. Half-an-bour afterwards, when thu hatches 
were opened, it was discovered that the vessel was on fire in 
the neighbourhood of the engiue room, and had evidently been 
buruing slowly fur some timo. The admission of air into the 
interior rapidly fanned the flames and it became apparent that 
the only way to save tho hull was to boach the vessel and 
let water into the hold, which was doue as quickly ius 
powible. Assistance was sent from neighbouring ships 
and cargo bonts from the shore. A few loads of rice were taken 
oat, but the majority is damaged by the water which had been 
let in to within eight feet of the vessel’a dock. Iu the course of 
half-an-hour the flames were got under, but not before the 
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to have originated in the coal bunkers. 


The terrible subject of fires would, but for its seriousness, be 
worn threadbare ere now this wiuter. However accustomed to it 
we may be there is something appalliug in a conflagration, some- 
thing which impresses us with a certain feeling of helplessness, 
which no amount of experience can ever entirely dissipate, 
On Saturday and Sunday last Tokio was visited by yet-another 
fire, and yesterdny on Monday we were startled by the news of 
fire on the Bluff. 

Investigations proved it to be at No. 63, a house, we under. 
stand, of recent construction. The fire originated in the mom- 
ban’s quarters and though this was burnt all danger was con- 
sidered over, when a spark driven by the wind alighted on the 
roof of the house, which at once ignited. Had there been any 
supply of water one or two buckets might have obviated the 
catastrophe. But water could not be obtained and the house was 
deatroyed, luckily without the flames communicating to any 
other building. 


It is not often a Chinaman gives himself a holiday. Asa 
rule he seems to enjoy a steady plodding existence, grudging 
no labour for the most insignificant returns, and making money 
where a white man would starve. “Businces first and pleasure 
afterwards” must surely have been originally uttered bya 
Chinaman. But when he does take his holiday he lays himself 
out to enjoy it thoroughly. 

Chinese New Year began after midnight of Saturday last. It 
was then too late to do much, and we saw no illuminations and 
heard only a few crackers. All yesterday, however, one met 
Chinese all bound on visits to their friends houses, each one 
with a packet of his “cards,” an oblong slip of thin red paper 
with his name written on it. Now is the time when all the 
“store clothes” are produced, some from wardrobes and boxes, 
many from the guardianship of “my uncle,” for it is by no 
means unusual for a Chinaman to pawn all his best clothes 
from one New Year's day to the next. Be that as it may, all the 
Chinese we meet are gorgeous in bright silk or satin, in 
substantial looking cloth robes lined with lamb's wool ; and in 
short jackets of far or sables, a costume that has always 
appeared to us particularly handsome. In what we call 
Chinese town, there is not much appearance of gaiety. 
Houses are hung with lauterns, but the general style cannot be 
compared with the imposing show on the occasion of the Em- 
peror of China's birthday ; but then, a large part of Chius towa 
is represented now by a heap of charred timbers and ashes, 0 
that we must not expect too much. It is still the custom in 
the rural districts for Japanese to keep new year by the old 
style, which follows the Chinese calendar: nor is this custom 
confined to the country, as we uoticed great deocoratious in 
Honcho and Bentendori, while the meu-of-war in harbour dis- 
played the Japanese flag. As we write our ears are ringing 
with salvoes of crackers by whose assistance the evil one is to 
be frightened away from Celestial dwellings. 


Tho following is a draft programme for the Spring Aleeting 
of the present year; the days of runuing are not yet fixed :— 


Frasr Day. 


1.—For Japan ponies that have never run in a race in Tokio 
or Yokohama. Weight as per scale. Five furlongs. 
2.—For China ponies that bave never won a race. Weight 
ax per scale. Bond fide griffins, 7 lbs. allowance. Ouce round. 
3.—For Half-breds that have never won a race in Tokio or 
Yokobama. Weight as per scale. Five furlongs. 
4.—For Japan ond China ponies. Weight as per scale. 
China ponies, 10 lbs. extra. Three-quarters of a mile. 
b.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Half a mile. 
— Half breds. Weight us per scale. Three-quarters 
OT A mile. 
7.—For China ponics. Weight as per scale. Winners at 
the meciing, 7 lbs. extra. One and a quarter miles. 
| $.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners at 
the meetin, 7 lbs. extra. ‘Three-quarters of a mile. 


Seconp Day. 


1.—For Japan ponies that have never won a race in Tokio 
or Yokohama. eiglit as per scale. Half a mile. 
_ 2.—For China ponies that have never won a race at a meet- 
a — the N. R.O. Weight as per scale, Once round and & 
nce. 
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3.—For Half-vreds. Weight as per scale. Wiuner of No. 6 
on first day excluded. Half a mile. : 

4.—For Japan and China ponies. Weight as per scale. Half 
a mile. ‘ ‘ . 

5.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Wiuners of one 
race at the meeting, “ibs. extra; of two or more races, 10]bs. 
extra. Once round. — ; 

6.—For China ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners at 
the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. Oue and a half miles. 

7.—For Half-breda. Weight as per scale. Winners of one 
race at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra; of two or more races, 10 lbs. 
extra. Once round and n distance. 

8—For Japan and China ponies. Weight as por scale. 
Non-starters and wiuners at the meeting exclu China 

ies, 10 Iba. extra. Ponies that have never won a race, 7 ibs. 
allowance. Once round. 
Turirp Day. 


1.—Champion Race for Japan ponies. Weight as per acale. 
Once round. 

2.—Champion Race for China ponies. Weight as per scale. 
One and a quarter miles. 

8.—Champion Race for Half-breds. Weight as per scale. 
Once round. 

4.—For all Japan and China ponies that have never won a 
race, and are not otherwise entered at the meeting, to be ridden 

members of the N. R. C. who have never a winning 

mount. Weight for Japanese ponies, 11st. ; for Uhiua pouies, 
12nd. Once round. 

6.—Consolation Race for Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Five — 

6.—Consolation Race for China Ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Once round. — 

7.—Cousolation Race for Half-breds. Weight as per scale. 
Three-quaters of a mile. 

8.—A handicap for all ponies. Once round. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


(The —— Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
e native papers, occasionally supplemented from 


sources of information, and are carefally collated and 


edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFIOIAL. 
Notification No. 7 B. 
To the Local Governments in Cities and Prefectures, with 
exception of Tokio Fu. Formerly, whenever newspapers, 
periodicals, or pamphlets &c. were published, two copies of 
them used to be forwarded to the Zushio-kioku (Board of 
Publication) but it is hereby notified that they shall henceforth 
be forwarded to the Bureau of Police. 

MarsuxaTa Masayosnt, 
’ Minister for the Interior. 


2 


February 2nd, 1881. 

The first meeting connected with the Second National In- 
duatrial Exhibition in the public gardens of Uyeno, was held on 
the afternoon of the 27th ultimo His Imperial Highness Prince 
Kita-Shirakawa presiding as Chief Commissioner, and, His 
Excellency Sano, Minister of Finance as Vice Commissioner. 
Mr. Ishiwara and many other officials connected with the 
commission were present. 

His Excellency Matsukata, Minister for the Interior, visited 
the Tokio Fucho office on the afternoon, of the 28th ultimo 
where he held a conference with the Governor and Secretaries as 
to the style of buildings to be re-built in those places that have 
been burnt down by the recent great fire, and also as to the 
assistance to be rendered to the poor sufferers from the con- 
flagration. In order to consider those subjects a special meeting, 
consisting of Representatives from the fifteen (divisions into 
Which Tokio is divided was held in, the Assembly Hall of 
the Fucho on Saturday last. 

We take the following from a native paper :— Not long ago 
Government proposed a veries of questions connected with the 
revision of treaties for the consideration of the Osaka Chamber 
of Commerce. The propositions received due attention aud a 
memorial upon them was returned, framed in such an excellent 
manner, that it has rendered the greatest assistance in the 
Negotiations now under way. As this result is due to the 
Public spirit of the merchants of Osaka, Government has sent 
the sum of five hundred yen to the Chamber, to be expended 
in a suitable manner, as a recognition of the servico performed.” 

We notice in the Akebono Shinbun that His Excellency Sanjo, 
Prime Miuister, gave a graud New Year's banquet at his 
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private residence fur three days from the 29th ultime, to 
the 2nd instant. The Juuior Prime Ministers, the Pricy 
Councillors, the leading members of the different Departments, 
and the Foreign Representatives &c. were invited. : 

His Excellency Okuma, Privy Councillor, who has been stay- 
ing at the Atami hot springs for some time, left there on the 
17th ultimo for Shisueka, accompanied by Mr. Governor 
Shima Korekiyo of the prefecture of Iwate. His Excellency 
will visit Kakegawa, but his reasons fur this trip are at present 
unknown. 

A native journal states that the censorship of newspapers 
has lately been transferred to the Police Bureau. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the Presidents of the dif- 
ferent Judicial Courts are shortly to hold a meeting in the Jud- 
icial Department, to consider the best way of enforcing the new 
criminal code and the code for the administration of justice. 
When they have decided, both codes will be enforced without 
delay. 

The same paper says that the new premises for the Govorn- 
ment Printing Office being completed were occupied on the Ist 
instant, when the opening ceremony was performed in pre- 
sence of the Miuister of Finance. The buildings were opened 
to the public at 8 am. the same day. 

Mr. Kitagaki, the new Goveruor of Kioto, left for his post 
on the Ist instant. 

Mr. Makimura, the ex-Governor of Kioto, has been offered 
an appointment as a member of the Senate, but it is said that 
he will not accept it intending to remain in Kioto, to embark 
in business. Mr. Arashi, sakan of the 1st class of the Kioto Fu, 
will shortly resign his appointment. He intends opening a 
large chemist’s store. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that the Foreign Department is re- 
ported to have decided that, with the view to diminish the num- 
ber of officials abroad, Ministers will remain only in those coun- 
tries which are brought into close correspondence with Japan, 
while they will, at the same time, manage diplomatic affairs in 
other and neighbouring countries as well. There will only be 
one secretury and assistant-secretary at each legation. 

The Aainichi Shinbun says that the Prime Ministers and the 
Privy Councillors are shortly going to entertain Rear Admiral 
Baron Stackleberg, and many other officers of the Russian 
men-of-war now in harbour, at the Euriokwan. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

The Japanese training ship Rixyokwan left for Australis on 
Wednesday morning, her engines having undergone a thorough 
testing, and all repairs &c., being completed. She has two foreign 
officers on board, Captain Willan and Navigating Lieutenant 
James, both of the Naval College, baving been appointed to her. 
A number of Cadets form part of her crew, and her lengthy 
cruise should resalt in their becoming well instructed in their 
daties. 

Port Admiral Nakamuda went to Yokosuka yesterday morn- 
ing in the Moshunkwan to inspect the men-of-war, and he will 
remain there for three days. 

The Choya Shinbux states that the Tokio and Osaka arsenals 
havo been ordered by the Minister of War to use iron produced 
in Japan horeafter as much as possible, instead of imported ore. 

According to a native paper the Rixjokwan, which left 
Yokohama on Wednesday morning for Australia, will spend six 
months on her cruise. 

We learn froma native source that the War Department 
calculates the number of recruits required this year for the 
seven military divisions, (the latter being in Hakodate), as 
follow. For active service; infantry, 8,730 men; cavalry, 
126 men ; artillery, 530 men ; engineers, 266 meu ; commissariat, 
125 men and 15,000 coolies. For the reserve : infantry, 7,890 
men; cavalry, 76 moun; artillery, 442 men; engineers, 221 
men ; aud commissariat 125 men and no coolies. These figures 
give a total of 33,521 meu. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A native journal states that the silk trade in Yokohama 
has been rather active since about 26th ultimo as many foreign 
mercantile houses commenced to buy, and large quantities of 
deliveries were made. Silk, valued at $580, under the trade 
mark of a Fowl, was delivered to No.3 from Ono Son & Co., 
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and eome valued at $580, under the trade mark of the 
Chrysanthemum, frem Ikedaya. In tho native town, Sage-ito 
and Kakedas were both purchased for the purpose of direct 
export. 

In imports, cotton yarn is very dull, aud according to the 
qualities of stuffs, some have declined by $0.50 in value, and no 
business is donc. Owing to the old Japanese New Year's day 
which is still obeerved in the interior, uo busiuess is transacted, 
and it therefure will be some time before the present dull 
condition will be improved. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says : The Sailing Ship Company, 
which was recently started, is getting on very well. The com- 
pany only commenced their business transactions at the begin- 
ning of November, and a dividend for two months, at the rate 
of 35 per cent per annum has just Leen declared, much to the 
satisfaction of the sharebolders. 

The same paper writes as follows: “Mr. Godai Tomoateu 
has been long highly desirous of condacting direct trade, and 
his arrangements for this step are gradually being made com- 
plete. The object of Consul Maida having beon lately sent to 
France was chiefly to open the way for Direct Trade, aud as 
we hear the present time is ripe for ite practice, this is really a 
mater of congratulation.” 

The following is the monthly return of the exports and im- 
ports at all the open ports of Japan during the month of De- 
cember last :— 

Exports ....000..-sccccccscccccccsccsccsssccees YON 3,047,925.86 











Tmports .......cccccscssssesescee os —— » 2,608,615.09 
Guten Huse Herons apron ia 
feet 

Excess of export ..........ccccsceses yen 727,924.18 


The Nichi Nichi Shinbux writes as follows :—“It has been 
proposed that all the mines that are in possession of the Public 
Works Department should be worked on larger scales. In 
order to improve the Sado miues (silver) a steam engine 
of sixty horse power, and various sorts of instruments for 
blasting, etc., are shorily to ho sent there.” 

According to native sources rice is rather active, and 3,600 
koku of Yetchin, Yechigo, and Shonai rice have been sold at 
the Asakusa godowns (Government.) Otber grains aro declin- 
ing day afterday. Silk is firm and no change in prices are 
reported. The demand for European fabrics, is not great, 
owing to the fact that there are not many people from the 
country at present visiting Tokio. There is eome demand for 


moreand more. Raw lacquer has gone up in price remark- 
ably, and now costs about cleven yeu per kwamme. There 
is‘no change in the price of tea, sagar, saké, or shoyu, &o. at 
present, bat there is no large demand for them. 

The Choyo Skinbun writes as follows :—"Since J anuary the 
market price of the public loan bonds has gone up so suddenly 
that a panic was created in the Stock Exchange. Making en- 
quiries as to the cause of the rise, we were informed that two 
or three wealthy merchanis in the capital, in company with the 
banks, and working with their friends in Osaka, suddenly 

‘commenced to purchase bords which at once put prices up, 
though they will doubtless fall as rapidly. But whata fearful 
condition of trade does not this exhibit!” - 

Medals lately arrived for the successfal exhibitors at the 
Sydney Exhibition, and will shortly be distributed among them. 
Of Tokio exhibitors Messrs. Okuma and Company, Kiritan- 
Kosho-Kwaisha, Mitsui-Bussan-Kwaislis, Natomi, and twenty 
three others have been adjudged medals. 

We take the following from a local native journal -—“ The 
silk trade in Yokohama is rather active, and 552 bales wore sold 
yesterday to foreign merchants. There are no changes in the 
state of Kobe trade, but sales of goods to foreign merchants are 
being contracted for on a large scale. 

“ There is some demand for tea of good qunlity in Yokobama, 
and contracts are being made, though only in small quantities: 
inferior kinds are almost neglected.” 

The Choya Shinbun states that there are four German in- 
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structors at the Senji Woollen Manufactory at present, but three 
of them are shortly to be dismissed, as the Japancse employés 
there are sufficiently adept to ennble them to carry on tho 
business without foreign nssistance. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Mainichi Shkinbun says it is informed, that in{the dispute 
between Russia and China, the former demands the sum of 
7,000,000 taele as an indemnity. Also that the Chinese Go- 
vernment has ordered sixty torpedoes tu be made at the Konan 
Areena! before the Chinese New Year. 

As the same Government intend to construct telegraph lines 
between Peking and Shanghai, they have entered iuto a 
contract with the Great Northern Telegraph Company. The 
lines start from Peking and fullow the river bank, and will be 
over one thousand English miles in length. 

Dry wenther has continued in the central part of Santosho 
China, for so long a while that it is found quite impossible to 
carry on cultivation iu those districts, and not even a single 
ear of wheat has grown in the fields during last Autumn. 
If there should be no rainfall before next spring it will be 
impossible to plant seed when spring comes, and it is 
therefore quite certain that the inhabitants of those districts 
will suffer severe famine. This district is very extensive, con- 
taining four or five cities, and several millions of iuhabitante. 

The Choya Shinbun. publishes the fullowing :—“ Listening to 
what the inhabitants of our city have Leen saying each other we 
gather that they observe that it was alwayson the 26th day of a 
month that great fires, destroying over 10,000 houses have ocour- 
red in our city since the last Restoration. To wit : the first fire 
originated at the uid Aizu Yashiki inside the Wadagura gate 
at about 10.a.m. on the 26th of February in the Sth year of Meiji 
(1872) by which 14,735 houses have been barnt down ; the 
second conflagration took place at Hakuya-cho at just noon 
on the 26th of December in the 12th year (1879) which 
destroyed 15,268 houses; and a third fire has happened on the 
26th of last month, by which over ten thousand houses were 
been burnt to ashes.” 

The Hochi Shinbua writes as follows s—“ Mr. Russell, former- 
ly an Interpreter of the Yokohama Saibansho, who has been 
long in Japau, aud speaks our language very well, admires our 
country so much that he applied to the Kanagawa Kencho on 
the 27th ultimo, with the sanction of his Minister, to be natur- 
alized as the Japanese subject. He intends opening a 
Translating and Interpreting Office at the 4th ward of Ben- 
ten dori in company with a Japanese.” 

The Hoché Shinbun says that in tho Yokosuka dockyard, 
work has been stopped for a while by Government order, but 
the work on the construction of the Kaimon Kan was contiuned 
after the termiuation of the New Year's holidays, ard it is 
expected that she will be launched in the middle of June next. 
The bottom of the Fuso Kwan is being repainted, and will 
be completed about the 10th instant. The defective state of 
her plating is due, as we have stated before, to galvanic ac- 
tion, and we learn that to counteract this a preparation of lac- 
quer is to be used. 

The Russian man-of-war Ermak entered the harbour lately, 
and she will occupy the large dock as soon as the Fuso Kican 
leaves, 

It has been telegraphed to a native 
Highness the Duke of Genoa arrived 
the 28th ultimo. 

We learn from tho Akebono Shinbun that some of the residents 
in the prefecture of Yamagata are tuking steps to establish a 
railway company iu an extensive scale. 

Another native paper says that the aborigines who emigrated 
some years ago to a village named Ysuigari-mura in Isbiakri, 
of Yesso from Saghalien, lave accumulated large sums 
of monoy every year; their last year's savings wore 
10,000 yen with a portion of which they havo established a 
school built of logs in the Russian style, and they have now 
upwards of 70 schilara. A photograph of the school will be 
exhibited at tho forthcoming Exhibition in Tokio. 

The same journal xnye that an Osika merchant in Corea has 
lately written tu a phovographer in Osaka that the Corean 


paper that His Royal 
at Nagasaki at 5 p.m. on 


Feb. 5, 1881.1 








Government has givon an order for photographs of the higher 
Japanese officials and other distinguished persons ; and also of 
the Sovereigns, Presidents and nobles of Great Britain, France, 
Germany, Russia, America, nnd other foreign countries, and 
that therefore those photographs will be collected and sent 
tu Corea as soon as possible. 

A Tokio daily paper states that a look-out is to be built on 
each station of the fire brigade in Tokio, so that a watchman 
may be stationed there both day and night to give the alarm 
in case of fire. 

We are glad to learn that the town of Niigata, which suffered 
so severely from fire last year as to present a most pitiable 
spectacle, bas now been rebuilt in a style which has greatly 
improved its appearance. The now buildings attract visitors 
from the country daily, which has been very good for business. 

The Choya Shinbun states that a lotter froin Sapporo says 
that the railway having been completed, that city is in such 
a flourishing condition that there is not a single huuso un- 
oooupiod. It is now impossible to purchase a piece of land 
along the road leading from Kotaru to Sapporo, as itis all taken 
up by sertlers. 

We read in the Mainichi Shinbun that the fever known as the 
gokusha-netsu or prison fever, has made its Appearance in the 
Ishikawa gaol and numbers of prisoncrs have succumbed to it, 
amongst whom was one Yamada Mitsugi, then undergoing 
ten years penal servitude for complicity with the assassins of 
the late Minister Okubo. Precautionary measures are being 
adopted. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that an American lady 
missionary delivered a religious nildreas at No. 19, Sauchome, 
Ginza, at 8 p.m. on the 2nd instant, by request of the Christian 
Society. This lady has apent many yearn in India 
and is well known in religious circles, aud consequently 
a great number of those of her own sect assembled that evening. 

On the 4th instant seven Russiau naval officers visited the 
Government Printing Office, where they inspected the various 
machinery &c., being afterward entertained by Mr. Superinten- 
dent Tokuno. | 

Mr. Tomabe, editor of the IZochi Shinbun, has been fined 20 
yon for an offence against the law of libel. 

The 11th instant, being the native festival known as Kigu- 
setes, will be observed as a general holiday among the Japanese, 

We read in the Nichi Nichi Shinbun that the Kwaszoku of 
Azabu havo subscribed a sum of ten thousand yen for the 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongé, Tokio, Japan. 
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Barometer. 
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REMARKS, 


Heavy line represents barometer. 


purpose of constructing an aqueduct. The work is to be com- | Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 


menced at once, and will probably be completed in six months 
time. The total cost is to be about 33,000 yen. 





IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Toke! aND Yoxouama SECTION. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 
80th January, 1881. 





Passengers, parcels, &c. ............00. ..... ken 8,350.01 
Merchandise, &c. OOO COS OOO O8E 0008080888 O88 CC8 9 8.37.42 
Tet ..9187. 43 
Miles open, 18. 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcels, &c. ..........06 — Yon 7,191.32 
Merchandise, &6. .......ccccscccssccesscccscees »  4,96.56 
Total ..............sc0008 97 7,987.88 


Miles open 18. 





Kosx axp Oorzu Section. | 
Statement of traffic receipts for tho wock ending Sunday, 
30th instant, 1881. ; 
Yen 11,516.42 





Passengers, parcels, &c............0c08 cece * 
Merchandise, J » 2,611.74 
Dotaliisesasseses Yon 14,128.16 
Miles open 58. 
Corresponding weék last year. 
Paswengers, parcels, &¢.............cccesees Yen 9,918.92 
Merchatdize, &C............ccececcee escccece » 1,682.40 
Total ............ Yen 11,601.32 
Miles open 55. 


Google 


— represents velocity of wind. 
percentage of humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 83.5 miles per hour on Monday at 2 p.m. 

The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
the sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30147 
inches on Monday at 11 p.m. and the lowest was 29-411 inches on 
Saturday atGam. The highest temperature daring the week was 
52°.1 on Saturday, and the lowest was 19.8 on Monday, The max- 
imam and minimum for the corresponding week of last year were 
61°.5 and 26°.6 respectively. The minimum temperature was below 
the freezing point on every day of the week exoe)+ Thursday. The 
total amount of rain was ‘642 inches. No rain fell during the 
corresponding week of last year. 


— — * 
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NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 5th Febuary, 1881.) 
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Saturday ....... Jan. 29 724 72 72 a pee 
Monday ......... » S124) Tye his -— — — — 
Tuesday ......... Feb, 171 (724,;72%, — — — — 
Wedueaday » 23% 35 35 - — — — 
Thuraday ...... » «=o 718 Tye 75 — ee — — 
Friday .......... “i 4 7300 645. “%0- — — = 
Saturday ...... » 5 73%, 3% 3k —-— —. - — 
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b. 1, Japanese steamer.Genkai Maru, Conner, 1,917, for Shanghai 

ye cores, Mails and General, yo 88 by M. B. Co. 

Feb. 1, British barque Buston Vale, Buckingham, 411, for Portland, 
General, despatched by Hudson & Co, 

Feb. 1, British barque Goodell, Goodell, 861, for Manila, General, 
despatched by R. Isaacs & Bro. ; 

Feb. 1, French corvette Champlain, Captain Dubrot, 1,940 tons, 10 

ns, for Kobe. 

Feb. 2, American steamer City of Peking, 16 5,079, for Hong- 
—— Mails and General, despatched by P. M. S. S. Co. 

Feb. 4, British —— George Bewley, Hammond, 1,040, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by A. Reimers & Co. 

Feb. 4, Russia Corvette Craysser, Captain Nazimoff, 1,500 tons for 
Atami. 

Feb. 4, Ja steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, for Hako- 
date, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Feb. 5, French steamer TJ anais, nier, 1,735, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Japanese steamer Genkai Maru for Shanghai and 7 bums 
Mrs. Flag, Lieutenant Parseeogo, Messrs. A. Reimers, E. F. Leiper 
Tchaieff, I. Dell’Oro, Hildebrand, Dr. Deas and 13 Japanese in the 
cabin. 


Per French steamer Tanais for Hongkong:—Messrs. Davis, Wil- 
brod, Bruandet, Popovitch, Schraub, Van der Pot, Yermaloff, 
van Mastrigt, Master Geffeney and 2 Chinese in cabin. 








CHESS PROBLEM, 
By C. W. or Sunbury. 
(From the Chess Players Chronicle.) 


BLACK. 



















Per Japanese steamer Sumida Alaru for ier ag, Mi, Kobe :— 
Messrs. J. Colomb, R. Mulder, Denebar, Nakamura, omita, Oteu- 
ka, and J. Kimoto. 
CARGOES. 
WHITE, 
— Per French steamer Tanai⸗ for ongkong :— 
White to play and mate in 8 moves. SOO ROU isc? ade’ cee eke ons ---254 bales. 





SOLUTION oF CuEss Prosue oF JAN. 29TH, By N. MARACHE. Se Me ee ae ee, bales. 
White: Black. Per Japanese steamer Sumida Maru, for — vii. Kobe — 
1.—Kt. to K. 5, dia. ch. 1.—K. to K. B. 5. Treasure e+e eee eee 22 — * eee en 126,000 
2.—P. to K. Kt. 4. 2.—K. takes R. 


eee 
REPORTS. 


The American steamer City of Peking reports:—Left San Fran- 
cisco January 6th, at2 p.m. lirst three days had favorable weather. 
Afterwards strong W. to S.W. gales with clear weather. 

The German schooner Auguste Mteimers reports :—Experienced 
very hard N. W. gale East of Formosa, which lasted two — the 
decks being constantly filled wiih water. From Formosa to Lin- 
shot-en Island strong northerly winds; thence to port strong W. 
and N.W. winds. rrived in Yokohama, February Ist. 

The Japanese steamer Kokonoyo-Maru reports :—Left Hakodate 
at 3.30 a.m. 30th January. Experienced during first part of voyage 
strong N.W. gale, afterwards moderate N. winds with fine weather. 
"tue Aunciene site 28 ) 

e American ship reports :— ienced very heay 
weather between this and Kii Channel —— mack — 
to hull and sails. On the 27th Jan. Chas. M. Hill, third mate, fell 
from the fore arm, and in falling struck the ship’s side and 
sank immediately, all efforts being in vain to save him. 

The British steamer Malacca reports :—Had fine weather through- 


out the passage. 


NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 


3.—B. to K. Kt. 5, mate. 
Correct solutions received from Omega and Q to problems of 


SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


. INWARDS, 
an. 31, Ja steamer Sumida Maru, Hubenet, f Hong- 
kong via Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. — — 
Jan. 31, Japaner 3 masted schooner Awajishima Maru, Crichton, 
1,033, fren, Nagasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 
Jan. 31, Japanese steamer Walsnonra Maru, Christensen, 1,300, 
* —* Kobe, Mail and General, i M. B. Co. 
eb, 1, American steamer Cit ching, Berry, 079, f 
Fraucisco, Mails and Bae AE P. M.S. 8. Co, —— 
Feb. 1, German schvoner Auguate Reimers, A Thomsen, 207, from 
- 5* Sugar, to E. B. —* 
eb. I. Japanese steamer Koko Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133. f 
Hakoilate, Mails and General, despatched b ——— 
Feb. 3, Japanese steamer, Hiroshima Marx, Sawai, 1,146, from 
- apy ee and ports, og —— to M. B. Co. 
- 5, Japanese steamer Afeiji 1,010, fi » W, 
coast vid the Iuland sea, be Lighthobay Dee rtment. rt 
Feb. parse ship Huguenot, Nickerson, 1,181, from Cardiff, 








Feb. y _ vo eh abn ge -| P. Bf. Co. 
‘poral. Panene steamer, Matamai Mary, —, from Hakodate, Ge- Aumnica........ — | O.&0.Co. | Feb. 15th 
Feb. 5, British steamer Malacca, Col i, ig| Evxorg, via Honaxonc ......... iM. M. Co. Feb. 10th 
N i, Mails and General, to P. won from Hongkong vit HONGKONG .occcccccscessees —— P.&O.Co. | Feb. 20th 
Feb. —— steamer Sumida Maru, Hubenet, 896, for Hong- Honakona, via Kone........ M. B. Co. Feb. 14th 
kong vii Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. BECP NFUNIION 566 satin, Gideon sdyc ies P. M. Co 27th 
———— ROOM ssn ae et 0. & O. Co Feb. 8th 
* PASSENGERS. Suanauat, Lioue & Nagasaki... M. B. Co Feb. 10th 
er Japanese str. Sumida-M, f i — 
Mo EF err MAIL LEAVES FOR, 
apavese in in ; and 110 Japanese and 1 Chi aman in steerag — — 
Per American steamer City of Peking from ‘ia Pisaanen te codec P. M. Ou. Mar. Ist 
G. Willamson, Miss B. F. Mitchie, Mrs. ¥ » Dr. Deas, Messrs, J, | AMEMICA 20000000, O. & O. Co. | Feb. 11th 
Earl, S. B. Samuels and (. Wilbrod in in. For Hongkong:| Kunorr, via Hoxckona P. & O. Co. | F 
— snes need im ¢ ngkong ?¥ eb. 12th 
—— Ward and Miss Mitchell in cabin; and 174 Chinese in Kunork, via onakona ..... | M. M. Co. | Feb. 20th 
— “ae steamer Aokonoye Maru from Hakodate :—100 Ja. arpa via Kone bast eh at aL B. 8 Fok: * 
ese in rage. 3 g VER SAUD ccccscticcooce A ẽ 1 
— — ——— M y et ee ee ee O. & O. Cu. | Feb. 16th 
: Tawleness. Mr. — Mrs. Bohm i ole SRM CUE ois ——— P. M. Co. 
Rose, S. W. Fleming, and 3 Japanees fo — — A Suanaiat, tlrouo, & Nauasant..) M. B. Go. Feb. 9th 


Chinese and 144 Japancse in steerazc. 
Per Jap. str. Matsumai Maru from Hakodate :—50 Japanese, 


Per British steamer Malacc1 from H ; cate — 
and Mrs. Hewitt, Mr. J. Sanjo ongkong vié Nagasaki :—Mr. 


The arrival and departure of mails by the “ Oocide tal and 
Oriental,” the *‘ Iacilic Mail,” aud the « —— and Oriental” 
Companies, are approximate only. 














Ee on eee ees ee = ‘ * we — — 
. OS PACA & +. YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 
* by —— CaP Grandee, Winn, 1,390, wwe Manila, deapateh- LEAVE YOKOHAMA 
Jan. 31, British steamer Aferionethahire, Rickard 1.245, for Lo Daur 28.30, aud 9.45 4.1.5 12.00, 1.30 
- : ’ » 1.245, ndon ot ae, Wel $15 one, 
mise China ports, General, despatched by Adanison, LEAVE YOKOsUK A. 


Daity;—6.45 aud 9.30 4.M., aud 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 vim 


Original from 


Digitized by Google UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOOR. 




















Nane. Carraln. Fiaa ann Ria. | Tons. From. ARRIVED. Coxntan xs. 
STEAMERS. 
Hiroshima Maru Haswell Japanese steamer | 1,146 | Shanghai & ports Feb. 8 | AM. B. Co. 
Lord of the Isles FXolgott British steamer 1,560 | London Jan. 27 | Smith, Baker & Co. 
Malacca Cole British steamer | 1,709 | Hongkong vid Nagasaki] Feb. 5 | P. & O. Co. 
Volga Guirand French steamer 1,502 | Hongkong Jan. 26 | Xf. ML Co. 


SAILING SHIPS. 


























Auguste Reimers A. Thomsen German schooner 207 | Takao Feb. 1] E B. Wateon 

Awajishima Maru Crichton Japanesc3-m.schr.| 1,033 | Kurile Islands Jan. 31 {| M.B. Co. 

Alexander Carson Anmericau schooner 52 | Nagasaki Nov. 3] J.E. Collyer 

Athelstan Bayley British barque 371 | Loudon Jan. 9 | W.J.S. Shand 

Bride Sutherland British barque 390 | Takao Jan. 26 | Jardine, Matheson & Ca. 

Cilarnum Beadle British ship 1,850 | llongkony Nov. 8 | Elward Fischer & Co. 

Caroline Voisin French barque — | Hamburg Jan. 27 | MM. 

Eiler Bank Parker British =P 1,145 |- Middlesborough Jan. 9 | Hudson & Co. 

Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Islands Oct. 31 | Captain 

Haguenot Nickerson American ship 1,181 | Cardiff Feb. 4 Master 

Lottie Hilts German schooner 96 | Karile Islands Sept. 4 | Hobuholz & Co. 

Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 21 | P. Bohm 

North Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhotz & Co. 

Otome Hardy American schoone 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 

Oteego Isaacson Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nor. 3 | H. Cook 

Pioneer Maiex Ressian schooner 72 | Romo, vid Uakelate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 

Scottish Fairy Toozes British ue 750 | Put in dismasted Oct. 10 | Malcolm & Co. 

Stella Werner American schoone 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. I] | Captain 

Victoria Cross Tweedie British barque 668 | Antwerp Dec. 8 | Boyes & Co. 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 

Nae. Guna} Tors. | H. P. Deaceirrion, | Wuren rugs. CommAaxpDen. 
BRITISH—Albatross... 00. 0. sss coe coef 894 838 Sloop Chefoo Captain Errington 
GERMAN—Veneta ...0 0.0.00 0. coe coop 19. 2,000 — Corvette Kobe Captain Zirzow 
RUSSIAN—Africa eco eee eoe eee eee coe 14 1,400 — Cruiser Nagasaki Captain Alescoff 

Ermak ... 01. cos ceo coe col 4 375 — — ——— Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
ss Knias Pojarsky ... ... ... «| 12 4,291 — Iro Nagasaki Captain Tirtoff 
99 Minin eee eee eee eee eee eee 16 5,300 6,300 Ironclad Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 
‘VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
DxaTINATION, XAur. AGENTS. To nex Desratciurp. 

San Francisco 2... ... ceo cee cee eee Belgic 0. & O. Co. Feb. Lith 
Hakodate ...0 20. . cee cee tue . eee Kokonoye Maru M. B. Co Feb. 6th 
Shanghai and way-ports... 0.0.0... eee eee Hiroshima Maru M, h. Co. Feb. 9th, at 4 r.a. 
Australian 10.0 0.0 cce cee coe ces tee te Hungarian Jerdine, Matheson & Co. About Feb. 17th 
Hongkong via X ee er Malacca . & 0. Co, Feb. 11th, at 1 am. 
Hongkong via Kobe... .. ... .. wee we Niigata Maru M. B. Co. Feb. 19th, at 4 M. 





Google 
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“COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


— — — — 


IMPORTS.—Since the holidays thore has been n small business in Varn at lower rates. Shirtings nothing 


doing and prices wonker. Other Cottons unchanged. Woollens staguant. 
COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continwed. 


; 24, Co to Medium ... per picul $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $7.00 to 8.75 
— gai 'Gooil to Best... * * he $31.75 to 33.50 | Victoria Lawns... «. 12 , 42/3,, * $0.76 to 0.77 
Bombay, No.20 do... $20.25 to 31.25 | Taffachelass:i— —.. «s. al i I a 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... * $33.75 to 34. 716 OOLLENS :— 

agus gees ee ere sae ee to docs | Plain Orleans ... ... ... .. 40-42 yde. 32in.... 4.50 to 6.00 
98 J ee eco Lh eco eee eee 9 ° hy Figured Orleans eco 00 — tte 29-30 ”? 31 27 eee 3.50 to 4.25 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— lastings ay mt 29-30 te 31 i 010.00 to 11.00 
Grey Shictings :—7 Jb. per piece 28} yds. 39 in. $1.25 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth ... ... .. a «-- 0.22 to 0.31 
* oe 8} Ib. pe ti Ey ab 39 in. $1.50 to 2.00 Camilet Cords eco «000 60ö eee 29-30 J eee 4.50 to 5.75 
9 Ib 38} ,, 45in. $1.95 to 2.35 Monssclines de Laines:—-Crape 24 yds. 30 in.... 0.164 to 0.172 
0. 


99 99 ° 27 i] 

. T. Cloths :—7 Ib. ... ...24 yds. 32 1n. per piece $1.52} to 1.67} Itaiime 24 30 .. ... 0.23 
Drills, English:—14-151b.40°,, 30in. _,, 2.50 to 2.70 do. Youn 24 » 305. 035 te 
Iudigo Shirtings:— = ...12 , 44in. = $1474 to 1.574) Cats all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 

i ote eee eee eee 


5 


Prints:—Assorted ... ...24 ,, 30in. * $1.40 to 2.60 

Cotton Italians & Sateens Black $2in. __,, $0.09 to 0.15) X se Gh, 0056 ,,... 22to 0.474 

Tackey Reds: 2 to2} lb.24yds.30in. __,, $1.55 to 1.75 Presidents... ... ... .. 54», to56,.... 0.60 to 0.65 
Do. 2p to2{lb.24 ,, Bin. ,, $1.70 to 1.85 Union —.... . nee 64, 2056 ,,... 0.382} to 0.60 
Do. 3 lb... ... 24, in. ,, $1.85 to 1.95 | Blankets, green, 6to 8 lbs. ... ... per lb. ... 0.87 to 0.41 


‘SUGAR.—The A. Reimers and Bride have come in with new crop, some sales of which have been made at 
quotation—old sugar also shows a decline. Stock 46,000 piculs of all kiuds Formosa. 


SAIGON RICE.—No sales. Stock is still 24,000 piculs. 


KEROSINE.—Five thousand cases have found buyers at lower prices, the and market is weaker at the close. 
Stock 435,000 cases. 


Sagar :-—Takao in bag New - .. perpical $4.55 Japan Rice 0.50... cee .. teas t picul 
he ms J— ee ar is $4.37 Japan Wheat ..g wk eee * il seco — 
Taiwanfoo in sae. Wer Sass ae $4.35 Saigon Rice [cargo] ... ... ...  ... — $1.80 
Ching-pak and Ke-pak iy $7.75 to $9.00 | Kerosene Oil... . . .. . 5. case $1.90 


China No. 4.5, Kongtan & Kook-fah... _,, $6.50 to $8.75 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—During the past week a large busincss has been done in silk. About 760 shipping Lal hanged 
hands, many of which consisted of filatures and re-reels. The good qualities of hanks are i ai eae — 
in this class of silk lias boon therefore more restricted. Pricvs are very firm indeed, but shew little change ; filatures and 


re-reels being a trifle higher. 


Stock 4,200 shipping bales. 

ES Exchange 3/8? Exchange 4.76 
——— pA See aan $560 to a = 18) to182 = fes. 19/90 to fos. 49.50 
* 90 54 coccccecveccce = 17/8 = » 48.90 
ee penn: $530 = li2 = » ~ 47.00 
7? ”? 3& infrs. Cocccccccece $500 = 16/2 “> 99 » 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra ...............0. $640 to $650 = 2011 to 21'33 = , 57.90 to » 58.70 
: —— $590 to $610 = 19/4 to1911 = ,, » 36.10 
“ gy Re cna pha ndedesaiuanes $590 = 19/4 = ,» 5350to , 55.30 
—— $540 to $550 = 17'9 to18/l = ,, 49.10 to » 50.00 
Kakedas—Best — $600 to $620 = 198 to204 = , 55.40 to » 55.60 
9 Medium & Good eevcce $570 = 18/8 — 5* 51.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best......... $580 to $600 = 19/ to 19/8 = ,, 52.20 to »» 394.00 





TEA.—There has been moro business passing, and settlements for the week an 
Prices have advanced for all ki : ount to some 1,750 piculs. 
— — 2— — — re 500 views more especially for grades from Fine upwards, of which we have but a small 
Co eee eee eee eee 1 
Good Common a a ee } $10 to $13 | — mt tts tee see ane 22 to $24 
Mediam .. sss ws $15 to $16. | Choice oe B36 to 28 
Good Mediam .. . . . . $17 to. $19. | Choicest ws — 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION 
EXCHANGE.—Owing to the Banks being closed during the first part of l 
Wein ing rst part of the weck, on account of the China 
el — a n but little change in rates. A few Continental bills have been sold for the French mail panei 








Sreattxa—Bank 4 months’ sight ............. 3/83 On SHaxouat—Bank sight... 
— — — ee 
oe eras Mare on — eeeeeSecossesase ces 3/72 ” Private 10 days’ Bight. CPS eS eae O8 
» - Private 4 monthe’ sight .... ................ ht Ox New Yorxk—Bank Billson demand... : 
eo 9 * 9 ” COC Cee cee eee —⏑ 4 Private 30 1 om? at See Re eee sesees 
Os Pante—Bonk sight mE 4.63 On Sax Fraxcisco—Bank Billy on 1 ae ee 
* mnths sight... ees 4.74 ” Private 30 days’ sicht Acc???: 
Ox Honoxoxo—Bank sight oo... eee 2% rm. KINsATrz . ys sight ......... 893 
— Private lO days’ sight ............... 3 ¢ Miect. Gop Vern — 5 dis. 
CC ooeccscocesecce PCa eee eeeetecee nom. 
SHIPPING, 


SHIPPING.—The Hugenot has put in on her way to Kol : ‘ 
The Lord of the Isles is the ouly disengaged foreigu —— —— — 


Google 


proceed again after some repairs. 


Feb. 5, 1881.] 
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— SEVENTH DRAWING. 


CHINESE 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in conformity 
with the stipulation contained in the Bonds of this 
Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be 
paid off at par, on the 28th of February next, when the In- 
terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 
of the Honcxonc anp SHanGuHal Bankine CorRPorarTIon, 
81, Lombard Street, London, E.C., in the presence of 
Greorce Henry Burnett, Esq., Accountant of the said 
Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 


For tHE HonakowG anp SHANGHAI 
Baxxinc CorRPoRArTION, 


(Signed) GEO. H. BURNETT, 
Accountant. 


—r — — — — — 
— — — — 














MISCELLANEOUS. 


WONDER GF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Pgrsons suffering from wesk or debilitated constitutions will dis- 
corer that by the use of th.e wonderful medicine there is “* Health 
forall.”” The blood iethe fouutain of life, and ite purity can be 
maintained by the use of theee Pills. 


Ste SAMUKL BAKER, 

in hie work entitlod ‘‘ The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” says, “I 
“ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I wase 
“Doctor, an‘l that [had tho best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many ns 
“towhom I served out a quantity of Holloway’s Pills. are 
“most uavfal to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ propertics thoy create an un-teniable effect upon the patient, which 
* satisfies him of their value.”’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
diseases, and in arresting and sabduing all inflammations. 


Mz. J.T. COOPER, 


in his account of hie extraordinary travels in Chine, published in 
1871, eaye—*‘I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. I 
“ gave some to the people, and nothing coulde their gratitude; 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
“in upon as, uutil at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 
“fowl and any quantity of peae,and the demand became eo great 
“that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1873. tf: 





Countersigned, 
W. W. VENN, Jan, 
Notary Public, 
2, Pope’s Head Alley, Cornhill, E.C. 
London, 13th December, 1880. 





The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained on ap- 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honcrone ann SHANGHAI 
Baxxrma CorrorarTion, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Manager. 
Yokohawa, February 5th, 1881. 





‘*Higuest Awarp & Prize Mena. PHILADELPHIA 
Exutzrion, 1876.” 








PRerareD EXPRESSLY FOR THE Parent Kwtre- 
CLEamiIne Macuines, Innia Russer AND Burr 
Leatnex Kwuiye Boarps. Kxives CONSTANTLY 
CLEAMED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS 5D. EACH; AND TINS, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 


— — 


2 


— 


—— 
—JIIILVE 
PaRevENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 


THs xuire. Oaxer’s Wetiixcrox Kxire PotisH 
SHOULD BE USED WITH HIS Boarps. 


9, atso Pastiiles uui : owder for Inhalation. 


Aud of all Chemists und Storckeepers throughout the world, 


December 1880. 


(NON-MERCURIAL), 
For CLeaxixe AND PottsHina Sitver, Erectro 
rcats, Prare Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. EACH. 


Cigars, Cigarettes wr svuace 


GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 








——— ————— — el — 





— — 
fee head SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
BIS SLE AGENT, 
| aD Sh O98 | 2 NO. 70, Yokohama, 
— 669 (Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, LOHOON, ENCLA | 


Julz. 1879. Yokohama, 4th May, 1680. 


Digitized by (SOO gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS.|NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. 


CHIMOKOSEKI STRAITS BUOYS, 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 
BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 





ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. | which wore ndvertizod as having broken adrift from their 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the lst day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Sanriso, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the province of 
Hizen, 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 32 «devrecs 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. _ 

Tho Tower is built of stono, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have an are of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 80’ W. aud S. 55° 30 EF. 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 

YAMAO YOZO, 


Minister of Public Works. 
Tokei, Fobruary 3rd, 1881. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
HIKU-FLAT BUOY. 


WESTWARD EXTRANCE OF SIMONOSEKI STRAITS, 


NOtcE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Buoy 
Moored on the Shallow called HIKU-FLAT. at 

the Westward entrance of SIMONOSEKI STRAITS 
has broken adrift from its nvorings, 
The buoy will be roplaced in its position on an earl 
date, of which due notice will be given, : 


Lighthouse Establishment, BY ORDER. 


Benten, 
Yokohama, 25th January, 1881. 


Google 


moorings, have Leen replaced. 
BY ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 
Benten, 
Yokohama, 17th January, 1881. 


— — — — — — — — — — — ——— — — — 
— — — — 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


Wo. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 


WRECK NEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 

Bark CHINAMAWN lies .eunk in & fathoms of 

water 7 miles to the S. 87° W. of the Amherst Rocks. 
The iron masts are at present visible. 


By ordor of the Inspector General of Customs, 


‘ DAVID M. HENDERSON, 
Engincer-in-Chief. 
Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Engineer's Office, 
Shanghai, 24th January, 1881. 


NOTICE. 


I HAVE this day handed over all outstanding affairs of 

the NETHERLANDS TRADING SOCIETY IN 
JAPAN to Mr. J. Pi. VON HEMERT, who will take 
charge as liquidator from this date. 


T. T. Van Der POT, 
Agent. 





Yokohama, Jauuary 29th, 1881. 


— — 


—1 UNDERSIGNED has taken charge of the out- 
Standing affairs of the NETHERLANDS TRAD- 


| ING SOCIETY IN JAPAN, and will sigu, 


J. PH. VON HEMERT, 
Liquidator for the N. T. S. 
_tn Japan. 


Feb. 5, 1881.] THE JAPAN 
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~ IMPORTANT | 


—FOR— 


H|M)A/K/E|R|S 





— — 
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IMPORTANT 


FOR 


EVERYBODY! 





HE Rodanow Manufacturing Company (Limited— 
T Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
_ hereafter, even one single Watch to any part of the world 
at wholesale prices, é.¢., 85 per cent cheaper than any 
watchmaker, as none of them is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of every one intending to purchase a 


first-class relialle Watch to our following price list :— 
Key-winding Watches. 


SILVER WATCH. 
Crystal glass, reconds hand..........s0.0000. 0 


Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. 0 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 
double COVE cccccccce ccccccccs cocccce eecece 1 00 
GOLD WATCH. 
Jewelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hanter, enamel or gold dial, lever 
EBCAPEMENE ... . Yr 16 
Hunting case, superior nickel movement, 
best quality with all the latest improve- ‘ 
03 


ments, two gold covers o o OOOSOCEE 


— 00 


Keyless Watches 
(Stem-Winders. ) 


Tho keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modern improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so many persous have 
rnined their Watches. The Watch is wound by turning a 
knurled kuob, placed on the handle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary means; the hands are set in the same way. 
Tho advantages of these improvements are obvious, the 
case, which never need be opeved in winding, is made air- 
tight and dust-tight, thus preserving much longer the fluidi- 
ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the intervals between 
the necessary cleaning of the Watch. 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewelled, crystal £ s. 
Blass .ccccccccccccccccccccccccovccece — 0 17 
Double cover, enamel or ornamented 
S -sotes 1 05 
Superior skeleton movement, extra jew- 
elled, stout double cover ....c.seccccccccee 1 15 


GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 


Open faco, lever escnpement, ten juwels... 2 05 
Half hunter, best movement, all latest 
Improvements, fifteen jewels.. ..--... 8 00 
Two stout gold covers, chronomete: move- 
ment with ceutre seconds hands, a 
splendid Watch for presentation ...... 38 15 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 


Three gold covers, movement of finest 
workmanship, coutre seconds Lauds, ro- 
penting hours and quarters.....cceseeseee 

Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 
weeks, nnd month on dial, repeating 
hours, quarters, and eighths, three hea- 
vy gold covers, warranted for five years, 
and without doubt the bes¢ and hand- 
somest Watch in existence.........cccees 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches cau be had in smaller size to 
suit for Indies’ wear at the same price. onograms, 
initials, armes, ote, engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. 

2,—All our Watches are thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, and will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of che world, together 
with spare mainsprings, glasses, and keys, these being a 
great convenience, as in man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of impossibility to replece one of those 
articles. 

8.—Every watch is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity and superiority of its workman- 
ship for three years, daring which time uo charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases are eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of the best sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed on orders for 
six aud more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 


climate. 
7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 


with engraved, plain polished, or engine-tarned cases, with- 
out difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abroad filled unless accompanied by 
: remittance to cover the amount, or a reference on a Boston 

ouse. 

Persons residiag in any part of the world need not 
hesitate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchanged free and 
safe by post, or money refunded. The best means of send- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any banker and everywhere,—or 
enclose the amount iu bank-notes, gold coins, or postage 
stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 
smallest as well as the most important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will be forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


THE 


Rodanow Manufacturing 
Company, 
6 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


NOTICE. 
No. Sh} COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {N° 3 


Water Strest. 
O* and after this date, the following prices will be 
charged :— 
B 








ORD: sencscncssceves vases sccccocessper month $25.00 


BOARD AND LODGING wccccccccese 99 38.00 


Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, and very comfort guaranteed. 


Wx. CURTIS. 
Yokohama, November 9th, 1880, 
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Anow. Hanovsine & & Co 


Limited. 


32, Walbrook. London, 


BRITANNCIA [RON WORKS, DERBY, 


Manufacture all kinds of 


IRONWORK 


Structural & Ornamental. 


BRIDGES of every description, 


Girder Bridges. Arch 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. 


A H. & Co. make every year for Foreign Countries some 
* thousands of Tons of Bridges. 


LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 
(Uustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application, 


ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC, 


See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) 
‘with 1,300 designs. 


Columns. Column Capitals. 
Brackets. Gratings. 
Windows. Casements. 


Railings. Balcony Panels. 
Gates. Strost Posts. 
L129-pillara. Limp-brackets. 

Balasters. Newels. Foantains. Drinking Fountains, 
Orestings. Terminals. Vases, Pedestals. 


Conservatories. Band-Stands. 





SMITHS. HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES 


12 Shapes and Sizes. 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Audw. Handyside « & C>., Limited, 
LONDON. 








26 ins. 

D aia GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. 
R ce GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. 
MH ct GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. 
1878. 


— GILLOTI’S STEEL PENS. 


April, 1880. 
—————— eee 


DINNEFORD’S2: 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBUEN, 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. 






} (ace 
FLUID 


—* & Co., Chemists 
London, 
IT .B. 


April 10, 1880. 
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ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 





To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
and Wholesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON. 
Beware of Useless Imitations. 


SAFEST WILD 
APERIENT FORDELICATE 
Seer aa aa} LADIES, 

AND INFANTS, 


AND y FOR REGULAR USE 
IN WARM CLIMATES, 


FLUID 


MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 


the World. 


ASK FOR DINWNEFORD’S MAGNESIA... 


ly. 


UNI\ OF CALIFORNIA 


JERS SIT 


Feb? 5, 1881:] 


— — 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 
CELEBRATED GILMEN’S STORES, 


Nine Prise Medale, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 

TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATEBRS, 

. BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 

HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 

; BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEK AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 

SAUCE, 


— ie gr nig sey Seaglorurye slroenbi 


: CAUTION. 24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. if 
of t the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars FREE LICATION si 
they should invariably be destroyed when — prea — —— x 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 


AL genuine goods bear the names of Crosse ¢ Blackwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 
Jars and Tins. 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 
.., PUBVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 
July, 1878. 7 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & C0., 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 
MANCHESTER, 


BNGUAND. ° 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND| Fire © 


EXPORTERS 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MACHINERY. 


_.May 4, 1878. 
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LP 3. & E. ATKINSON 


A 
+a 
‘ 


—X 


PERFUMERY, 


S celecrated for nearly a centary past, is of the best Engtieh F 
ssadaiuatads. Eo cassiiense 06 has : 


r its pari:y and great 
obtainal the fulloxiag 


ITIOW PRIZE MEDALS, 


LONDON, 1662, PA'S. 1867. CORDO 
VIENNA, 1873. TIILADELVMIA. 


1GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. aS. 


— — — 








©). Isc. LIMA, 1672 fis 
1876. ; 


©} ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR & 


THE HANDRERSHIEF. 


White Rose, Frangipanne. Ylacgylang, Stephanotis, J 


Opopanax, Jockey Clab. E> Bouqust, 


Hl Magnolia, Jasmin, Wocd Violet, Geld Heãal Bouquat, . 


and all other odours, of the finest qualits ouly. 
ATKINSON’S 


GOLD MEDAL EAU DE cuLosye = 
strongly being more lasting and iracrant then J 


7 is recommended, 

the German kinds. 
ATKINSON’S 
: OLD BROWN WINDSOBR SOAP, 
MM eclebrated far so many years, 


be made as hereto & 


, continges to 
J fore. Is fs strongly Fertemed, and will bo foced very darable F 


ATKINSON'S WHITE BOSE TOMET vca. 


7 @ mew and indispemsible Tollct accompaniment, acd most i: 


J refreshing Portame for tho Handkerchiet. 

ATKINSON'S WHITE ROSE recta PASTE, * 

E wt —— 
J. & B. ATEUNSON, 


' their articles of one and the best quality only 
7 qnationed to avold counterteis OS. 

Kt is labelled with the &rm’s Trade a“ 

* Golden Lyre.” 


ESTABLISHED 1799. 


— 
~ * 
— 

* 





SCOTTISH IMPERIAL 


. Purchasersere Ey 
that eech artichs F 
Rose* cna BAG 


ak. ee 
at A gb + 
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“y 





INSURANGE GOMPANY, 


EF'or Fire & Life. 





TRANSATLANTIC 


OF HAMBURG. 


Insurance Company 


C. ILLIES & CO., 


v Agents. 
Yokohama, 9th October, 1880. 


SS — — 
THE BEST REMEDY FOR INDIGESTION. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
being a medicine so uniformly gratcful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the “* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“* Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in thar operation, safe 
can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 

derived from their ust, as they ; 
Sold in Bottles at 18. 1}d., 2s. Od., 

CAUTION. 

Be sure and ask for “ NORTON'S PILLS,” end do not be persuaded to purchase em iaitation. 


— — 


November 11th, 1878. 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, SELP.A MOTHS, BEETLES 


KEATING’S INSEST POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Auimals. 


In exterminatiug Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordiuary, aud no one need be troubled by those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in application. 

Ask for and be sure tu vbtain “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving sutisfaction. 

Soup By aLL Cuemisrs 1n Bortves, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the only certaiu remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD ,.WORMS. It isa perfectly safe aud mild 
preparationgadas especially adapted fur Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 


Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
Mz. Kearina, 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say is enormous, and iu every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 

long. Idare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


ally, 
M. A. WALKER. 
Soip 1n Borries, sy aLL CHemists ann Druccists. 
Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unaurpassed remedy have been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicste with me, on conviction of the offender a 


liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
| WILDEN WORKS, 
STOU RPOWRT BSNGILBAND. 











SHEET 


BRANDED 
“* BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.” 


TIN PLATES, 


66 99 
BRANDED FPS VB” <<witpeEN,”* “UNICORN,” 
— *SARLEY @@,” “$TouR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane, London, E.C. 
April, 1880. 
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YOKOHAMA, SATURDAY, 5111 FEBRUARY, 1881. 


ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICAN MAIL. 


TELEGRAMS. 


Dublin, January 5th.—The Presidont, Treasurer, Secro- 
tary, aud two other members of the ‘I'rade Bretich of the 
Land Lengue were arrested at the weekly ineeting of the 
Branch to-day, on a charge of sedition, and having resolved 
at the last meeting to a Boycott aman named Cants. 

One of the rioters wounded in the encounter with the 
police near Claremorris, last night, has died. 

At the trinl of the traversers, the cxamination of steno- 

phers and the reading of the notes was continued to-day. 
Counsel for defence endeavored to destroyed the value of 
the short-hand notes taken by Coustable Stringer, by a 
question suggesting that they had been altered since beiug 
taken, but failed to shake the witness. From the line of 
cross-exatnination, it is evident that one point of the defeuce 
will be that nearly all the meetings at which the traversers 
spoke were sanctioned or presided over by the Catholic 
clergy. Parnell, Dillon and Sullivan were not present in 
Court to-day, having contrary to expectations, gone to at- 
tend the opening of Parliament. 

Dublin, January 5th.—The officers of tho Trade Brauch 
of the Land League, who were arrested to-day, have been 
remanded, bail being refused. A large force of police 
escorted the prisoners to jail. A crowd assembled aud 
threatened the police, but military with fixed bayonets 
joined the police. | 

All the traversers who are members of Parliament, 
except Healy, who is to attend a Land League meeting at 
Forey on Thursday, have gone to London. A. M. 8ul- 
livan, M. P., who was engaged in the State trials as one of 
the counsel for the defence, also remains at Dublio. 

Dablin, January 6th.—At tho Omagh Assizes to-day, 
farmer Graham was convicted of shooting Bailiff Malhol- 
land, near Cookstown, on the 8th of December, and sen- 
tenced to penal servitude for life. 

The officers and members of the Land League arrested 
at Tralee are Harrington, proprietor of the Kerry-Sentinel, 
President of the League; Lyons, ‘Treasurer ; O'Rourke, 
Secretary ; Kelly, a draper, and Brassil, proprietor of the 
Kery Independent. They are charged, with other evil- 
disposed persons, with having on divers occasions during 
the month of December illegally held a Court in Tralee and 
exercised coercive jurisdiction. 

London Jaunary 5th—The News, editorially, says: 
“The Queen’s speech will state ¢hat a bill will be introdu- 
cod for ‘establishing County Boards on an electire bassis in 
Ireland. This is au important measure. If, as we believe, 
it gives popular government in ovunties, it will do some- 
thing to remove the semblance of the grievance which stimu- 
lates the Home Bule mobement. The Irish counties will 
thna got what Euglish counties have vainly looked for.,’ 

London, January 5th.— A Military Commissioner of high 
rank, who has been making investigations in Ireland, has 
forwarded to the Government a full report of the observa- 
tions and opinions, of which the following is a eynopsis : 

First—No actual organized rising is feared at present. 
A determined leader might have incited a rising, but the 
precautionary measures of despatching extra forces throggh- 
out the country, which have been adopted, have greatly 
lessened the probability of such an occurrence. 

Second—There is uo occasion to fear that the presence 
of additional forces will aggravate the disorder. 

Third—If Her Majesty’s Government at once takes strict 
measures for the repression of lawlessness, a peaceful solu- 
tion of the present difficultics and the cessation of outrages 
and disturbances may bo looked for with confidence. 
People well acquainted with the intentions of the Land 
League, state that « rising was never intended, at least not 
at present. 

Liverpvol, January Sth.—The steamership St. Albans, 
from Baltimore, lost 94 cattle on the prssage, and the 
steamer Enrique, from the same port, lust 126. ‘The Bra- 
zilian, recently wrecked, lost 40 head. 

New York, January 5th.—The Amorican Pauama Canal 
Commitee have received the following cablegram from 
Paris: A preparatory expedition, composed of engineers 
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and skilled mechauies, left Havre to-day for Panama 
direct, to commence a survey and operations immediately. 
A large number of mechanics and laborers, a quantity of 
machinery and a large supply of provision, have been 
ordered in New York aud New Orleans, for immediate 
shipment to the scene of operations. 

Havana, January 5th.—El Triumfo comments unfavora- 
bly on the King’s speech at the opening of the Spanish 
Cortes, and says reforms in Cuba must remain subject to 
reciprocity treaties and protection, and therefore there can 
be no reforms. Spaiu cannot pay the Cuban debt incarred 
before 1878. It declares that the Caban Liberals Oppose 
the present law for the abolition of slavery, ‘aud want im- 
melinte abolition, unconditionally, without monetary com- 
pensation. 

London, January 5th.—Premier Gladstone, replying to 
n letter relative to Transvaal ; says: “I am assured that 
when full information is preseuted to Parliament, the Go- 
verument’s desire to act with impartial regard to the inter- 
ests and rights of all parties concerned will be appreciated.” 

Paris, Jauuary 5th—Vignaux says he will agree to 
Slosson’s challenge for a return match, if he is allowed to 
practice four hours daily for a fortnight on the table which 
Slosson brought over and on which the last match was 
played. Viguaux says he thinks a euitable table can be 
found in Paris, without sending to New York. Vignaux 
declines Slosson’s offer of expenses to New York, as if he 
went to America, he would appeal to nobody for his ex- 

uses. 

— January 5th.—The funeral of Blanqui took place 
to-day. A procession of 30,000 persons followed the remains 
to the cemetery, and an enormous crowd of spectators lined 
all the streets through which the procession passed. No 
disturbance occurred. Fuueral orations were delivered over 
the tomb. Louise Michel was oue of the principal speakers, 
aud after leaving the cemetery she received an ovation from 
the populace. Henri Rochefort attended, but quitted the 
cemetery before the speeches were delivered. 

Lyons, January 5th.—The value of exports from the 
Lyons consular district to the United States during 
December was 85,000,000 franes, being an iucrease of 
1,000,000 fraucs over the amount for December, 1879. 
The total exports for the year were 60,000,000 francs, 
an increase of 11,000,000 francs compared with 1879. 

London, January Sth.—An official des from 
Pietermaritzburg, dated to-day, says that Captain Lambert, 
lately a prisoner at Wiedelburg, has just arrived. He was 
released on parole, with Captain Elliott. Both were sent 
to the Orange Free State unarmed, but when crossing the 
Vaal River the Boers who accompanied them fired on 
them, and Captain Elliott was killed. Sixty-two prisoners 
of the 94th Regiment, released by the Boers, are on their 
way down. 

ptain Lambert gives the following amount of the dis- 
aster, to the 24th, on the road from Pretoria to Lydenberg: 
The detachment was met by two men with a letter sam- 
moning the Colouel to surrender, allowing two minates 
for decision. ‘The Colonel refused to comply with this 
demaud, and formed his men, on which fire was immediately 
opened on all sides. The officers were almost instantly 
shot down and the force disabled. The Colonel then ordered 
asucrender. [Eighty-six men were buried on the field and 
26 have since died. 

Captain Lambert estimates the number of Boers at Hel- 
delburg at 4000. He met large numbers of Boers going 
in from the Orange Free State. 

The commanding officer at Newcastle reports that 300 
Boers had entered Natal and taken up a strong position on 
the road to Transvaal, about five miles, within the border. 
They are pushing patrols to a point 10 miles from New- 
castle. 

Utrecht, Holland, January 5th.—Prof. Harting announ- 
ces that 5000 persons have signed his address to the Eng- 
lish people in regard to the independence of Transvaal. 
Copies of the address will be seut to the United States aud 
other couutries. 

Agram, Jauuary 5th.—There was another violent shock 
of earthquake to-day. 

Copeuhagen, January 5th.—It is feared that the steamer 
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Oscar Dickeon, with an exploring party, has been lost in 
the Siberiau Polar Sens. 

London, January 5th.—A book containing an entry re- 
garding the steamer Farnley lins been found on one of the 
bodies washed ashore on Jatland. 

London, January 4th.—The commander of the ironclad 
Lord Warden, Guardship of the Frith of Forth, denies the 
story that a torpedo has beon found beneath the bows of 
that vessel. 

Dublin, January 4th.—The proceediags, to-day, in the 
State trial, principally consisted of cross-examination of two 
members of the constabulary, who had been employed as 
Government stevographers, on their evidence concerning 
speechs delivered by Parnell, Dillon, Biggar, Boyton, and 
Sexton, recommediug the refusal of rents, Boycotting, etc. 
The cross-examination was very effective. The witnesses 
admitted that they were unable to.mnake verbatim reports. 
One admitted that it was barely possible that he omitted 
Sentences which might have qualified or explained those 
reported. He said Le once fulsely represented himself to be 
a uewspaper reporter. Parnell was cheered as usual on 
leaving the Court. 

London, January 4th.—A despatch frem Birmingham 
states that inquiries have been muade at leading guumakers 
there, aud the replies received confirm the reports of the 
exportation of arms to Ireland. Large orders have been, 
and are now being, executed. There has been, also, a 
brisk demand for revolvers, One of the principal gun- 
makers states that more revolvers have been sent to Ire- 
land from Birmiugbam iu the past two months than during 
the preceding two years. 

London, January 4th,—Lord Dufferin has published a 
paper on the Irish land question, in which ie strongly con- 
demns “the three F’s” system—fair rents, free sules, and 
fixity of tenure—pointing out that the sale of tenant in- 
terests lins a tendency to saddle holdings perpetually with 
double rent, aud he says the system, if granted, would 
only further encourage a uew set of agitutors to en- 
deavour to dixpossess landlords of the remaining vest- 
iges of their rights. Lord Dufferin favours a system copied 
from that adopted at the enfranchisemeut of the Russian 
serfe, namely, the buying up ofa large portion of the land 
in Ireland, and the conversion of rents into Jand charges 
payable to the State. For the chronically poverty-stricken 

- districts of the West, he recommends that the State aid 
emigration to Manitoba and the northwest of Cauada, to be 
worked with the co-operation of the Domiuion Government. 
He pvints out that as the Catholic Church.is supreme in 
those parts, the clergy of Ireland will nut oppuse emigra- 
tion thither, as they do emigration to the United States. 

The Times remarks that Lord Dufferin’s suggestions, 
although interesting, do not forecast the Land Bill, as the 

. Government will not make grants from the Exchoquer or 
pledge the credit of the country. 

. Dubliu, January 4th.—The Land meeting which 
was to take place at Magherafelt, Country Londonderry, 
-on Thursday, aud & counter demonstration thereon on thie 

- game day, have been prohibited. 

The Gazette pablishes a proclamation offering a reward 
- of £500 for the discovery of the persons who fired at Rev. 
Canon Fleming, Rector of Ballinakill, last week. 

Londou, January 4th.—The War Office has issuod circu- 
lars to the officers commanding the volanteers iu Loudon 
and the provinces, advising them to take preeantions against 
attacks ou their armories. 

Loudon, January 4th.—Dr. Schliemann has presented 
-his collection of ‘Trojan antiquities to the Emperor of 
Germany, to be placed in the Museum in Berlin. 

New York, January 4th.—The World’s London special 
says: The Queen's speech was submitted to the Cubinot 
to-day, and will be signed by her Majesty to-morrow. 
. Almost all the members of Parliament havo arrived, aud 
-Lord Bencousfie'd is suid to be very active in his movements 
among them previous to the opening of the session. It 
seems to bo conceded that Paruell is nut allowed to leave 
Ireland. Justin McCarthy will take his place as leader of 
the Home-Rule party in the House of Commons. . 

Constantinople, January 4th.—The foreign Ambassadors 
refuzed to uccede to the proposal of ‘Tissot, the French 
representative, to send a collective note to the Porte iu 
favor of arbitration, but have individually urged arbitratiou. 

Berlin, January 4th.—The Emperor has received a report 
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on the excesses of partisans of the anti-Jewish agitation oy 
New York’s eve, and has expressed a desire that most 
stringent measures be taken against their repetition. 

Loudon, January 4th.—A despatch from Athens says 
that war seems unavoidable. The preparations of Greece 
though exceediug her means, cannot be stopped uuless a 
proper solution of the question is found. 

Paris, January 4ih.—A duel with swords has taken place 
between Grmux and D’Iufreville, a nephew of Madame de 
Brement, in consequence of the letter of Madame Braux to 
Lairant in connection with the charges agaiust Emile de 
Girardin. Graux was wounded. 

London, January 4th.—A despatch from Lisbon says that 
the news that Englund has requested Portugal to allow 
British troops to pass throagh Portuguese territory to the 
Transvaal is correct. The Government must consult the Cortes, 
as the treaty bearing on that subject has not yet been rati- 
fied. As the Dutch Government thinks the Boers ought to 
be considered belligereuts by the Powers, Portugal, being a 
neutral State, is in a difficult position. 

The transport steamer Queen take to the Cape 30 officers, 
429 men and 357 horses. The Hankow take 6 officers 860 
men and 210 horses. The Ararat take 5 officers, 187 men 
and 112 horses. These troops incladed dragoous, infautry 
aud men of the army, hospital and navy service corps. A 
steamer sailed for the Cape yesterday with a milliin cart- 
ridges and other stores. 

Durban, January 4th—A despatch dated Newcastle, 
to-day, reports that a force of Boers have entered the 
territory of Natal, and intend to oppose the advance of the 
British from the Natal side of the Drakensburg. 

The President of the Orange Free State has refused to 
permit rebel Basuto chiefs to obtain ammunition in his ter- 
ritories. 

London, January 4th.—A despatch from Berliu states 
that the summoning of the Governor of Poland from War- 
suw is believed at St. Petersburg to be connected with the 
alleged intention of the Czar to confer equality of civil 
rizhts on the Poles. 


Dublin January 3rd.—On the resumption of the State 
trials this morning, the Court was crowded, though the 
proceedings were uninteresting, simply consisting of the 
reading of stenographers’ notes of the speeches of the 
traversers. ‘The Court to-day decided that the speeches 
delivered in favor of the traversers at various meeti 
throughout the country be read by their counel. It is 
expected that this decision will cousiderably protract the 
trials. 

A more repulsive and terrible year has never come upon 
the country. Jts history may be written in two words: 
« Distrese—Distarbance.” It came in a begging box and 
has gone out with bludgeons. It will take many years to 
reconstruct the social system now iu rains, and few, can be 
sanguine enough to hope the task will be accomplished in 
the present generation. 

One of the largest land meetings ever held in Connaught 
tuok place at Louglirea, County Galway, Suuday. Davitt 
was the principal speaker. Several thousand persons were 
present. 

The police patrol in Sligo county, last night exchanged 
shots with an armed party. It is supposed one of the par 
tics was wounded. ‘There was one arrest. 

Cork, January 3rd.—Daniels, the man who was shot and 
dangerously wounded by the party of men who visited bis 
house, persistently refuses to tell the police who the men 
were that fired upon him or for what reason they attacked 
him. 

Londou, January 3rd.—It is stated that 1,000 guns are 
sent to Ireland surreptitiously from Birmingham weekly; 
and that within the last three wecks 5,000 Enfield rifles 
have been sent there from Birmiugham shops. ; 

‘There is smull basis for rumors that the Fenians intend 
to seize arms iu the noth of England. Precaations are, 
however, being taken. 

Doblin, January 3rd.—The counsel for the traversers 
took udvantage of the decision of the Court permi(ting the 
reading of speeches, made in favor of the traversers, to take 
evidence concerning the speech of Richard O'Shaughnessy, 
with a view to showiug that the Limerick meeting was nv 
claracterized by the violent tone that the Crown sought to 
atribute to it. Nolan, counsel for tho traversers, also 
read various long speeches. Judge Fitzgerald thereupoe 
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remarked that they wero a long rigmarole, without any 
bearing on the issue of the trials, and if they had any, iu 
his judgment, it would Le one prejudicial to the traversers. 
Ifthe defence persisted in such a course, he snid, the Court 
would have to sit from 10 o'clock till 6. 

The Proceedings, except for this incident, consisted of 
reading extracts of speeches by Parnell, Bigger, Dillon, 
Sexion, Brennan and O'Sullivan, showing that the traver- 
sera had encouraged! tenants to hold farms and pay 
no rent. If reduced reut was not accepted, telling them 
that the land question in Ireland would soon be settled as 
it bad been in Germany, by their becoming the owners. 
At the rising of the Court Parnell was loudly<chvered by a 
crowd in the hall of the Four Courts. 

London, January 8rd.—A scheme to blow up the 
ironclad Lord Warden, guard-ship of the Firth, is sup- 

d to have existed for the past week. A torpedo has 

a found beneath the bows of the vessel. A large torpedo 
has consequently been buoyed aronnd the ship to keep 
hoats or torpedoes off, aud other precautions have been 
taken. The 
7800 tons, and carries 18 guns. She is in the coast guard 
service. 

London, January 8}d.—The Pall Mall Gazette, in its 
editorial, says: There is too much reason to think that 
inquiry into the aunexation and subsequent administration 
of the Transvaal would bring to light facts which would 
make all Englishmen indignant. If annexation be main- 
tained, it will turn against us the enmity of every Dutch- 
man iu South Africa. The reasons usually assigned for not 
giving up the country are little else than shadowy. 


Now York, January 8rd.—A cable special to the IVorld 
from Loudon of the 2ud says: The Laud-Lesaguers who are 
now on trial in Dublin are claiming that eight of the jury- 
men are.on their side, and they openly boast that there will 
be no conviction, as the jury will either disagree or declare 
the traversers not guilty. This has been the opinion of 
sensible people from the beginning. Iam told by persons 
who are generally well iuformed in political matters that 
a fourth party, of which Lord Randolph Churchill is the 
acknowledged leader, will join with the Parnellites in their 
———— to coercion, if by doing so they can see a chance 
of defeating the Government. This seems strauge in con- 
nection with Lord Salisbury’s patronage of the new party. 
The Ministry expect a prolonged opposition to coercion 
measures, and are prepared to meetit. Au urgeut whip 
has been sent round to all their supporters, aud they will 
— present their full strength when it comes to de- 


te. 

The Land Leaguers of Drogheda, finding that the author- 
ities were determined to prevent them from holding a 
meeting to-day, held a meeting yesterday, taking the 
Government by surprise. Michael Davitt was hurriedly 
summonded from Dublin, aud he made at telliug speech of 
an hour’s length. 

T. M. Healy, member of Parliament from Waterford, 
who was passing through Drogheda, stopped over long 
enough to address the meeting. He was in the middle of 
his speech when the constabulary arrived -under-arms, and 
dispersed the assemblage. The riot act was read by a 
magistrate. There was also to have been a Land League 
meeting at.Clontarf to-day, and an immense crowd turued 
out to attend it. They found the platform guarded by 
constabulary aud dragoons, and no attempt was made to 
Organize a meeting or to make speeches. Instead of this, 
fully 10,000 peuple formed in procession and were not inter- 
fered with by the military. | 

Twenty thousand people were present at a Land-League 





which was prohibited, was held there on Saturday. After 
Henly aud Davitt had made speeches, two magistrates sam- 
moned the Chairman to stop the meeting and the Riot Act 
was read. Theo people dispersed quietly. Teun thousand 
persons were present. 

A mooster Land Lengue meeting took place at Balley 
Castle on Suturday, and a meeting at which 30,000 were 
present was held the same day nt Killally. A collision is 
reported at Tuam between the soldiers and the crowd, dur- 
ing which stones were freely thrown. 

A meeting which was to have Leen held at Clondslkia 
to-day was prohibited, because tho authorities had reason to 
believe that it had been summoned for the purpose of inter- 
fering with the adwinistrution af the law aud a fair aud im- 
partial trial of the traversere. 

A troops of dragoons, a company of infantry and a large 
force of police surrounded the platform to preveat the 
meeting at Clonturf. Although a large nunber of people 
were present no attempt was made to hold a meeting. 

London, January 2ud.—A dispatch from Constantinople 


Warden is au acmor-plated steamship of| says the Porte is informed that Greece is introducing arms 


ou the mainland from Corfu and Sauta Mauro in foreiga 
vessels. The Porte proposes to notify the Powers of this 
violation of the treaties, which guarantee the perpetual 
neutrality of the Ionian islands. 


London, January 2ud.—A dispatch from Berliu says: 
Dervish Pasha has arrested ta cae chiefs of the Al- 
banian League, who will be sent to Constantinople. 

Paris, January 2nd.—Despite the unfavourable declara- 
tions of the Porte aud Greece relative to arbitration, the 
Powers have not abandonded negotiations for a compromise 
between the two countries. 

Paris, January 2ud.—Slosson has sent a fresh challenge 
to Vignaux to-night for publication in the Gaulote and 
Figaro. 

Madrid, January 2nd.—The Minister of the Netherlands 
to Spain was fouud dead iu his bed this morning. 

Rio Janeiro, January 2ud.—During the Senatorial elec- 
tions in Ceava there was fighting between the various 
factions, aud thirty-five persons were wounded. 

Loudon, January 2ud.—A Durban correspondent says : 
It is reported that if troops are sent from England to 
fight the Boers the Dutchmen in the free States will 
make common cause with the Boers, 

The Premier of the Cape Governmont telegraphs on De- 
cember 81st that the colonials have gained a signal snccess 
over the Tamboukies, eighty rebels being killed and 8000 
cattle aud 5000 sheep captured. | 

Toulou, January 1st.—The ironclad Richelieu is still 
smouldering, and the firemen find it difficult to enter her 
without danger of saffucation. Some of the smaller guns 
will be recovered. — 

London, January Ist.—A Paris despatch says: The 
diplomatic relations of France are, as the year goes out, 
bighly satisfactory. 

ew York, January Ist.—A Paris correspondent of the 
Tribune ridicules De Leaseps’ methods of raising the wind 
by his Isthmus Canal operatious. The real purpose, the 
“true iawardness,” of the scheme lies in the 19th articles 
of the coutract, or Notarial act of association, constituti 
the company. This states that ten per ceat. of the shares 
are to form a privileged series of shares of stock for the 
founders of the company. Ifthe whole stock should be re- 
alized this privileged proportion would amount to about 
20,000,000 francs, or $6,000.000. Was there ever a more 
bare-faced annouvvement ? Ilo truth, De Lesseps is a flash 
man. His pecuniary oeeds are great. He uot only wants 
money, but be wauts much of it. His liabilities are great, 


meeting in Youghal, county Cork. A striking fenture of| bat I am much mi-taken if be has not this time torn off ra- 


the assemblage was a body of 2000 mounted farmers. It 
does not appear that the authorities interfered with this 
meeting in any way. 

The Queen will hold a Cabinet Council on Wednesday, 
at which Irish affair will be fully discussed. 
Cork, Januar 2ud.—A party of men have visited the house 
ofa man named Daniels and shot him, inflicting dangerous 


— — ‘The affuir is believed to be conueeted with Fen- 
Dublin. January 2nd.—A Land League meeting was held 


to-day near Killarney at which 800 persons were present. 
order not to come in contact with the police, a meeting 
which was called to take place at Drogheda on Sunday, and 
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ther too much of the veil which has hitherto hung over his 
schemes, 

Lon.lon, January Ist.—Tbe Daily News, in a leading 
editorial yesterday, eays: The Cabiuet Council Thursday 
considered the Irieh laud scheme. 

Two constables have started for Ireland with Hennelly, 
who was arrested at Tipton, Eugland, for complicity in the 
murder of Lord Mountmorris. 

A despaich fiom Cork says: The waat of employment is 
felt everywhere, and vowbere more keenly than in those 
districts where the ayitatious bas taken the greatest hold. 
Extraordiuary meetings are beiug held in different parts of 
the country for the purpose of starting public works. 


— 
— — — ——— a te ronder — 

Dablin, January — hare Al os — eee aes, of Gordon stidiventisn — + res- 
different while the case for the Crown was being stated, aan oe hem. It is considered probable, in 
developed much watchful industry in regard to the withes- | traint i be put — Hike: the: Gevanimient willvipee: 
ses, waking copious notes and passing them to his counsel. _— - t Ld aa by - caaures: of eoateiou, that: Pariell 
It is n curious fact that one of the traversers, Gordon, bus carpe ues will attend, to oppose this policy. 
not up to the present even come to Dublin, and the Crown jan * 1st.—T'o-day the Ewployers’ Liability 
has never once inquired after him. It is stated that he is ill Rages Chngeens bills, passed at the last section of 
eS ied — Boa ua coats itself in regurd to the| Parliament, came into operation. — 
whereabouts of the defendants. ‘This has given the tra-| London, January Ist.—All the prisoners for * t 
versers much satisfaction, and it is probable that Bigger) Seotland were released at midnight, in pursuance of an Ac 
euler ee sey ae He fae rattan Lea — ee Willen —* alias “The Tipton 

ason assigned for the prohibition o : ondon, — 72 : ; 
——— * — is it he — calculated — formerly n well known pugilist, died on Chriat- 
ite i ing among Her Majesty’s subjects. mas Eve. ; 
° Paris, crete | band of —— * bonds and] London, Januar 1st.— Boyd bas informed cena that 
receivers of stolen bonds have been arrested in Milan. |he will not go to oronto to meet him. A match irs 
They belong toau organization comprising Itnlians, French- | Ross and Boyd on the ‘Thames next August will probably 
~ men, Englishmen, Poles and Americans, having branches |be arrauged after the Haulan-Laycock race. - 
and agents iu the chief cities of Eurupe, and were selling} London, January 1st.—The report of Blanqui’s death 
forged or stolen French bunds in Italy, Italian bonds | seems to have been a cnuard, Special correspondents at 
in France and so on. An extensive rebbery iu nate a few | Paris say he is hopelessly ill and that his death is hourly 
o has been traced tu them, and other famous | expected. — ; 
— between Paris and London are also atrributed to ndon, January Ist.—The Times, in its financial 
the same parties. The prisoners will < — to pve — says: * — a baste eh terre 
New York, Jauuary lst.—Charles Becker an Tge|from Peru, stating that the Chileans 
Englestou, — — note, have been arrested aud twenty miles of Lima, December 23rd. ; 
locked up in the ‘Tombs to await extradition to Italy,} London, January lst.—A despatch received from Bombay 
where they are charged with obtaining large sums of money yesterday says: It is reported that the One Hanudred and 
on forged bills of exchange. This capture breaks up &/Tonth Regulars of Bengal Lancers (natives) has voluntoer- 
band of the most noted forgors, who have been the terror | ed fur service in South Africa. ; . 
of the continent for years. Becker is well known to the] The Boer’s account of the affair with the 94th Regiment 
police as the man who perpetrated the $64,000 forgery on |is that Commandant Janbert, with « patrol of 150 men, met 
the Union Trust Company in 1878. They were arrested | the troops and requested the officers to await Colonel Lan- 
on a despatch from Cousul Crosby, at Florence, being you’s orders, but the officers insisted on going on. Com- 
charged with forgeries there, aud they will be held for ex-| mandant Janbert then commanded a charge, and in fifteen 
tradition papers, which have been forwarded. ; minutes fifty of the British were killed aud many wounded, 

Rome, January lst.—In order to avoid the repetition of and then the remainder surrendered. 
misrepresentations in regard to the stato of Ireland in Ca- Cape Town, January Ist.—The Triumvirate have issued 
tholic uewspapers, the Pope lins requested all Catholics |» proclamation defending their actiou and offering pardon 
journals to submit their articles on Irelnud to the Vatican | to all opponents. They agree to rotnin the present officials, 
authorities. to adwit a British Consul, and to indemnify Great Britain 

Loudon, January lst.—Alfred New has failed. He was | for her expenditure on behalf «of the Transvaal. The Tri- 
the proprietor of extensive iron works at Trowell, near|umvirate have proclaimed martial law. Gov. Bellaires at 
Nottingham. His liabilities are heavy. James Brierly & | Potchefstroom is closely besieged. His position causes 
‘Co, cotton-Spinuers of Rochdale, have failed. Liabilities, great appreheusion here. Colonel Lanyon, British Admin- 
£23,000 j istrator for the Transvaal, is still at Pretoria. He has 
been sammoned to surreuder. The excitement throughuot 
the Cape Colony is intense. Commanication with the Trans- 
vaal, except through the Orange Free States, is entirely 
interrupted. 

New York, January 1st.—A London cable special to the 
World, dated December 81st, says: I learned to-night on 
the authority of a member of the Government that the 
highest importance is attached to the grave intelligance 
received to-day from the Transvaal. The preparations of 
the Boers for revolt were much more perfect and elaborate 
than they were believed to be, as is shown by the fact that 
they have been able to hold Pretoria, with a large force, 
agaiust the British arms. Their plans were protty well 
matured, even at the close of the Zula war for they pur- 
chased and are now mounted on horses used by the King’s 
dragoons and lancers, which were sold at that time. 

New York, January Ist.—A cable special to the Herald 
feom Loudon says: A telegram from the Hague states 
that the whole country called the land of Heensden and 
Altena is inudated by the bursting of the dyking last Wed- 
nesday night. ‘The break is in the embankment of the 
river Mans, between Nienwkerk and Viymen. The 
breach is snid to be fifty yards wide. Eightecn villages are 
completely submerged. The inhabitants were obliged to 
flee for their lives, and a great loss of cattle and shoep is 
reported. There has also been some Joss of life, but its 
extent has not been ascertnined. The condition of affairs 
is most disastrous. The Reliof Commitee, which was 
organized at the time of the last inundation, has been 
reconstituted. 

Paris, January 1st.—All the Powers are doing their 
utmost to cnlin the excitement in Greece, Bartholemy St. 
Uilaire, French Minister of Foreign Affaire, recently sent 


2 —— by which the Greek Ministers must 



















,000. 

London, January 1st.—The groes revenue of the United 
Kingdom for 1880 was £83,290,890. The receipts from 
customs decreased during the year £482,000, and from 
excise duties £507,000. Tho receipts from stamps iucreas- 
ed £964,000 in consequenee of the changes in the probate 
dues devised by Sir Staffurd Northcote in his last budget. 
The Post Office revenues show an increase of £257,000, aud 
the receipt from the telegraph £185,000. 

London, January 1st.—The steamship Alvetia, which 
arrived yesterday, lind been in collision. Her portquarter 
was considerably damaged and the afterhold was filled with 
water. She will be docked at Birkenhead for repairs. 

Paris, January 1st.—Claude Joseph Cassimere Gaillar- 
deny, a French historian, and Siguor Mauro Macchi, an 
Italian writer and rhetorician, are dead. 

London, January Ist.—Hanlan and Ross, the oarmen, 

have issued a challenge to any two men in the world for a 
double-scull race for £500 or £1,000 a sido the racc to take 
place in the early part of the ensuing season. They will 
allow a portion of the stakes for expenses in going to Ame- 
rica to row. Hanlan and Laycock did good work yester- 
* Both are in excellent health. 
'__ Paris, January 1st.—President Gravy held the usual 
New Year's reception to-day. Tho Papal Nuncio conveyed 
the good wishes of the diplomatic body. President Grévy 
replied that he was deeply touched by the warm tone of the 
Seutiments expressed. He afterwards cordially thauked 
the Ambassadors iudividaally, The receptions were more 
‘numerously attended than thoso Inst year. 

London, Jauuary lst.—The Army and Navy Gazette 
says: The army estimate in the new Budget will exceed 
twenty million pounds. 

- Dublin, January 1st.—Should Parnell and the orthe 
traversers who are members of the Honso of Comsmon 
decide to go to London, there is nothing in the law under 
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The office of H.B.M. Ohargé d’Affaires in Japan is certain- 
ly not a very enviable onc. It would seem that he is not 
only expected to act as the commanity’s mouthpiece in their 
discussions with the Japanese Government, but that he is also 
held accountable for the nature of the replies the latter may 
see fit to give, At the request of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Kennedy calls on the ex-Minister of Finance to discuss 
tho present “ financial and commercial position,” and receives 
an assurance, that Mr. Okuma “deplores the stagnation in 
foreign trade and has used his utmost efforts to provide a 
remedy,” but that, “ contrary to the views of the Chamber,” 
he attributes the depreciation of the currency entirely to 
adverse exchanges. This reply Mr. Kennody transmits in 
its integrity without comment of any sort. He fecls no 
doubt that he is addressing a body of reasonable business 
men, who understand that the best discharged duties are 
generally least paraded, and the result justifies his estimate. 
The Chamber is very naturally disappointed with Mr, Okama’s 
reply. They honestly believe him to be mistaken in his 
diagnosis of the situation, and fear that bis error may indace 
Unwise action. Perceiving, however, that his conviction is 
immutable, they refrain from “troubling Mr. Kennedy any 
further” in tlie matter, and Mr. Okuma’s statement con- 
sequently “receives no further attention.” In all this, 
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however, no shadow of dissatisfaction at Afr. Kennedy’s 
action was apparent ; no hint was dropped that he had omitted 
to urge this point, or might have pressed that more stoutly. 
On the contrary, the Chamber by implication expressed iteelf 
thoroughly content with the advocacy its views had 
received, since its perception of Mr. Okuma’s determined 
obduracy coald only have been based on a presumption that 
no effort to move him had been spared. Had there been any 
just ground for accusing Mr. Kennedy, either of perfanctori- 
ness or credulity, it is little likely that the Chamber would 
have refrained from “troubling bim any further” and 
concluded that all attempts to modify Ar. Okama's views 
were well nigh heupeless. It was reserved therefore for a critic 
of more than sane shrewdness to discover, that the Chamber 
of Commerce meant to tay something totally different from 
what it did say, and that the act of transmitting a message 
is equivalent to endorsing its terms. 

This is simply mischiof-making of the most pestilent des- 
cription, but fortunately in the present case, too clamsy {o 
be peraicivas. The foreign community is not possessed of 
sach “easy faith” as to be duped into applauding a cham- 
pion who devises the grievances he parades, nor will the 
Chamber of Commerce accept with much gratitude a role 
that is little calculated to farther the interests it advocates. 

“ Liberty Wilkes,” when his application for the governor- 
ship of Canada was treated with contempt by Lord Bate, is 
reported to have told Mr. Rigby that his lordship had acted 
very foolishly, for in fatare the “North Briton” should 
never cease its attacks upon him until it had made him the 
most unpopular man in England. Concerning this, Boswell 
subsequently remarked, that the Wilkites had evidently great 
faith in the adhesive properties of dirt, for they threw it 
persistently even where it was least likely to stick. “True, 
Sir,” replied Dr. Johnson, “ bat be assured that they will 
presently also discover its propensity to recoil and bespatter 
themselres far more grievously than those at whom it is 
directed.” 





“A straw shows how the wind blows,” bat that the 
approach of war should be indicated by bandles of straw 
sandals, is a very pretty addition to the catalogue of cir- 
cumstantial vaticinations. 

When General Grant, at the request of the Chinese 
Government, assumed the role of mediator in the Rinkia 
trouble, he advised that each side should appoint a commis- 
sioner with absolute power to adjust the rival claims. Japan 
immediately consented, and forwarled the necessary credentials 
to Mr. Shishido, then Minister at Pekin, a man justly 
deemed worthy of so grave a trust. The Chinese on their 
part were not backward. Mr. Shishido, in his capacity of 
plenipotentiary commissioner, was iuformed hy the Tsangli 
Yamen that they had received Imperial authority to treat 
with him absolately and «definitely, and with this under- 
atanding the negutiations were commenced. When both 
parties are actuated by a sincere desire to agrve, the progress 


146 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 12, 188]. 


m— — — — — — ——e— —s— —— — —— —— — 


of a debate is for the most part tolerably smooth. Japan 


At the present moment China is probably a little startle 


was certainly actuated by such a desire, and China seemed to | by this unlooked for firnmess, bat that is all. She cannot be 


be. Moreover, in this case, the path to be followed was pretty 
clearly defined. Geography, history, and language, all 
combined to support Japan’s claim, but she was ready to 
concede much for the sake of amity, and the result was, 
that terms mutually satisfactory were soon devised. The 
group of islands was partitioned; China annexing Miyako 
and Kume, which were nearest to her own coast, and Japan 
retaining the remainder. At the same time the former 
power was to accord Japan treaty rights exactly similar to 
those enjoyed by other foreign nations which had inter- 
course with the Celestial Kingdom. We need not here 
describe the differences that had previously existed in this 
respect. Asa matter of fact they were trivial, but what- 
ever might have been their nature, the principle that required 
their removal was incontrovertible. A treaty embodying 
these clauses was drawn up and ready for signaturo on the 
22nd of September, 1880. Mr. Shishido telegraphed to Tokiyo 
that everything was satisfactorily arranged, and for a 
moment the Japanese Government enjoyed the reward of 
firmness and moderation. But China was not equally 
comfortable. Not, indeed, that she discovered any grounds 
of complaint in the proposed arrangement, but her self- 
respect was shocked. She had been betrayed into departing 
from her time-honored path of procrastination, and it was 
necessary that she should at once resume her imperturbable 
snail's-pace. The Tsungli Yamen asked for ten days to 
deliberate. Mr. Shishido, anxious to be himself the bearer 
of the ratified compact, and anxious also to accomplish his 
long contemplated return to Japan, had yet no choice but to 
consent. The desired end might be deferred, but it still seemed 
certain. Ten days passed, fifteen days passed, twenty days 
passed, but still the Tsangli Yamen deliberated. At last 
when Mr. Shishido’s patience was well nigh exhausted, 
though his confidence remained unshaken, he received a 
communication from his fellow Commissioners. It was an 
astounding communication, but by no means without precedent 
in the history of China. The Emperor declined to ratify 


the convention until he had submitted it for approval to the 


Viceroys of the North and South! So then the ‘Tsungli 
Yamen had arrogated authority which it never possessed, 
and while professing to fall in with the plan suggested by 
General Grant, had from first to last consulted its own 
convenience alone. Japan might well have taken grave 
offence at sach contemptuous treatment Herself acting 
throughout with perfect good faith; delegating to her 
Commissioner extraordinary powers sufficient to render his 
decision final, and honestly prepared to accept that decision 
in ite integrity, she finds at the last that China has not only 
left the conduct of the transaction in the hands of her 
ordinary officials, bat that she has no intention whatever of 
accepting anything beyond what is perfeotly pleasant and 
seasonable in her own eyes. Plainly there was only one 
course for Mr. Shishido to pursue under the circumstances, 
He informed the Tsungli Yamen that reference to the 
Viceroys of the North and South was quite unnecessary ! 
That he had been only authorized to confer with commissioners 
in whom powers equal to his own were vested ; that the 
Tsungli Yamen, by simulating the possession of such powers 
so long as it suited their convenience, and laying them aside 
when the occasion suggested, had not acted with the good 
faith expected by the Government of Japan, and that finally 
since the very constitution of the convention violated the ori- 
ginal agreement, he had no choice but to retire from it, wiih- 
drawing at the same time the proposal he had made on be- 
half of his country, and therefore cancelling the cession of the 
two islands Miyako and Kume. 
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offended—unless indeed it be trae of Governments as of in. 
dividuals that the injurer is always less forgiving than the 
injared—neither has auy rupture taken place between the 
two countries. Things have simply reverted to the position 
they were in before General Grant’s interference, with how. 
ever this difference, that whatever may have been the justice 
of China's case before, she has now placed herself hopelessly 
in the wrong. From the most lenient point of view it must 
be confessed that she has been particularly unfortunate of 
late in her method of conducting foreign negotiations. 

Meanwhile the Kongol-wan has gone to bring Mr. Shishido 
home. Japan does not withdraw her Representative from 
Pekin. The staff of the Legation remains there, the Minister 
being replaced by his first Secretary—but as we have said 
before, Mr. Shishido’s leave of absence has been deferred 
until the conclusion of the Convention, and it is not only pri- 
vately convenient but publicly expedient that he should re- 
turn. In the opinion of many, the despatch of a Chinese Com- 
missioner to Tokiyo would have been much more consistent 
with the merits of the case.than the course actually pursued, 
but Japan very willingly waived all such considerations. 
Now, however, it would be at once useless and undignified for 
Mr. Shishido to prolong his stay in Peking. The Koago- 
Awan will meet him either at Chefoo or Shanghai, but she has 
no instructions either to bombard the Taku Forts with her 
“cargo of ammunition’ or shoe an army with her “bales of 
straw sandals.” 





One is reminded of the siege of Carthage when one hears 
of women and girls cutting off their hair and weaving it into 
cords, not for bow-strings indeed, but for the more ignoble 
yarpose of drag-ropes. Let no one say that fanaticism is 
extinct so long as carts laden with material for temple con- 
struction are drawn to their destination by such means. We 
are plainly not so far removed from the days when the sol- 
diers in the barrier guard houses of Yechizen and Kaga had 
orders to prevent the exit of all gold, silver, or articles of 
value other than those required for immediate use, lest 
the fiefs should be utterly impoverished by the people's pro- 
fusion in the matter of religious offerings. Not only fifteen 
thousand minor temples, bat the inhabitants of as many vil- 
lages in the South and West, are to-day combining their 
resources to rebuild the monstcr monastery of Hongwan at 
Kiyoto, and since there is now nothing to check private 
liberality, we may anticipate an edifice worthy of the most 
powerfal Buddhist sect in Japan. Fabulous accounts of 
offerings in coin and kind reach us from Yechixen, 
Kaga, Yetchia, Mino and indeed all the central pro- 
vinces. Timber is of course the great desideratam, sud 
we hear of colossal cedars making their way slowly 
and painfully towards the capital in carts to which 
three or four hundred people are yoked by ropes of hemp aud 
female hair. The use of anything not purely Japanese is 
interdicted, but this rale is apparently capable of evasion on 
occasions, for a certain wealthy ycoman who possessed 8 
magnificent block of Indian pine, was informed that the ceno- 
bites would not refuse to accept it, since Shakka is no less 
revered in Indian than in Japan. 





It is curious to observe how nearly the terrible storm re- 
ported to have caused such damage in England, is contem- 
poraneous with a snow-fall of proportionately unwonted 
violence in the north and west of Japan, From Hokaroke, 
Yechigo, Takata, etc., news comes to the effect that last 
month has been made memorable by an accumalation of snov 
without precedent during the last twenty years. The 
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graph posts are in many places completely buried, and it is 
only by incessant labuur that the inhabitants can preserve 
their houses from destruction. Such rumours sound strangely 
to us who live here in sunshine and begin to tell ourselves 
that the plam-blossoms are barsting and the hazes of Spring 
lending « semblance of softness to the landscape. 





. In an appendix to his History of Japan Mr. Adams states, 
that so fur as he knows “the conception of female chastity 
and virtue, a8 we apprehend it in Europe, and as these 
qualities exist among our women, is hardly to be found in 
Japan,” He even goes so far asto doubt whether an 
equivalent for our word “chastity” exists in the Japanese 
language. Coming from one whose estimate of Japan and 
Japanese things is generally formed with the utmost in- 
partiality and judgment, this opinion deserves all deference, 
but that it is erroneous and misleading we are most thoroughly 
convinced. In the first place, long and careful observation 
has convinced us, that among married women, chastity 
(teisetzu) not only exists, but exists in a considerably grester 
degree than it does with ourselves, We do not speak now 
of the upper ranks. In their case the fact is beyond question. 
But we say that amongst a class of women, whose couduct will 
not endure too close scrutiny either in England or on the 
Continent, immorality will here be found to be the excep- 
tion, and fidelity, answerving fidelity, to a husband himself 
anything but faithful, the common rule. It may perhaps be 
said that this is born of duty not of principle, but who will 
affirm the distinction, or supposing it affirmed, who will 
take upon himself to see therein any ground of disparage- 
‘ment? In the case of unmarried women, however, a moral 
phase somewhat different from that which obtains with us is 
perceptible. That intense antipathy to everything savouring 
of inmodesty, and instinctive shrinking from its contact, 
which are believed to be at once the signs and the safeguards 
of virgin virtue in the West, certainly do not exist to any 
great extent in Japan. Self-consciousness, their inevitable 
companion, is completely absent. It is openly confessed, 
that eo long as we are encambered with sentient bodies, we 
can live in no world other than that we inhabit, and that the 
pradery which professes ignorance of life’s circumstances 
is at beat a useless hypocrisy. Whether it were better to 
walk with open eyes and if we fall, fall wittingly, or to grope our 
way with veiled faces and stumble perhaps against something 
utterly unanticipated; this is the question Japanese Sociolo- 
gy seems to have proposed to itself, and to the result of the 
reply must be attributed that quietly unostentatious discre- 
tion and complete freedom from gauche sensitiveness which 
render the Japanese girl so charmingly companionable and 
at the same time so incomprehensible. Many of the forms 
significant in our eyes are indeed absent, but the reality must 
undoubtedly exists, and we firmly believe that a code of 
chaste morality, varying somewhat from our own, but not by 
any means less effective, is obeyed by the unmarried woman 
in Japan with the same loyalty as in England or America. 
That an opinion opposed to this is largely entertained by for- 
eigners, cannot certainly be denied, but even its advocates 
will admit that they know their data to be insufficient. Not 
by any fault of our own, but owing to the inevitable circam- 
stances of our lives, we are unfortunately denied intimate 
access to that section of Japanese Suciety which alone can be 
Counted representative. Until these conditions be changed, 
it Were more just at least to suspend our jadgment, nor base 
Upon isolated examples, a croed that is at once insulting to 
those amongst whom we live, and calculated to perpetuate 
VUr own ostracism. 
‘\ good deal has already Leen written upon this subject, 
“specially in the early days when civilized men had too often 
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reason to Le shocked ut the riotous violence laid to their 
countrymen’s charge. Happily now, however, there is little 
reason to write. Those disgraceful incidents are seldom, if 
ever, repeated, and though one sometimes fancies it might be 
useful to enquire whether the improvement is dae to a radi- 
cal metamorphosis of our own morals, or to a better appre- 
ciation of the character of those with whom we have to deal, 
silence seems on the whole wiser than speech. It is not so, how- 
ever, when we are confronted by such a case as that described 
in the letter we publish to-day from a lady correspondent. 
Here we have evidence not only that the old false impression 
still exists somewhere in ils worst form, but that there are 
amongst us men who are incapable of self-restraint even in the 
presence of their own countrywomen. We need not dwell 
upon sucha topic. The public will not be slow to pess its 
own verdict, but on the bebalf of this community, we venture 
to assure the women of Japan, that no epithet they can apply 
to the conduct of these graceless roughs will be too strong to 
measure Our indignation. 





The second concert of the season, by the Yokohams 
Choral Society, was given in the Masonic Hall last 
Monday evening before a crowded house. The programme 
was well varied, (song and ballad alternating with 
part-song and choras,) the room was beautifully warm, 
and we must congratulate the Society on another success. 
The great event was of course the Grand Scene from Der 
Freischutz, splendidly sung by Mrs. Zappe ; the vociferous 
applause which followed being responded to by an exquisite 
rendering of a dclightfal little song “Gute nacht.” An 
apology was made for Mr. de Bavier (suffering from 
hoarseness) and his place was supplied by two members of 
the Society, who kindly contributed each a song to supply 
the vacancy. Several lady members (nearly all we believe 
debutantes), gave songs and ballads ; the little nervousness 
incidental to a first appearance was at times apparent, but 
all went well. The favorite songs were Sallivan’s “ Let me 
dream again,” Hatton's “ Last Farewell,” Robandi’s “« Stelle 
confidente ” with violin obbligato, and Balfe’s “ Let not the 
Toses listen.” This last was encored but the lady could not 
be prevailed upon to sing again. The choras work bounded 
along with great fire and spirit, all the numbers being given 
con amore by a choir of about thirty voices. We are glad 
to hear that the Society is flourishing and can now boast of 
about sixty members. We learn farther that the long 
talked of “ Pinafore” will be put in rehearsal immediately, 
and that the performance may be looked for about the middle 
of next month. 


In one extremely vital respect, it is fortanate that Japan 
has not been in a position, if even she had been inclined, to 
follow that ultra-protectionist course that would have been 
shaped for her by some of her advisers. Had she, for in- 
stance, waited to acquire a mercantile marine until one could 
have been built and equipped in her own ports, the ficets of 
the Mitsu Bishi and less widely known companies would not 
be rendering their present effective service toward the develop- 
ment of tho trade of their country ; and the coast traffic, as 


‘well as that hence to China, would still be in the hands of 


Great European or Americau Associations, The absunt law 
which interdicts the importation into the United States of 
vessels constructed abroad, has reduced a once valaable and 
thriving shipping industry to a truly lamentable condition, 
as is shown in unimpeachable figures in a recent report, hy 
the Chief of the Statistical Burean at Washington. While 
American exports and imports carried in foreign botgoms last 
year, were nearly nine times iu excess of value over those of 
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1856, the like trade conducted in vessels flying the stars and 
stripes was, in 1880, about half that of 1856. In spite of 
the enormous increase in the population from thirty to fifty 
million in the last four lustres, the tonnage of American 
vessels engaged in the foreign trade has fallen from two and 
a third million tons to one and a third million in that period. 
If the fact were not stated on such high authority it would 
geem incredible that only twenty-three ships and barques, sail- 
ing vessels, were built in all the yards of the Great Republic 
in the course of the year lately closed. During the past five 
years, while British engineers constructed 1,800,000 tons of 
iron ships, their fellows across the Atlantic have built only 
100,000 tons, ‘‘a disparity,” says the Washington corres- 
pondent of the New York Herald, “so great that it would 
seem to deserve the attention of American statesmen, if any 
such there are.” Since 1856 native tonnage entered at 
United States ports bas alone decreased; but German, 
Swedish and Norwegian, Italian, French, Austrian, Belgian, 
Russian, and even Spanish, tonnage has largely advanced, 
while Great Britain's accretion is represented by the tremen- 
dous figure of 7,000,000 tons entered in American harbors. 
In 1860 sixty-six per cent of American exports and im- 
ports was borne in American vessels. In 1880, maritime 
commerce having meanwhile doubled in value, only seven- 
teen per cent was so conveyed. The United States 
being a great mercantile power with a seaboard of vast 
extent, the Statistical Chief's apology for the decline 
in ite mercantile marine will hardly be satisfactory 
to patriotic citizens. These will doubtless be glad to hear 
that “capital finds abundant and more profitable employ- 
ment in home industries and enterprises than in vessels upon 
the ocean”; bat the explanation, however specious, will 
barely reconcile them to the loss of the best possible school 
for militant sailors in the event of war. Americans are now 
askiug to have free ships, or at least to be allowed “to im- 
port steamers at a certain rate of duty, as they import other 
commodities.” 


We have to record another conflagration in Tokiyo, scarcely 
less disastrous than that of the 26th ultimo. The flames 
broke out yesterday evening (11th) at about six o'clock, in 
Koyanagi street, Kanda. Whether their origin is to be 
ascribed to a brazier in the house of a female hair-dresser by 
name Ishii Kura, or to the furnace of a broiled beef stall 
next door, is not yet definitely determined. At any rate a 
cruel gale of wind—which ever since the forenoon had 
kept men anxiously speculating on the terrible results 
of a fire fostered by such a force—swept the destroyer 
eastwards with irresistible violence, urging it to leap 
hither and thither in a very ferment of activity. Presently 
too it was seen that the flame had bifarcated, one tongue 
tarning in the Nihonbashi direction, and the other towards 
Riyogoku. The latter’s progress was ultimately arrested 
when it reached the scene of rain wronght by its predecessor 
of the 26th ultimo at Yanagiwaracho, but by what accident 
the former’s course was stayed, it is difficult to divine. 
Human agency at any rate does not deserve much 
credit, for when we say that the best organized fire brigade 
and ¢.e most powerful engines in the world could have avail- 
ed little on such a night, it is not difficult to estimate the 
results attribatable to the Japanese processes and appliances 
of to~lay. This morning the tale of destruction comprises 
forty-four streets wholly or partially devastated, and 8,246 
houses in ruins. As to the loss of life we are not yet ia a 
position to speak definitely, Lut we fear the list of casualties 
will le even more than usually long. One or two more 
such calamities, and Tokiyo will hare almost ceased to exist. 
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A well reasoned editorial critique in the We York Herald 
upon the condition of the American merchant navy closes in 
words which may find a fature admonitory echo on this side 
of the Pacific :-— 

But aside from the naval and financial reasons, the com- 
mercial reasons are solid enough to require an immediate 
change of policy. There are half-a-dozen foreign nations 
which have no interest in shipbuilding, that are large carriers 
of our products. They buy the ships in England or Scotland 
and make great profits by sailing them. Why should Ame- 
rican capital and enterprise be deprived of their share in these 
profits? Stage lines are not run to benefit coach builders, 
railroads are not run for the mere interest of manufactures of 
the rolling stock. The profits come from the traffic; the 
benefit to the constructors of the vehicles is incidental. Why 
should we sacrifice so great a national interest as our navi- 
gation to the chimerical fears of a few shipbuilders? Under 
the present system they do not build the ships that carry our 
products. How could they be any worse off if these ships 
were owned by American sailors, and if their profits helped 
the American side of the balance of trade ? s they do not 
build, and are not likely to build, the ships, how could they be 
injured if our own citizens, instead of foreigners, reaped the 
profits of sailing them ? 

A frequent topic of comment amongst us of late years has 
been the process of roughening to which Japanese manners 
and customs are being gradually subjected. That perfect 
and imperturbable courtesy, which in the old times charmed us 
so much and so justly, is disappearing little by little, and in 
its place we too often find the bluntness of the west without 
its justification. Some have been disposed to regard this 
entirely as the result of foreign example, not recognizing 
that the necessities of her altered condition have expelled 
the “science of politeness” from Japan’s educational 
curriculum. Such however is the fact. In olden times 
achild did not learn reading and writing alone, but was 
aleo instructed iu all the usages of society, sometimes after the 
Kogasawara school, sometimes after that of Ise, but always 
in such a fashion that his behaviour was guaranteed against 
any evidence of ungainliness or grossizreté. No doubt this 
sort of thing was occasionally carried beyond the bounds of 
reagon,—as for example in the case of the Tea Clubs,—but 
it was all delightfully calculated to oil the wheels of good- 
fellowship, and we can ourselves testify what jarring unlova- 
ble elements its absence has begotten. In good time, 
however, the Japanese have recognized the error of com- 
pletely laying aside their ancient usages, and it has now been 
determined to restore the science of politeness to its former 
place in the national education. In fature an important 
item of school instraction will be that of teaching the children 
how to pay and acknowledge a compliment, from which dish 
to eat first at a feast, and how to adjust their obeisances to 
the quality of their vis à vis. A lack of competent pro- 
fesaors seems to be the main difficulty in carrying out the 
wcheme, 80 it has been wisely resolved first to qualify the 
present staff of school instructors, and then to utilize their 
services for the pupils, 





What is*‘the East?” Downing street clerks and Times 
leader-writers would answer that it is Greece, Turkey, Bul- 
garia, Roumania, and perliaps one or two minor principalities. 
As far as latitude is concerned it does not, now, extend be- 
yond the Dardanelles. ‘Truly a very limited Orient! The 
sun rises between Cathay and Greenwich. At least the 
ignorant would be induced to believe 80, if they accepted the 
teaching of a recent article in the leading London journal. 
According to that effusion, Russia is withdrawing herself 
from active participation and tranquil prosecution of her 
“ works of interior organization.” When Muscovite schemes in 
this part of the world shall have attained @ measure of fruition, 
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people in western Europe will know what “ interior organiza- | raise cereals 
They will also | which were n 
learn that “the East” is not bounded by the Dardanelles, | tives of thec 


tion” means frem a Russian point of view. 


and that the sun rises as far from Peking as from London 
or St. Petersburg. 





The management, daring the past few years, of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation has been a mag- 
nificent success, and has brought the income of the share- 
holdors from a state of precarious tenure to one of asxured 
and handsome return on investment. From telegrams 
received yesterday, the forthcoming balance sheet will be a 
new guarantee of present prosperity and fature affluence. 
Latest despatches announce that a dividend of £1.10s. per 
share, equivalent to thirteen per cent per annum on paid- 
up capital, will be paid, and in addition two handred 
thousand dollars have been added to the Reserve Fund, which 
now stands at $1,800,000. The total aecmnalations of the 
corporation, inclading this reserve, now amount to between 
six and seven million dollars. A net profit of thirteen 
percent on the twelve months’ operations is fair cause of 
elicitation to the Directors, and one of justifiable self-com- 
mendation on the part of those who have always had practical 
and pecuniary confidence in one of the greatest of fur-eastern 
banking associations. 





Considering the mischief they have so long threatened to 
work, “ the sleeping dragon ” (Riukin) seems a curiously ap- 
propriate title for the group of islands China shows so much 
reluctance to resign. But the name, though not unbecoming 
a Kingdom, is deemed too grandiose for a paltry prefecture, 
so that now-a-days the Japanese prefer to speak of Okinawa, 
or the “ extended rope.” The former term, however, better 
befits the aspect of the place, for not alone does the long 
narrow line of rugged islets resemble some monstrous ani- 
mal stretched out on the surface of the water, but the un- 
ceasing tamult and tamble of the seas that lash its sides, lend 
it a semblance of fierce life well suited to the character of the 
giant serpent. And indeed if it should unfortunately 
happen that the possession of the islands comes to 
be decided by the sword, a place more inconvenient for 
naval operations could not well be conceived. In the 
whole group there are only two ports; the harbour of 
Unten, where Tametomo, despising his mariner’s warning, 
committed his fate (un) to heaven (ten), and that 
of Naha, where scarcely one ship of war might lie securely. 
The surrounding ocean too so bristles with reefs and sunken 
rocks, that from the oldest times no vessel dared attempt 
their passage without the guidance of a pilot from Satsama, 
and the men of Riukia nut unnaturally deemed that heaven 
had purposely built these fortifications to guarantee their 
freedom. And free too they might well have been let remain, 

80 far at least as any benefits they could confer on their 
rulers were concerned. For these three hundred thousand 
people lived miserably enough in their five hundred ill-built 
villages, hardly paying their taxes or scraping together 
cnough to meet the exactions of their despotic government. 
The country is alinost without timber and absolutely without 
metal, so that the houses were nothing more than wattled 
hovels, where on winter anJ summer nights alike half the 
family sat up to protect the others from the clouds of mosquitoes, 
and the mud walls often failed to keep out the venomous 
adder (hama). The soil indeed was generous enough. Sagar 
grew luxuriantly and might have been cultivated with the 
oreatest success, but a law centurics old entitled the Govern- 
ment to take possession of the whole crop at a merely nominal 
Valuation, and the people were consequently compelled to 
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for which the land was totally unsuited, but 
lore or less exempt from the ruinous preroga- 
rown. In truth, the condition of the bulk of the 
natives was wretched in the extreme, for not only was the 
bounty of nature rendered inaccessible to them by unjust enact- 
ments, but their social status was a serfdom of of the most 
helpness nature. Fifteen thousand paid officials, and an equal 
number of hereditary idlers, proyed on them perpetually, 
regarding life and property as things to be toyed with at 
will, and the only resource they had in their sufferings was 
patience. 

Strange to say even in those hard times Japan seems to 
have been always regarded with the utmost reverence and 
affection, for it was the habit of the humbler folks invariably 
to tar their heads northward in sleep, so that their feet 
might never be presented to the Country of Kings. One can 
easily imagined therefore with what joy they welcomed the 
day that saw their islands proclaimed a Japanese prefectare, 
their rights as free citizens assured to them and the laws that 
paralyzed their industry, repealed. No doubt the fifteen 
thousand patricians who found themselves thus deprived of 
their incomes and their privileges alike, were ill satisfied 
with the change, and would gladly have resorted to some more 
deadly weapon than a memorial to the Government at Pe- 
kin, but that nine-tenths of the nation benefited immensely, 
there can be no question whatever. The upper classes too 
have apparently become reconciled to the reform, for within 
the last few months a considerable number have taken service 
in the Japanese army or applied for admission to the Military 
College. Surely we have ample warrant for wishing that the 
present state of affairs may prove permanent, for if the in- 
terests of humanity be things of any moment, the successful 
assertion of Chinese claims would be more than a calamity to 
every man in Riakiu. 


Jacob served a grievously long time for Rachael, but then 
he got her in the end, so that on the whole he may be counted 
more fortunate than a certain missionary, who for nine years 
preached perpetually at Nasu-no-aye iu Rikiu, without 
making a single convert. He was always apparently suffered 
to go his own way unmolested either by the Government or 
the people, for though the former invariably sent a man to 
keep watch daring the sermons, that official’s presence can 
scarcely have been altogether unwelcome, since he constituted 
the whole audience. ‘ Quid mollior aqua, quid durius saxo 
&c.” Surely the missionary was not over credalous wien he 
persuaded himself that the gentle words which had dropped 
from his lips so. long and so persistently mast have produced 
some impression on the obdurate heart of that solitary 
listener. He presented the official with a bible. Two hours 
afterwards the ashes of the holy book were deposited at the 
foot of a royal proclamation forbidding all preaching or 
teaching of foreign religions for the future. This, so far as 
can be ascertained, is the complete history of Christianity in 
Riukiu. 





At the Annual Mecting of the Congregation of the English 
Church, Tokiyo, held at the British Legation, on Tuesday, 
January 25th, the Committee were directed to prepare an 
address to Mr. and Mrs. De Boiuville, on the occasion of 
their leaving Japan, thanking them for the many services 
they have rendered the Church. ° 

The following is a copy of the address forwarded:— 

Dear Mr. AND Mus. DE BuINVILLE. 


On behalf of the Congreyation of St. Andrew's Charch, To- 
kio, we desire to express our feelings of deep regret at your 
departure frum Japan, and Ww assure you of our warm appre- 
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ciation of the services you have rendored the Church during |tion therefore as the quantity of coin in circulation jg 





the years you have remained among us. 

Be assured that you carry with you, on your retuin to Europe, 
our warmest wishes for your welfare and happivuess. 

We who remain wil}! not easily forget your ready help and 
— sympathy in all that concerned the prosperity of our 

hurch. 

Wishing you both a safe and happy return to your friends, 

We remain, 


J.G. Kexnepy, H. M.’s Chargé d’Af- 


faires, 
A.C. SHaw, Chaplain of Legation. 
W. D. Co Committee. 


Signed on behalf 


of the Congregation. Cox. 


L. P. WILLaNn. 





We are glad to be able to inform our readers that the 
scheme for lighting the settlement with gas has prospe- 
red so well that, should no unforeseen accident occur, 
we shall be able to enjoy the onwonted luxary of lighted 
streets ou and after the 16th instant. Quite a number of 
extra posts have been erected, and those that were standing 
look comparatively respectable now that they have been re- 
painted. 


MR. OKUMA AND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
discussion which took place at the Annual meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Commerce on the 8rd instant, 
presented some features of more than usual interest. The 
point at issue was the cause of the currency depreciation. 
Mr. Okuma—acoording to the letter of H. B. M. Chargé 
d’Affaires—ascribed it to the adverse balance of trade ; the 
Chamber, with only one exception, to an excessive issue 
of paper. The two views differ, we believe, in expression 
rather than in reality. In considering them it will be 
well to observe at the outset, that the same economical 
laws obtain in Japan as in all other countries, questions 
of foreign investment and a few other very minor points 
being temporarily excepted. We are not called upon 
therefore to devise any new theory, but only to apply prin- 
ciples already established beyond the possibility of error. 
In view of the circumstances under which paper money 
was originally issued in Japan, we may safely assert that 
it was carried, for the most part, directly into the market 
for commodities. During a long period though not 
theoretically convertible it was practically so, and it con- 
sequently took the place of the precious metals exactly in 
the same way and to the same degree as a convertible 
currency would have done. That the result of this was 
largely to stimulate importation and check exportation, is 
of course undeniable. The exchanges turned against 
Japan and « rapid efflux ofcoin commenced. With a 
convertible currency this would ultimately have been 
arrested by external reaction, neither would it have been 
possible to circulate a quantity of paper greater than that 
of the metallic media it superseded. But with inconverti- 
ble paper there was no such limit. The issue continued 
even after the coin had been practically driven from 
circulation, and the inevitable consequence was, deprecia- 
tion ; not now, however, a depreciation tending to encour- 
age imports through increased prices, but one which 
exercised quite an opposite influence. BSo far then tho 
case seems to have been stated more coirectly by the 
Chamber of Commerce than by Mr. Okuma, but let us go 
n little further, and enquire to what point the substitution 
of paper for the metallic media may be safely carried. 
The answer is simple. To that point at which the 
amount of specie remaining in circulation is just 
“sufficient to maintain, both in fact and in public 


belief, the convertibility of the paper.” In propor- 


Google 


— — — — — — —— — —————— —— — ———— — 


diminished, the limit of safety in the issue of paper is 
approached, and anything tending to accelerate the dimi. 
nution, must equally tend to contract the limit. Can we 
then detect any factor which has considerably influenced 
the decrement of the metallic media apart from the ineyit. 
able efflux of coin due to the adverse exchanges that did 
certainly rule, and could not but have ruled, during the 
early years of the paper issue? Certainly we can, unless 
we are prepared to assert that the immense sums expended 
by the Government in purchasing ships, munitions of war, 
machinery, foreign labour and so forth, have been without 
appreciable effect in draining the country of treasure— 
sums which, though for the most part they do not appear 
in the ordinary trade returns, must nevertheless be justly 
added to the import eolumn, and are probably so added 
by Mr. Okuma. The ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
short, takes the amount of specie remaining in the coun- 
try as his unit of measure; the Ohamber of Commerce 
takes the amount of popular confidence reposed in Kinsats, 
Both arrive at the same result though by different pro- 
cesses of reasoning. This estimate is exactly what one 
might expect from a practical merchant, who finds it im- 
possible to make contracts; that, from a Minister of Fi- 
nance, to whom the drain of specie has always been a 
subject of the keenest anxiety. The Chamber of Com- 
merce rightly combats any attempt to saddle foreign trade 
with Japan’s present embarrassments, and Mr. Okuma 
repudiates, no less properly, any indiscretion on the part 
of the State, but that he does not deny a plethora of 
paper is amply proved by his efforts to reduce it. 

So much for the debate itself; but what of the comments 
to which it has given rise? To attribute the currency 
depreciation to an adverse balance of trade, is, we are 
told, equivalent to saying that the more money sent out 
of the country, the lower will be the value of the residue. 
Can anything be more exquisitely ridiculous? Paper is 
depreciated with regard to specie, and everyone not will- 
fully blind can see that any diminution in the amount 
of specie, not accompanied by a corresponding diminution 
in the amount of paper, must tend to reduce the value of 
the latter as compared with the former. The author of 
this marvellously illogical statemeut will do well to ob- 
serve, that in his anxiety to convict Mr. Okuma of error, 
he has also charged the President of the Chamber of Com- 
merce with holding “absurd doctrines,” for the latter 
says in his speech :-—“ it cannot be denied that the excess 
of Imports over Exports has to some extent affected the 
currency.” Again, Mr. Okuma’s action in seeking to re- 
duce the quantity of inconvertible paper is construed into 
a “confession that the balance of trade has nothing to do 
with the depreciation of the currency.” . An adverse bal- 
ance of trade does wot, then, signify an export of money, 
and the relative value of two commodities is not affected 
by the quantity of each in the market! We are driven to 
choose between two conclusions :—either that the signi- 
fication of English words has been suddenly altered, or 
that Mr. Kennedy's letter to the Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce does not by any means contain such a “ tissue 
of absurdities” as the assertions of its critic. 


— — — — — 
— — ——— —— 


A QUESTION. 


— — 


A RE the true interests of Japan and those of the 
foreigners who live upon her soil, allied and akin 


or divided and antagonistic 9 It ia well that the question 
should be distinctly formulated and definitely answered, 
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lest errors now fostered by blind prejudice or an evil 

urpose, should find in our silence even a semblance of 
assent. Toapproach such an inquiry with patience is 
indeed difficult, so ludicrously urational does it seem to 
suppose, that men voluntarily electing to make their 
home in a foreign land and to trust their fortunes to the 
fruits of an honest commerce with the owners of that land, 
should deliberately persist in proclaiming themselves 
aliens, and demonstrating the incompatability of their 
welfare with that of their adopted fellow citizens. Old 
aud justly revered homilies on the ultimate wisdom of 
amity and liberality in our dealings with the world, be- 
come dead letters beside a context so extravagant, and 
to entertain the hypothesis, we are obliged to imagine 
‘some moral mechanism totally different from anything we 
have hitherto been taught to consider efficient. We shall 
not therefore insult our readers’ intelligence by detailing 
arguments palpable and incontrovertible. Reason, and 
let us hope—e principle stronger than reasun—make it a 
self evident proposition, that we, whose lot is cast in Ja- 
pan, cannot prosper without her prosperity, nor be com- 
fortable without her friendship. If there be any to whom 
the axiom seems extravagant or unwelcome, it is either 
because they have not considered it at all, or because the 
misfortunes entailed by their own error have made them 
hostile to everything but hostility. 


It requires no excess of credulity to suppose the Japa- 
nese capable of arriving at a similar conclusion in their 
own case. We do not for a moment deny that to cherish 
foreign trade was once diametrically opposed to the na- 
tional creed, nor need we pause now to enquire whether 
necessity or discrimination is to be accredited with the 
subsequent modification of that faith. Some will say 
the latter, some the former, aud these perhaps will 
be more numerous than those, since there is something 
in the breath of this Eastern air that often begets 
asubstratum of bitterness and suspicion in characters 
otherwise amiable. To avoid therefore all semblance of 
partiality, we will admit that the greater credit is due to 
the influence of necessity, and with this concession 
proceed at once to the conclusion, that Japan now re- 
cognizes her connexion with the West to be inseverable. 
That being so, we are constrained to suppose her snfii- 
ciently careful of her own ultimate peace to desire the 
establishment of conditions least mutually repellant, or 
in other words, to suppose her prepared to concede every- 
thing that may purchase good-will without excessive out- 
lay, and to foster ‘everything that seems to promise 
reciprocal benefit. Is there anything irreconcilable in 
these premises and conclusions? Does prudence tell us 
they are exaggerated, or experience that they are un- 
justifiable, or have we some warrant for classing the 
' inhabitants of these islands with unreasoning savages, 
Whose extermination the march of civilization has 
decreed? Shall we not rather be assimilating ourselves 
to those savages, if we persist in assuming the existence 
of motives injurious to our own interests and inconsistent 
with everything but our own mistrust? Here is no per- 
Version of facts, no distortion of inferences, but a simple 
straight-forward rendering of the text written by unequi- 
Vocal events and logical deductions. We know that our 
Profit is synonymous with Japan’s prosperity, and Japan 
knows that by our losses she.can gain nothing, 

_ But to what purpose, it may be asked, does the reitora- 
ion of these admitted traths serve? Were it not better 
to leave them unstated, since insistence may only 
Convey an impression of their denial? Most gladly would 
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we admit the objection, if it were possible to do so, but 
unfortunately we are confronted by evidence which compels 
as to say, that however fully the facts we have stated be 
recognized in theory, they are often neglected in practice. 
Underlying what is daily written and spoken amongst us, 
is a current setting always in the same unmistakable 
direction. Foreign interest is one thing, Japanese 
another, and he who seeks to promote this must inevitably 
do so to the detriment of that. Some no doubt will be 
disposed to question our warrant for these assertions, but 
even at the risk of being charged with presumption, we 
prefer to abstain from any detailed illustration. A 
repetition of the statements and suggestions to which we 
allude, would certainly be offensive, and could scarcely be 
beneficial, for whatever purpose it were undertaken. 
Moreover, the question is not one of detail but of broad 
principle. ‘Chere is no need to consider whether this fact 
is distorted, or that motive misinterpreted by men whose 
voices and pens are ever ready to teach us, that we can 
never be anything but aliens in this country, and that 
whatever we gain by our sojourn, must be wrested by 
unyielding selfishness from a reluctant Government and 
an unfriendly people. Neither are we obliged to repeat 
again and again, that ostentatious advocacy of rights which 
are not assailed and artificial support of a cause which is 
in no danger, are weapons thoroughly familiar to that crook- 
ed wisdom which by championing delusions seeks to estab- 
lish a claim on the gratitude of the deluded. Unfortunately 
these things are phases of social history with which we 
are all conversant, and nothing is further from our wish 
than to suggest that they exist here more than elsewhere. 
On the contrary, we have every confidence that our opinions 
in this matter will be endorsed by the great majority of 
our readers, but for all that we emphatically refuse to let 
pass without protest the pernicious doctrine advocated by a 
certain small section of this community : the doctrine that 
“he who is not with me is against me,” and that so long 
as we live here, we are to believe oursclves in the presence 
of au enemy ever watching to take advantage of our 
unwariness. Healthy vigilance is one thing; morbid 
suspicion, another. Noone pretends that the former is 
unnecessary, nor is any onc so credulous as to deny 
that both in the past and in the present there are 
circumstances justifying a very large exercise of forethought 
and advertance ; but reason may fairly be exempted from 
entertaining such propositions as that an exhibition of 
hostility is the wisest way to invite friendship, or an 
attitude of defiance the best device for disarming enmity. 








CHINA’S PROGRESS :—ITS MOTIVES. 


UCH of that conservatism, characteristic of the 
genius of the Chinese nation and its traditional 
institutions, which has afforded a fruitfal theme for the 
superficial pens of cursive tourists, and the more thought- 
ful lucubrations of historians and comparative ethno- 
graphers, is already ceding to the gradual, but none the 
less effective, assaults of occidental civilization. Slow 
moving as is that section of the great Mongolian race 
whose habitat is comprised within the wide boundaries of 
China proper, there are, still, evident signs that the lethar- 
gic self-sufficiency which has been born of thousands of 
years of seciusion and self-containeduess, is plying beneath 
the enforced contact, during the last forty vears, of the 
rulers and people of the Middle Kingdom with the insati- 
able activity of the apostles, mercantile and military, of 
European and American progress. It is not that the life of 
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the nation, the literati, would not with serene gravity resume 
the fall enjoyment of that isolated eudemonism, which 
holds that earthly happiness is only to be secured by the 
denizens of the territory ruled over by the Son of Heaven, 
in collective and individual conformity with the maxims 
of the sages, and without any communion, save that of 
haughty benevolence, with barbarians, who only tread the 
sacred soil as humble and tribut»ry postulants for the 
favour of its divine monarch. Gladly would the educated 
Chinamen, whether enlightened regent, potent viceroy, or 
obscure occupant.of some tawdry yamen in a mean agri- 
cultural village, welcome the intelligence that the unde- 
sired traders of the west had disappeared from the shores 
of the flowery land never to return. But stern experience 
is beginning to teach them that their wishes are fu:ile and 
their hopes are vain. With feelings of alarm and concern 
they oummence to realize that the constant impact of the 
waves of science rolling from the mysterious and terrible 
regions beneath the setting sun, has already made scrious 
breaches in the rocky enceinte which their prejudices have 
thrown round their jealous privacy. They are compelled 
to recognize that they must yield to the force of circum- 
stances; but, in yielding, they abate not one iota of the 
hostility which they entertain towards a civilization that, 
at its best, they consider shallow, impertinent, and mere- 
tricious. If they must be disturbed in their contemplative 
and stereotyped philosophy by mischievous results, 
wrought through practical knowledge of physical science 
and application of inductive rvasoning, they will only 
adopt innovation in order to turn its teachings against 
those who thrust it upon them. Obliged to accept the 
inventions of the west, they will employ them to cur- 
tail, rather than advance, intercourse with the peoples 
whence those discoveries emanate. These aspirations are, 
of course, mere idle dreams; but they are none the less 
indulged in by Mandarins of all ranks, who desire, as 
cordially as ever their predecessors did, that China shall 
be for the Chinese alone. Even young China, the youth 
which has been educated, and has travelled, in the United 
States and Europe, is largely imbued with the same no- 
tions; so deeply rooted is the aversion of this strange 
race to all that is alien. Japanese statesmen would strive 
to render their country independent of the west, even in 
the adoption of its arts and its mechanical contrivances 
not to retarn to solitude, but to compete in friendly rivalry 
for the high places of national existence. Chinese states- 
men, compelled to adopt the same course, will do so in 
the hope that it may, somehow, lead them and their land 
back to that state of retirement, which early intercourse 
with Portuguese and Spaniards taught their forefathers 
was most undesirable. The hope will never be realized, 
as, indeed, those who indulge in it must often to themselves 
admit; but.time alone, aided by happier relations than 
those which have obtained between the great Asiatic state 
and the powers which forced it to conclude treaties, will 
remove the sentiment. | 
The imminence of that rupture with Russia, all danger 
of which we should be glad to believe is averted, has 
given comparatively swift impulse to a perception of 
the necessity for importing novelty into some of the 
effete institutions of the empire. The armies of central 
and provincial governments have undergone some changes 
in organization, have been subjected to a measure of 
imitation of European drill, and equipped to a certain 
extent with comparatively modern European weapons. 
The navy is now something more than a mere collec- 
tion of gaudy junks, manned by ruffianly crews of 


gong-pounding, bauner-waving, yelling pirates. 
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are native officers in either service who have some theore. 
ical knowledge of the modern science of war, and some 
practical acquaintance with the use of heavy artillery ang 
torpedoes. ‘The Marquis de Moges, in his “ Recollections 
of Baron Gros’s Embassy,” expressed the opinion that 
four regiments—two of Chasseurs and two of Zouaves— 
would suffice to conquer China. This was possibly 
gasconnade at the time it was penned:: to propound it 
now would be mendacious exaggeration, Whereas about 
ten thousand men were sufficient for the alleged capture 
and occupation of Peking twenty years ago, twice or thrice 
that number would probably be required for a similar 
purpose to-day. For means of waging offensive or defen- 
sive warfare China has yet much to attain in the way of 
experience and material. Yet, in this respect, she has 
entered on the path of progress which she will follow— 
slowly perhaps—but still will follow. Western medicine 
and surgery are finding favor in the neighbourhoods of the 
treaty ports, the capital, and medical mission stations 
here and there in the interior. To these sciences, indeed, 
is mostly owing what little good feeling may exist in the 
Chinese mind toward the foreigner. Since Dr. Hobson 
first issued his work, in Canton, on physiology and practi- 
cal surgery, it has been several times reédited by local 
magnares, and is still eagerly sought after. One publisher 
observes of it naively in his preface :—‘QOur science, 
indeed, cannot compete with that of the philanthropic 
author.” Hobson’s lead has been followed by other and nc 
less illustrious, practitioners ; and, in the north, the success- 
ful treatment, by an American lady doctor, of a painful 
complaint under which the wife of the Viceroy of Pechili 
long suffered, has given a wonderful impulse to foreign 
practice and prescription among all classes of the local 
population. 

We have lately heard that a telegraph line has been 
determined upon to connect Shanghai with Tientsin. We 
believe that itis not generally known, at any distance 
from the immediate locality, that the latter city has 
long been in communication with Taku, at the mouth of 
the Peiho, by wire, the property of the Imperial Maritime 
Customs. ‘lhe Russian difficulty has been the cause that 
the attention of the Empress-dowager of the West has 
been directed to electric communication. Quite recently 
she inquired how it happened that news could come from 
St. Petersburg to Shanghai in as many hours as 
are necessary to convey the same intelligence from the 
latter port to Peking. The explanation given may not 
have been without its value in expediting the inaugaration 
of the projected undertaking. It is now almost morally 
certain that railways will shortly be introduced. The 
highest foreign official in the employ of the imperial 
government believes that they will; and Li Hung Chang 
is avowedly favourable to them; but he sternly stipulates 
that they shall be made when, where, and how Chins 
will: with Chinese capital and labour ; and that, beyond 
the staff necessary to their successful construction and 
maintenance, no person of alien origin shall have act or- 
partin them. The prejudice which destroyed the little 
Woosung railroad was not mainly, if at all, directed 
against the work itself: it was levelled at the foreign 
influence which, as it was thought, intempestuously iv- 
sisted upon its being laid, and controlled it during its 
brief existence. In fact, all material progress in the 
neighbouring state must now, and for years to come, be 
expected to be irrespective of foreign advice and motive; 
and at least passively hostile to forcign interest. It 18 
something vital, however, that such schemes as those at 


There | which we have glanced should be entertained, for any 
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cause whatever, by a state so long and so obstinately ini- 
mical to them. ‘Their fruition, in whatsoever manner 
sought after, must tend, ultimately, to internal welfare, a 
better knowledge and appreciation of the external world, 
and—end, alas, undesired by the promcters—exteudcd 
and ameliorated international relations. For their fruition 


China requires a period of peace ; and all well-wishers of 


humanity should devoutly hope that she may possess such 
an honorable peace as will permit her to prosecute them 
to a felicitous consummation. 








REVIEW.* 


Ww E coufess that a careful perusal of this work leaves 

us no choice but to pronounce its title iuappro- 
priate. A grammar of the Euglish language, it certainly 
is, and a very excellent grainmar too ; clear in its explana- 
tions, thoroughly abrexst of modern science in its anidysxes, 
and unimpeachable in arrangement ; but that it is—or rather 
that it will prove to be—a grawmar for Japancee Students, 
we cannot easily persuadc ourselves to lelieve. In his 
preface the author tells us, that English grammar in this 
country inust be regarded as a menus of obtaining access to 
knowledge ; the gist of which statement, according to our 
readiug, is, that in compiling a grammnatical treatise, every 
possible effort should be made to prevent its contents from 
proving a stumbling block to the scholar’s progress. Now 
we do not say that Mr. Cox has failed to recognize this. 
Ou the contrary his work is filled with evidences of an 
earnest desire to smooth away difficulties and elucidate 
perpicxities, but we do say that the system he has adopted 
is incompatible with the attainment of his purpose. It is 
a system which when followed by n Japanese, will inevitably 
indace the very results depreented by its author. ‘To 
master such a chain of rules is essentially the province of 
memory, not reason, aud it may confidently be predicted, 
that the successful (?) pupil will be pretty much in the con- 
dition of the geometrician who referred to his axioms aud 
postulates by number but knew nothing of their import. 
Mr. Cox frankly confesses and deplores his own inability to 
pursue the only logical and rational method of tenching a 
living language, namely by a comparison of syntactical 
structures, That being so, one might be disposed to wonder 
why ho undertook the task at all, but without going quite 
90 far, we shall content ourselves with pointing out, that his 
formule, as they stand, are more than necessarily difficult 
of application. 


It has always been acknowledged, aud especially by 
Writers of text-bouks, that the ouly rules which may be 
usefully stated, without illustration, are those of prosody. 
Let a principle be ever so simple both in nature 
and expression, the student can never apply it with cou- 
fidence unless he is fortified by some example by which to 
test the trath of his perception. Nothing, for instauce, 
could well be plainer thau the statewent, that “ substan- 
tives whose final letter is y, form their plural by changing 
y into ies.” Yet where is the begiuner who will feel com- 
pletely confident about the etymvlogy of “flies” or “ dit.ies” 
on the strength of this unillustrated euunciation ? He may 
not perhaps commit any error in the construction of such 
Plurals, but uutil he has bad ocular confirmation of his me- 
thod, he will never be free from sume shadow of doubt. 
The preceptor’s experieuce is not necessary to endorse this 
fact. An honest retrospect of his own case will suffice to 
convince anyoue ‘hat precept without examplenever prodaces 
thorough conviction. If this be true in the most element- 
ary cases, with how much more weight dues it apply to 
rales like the followiug :—“ Sometimes the Reflexive Pro- 
nouns are juined to another word merely to give it force. 
In this instance they may be termed Emphatic Personal 

nouns 3" or again, “ When one object is said tu lave less 
of n certain quality than anothe:, or least of more thau two, 
the adverbs Jess 
aud thus are furmed what are calle Degrees of Diminution. 
the Pupils hitherto entrusted to Mr. Cux's care have been 
Morally competeut to cumprehend and employ these rules 
ee 
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wud leust ave placed before the positive 3 ; 


”. 


| least, the principle of existence. Everything was oxplic 





as they stand, their endowments are of a much higher order 
than experienco would have led us to expect. 

The wuthor tells us however that one of bis primary ob- 
jects has been to arrange his “work in sacha way as to 
make it appeal constantly to the jadgment,” and to this 
end he has added to each of his sections a series of ques- 
tiens for examination. These questions, if successfully 
answered, would indeed remedy the deficiency we have 
pointed ont, but to expect that they will be sv answered, 
Were to assume the very enpacity they are designed to 
educate. We aro compelled therefore to couclude that with- 
outa teacher this grammar cannot prove of any practical 
value to Japanese students. Under the guidance of com- 
petent instruction a path through its difficulties may cer- 
tainly be fonud, but we can scarcely call that a perfect 
scheme which requires to be so largely supplemented. 

Apart too from defects of detail, the system which em- 
ploys a grammar Jike this to teach a living language, can- 
vot under any circumstances be counted expeditivus. The 
principle of obliging a learner—and especially a Japanese 
learner—to exercise his reason rather than his memory, is 
unimpeachable, but it seems to us that the latter faculty is 
more likely to be developed than the former when one comes 
to deal with such materials as partitire genitives, gerundial 
datives and indefinite emphatic tenses, These things are 
calonlated to impede rather than to facilitate the acquisition 
of a fureign tongue, and are cousequently relegated to a 
very ripe period of knowledge by the most approved sys- 
tems of instruction, Noone will deny indeed that their 
sindy is ultimately necexsary, but that they should be forced 
upon the student who is still spelling out bis reader and 
reciting his paradigms, does savour somewhat of Dr. Blim- 
ber, and the outcome, we suspect, would more often thau 
otherwise be—na Tuots. , 

Briefly then it appears to us, that only one thing is needed 
to render the design and execution of this book perfect. 
Let the words “ for Japanese Students” be removed from 
its title page, and let it take its stand simply as a grammar 
of the English Inuguage. Iu that guise we shall be glad 
to study it ourselves and to recommend it to our readers, 
for as « compendious and succinct accidence, it is worthy of 
unqualified praise, 








THE NEW YEAR AND THE NUMBER NINE. 


— — 


HE philosophy of numbers is oue of the most curious 

of the philosophical sciences ; one iu which the imagi- 
natiou plays a must important part, bat one of the least 
profitable in spite of the great number of converts to its 
cause, At the same time it isdeeply interesting to review 
the various theories which have been propounded in order 
to explain the mysteries of Nature and the essence of 
things. Numbers have a certaiu inexplicable charm or 
attraction ; they disclose surprising and curious combina- 
tions and results, and seem to oxercise a great power over 
the laws of the universe itself. Ou the other hand putting 
aside all their assumedly mystical properties, uambers form 
the basis of mensurationu and proffer an explauation for 
many natural’ phenomena: all physical laws are founded 
on namerical formule, and the harmonious relationship of 
things in geueral can be expressed by numbers. 

It cannot therefore be a cause of surprise to find that 
minds which were preoccupied by mathematical researches 
were simultaneously influenced to attribute to numbers a 
great metaphysical importance. In classic countries, espe- 
cially Greece, where subtle speculationsand love of sophis- 
try were combined with rich imagination, the ideal natare 
of nambers found many disciples in the philosophical 
schools, of which two expecially gave to Grecian philosophy 
a decidediy mnuthematical tendency: the schouls of Pytha- 
goras and of Plato. 

Pythagoras was a great mathematician. He made 
world-renowned discoveries in arithmetic aud geometry 
and his mind was sv impressed by the importance aud har- 
mony of certain numerical combinations, that he assumed 
finally that numbers were the sole realitice in life, or, at 


able by menus of, aud revolved itself into, uumbers, which 
from their very nature were auterior to material creation. 
Fire, earth, water—indeed ali material objects were the 


: | product of numerical combinations, not more so than were 
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all physical and intellectual functions. One formule ex- 
pressed, for instance, justice; another the soul or the incelli- 
gence, still another the order of creation. 

Numbers were moreover closely connected with musie 
and its accords ; all was harmonious, and the very arch of 
heaven, in due conformity to the laws of tho universe, 
pealed out its eternal chords, the perfection of harmony, the 
music of the spheres. And then came man. 

“ From harmony, from heavenly harmony 
This universal frame, began ; 

From harmony to harmony. 

Through all the compass of the notes it ran, 
The closing full in man. "—Dryden. 

Despite the many beautiful thoughts and graceful for- 
mule of the Pythagorean philosophy ;—it is coufessedly a 
tistake. Weighty conclusions were drawn from very dubivus 
premises, for in their eagerness after ‘undamental rules, 
the Pythagoreans often did not perceive the wenakuess of 
their own deductions. 

Plato improved the system of Pythagoras. Deep 
thinker as he was, he could not accept all the hasty 
conclusions of the Pythagoreana, bat, in accordance with the 
tendency of the age, founded a train of reasoning 
peculiarly his own, in which he endeavoured to reconcile 
mathematical facts with the dedactions of his philosophy. 
But even-Plato himself honestly remarks that the theory of 
nambers is “ probably ” purely ideal. 

After Plato, the Pythagorean system regained its 
pristine influence, so much so that Aristotle remarks, 
“The philosophy of to-day is one of numbers solely.” 
Speusippus and Xenocrates followed, later on the Platonic 
philosophy, and it was in their Jays that the Latin nation 
— —— a similar numerical theory. 


Bat such a philosophy was not peculiar to the Indu 
germanic race. The Egyptians and Chaldeans beld siwilar 
tenets, although cuarmer and less apparent than those 
of the Greeks. ‘The Chinese are to-day fervent 
disciples of a theory of nambers, and in India much is 
based upon mathematical formule, Even we must con- 
fessedly allow that the order of uature is expressed to a 
great extent by numerical combinations, denying, as we 
should, the supernatural properties so frequently attributed 
to numbers. Again, divination by numbers bas been and 
is yet practiced under the name of Arithomancy, and is sv 
firmly planted in the minds of men by the observauces of 
ancient times, that i¢ appears impossible entirely to 
eradicate it. The ancients hada kind of mantic arithmetic, 
the invention of which was ascribed to Pythagoras, in 
which the letters of the alphahet, the planeta, the days of 
the week and the twelve Zudiacal sigus were axsimilated 
with certain numbers, and thus, by the use of prescribed 
tables constructed astrologically according to the aspecte, 
qualities and dignities of the planets relatively towards the 
twelve sigus etc., the adept would pronounce an opinion on 
questions affecting life and death, good and evil fortune, 
. Joarneys, detection of crime, or the success of un enterprise. 
Ie must be ounfessed, however, that these predictions were 
not always correct ; for the rules laid down in the different 
systems varied so exsentially, that the wisest magician was 
frequently puzzled to select an approprinte interpretation. 
The numerical system bas been introduced into the modern 

ice of astrology, and very important results appear to 
—* on the trine, quartile and sextile aspect of the planets 
in the horoecope. 

Something of this sort was used by the Jewish Cahbalists; 
aud hence one of the rules of their cabala was called 
“ gewetria,” or numeration, which was chiefly confined to 
the interpretation of the sacred writings. .The letters of 
the Hebrew language being numerals as well, and the whole 
Bible being composed of different combinations of those 
letters, it was supposed that the correct meaning of difficult 

es could ouly be ascertained by their numerical value. 
We shall have occasion to refer to the numerical value of 
the letters of the alphabet somewhat Inter. 

An old writer quaintly remarks : —“ I will not bee super- 
stitiously opinionated of the misteries of numbers, though 
it bee of Jonge understandinge amongst many learned men ; 
neither will I positively nffirme, that some sumbers are 
fatall to weomen aud others to men ; or that some numbers 
has (as many have wrilten) magnum in tote rerom natura 

estatem, great power in kingdoms aud commonwealths, 


in families, ages, iu bodies, sicknesse, wealthe, healthe and |to the time of gestation. 
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losse,... Divines teach that there is a certains number, which 
hath a wisticall perfection, which our understanding caunot 
attaiu unto”... 

Every number from one to ten, from the monad to the 
decad, has heen extolled as peculiarly significant and impor- 
tant from the Pythngoreans and Jewish Cabalists down to 
Nicholas de Cuss and Joanno Bruno, but the number ning 
is the one, which must greatly interest us who have just 
entered upon the year of grace 1881. . 

Nixg, which has been variously called the ennend, the 
nonagen and the triple triangle, is the first square of an 
odd number. One of its properties, discovered, hy W. 
Green, who died in 1794, is inexplicable to any one but a 
mathematician, The property. to which allusion is made, 
is this, that when 9 is multiplied by 2, 8, 4, or in fact any 
simple namber, it will he found that the digits composing 
the product, when added together, give nine ; thus, 


2 x 9 == 18, and 1 + 8 = 9 

8 x 9 = 27, 0 2+ 7 = 9 

4 x 9 — 36, , 38+ 6 = 9 etc. 

ll x 9 — 99, , 9+9 == [8and 1--8 =9 
12 x 9 — 108, , 1+0+ 8m 9 

18 x 9 — l1llI7, , Llel+t7— 9 

14 x 9 — 126, , 1+2+6m— 9 


and soon toany extent. 

This peculiarity may be expressod as follows: “ Any 
namber, whose digits when added together give nine ora 
sum divisible by nine, without remainder, is itself divisible 
by nine, withont remainder.” To prove this, take any 
number, say 20368503; the sum of the digits added together 
2 plus O plus 3 plus 6 plus 8 plus 5 plus O plus 3 == 27, and 
2 plas 7 — 9; we conclude therefore, that the firet number 
in divinible hy 9, and find that 9 is contained in it exactly 
2263167 times. 


M.de Maivan discovered another singular property of 
the samo number. Ifthe order of the digits expressing a 
uumber be changed, and this number be subtracted from the 
former, the remainder will be a 9 or a multiple of 9, and, 
being a multiple, the sum of its digits will be 9. 

For instance, take the number 21, reverse the digits and 

ou have 12; substract 12 from 21, and tho remainder is 9. 
Take 853, reverse the digits and subtract 358 from 853; 
you have 495, a multiple of 9 (55), and 4 plus 9 plus 5 = 
18, and 1 plus 8 = 9, : 

Again, the same property found in two numbers thus 
changed, is discovered iu the same numbers raised to avy 

wer. 

Take 12 and 21 again, The xquare of 21 is 441 and the 
square of 12 ix 144; subtract 144 from 441, and the re- 
mainder ix 297, « maltiple of 9 (33), and 2 pins 9 plus 7 = 
18, and J plus 8 == 9, The enbe of 21 is 9261 and that of 
(2 ia 1728; their difference is 7533, also a multiple of nine. 
It will be nuticed, moreover, that 


94+2+6+ 1==18,and1 + &8==9 
1+474+2+4+8=— ,, ” 99 
7+ 5434 3 ,, 99 99 9 9 Ole. 


Again, if the nine digits be added together 1 plus 2 plus 3 
plus 4 plus 9, the amount will equal 45 and 4 plus 5==9. 

The ameunt of several prodacts of nine, viz: 

9 plus 18 plus 27 plus 86 plus 45 plus 54 plus 63 plus 72 
plus Sl== 405, and 405 divide 9 == 45, and the figures form- 
ing either the dividend or quotient, added together, make 9. 

Again, if we multiply any one of the figures either by nine, 
or by any of the nbove mentioned products of ninc, the sum of 
the figures added together will be divisible by nine without 
remainder. 

In ancient times, the number nine was considered to be 
unbounded, because, as we hare just seen, in all its combin- 
atious it returns into itself. The Pytharoreaus gave the 
name of the number nine to several of the Grecian divinities, 
—as Juno, beenuse this sphere of the air has the ninth 
place, and, like the ennead in its conjunction with unity, 
the was the sister aud wife of Jupiter. It was also called 
Valean s Prose: ping, hevause xhe presiden over nive unpro- 
pitions deities: the three Fates, the three Furies, and 
Night, Sleep and Death ; Terpsichore, becnuse the Mures 
are nive in numbers and also Curetis, Pavan, Hyperiou, 
Ayelia, as well ns many others. 

Niue was further called “ teleios,” or perfect, in reference 
Hence, perhaps, it is a custom 0 
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very ancient standing to put slices of bride-cake through 
the wedding-ring nine times, and being thus invested with 
some “imisticall power,” the peices aro distributed among 
the friends of the bride, that they may have a vision of the 
person designed to be their partuer for life: 

‘“¢ With her owa hauds sho charms the destined slice, 

And through the ring repeats the trebled thrice, 

The hallowed riug, infusing magic power 

Bids Hymen’s visiou wait the midnight hour ; 

The mystic treasure placed bencath her head, 

Will tell the fair if haply sho may wed? ” 

Shakespere alludes to the mystical niue, in the witches 

incantation : 
“The weird eisters hand in hand. 
Posters of the sea and land 
Thus do go about, about, 
Thrice to thine, and thrioe to mine, 
And thrice again to make nine.” — Macbeth. 

And Dryden alludes to the nine threads bound around 
the heads of sacrificinl images: 

“ Around his waxen image first I wind 
Three woollen fillets of three colours join'd ; 
Thrice bind about his thrice devoted ads 
Which round the sacred altar thrice is led. 
Unequal.numbers please the gods.” 

The Mahomedans have 99 names for the Deity, aud the 
Jews Uelieve that God has desceuded to the earth nine times, 
and that He shall como down on tho tenth in the Person of 
the Messiah. 

Divination is sometimes practiced by the use of this 
number, even at the present day. In fortane telling by 
ecards, the nino of spades is the most unfortunate in the 
whole pack ; the nine of diamonds favourable to commer- 
cial men ; the nine of clubs for married women, and the 
niue of hearts naturally for 

. “Cupid's heart-sick prisoners.” 

China, perhaps, offers the best example of the powerful 
inflaevce which numbers may exert over a superstitious 
people. A writer in an English Magazine speaks thus 
humorously of Chinese superstitious : “ ‘The Chinese master 
of the house will not have one door facing another, in order 
that the haunting demon may bave the more trouble in his 
exists and entrances. He gets fierce-looking genii painted 
on each half of his door, to frighten away other ill-disposed 
genii. But his master-charm is a pair of tadpoles (one 
black, the other white) inscribed in a circle. This is sur- 
rounded by eight series of short, flat rulers. All these are 
very powerful. : 

Of course the number nino plays an important part in 
the Chinese theory of numerals. There are nine sections of 
the science of mathematics, as there are vine processes of 
numeration. 

The heavens are nine in number and have nine subdi- 
Visions. 

The Taoists speak of nine myeterious revolutions or trans- 
formations of substance in the compounding of the “ elixir 
vite.” There are nine arrangements of culour in accordance 
With the divisious of the circle appertaining to the Eight 
Diagrams. Nino paths are iu the moon’s orbit, and aine 
lights in the heavens. Canfucius speaks of nine subjects 
for thoughtfal consideration, &c., &c. 

It would be easy to multiply instances of a superstitious 
affection for the number nine, but it is unnecessary, as the 
memory of every reader will be sufficieutly retentive to 
Siguust cases without end where it occurs. 

We come then tu the final property of the namber nine, 
namely its fatality. 

The critical period of human life, according to a very 
ancient superstition, has a reference to this number. ‘Thus, 
9 being multiplied by 7 mukex 63, the climactoric or 
dangerous year; and 9 multiplied by 9 makes 81, the grand 
climacteric, or year of imminent danger. Further 8 mult 9 
or 27 is the year of personal danger, whilst 2 multl 9 or 18 
Is the year of “ follys.” Levinus Lemnius thus nccounts for 
the existence of the superstition. “ Olde men,” he says, 
“seldome passe their sixty-third yeare, but they are in con- 
slant danger of their lives, and I have observed iu the Low 

onutriex almost infinite examples thereof. Now there are 
wo yeares, the seventh and nineth, that commonly bring 
Breat changes in a wan’s life, and grent dangers, werefore 
Kixth-three, that containes both these unmbers multiplied 
together, comes not without herpes of danger; for wine 
times seven, or seven times nine, are sixty-threo and, there- 
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upon, that is culled the climactericall yeare ; because, 
beginning from seven, it doth, as it were by steps, fiuish a 
man’s life.” Four times nine is the year of wedding,—but 
it would be ungallant to include this in the category of 
uulucky dates. 

To find out what years are anlucky in one’s life, add 
together the numerical values of the letters of one’s name,— 
if a marric-( woman, the letters of the maiden name. Thus, 
Ais 1, 82,C3, D4, &c. Divide the sum obtained by 9 
and multiply the quotient by 1, 2, 3, 4, and so forth. For 
exaniple, tako any name, say “Flora Temple,” (from 
the novel of that name); the sum of the numerical 
valucs of the letters composing the name is 123: 
the unlucky years, therefore, must be the thirteenth, 
the twenty-seventy, the furty-first, the fifty-fourth etc. 
It must be remembered, however, in assigning numerical 
values to the different letters of a name, that I and J 
can bo interchanged and alsoU and V. The year of 
imminent danger for the above mentiuned name, would be 
1238_. x 7 or 95 ; the conclusion is, therefure, that no year 
will be of especial or extraordinary danger to “ Flora Tem- 
ple ;” the year of marriage woakl be about 27, for 2 x 9 
is the marriage formula for women, whereas 4 X 9 is for 
men. Again, is the first quotient a large one, it is the rule 
to substract nine and use the remainder as the proper multi- 
plicand. Ifthe sum of a name is devisible by nine without 
remainder, then is the aulucky owner fated to pass through 
many dangers and reverses of fortaue—at least, accordiog 
to this theory ! 

Years divisible by nine are nearly always very uulucky, 
and the ninth month of the year (September) especially so. 
Some of the bloodiest battles ever fought took place ia 
the ninth mouth. History offers aumberless examples, from 
which the following are taken at random; Marathon, Actium, 
Belgrade, Fulford, Gesérs, Arsouf, Mariguano, Arques, 
Leipsic, Worcester, Vienna, Malplaquet, Quebec, Valmy, 
Dunkirk, Zurich, Moskwa, Warsaw, Sedan, Plevna and the 
Schipka Pass. Encounters of rival armies on the ninth day 
of the ninth month are certain to be most sanguinary, for 
instance, Flodden Field and Zuyper Sluys. Of the “ fifteen 
decisive battles of the world” no leas than ten occur in a 
year divisible by nine, or on a day of the month which is a 
multiple of nine, or the letters in the name give a sum 
divisible by vine without remainder, 1.—The battle of 
Marathon was fought on the 27 Sept. and the sum of the 
name is 90, 2.—The battle of Syracuse was ia 414. B.C. 
3.—Metaurus 207 B.C. 4.—Teutoburg9 A.D. 5.—Cha- 
lous 451 A,D., but the sam of the name is 72. 6.—Blen- 
heim on the 13th Aug. (170%) gives 81. 7.—Pultowa 
(8 July 1709) give 108. 8.—Saratoga (Aug. 17, 1777), 
the date and sum of the name give together 99. 9.—Valmy, 
sum 72, aud fought in September (20 Sept. 1792). 10.— 
Waterloo on the 18 June (1815)}—The other five “ decisive 
battles” viz. Tours, Hastings, Orleans, Spanish Armada, 
aud Arbela, offer no combinations or multiples of nine. 

For some nations, dates divisible by nine have proved far 
more fatal than for others, especially the Jews and Romans. 

Iu 720 B.C. Salmanasar of Assyria destroyed Israel, and 
Judah was only saved by the warniugs of Isaiah. In 
585 Jerusalem was captared by Nebuchaduezar, King of 
Babylon. In 63 B.C. Judea became tributary to the 
R wmaus, and were fiually dispersed by Titus 72 A. D.. 

The number nine was equally anfortunate for the Romans. 

The ontrages of Appius Claadius and the Decemviri 
were in 450 B.C. 216 saw the bloody battle of Canne. 
153 brought civil troubles again, as did 90 B.C. 638 dis- 
clused the murderous plots of Catilina ; 45 A.D. marked 
the accession of Nero to the throne ; 81 the death of Titus 
and the accession of the inhuman Domitian ; 117 the death 
of Trajan, the best of Rome’s émperors, aud 180 the com- 
mencement of the reign of Commodus. 

The number is often fatal to kings or statesmen. Wolsey 
rose in 1512 and died in 1521 ; Oliver Cromwell was born 
on the third of September and died September Srd ; Anne 
Boleyn, first wife of Heury VIII. after the divorce of Cathe- 
rite, has the unlucky number 108; Richard IJ. gives the 
number 63 and acceded to the throne in 1877; Louis XIV.’s 
names gives 90; Harold 99 etc., ete. 

Great plagues come almost without excoptiou in years 
divisible by nine. In Rome ten thousand persons died daily 
81. A.D., and a great plague again ravaged that city iu 189, 
The great plague of 538 spread all over Europe ie | a large 
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part of Asia and Aſrien. Constantinople saw two frightful 
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ithe anme of the offending party the publicity it so richly de- 


plagues in 747 and 1611— London saw plagues in 485 aud: serves, 


1368, but the greatest commenced on the 22nd December, 
1664, or exactly nine days before 1665 (1 plus 6 plus 6 plus 
§ = 18, and 1 plus 8 = 9). 

The first comets on record appeared 135 B.C., and were 
visiblo fur 72 days. A comet which nearly approache:l the 
earth’s orbit disappeared on the 9th March, 1680. ‘The 
great comet of 1769 cume within 18,000,000 miles of the 
earth ; Encko’s comet was observed first in 1818. Bicla’s 
comet—nebulous—is believod to have struck the earth in 
1872, and an unknown one, perhaps the ono of 1861, will 
cross the earth’s orbit in September of this year. 

Great convulsions of nature, great and universal calami- 
ties, great crimes and great bloodshed have occurred, as a 
rule, in years divisible by niue. 

Such are the reflections which come to us poor mortals 
who have but just ontered upon an ill-omened year. And 
yet, we must remember, that the theories we huve developed 
are founded solely upon coincidence. Thousands of dates 
might be adduced to give additional weight to the argu- 
ment, bat we think enough has been said. It is true, that 
some of the planets are undergoing at present fundamental 
changes, in all probability ; that the sun-spots are becoming 
more numerous and that Mother Shipton has predicted the 
destruction of the world in 1881, but the axpect of the 
heavens has been equally uupropitions many, many times ; 
“wars and rumors of wars” have been quite as universal 


long ago; comets have heen more threatening ;—all this, | . 


whilst “‘ years of nines’ have come and gone and old Mother 
Earth still shelters hor children. 

Iu spite therofore of all adverse theories, it is our hope 
that we, with Galileo, may exclaim on January 1, 1882 
“e pur si muove”—“ and yet she moves !” 

Jan. 1881. 
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To THE EpiTor OF THE “ JAPAN WEEKLY Matt.” 
Tokio, 7th February, 1881. 

Sir,—Knowing that the Japan Mail, in regard to any ques- 
tion, is disposed to champion the side most in need of chivalrous 
treatment, the writer ventures to mention in its columns, a 
matter more personal than it is usually proper to make public. 
Let me say by way of preface, that in the prosecution of my 
work for women, involving long rides to various sections of 
Tokio, it is only propor to here testify that I have never yet 
received an insult from a Japanese gentleman, and that in the 
homes frequently visited, kind and eourteous treatment has 
been the rule. Sach being the case, an uupleasant incident 
which occurred yesterday mocning, forms a striking contrast 
toit. As I was returning from a school in a distant part of 
the city, with my two Japanese assistants, all in jiurikishas, we 
met in crossing the Parade-ground not far from the Kobudai- 
Gakko, two young men wearing the garb and having the appear- 
ance of European gentlemen. One of them, however, forfeited 
all claim to that. title, by offering au unprovoked indignity to 
one of the young ladics accompanying me, the relative of a 
prominent citizen whose name and whose school are known 
throughout the Empire. 

Foreign writers upon Japan, and foreign residents generally, 
have much tosay concerning the unfortunate position of women 
ia Japan, and hence ouc would naturally expect from foreign- 
ers, presumably gentlemen, courteous treatment, at least of all 
women rich or poor, whose modest bearing entitles them to be 
called ladies. 

The young man in question doubtless considered it a slight 
offence to offer, in passing, au insulting caress to an unknown 
young girl, without any masculine protector at hand to call him 


to account; but had his own sister been thus treated, his views 8 


would have worn a different complexion. One who, on a pub- 
_ lic thoroughfare aud in the presence of a woman of his own 
race presumably accustomed to wesicrn ideas of courtesy, ¢.uld 
thus conduct himself, is bencath characterization fro: my en, 


and I will refrain alike from such au attempt and frow givin, jMauuactuies, and imports mo 
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It ix needless to say that had the insult been offered to my- 
self, it would have been passed by in silent contempt, or its 
punishment. committed to stronger hands than mine; but it is 
only due lo the young women temporarily under my care and 
to others of the sume race, to make this public protest against 
such conduct and to ask, solely for the sake of information, whe- 
ther this is Lie flower and frnit of Western chivalry which “ the 


- heirs of all the ages” have brought to Japan ? 


With apologies for this prolonged trespass upon the patient 
columns of The Matt. 
I remain, 
Very Respectfully yours, 
H. 








ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 


A General Meeting of the Asiatic Society was held on Tues- 
day, February 8th, at the house of the President, Dr. Divers, 
Kobu-dai-gakko. It was announced that Mr. James M. 
Gardiner had been elected a member of the society. 

Captain F. Brinkley, R.A., read a paper “On the History of 
Japanese Keramics.” [As this paper will shortly be published 
in the Japan Weekly Bfail, no abstract of it is given here. } 
After the reading of the paper, the President said that he 
might, though it was quite needless, assure the Author of the 
grent pleasure with which the Society had listened to his com- 
munication. He felt that there was matter enough in it 
for a course of lectures, and he was glad to think that the 
author would probably publish, in a more extended form, the 
results of his study of Keramics. Ie was struck by the com- 
paratively modern date of the art and the extraordinary value 
at which certain apparently worthless specimens were appraised. 
What the author said about the difficulty of obtaining genuine 


assertions | wares was disheartening to collectors; but on the other hand 


Captain Brinkley had given them hints, necessarily incomplete 
hints, as to how they might avoid being victimsed by dealers, 
and distinguish the false from the true. The President added 
that the Suciety would now adjourn so that the members might 
visit the Museum of the College, under the guidance of the 
Author of the paper, whose yaluable collection was on exhibi- 
tion there. 

A largo number of the members and visitors who had been 
present at the meeting then walked over to the museum and 
examined Captain Brinkley’s collection of Porcelain, Bronges, 
Lacquer, etc. 
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— — December 24th, 1881. 
e remarkable discourse of M. Brisson, chairman 
Budget Commission, is to become a stuckpiace at the cea 
elections next year. Iu that brilliant and severely logi 
oration, MM. Brisson demonstrated irrefutably, that since 1850. 
the religious orders in France had escaped paying taxes; had 
acquired lands and property to upwards of half a milliard in 
value, and this despite the fiscal and the mortmain laws. He 
now propoxes to bring the orders under the code like ordinary 
citizens, the Republic, that is to say, democracy, not being 
capable of according privileges or tolerating abuses. The Em- 
peror, for the wanis uf his dynasty, connived at the evasion of 
the law, and till two years ago, the Republic without republicans 
did the same. As thie law will be applied and the orders called 
upon to make a declaration of their properties, not as religious 
bodies, but as simple associations, or reputed such holding the 
Superior and every member individually responnible for their 
declarations, the immediate cousequence will be to bring an 
incrense of five million francs annually to the Treasur ut 
the mesure will be more sweeping in its application — 
property is held contrary to the laws of mortmain the | overn- 
— will es rigitful bh ir, and in case none cau be found 
; : ’ 
———— ike all such tiat bas no owner, reverts to the 
Without quoting figures, the im i 
atudy of the revenue returns for dibs eleva pice — 
November last, ix highly fla tering for the commarcial d 
industrial prosperity of France. Two facts—the key ap 
the jy oa.tioa—are well established ; France anda ‘dors 
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free traders adduce this moral ay a reason to delay voting ; holding extreme political views, but no toleration or pardon was 
the commercial treaty, the better to disarm the protectionists. j po-sible for out-heroding Herod in language even coarser thau 
Anotber fact conn-cted with French trade, isthe devouring ac- ! Billingxyate. And this feeling is resented in the circulation 
tivity to open up new markels, or make a first appearance | of his journal suddenly becoming low. 

on very old ones. OF course these happy results are mainly | It is commonly believed that nothing pays so well at present 
due to the conviction of Frenchmen, that ac last they have aiasan investment in panoramas or wax works ; Belgium claims 
government of their choice, at once stable resolute, and based | the monopoly of starting societies for these purposes : two new 
on free voles and uniform rights. : panoramas will soon be opened in the city : a Tausand’s exhibi- 


After founding the Republic, the next most important quos- 
tion was to educate the masses in order to enlighten them us 
to the best uxe tou make of that most omnipotent of all arms— 
universal suffrage. The government bas only this session been 
able to introduce its measures on public instruction, comprising 
that for superior, as well us for primary, schools: it has been 
met atthe outset by the anticipated dilliculty of imparting 
moral and religious instruction. For the primary schools the 
matter was less important, as the tenchor could confine his 
labors to the three R's, leaving to the clergy of all denomina- 

i facilities to instruct those belonging to their own 
persuasion theologically: this arrangement did not satisfy 
the tendencies of churches that aim at commanding all con- 
sciences. The position of matters is very peculinr for France : 
after having a state religion, and that religion Catholicism. it 
did not the less cease to be the belief of the majority. The 
Law, that is to say the State, is atheist, in the nense of being 
rigidly impartial in presence of the inward thoughts of citizeus 
—or of liberty of conscience. So long as France remained 
contented with asking no questions about creeds, the religious 

of the country was insured: but to-day, in presence of the 
advancing tide of independent thinking and inquiry, the state 
of matters is more complex. The humblest in the land has 
daily his — urging him to exact and defend equality ; to 
demand the reason why for everything; of the budget he sup- 
ports, of the taxes he pays; and Roger Bontemps has also the 
test fashion of requesting an explanation why he should 
accept this creed, or that policy. Evidently uniformity of 
doctrines, unity of churches is impussible, and the only safe 
basis for a government to proceed upon, is liberty for all, 
privileges for none. 

“Yesterday the wife of the massacreur of the republicans, 
was buried.” Such is the terse and elegant paragraph that 
Rochefort's journal devotes to the fanerul of Madame Thiers. 
who not a little contributed to found the Third Republic, and 
secure for the communists the right even to be abomiuable iu 
thought, word and speech. The brave lady has had a funeral 
that kings might envy—a«at least half a wmillion of sai 
lined the route from her mansion to the cemetery. But 
this was rather a political thau a »ersonal sympathy; the 
dignified manner of her widowhood, the devotion she 
displayed to perpetuate the memory of her husband in 
bronze, marble, and book; her inflexible opposition to Mac- 
mahon and his extourage—all this enhanced her in the eyss of her 

On the other hand Mme. Thiers was but little known 
to the masses : she wus a type of a class rapidly disappearing— 
the bourgeoisie; she was till the last a daughter of Auvergne, 
strong minded, with practical intelligence, indefatigable exer- 
tion, perfect probity, and extraordinary parsimony. She was 
capable of taking tin any intellectual or diplomatic dis- 
cussion, but when either as the leader of a salon, or the wife of 
a President, her delight was, to occupy a quiet nook, and with 
some of her intimate friends chat about domestic circles, 
marriages, aud yivings iu marriage, servants, aud the markets. 
It was use her mother possessed a practicul and ‘resolute 
mind to the highest degree, that Thiers was said to adore his 
mother-in-law, while he only loved his wife. And if Mme. 
Dosue gave her daughter to Thiers when arising miuister, the 
latter secured for his father-in-law the richest receiver general- 
ship in Fruuce. The man-ion in the Place St. Georges, was ever 
the head political centre of France ; whether ‘lhiers was among 
the ins or outs. Nota celebrity belonging to the last half cen- 
tury but has put in an appearance there. Berryer, the chief of 
the Legitimists, was a constant guest despite his ele sa dif- 
ferences with Thiers. But the latter, when Home Minister, luid 
hiw under a heavy debt of gratitude. After the suppression of 
the rising in Vendée, and the arrest in a kitchen cupboard of 
the Count de Chambord’s mother, the duchesse de Berry, ‘Thiers 
requesied Berryer to call on him: “there,” said the former, 
“are the letters of your friends, organising the insurrection ; 
I will not even show them to the King"—aund he throw them 
into the fire. 

Having couvicted Rochefort of the basest ingratitude, and 
unblushing falselioods, by the publication of his own letters, the 
friends of M. Gambeita, that ix the truo republican party, no 
longer notice the abomivable ribaldry that Rochefort addresses 
to Gambetta—the man who saved his life when arrested and 
condemned for urging the demolition of the residence of M. 
Thiers—duly accomplished, and by his eloquence enabling bim 
to return t&) France as an amnesticd. ‘I'he foul languago in 
which Rochefort revelled has hud for 1 consequence the preven- 
tion of all further confusion in the lines which separate com- 
muni«an from republicanism. Somehow or other people kept 
a corner in their likings for Rochefort, their pet gamin: that 


uo longer exists after bis diatribes: he might be excused. 
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vion bas now been launched, called the “ Eden-Gallery :” it will 
differ from the happy abode of our first parents in the fact, 
that good and bad will reside there, certain never to be 
expelled, till the members ceasing to be attractive, will be sent 
to the melting pot. ‘I'he first sulsecriber for shares was MM. 
Ferdinand dv Lexseps, and the second, the prettiest. actress in 
Parix, both certain of a “stand.” Tho director of the Company 
is M. Grévin, a most cflicisnt gentleman : it is he who desigus 
the characters und costumes for plays to be represented on the 
stage. The only wonder is, such a Mussum was uot heretofore 
atiempled : the objection luy in the truth, that having seen the 
Museum once, citizens would rarely go a second time, unless 
aitracted by novelties. The Company guarantees almost daily 
additions toits “Wax Men «nd Women of our Time.” Its 
Chamber of Horrors will be complete ; already “ curiosities ” 
are secured that would make the hair stand on end : there will 
be a private chamlur as difficult to visit as some of the mural 
paintings of Pompe. and Herculaneum. A new feature will 
consist in any person of note, on payiny, having himself 

in the Museum, like « stuffed parrot or a squirrel. Bath chairs 
will be supplied as the premises on the Boulevard des Italions 
are very spacioun, 

Some important changes are about being made in the Med, 
Anjou, Faubourg 5:1. Honoré, well known to American and 
English residents. It was at Nu. 4, thut Polignac resided: 
Lafayette died there, as also Magendie the physiologist. At 
No. 43 lived and died the Marquis d’Aligre, the richest and 
moet miserly being in France: he commenced his will with the 
clause: “I deprive my natural heirs of all the law allows me to 
deprive them.” 

The most popular “ preacher” in Paris, is the moral philoso- 
pher M. Caro: he lectures at the Sorbonne, and as his course is 
free, it is ry followed, especially by the ladies of the 
Upper Teun, who find a new sensation in listening to the clearest 
exposition of the purest truths. The occasion is also excellent 
for displaying a new toilette. M. Caro intends to prove, that 
each man carries in himself the living capitul of dead genera- 
tions, and that he is framed in hereditary influences. M. Caro 
is about 50 years of age, with sle«l grey hair, and rather an 
English expression of features. At the conclusion of each 
lecture, the ladies rush to congratulate him. 

No sympathy is felt for the married daughter of that late 
Bonapartist, Duc de Persiuny, ave! 19, whose small fortune 
has disappeared in the gambling (ransactions of her brother in 
law. It was only when the press drew attention to the positive 
destitation of the young household, a.xerted by all, that famil 
friends came forward : in the meantime, several charitable pas 4 
forgiving :epublican families offered to adopt or provide for the 
desolate child:en. 

M. Herve’s new comic opera in three acts—the Jlére des 
Com , is not more than a collection of ballads and rondes, 
devoid of ozx-ginality and harmonious combinations. As acom- 
pensation theze is freshness, verve, and gaiety. 

At a recent fashionable marriage in the St. Augustin church, 
I noticed xome of the ladies have patronized the Louis XVL 
plumes, and also ermine for the trimming of jupes. 

In the celebcated Lunatic Asylum of Dr. Blanche, those in- 
terested in the fate of un inmate, can witness and hear the 
exnmination between surgeon and subject: gluss slides in the 
wall permit peeping, and the corridor is open overhead. 

Gambetta's Speechee—first vulame, has already gone thoguh 
fifteen editions: the public appears to consider subscribing to 
the work as a national duty. 

The height of glory was hitherto have a Bauf Gras 
named after you: we have changed all that: you can be no- 
thing if unable to give the name toa pot of pomade, a box of 
tooth powder, or a pipe head. 


REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
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Loxpon, 7th February, 1881. 


The Louse of Commons assonted to the introduction of a 
ministerial bill forcoercion. Parnell and other Home Rulers 
wore expelled for obstructive proceedings on the 6th Feb- 
runry. 

Tho House of Commons agreed to the adjournment of the 
debate on coercion measures. 


Lonpon, 10th February, 1881. 
Obituary —Thomas Carlyle. 
Outrages have ceased in Ireland. 
War with Ashantee is considered imminent. 
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London, January 29th. 

Geok Tepé has been captured by the Russians. 

Great disorder prevails in the House of Commons, caused 
by the Home Rulers. Mr. Biggar hus been susponded. 

The British garrison at Pretorin has made a sucesfules 
sortie agaiust the Boers, who lost heavily aud fled, 

The Boers defeated with heavy loss a detachment of the 
58th Regiment. 

Obituary, Edward Askew Sothern, the actor, aged 50. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS, 


We read in a China paper that the steamer Flintshire, 


from Loudon, was to leave Singapore for Hongkong on the 
80th January. ° 


We learn that the P. & O. steamer Sunda left Hongkong for 
Yokohama, direct, at 5 o'clock yesterday afternoon. 


The Hongkong Daily Press states that the German steamer 
Octava, Captain Hansen, which left Bankok on the 15th Janu- 
ary for Hongkong, reports that on tho 23rd, wheu in lat. 14.30 
N. and three miles from the shore, she touched on an unknewn 
rock. 


Through the courtesy of the Agent, we are enabled to inform 
our readers that the M. B. 8.8. Niigata Maru, left Hougkong 
for this port vid Kobe, on the 5th instant. She brings the 
English mail, and is due here on Monday next, the 14th instant, 
at daylight. 


Colonel Crawford, the chief engineer and constructor of the 
Sapporo-Otaru railway, was received at the Imperial Palace 
on Tuesday last, and there decorated with the Order of the 
Rising Sun. 


According to the Hongkong Daily Press of the ist instant 
“ The official prise list of the Manila lottery for this month ” [?) 
* discloses a mistake which will probably necessitate a second 
drawing. The number of prizes guaranteed is 609, but accord- 
ing to the list only 608 have been drawn, showing that one has 
been omitted in some way. This, of course, would seem to 
vitiate the entire drawing, as a mistake of this kind would moet 
probably alter sll the numbers obtaining prizes. Some fourteen 
years ago, we believe, some dishonesty was discovered on the 
part of one of the officials concerned in the drawing. The 
prises were daly. paid, but another drawing was held and a 
second lot of prises given. This naturally involved a oqnsider- 
able loess to the Government, but it was considered that the 
credit of the lottery required it.” 


We read in the China Overland Trade Report that “the 
woollen mills in Lanchow-fa, the capital of Kansuh, have been 
successfully started. This statement rests on the authority of 
Mr. Fock, the gentleman engaged to superintend the establish- 
ment of the industry. It will be remembered that His Excellen- 
cy Teo Tsang-Tang, Viceroy of Kansuh, determined to com- 
mence the manafacture of woollen cloth in his capital, and 
with that view imported machinery from Europe aud engaged 
the service of skilled German artizans to set it in motion and 
train the native workmen. It is now about a year since they 
left Shanghai for Lanchow with the machinery, und Mr. Fock, 
having seen the mills in working order, has returned. He 
says that the factory was produciug, when he left Lanchow, 
twenty pieces of cloth per diem, and he estimuted that the 
daily output would soon be iucrensed to sixty picces. The 
cost at the mills of rough dark blue pilot cloth was under 
four mace per yard of 72 inches wide. This is certainly a 
very low price, but the cluth probably will uot compare in 
texture and finish with English goods. However that may be, 
it does not seem likely that the outturn will be large enough 
to seriously affect the sale of foreign goods. Moreover the 
remoteness and inaccessibility of Lanchow must necessurily 
act as a bar to the produce of the new mills finding a very 
extended market. The cost of transport from thence to the 
maritime provinces would be very great, and add considerably 
to its cost, ‘The Kansah market has never, we imagine, been 
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open to foreign woollen goods for the same reason and on ao. 
count of the numerous barrier dues levied upon them in frag. 
situ. The Lanchow cloth will no doubt find its way into some 
parts of Szechen, but in no great quantity for some time to 
come. We do not think that on the whole, dealers in foreign 
woollens have much cause for alarm. 

The founding of this industry was due to the desire of Vice- 
roy Tso to retain the staple product of his province in Kansuh, 
and tlus prevent other provinces reaping the benefit to be deriv- 
ed from importing the raw article and manufacturing it into 
cloth. A great deal of jealousy exists between the provincial 
yovernors, and, when not too much preoccupied in squeezing 
the people, each endeavours to secure any advautage possible 
for his own province. It is highly probable that Tso Tsunc- 
TaNG, in establishing the woollen wills at Lanchow was actua- 
ted as much by adesire to steal a march on his great rival 
Lr HunG-cHANG as from any love of progress or desire to pro- 
mote manufacturing industries. It is even possible he may 
have heard of a scheme having been mooted for starting a 
woollen factory at Tientsin, for which the wool would have 
been brought from Kansuh and Mongolia. Had the Central 
Government founded such an undertaking they would hardly 
have commenced it in such an out-of-way spot as Lan- 
chow. The heavy machinery had to be laboriously carried, by 
ooolies over mountains and rivers at heavy cost, but as a mat- 
ter of course it was safely conveyed to its destination, spite of 
all obstacles. The old Cliinese General delights in triumphing 
over impediments. The establishment of the mills can scarcely 
however, be regarded as a proof of Chinese progress. It was a 
freak on the part of a powerful Viceroy, who no doubt, as we 
have said, had his own ends to serve. The mills may be moder. 
ately successful so long as they are in the charge of Europeans, 
but when they lapse into the hands of natives it is doubtful 
whether the quality of the cloth will be kept up, or the machin- 
ery preserved in order. The fact of a woollen factory work- 
ed with European machinery having been successfully started 
in the capital of the most inland provinoe of China is neverthe- 
less a fact worthy of record, whatever the ultimate result of the 
experiment. 

A late number of the Hiogo Newe states that “ The long talk- 
ed of deep-water wharf may now be considered as an assured 
fact, the representatives of the native association which has 
made application for Government sanction to undertake the 
work, having completed negotiations for the. purchase of the 
ground occupied by the K. R. & A. C. 

“ We underacand that a branch line of railway is to be con- 
structed in ounnection with the wharf, so that every facility 
will exist for the conveyance of goods from the ship, which will 
lie alongside, to the interior. So much has been said and 
written on this subject for years past that it is quite useless 
going over the old ground again. The advantages to Kobe as 
a shipping port which will be conferred by the wharf, are 
evident and require no mention, but it is certainly pleasing to 
note the faith in tho future prosperity of .this town which has 
induced a company composed, we believe, principally of Tokio 
residents, to seek an investment for their capital here in Kobe. 

“ No delay will, we understand, take place in the construction 
of this new undertaking. The preliminary surveys have sll 
been made, arrangements completed for carrying on operations 
with energy, and at no fur distant period we trust to see the 
régime of the cargo boatmen a thing of the past.” 


The Foochoo Herald states that Li Hung-chang hes, by 
Imperial command, been nominated Minister for War, and 
ordered to take immediate steps for the fortification of Peking 
and Tientsin. 








We read in an Hongkong exchange that at Manila the otber 
day, two Scotchmen from one of the ships in the harbour created 
some excitement by going ashore in kilts. They were followed 
along the streets by a crowd uf peuple, and the circumstance 
wus deemed sufficiently important to be chronicled in the local 


paper. 


We understand that the Austrian ironclad Tegethof is to be 
fitted with Mercryweather's steam firepumps of the Admiralty 
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pattorn. These are xpecially de-izned to draw a large 
quantity of water from the hold of the vessel in the evont of a 
gudden influx. The pumps will be driven by one of their 
quick-steaming fire-engine boilers, so that they may be started 
st any moment, either for ordinary pumping purposes or for 
fire duty. Some years ago the ironclad Peter the Great had 
machinery supplied by Merryweather, for the same combined 
purposes, and owing to the instructions of Admiral Popoff, the 
Czar’s yacht, Livadia, hasin a like manner now been fitted. The 
difficult navigation of the Baltic and Black Sea, renders accid- 
ents somewhat frequent, and that may have something to do 
with the attention which the Russian Naval Constructor gives 
to applianoes for increasing the pamping power in his ships. 


It is a well-known fact that the numerous parties of tramps 
which scour the Pacific slopes belong toa regular orgauized 
fraternity having a general understandiog with one another, 
and a ritual of questions and answers. An American paper 
writes that their “‘unifurm appearauoce, their periodical visits 
to the same localities, their regular calls at the same houses, 
where they have before procured food all points to this. Sheriff 
Walls, of an American city, bas found curious emblems 
about them, has studied their character and listened to their 
conversation, until he cau tell a regularly initiated tramp from 
au imposter. The following amusiug and instructive dialogue 
took place between the Sheriff and one of a squad of tramps 
recently committed to jail :— 

“From whence came you ?” 

“From a town in New York, called Jerusalem.” 

“ What's your business here ?” 

To learn to subdue my appetite and to sponge my living 
from au indulgent public.” 

“Then you are a regular tramp, I presume 2?" 

“T am so taken and accepted ‘wherever I go.” 

“ How am I to recoguize you as a tramp ?” 
“By the largeness of my feet and a general carnivoroas ap- 


“ How do you know yourself to be a tramp.” 

“Tu seeking food ; by being often denied, but over ready to 
try agaiu.” 

“ How gained you admittance to this town ?” 

“ By good long tramps.” 

‘“‘ How were you received ?” 

“On the end of a night-policeman's billy, presented to my 
head.” : 

“ How did the policeman dispose of you ?” 

‘“‘ He took me several times around the town tw the south, 
east, and west, where he found the City Marshal, Police Judge, 
aud the jailor, where a great many questions were asked.” 

“What advice did the judge give you.” 

“He advised me to walk upright, take regulur steps, aud to 
denounce tramping.” 

“Will you be off or from ?” 

“With your permission I'll be off very quick.” 

“Which way are you travelling? ” 

“ Eat.” 

“ Of what are you in pursuit ?” 

“Work—which by my own endeavours and the assistance of 
others, I hope I shall never be able to find.” 

“ My friend yon are now at an institution, where the wicked 
are always troublesomo and the weary ure ux bad as the rest. 
You will now be conducted to the middle chamber by a flight 
of winding stuirs, consisting of five or more sicps. Iustead of 
corn, oil, aud wine—the wages of the ancienlsa—yours will be 
bread and water for five days. When your company escape 
from this placo, divide yourselves into parties of three each, 
take n bee line for Portland or Bannor, where iu the winter 

they usually run free soup houses, and you may be pardoned 
on condition of your never returning.” (Pointing to Edmiston 
the turnkey.) ‘* Follow your conductor and fear no danger—if 
you behave yourself.” 


A lite number of the Zimes states that “NM. Rabourdin, who 
accompanied Colonel Flatters in bis expedition in connexion 
with the ‘'rang-Saharan Railway, for the purpose chiefly of 


Google 


Tto the China 


archaeological research, gave anu account of some of the results 
at a recent meeting of the Freuch Society of Political Economy. 
He discovered numerous deposits of clipped flints. At Wargla 
he wus shown some beautiful arrow heads; aud over a distance 
of about 500 miles he met with 18 flint works, the presence of 
matrices and cores proving that they had been wrouglit on the 
spot. Consequently, M. Rabourdin infers that in prehistorio 
times the desert was inhabitable, and peupled moet densely in 
its northern and southern parts. He also met with remains of 
those great-horned oxen which Herodotus tells us were fouud in 
the country of the Garamantes. M. Robourdin also cullected 
some interesting economical facts. The commerce of the Suhara, 
he finds, was formerly much more active than it is now. True, 
the principal element of this commerce was the slave-trade. 
Since Christians have eudeavoured to pat down this trade, 
the caravans take the Tripoli and Tunis routes; even yet 
the trafic is carried on clandestinely on French terri- 
tory. M. Robourdin states that the Arabs treat their 
slaves kindly, and generally end by giving them their liber- 
ty. The Wed-Rir is peopled by these freed negroes, who are 
excellent cultivators, laborious and industrious, and knowing 
thoroughly how to irrigate their lands. He considers these 
negroes much superior to the lazy glattonous, and degraded 
Arabs. The industry of the Soudan is comparatively advanced; 
all the objects, arms, harnes, utensils of various sorta, which 
the Touareg» possess, come from that country, whence also they 
obtain powder, ivury, gold-dust, and even, it is said, emeralds. 
The Touaregs do not buy these articles; they take them under 
the form of tribute from the caravans which traverse their 
country. M. Rubourdin stated that the construction of the 
Trans-Sabaran Railway would meet with no physical difficulties; 
the dunes are sulidified, the simoon is perfectly harmless, the 
ground is uniform ; the curves, the slopes, and the engineering 
works would be of the most trifling kind. The Soudan, ML 
Rabourdin stated, would offer for traffic resources which are 
not to be despised. Already the English have created oatlets 
for it. A Touareg told him that English traders reached 
Timbuctoo by the Niger, in iron buats, which could be placed 
on wheels, and thus avoid the rapids. The market of Timbuctoo 
is abundantly furnished with the most varied products. “ You 
will find there,” the Touareg said, “everything except your 
father and mother.” MM. Rabourdin does not anticipate that 
the progress of the steam-enyine would mect with any inter- 
ruption from the tribute-levying ‘Touaregs, who woald find it 
difficult to treat a railway train as they do a caravan of camels, 


The Daily Telegraph, quoting the statement of the British 
Cunsul at Hankow that travelling in the interior of China is 
now “as eaxy and sufo »s in Europe,” considers it only fair to 
say that the better treatment which travellers in the Celestial 
Empire now receive is greatly due tu the efforts of the China 
Inland Mission, who have discovered the real way to win 
Chinamen uot ouly to a tvleration of foreigners, but even 
appreciation of Christianity. The devoted members of 
thix Mission go everywhere, without forcing themselves auy- 
where, aud settle duwn amung and make friends of the peo; le. 
They claim no kind of authurity, but are content to 
teach the doctrines they hold, and do not dominter over 
either their own converts or thove of the heathen community. 
The consequence is that they are reconciling the excessively 
patriotic Celestial to the presence of foreigners in w way which 
could never be accomplished by the missionarics who were 
content to rest “under the shadow of « cousular flag and 
within range of a yunboat’s guns,” and to make the aduption of 
Christianity equivalent to the acceptance of foreign masters. 


It is announced that the ironclad for which the Chinese Go- 
vernment have made a contract with a Vulcan firm in Bteltin 
will be of 7,500 tous burthen. 


The Russion Governmeut is about to purchase the clipper 
Yarosiarl, frum the Moscow Committee, and send her out 
Station. The Yaroslaci is the latest ad- 
dition to the Volunteer Fleet, aud is a very formidable 
cruiser. She is constructed from designs prepared in 1878 
by the technical branch of the Muscow Committee, and 
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is said to have cost two and a half millions of francs, ex- 
clusive of artillery. Her hull is of steel, with a double bottom 


and water-tight bulk-heads. She is 295 feet long, 41 broad, 16 
deep, and has a displacement of 3,050 tons. Her engines are 
of 2,900 indicated horse power, and drive her at the rate of 16 
knots an hour. Her armament consists of one 8-inch gun aft, 
two 6-iuch guns on either port, four 9-pounders, and four 


Gatlings. She also carrics two turpedo-cuttors, and is provided 
with every improvement in the shape of electric lights and 
torpedoes. On the arrival of the vessel in China it is under- 
stood that Admiral Lessovsky will use her as his flagship.—L. 


& C. Express. 


The following correspondence respecting the laws of Marriage 


and Divorce has appeared in the London Times — 
TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir,—In — article on the case of ‘‘ Harvey v. Farnie” you 
give a timely warning to English girls who marry Frenchmen 
of the risk they run of having their marriage set aside in 
France on account of some technical disability on the husband's 
part, aud you add,—‘ The idea of the victims hax been that, 
although unmurried by French law, they continue married in 
England, and that they can claim from their own countrymen, 
at all events, to bo considered as lawful wives. This they can 
no longer du.” 

Without venturing to predict what the decision of an English 
Court may be, allow me to point out that the judgment in 
“Harvey v. Farnie” does not determine this question. That 
case has only determined that the tribunals of the domicile of the 

ies can dissolve a marriage wherever celebrated ; it has not 
decided that a sentence of a Court of the domicile declaring a 
iage celebrated in a fureign country null, because it would 
not be valid by the law of the domicile, must be accepted as 
binding by the tribunals of the place of celebration. 

Mr. Bishop, iu his valuable work on Marriage and Divoroce, 
has pointed out (sections 352 and 353) that marriage and divorce 
are governed by different rulea, and that the “ Courts of the 
actual domicile are perfectly competeut to undo the matrimonial 
bond;” but that in the case of marriuge, ‘“ which is everywhere 
favoured, the prevailing rule is that, wherever there is such a 
transaction as the law of the place where it occurs pronounces 


to be a marriage, the parties to this transaction will be holden 


e here else as well as there to be husband and wife.” 
The French Courts do not adopt Mr. Bishop’s opinion ; it 
remains to be seen whether or not, the English Courts will do 


80. 
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To THE Epiror. 

Sir —Your correspondent “Lex” justly attaches great weight 
to the published opinions of Mr. Bishop; but it is jeaportaiit 
that Englishmen especially should be reminded that the dictum 
of this distinguished American writer regarding the geunerul 
recognition of marringes which are valid according to the law of 
the place of contract is subject to one very remarkable excep- 
tiou. 

Though marriage with a deceased wife's sister is universally 
legal iu Austrulia, and Acts estublishing this legality have been 
repeatedly ratified by the Queen in Council, the various Aus- 
tralian Legislatures have lately been compelled to adopt the 
expedient of addressing urgent memorials to the Crown for 
the purpose of emphasizing the fact that the uncertainty and 
doubt atlecting the validity, in Eugland, of such legally con- 
tracted marriages are productive of serious hardship and in- 
justice to a very numerous class of colouists, and that an 
anonaly is being perpetuated for which no sufficient reason can 
exist. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. PAYNTER ALLEN, Sec., 
Marringe Law Reform Association, 21, Parliament-street, 
London, 8.W., Dec. 23. 
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FULL TEXT OF NEW CHINESE TREATIES. 
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The fullowing is the full text of the Chineso Immigration 
Treaty, rigned at Peking on the 17th of Inst November, 
and receatly transmitted to Washington for ratification by 
the United States Seunte: 

Whereas, inthe cighth year of Hsien Leng, Anno Domini 
1853, 2 treaty of pence and friendship was concluded be- 
tuces the United States of America ated China, nud to 
which were added in the seventts year of ‘Tung Chih, Anno 
Dowini 1968, certain supplementary articles to the advant- 
ave of both parties, which supplementury articles were to 
he perpetually observed and obeyed. And 

Witereas, The Government of the United States, because 
of the coustantly increasing immigration of Cliuese laborers 
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na 
to the territory of the Uvited States, and the embarrassments 
consequent upon such immigration, now desires to negotiate 
a modification of the existing treaties which will not he in 
direct contravention of their spirit ; now, therefore, the Pro. 
sident of the United States of America appoints James B. 
Angell, of Michigan, John F. Swift, of California, and 
William H. Trescoit, of South Carolina, as his Com. 
missioners Plenipoteutiary; and his Imperial Majesty, 
the Emperor of China, has appointed Pao Chun, a mem. 
ber of His Imperial Majesty’s Privy Council and Superin- 
tendent of the Board of Civil Office, and ‘i Hung ‘I'sao, a 
member of His Imperial Majesty’s Privy Council, as his 
Commissioners Plenipotentiary ; and the said Commissioners 
Plenipotentiary, having conjointly examined their full powers, 
and having discussed the points of possible modifications in 
existing treaties have agreed upon the following articles in 
modification : 
Article L 


Whenever, in the opinion of the Government of the 
Uuited States, the coming of Chinese laborers to the United 
States, or their residence therein, affects, or threatens to 
nffect, the interests of that country, or to endanger the 
yood order of any locality withiu the territory thereof. 
The Government of China agrees that the Government of 
the United States may regulate, limit or suspend such 
coming or residence, but may not absolutely prohibit it. 
The limitation or suspension shall be reasonable, and shall 
apply only to Chinese who may go to the United States as 
laborers, other classes not being included iu the limitation. 
Legislation in regard to Chinese laborers will be of such a 
character only as is necessary to enforce the regulation, 
limitation or suspension of immigration, and immigrants 
shall uot be subject to persons! maltreatment or abuse. 


Article II. 


Chinese subjects, whether proceeding to the United 
States as traders or students, merchants, or from curiosity 
together with their body aud household servants, aud 
Chinese laborers who are now iu the United States, shall 
be allowed to go and come of their own free will and accord, 
and shail be nccorded all the rights, privileges, immunities 
and exemptions which are accorded to the citizens and 
subjects of the most favored nations. 


Article IIT. 


If Chinese laborers, or Chiucse of any other class, now 
either permanently or temporarily residiug in the territory 
of the United States meet with ill treatment at the hands of 
any other persons, the Government of the United States will 
exert its power to devise measures for their protection, and 
secure to them the same rights, privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions as may be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of 
the most favored nations, and to which they are entitled by 


trenty. 
‘ Afticle IV. 


The high contracting powers, having agreed upon the fore- 
yoing Articles, whenever the Government of the United 
States shall adopt legislative measures in accordance there- 
with, such -measures will be communicated to the Govern- 
ment of China, and if the measures, as affected, are found to 
work hardship upon the subjects of China, the Chinese Min- 
ister at Washington may bring the matter to the notice of 
the Secretary of State of the United States, who will cou- 
sider the subject with him, and the Chinese Foreign. Office 
may also bring the matter to the notice of the U.S. Min- 
ister at Hongkong and consider the subject with him, to the 
cud that mutual and anqualified benefit may result. In faith 
whereof, the respective Plenipotentarics have signed and 
sealed the foregoing at Peking, in English and Chinese, 
there Leing three originals of each text of even tenor an 
date, the ratification of which shall be exchanged at Peking 
within one year from the date of ita execution. 

Doue at Peking, this 17th day of November, in the yea 
of our Lord, 1880, Kuang Hsli, sixth year, tenth moon, 
fifteenth day. Signed and sealed by the above named Cont- 
missioners of both Government. 


THE COMMERCIAL TREATY. 
The f.Nowing is the full text of the Commercial Tresty 


signed on the name day : 


The President of the United States of America and His 
Imperial Majesty the Ewperor of Cliua, because of certatt 
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points of incompleteness in the existing treaties between 
the two Governments, have uamed ns their Commissioners 
Plenipotentiary: The President of the United States of 
America, James B. Angell, of Michigan, Johu F. Swift, 
of California, and William H. Trescott, of South Carolina, 
as his Commissioners Plenipotentiary, and his Imperial 
Majesty, the Emperor of China, has appointed Pao Gian, 
a member of His Imperial Majesty's Privy Conucil and 
Superintendent of the Board of Civil Office, and Ti Huny 
‘Tsao, 2 member of His Imperial Majesty’s Privy Ceuncil, 
as his Commissioners Plenipotentiary having conjointly 
examined their full powers, and having discussed the points 
of possible modifications in existing treaties, have agreed 
upon the following additional articles. 


Article I. 


The Government of the United States and China recog- 
nizing the benefits of their pnst commercial relations and in 
order to still further promote such relations between the cit- 
tizens and subjects of the two powers, mutually agree to 

ive the most careful and favorable attention to the repre- 


sentations of either as to such special extension of commer- |. 


cial intercourse as either may desire. 
Article II. 


The Government of Chiun and of the United States mu- 
tually agree and undertake that Chinese subjects shall not 
be permitted to import opium in any of the ports of the 
United States, and citizens of the United States shall not 
be permitted to import opium into any of the open ports of 
China, or to transport from one open port to any other open 
port, or to buy and sell opium in any of the open ports of 
China. This absolute prohibition, which extends to 
vessels owned by the citizens or subjects of either Power, 
to foreign vessels employed by them, or to vessels owned by 
the citizens or subjects of either Power, and employed by 
other persons for transportation of opiam, shall be enforced 
by appropriate legislation on the part of China and the 
United States, and the henefils of the favored claims in 
existing treaties shall not be claimed by the citizens or snb- 
jects of either Power as against the provisions of this article. 


Article IIT. 


His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of China, hereby 
promises and agrees that no other kind or higher rate of 
tonuage ducs or duties for imports or exports or coastwise 
trade shall be imposed or levied in the open ports of China 
upon vessels wholly belonging to citizens of the United 
States, or upon the prodace, manufacturers or merchandise 
imported on the same from the United States or from any 
foreizn country, or upon the produce, manufactures, or 
merchandise exported in the same to the United States, or 
toany foreign country, or transported in the same from 
one open port of China to another, than are imposed or 
levied on vessels or cargoes of any other nations, or ou 
those of China subjects. The United States hereby 
promises and agrees that no other kind or higher rate of 
tonnage duties dues for imports shall be imposed or levied 
in the ports of the United States upon vessels wholly be- 
longing to the subjects of his Imperial Majesty, coming 
either directly or by way of any foreign port from any of 
the ports of China which are open to foreign trade to the 
ports of the United States, or returning therefrom either 
directly or by way of of any foreign port to any of the 
open ports of China, or upon the prodace, manufactures or 
merchandise imported in the same from China, or from any 
foreign cauntry, than are imposed or levied on vessels of 
other nations which made no discrimination against the 
United States in tonnage dues or duties on imports, exports 
or coastwise trade, or than are imposed or levied on vessels 
aud cargoes or citizens of the United States. 


Article IV. 


_ When controversies arise in the Chinese Empire between 
Citizens of the United States and subjects of His Imperial 
Majesty, which need to he examined and decided by the 
Public officers of the two Nations, it ix agreed between the 

Overnment of the United Srates and China that such 
cases shall be tried by the proper official of the uvatiounlity 
4 the defendant. The properly authorized official of the 
Plaiutifr'y nationality shall be freely permitted ty attend the 


trial, aud shall be treated with the courtesy due ty lus | 
He shall be granted all propor facilities for savonteen years of ange, and the younger fifteen 


Position, 


eo desire he shall have the right to be preseut and to ex- 
amine and to cross-examine witnesses. Ifhe is dissatisfied 
with tho proceedings he shall be permitted to protest 
against them in debate. The law administered will be the 
law of the nationality of the officer trying the case. 

In faith wheroof, the respective plenipotentiaries have 
signed and sealed the foregoing, at Peking, in English and 
Chinese, there being three originals of each text, of even 
tenor and date, the ratification of which shall be exchanged 
at Peking, this 17th day of November, in the year of our 
Lord 1880, Kunng Heli sixth year, tenth moon, fifteenth 
day. Signed and sealed by the xbove-named Commis- 
sionors.— Alta California. 
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JAPANESE ITEMS. 


[The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasioually ra age pe from 
original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 
Governxuext NoTIFICATIOS. 
Notification No. 3. 
It is hereby notified that a new prefecture, named Fukui 
Ken, has been established over the two provinces of Echizen, 
and Wakasa. Also that Sakai Ken has been abolished and is 
included in with Osaka Fu for the fatare. 

The sent of the local Government of Fukui Ken is to be 

Fukui, Ashiha-yori, Echizen province. 
(Sigued) 

February 7th, the 14th year of Meiji. 

We read in a native paper that His Excellency Sanjo, the 
Prime Minister, invited Admiral Kawamura to his country re- 
mdence at Imado on the 4th instant, in the afternoon, where they 
held a conference, which was followed by an entertainment. 
The Admiral remained there till about eight o'clock at night. 

A native paper states that the son of His Excellency Sanjo, 
the Prime Minister, who has been studying in London, arrived in 
Yokohama in the Afalacca on the 5th instant. 

The Alainichi Shinbun says that in the Foreign Department 
there is an cxtraordinary press of business at present, and that 
the officiuls attend ut the office up to late in the eveniug. 

We learn from a native source that it has hitherto been the 
custom whenever any public works have been undertaken in 
Cities or Prefectures to despatch officials from the Con- 
struction Bureau of the Home D-partment to saperintended 
them, buat that it has been decided that the local Goverument 
officials are to take charge of these dutics in future, which will 
result in a dimiuutiun of the staff at present employed in the 
Home Department. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that Colonel Kabayama, chief 
of Police, has been promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
General; Ishiguro Tsutomu, second secretary in the Home 
Department, to the Governorship of the newly established 
Fukui Ken, and Taga Yoshiyuki, first class officer in the 
Finance Department to the second secretaryship of the same 
Ken. 7 

Another journal informs us that His Excellency Inouye, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, retarned from Atami on the 7th 
inst. Mr. Uyeno, the Vice-Minister, went down to Yokohama on 
the morning of the same day to receive him. 

The same paper says that Mr. Tauabe Terusato, the Chief 
Secretary of the prefecture of Kochi, has been promoted to the 
Goverunership of that place. 

The Nichi Nicki Shinbua says that the son of His Excellency 
Sanjo, who has recently returned from Europe, went to the 
Akusaka Palace on the morning of the 8th instaut. He also 
proceeded to the Awoyama Palace on the same day. It is said 
that Hix Excellency Sanjo will shortly pive an entertainment to 
the Daijin aud Sanyi iu honour of his son's having safely returned 
trom Europe. 

Tho Hochi Shinbun writes :—“It is ssid to have been re- 
ported to our Government from tha. of Great Britain that 
two grandsons of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, the elder 
will visit 





Saxo SANEYOSHI, 
Prime Minister, 


Watching the proceedings in the interest of justice, and if he ! Japan on or about September next. The elder will in course 
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of time ascend to the throne, and therefore greatest etiquette 
will, we suppose, be observed in the reception of him in our 
country.” 

The Mainichi Shinbun states :—" Yesterday being the festival 
of Kigensetsu(the ascension to tho throne of Jimmu-Tenno, first 
Emperor of Japan) His Imperial Majesty the Emperor 

personally performed a religious ceremony inthe Palace at 8 
a.m., at which all the Princes of the Blood, the Daijin, Sangi, aud 
the officinls of the Chokunin, Sonin and Hannin ranks 
attended. After the ceremony a grand entortainment was 
given by his Majesty to the Princes of the Blood, the Daijin 
and Saagi. Owing to this holiday there was no publication 
of the native papers. 

The same paper says that H.I. H. Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya 
has specially been declared to be a hereditary Prince of the 
Blood ; and that his yearly subsidy, which was hitherto 18,000 
yen, has been increased to 23,700 yen. 

The Akebono Shinbun says that the Austrian Minister intends 
to invite the Dujjin, Sangi and the Foreign Representatives to 
friendly entertaiument to be given on the 15th instant, in the 
Enriokwan, which will be lent for that occasion. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


We learn from a native paper that Lieutenant General Soga, 
the commandant of the Osaka garrison, has lately forwarded to 
the goverment a document containing his views on various 
military affairs. 

A vernacular journal says that a certain officer of the Gene- 
ral Staff Office, who was sent to a prefecture near to the Capi- 
tal for the purpose of surveying it, lately committed suicide. 
The reason for this rash act is said to be chagrin at being un- 
able, in spite of his best endeavours, to compile as successful 
a map as he desired. 

The same paper informs us that another man-of-war has 
been ordered to prepare for a cruise, and that either the Ken- 
kokwan or the Setisukwan is consequently to be despatched 
to-day or to-morrow. 

Another paper publishes a rumour to the effect that Lieu- 
tenant Generals Shijo and Soga, have been promoted to 
Generals, 

We take another rumour from the same source to the effect 
that owing, it is supposed, to some secret business, extraordin- 
ary activity prevails in the War Department at present. 

One of the Tokio native papers says that hitherto all the 
troops in the War Department were allowed to read ouly the 
three papers, viz.: the LHeijji Shinbun (Naval and Military 
Gazette); the Nichi Nichi Shinbun, and the Hocks Shinbun, but 
that it is said to have lately been annouuced tha: from motives 
of economy, the latter two papers qill nut be subscribed for 
at Guvernment expense after the expiration of this mouth. 

INDUSTRIEX, TRADE AND FINANUVE. 

A meeting was held at the Senate on Friday the 2ud inst at 
which a proposition thas all foreign captains, mat.s, and engineers 
whould the diplomas froma foreign Goverument, should be 
granted the diplomas (licenses) from the Japanese Guvernment 
without examination, was discussed, aud as the question was 
very simple one, it was passed without wuch discussion. 

As tho population is increasing more «nd more vn the 
geven islands of Iza, new Post Offices are to be established at 
Okada Mara, Ooshima, and some other places. 

The following returns frum a native paper yive the amount of 
tea sold in Kobe during part of the past year :-— 





Month. A mount. 
May ............- 1,528,785 Ibe. 
SUING cividdedccnadedsncdcavasdsesecsécccosesese 2,3:9,960 ,, 
July SHeecee ase esseeesensg se eecesecesesenses e000 e 2,209,815 99 
Auꝑust .....ccccccssseoeee —— ‘a 
September .........cssesecessecsseressceese 1,229,130 ,, 
October...... 1,029,690 ,, 
Novenmber..........cccccccccccsccseserccssses 357,570 ,, 
December .....cccccccsscccscceccccscccesecees 299,925 ,, 

Total.........0c00 10,506,375 lbs. 


Iu the Osaka Mint the outturn of copper coins of one sen and 

five rin commeuced on tho Ist instaut. Abunt 30,000 yen of 
. these small coins are expected to be manufactured. 

Anative paper says that just now rumour is current to 
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the effect that enquiries are at present beiug made by the Ta, 
Bureau, with the view of introducting alterations in the tobacco 
tux. It is coutewplated to impose this tax only on the many. 
facturers, while retail dealers will be exempt from it. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes :—The cable between Ayo. 
mori and Hakodate has, owing to its bad situation, frequently 
suffered from damage and therefore investigations were made 
laxt year with the view of changing its position, but this js 
postponed for a time, owing, it is supposed, to its entailing too 
heavy expenses. 

We learn from the Choya Shinbun that in Shidsuoka ¢ 
competitive exhibition of cotton, sugar, silk, cocoons, and tea 
was opened on and after the 10th inst., under the auspices of 
four prefectures, viz :—Miye, Aichi, Shidzuoka, and Yamanashi, 

The same paper announces that the authorities of the 
Tokio Fucho have found, ou enquiry, that the construction of 
the proposed new harbour at Shinagawa, will require an ex- 
pense of about 2,850,000 yen. 

The waters of Japan literally swarm with fish, and nothing is 
wanted bat a little organisation and encouragement to render 
fishing a moet important item in the industries of the country. 
That this is realized toa certain extent is evident from what 
we read in the Lfochi Shinbun. This paper states that in the 
Sagulien islands fish is most plentiful, and the annual take is 
computed to be worth 2,000,000 yen. Much is lost, however, ow- 
ing to those engaged in the work being too poor to purchase pro- 
per nets, or even salt for curing the salmon. Numbers of these 
valuable fish are therefore left to lie on the beach, and when a 
chance of exporting them arrives the mujority are spoiled and 
worthless. Mr. Kobayashi, the vice-consul, has recently ad- 
dressed the Government on the subject, aud Mr. Ishikawa of 
the Finance Department has been despatched thither to in- 
vestigate matters. It is considered probable that a large 
fishing company will be estublished, one of the objects of 
which will be to make loaus to these fishermen to enable them 
to conduct their labours on a better scale. 

We learn from a native paper that the Yokohama silk market 


is at present rather dull, but that prices do not show any de- 


cline although there are but few buyers. Previous contracts 
are being executed, but these are only on a limited scale. It is 
however expected that tolerably large shipments will be made by 
the next American mail. The present stock is small, being only 
6,000 bales. 

The same paper gives the following statistics :—The exports 
of silk in Yekobuma from June 1879 to the same month in 
1880 were 17,822 bales; of which 4,406 was deputched for 
England ; 8,194 for France ; and 5,222 for America. During 
the rame period the arrivals of that staple to Yukohama from 
producing districts were 31,034 bales. Exports from July last 
year up to the 28th January this year were 14,155 bales; of 
which 1,734 were for England, 8,642 for France, and 3,779 for 
America; and the arrivals from producing districts to Yokobams 
in the cotresponding period were 27,714 bales. The pro-ent 
stock in Yokubama is 6,613 bales, com; osed as fullows:—Hanks 
2,283; Glatures 2,597; Kakedas 1,235; Okuseu 168, and Hams- 
tauki 330 bules. 

We rexd in another paper that Mr. Kodoka and two other 
active men, iu Idsamig..ri, Knd-usa province, who have been 
paying energetic attention towards the agricultural industries, 
have resolved to establish au agricultural society under the 
name of Scinosha, with the codperntion of several friends. The 
object of the society is to enquire into any methods which cao 
be adopted for improving the agriculture, and thus encouraging 
produce, 

The same journal states that Mr. Awoye Hiidsu, an attaché 
of the Gencral Post Office, published a p»mphilet on the culture 
of tobacco some years ago when he wasin Kagoshima, and the 
governor of that prefecture made an arrangement with the 
author and has hid it printed for the use of his people. 
Lately, however, he has offered it to the Agricultural Buread 
for wale. It is said that the pamphlet is a most useful book 
of information and therefore it ‘will be exhibited at the 
forthcoming National Exhibition. : 

The correspondent of a native journal writes as follows -— 


“The Kusakura-yama, though it is within the jurisdiction of 
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the prefecture of Fukushima, seoms to be situated in Minami- | indastry has greatly improved iu recent years and the demand 
Kambara-gori, in the province of Echigo. Iu is distunt over | for it has increased. Especially is it nsed for newspapers. 
18 ri from Wakamatsu, and 3 7% from Tsugawa-cho. The |The consumption has become so great, that the manu- 
mountain is about 2 sqnare ri in extent; oun level part tlhrec | facturers always find themselves pressed by the demand, and 
large buildings are built ; one of them is the residence of the | consequently prices are going up. It is said that about seven- 
officials connected with the mine, auother is that of the work- {tenths of the amount manufactured is consumed in the capital, 
men, aud the last is the office. The copper mine is situated at [and the remaining three-tenths in the neighbourhood. Asa 
about 7 or 8 cho from this place. There are threo pits, the [converse to this the imports of paper from abroad have 
dinmeter of which nt the entrance is 10 feet each, aud their | diminished greatly. It is indeed a matter of great congratala- 
depth varies from 18 cho to 20 cho. There are over 20 | tion that this industrial undertaking has become so prosperous 
officials and over 1,000 miners, both men and women, under | day after day as to have had the effect of stopping one import, 
the superintendency of Mr. Misawo. The monthly outturn is, | at least, to a certain extent. 
in pure copper, over 10,000 kwamme, which is worth over| The Afainichi Shinbua informs us that in Gifu, in the 
16,000 yen. The expenses are said to be small, being only 4,000 | province of Blino, all the Japanese umbrella makers, with 
yen monthly, and on subtracting this from the before men- | mutual consent, are contemplating the establishment of an 
tioned amount we find the net profit to be 12,000 yen per jumbrella factory under the name of Mino-Kasa-Kwaisha, with 
month. This mine originally belonged to the former Aidsu |a capital of 20,000 yen; and that in the same place Mr. Muto, 
Han, bat after the restoration it came into the hands of Mr. |and several other enterprising men, have applied for a permis- 
Harada, a resident at Tsuda, from whom the QOnogumi pur-|sion to start a silk factory named Gifu Scishigensha. 
chases it for 23,000 yen, at a time when the company was in a! The same paper states that application has been made to the 
prosperous condition. On their bankruptcy it fell into the |Home Department, by the authorities of the prefecture of 
possession of the former Daimio of the Soma Han. There | Hiogo (in the prisons of which matches are manufactured by 
are in the neighbourhood of Aidsu many other mines such |criminalx), that in accordance with Government Notification 
as Akaiwayama, Ubayama, Narametaki, Adsumiyama, Kana-|No. 48 last year, the match manofacture should be greatly, 
bori, Ishigamori, &c., where several persons commenced works, | encouraged, with a view to export these articles to Cores. 
but many of them, owing to either the want of funds or MISCELLANEOUS. 
perbeverance, gave them up balf way.” A native paper informs us that there is a report that the old 

Native papers say that in Yokohama no changes occurred | firearms in the War Department, which were lately applied for 
in the silk market on the 8th instant; the sellers keeping | by Okura & Co, are to be shipped to Persia. It was originally 
beck and buyers waiting for favourable terms. Foreign | believed that they were to be sent to China. 
cotton yarn las been in a comparatively quiet condition for| The Mainichi Shinbun publishes the fullowing from a correspon- 
four or five days. Prices have fallen slightly and very few |dent :—It is said that amongst Japanese men and women, who 
transactions are reported. reside in the foreign settlement in Yokohama, there are many 

The same papers state, that with a view to public conveni- | who have lately taken to using opium. I{ the Government do 
ence, the Mitsu Bishi S. & Co. intends shortly to institute an | not make atrict rules to forbid this pernicious custom, we shall 
office for insuring cargoes from fire while being landed. have in Japan a similar state of affairs as now exists in China, 
. We learn the following from a native source :—“Mr. Tsuji | Wing to the use the drug. 
Junichi, a well known merchant in the capital, bad projected] The Hochi Shinbun states that the Secretary of the Coloniza- 
the formation of a company with a capital of many thousands | tion Commission has applied to the Government for permission 
of yen, with a view to purchase rice ou s great acale from vari- | 0 establish a race course at Makoma, Niikabu, Hokkaido, at 
ons provinces at harvest time, and to sell it in Tokio and other |82 expense of about 10,000 yen, to encourage the breed of 
ports, where demands for the grain are many, in order to equal- | horses. 
ize the stock of rice in every port, and thus check any extraor-| We learn from the Choya Shinbun that in Okinawa Ken 
dinary risein its price. Formerly an application for a loan of | (Loochoo) there are 530 villages 530 containing 132,450 houses ; 
some of the capital was made to the authorities. But now it is| aud that the populution numbers 307,800, of whom 153,640 are 
said that if the lately proposed combination of the two rice ex- | males, and 154,060 females. | 
changes in the Capital is accomplished, and permission is} It is stated in the same paper that there are 40,248 nuns 
granted, the company may be started without any loan. The dis- jin tho Empire of Japan. 
cussions on the combination have not yet been concluded, how-| Owing, a8 we learn from a local journal, to heavy falls of 
ever, and the inauguration of the new company has thereby |Suow, the works on the line of the railway to Tsucuga were 
been postponed.” stopped at the end of the year, and the workmen who had 

We learn from the same source that in the course of last | ee despatched from Osaka were compelled to return. It ia 
year silver coins of 5, 10 and 20 sen pieces were sent from the {4 that now, however, the snow is sufficiently melted, and 
Accountant's Bureau in the Finance Department to the Osaka | tbat work will be resumed on or about the 16th instant. 
Mint, to be re-coined into one yen pieces. Lately a certain The construction works of the harbour of Nobiru, in the pre- 
amount of this new coinage has been sent to the Acconntant’s | ecture of Miyagi, have, according to the Hochi Shiabua, been 
Office. It is said that the remainder will be completed and |*Peedily carried on, and will be completed shortly. In con- 
eent to that Bureau before the end of June next. requence of this, numerous letiers pass between the Home De- 


: : —— = tment. As all of them areof an urgent natu ica- 
It is stated in the Afainichi Shinbun that the exhibits to be * by post has been found most iuepaveusak. — 
went up from Osaka to the-forthcoming National Industrial 


the said Department has applied to the Public Works Depart- 
Exhibition, amount to three times the number of those | ment for the construction of a telesraphic line to that port. 
received from that city the last season. Maishima’s paper, 

sy 8 ae et de 1 RNM 
Godai's indigo, Mitani carpets, Shibakawa neck-cloths, and the ———— ENT RAILWAYS. 


indig Tokio AND YokoraMa Section. 
sulphuric acid of Sugimura and Konoike, are sid to be par- 


: Statement of traffic receipts for the week endi 
the tay good. These exhibits should all have arrived before | 6th February, 1881. — ding Sunday, 
. inst. 













































Passengers, parcols, &c...............cc0c000 Yen 8,270.47 
The Butia Shinpo states that the firing establishment at | Merchandise, Ec. ... ...-.....63 n 858.95 
ome, Onoyecho, Yokohama, is expect.-d to he completed - Total 

* oO, S0kOhama, is oxpeet det. e completed | J. 7tal.... — — 120. 

—— a fow days. It is said that ubout 10,000 catties of tea can Miles open 18. oe eae 
a y be fired daily. The projectors are making all necessary Corresponding week last year. 

i — for carrying on the business on a very extensive —— parcels, BCnrrrseserssssseneeees Yen 6,591.74 
®, as they anticipate orders fur firing from both natives and a a ee "eee ae 860.26 


Oreigners, 


same paper writes as follows :—“Our foreign paper 
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THE ERROR OF WISHING TO CHECh 
IMPORTS. 


(Translated from the Maijun Keizai Shinshi). 


It has frequently come to our ears that many energetic men 
in the various prefectures, who greatly regret the drain of 
specie abroad, have combined with their friends to concert 
measures to check it. With this information we have been 
partly ploased, and partly surprised. We have been pleased, 
not with their inteution, but with their manifestation of a 
patriotic spirit. We have simultaneously been sarprised, 
not with their patriotic spirit, but with their intention. 
Being thus pleased and surprised is it not right for as to 
put forward a few remarks on the question ? 

Wo believe from what we have heard that their opinion 
may be stated as follows :—‘Lately the finances of our country 
have fallen into an indescribably difficult state, which is a 
most deplorable thing for us. The cause of these difficulties is 
the drain of our specie, and that is due to nothing but the 
inequality betwoen the exports and.imports. Therefore to 
ameliorate the difficulty, and to restore our finances to a pro- 
per condition, our exports must be made to exceed our im- 
ports by encouraging the products, and promoting the in- 
dustries of the country. If this can be affected, the drain of 
specie is nothing to be anxious about, but yet it is impossible 


without some extraordinary steps. To encourage products | 


and to promote industries would be only ordinary steps, 
which we do not believe would answer to remedy the 
financial crisis at present, and therefore, to do this a mutual 
compact should be maile by all patriotic people to dispense 
with the use of imports as far as possible.” 

This opinion is in accordance with the principles of 
preserving money, which were generally o in ancient 
times in the various countries in Europe when they were 
still in their childhood, and had not found out the true 
principles of political economy. It was then believed that 
the only benefit which commerce could bring to a country 


was, 
solely depended upon this iraport being large or small. What 
an utterly wrongheaded idea this was ! : 
No one can deny the trath of what those, who uphold 
the opinions we have mentioned, so deeply regret, viz : that 
in consequence of the inequality of the exports and imports 
Japanese specie is continuonsly leaving the country, but this 
is not only not a matter for regret, but on the contrary we 
express our most unfeigned joy to see it. Believing as we do 
_that the difference between our exports and imports 
will in fatare, benefit our country, why should not we, seeing 
the difference now exists, offer our congratulations to 
our countrymen? Why do we say so? We are not without 
reasons for it. 
Money is only a medium of commerce and is, in ite 
nature, good 
universal 


ed prominent and sensible opinions, that we therefore 
need not dwell on it any farther, but proceed at once to 


explain that the excess of imports over exports does not/ 
diminish the wealth of our country. Supposing that one/: 
million yex of our gold coins has been exported abroad, it will |: 
easily be seen that there must be something which bas been |: 
imported to our country in return for the gold coin exported. |! 


This imported ‘‘something” must certainly be in our 


ion. The matter is simply this, that on giving the gold coins, | 


which arc in our possession, to foreign countries, we receive, 
as it may be, cotton, cloth, calico, &c., which these foreign 
countries possess and thus the mutual exchange is convenient, 
pleasant, and beneficial to both sides. Why then shall we 
not call this a matter for congratulation ? 

There are two principles on which commerce is based. One is 
the exchange by onc country of such things as it cannot pro- 
duce with another which can; the other is trading goods after 
comparing the expenses of prodacing them. ‘The reason 
of the former plan is, that owing to differences of latitude and 
longitude, climate, and fertility or barrenness of soil, the 
products of every country differ from one another ; there are 
animals and products found in the torrid zone, and not in the 
frigid, and vegetables and plants which only grow in temperate 
soils, aud not in cold countries, Thus by suppling the wants 
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large importa of specie; and that, both rich and poor | 


s just the same as all other merchandise, |. 
the only difference being that the demand for it is alimoat | 
i On this subject so many authors have deliver-| 
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of cold countries, with such things as are abundant in 
temperate soils, and by conveying the superfluous productions 
of the torrid zone to the frigid zone, matual assistance and 
convenience can be ensured. The latter method is somewhat 
similar, in some respects, to the former. As there are 
differences of climate and soil in every country, more or less, 
the amount of labour, and expense for producing the same 
thing differ correspondingly and therefure, on comparing the 
expenses of production, all such things which pi bs great 
expense should be given up. On the other hand, those which 
can be produced at less expense should be encouraged and 
exported abroad, in return for which the previous-described 
articles could be imported from abroad, a system which 
would have the effect of indirectly increasing the pro- 
ducts of the importer actually. This is what we may call 
trado by comparing the expenses for production. England 
is supplied with hemp by Germany, while the latter imp 
woollen cloth from the former: this is a good example of 
what we mean. Both hemp and woollen cloth can be pro- 
daced in both countries, but in Germany it is found to 
be more profitable, owing to the amount of: labour required 
for manufactaring woollen cloth in that country, to manufac- 
ture hemp and export it to England, receiving woollea cloth 
in retarn. The case is also just the same in England, where it 
is found more profitable, according to the amount of labour. 
required fur making hemp, that woollen cloth should. be manu- 
factored instead, and exported to Germany, obtaining 
hemp in return. This is the best example that we can give. 
The fact that our country receives somany imports is ex- 
plained by this latter illustration. Those articles which form the 
principal portion of our imports from abroad are calico, cotton- 
yarn, sugar, kerosine oil, camlets, &c. Our country is’ not 
in want of material for producting cotton yarn, sugar &c., al- 
though their qualities are inferior to that of what is im- 
ported. Nevertheless tle imports always exceed the exports. 
Sach a state of things is due to the fact that our producers 
have naturally paid their attention to a comparison of the 
expenses of production, and therefore we think we may say 
that the inequality of our trade is actually a source of weath, 
and a good remedy for the finances. . | 
However, it may be put forward that the majority of the 
imports are articles of luxury, which not ouly do not give 
any benefit to our productive powers, but, on the. contrary, 
corrypt popular customs and poison our community ; and 
that this is the reason for the objoction maintained sgainst 
imports. Bat on carefully examining the custom's returns 
since the 8th year of Meiji (1875) we find that amongst, the 
imports those which were by far the most numerous and cost, 
the greatest sums of money, were what we can properly call 
necessities. We give below a return of those imports which 
exceoddil one million yen in value per year, during the four 
years from the 8th year of Meijt (1875) to the llth year 
(1878) inclusive, aud will show thas our opinion is not with 
foundation. 


Years. Goons. VaLue. 
1875.........Cottou yarn......... 8,845,780 
WB7G6..ccc0... yy — — 
1877.2. cscs 5p gp eereeeeee6,694,828 
1878......... * 99 . ccccceeee ,S20,0h0 99 
1875...... .»eCalico eccoce ccvcecened 091,451 * 
1816....... 99 eeceos cccccecee 2,949,000 99 
NOT Gece Go ee 1,850,406 _,, 
I87B...ceccre 5) veesseceseseeeeD, 898,904 
1875........-Camlets ...00.000...2,282,855 ,, 
WB7G6.....000 4) sesesceseees2 892,181 
S77 .sccsscoe 9) ssaveneee 2,802,761 
1878........ +p evseeeeeeeee 2,916,898, 
1875.........Brown Sugar ......2,410,460__,, 
1876........ © gg enone 2,159,867 ,, 
1877 .escccee ee ae Fae en »2,261,286 _,, 
1878........ gy nennee QZ, O41 
1875........Kerosine Oil ..... eee 529,641 ,, 
1876........ 9p eceseeee 886,514, 
UBT ccssesere 4g, < gy. Bstedaze] 117,566. «5, 
IB7B....0000 594 ecaseeee2,657,509 y, 


_ On looking over this table it will easily be found that dar- 
ing the said four years those importe which were valued at 
over one million yen yearly, were all actual necessities, and 
that almost without exception their sum increased every year. 
Bach a fact is worth knowing, as a proof that our present 
commerce is based on the proper comparison of the expenses 
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of prowuction. Our opponents may insist, as they have dune 
before, that all these imports are luxurics. We assert most 
emphatically that in the whole world no such thing asa 
distinction between articles of luxury and necessity exists. 
Things for which people make a demand are necessaries to 
them, even if they be precious stones or such su-called luxu- 
ries, while conversely such things as they do not require are 
lnxaries, even if they be gold, silver and similar so-called 
necessitivs. How then is it possible to drawa hard and fast 
distinction and to say this is a necessity, and that a luxury ? 








THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF DIRECT TRADE 
WITH SAN FRANCISCO. 





bos. (Translated from the Bukka Shimpo). 


Recently there has sprung up a strong opinion in favour 
of condac'ing dircet trade with foreign countries. Many 
men of enterprize have embarked in this scheme, and have 
crossed the seas to London, Paris or America, which Intter 
country has perhaps attracted the greatest number. In the 
12th year of Meiji (1879) we ourselves called the attention 
of the public to the necessity and importance of adopting 
direct trade with nbrond. Since that time we have passed 
only two brief summers and winters, and yet the proposal 
of then is the accomplished fact of to day. Our desire was 
not in vain, aud we feel it a matier of great congratulation. 

There is yet, however, one matter with which we are 
ill-content, which is, that although many of our countrymen 
have gone to Americn for this purpose, yet their destination 
has always heen the enme, namely New York, aud we have 
not heard of one who has settled down to ppen business in 
San Francisco. ‘The vast size of America and the numerous 
advantuges: it offers to commerce are well known. Why 
then do our merchants confine themselves exclusively to 
New York ? 

San Francisoo, in California, is a large port on the Pacific. 
The history of her sudden rise into her present state of 
prosperity is entirely unparalleled. She is also the most im- 

riant port, as connected with our commerce with the 

nited States. On referring to statistics we find that iv 
tht 12th year of Meiji (1879) tea (our principal export) to 
value of 8,300,000 yen was shipped to San Francisco, while 
2,800,000 yen’s worth went to New York, showing a balance 
of 500,000 yen in favour of the former port. Moreover 
our export of rice to Sau Francisco is uo insignificant item, 
and it is palpable that we might send many other 8; 
while on the other haud exports from Caliofrnia to Japan 


are far from being few in number, cattle and hides heading | Direc- 


the list. According to some correspondence from Mr. Shiba 
published in the Tokai Keizai Shimpo (The Orieutal 
Econonrist) we learn that in eleven months last year, from 
January to November, inclusive, Japanese imports to the 
value of $9,908,088 entered San Francisco, and-during the 
same period gouds to the extent of $54,756 were exported 
thence to Japan. The most superficin! consideration of 
these figures will show how importaut a bearing commerce 
With that port has upon the prosperity of our native cuuutry. 
A company, no matter how large it may be, has always 
branches or agencies in the most important centres o- 
commerce iu Europe and America, so that for a newly estabf 
lished Company some: place in which no other Japanese 
firm is settled is best. In places where this is uot the case, 
& mutual arrangement is asa rule made between the establish- 
ed Compaiy and the new one, that the ayencies of the former 
shall work also fur the latter. But we find now that instead 
of making these arrangements our merchants enguge 
in mutual competition in the same port. Of course they 
have probably have their good reasons for this step, and it 
does not become us ontsiders to talk about what they may 
But what we do point ont is, that because there are 

now two or three Japanese firms established in New York, 
our merchunts of enterprise are all directing their atten- 
tion to that city, utterly oblivious to the fact that San 
Fraucisco lies just upposite us, and that there is not one sin- 
gle Japanese firm there at present, so that our commerce is 
monopolized by foreigners. It was a matter of vonsidera- 
ble regret yenrs ago to those who pail attention to our 
American trade that no merchants were established in that 
he and that they could do nothing to remedy this want. 
Why do they not act now, whon public opinion has pro- 
nounced so strongly in favour of direct trade? It may be 


Google 


that they ure takiug some steps in the matter, but if so, we 
Lave heard nothing of it. ‘There are many foreign ports 
whose commerce equals that of San Francisco, but many of 
them have not the sume relation to our trade as that 

We earnestly request our enterprising merchants to ponder 
over our remurks, and to cudeavour to ascertain the best 
method forencouraging direct trade with San Francisco. 











METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH, 1881. 
- Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongs, Tokio, Japan. 
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Heavy line represents barometer. 

Light continuous line—max. & min. 

— ——— -represente velocity of wind. 

— ead beooddansapauseucseetees percentage of humidity. 

Max. velocity of wind 17.7 miles per hour on Friday at 5 am. 

ey rne bacomoter is rednoed to the freesing point and to the level of 
e sea. 


The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30-218 
inches on Friday at 9.27 p.m. and the lowest was 29-619 inches on 
Thureday at 11 p.m. The maximum temperature during the week 
was 51°.7 on Thureday, and the minimum was 23°.G on Tuesday, 
The maximum and minimum for the corresponding week of 


ßz 


year were 51°.1 and 27° respectively. The week closed with a 
rapidly falling barometer and a rising temperature. No rain fell 
duriug the week. The total amount for the corresponding week of 


last year was 1°531 inches. 


— — — 
— — — — 


— — — — — 


CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning ..............0. sesceceecees — 


Brening. ..... — —— 5.90 P.M. 
E. Cuampxeys Inwineg, M.A, 
. The Parsonage, 101. 








UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 


Suuday Morning ................ccccccceccssesccceeeces ll aM. 
* WOT fossa veacv inc wwaceeesensbasescoeeeeee 8 P.M. 
Rev. Luruze H. Guuicx, M. D. 
Paster, 


(Feb. 12, 1881. 
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ya >? ‘ M, ' OUTWARDS. * 
eee * it cad ‘eb. 5, British steamer Lord of the Isles, Felgate, 1,560. for Kobe, — 
By J. H. Wescortr. (seneral, despatched by Smith, Baker & Co. : 
Sipe ae Feb. 7, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christensen, 1,300, for 
—— Kobe, Mails and General, slespatched by Mt, &. Oo. adie ok 
— — — — Feb. 7. Japanere eteamer Aokonoye Maru, eteen, 1,133, for 
| ti ty Yi Wy Hakadate, Mails and General. despatched by M. B. Co. 
7 UZ. UZ, Yu, Yr Feb. 7, H. I. G. Corvette Vineta, Captain Zirzow, 2,000, 400 H.P., 
Vile sg ER — for Kobe. ‘ 
YY, “yj Yj, Yi WY | Feb. 7, pe vanese barque Avmajishina Marw, Creighton, 660, for 
Yj Yj YW); Z N ut Ballast, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Y/} — ee —, ~ 2 Feb. S German —— Auguste Reimers, Thomsen, 207, Ballast, 
ty é Y Yy LY Yy for Takao, atson. . 
g ; Feb. 8, British ba Athlestan, Bayley, 771, for Kobe, 
Vs —7 — YZ ZZ a ea dead 4.1, re 


j — 2 
Ze 
— 


* — — 

WY Vig Wy 4 
. Yi, t4, 8X 
: O=Y iy Mi 
—— ‘iat: 





Bee @ 
WHITE, 


— — ——— — — 


White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION oF CHESS PROBLEM OF Fs. 5TH, BYC. W. or SUNBURY: 


White. Black. ’ 
1.—Kt. to B. &. 1.—R. takes B. or B. to Kt. 2 
2.—Kt. to K. 6, ch. 2.—K. to K. i. 


3.—Q. to R. 8, mate. 
Or if 1.—P. to K. 5. 


2.—Q. to Kt. i, ch. 2.—P.or K. takes Q. 
3.—Kt. to Kt. 6, or K. 6, mate. 


Correct solution received from Q. 





SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 
a pi 
INWARDS. 
Feb. 5, German barque Carl. Thomsen, 221, put back for provisions. 
Feb. 8, British steamer Belgic, Davisson, 2,627, from ongkong. 
Mails and General, to 0. & O. Co. 
Feb. 8, Japanese steamer Takachiho Maru, Nye, 1,407, from Hako- 
Mails and General. to M. B. Co. 
908, from Kobe, 


date, 
Feb. 9, Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 
—— ae Pe 
9, Japancee steamer Alitsushima Marx, Frahm, 1,146, fro 
A yy eae 
eb. 9, ese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, f Ogri- 
no-hama, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. — 
Feb. 10, French steamer Wenzaleh, Homery, 1,273, from Hongkong, 


Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Feb. 10, Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, Swain, 1,146, from Shang- 
Co. 


hai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. 
384, from Takao, ugar, 


Feb. 10, British barque Pestos, Laidman, 
to Tai Tuk Tong. ‘ 
Feb. 10, Japanese steamer //iogo Maru, Steadman, 896, from Hako- 
vig dees * to M. B. —* 
ue Remonstrant, Stoddart, 1,044, f nd 

General, to Wilkin & Robison. m — 
Feb. 10, German schooner Anna Wichhorst, 381, from Takao, Sugar, 
Feb. 10, Beitish 

e Sritish steamer, Gaelic, Kidley, 2,652, f San Fran- 

cisco, Mails and General, to 0. & 0. Co._ —— wn 


Fe Japanese steamer Swminoye Marv, Frahm, 852 
saki, Mails and Coal, to M. B. Co 


Feb. 13, Japanese steamer Toyoshima M. » Hubbard, 945, f 
Hakodate, Mails and General toM BGs i ic 
PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Belyic, from Hongkong :—For Yokohama : 
Mr. and Mrs. Cave Thomas, Mr. Loeb, Mrs. A. Kingsley, and Chas. 


, from Naga- 


Standford, Jr.; one Ku n in stee - For San :2 
Europeans and 36 Chineus to the 8 F — 

Per Japanese steamer Takachiho Maru, from Hakodate :—Messrs. 
Dann, Winn, and 160 Japanese. 


Per Japanese steamer Akitawshima Maru from Kobe -—60 Ja- 
ese 


panese. 
' Per Japanese steamer Shinagawa Marit from Kobe :—40 Japanese. 
Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, from Shanghai and ports :— 
Revd. R. x. Maclay, Revd. Griffith John, and 9 —— in cabin ; 
2 Europeans and 163 ap Re in the stecrage. 
Per French steamer Afenzaleh from Hongkong :—Mr. and Mrs. 
Ro m, Messrs. J. Pitman, Frandon, and Peyre in the cabin. 
Per British steamer Gaelic from San Francisco :—For Yokoboma : 
Messrs. Frank Geiger, C. C. Coleman, A. Platt, J.C. Nicoll and son, 
C, P. Stabbell, P. S Wooster, A. Carlson, C. H. M ill, and 
James King. For Hongkong: Revd. Remigius Goet For 
Hongkong: 95 Chinese. 


sane Google 


Feb. 9, German barque Carl, Thomsen, 221, for Kobe, Ballast, 
despatched by Edward Fischer & Co. 

Feb. 9, Japanese steamer Hiroshima Alarn, Haswell, 1,780, for 
Shangbai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co, 

Feb. 11, ———— Malacca, Cole, 1,079, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by P. &. O. Co. 

Fel, 10. British barque Buston Vale, Buckingham, 411, for Colum- 
bia, General, despatched by Hudson & Co. ; 

Feb. 11, British steamer Belgic, Davisun, 2,627, for San Francisco, 
Mails and Cieneral, despate ed.by 0. & O. Co. 

Feb. 12, British barque Victoria Cross, Tweedie, 668, Kobe, Ge- 
neral, despatched by Boyes & Co. 

Feb. 12, British steamer Gaelic, Kidley, 2,652, for Hongkong, 
Mails and (ieneral, despatched by O. & O. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per British steamer Mfalacca for Hongkong ;—Mr. and Mrs: 
Forrester, Messrs. Newton, J. D. Hutchison, E. J. Kingdon, T. 
Hicks, J. Lee, W. Lowe and Dr. R. Nelson in cabin ; 7 Chinese in 
the steerage. 

Per British steamer Belgic for San Francisco:—Mr. and Mrs. 
Hewett, W. Langley, Revd. John Griffith, E. W. ing and 
Col. J. W. Crawford in cabin ; 3 European, aud 36 Chinese in the 
steerage. For Hamburg :—Mr. L. Hailer. 

Per Japanese steamer Toyoshima Maru from Hakodate :—Mr. 
Mitzjer, and 5 Japanese. 


CARGOES. 
Per Japanese steamer /firoshima Marx for Shanghai and ports:— 
Treasure 


Per Japanese steamer Shinagawa Mare from Kobe :— 
Treasure 2... one cee cee oss nee cee we $270,000 
Per British steamer Belgic for San Francisco - 


From San Fran. X. York. OtherCities, Total 
Shanghai . — 432 304 736 
WEMOOOD: és coca — 627 890 1,517 
OOO os das vixcdccesccvnes 4,547 1,020 407 5,974 
Hongkong ................000 375 60 — 135 

| 4922 2139 1,601 8,662 
“SILK : 
San Fran, N. York. Other Cities. Total 
8 hai . — 660 — 660 
— —————— 1 210 5 216 
Yokohama.............. ..... — 576 6 582 
J 1 1,446 Il 1,458 
Per British steamer Malacca for Hongkong :— 
Silk for London... ... ... .. -260 bales. 
» France ‘ * — DD og 
TONG cis” ane deh ee ee ee es ls, 
REPORTS. 


_ The Japanese steamer Shinagawa Mara reports :—Left Kobe 7th 
instant at 7.20 p.m. Experienced fresh N.W. winds with fine 
pleasant weather throughout. Anived at 1.30 a.m., 9th instant. 

The British steamer Gaelic reports :—Left San Francisco at 3 p.m. 
on the 22nd January had moderate variable winds to the ——— 
thence strong N. V. winds: last two days from the 8. V. amounting 
to a gale, arrived at Yokohama at 4 a.m. on the 11th instant. 

The Japauese steamer Toyoshima Maru :—Left Hakodate 
on Wednesday, the 9th instant ; fine W. N. W. breezes all the way. 
Arrived Yokohama 12th instant, at 7.45 a.m. 


m — — — — — —— 
NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 12th February, 1881.) 

















Discount on | , 5 | E 
Yen Satz. “Sys. o> 
st) 3x 
1: < =< 38 
te = 5 Ay) ar 
am | E, Rag 5 
3123 | 4: 3 £ 4 
a tee toe. ee 
1831 — 
Friday .......... Pak SS tee ae, ks es 
Saturday ...... — — 
Monday ........ ‘i Dee ae ee gs OE! Cee oe 
Tuesday wee — ” 8 73 "5 73%, 73 %5 — + aa — — 
Wednesda i SO OR we es ee ee 
Thursday 1 Dn ae. ST SS 
Saturday ...... » 24RD Ty TS \-j- 
Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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SHIPE ING INTELLI 
ee 66 Vi 414 GENCE, 
VESS SWLS IN HARBOUR. an 
Nane. a ee em pe) nese S” Liriee orca + 
ANK Uarraix. FE.AG AXEI. Raa. Toxs, | Fron. ——— ——— 
— ee Peal aeae, cpa, — — | ‘ ‘ * 7 CONMEESN EE 8. 
STEAMERS. | 
Menzaleh Homery | French steamer | | gkon | . 
e Maru ⸗ 1,273 j J v 
Volpe —— — ateamer | 1,1 146 aeons ports Lda rd Poh = Co, 
French steainer | 1,502 | Hongkong Janu. 28 uF Moco 
| 
SAILING SHIPS, | | | 
Anse Wickhorst | Brandit German schooner | | | 
384 | Tak 
— Saree | American schooner 52 Nagasaki i ace Re i "E Colly 
Cilarnum Beadle B British barque 390 | Ta Jan. as 26 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
ine Voisin Freoeh rie 1,850 | Hougkong | Nov. '$ | Edwand Fiseber & Co. 
Eller Bank Parker Bice ceraze = | — | Hamburg Jan. 27 | M. Ras 
ong — British shi 1,143 | Middlesborough You. 9 | Haden ¢ Ge: 
Huguenot Nick ermen schooner | 60 | Kurilo Islands ‘Oct. 31 | Captai 
Lottie Hilts | @imetican ship | 1,181 | Cardiff oe 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen | —— echooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. : Hohbnholz & Co 
North Star Jobnson R rman schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24) P. Bohm ; 
Hardy , Russian schooner 2 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhots & Co. 
Otsego I American schooner 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H.Snow 
—— — Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 38| H. Cook 
Peatos Lai Munsian schooner 72 | Romo, via Hakodate Jan. 17 | Walsh. Hall & Co 
Remonstrant Stoddart | British barque 384 | Takao Feb. 10] TaiTuk Tong 
Scottish Fairy T | British berque =| 1,044 | London Feb. 10 | Wilkin & 
: ps British ue 750 | Pat in dismasted Oct. 10] Malcolm & Cu, 
erner Americanschoone 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain , 


: || 
| - 


VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 


———— — —— ——— — —— — — 


—t — —— — — — — — 











Name. Gons.| Tons. | '} Pe ae Descaurion, IWurux reo. Commakpre. 
BRITISH—A]batross... eco eee coo. eee ecco 4 894 | 838 Sloo | Chefoo tain Errington 
RUSSIAN—Africa ... 2. 0. 2. ae ue 14 1,400 — — Nagasaki aor Alescoff 

9 Ermak eco eee eee e eee eco 4 375 — Transpo Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
* Kniaz Pojarsky 12 4,291 — — Nagasaki Captain Tirtoff 
* soa 00s é 16 5,300 6,300 Ironclad Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 


| — 
| VESSELS ON TILE BERTH. | 


— —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 














DæsrinaAriox. Namen. AGENTS. To be Dexratrcnen. 
Australia... ste: Aes .-8ee, Beek nese Hungarian Janine, Matheson & Co. About Feb. 17th 
Hongkong via Koliog: dsc isa a wees Niigata Maru M. 88. Co. Feb. 19th, at 4 p.m. 
—æã — — gies bee City y of Peking P.M. Co. About March lst 
stews and way-ports ... ; To — Alaru Nt i ve — — at 4 ria, 
50 1a AL. Ol. oO. 
or Ke ww York 4 via Japan ‘and China porte .. Gleniffer Jardine, Matheson & Co, Quick despatch 


— — — — — 


| 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





—— — = 





IMPORTS.—Generally moro business. Buyers willing to operate aud sellers ready to meot them. Yarns. 
Good demand for 16/24's at quotations; prices slightly firmer with moderate stocks. Bombay fair business at better rates, 
28/32’s some enquiry at prices given below. Shirtings dull. T. Cloths wanted. Wovllens generally a shade easier, 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continned. 
Nos. 16 to 24, erp Medium ... per pienl $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yls, 22 in. per piece 


00 to 8.75 
” ’ Good to Best. 
Bombay, No. 20 do. 


$7. 

+ 31.75 to 33.50 | Victoria Lawns ... ...12°., 42/3,, ” $0.76 to 0.77 
soe eee — ee Taffachelass:— ... ...12 ., 43 — * 81.70 to 1,90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Mediam .. » $33.75 to 34.75 WOOLLENS - 
” 1 ‘Good to Beat... eee vee ” $35.75 to 37.00 * Orl 40-42 
988 to 42 ee ee) 839-75 to 40.75 ial ‘rik aaa < 
COTTON PIECE GOODs :— Tastings ... ... s+ se 29-30, 31, ...10.00 to 1100 
Grey Shirtings :—7 1b. per piece 283 yds. 89 in. $1.93 to 1.65 { Italian Cloth ... 30 ,, 32,, ... 0.20 to 0.31 
” ” sf 83 lb. 2 Ay 89 in. $1.50 to 2.00 Camlet Cords ... 30 » 22 »» -- 4.50 to 5.50 


” 99 9 ) R ” 45 in. $1.95 to 2.57 oO elines de ines :—Cra 24 ds. 30 in.... 0.16 to 0.17 : 
T. Cloths :~—7 1b. ... -024 yds. 32 in. per piece Stems fo reek — do. * Itajime 24 oe 30 ,, ... 0.23 to 129° 
— raay at tS Ib. 40 ” tia ” arae Biot do. Yuzen 24 ,, 30 1 «-- 0.35 to 0.40 
ndigo ings :— —* — in. ‘i 474 to 1.57 . . : 
Prints :— ca een. eae in, $140 2.60 Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... — Ls in... — ae 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black $2in. ” 80.094 to 0.15 One ee es oe — — sai aes “74 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2 Ib. 24 yds. 30 in. * $1.55 to 1.75 Presi ents... 00... ou. a ee — nee “er 
Do. 2} to 2 lb. 94 * 80 in. i; $1.70 to 1.85 Union ee tee 2 99 eee 4 . 


Do. Sib... 24 4, 30in, $1.85 to 1.95 | Blankets, green,6to8lbs. ... .. perlb. ... 0.37 to 0.40 


SUGAR.—New Sugar has been brought by the Presto and A. Wichhurst, and small sales have been made 
at quotation. Old Sugar is lower again. Stock 53,000 picule. 


SAIGON RICE.—Still no sales. Stock 24,000 piculs. 


KEROSINE.—During the week 5,000 cases have found buyers. The market is by no-means strong. Stock 
480,000 cases. 


Sagar :—Takao in bag New... + perpicul $4.55 Japan Rice ww . . ... per pical $2.80 to 3.35. 
99 99 99 : Old eee ~. 906 ove 99 $4.32 cps Wheat eee eve ees eee eee 99 $2.10 
Taiwanfoo in bag... ... * $4.30 Saigon Rice (cargo) Sd, “Gad oath: Sees ” $1.80 
ogy Ching-pak and Ke-pak =.” $7.75 to $9.00 | Kerosene Oil... 3 3533 case $1.90 
China No, 4.5, ongfun & Kook-fah... 4 $6.50 to $8.75 


eee 


EXPORTS, 


| SILK.—There has been an active business in Silk during the past week, and about 1,000 shipping bales have 
changed hands. The demaud has been chiefly for’ filatures for the American market, and for Hauks of the beiter 
classes, and the latter are getting very scarce. Kakedas also have been rather more in request. 


Shipments to date 15,750 bales. Stock 3,500 shipping bales. Prices remain unchanged, but are very firm 
for filatures, 


Exchange 3/83 Exchange 4.76 
Hanks.—No.1&2.......000...... $560 to $565 = 18) to1sm = fez, 49/20 to fes. 49.50 
x Bie hivbesh saecteee cea $550 = 17/8 = , » 48.90 
. ee, eee $530 — 72 = , » 47.00 
* 29 3 & infre. 0 erccccccce $500 — 16/2 = » 2 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra ......... $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/3 = © 57.90 to ,, 58.70 
i rE $590 to $610 = 19/4 tol9ll = , » 56.10 
is a eee $590 = 19/4 = , 53.50 to ,, 55.30 
* i ae neeny $540 to $550 = 17/9 to 18/1 = ” 49.10 to » 50.00 
Kakedas—Beat ................. $600 to $620 = 19'8 to20%4 = » 55.40 to , 55.60 
e Medium & Good ...... $570 = 18/8 = ,, + 51.80 
Re-Reels Modium to Best... $580 to $600 = 19/ to198 = ” 52.90to »» 54.00. 


TEA.—The business reported in our last has continued, settlements amounting to about 1,850 piculs. The 
stock of the high prades is almost entirely exhausted and prices for these are more or less nomiual. 


Arrivals have been very meagre and stocks are reduced to 3,200 piculs. . 


Common beg Fi F Sus * F — $22 to $24 
Good Common 3 ee } $10 to $13 | Finest Boxe. ge les ee wee $2 to $28 
Medium ... — ae ina se ae $16 to $17 Choice — — — ute eee $30 to $32 
Good Medium... 0) $18 to $19 Choicest 2. Tg upward. 





EXCHANGE AND BULLION, 


EXCHANGE.—The business for hoth the last American aud P. & O. mails has been of a limited character 


end principally confined to sales of Private Paper ; the demand for Bunk Bills has again been but small, aud rates have: 
remained much about the same. 








STERLING—Bank 4 months’ Bight wo... ce. 3/83 On SHANGHAI—Bank CL eer eee nen 723 
» Bank Bills oa demand... cee 3/73 “ Private 10 days’ sight.................. 733 
9 Private 4 months’ sight rete ............. 3/81 On New Yorx—Bank Bills on demand... 884 
* ‘“ re 9 teeseteescereeestees, BOY F Private 30 days’ sight ............... &94 
On Paris—Bank BR oe . coclescs . eeecs 4.62 On San Francisco— Bank Bills on demand ......... §8:! 
os Private 6 months’ CT ..................... 4.74 - Private 30 days’ sight ......... soy 
Ox Honoxonc—Bank sight rtittetesteestteeeteeeeeee MX perm, INSANE, Sisesnyneden —— ............ 66) dis. 
* Private lO days’ sight .............. + X% disct. Go_p YEN Mee een ae sen see eeewee ete scasaccasscces os .......... SSO NOM 
SHIPPING, 


SHIPPING.—The Remonstrant is the only discogaged vessel in port. The s,s, Gleniffer will take the New 
York berth next week. 


Google 





Feb, 12, 1881.] THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 169 


MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 


— — — — — — — 



















NOTICE TO MARINBRS. NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No.1 ofthe 4th Year of Moi, st) | SHIMONOSBKI STRAITS BUOYS, 
KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. Notce IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 


BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 
ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. which were advertized as having broken* adrift from their 


moorings, have becn replaced 











J'‘HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives BY ORDER. 
notice that, on the night of the let day of the 8rd 

Mouth of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Sunrise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th. Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Eutrauce to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the proviuce of 
Hizen, 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated ia latitude 32 degrees 42 miuntes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 miuntes 87 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantera. 

The Light will have au aro of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 30’ W. and S. 55° 30’ E. 


Lighthouse Establishment, 
Benten, 
Yokohama, 17th January, 1881. 


— — — — — — — — wee — —— 





Ce for a PILOT'S LICENSE, for the 
Gulf of Tokio, should make application to the under- 
sigued, throngh the Local Government of their district. 
The examination of the applicant selected will take place 
at this office on Wednesday the 8rd day of February next, 
at 10 am. 
One License only will be granted. 


Bearings true. H. MAYESIMA, 
The total elevation of the Liglit above the sea will be 40 Chief Su perintndent 


Marine Office, 
Tokio, January 17th, 1881. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


— — 


Wo. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 


WRECK NEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS. 


— OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 
OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Buoy Bark CHINAMAWN lies eunk iu 5 fathoms of 
Moored on the Shallow called HIKU-FLAT, at | water 7 miles to the S. 37° W. of the Amherst Rocks. 
the Westward entrance of SIMONOSEKI STRAITS | ‘The iron masts are at present visible. 
has broken adrift from its moorings. | By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 


The buoy will be replaced in its position on an early : 
date, of which due notice will be given. DAVID M. HENDERSON, 


feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 





YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works. 


Tokei, February 3rd; 1881. 





HIKU-FLAT BUOY. 


WESTWARD ENTRANCE OF SIMONOSEKI STRAITS. 


BY ORDER. Engineer-in- Chief. 
Lighthouse Establishment, Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Benten, ’ Engineer’s Office, 
Yokoh aa, 25th January, 1881. Shanghai, 24th January, 1881. 
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IMPORTANT 


FOR 


EVERYBODY! 


—18 Rodanow Mauuſneturing Company (Limited— 
Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
hereafter, even one single Watch to any part of und word 
at wholesale prices, ir e, 35 per cent cheaper thaa any 
watchmaker, as none of them is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of every one intending to purchase a 
first-class reliable Watch to our following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. — 
£ 8. 





SILVER WATCH. 
Crystal glass, seconds hand.................. 0 10 
Huutiug case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 
double COVE cecccccccccccccccecccccce eeeeee l 00 
GOLD WATCH. 
Jewelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hunter, enamel or gold dial, lever 
escapement SOCCHCS SSS SSSSSSESSSSSSSSSESSESECEEeS l 16 
Hunting case, superior nickel movement, 
best quality with all the latest improve- 
ments, two gold COVETS .....cecceesseeee 2 O08 





Keyless Watches 
(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modern improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so many pereous have 
ruined their Watches. The Watch is wound by turning a 
kuurled knob, placed on the handle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary means; the hands are set in the same way. 
The advantages of these improvements are obvious, the 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
tight and dust-tight, thus preserving much longer the fluidi- 
ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the intervals between 
the necessary cleaning of the Watch. ; 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewelled, crystal £ x. 


GIANG coccccccscsvcccess 0 17 
Double cover, enamel or ornamented 

666 
Superior skeleton movement, extra jew- 

elled, stout double cover ...........-ceeee : is 
GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 

Open face, lever escapement, ten jewels... 2 O35 
Half hunter, best movement, all latest 

improvements, fifteen jewels... ......... 3 00 
Two stout gold covers, chronometa. nove- 
meut with ceutre seconds hands, a 

splendid Watch for preseutation ...... 3 15 


viaitized ty GOOgle 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 

Three gold covers, movement of finest. 

workmanship, centre seconds hands, re- 
peating hours and quarters.....+.+++++e0. 8 
Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 
weeks, and month on dial, repeating 
hours, quarters, and eighths, three hea- 
vy gold covers, warranted for five yenrs, 
and without doubt the best and hand- 
somest Watch in exiatenco. . .... ......... 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches cau be had in sinaller size to 
suit for Indies’ wear at the same price. Monograms, 
initials, armes, etc., engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. - 

2.—All our Watches ure thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, and will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of the world, together 
with spare mainsprings, glasses, nud keys, these being a 
great convenience, as in man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of impwssibility to replace one of those 
articles. , 

3.—Every watcli is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity aud superiority of its workmau- 
ship for three years, during which time no charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases tre eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of the best sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed ou orders for 
six aud more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 
climate. 

7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with- 
out difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abrvad filled unless accompanied by 
a remittance to cover the amount, or a reference ou a Buston 
house, 

Persons residiug iu any part of the world need not 
hesitate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if uot approved, will be exchanged free and 
safe by post, or money refunded. The best means of seud- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any banker and everywhere,—or 
enclose the amount iu bank-notes, gold coins, or postage 
Stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 
smallest as well as the most important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will be forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


Rodanow Manufacturing 
Company, . 


5 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


— — + 


10 


15 00 





NOTICE. 
vn oaae COMMBRCIAL DINING RoOwS, {X2: $* 


Water Street 
N and after this date, the following prices will be 
charged :— 
per month $25.00 
35.00 











Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, and very comfort guarantecd. 


Wa. CURTIS. 
Yokohama, November 9th, 1880, 
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SEVENTH DRAWING. 
CHINESE 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


JOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in conformity 
with the stipulation contained in the Bonds of this 
Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be 
paid off at par, on the 28th of February next, when the In- 
terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 
of the HonekONG AND SHANGHAI BANKING CorRPoRATION, 
81, Lombard Street, London, E.C., in the presence of 
Grorce Henry Burnett, Esq., Accountant of the said 
Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 












THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Presons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions will die- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicine there ie ** Health 
forall.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintained by the use of theee Pills. 


Srm SAMUEL BAKER, 

in hie work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” says, “I 
“ordered the dragomnan Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I waee 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had wany applicants, 
“to whom I served out « quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ‘lhese are 
“most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmistahsble purgative 
“ properties they create an un‘:eniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their raluc.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
For tHE Honakone anp SHANGHAI HOLLOW AY’S OINTMENT. 


Baykinc CorRPoration, Xs a cortain remedy —* Bet toes, ~~ and ulcerations of * 
. It acts mi i i rations, curing ski 
(Signed) GEO. H. See deceses, sad in ——— —— ———— 
ooo 


Mr. J.T. COOPER, 





Countersigned, 


Jin his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published in 
W. W. VENN, Jun, ‘| 1871, saye—‘‘I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s — 1 
Notary Publie, | “ gave some to the people, and nothing oould — their gratitude; 


“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed 

“in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 
“fowl and any quantity of peae, and the demand became so great 
| “that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1873. tf. 


2, Pope’s Head Alley, Cornhill, E.C. 
London, 18th December, 1880, 





The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained on ap- 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honaronc anp SHANGHAI 
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JOHN OAKEYs SONS' —— — 
* — SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NO. 70, Yokohama, 


| (Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1580. _ , 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, SBLEA MOTHS, BEETLES, 


aud all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


Iu exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one need bo troubled by those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in application. 

Ask for aud be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. 

SOL BY ALL Cuemists 1n Borrurs, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearauce and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 

Maz. Kgarina, 


Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immeuse sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say is enormous, and iv every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yatds long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fally, 
M. A. WALKER. 

Soup tn BorTTLESs, BY ALL Cuemists AND DruGcists. 
Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 

REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy have heen sold, I 
hereby reqiest anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. | 

April, 1880. 


KE. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


r IRON, 








SHEET 


BRANDED | 
“* BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND “SEVERN.” 


TIN PLATES, 


pranpep © & WB” ‘witpen,” “UNICORN,” 
“ARLEY a,” “STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button [ron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Coli Rolled, 
Jand Close Annealed. 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, F.C. 
April, 1880. See Re stents oa 
TRE “HIOGO NEWS.” 
AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 
(Sundays excepted). 


— — 





PUBLISHED 


UBSOBIPTION $24 per Annan, paynhle half-yearly 
in advance. 


Terms for Adyertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL" OFFICE. 
Yokohama, Fobraary 12, 1874. 
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[JONGKON GAND SHANGHAL BANKING CORPORA 


— — 


PAID-VP CAPITAL .. $5,000,000. 
RESERVE Funp... ..- $1,600,000. 
Head Office: HONGKONG. 





COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—The Hon. W. Keswick, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—A.xEx. McIver, Esq. 





E. R. Belilios, Esq., H. L. Dalrymple, Esq., H. Hoppius, Eso, 
Wilhelm Reiners, Eeq., F. D. Sassoon, Eeq., W.S. Young, baa ; 
H. de Courcy Forbes, Esq., 
Chief Manager—Tuos Jackson, Esq. 





LONDON COMMITTEE. 
A. H. Phillpots, Esq., Director of London and County Bank, 
E. F. Duncanson, Eaq., of Messrs. T. A. Gibb & Co. 
Albert Deacon, Esq., of Messrs. K. & A. Deacon. 
Manager—Davip McLzayn, Esq. 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI. 
Manager—Ewsx CaMERON, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, 
Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 


YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances. 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o , 


99 99 50 
99 es 99 
Loca. Bitits Discounren. 

Credits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
of Banking and — business transacted. 

Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 
issued for the use of Travellers. 

JOHN WALTER, Manager. 


Yokohama, 25th August, 1880. 


Ohe “dapan. Hail,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


ESTABLISHED, 1865. 


TERMS OF BUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprrion. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


FORTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers tia 
San Francisco. Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 


months, $4. 


Tue Japan Datty Mart is published every morning (Sundays ex- 

cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Passenger lists, Cargoes, Vessels on the Berth and 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Also the latest Telegrams, Japancee 
news, Reporte of Trials in the Courta of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies, and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly — circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional advertisin — and secures to 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 


AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 








LONDON 56 isi isissicces eevee G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
* Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 
NEw YORK...........00.0. A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCI8CO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGKONG...........00000 Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAL......c0cceccecees China and Japan Trading Co. 
H10Go & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
NAGARBAKI......c0seeccerees China & Japan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertiee mcnts 


for these papers. 


— 
= 
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Printed and published for the Proprietor, ly the Sana 
A. HerBert BUackwe tr, af fae ** Japan Mail” Ojter. 
Bund, Yokohama. 
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ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICAN MAIL, 


TELEGRAMS. 


New York, January 21.—A London despatch from Bue- 
nos Ayres, dated January 20th, snys: The Chileans attack- 
ed and completely defeated the Pernvian Army at Mira- 
flores. General Picrola, President of Perv and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Arwy, fled, Tho Chileans occupied Lima, 
the Capitol, without resistance on the 17th inst. General 
Pierdas, brother of the Peruvian Miuistor of War, was 
taken prisouer, 

The Peruvian loss in the battle at Charallas is said to 
have been 7000 killed and 2000 prisoners. Twenty-five 
thousand Peruvians were engaged iu the battle at Mira- 
flores. The Chilean loss in both battles was heavy. 

The diplomatic body at Limn have urged the conclusion 
of an arwistice and asked that the person of Senor Pierola 
be respected. 

Londou, January 21st.—The Chileans occupy Lima. 

Loudoun, January 21st.—Later reports are more favorable 
for a peaceful solution of the Greek question. 


Paris, January 21st.—Gambetta was redlected President 
of the Chamber of Depaties yesterday, receiving 262 votes, 
three more than in 1880, when his friends sought to ex- 
plain the falling off by alleging that the election was 
hurried. The extreme Left evidently did not vote for Lim, 
as 45 votes were thrown awny on other persons, 

St. Petersburg January 21st.—Muarquis Teng, the Chi- 
uese Ambassador, has yiven notice to the Rursian Govern- 
ment that Chiua will adhere to the stipulatious drawn up 
at St. Petersburg, which cousequeutly will be embodied in 
the treaty. 

The Agence Russe denies the statement telegraphed from 
Constantinople recently, that Greece had requested Russia 
to take the Greek suljects in Turkey under her protection 
should the necessity arise. 

St. Petersburg, January 2let.—Two men and two 
woweu have been arrested here on suspicion of belonging 
toa secret society. ‘The police discovered at their huuse a 
programme of the extreme terrorist faction of Nihilists, 
which recommends murder and incendiarism. A quantity 
of revolvers, daggers, axes and machinery for the manu- 
facture of forged passports, a portion of a secret printing- 
press, and a large number of revolutionary proclamations 
were also found. 

Paris, January 21st.—A Mndrid correspondent tele- 
graphs that in the debate in Congress, which closed last 
night, Sagesta, leader of Dynastic Liberals, made a re- 
markable speech, iu calm and lofty language, which caused 
great excitement in the House nnd lobbies. He declared 
the present Cabinet and its policy responsible for whatever 
mischief might eventually come, and for the probuble es- 
traugement from restoration of the Liberals who had 
endeavored to play the part of Whigs to the existing 
institutions, Sayosta concluded with a bold assertion that 
should the event occur, be, would be found true to the cause 
of liberty. 

Corravis Costillo made a vigorous speech in reply, which 
was inuch cheered by the Ministerial adherents. 

Marshal Campos is to muke a ‘ktatement similar to 
Sugosta’s during the debate on the address, in the Senate 
hext week, 

Dublin, January 21st.—A Land Lengue meeting at Rock 
Carry, Count y Monnghan, Ulster, and counter-meeting of 

rangemen on the 18th inst, were prohibited on the 
Ground that the incelings might lead to a breach of the 
peace, 

Cork, January 21st.—Neil, Secretary of the Cark Land 

sue, recently summoned ona charge of intimidation, by 
Writing threatening letters, has been discharged for want of 
Cvidence to sustain the charge. 

Orty-nine members of the Land League will be sum- 
moved at Listow on a charge of seditious conspiracy. 

London, Jauuary 21st.—Josepli Cowen, Radical Member 
Of Parliament for Neweastle on-Tyne, and Parnell, will 
Address n public meeting in London on the 4th of February, 
10 protest. arninst coercion. 

In consequence of the prolonged debate in the House of 

muons, on the uddrvss in reply to the Queen's speech, 
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Ryands, Liberal, abandoned his motion iu regard to the 
Transvaal. . 

New York, January21st.—The storm of hail and rain which 
broke over this city this moruing originated in the north- 
wext and has moved enstward across the country. The 
officer in charge of the Signal Service Station said this 
morning that the storm will probably pass over this city 
some time this afternoon, and be followed by clearing, cooler 
weather. Up to noon to-day, the total amount of water 
which had (atlen waxa trifle over au inch. Ive formed so 
heavily upon the wires connected with the wind-gauge, 
that they broke under the weight. Up to 7 o'clock this 
moining the greatest velocity of the wind was about 30 
miles per hour, bat continued to inerease iu force, and at 
noon was blowing over 410 miles. The flag-pole swayed 
to and fro’ aud while the reporter was in the offices of the 
Weather Bureau, the ice which had formed upon the flag- 
staff fell upon the roof with a startling crash. 

The storm has caused an entire suspension of telegraphic 
communication throughout the country. The wires of the 
Gold and Stock Telegraph company were interrupted every- 
where. Alony Cunal street a great many poles have been 
prostrated by the weight of ice forming upon the wires, and 
at about ten o'clock this morning an officer of Eighteenth 
precinct reported that a number of poles along South street 
had been blown down. Up touitie o'clock this morning the 
wires were in working coudition in all parts of the city, 
but at that hour the accumulation of ice upou them became 
80 heavy that they began to break, aud from that time up 
to 2 p. m. continuons reports of brokeu wires and interrupt- 
ed circnits were received. 

Soon after uine this morning one of the derricks upon 
the new Stock Exchange was blown over, and fell into 
Broad street, carrying away in the fall about twenty-fivo 
wires of the S Exchange system. Great loss to the 
telegraph companies will be caused by the interruption of 
business. The American Union and Atlantic and Pacific 
have entirely suspended business. The streets are in a 
deplorable condition, aud many of the crossings are knee- 
deep with rain and slush. The ice las stopped the hands 
of the church clocks. A high tide accompanied the storm 
and filled the cellars. The vessels lying in the North and 
Enst Rivers have been severely damaged by the storm. A 
sudden squall threw the ship Sachem on her side, whea she 
took fire and was partially destroyed. She is valued at 
$50,000. ° 

The telegraph wires in Jersey City and Newark are 
prostrated. The wires of the Western Union, Continental 
and American Union Telegraph Companies, and the wires 
of the telephone compauy, were blown down and carried 
slong the streets. Many telegraph poles were also blown 


down. 


Untold damage has been done in Brooklyn. Up to noon 
twenty-one telegraph poles had fallen. ‘Trees are falling 
all over the city, and it is absolutely dangerous to be out 
of duors. Telegraph wires are lving helter-skelter all over 
tho streets, and the thoroughfares are generally in a 
dilapidated conditinn, Early in the day oue of the 
stanchions supporting the City Hall tower gave way, and a 
little later the west window fell with a crash to the side- 
walk. ‘The damage is said to be in the neighborhood of 
$75,000. 

Dablin, Janaary, 20th.—In the Court of Queen’s Bench 
to-day, P. Dillon of counsel for the traversers, on opening in 
behalf of Gordon and Boyton, asked the jury to acquit them, 
nnd thus rejoice the greater Ireland over the seas. <A. M. 
Sallivan, M. P., also of counsel for the defence, followed in 
behalf of P. Egan. He drew a picture of the harsh laws 
passed since the Union, and of the sufferings of famine. Some 
in the audience wept. He called upon the jury to acquit the 
traversers and therelby condemn the so-called Liberal Minis- 
ters who have been hounded on by the London press. The 
Court-room was crowded. 

Sullivan appealed to the jury not to ineur the obloquy 
that Gladstone asked them to at a time wheu he was 
puring measures of land reform to obtain for himself fresh 
glory and power. At the close of the speech the audience 
cheered loudly, and a lady threw a bonquet to Sullivan. 

Heroy, replying for the Crown, said the jury had to 
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ved from the Porte dated the 17th instant. He could not 
slate yet what stops the Powers intended to take. 

London, January 20th,—The Bolton cotton masters, who 
own nearly three-fourths of the spindles in that pluce, will 
close their mills if the demand for advance of wages is not 
withdrawn before the end of next week. The dispute 
nffects 15,000 operatives. Blackburn and Bulton masters 
also refuse an advance of wages. 


Berlin, January 20th.—The Government has resolved to 
meet by simple negative Windhorst’s resolution in the 
Lower House of the Prussian Diet, that administration of 
the Sxcrament and celebration of mass are subject to 
several clauses of the lnws of 1793, 1874 and 1875. 

Dublin, January 20th.—It is stated that Rev. Mr. Con- 
don, of Lishurn, bas received several cases of rifles and am- 
munition for distribution among Orangemen, who drill 
vightly in Orange halls. 

St. Petersburg, January 20th.—It is reported that very 
disturbing news has Leen received from official sources to 
the effect that great military preparations are being made 
in the Chinese Mantschuria, iu the direction of the Siberian 
frontier. 

London, January 20th.—One of the mines at Red Rath, 
Cornwall, was suddenly flooded to-day, and eight persons 
drowned. 

Constaninople, January 20th —A Kardish chief, Sheikh 
Sadyk, «ffers to furnish the Porte with 5000 cavalry, iu 
the event a war with Grece. 


Paris, January 20th.—The Chambers reassembled to-day. 
In the Senate, Leon Say was reélected President, and 
Count Rampon Leroyer aud Cameron, Republicans, and 
Baron de Lancy, Legitimist, were elected Vice Presidents. 
In the Chamber of Deputies, Gambetta waa reelected 
President, receiving 282 out of 876 votes. Brusson, of 
the Republican Union, Phillipoteaur, of the Left Centre, 
and Renard, of the Republican Left, were elected Vice- 
Presidents. 

London, January 20th.—Laavazoghi, Pericles & Co., 
Manchester, have tailed. Liabilities, £80,000. 

London, January 20th.—The bark Barone Uranyczany, 
Captain Cobusick, from Lech, January 15th, for New York, 
has been totally wrecked off Kissingland, Suffolk. One 
man of all on board was saved. 


London, January 19th.—Numerous wrecks, attended with 
loss of life, are reported around the coast. In several in- 
surances on the East Coast, the storm was so violent that 
it was impossible to render help to the crews. The severe 
weather continues, but the gale and snow-storm have abated. 

In London street traffic is paralysed, the snow-drifts in 
some cases being five feet high. | 

Later—It has again commenced snowing. The reports 
from all parts of the country indicate that the storm is the 
severest within the memory of living persons. Railway 
traffic and telegraphic communication are almost suspended 
throughoat the Kingdom, and the interruption has extended 
to the Continent. 

Seven vessels are ashore at Yarmouth, and it is feared 
that fifty persons have been drowned there. 

Truth says the marriage of thé Baroness Burdett Coutts 
with Ashmead Bartlett will take place one day next week, at 
her own residence, by special license. 


New York, January 20th.—The World's cable has the 
following details of the weather in London and England: 
Strect traffic is entirely suspended, not a cab or omuibus to 
be seen and but for underground railroads there would be no 
getting about, Hundreas of poor families are made homeless, 
the floor rising to the height of ten feet at many places. 
Even the houses of Parliament were flooded; at one time it 
was thought that it would be necessary to adjourn the session 
on account of the Inck of a quorum, many members being 
unable to reach the building. Biggar solved the problem of 
a quorum by enguging several eabmen at fabulous prices to 
venture forth and gather up the members of the Irish party. 

Berlin, January 20th.— The Rector of the University 
took ndvantaye of n meeting of the students in honour of 
Geran unity to advocate abandonment of the anti-Jewish 
agitation. Such an uprour followed that neither Dr. 
Mommden nor the Rector could make themselves heard. A 
wumber of challenges to duels have p«ssed between the ad- 
voentes nud Opponents of the ugitation. 


Coustuntiucple, Juuuary 20¢h,—A meetiug of the Alban- 
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decide that socinlism should not obtain a footing in Western 
Europe, and asserted that the traversers had porpetrated 
sedition and murder. 

The Court adjourned. . 

London, January 20th.—It is stated that a section of 
Liberals will not vote on Coercion bills unless the Govern- 
ment discloses the nature of the Land bill. Paruell will 
not go to Dublin to he present at the conclusion of the Irish 

tate trials. Rowland P. Blennerlassett, member for Henry, 
has completely severed his connection with the Home Bulers. 

When the debate on the address was resumed to-night, 
Rogers pointed out the irregularity of Dawson’s amendment 

praying for the assimilation of English and Irish borough 
franchises. ‘Che Sp+aker coincided with this opinion, and 
the amendment was then withdrawn, but was bronght up 
by Sexton in another form. 

After debate, Sextou’s amendment was rejected by a vote 
of 86 to 274. 

Mr. O'Kelly, however, moved a further amendment, ask- 
ing the Queen to guarantee to the Irish people their consti- 
tutional rights. 

Debate followed, at the cloee of which O’Kelly’s amend- 
ment was rejected by a vote of 84 to 178, and the address 
was adopted. 

The News says it is understood that the Government is 
fully prepared with proposals for submission to the House 
in regard to “obstruction.” The proposal tends very clear- 
ly to establish the principle of French cléture. 

London, January 20th.—The great snowstorm, which al- 
most placed the United Kingdom under complete embarge, 
is geueral throughuut Europe, aud communication between 
London, Paris, Brussels and Amsterdam is entirely stopped. 
The gale bas somewhat aliated, Lut its furce is is still great. 
The overflow of the Thames is doing immense damage. 
Traffic in London is almost entirely suspended. There are 
distressing reports of wrecks along the coast, where the sea 
is so high as almost to preclude assistance being rendered 
by coast guards. There is no record of so severe a storm. 

A French vessel was sunk off Great Yarworth, with a 
loss of twenty lives. A brig was stranded at Gorleston, 
and eight persuns lost. A bark had also been wrecked on 
the Saffolk coast, with a loss of ten lives. 

New York, January 22th.—The Herald has the follow- 
ing details: The Holyhead mail arrived twelve hours Inte 
in London. Twelve iuchee of snow stopped all traffic. 
At 10 o'clock in the morning trains censed running ; at 11 
omnibuses; at noon, cabs and hansums—being the ouly vehi- 
cles left. Since then business is practically suspended. 
Londoners do not remember such a total stoppaze of busy 
life. Travellers, arriving, had to stay at the nearest hotels. 
The theatres are deserted. At Her Majesty’s scarcely one 
hundred persons were present, only four persons occupying 
the stalls. Booth, at the Princess, made his first appear. 
ance as “Iago” before a scanty audience. Between 10 
and 11 to-night the only vehicle seen iu Fleet street was 

a solitary hausom with au extra horse attached to draw a 
elngle occupant. <A curious silence prevails. The recent 
frost having frozen the water pipes, the unusual sight is 
econ in the streets of water being offered fur sale to supply 
Loudouers with breakfast and tea, 

Loudon, Junuary 20th.—With the partial restoration of 
telegraph wires, prostrated by the storm in England, in- 

stauces of persons being overwhelmed by snow and frozen 
to death are reported from various districts. Railway train« 
had to be abandoned in snowdrifts where only the funnel 
of the engine is visible. ‘The damage to Dover Pier hy 

- the fury of the sea is £10,000. Solid masses of concrete 
Were scooped out by the waves, and stones weighing more 
than a ton were washed away, ‘Che pier at South End, on 
the ‘Thames, opposite Mouth Medway, was carried away by 
ice, and a bont which was aiding in the vexcue of persons 
on the pier was swamped, and cight persons drowned. 

London, January 20th.—ILu the House of Commons, this 
evening, Sir Willted Lawson, replying to an inquiry if, sta- 
ted Governmeut formalities precladed him from moving his 
ninendment relative to the Basuto War, stated that unless 
balisfactory assuratces were given to the Steps to stop 
bloodshed he would move it ou the report of the address, 

Sir Charles Dilke, Under Forei.n Secretary. replyine to 
a question from Bourke, stuted that the Powera were stil! 
inactive in regard tothe Greeks. ‘The preposed arbitration, 


he said, had been ubandoued. A despatch had been recei- 
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iau League of Debra has adopted a scheme for the auto- 
nomy of Albania. 

Pavix, January 20th.—It is somi-officially stated that 
800,000 francs’ worth of redeemablo 3-per-cent rentes to 
complete military material and public works will not be 
issued until July next, and it may not be indispensable to 
issue them even then. 

Madrid, January 20th.—In the Cortes to-day, an ad- 
dress in reply to a specch from the throne was adopted by a 
vote of 202 to 65. ‘This is regarded ns a great triumph 
for the Ministry. 

Vienna, January 20th.—Tho Porto has formally declined 
arbitration of the Greek question. Frunce has not al- 
together abandoned the scheme of arbitration, but has 
allowed it to rest. 

Berlin, January 20th.—The proposed meeting of work- 
meu to protest against tho anti-Jewish ayitation has been 

rohivited by the police in virtue of provisions of the Auti- 
Socialist law. The prohibition caused considerable sensa- 
tion in view of the fact that the Government had not inter- 
fered with any of the anti-Semetic meetinzs. Bismark has 
again introduced the Federal Council bill, to establish bi- 
enuial Budgets and quadrewnial Parliaments. ‘This bill 
remained in abeyance last year, owing to the press of other 
business. 

London, January 20th.—By the explosion of a boiler at 
ital York county, eleven were killed and sixteen 
injared. 

The Hague, January 19th.—Tho Directors of the Nether- 
lands Red Cross Society announced that the statates of the 
Society do not authorize them to assist the sick and wounded 
in the Transvaal, the fighting there not being a war, in the 
sense to which the regulations of the Society are applicable. 


New York, January 20th.—The Herald has the following 
details ; The Holyhead mail arrived 12 hours late in London, 
Twelve inches of snow stopped ‘all traffic. At 10 in the 
morning trains ceased running ; at 11, omnibuses ; at noon— 
cabs and hansoms—being the only vehicles left since then. 
Business is practically suspended. Londoners do not re- 
member sucli a total stoppage of busy life. 

Constantinople, January 19th.—The Porte has received 
advices from Paris snying that France will acoapt the pro- 
posals for a fresh Conference on the Greek frontier question, 
provided the other Powers will also accept. 

Athens, January 19th.—Great satisfaction is felt at the 
rejection by the Porte of the arbitration, which, it is consi- 
dered, has fiually disposed of the project. ‘The fortification 
of the ports of Pireus aud Choleis with torpedoes, is dis- 
cussed. 

Durban, January 19th.—In a fight between Major Carring- 
ton and Basutos on the 14th instant, 950 Burgers, mostly 
Dutchmen, deserted, it is believed, owing to sympathy with 
the Boers. The Pondo chief, Umblohulo, uncle of Chief 
Leteea, was killed during the engagement between Pondoruse 
aud Colonial troops. Five hundred volanteers for Basuto- 
Jand left Cape Town. ; 

Durban, January 19th.—The leaders of the new Republic 
have wired to London for the appointment of a royal com- 
mission to inquire into to claims of the Boers, 
_ St. Petersbarg, January 19th.—General Skobeloff tele- 
graphs under date of the 15th: On the nights of the 11th 
and 12th an immense force of ‘l'urcomans made a sortie upon 
the front and flanks iu the siege works. Auother body 
simultaneously attacked the camp in both flanks and rear. 
A hand to hand fight ensued, which lasted until after mid- 
night. The Turcomans were ultimately repulsed from camp 
and from front and right flank of the siege works, but on 
the left flank they captured a redoubt from a com- 
pany of Trans-Caspian troops, who lost their commander 
and 39 men killed and 4 wounded. The ‘Turcomans 
here captured two mountain guns, all gunners being killing 
at their posts. The Russian reserve recaptared the redoubt 
of one of the guns, but the Turcomans dragged away the 
other gan, which however, had previously been rendered 
uscless. 
short distance of the fortress. ‘I'he total Russian Joss was 1 
Officer and 52 men killed ; 5 officers and 96 men wounded. 
The siege works were completed during the night. ‘The 
Russian mortars threw shells into the interior of the place 
next day, and the Russian camp advanced to the first parallel. 
The siege is still proceeding. 

Loudon, January 18th.—A snow storm extends nearly 
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The enemy retreated, with great loss, to within a] 


all over the Kingdom. ‘The weather is the severest ex- 
perienced in twenty years. A heavy gale prevails on the 
Cornish coast. A French vessel lins been wrecked nt she 
Scilly Islands, and there are no tidings of her crew. ‘Two 
vessels are ashore at St. Ives. The ¢old and stormy 
weather on the Continent is obstructing navigation, and 
also milways and telograph lines. 

Paris, Jannary 18th.—It snowed heavily on Sunday. ‘Ther- 
mometer 12 degrees below centigrade. The skating is good. 
The country reports floods. There are accourts of snow and 
rain at Nice and Rouen. 

Madrid, January 18th.—There has been terrible damage by 
strong gales ‘Telegraphic aud railroad communication are 
interrupted. Steamers have been delayed. The Castelo 
mines are flooded. Several wrecks are reported. 

St. Petersburg, January 18th.—Russia dissents from the 
declaration of France that the Powers are not bound to main- 
tain the decision of the Berlin Conference on the Greek fron- 
tier question. 

Rome, January 18th.—The pope sent a request to Arch- 
bishop McCabe of Dublin, to inmediately publish through- 
out Ireland the receut Papal letter coucerniug agitation 
there. The Pope expresses regret, that couirary to his 
iustractions, the publication of the letter has beou delayed. 

London, January 18th.—The Government is said to be 
fully aware of the dangerous conspiracies amor the Irish- 
men in the several large towns of England. 

The origin of the fire which destroyed the Ediabtirg 
County Military Barracks was purely accidental. 

Forty members who voted in the miuotity on Saylor’s 
motion, iu the House last wight, for adjourttient of the 
debate, were all Home Rulers. 

A special meeting of the Home Rale Parliamentary 
Committee is to be held, to consider Shaw’s secession fron 
the party. 

The first meeting in connection with tlie in>vemont ta 
England against coercion, for the organization of Whicl thé 
Comunittee of Home Ralers has been formed; will probabl 
be held iu Birmingham, Satarday next. Parnell will atsten 

Berlin, January 14th.—It ia stated that Bismarck sént a 
special messenger to Constantinaple to advise the Porte to 
assume the defensive, 20 that, in case of war, Greéce may 
be cousidered responsible. 


London, January 17th.—The Hanlan and Layeotk race 
is postponed because of drift ice in the Thames. It will be 
postponed from day to day autil tho iceand tide give ptoper 
water. Betting is three lotro on Hanlaa. Unless the 
water permits of the race taking plaice on or before Wednes- 
day, the tides will not come for another week. 

London, January 16th.—A correspondent at Constantino- 
ple says official news has been received there that the Tek- 
ke Turcomans were severely defeated by Genera! Skobeloff. 

A despatch from Vienua states that Hetr Uremer von 
Aueurode, late Miuister of Commons, will probably be ap- 
pointed Ambassador of Austria to Washiugton. 

Londou, January 16th.—The Coart of Appeal to-day 
ordered the discharge of the writs of attachment against 
Revs. T. Pelham Dale and W. E. Enright. The Court 
held that the proceedings before Lord Penzance were regular 
and the prohibitions forbidding Dale and Enright to perform 
service must huld good ; but the writs ordering their im- 
prisonment were defective, because they were not brought 
into the Court of the Queen's Bench. Enright will be im- 
mediately released, Dale is already out on bail. The Court 
consisted of Lord Justice James, Sir Win. Brett aud Lord 
Justice Cotton. . —— 

Londen, January 16th.—The ship Leonoré, Capt. Bailey, 
sunk off Hartlepool in a collision with the dteamer John 
Dizon. Nine persons were drowned, including Capt. 
Bailey. 

*— January 15th.—Owing to a scarcity of coal, 
caused by a strike of the Lancashire miners, several mills 
nud foundries have been stopped, and distress among the 
working classes is apprehended. . 
Loudoun, January 15th—The explosion at Salford is 
supposed by a Fenian attempt to bluw up the armory of 
the infantry barracks. It was heard for a distance, of miles. 
The barracks are in a very populous district A woman 
and a boy ave probably fatally injured. Several thousaud 
stand of arms wero in the armory at the time. 

St. Petersburg, January 15th.—The report of Abaza, 
Minister of Finance, states that to restore equilibriam be- 
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tween the revenue and expenditure the strictest economy in 
all branches of the Administration will be necessary. Nearly 
a third of the expenditure is devoted to the War Ministry, 
and Abuza is consently convinced that it is imperntively 
necessary to reduce the military and naval expenditure. 

New York, January 17th.-—The Vorld’s Loudon special 
says: I have been told by well-informed persons to-night 
that the British Ministry regard war between Greece and 
Turkey as inevitable, and fear that it will sooner or later 
involve all Europe. 


Madrid, January 16th.—In tho Chamber of Deputies, to- 
day, the Minister of the Colonics announced that the 
pacification of Cuba was compleic. 


St. Petersburg, January 15th—The Russian Grand 
Duke Michael telegraphs as follows relative to General 
Skobelloffs investment of Groketpe on tho morning of the 
4th iust.: The first Russian parallel was qpened at 500 
paces from the chief fortification. The fighting was most 
deperate and sanguinary. The Russians were victorious, 
bue General Potrusevitech and ninoteon wen were killed, and 
three officers and fifty-three men wounded. The enemy, 
‘who were reinforced by 5000 picked men from Merv, lost 
$00 killed in the engagement with the Russian right wing 
alone ; this wing was commanded by General Petrusevitch. 


London, January 15th.—The deputation of members of 
Parliament waited on Gladstone to-day on the Irish land 
question and presented « memorial recommending as es- 
sential, in order to secure unity and enthusiasm among the 
Liberals in Parliament and contentment in Ireland, that the 
Land bill shall inclade a comprehensive scheme of peasant 
proprietary, accompanied by the three “ F’s ;” also recom- 
mending the considoration of the sulject of reclamation of 
waste lands. Gladstone said he was glad to have an op- 
portunity of hearing their views, and hoped the Gov- 
ernment would not introduce any bill which would be 
ineffectual. 


Gladstone, in his reply to the delegatiun, declared that to 
give specific form to the existing evil was the first step in 
ealing with the land qnestion. Remedial measures must 
come after. It was explained on the part of the deputation 
that 56 Liberals shored their views, and many Engilsh and 
Seotch members expressed sympathy therewith. The 
mewbers of the deputation dwelt ou the necessity for the 
adoption of their programme. They snid if such » measure 
is passed tenants generally would be satisfied and the 
agitation would subside. They insisted that a general feel- 
ing of insecurity prevailed among the tenants under the ex- 
isting state of things, and that a great majority of the land- 
lords would accept their programme. Gladstone replied 
that the great object of the Government was to promote the 
welfare of the tenauts without inflicting injustice on other 
sections of the public. 


London, Janary 15th.—The Earl of Kimberly, Colonial 
Secretary, replying to a deputation of the Peace Society, 
said the slaughter of a portion of the Ninety-fuurth Regi- 
ment by the Boers in South Africa must be investigated 
and the garrison relieved at the same time. If the Boers 
desisted from armed opposition now, he did not despair of 
some satisfactory arrangement. 


London, January 15th.—O'Connor, Honorary Secretary 
and O'Neil, Secretary of the Cork Land League have been 
— on charges of intimidation in writing threatening 
etters. 


Eleven fresh informations have been sworn to in reference 
to the Tralee Land League. 


London, January 15th.—Betting is nine to four in favor 
of Hanlau. There is some prospect that the race will be 
off on account of ice in the river. The postponement 
favors Laycock. 


London, January 14th.—A despatch to the News from 
Cape Town says tho Boers have issued a proclamation 
charging the British with firing the first shot at Pots- 
chefstroom, and with shooting the Boers at Pretoria, com 
plaining of the bombardment of Potschefstroom, and taking 
the credit for sending the wounded of the 94th Lesiment 
to Pretoria. : 


Berlin, January 14th.—The anti-Jewish agilation has 
exteuded to Saxony and Bavaria. - 


London, January 14th.— Tho Zimes learus that Mitchell 
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Heury, Home Ruier, who has spent much money in Ire- 

lund and done much for the tenantry, hus been obliged to 

quit Ireland, on account of threats fur repudiating the 
e. 

Liverpool, January 14th.—A leading grain circular says: 
Prices for wheat at the various markets during the past 
week have been maintuined, and sometimes rather im- 
proved. A few enrgoes of coast are firmly held, as are 
nlso those for future arrivals. Business in wheat and corn 
on spot, and in the neighbourhood has been moderate at 
Tuesday’s prices. ‘To-day the attendance was an average 
one. Wheat and flour were in moderate consumptive de- 
mand and steady. Corn was ia improved demand, and 
rather higher, 


London, January 13tl.—A rio: occurred yesterday near 
Wigan, growing out of the strike of the coal miners. The 
police charged upon the crowd, but were repulsed. Several 
persons were severely injured. 


London, January 13th.—Forty to fifty thousand colliers 
in Lancashire are striking, owing to the masters trying to 
evade the law, which compels them to pay for acccidets, 
Two companies of infantry have arrived to protect the 
process servers, . 


San Domingo, January 18th.—A party of insurgents were 
defeated near Banica, five killed, two wounded, aud Jean 
Dios shot during the fight. 


Vienna, January 13th.—It is denied that the three Em- 
perors alliance has been reéstablished, but Russia made 
advances to that end. 


Ragusa, January 13th.—Fourteen battalions of Turkish 
regulars leave for Jauina, with Dirvisch Pasha. 


Berlin, January 18th.—An anti-Semitic petition to Bis- 
marck has 40,000 signatures. It will be presented about 
the middle of March. 


Berlin, January 18th.--In the Lower House of the 
Prussian Diet to-day, Herr Windhorst, leader of the 
Catholic party, supported by all the members of Centre and 
the Polish Deputies, introduced a resolution declaring the 
administration of the sacrament and the celebration of mass 
are not subject to the penal clauses of the laws of 1873-74 
and 75. An amendment to the resolution is being prepar- 
ed, proposing that the malcontent clergymen shall.only be 
exempt from liability to prosecution for the exercise of the 
above functions, when not performed in churches or 
chapels, but privately, The Germania warns the adver- 
saries of the church of the political consequences of the 
rejection of the resolution. 


Dublin, January 12th.—At a meeting of the Land 
League to-day, Michael Davitt called attention to the im- 
mense service of the Land League in America. Parnell 
advised postponement of the National Convention uutil 
the Government had dealt with coercion. 

A meeting of the Orange Emergency Committee was 
held to-day, aud it was resolved to send assistauce to 
several “ Boyootted ” ns. 

London, January 12t!:.—The Daily News says: We un- 
derstand that Shaw, M. P. for Cork, has written to Parnell, . 
formally disassociating himself from the Irish agitation aud 
from the Parnell Parliamentary party. 


Berlin, Jauury 12th.—Tweuty-five huudred persons were 
present to-day at a meoting to condemn the anti-Jewish 
movement, recently inaugurated here. Resolutions expres- 
sing the greatest indignation that the city had been the 
scene of such meetings, were adopted. 

Vienna, Janury 12th.—The Porte is buying arms largely 
in the United States. 


Panama, January 1st.—The Herald’s Lima correspon- 
dent says: Lynch (Chilean) has respected the Luchaman 
Plantation, owned by citizens of the United Sates, and says 
that although he would always endenvor to protect the 
property of neutrals, ho would use the utmost rigor towards 
foreigners who shield the property of the enemy or have it 
transferred to them in order to protect it from Chileans, 
He was deceived by the Gnited States Consular Avent at 
Chimbote, who claimed that the railroads and stock there 
Were property of an American citizen—Citizen Dubois— 
Who in fact only leased them from the States. He will 
therefore be treated as an cnemy in the probably event of 
another occupation of Chimbote by the Chileans, 
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Faia CR QUE DOIR; ADVIENNE QUE POURRA.’ 


NOTICE TO CORRES! ONDENTS. 


No notice will he taken of anonymouscorrespondence. Whatever 
8 intended for insertion in the Jaran Were«ry Mat muat be 
euthenticated by the name and address of the writer, not for publica- 
fon but asa guarantee of good faith. 
It is particularly requested that allletters on business, relating to 
Advertisements, Job-printing, or Accounts, be addreased to the MANA- 





GER: 
And that literary contributions of every description be addresaedto 
the EDiron. 


YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19rn, 1881. 
Javanuse Ena 2541, Mats: l4tu Yanan, np Montn, 19re Dav: 


BIRTH. 
On the 12th instant, at No. 203, Bloff, the wife of J. Reeves, 
Commander, P. & O. Co.'s Service, of a daughter. 
DIED. 


Ou the evening of the 17th instant, A. Rosenstaxp, Secretary to 
the Danish Consulate-General, aged 56 years. 











The Italian Minister resident at Shanghai, has made a 
report to his Government respecting the Chinese and Italian 
silk trade, which will probably be of interest to the com- 
mercial.section of our community. 

The silk export from China to Europe is, he says, from 
sixty to seventy thousand bales, almost all of which is from 
Shanghai. That exported direct from China to Italy is 
between two and three thousand bales per annum, while that 
going to Italy, via France and England, is twelve or thirteen 
thousand, inclading some four or five thousand bules sent 
from England and Frauce to Lombardy. It thus appears that 
Lombardy alone consumes about ten thousand bales of 
Chinese raw silk for its own manufactures. Mr. de Luca is 
not certain whetber Sicily does not also import silk from 
China for its factories at Catania, but thinks it very prob- 
able, as many bales are shipped at Shanghni for Brin- 
disi. Assuming the average value of a picul to be 360 
taels ( 2520 francs) and the approximate weight of a 
bale to be 116 Ibs., it follows that the vuluo of a 
bale is 2200 francs. The manufacturers of Lombardy 
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consequently spend twenty-two millions of francs per annum 
in the purchase of Chinese silk. France and England com- 
pare ill with this, since in 1879 they only imported silk to 
the value of about fifteen millions (francs). The writer de- 
plores the fact, that Italy, instead of purchasing all her silk 
direct from China, obtains a large quantity through other 
countries; and is thus obliged not only to pay a higher price, 
but also to depend upon rival markets for her supply. No 
difficulty, he observes, will attend the direct importation of 
silk from China to Italy, as the M. M. and P. & O. Com- 
panies offer the same facilities for Italy as they do for France 
and England, and would, if required, ship silk for Milan just 
as they do for Venice. Fifty-two steamships enter the Medi- 
terranean each year from Shanghai, one-half of which touch 
at Italian ports and the other half at the doors of Italy 
(Port Said and Marseille). Notwithstanding these facilities, 
and those offered by the telegraph, Italy is content to pur- 
chase ten thousand bales of Chinese silk—representing an 
expenditure of twenty two wuillion francs—from other 
countries, thereby squandering six hundred and sixty 
thousand francs per annum in commission. In view of these 
facts the Minister naturally regards it as matter for regret 
that the Italian manafactarers are not represented by any 
firm in Shanghai. The interests of America, Switzerland 
and Germany—countries whose trade with China is com- 
paratively small—are well looked after by competent 
agents in the East, whereas Italy loses more than a mil- 
lion francs every year in freight and commission paid to 
England and France, to say nothing of the moral benefit 
she would derive by emancipation from the restrictions im- 
posed upon her by foreign markets. The completion of the 
St. Gothard tannel enables Lombardy to take the place of 
France as the great central emporium of the silk trade, since 
Italy is now in a position to sapply Swiss and German 
manufacturers direct from China. The Minister urges the 
principal firms in Italy, in connection with the manufactarers, 
to establish representative agencies in Shanghai, or at least 
tv employ some foreign firm of known respectability for the 
purpose. Home manufacturers could then be farnished not 
only with raw silk, but also with cocoons and silk-worms'eggs, 
which would be a consideration of some moment, seeing that 
out of 1,060 piculs of cocoons sent to Europe in 1879, only 
one found its way to Italy direct. Iu conclasion M. de Luca 
points out that thirty years ago France had no firm to repre- 
sent her interests in Shanghai and was consequently obliged 
to obtain all the silk she required from England, whereas in 
1879, the direct export to France exceeded that to England 
by five thousand bales. 

A general meeting of the Military Club, was held on the 
15th instant at Shokonsha, Tokiyo, for the parpose of open- 
ing the Club's new building, which stands in the beaatifal 
garden of the Military Mausoleum. Aboat two hundred 
and twenty officers of the army were present and the affair 
passed off with great éclat. 
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The following address from H.I.H. Prince Arisugawa, | to justify our indifference things have ever since seamed to 


who was prevented by indisposition from attending, was rend 
to the asserabled officers :—“ It is with sincere pleasure that I 
offer my congratulations to the Military Club on the occasion 
of the institution’s fourth anniversary, and more especially 
on the fact, that a suitable building has been at last provided 
for the club’s use within the grounds of the Kudan Park. 
You have hitherto been obliged to hold your mectings at the 
Military Academy, a course which entailod various incon- 
veniences, and (he completion of your new building caunot 
but prove beneficial in many ways. I have also to congratu- 
Inte you on the prosperous condition of the Club, I observe 
that your list of members has been increased by no less than 
eighty-five names during the past yeur. This fact testifics 
better to your welfare than any comment of mine could, and 
I shall therefore content myself with assuring you of the 
hearty satisfaction I feel at the success of the institution.” 
Attached to the Club is an armoury, where it is pro- 
posed to form a collection of swords, bows and arrows, suits of 
mail and other weapons formerly used in Japan. The idea 
is excellent and we trust it will be followed up with persever- 


drift on pretty much in the same ol: groove of stubbom 
seclusion. “ Something, however, has apparently shakey the 
Coreans out of their sleep. Perhaps the change is attribyt. 
able to Japan’s advice and example, perhaps to the seeming 
imminence of Russian aggression, but at any rato there 
aro at last evidences of a change, evidences not very con- 
spiciousindeed, but still unmistakeable. Corea has deter. 
mined to work her mines after foreign methods, and in 
pursuance of this idea has asked permission to ctuploy 
two experts—Kanesugi and Kamesaburo of the Shiga 
prefecture—giving also an extensive order for the 
necessary machinery to Otani Ihei, a merchant of Ozaks 
What the mineral wenlth of the country may really 
be, it is at present impossible to say. Gold dust at any. 
rate has always been tolerably plentifal, and improved pro. 
cesses will no doubt largely increase the yield, but in the 
meanwhile what seems to us most interesting in this affair is, 
not the prospects of any particular industry, but the fact that 
foreign aid has at length been deemed worthy of solicitation, 
With the example of Chiua before their eyes men are not 


ance. From an esthetic no less than a technical point of}likely to over-estimate the results of first impressions, but 


view some of the old armour of Japan deserves to be cherish- 
ed with the atmost care, and among the weapons are swords 
of such size and bows of such strength that it seems scarcely 
possible they.can have been wielded or bent by human thews. 
Sold as old iron, or purchased by foreigners, who though they 
know nothing of Araki Matayemon or Taifubo, can yet appre- 
ciate a richly enchased helmet and a delicately jointed hau- 
berk, much of the harness worn by Japan’s ancient heroes has 
no doubt left the country, but much still remains, and a little 
trouble will no doubt bring together a collection full of historic 
interest and worthy ofanation, every page of whose annals is 
inscribed with the name of some warrior not easily to be 
rivalled nor soon to be forgotten. 


Among the items of news brought from Corea a few years 
ago by occasional travellers, was a story of certain machines 
which were lying half buried in the sand on the sea shore, 
encrusted with barnacles and rust. These were the only 
remaining evidences of two attempts made by western traders 
to introduce the implements of civilization into that most 
unsociable of countries. Under the direction of their officials 
the people had carried out the foreign devil’s importations, 
and cast them down to be the plaything of the wanton waves 
that had helped to bring them to Corea. 

There was not much to marvel at in the tale, neither could 
we afford to criticise too severely the spirit that dictated 
such destruction. Little more than half a centary before, a 
member of our own parliament had not hesitated to oppose 
the introdaction of gas for lighting purposes, on the grounds 
that the scheme would ruin that most important branch of 
English trade, the whale fisheries, and throw out of employ- 
ment ten thousand seamen as well as a still larger number 
of rope-inakers, sail-makers and so forth! Even in the most 
progressive communities the birth of every great industrial 
improvement has been attended with terrible vaticinations of 
disastrous effects to vested interests, and England above all 
has been for two cycles in a chronic state of perilous approach 
to the edge of a precipice dag by the restless energy of her 
people. We therefore easily appreciated the Coreans' mood, 
bat at the same time we could not but argue ill for the im- 
ineliate prospects of any sensible improvement in their 
condition. Even when Karoda Kiyotaka with his men-of-war 
ancceeded, just five years ago, in concluding a treaty of peace 
amity and commerce with the “hermit nation,” the world 


Cores has less inertia to oppose to outward impulses, and if 
she be once fairly moved from her pedestal, it is scarcely 
likely she will ever again be able completely to arrest her 


progress. 


According to the continental journals, the prospects of 
Russian trade in the Pacific, and especially with China and 
Japan, are not very promising. Want of regular commnnica- 
tion, deficient knowledge of the neighbouring waters and diffi- 
culty of access to the River Amoor, are said to militate grave- 
ly against the prosperity of the colony on the Pacific coast. 
Beyond a few vagabond Chinese, who come and go irregular- 
ly, the residents consist mainly of employée whose only desire 
is to be removed as speedily as possible. A great change for 
the better in this respect would, it is believed, be effected, 
could the Coreans be induced to immigrate, but this could 
only be accomplished by making commercial treaties with 
Corea, and by persuading the Japanese to act as agents of 
communication between the two countries. This latter item 
is considered to be of paramount importance, for a regular 
maritime commanication is indispensable to the wellfare of 
the colonists. Japan lms therefore acquired considerable im- 
portance in the eyes of Russia, and it is probable that some 
action having referrence to the above scheme will constitute 
a corollary to the problem just solved in China. 


His Majesty the Emperor is, we hope, to-day enjoying one 
of the very few genuine holidays his multifarious daties 
permit. He left Tokiyo yesterday morning by the 8 o'clock 
train and rested last night at Hachdji, a name which recalls 
memories of many a happy day spent in parsuit of the glorious 
“Copper Cock” in the years when: pheasant shooting in 
Japan was still a reality. His Majesty however has gone 
hare haunting, a pastime which scems to afford him special 
amusement just now. The first cssay was made lately at 0ji, 
and was followed by a sccond in the park at Fukiage, on 
which oceasion the proceedings were unexpectedly enlivened by 
the sudden appearance of a fox, which jamped into the lake 
and was palled out by a soldier after a most exciting chase. 
Hare hunting, as itiscarried on here, docs not mach accord 
with onr English ideas of xport. It consisis simply in netting 
the hills, as we do for rabbits at home, and then beating the 
covers, but the method employed in staking the nets is said 
to render the etruggles of an entrapped animal particalarly eu- 
tertaining. Care is of course taken to provide sgainst - 


did not pay tauch attention to the achievement, and as though | possibility of a blank day when His Majesty is in the field, 
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put it must be confessed that however the results are “ ar- 
ranged,” there is not overmuch to entice one in such a pro- 


gramme. 


— h — 


Our old friend crazy Sada, the “ Kerosine Cenobite,” has 
again come upon the scene, this time as “Mr. Sate,” a gen- 
tloman who has “established a socicty called the Kankosha, 
the members of which bind themselves by onth to abstain from 
using imported good of any description.” We are told also 
that “many persons have joined the socicty, among whom 
‘aro H, E. General Kuroda, M. Sakurai and other high ofli- 
cial. 

We are sorry to be obliged to interfere with this “ storm in 
atea-pot,” but the trath is that Mr. Sada’s story has not 
entered upon any new phase since we gave it to our readers 
jn detail some wecks ago. He is now delivering a course of 
lectures at Asakusa, but the Sumidagawa is not yet on fire, 
now has General Kuroda or any other “ high official” given 
his adherence to a scheme too visionary to delude even the 
drowsiest intellect. 





We can heartily sympathize with the appeal contained in 
“ An English Professor's” letter which we publish to-day. It 
is of course very possible that the words ‘“‘ Kobu Daigakko” 
to which the Professor takes exception, were inserted by our 
correspondent of last week without any idea beyond the de- 
sire of furnishing an easily recognized land-mark, but that 
they were intended to convey a different impression, is by no 
means an unjustifiable inference. Rumour, at any rate, seems 
to have madv them the basis of a surmise which cannot but 
be highly offensive to the foreign staff of the Engineering 
College, and it now behovwes “HH.” to atate distinctly, not 
only that no such allusion was intended, but also that the 
guilty party does not belong to the Kobu Daigakko. We 
need hardly say that so far as we are concerned ourselves, any 
assurance is quite unnecessary. It did not occur to us for a 
moment to contemplate the possibility of such an accusation, 
but since others have viewed the matter differently, it is ab- 
solutely essential that their false impression should be tho- 
roughly and unequivocally dispelled. Our commauity is a0 
small that a very tiny grain of misconception suffices to infect 
public opinion. “ H.” leads us distinctly to understand that 
she knows the name of the person who insulted her companion, 
and it consequently becomes her duty to be more than com- 
monly careful lest suspicion should point in a wrong direc- 
tion. 


It appears that a very great improvement in the process of 
breeding silk-worms has been effected by the use of artificial 
heat. Experiments lately made in the division of Yofu, 
prefecture of Hiyogo, are said to have been eminently success- 
fall, not only as regards celerity of batching, but also in the 
quantity and quality of the silk produced. Hitherto the heat 
of the san has been trusted altogether, and consequent varie- 
tions of temperature have caused very uncertain results, A 
little attention to matters of this sort, sapplemented by a 
Government edict prohibiting the export of silk-worm eggs, 
would soon cause an appreciable increase in the export re- 
tarns. 





A visitor to the scene of the late conflagration beyond 
Nihon-bashi, will be astonished to see a monster shop stand- 
ing, intact and scarcely aciled by the breath of the flames, 
in the very midst of rain and debris. It is the well-known 
Dai-maru, the Swan and Edgar of Tokiyo ; an elysium of dry 
goods, second only to the looking-glass in its claims upou the 
attention of the Capital's gentle denizens. Probably the fate 
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of this edifice attracted more attention and was the salject 
of more comment last Saturday morning, then any other cir- 
cumstaiice of the fire. Its escape, or rather preservation, is 
little short of a miracle, for though its sealed godowns might 
fairly have been expected to survive, the shop itself seems 
utterly incapable of resistance. Its roof indeed is protected by 
solid tiles, and its walls in part by thick plaster, but for the rest 
it is built entirely of timber,—stout, massive timber certainly, 
but still for all that, timber—while its wide expanse of 
woolen eaves makes it anything but a first-class life in 
the cyes of an insurance agent. Its rescue from the fierce 
flames that destroyed everything in its neighbourhood, 
was therefore little short of a miracle, and affords: a good 
illustration of the old adage “unto him that hath, to him 
shall be given.” ~The colossal mercers, who fur so many 
years aud through so much sanshine and shadow, hare 
steadily held their place there as the wealthiest tradesmen in 
in Tokiyo, would not have been fatally inconvenienced by 
the loss of their warehouse, seeing that their stock in trade— 
costly silka, rich embroideries and curious finery—must have 
remained tolerably uninjured in the shelter of their ample 
godowns. Nevertheless fortune was kind to them, and in- 
exorable to those who could ill endure her harshness. The 
merchant prince stands serene with scarcely scathed garments, 
while his hambler neighbours lie prostrate in the dast. Not 
indeed that the Dai-mara came off absolately scot free. The 
pluck and energy to which it owes ite preservation, were at 
once the outcome of gratitade for past favours and the ear- 
nest of future largesse. Carpenters, joiners, masons, mat. 
makers, store keepers of all descriptions, and in short every 
tradesman engaged .in the embellishment or maintenance of 
the great shop, have always been wont to receive yearly 
retaining fees in contemplation of this very contingency, 20 
that at the first sound of the Kanda fire bells, the Dai-maru 
was surrounded by a crowd of zealous saviours. That they 
succeeded, however, in keeping the furious flames at bay from 
first to {last, is a memorable triumph of courageous per- 
severance, and the owners of the monster store have done 
wisely in rewarding with three thousand riyos labours that 
achieved so happy a result. 





Early in the eight century, in the days when friars were 
mendicants, aud soldiers monarchs, there used to issue daily 
from the gates of Daian temple, a cenobite carrying a huge 
wallet wherein to store the victuals offered by the pious for 
his own and his brethren’s sustenance. He was perhaps the 
jolliest old man that ever went a-begging. Everlasting 
merriment dimpled his checks and danced in his twinkling 
eyes, and every wrinkle on his brow seemed an evidence, not 
of earking time, but of genial sympathy. Nothing came 
amiss to him. However inclement the season, it only 
served as an occasion for fresh good humour; however hard 
the times, they might have been worse and would presently 
be better. In fact the old man was such a thorough per- 
sonification of everything kind and congenial in haman nature, 
that his passage through the street ultimately became 
a daily jubilee, and the children looked forwanl to 
nothing more than the chance of carrying a bean- 
cake or a measure of rice to be stowed away in the wallet of 
their much loved friend. Thus it fell our that the jovial 
friar had generally no small pains to carry home the never- 
ceasing donations of his parishioners, and at the last his 
bulky wallet, filled to overflowing and scarcely yielding even 
to his good-humoured persistence, came to be 80 associated 
with the man’s appearance, that people changed his name of 
“ Kaian ” into “ Hotei,” or linen (ho) wallet (tei). 

A very different character was Mokokiyara Sonten, or 
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Daikoku as he was subsequently called. A miser of the 
most approved type, he thought of nothing from year’s end 
to year’s end but some process of making money or some device 
for hoarding it. It did not suffice that his whole moral being 
was saturated with the poison of greed, or that he was 
fortified from within against the attractions of every ex- 
pensive foible. Dreading even to look up when he went 
abroad, lest some of nature’s or life's beautics should divert 
him fiom his sordid purpose, he covered his eyes with a 
black hood, and so, never deviating by a hair's breath from 
his unworthy object, became at last a synonym for wealth 
and thrift. Standing now upon two rice bags, his effigy is 
worshipped in Japan by those who revere the divinity of 
riches, while Hotei, the jolly, jubilant Hotei, is adored as the 
guardian of little children. 

The figures of these two demigods have been chosen as 
ornaments for the prize medals to be awarded at the forth- 
coming National Exhibition, and the choice is particularly 
commendable; not indeed because the effigies of Hotei aud 
Daikoka furnish designs of a notably sesthetic character, but 
because they are inseparably connected with the palmiest 
days of this country’s art, and because their reappearance, 
under official auspices, will be a timely protest against the 
unreasoning spirit of innovation before which Japan's most 
cherished traditions, nay her very moral individuality and 
artistic originality, are fast disappearing. 





A curious evidence of this winter's exceptional severity 
is furnished by recent accounts of deer hunting in the 
neighbourhood of Hakodate. It appears that as the snow accu- 
mulates on the hills, the deer gradually make their way duwn 
to the sea-coast, where they fall an easy prey to the hunters. 
This season, however, they have appeared in such numbers 
that the country folk one and all have set themselves to trap 
them ; ao successfully too, that a father and his two sons are 
said to have captured no less than fourteen in one day. Still, 
however, itseems impossible to reduce their numbers. If a 
hundred are slaughtered to-day a hundred others take their 
place to-morrow, until at last men have ceased to kill them 
for the sake of their flesh, and are content with the hide and 
horns. Venison is of course at a discount under such cir- 
cumstances, and a deer's carcase, worth from twelve to fifteen 
yea as en ordinary rule, may now be purchased in Hakodate 
for ayen anda half. This has a pleasant sound in our ears 
who are beginuing to be seriously harrassed by the fat prices 
we have to pay for lean beef and mutton. If some enter- 
prising speculator would pack a cargo of venison in ice, and 
bring it down here in time to furnish pasties for our spring 
picnics, we should award him whatever portion of the pub- 
lic gratitude sarvives our debt to the promoters of the gas 
scheme. 





The cross action of Abbott v. Cook and Cook ». Abbott 
was decided in H. M.’s Court this afternoon. His Hononr, in 
summing up, gave the jary these three points to consider :— 

1—Did Abbott forcibly take away the Parmenio as 
alleged ? 

2.—Was Abbott entitled to wages during the time he 
acted as master of the Parmenio, and if so at what rate ? 

3.—Has there been any settlement of accounts between 
the two parties or are they still open ? 

The jury afcer au absence of about twenty-five minutes 
retarued and handed in the following finding :— 

To tho first question—No: To the second—Yes ; at the 
rate of $200 per month: To the third——The accounts still 
remain open. 
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Season tickets of three sorts will be issued for the forth. 
coming Exhibition at Uyeno—viz ; Sunday tickets, Satur. 
day tickets, and tickets giving admission every day and al) 
days. From what we have been able to gather, the arrange. 
ment of specimens does not appear to have made much 
progress as yet, and the opinion we expressed before on the 
subject of unnecessary haste, seems to be borne out by the 
event. Some of the most important exhibitors assure us that 
they cannot possibly send in more than a very few specimens 
by the end of this month, so that visitors will probably find 
just cause to complain during the first fifteen or twenty days, 
Exhibits from the provinces however are in a more forward 
condition, and there will certainly bo no lack of interest even 
at the outset, but still wecould have wished (o defer the 
opening ceremony, if possible, until the cherry bloom was 
beginning to show, for we do not believe that the whole 
world contains anything more beautiful than Uyeno park on 
an early May day. However, it is too late now to repine and 
we must look forward with what contentment we may. The 
opening ceremony at anyrate promises to be a very brilliant 
affair. The Emperor himself will be present, supported by 
Princes of the blood, the Privy Councillors, Ministers of 
Department, and in fact all the notables. The Foreign Re- 
presentatives will of course be invited, as well as the principal 
foreign residents, naval, military and civil, and, let us hope-- 
the editors of newspapers. 


Speaking of Princes of the blood reminds us to notice that 
H. I. H. Prince Higashi-Fushimi has lately been raised to the 
rank and position ofa hereditary prince. This probably sounds 
somewhat inexplicable, but the fact is that His Imperia] 
Highness is an only adopted son (of the present Emperor's 
father), and his princely rank is therefore not hereditary by 
right. His promotion, carrying with it an increase of income 
from eighteen thousand to twenty-three thousand seven 
hundred yen per annum, is, we understand, intended ass 
recognition of the signal services lhe rendered the State at the 
period of the Restoration. In 1868 he held the post of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the following year saw him 
at the War Office. He was then known as Prince Ninnaji, 
but subsequently, on retiring from public life, changed his 
name to Higashi-Fushimi, 








The cruel and long protracted struggle between Chili and 
Pera would seem to be at last drawing to a close, so far at 
least as the latter State's powers of resistance are concerned, 
bat whether submission will really prove the prelude of peace, 
is apparently a matter of grave doubt. A Montevideo cor- 
respondent of the Giornale delle Colonie, writing on the sub- 
ject, says :—‘‘ The example set by Chili and Pera seems 
likely to be followed elsewhere. Argentina has expressed an 
intention of participating, and has commenced military pre 
parations, while the people of Brazil are considerably excited 
and demand immediate armament. Accordingly the Brazil- 
lian Chamber has sanctioned a loan of 9,000 contos for the 
construction of ships of war, etc., and fortifications are in 
course of erection at points of sirategical importance on the 
Rio Grande and Mato Grueso frontiers. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that fighting may still be avoided. The Emperor Pedro 
IT. is decidedly averse to it, and would rather, it is said, ab- 
dicate and retire to Europe than expose his country again to 
the hazards of war. Meanwhile it is announced from Buenos 
Ayres, that military preparations on a large scale are in aaah 
gress. Fifty kilometers of telesrmmphic lines have been laid 
in the direction of Patagonia, and strong fortifications cont 
menced at Martin Garcia. Fresh votes for military expens¢s 
will be proposed next scssion in the Argentine Congress, aud 
in short, warlike preparations are almost universal.” 
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“What a veritable pandemonium all this suggests 


! Truly if 
there is to be afree fight between all these vicious little 
States of South America, and if the Chili-Peruvian contest 
may be regarded as a precedent, the Great Powers of Europe 
might employ themselves as mediators with mach larger gain 
to hamanity than anything likely to accrue from their poiu- 
pous wrangling over a strip of barren land in the East. 





The establishment of a Mission iu Japan, by the Evan- 
gelical Association of North America, was decided on at the 
General Couference of that budy beld in Philadelphia in 
October, 1875. 

The first missionaries consisting of Rev. A. Halmhuber, 
Miss R. J. Hudson and Rev. I. Krecker, M.D., and Mrs. 
Krecker, with their three children, arrived at Yokobama, 
November 138th, 1876. 

On the 18th of July of the fullowing year Rev. aud Mrs. 
Krecker with their family and Miss Hudson took up their 
residence permanently in Tokio, while Mr. Halmbuber later 
on removed to Osakn and there established the second 
station, aud in December of that year Mies Kaechele also 
arrived in Japan and became his wife. 

In March, 1880, a girls’ school was opened in the 
western part of the city under the supervision of Miss 
Hudson, and recently for the purpose of giving more 
especial attention to its wants, she took up her residence 
in its immediate vicinity. 

On the 24th of May, 1880, the mission was reinforced 
by the arrival of Rev. J. Hartzler and Mrs. Hartzler. Mr. 
Hartzler, who came out as Superintendent of the Mission, 
had for the previous eight years been a member of the 
Executive Committee of the General Board of Missions, 
and also editor in chief of the Evangelical Messenger, a 
leading periodical of the cbureb. 

Though not unaccompanied by the usual difficulties and 
discouragements incident to the establishment of a new 
work, » reasonable measure of success has attended the 
efforts put forth, and its progress has been characterized by 
a healthy growth. At Osaka there are two preaching 
places with a good attendance of hearers at each, and two 
Sunday schools are also sustained. ‘Iwo native helpers 
aud a Bible woman are in training. At Tokio there are 
five preachiug places with Suuday schools, and special 
Meetings for the instruction of women at each. A Bible 
Woman, three female teachers and four young men in 
training for the ministry, comprises the native help at this 
station, 

This mission, in conjunction with the mission of the 
Methodist Church of Cauada, also sustains a Theological 
echool for the education of native candidates for the ministry. 





After considerable difficulty and deliberation the members 
of the two Rice Guilds of Kabuto Street and Kakigara Street, 
Tokiyo, have determined to remodel their constitutions, and 
form one large Guild with a capital of a hundred and eighty 
thousand yen. The alleged reason for this change is the 
difficulty of carrying on business successfally under the regu- 
lations issued by the Government last year, bat if the truth 
Were told, we belive that dissensions among the members them- 
selves have had more to do with tbe matter. The profits rea- 
lized by these Rice Guilds before the State interfered with 
their transactions last year, are said to have amounted to 
sixty or seventy per cent on their capital. A good many 
abuses had no doubt crept into their procecdings, but on the 
Whole their effect must have been to facilitate trade, and we 
Cannot persunde ourselves to believe that the measures adopted 
towards them were altogether justifiable. ‘The total number 
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of Rice Guilds in Japan at present is fourteen, and the largest 
amount of business is said to be done at Doji, Osaka and 
Kwana in Ise. 





We observe that Count Fe d’Ostiani, who preceded Count 
Barbolani as Minister for Italy in Japan, has been appointed 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the King of Italy at Braxclles, in succession to 
Count Barral. 





For those who really appreciate Japanese art one of the 
greatest attractions of the Exhibition at Uyeno will be a tea 
pavilion, built iu strict accordance with the rales of the Tea 
Clubs, and farnished with utensils handed down from father 
to son for twenty generations. The originator of this idea is 
a gentleman of Kioto by name Seno. He is a lineal descend- 
ant of the renowned Sen no Rikiu, master of ‘Tea Ceremonials 
to Nobunaga and Hideyoshi (1550-1596). It is character- 
istic of the reverontial affection Japan bestows upon the gen- 
tle arts that now, at a distance of threo centuries, the names 
of Sen uo Rikia is known to every educated man in the 
Empire. Sen was indeed the Epicarus of Japan ; the founder 
of a philosophy that teaches, not that happiness is to be 
derived from sensaal pleasures, but that the greatest good 
within mortal reach is the peace of mind springing from vir- 
tae. Many may remember him now merely as a dilettante ; 
aman who devised forty-six varieties of tea pavilions and 
persuaded the world to discover occult beauties in the rude 
uncouth productions of ancient Keramists, bat those who 
have studied his life and philosophy, know that with him 
sesthetics were but the outcome of moral beauty, and that the 
history of his own doings and death gives the truest possible 
idea of the faith he possessed. 





So insufficient are the commissariat arrangements made 
for the Chinese troops at Shang Hai-kwan, that the soldiers, 
unable to endure the hardships of the winter, have deserted, 
it is said, in large numbers. 

A weeting of prefects from the western provinces has been 
lately held at Ozaka for the purpose of devising a code of 
regulations applicable to coasting steamers flying the Japan- 
ese flag. Complaints of irregularities and incivilities have 
been constantly preferred against ship-owners by traders and 
passengers alike during the past year, so that official inter- 
ference was at last found unavoidable. It is believed that 
the strict by-laws now promulgated in the various prefectures 
will be effectual in remedying these abuses, but we do not 
altogether share such sanguine expectations. Legislation 
has not proved very successfal among ourselves in matters of 
this sort. Their condact comes rather within the province 
of influences emanating from another source, and the Govern- 
meut will probably find its efforts barren until they are 
supplemented by keener industrial competition and a stouter 
assertion of public opinion. 





It is doubtful whether the prospect of receiving a 
goblet of gold, silver or lacquer from the Board of Public 
Works or sowe other Department of State, would be found 
a very effectual device in our own country for causing 
guineas to gravitate in the direction of funds fur coustructe 
ing schools, bridges, roads, dykes and so forth. Consider- 
able success has nevertheless attended the method in Japan, 
Hamble contributors, who might scarccly muster fifty or 
sixty yen, havo been infinitely less proud of their lacquer 
cups than whose those munificeuce, passing a hundred but 
still falling short of a thousand, entitled them toa silver 
token of public gratitude, while these in their tarn 
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have striven hard to reach the four figures thut constitute the 
standard of golden goblet gencrosity. Of late too these 
Government gifts have carried with them a certain social 
status which largely adds to their efficacy, for in proportion 
as distinctions of caste disappear, the reverential value attach- 
ing Jo anything received directly from a superior, grows 
daily less appreciable. Well, indeed, did the ancient fendal 
chiefs know how to trade upon the gratefal humility of their 


inferiors, tnt as a perfect master of the art Hideyoshi (‘Taiko) | 


carries off the palm. A comparatively worthless object of 
virta: bestowed by his hands, often satisfactorily took the 
place of a deed conferriug broad acres, or of a Treasury note 
for thousands of gold pieces, and since his time the Japanese 
have learned throughly to appreciate the proverb “the value 
is in the giver not the gift.” ‘This particular custom of bes- 
towing gold, silver or lacquer goblets as State recognitions of 
public service, is supposed to have originated under the Em- 
perors of the Tang Dynasty (618—907) in China, 
and has been followed more or less by Japanese notables 
for several centuries. Of late, however, considerable 
doubt has arisen as to the propriety of a Govern- 
ment reward assuming the shaps of a wine goblet, 
and we hear that a regulation will presently be issued 

ordering the substitution of medals. Whether these latter 
will be equally valued is more than problematical. When 
the question is one altogether of sentiment and not of intrinsic 
worth, a very slight deviation from time-honored institutions 

may make a vast difference in public estimation, and unless 

there is some better reason for the proposed change than that 

suggested by the affinity between a goblet and vinous excess, 

we should be inclined to postpone ethical cousiderations and 


go on giving goblets. 





Some idea of Japanese munificence in religions matters 
may be gathered from the fact that the province of Owari 
alone has coutributed five hundred thousand yen towards 
the fund required for the rebuildiug of the Mouto Mouas- 
tery of Hong-wan at Kiyoto. The cenobites of Hong-wan 
however, have wisely concluded that the payment of so 
large a sum could not fail more or less to cripple the re- 
sources of the Owari merchants. It has accordingly been 
determined to receive the subscription in kind, not coin, 
aod to this end detailed descriptions of various iuternal 
fittings required for the building have heen forwarded to 
Nagoya—the chief town of Owari—where the work will 
be executed by the local artisans. All this does not very 
strongly support the theory of Japan’s impending bank- 
ruptcy, though a country which squanders half-a-million 
of money on the internal fittings of a temple can scarcely 
‘be counted very clear sighted in the matter of productive 
and unproductive expenditure. 


THE “MODERN MODE.” 





**Q good old man ; how well in thee appears 
The constant service of the antique world, 
When service sweat for duty, not for meed ! 
Thou. art not for the fashion of these times, 
Where none will sweat but for promotion.” 


T is a curiously significant fact, that among the Japan- 
ese mercautile community the expression ‘‘ modern 
mode” is synonymous with unprincipled craft and selfish 
speculation. Such at any rate is the interpretation given 
to the term by gentlemen of the old school, who once 
found life long enough to have their queues oiled every 
day, and to devote a third part of their existence to per- 
forming polite obeisances or shaping conventional formule. 
Added years, however, bring increased appreciation of the 
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past. Probably no section of society altogether lacks 
some unit of the ‘‘Justice Shallow” type, and Japan 
certainly is least of all deficient in that respect. It would 
seem in truth as though the times had travelled too fast 
for the men that live in them. Mortal powers may be 
strained without any very serious shock to a point closely 
approximating their limit of endurance, but it were con. 
trary to all precedent to expect that the sudden plunge of 
an “antique world” into the vortex of western fever and 
flurry, could be attended by anything else than grave 
moral perturbation. The Japanese merchant of bygone 
days is left seated among sorobans and amulets, watching 
with bewildered eyes a rout and riot that surges onward 
towards a goal he can scarcely discern and never hope to 
attain. There was a time—nor that so far distant either— 
when the only factor he had need to consider was the 
simplest possible corelation of supply and demand. It 
mattered little to him whether other manufacturers and 
wholesalers held large or small stocks of his staple; 
whether the Colonial and foreign markets were glutted or 
otherwise; whether recent prices had induced retailers 
to lay in considerable supplies or not; whether production 
by foreign manufacturers was large at the time or likely to 
be so in the future ; whether other merchants were waiting 
for a fall of price or buying in anticipation of a rise; 
whether speculation was active at the great trade 
centres at home and abroad; whether the stocks at 
these places were large or small; whether many or few 
cargoes were on their way from the producing coun- 
tries; whether the prospects of the forthcoming crops 
in these districts were good or bad; whether the supplies 
and prices of other cognate staples were such as to 
influence his calculations; whether prevalent mercan- 
tile opinion was reliable or not, and whether the rate 
of discount was likely to be high or low in the immediate 
future. All these complex differential factors, which the 
European merchant must needs include in his equation 
before he can proceed to integrate the prospects of ↄ 
speculation with any accuracy, were matters of no moment 
to the Japanese of twenty years ago. Even the fluctus- 
tions of fashion were to him comparatively unimportant, 
for their limits were so narrow and their indications #0 
palpable, that they could scarely be called a disturbing 
element. Etiquette, only permitting deviation from the 
Veriest minutise of its codes, prescribed definitely what 
articles would be required for apparel or furniture, and 
social conditions almost invariably foretold the exact 
relations of demand and supply. Moreover, there was 
little or no competition. Those engaged in any particular 
trade constituted one immense guild rather than an 
aggregate of separate companies. That this should have 
been the case in the various fiefs we can readily under- 
stand, but why it was so in the Eastern and Western 
capitals as well, is not equally easy to comprehend. His- 
tory, however, proves that the constant effect of very 
sharply defined distinctions of caste is to encourage 
combination on a large’scale among the members of each 
social section. ‘This is nothing but an illustration of the 
old adage, “common dangers make common causes.” 
Under an austere feudal system like that which obtained 
in Japan, their disabilities in one direction and liabilities 
in another cannot have failed to impress the mercantile 
community with the sense of a militant condition and the 
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consequent necessity of unified action. ‘They knew that 
they could trust nothing but resources of their own 
creation. The law, which protected them against one 
another, gave thom no aid against oppression from 
without, and so, like the heathen in the scripture, they 
became a law unto themselves. Underselling, collusions 
to influence the market, secret processes of vitiation, and 
in short most of the devices inseparable from a system of 
intense competition, were well-nigh unknown. It is not 
of course intended to assert thata condition of very high 
trade morality obtained. Men were pretty much the 
same then as they are now, but their field for duplicity 
was narrowed by a wider community of interest. The 
members of each social section were able to trust one 
another, because they knew that the verdict of their class 
condemned mutual spoliation. Briefly then, we may say, 
that trade, as it formerly existed in Japan, was compara- 
tively free from complications, and that it was pursued in 
a simple straight-forward fushion, demanding no great 
exercise of intelligence or foresight. Now, however, all 
this is completely changed. The merchant who was more 
than tolerably successfully under the old régime, finds 
himself worse than incompetent under the new. He is 
unable to grapple with a tithe of the perplexities\that beset 
him, and in a majority of cases is compelled at last to 
choose between the alternatives of indigence and duplicity: 
It would seem also that in a majority of cases he chooses 
the latter, at least if any plain inference may be drawn 
‘from a movement of some magnitude lately set on foot in 
Tokiyo. Many of the merchants there have, it is said, 
become painfully sensible, that all the old codes of 
integrity and good faith which were once in force, are fast 
falling into complete disuse. Men are growing indifferent 
to everything but individual profit, in the pursuit of which 
they unscrupulously sacrifice the interests of their 
fellows, and engage in speculative enterprises which 
might be lucrative if carried on conjointly, but are 
disastrous when undertaken separately. Those who find 
themselves unable or unwilling to adopt the same methods 
are naturally distanced in the struggle and disgusted at 
the cause of their disadvantage. They have accordingly 
determined to organize a combined movement of opposi- 
tion, and we understand that meetings are now daily 
held in the capital to discuss the details of the scheme. 
Among its chief promoters are men of some note as 
well as of considerable influence, so that it is not im- 
possible they may achieve a certain measure of success ; 
but for our own part, we suspect it will be their fate to 


find human nature less docile than they fancy. 

Whether however their mood be the offspring of honest 
zeal or of less admirable sentiment, we detect in its form 
of expression something that needs a passing comment. 
This term ‘“ modern mode” is not suggested simply by 
the spirit of fond retrospect that all old folks cherish more 
or less. Its popular interpretation has undeniable refer- 
ence to foreign intercourse and to the effects of that inter- 
Course upon the national morality. What these would-be 
reformers tell each other is, not that a sclf-developed change 
has come upon Japan, but that the conditions of her exist- 
ence have been modified to such an extent by external 
influences as to render her former obedience to guileless 
unselfish principles no longer compatable with temporal 
Ruccess—in short, that she must necds wear the same 
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wings as her new competitors, or be hopelessly distanced 
in the race. ‘The fallacy is not surprising, and contains 
moreover a grain of truth that renders it doubly danger- 
ous. Foreign intercourse must certainly be accredited 
with much of the change to which the Japanese merchant 
of the old school is unable to adapt himself, but nothing 
is more calculated to perpetuate that inability than the 
supposition that foreigners have brought with them some 
strange and subtle mechanism of chicanery and finesse. 
On the contrary, if we were asked to define something as 
far as possible removed from the secret of mercantile pros- 
perity in the west, we should not hesitate to name this 
very artifice which certain Japanese believe to be insep- 
arable from our system. We are ready to admit at the 
ontset that illicit practices of every form and shade, tricks 
innumerable, and elaborately} devised frauds, have too 
often disfigured Eurepean trade-morality, but in nine cases 
out of ten such things have tended to impede rather than 
to promoteffortune. At any rate, whatever be the history 
of their results in particular cases, it is certain that an 
English merchants idea of permanent well-being is indis- 
solubly associated with probity and good faith. We do 
not claim for him any inborn excellence or seek to extenu- 
ate his constant defections from a loyal creed, but we do 
say, that traditions he dare not despise and examples he 
cannot ignore, have taught him the advantages of integrity 
and the inexpedience of frand. Such operations as “‘foot- 
ing” sugar, ‘‘ top-ending ” ribbon, “ weighting ” silk and 
so forth, have been fashionable and are still fashionable 
among a certain class of tradesmen, but to argue from 
this that honesty is the road [to ruin and conscience & 
barrier to success, were about as logical as to declare, that 
because there have sometimes been coiners the Mint assays 
are unreliable. 

But this is essentially a case where words are powerless 
to convince. That European merchants should be aspers- 
ed is not a matter of much moment, since time cannot fail 
to vindicate their reputation, and we could therefore well 
afford to have kept silence, did ‘we not desire to indicate 
the mischief this erroneous belief may work in another 
direction. For it is now beyond question that Japanese 
merchants are intent upon establishing a direct commerce 
with the outer world. They are resolved to essay open 
competition with their Occidental con/rérés on the latters’ 
own ground, prematurely perhaps, but not unnaturally. 
Whether they have a sufficient perception of the difficulties 
that await them, or whether they are morally qualified to 
grapple with those difficulties, are points we do not propose 
to discuss here, but of this they may be well assured, 
that no weapon will serve them worse in the struggle than 
improbity. ‘To fancy that this so called ‘modem mode” 
is prescribed by the conditions of the contest were to in- 
vite failure from the outset, and whatever temporary ad- 
vantages they may have obtained by counterfeiting trade 
marks or other flagitious habits, will be as nothing com- 
pared with the injuries such practices will ultimately 
entail. If therefore this movement among the Tokiyo 
merchants be designed to reéstablish commercial honesty 
on the broad principle of ultimate necessity, we can sym- 
pathize with it most heartily, but we fear that what it 
teaches by implication may be scarcely less pernicious than 
what it denounces by precept. 
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THE CURIO MARKET. 


1. 

1* is sometimes very difficult to balance the relative 

advantages of speech and silence. Charles Lamb 
declared, that enting roast pig must be sinful because it 
is so pleasant, and on the same principle some thinking 
men hold, that when one is puzzled to discern the com- 
parative wisdom of two courses, the best chance of avoid- 
ing error is to adopt the less agreeable. If there be any 
truth in this doctrine, we have no occasion to hesitate in 
the present case, for certainly our inclination is altogether 
in favour of reserve. In speaking therefore, let it not be 
supposed that we assail our neighbours’ delusions with- 
out remorse. On the contrary we would fain leave them 
unmolested, for life is not so rich in beatitudes that it can 
afford to be robbed of the complacence attending credulity. 
But there is no longer any choice. ‘The evils of the mis- 
conception we are about to describe had once a chance at 
lenst of qualification: now they are totally inevitable. 
A deception of the most ruthless description is being daily 
practiced in our midst, and it scarcely seems honest to 
keep silence through fear of dispelling heresies which have 
proved very comfortable to their disciples and are still 
proving highly profitable to their promoters. 

The victims of this deception to whom we would par- 
ticularly address ourselves are tourists. Their case seems 
at once most pitiable and most inexplicable. For it is to 
be presumed that they came here with at least some frag- 
ment of purpose. They have included Japan in their pil- 
grimage for the sake of the interest that attaches to its 
art not less than to its history, and as no general rule 
they must have determined beforehand whether or not 
they will carry off any tangible reminiscences of what 
they see. Indeed that they do so determine, it would be 
inpertinent to doubt, while the prevalent nature of their 
resolve is pretty well indicated by the first question we 
put to them ourselves after the usual interchange of greet- 
ings :—“ Have you bonght many curios?” Buyers they 
are to a greater or less degree with scarcely any exception, 
and it were preposterous to suppose that their acquisitive 
propensities are entirely accidental. Coming as they believe 
to the very source and fountain hend of all the bric-a-brac 
streams that have flowed incessantly westward during the 
last ten years, they cannot but expect to find something 
better than the bazaars of London or Paris provide, and 
yet there is ample reason to doubt whether they take the 
smallest trouble to ascertain beforehand what the resources 
of those bazaars actually are. At any rate they almost 
invariably cary away collections of articles very much 
inferior in quality to those they might have found at home, 
and considerably more expensive. It is for these reasons 
that we have called theix case inexplicable, since while 
deliberately engaging in so expensive a hobby ns curio 
collecting, they apparently eschew all attempts to qualify 
themselves for its successful pursuit. ‘This remark is not 
of course intended to apply to tourists alone. We who 
live here are equally victimized and not less illogical in 
our conduct, but ow malady, when it is not beyond the 
reach of remedy, ig generally soon cured. We have time 
to discover owr mistake and friends who are not backward 
in pointing it out, sv that our case, though sufficiently 
deplorable, is not hopeless. ‘Lhe tourist on the contrary 
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is generally ina hurry and moreover sellom sees any 
reason for deliberation. He is on the spot, has a well- 
furnished purse, and must be ready to start by a certain 
mail; conditions not very compatible with patience and 
reflection. Perhaps too he has studied books with preten- 
sions that amply justify his independence: Jacquemart, 
whose classification of Chinese, Corean and Japanese 
wares is a delightful compound of enthusiasm and ignor- 
ance; Hoffman, who deems it superfluous to make any 
distinction between porcelain, pottery and faience, or 
Mesars. Audsley and Bowes, who by the aid of splendidly 
executed chromo-lithographs and engravings, have done 
more to propagate mischievous delusions than any other 
writers on the same subject. With such guides the 
tourist may well err, but there are other and graver sources 
of mischief, and of these perhaps the most serious is his 
first purchase. It is not that he squanders his money or 
that he becomes possessed of something worthless, but 
that in nine cases out of ten he buys on the strength of his 
own judgment and so renders useful counsel inaccessible 
in the future. For his friends will neither tell him the 
true value of his acquisition, nor even point out what is 
really good lest the comparison offend. ‘If that’s the 
sort of thing he wants, it can be had without our help,” 
they say, and so in the end the buyer is left to the guid- 
ance of—his curio merchant; a man of whom it may be 
truly said, that beyond a certain sympathetic experience 
which enables him to detect evidences of doctoring, he 
has no accurate knowledge whatsoever of the wares 
he yvends; who applies to his counterfeits and teaches 
his customer to trust tests having reference to charac- 
teristics that do not exist at all in the originals, and 
who to this crass ignorance adds a condition of moral 
obliquity almost without parallel in any other class of 
dealers. It is scarcely necessary to say that these 
accusations do not refer to the whole class of curio vendors. 
A small fraction of their numbers are honest and a very 
much smaller fraction, expert, but of the pedlar section, and 
above all of those that haunt hotels, no possible denuncia- 
tion were hyperbolical. Brett Hart's ‘‘ Heathen Chinee” 
was a child to them. Asa rule their first step is to purchase 
the right of ingress and egress by an ample douceur to the 
domestics, taking care at the same time to obtain all 
possible information as to the social position, previous 
transactions, predelictions and probable movements of 
their intended victim. ‘They are never the owners of the 
articles they exhibit, but only paid hucksters, receiving a 
percentage on whatever they sell and fobbing everything 
they can realize above fixed prices, and thus, wolike the 
too scrupulous shopman of whom Herbert Spencer tells us, 
they have Icarned to lie as though they thoroughly 
believed their own statements. Admitted to the tourists’ 
chambers, their first care is to examine diligently whether 
any compatriot has preceded them, aud here they are so 
well versed in the ways of their craft, that they can 
generally tell at a glance, not only where any particular 
article has been purchased, but also the approximate 
price asked and given for it, nay even the very story that 
was concocted to exalt its antecedents. It very rarely 
happens that they have a rival, for however ruthless 
towards their customers, they are lavish of mutual 
concession among themselves, and the cost of a temporary 
monopoly in any particular case is not execessive. But if 
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by some clinnce ins come upon the tracks of an 
interloper, their diplomacy is exquisite. ‘They will 
admire and laud everything in the neighbourhood of the 
article he has sold you, but persistently iguore the thing it- 
self, until presscd to give an opinion. Theu, indeed, after a 
vast show of reluctance they will tell you that they have 
seen it before; that it has been in the market for many 
a month; that it was bought some time ago by a 
traveller but returned after careful examination, and 
finally that they had it originally in their own 
possession, but were obliged to get rid of it for n song 
as perfectly unsnleable. All this they will disclose 
gradually, taking care not to cause you too much chagrin, 
and if they find you a ready listener, they will point out 
defects, palpable enough indeed but for all that hitherto 
undetected, illustrating them perhaps by similar flaws in 
some of their own wares, which they frankly confess to be 
common and worthless. Shonld it happen on the other 
hand that the scene being Yokohama, you show them 
something purchnsed in Kobe, or even at the shop of a 
coadjutor in the Main Street, they will probably without 
further parley, offer you four or five times what you have 
actually paid, and profess much disappointment at your 
refusal to deal. This is the most subtle device of all and 
at the same time the most generally effective. Let a man 
be evor so shrewd, he cannot choose but believe something 
of what he is told, more especially when it jumps with his 
mood to do so. He will not perhaps make his faith public 
till he finds himself quite beyond the range of refutation, 
but for all that, he cherishes the idea that he has made a 
bargain and “ when he goeth his way, then he rejoiceth.” 
It does not apparently occur to him to roflect that the 
dealers who have suffered themselves to be thus over- 
reached, make their livelihood by shrewdness ; that they 
are every day buying and selling articles similar to those 
they have go unaccountably under-estimated, and that the 
very pedlars who point out the error, offer almost identical 
wares for the same price. All such considerations are 
eclipsed by the single fact that a vase worth a hundred 
yen has come into his possession for twenty, and the 
immedtiate result is a sort of airy exaltation, an ecstatic 
self-complacency, incalculably valuable to the curio 
merchant. Ofcourse too this latter ‘ honey-suckle rascal” 
has his goods directly from a prince or daimiyo. That 
is nn essential item in his tale, and le may well expect to 
be credited, seeing that European dealers are sufficiently 
audacious to advertise a similar fiction, and old residents 
artless enough to believe them. To detnil these “ tricks 
of the trade’ were however a Sisyphean task, and would 
not much impede their success. What we desire to 
emphnsize is, not the fact that the curio merchant's 
repertoire of wiles is inexhaustible, but that his ability as 
an expert is absolutely nil. He has never seen any euch 
wares as he professes to sell, which is aftor all a not in- 
adequate explanation of his ignorance. Probably this state- 
ment may appear scarcely credible, but it is uevortheless 
absoluicly true ; always of course with the reservation, that 
it applies not to the wholo body of curio merchants, but to 
denizens of the smuller shops in foreign settlements, and 
ahoveo all to their itinerant agents. It would obviously be 
absurd to assert that there are no experts in the trade, 
but thoir total number may be estimated from tho fact, 
that in ull ‘Lokiyo there are only two, or nt most three, 
rewlly worthy of the name. 
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“Ts one then to ——— it will be asked, ‘ that 
knowing their customers’ desire to procure old and valua- 
ble specimens, these bric-a-brac vendors are so short-sight- 
ed as to furnish themsolves with new and worthless wares 
alone?” By no means. ‘There is another and a very 
much simpler reason for their conduct: inability. It 
would scarcely be an exaggeration to sny that the market 
is completely denuded of everything satisfying the accept- 
ed definition of a ourio, Porcelains, bronzes, ivories and 
so forth, of any age or any real worth to the connoisseur, 
no longer exist at all as articles of traffic, or if they do 
occasionally find their way into the dealers’ lrands, com- 
mand prices which make them inaccessible to any but the 
most wealthy merchants, and altogether disqualify them 
for purposes of common barter. If, for example, the 
tourist supposes that the huge plates und brilliantly de- 
corated bowls he buys for ten, twenty or thirty yen, are 
either old or in any sense rare, he must be prepared to 
almit that three or four years constitute antiquity, and 
that w monthly manufacture of hundreds upon hundreds 
is not incompatible with scarcity. Nay, if this alternative 
does not seem conclusive, we may add, that there is not 
at present, and has not been for twelve months, in any 
shop in Tokiyo, a large plate or dish of genuine old Imari. 
Small pieces indeed are occasionally to be found, but the 
value set upon itis out of all reason, nnd they are eagerly 
sought after by Japanese amateurs, whose appreciation of 
such things is very much keener than our own. If this 
be true of Imari, Japan's staple ware, what shall we say 
of Satsuina, a faionce that has only begun to be produced 
in any quantity during the last fifteen years? Simply 
this ; that not more than three or four genuine specimens 
find their way into the market each year—tiny pieces, 
cups, incense holders or miniature censers—whose appear- 
ance nevertheless creates in bric-a-brac circles a commo- 
tion not unlike that produced in the astronomical world by 
a transit of Venus or the discovery of an asteroid. Does 
anybody believe that he can go into acurio shop and procure 
an old specimen of this ware whenever he pleases? He 
might as well look for the Kohinoor in the tub of Dioge- 
nes, or the Portland vase in a Maori Kriial. Satsuma has 
always been the most valued and the least plentiful of 
Japan’s keramic productions. Not such a faience as that 
manufnctured wholesale to-day, when crudenesa of pate 
and innumerable “ solutions of continuity” in the glaze ure 
matters of no moment, provided only there be a sufficient 
profusion of gaud and ornature in the decoration. Such 
blemishes did not exist in the pottery of the past, and 
their absence was due to two causes; first, that all the 
processes of manufacture were infinitely superior in point 
of care and skill to anything compatible with modern con- 
ditions, and second, that the ontcome of the workshops in 
Sasshiu, being destined entirely for private use, anything 
like a flaw or fault immediately necessitated the destruc- 
tion of the piece in which it occurred. The lustrous, 
ivory-like glaze, hard well-fired p&te, and marvellously fic, 
uniform crackle, that distinguish the old Satsuma faiencc, 
seem to be tours de force entirely beyond the capabilities 
of modern workmen. It is not, as some people supposo, 
& mere point of age that gives value ton picce of Japanese 
pottery or porcelain. Whiether in the cimployment of clay 
seasoned and manipulated with incredible caro, or in the 
use of gluzing materials that required years for their pre- 
paration, or in the application of pure and brilliant vitri- 
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fiable cnamels instead of crnde dauby pigments, the wares 
of the past are incomparably ‘superior to those of the pre- 
sent. ‘lhe distinction is of paramount importance, but 
its discussion would evidently lead us quite beyond our 
limits. Indeed we have only noticed it here for the sake 
of emphasizing our assertion, that the Keramic specimens 
offered for sale to-day nre neither what they profess to be, 
nor cau by any means be made to do duty for such. ‘Their 
Acquisition can only entail one issue for inexperienced 
purchasers—disappointment and disgust. 
(Zo be continued.) 
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THE LAST PROSECUTION OF NIHILISTS. 
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HE esseutinl difference between this trial nnd those 
preceding it lies in the fact, that in all the Intter the 
Nihilists were charged with a single crime only, whereas in 
the former, thoy are brought to the bar, indicted with 
having perpetrated a series of complicated crimes. The 
principal points of the necuantions refer :—Jst to the mur- 
der of Prince Krapotkin, 2nd to the attumpt made hy 
Solowiew on the life of the Emperor, 3rd to three other 
attempts on the life of the Czar by the undermining of the 
railroads near Alexandrowskoje, Odessa and Moscow, and 
4th to the dreadful attempt at the Wintor-paluce. Sixteen 
persons, among them two women, are detained in custody, 
Here it must be observed that many others, especially a 
number of wonen, have not been arrested, althongh proved 
guilty either by the depositions of their nccomplices or by 
other circumstances. Othera, as Solowiew, have alrendy 
expinted their crime on the gallows. ‘These sixteen in- 
dictees, of whom we can say that they are implicated in 
almost all the crimes of the Nihilists, as well aa being the 
leaders of this secret longue, form a motley and singular 
society. Workmen, disgraced students, one physicinn and 
eight persons without any employment, all aged from 22 to 
30 years. ‘Their religious faiths too are no less varied than 
their social positions. Two profess no creed, one is an 
atheist, another declnres himself to belony to the suctalistic- 
rerolutionary-religion, two nro Jeice, und the rest orthodo-res. 
The xecused were first examined for the murder of Prince 
Krapotkin, According to the indictment, all the informa- 
tion was obtained from a certain Goldenberg, who was the 
leader of the whole conspirncy, but who had meanwhile 
died in prison. Two of the necused demnnded to see the 
certifieuate of Goldenberg’s death, but the Court refused to 
graut their request. The description of the preparations 
for this crime as set forth in impeachment is very remark- 
able. Not less than ten people, including two women, met 
in different places, travelled, borrowed money, and, under 
many assumed uamesand carrying with them various forged 
doctunenta, continually changed their residences and quietly 
planned the murder of Prince Krapotkin. According to the 
indictmont all confessed their crimes more or less directly 
and corroborated the statements made by the late Goliden- 
berg. ‘The latter was the assassin who shot the Prince, 
and in this crime he was xssisted by a certain Kobiljanski, 
who also took part in all the succeding crimes. Both 
escnped nt first, but were afterwards arrested. 

Tt seems that the success of this murder filled Golden- 
berg with akind of exultation. He directly went from 
Charkuw to Petersburg aud there, with a nauber of 
companions, ngitated the assassination of the Emperor. 
It wax Solowiew who undertook to make the attempt ani 
who has si:ce paid the penalty of his crime with his life. 
Bue he did not betray his xccomplices ; and it was not un- 
til the confession of Goldenberg that light was throwu on 
that dark conspiracy. Six of the fraternity deliberated on 
the expediency of murdering the Czar, and as the others 
assuntal, they proceed to arrange the detaila—Goldenberg 
offered his services nnd was urgent for their neceptance ; 
hut in view of the ſnet that he wasn Jew, and therofore 
very unlikely to make any considerable Impression on the 
mind of the Russian people, his offer was declined —Kobil- 
Juuski, n Pole, who also nxpired to the honour of becoming 
the [mperor’s murder, was likewise rejected on account of 
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vices at lenst to help Solowiew, and it was only aſtot Solu- 
wiew had proved himself on the rifle-range of the Semenow 
Cunrda, to be a skillful shot, that Goldenberg withdrew the 
offer of his help. ‘This withdrawal was probably the menns 
of saving the Kinperor’s life, for at Charkow Goldenberg 
also had proved himself to be a good marksman. 

The failure of Solowiew's atlempt did not discourage the 
Nihilists. On tho contrary at « meeting of fifteen membors 
of the society held at Lipzek two months afterwards, they 
determined to reorganize their party on » surer basis, and 
to renew the attempt on the life of the Cenr by means of 
dynamite, Goldenberg aguin bore a prominent part at this 
meeting, and distinguished himself by special zeal. The 
programe read as follows: Organization of a systemati- 
cal terrorism iu threo forms; (Form A) Destruction of 
persons directly peruicions to the party, whether belonging 
to the Government or in private positions, (Form B) Ven- 
genuee on high officers of tle Govornment for their repres- 
sive orders. (Form C) Assassination of all persons whose 
death might contribute to the importance of the society. 

It must be acknowledged, that the members of this so- 
ciety set themselves to work with a resolution worthy of a 
better cause, They determined to undermine the railway 
at three points in order to secaro the success of their at- 
tempt. In pursuance of this project charges of dynamite 
were laid at Alexandrowskoje and Odessa. As the Im- 
perial train passed, the first charge was fired, but it failed 
to explode. The train waa therefore saved, and the passen- 
gers did not know the awful peril to which they had been 
exposed. ‘l'ichonow, Boris and Okladski had been entrust- 
ed with the conduct of this attempt and when they saw 
tho failure, they immediately carricd their instruments 
ete., to the house of one of their friends, a student of 
the technical schools, leaving the conductor, however, in 
the earth, where it was afterwards discovered. The mine 
at Odesea was made with the hope, that the Emperor would 
make a trip thero from Livadia, but as he did not go, this 
nttompt also proved abortive. Many of the accomplices in 
these affuirs aro still unknown but others, especially the 
lenders, are in custody. 

The time when the Nihilists made these attempts with 
dynamite may he called the most active of their conspiracies. 
‘T'wo mines having missed they looked with increased aux- 
iety for tho success of the one nt Moscow, which had been 
constructed with special care. 

The particulars of this last attempt are generally known, 
as also the frnitiexs representations made by the Russian 
Government to obtain from France Hartmann's extradition, 
As the indictinent claimed that Suchomkow—Hartinann— 
was one of the principal accomplices in the crime, it is very 
dificult to understand, on what grounds his extradition was 
refused in spite of all the depositions and documents handed 
in. It is an interesting incident that when the mine at 
Moscow was ready, the conspirators (ten persons) suddenly 
fancied their dynamite would not be sufficient to produce 4 
thoroughly destructive explosion. ‘Thay lind expectod a 
quantity of this material from abroad, bat as it did not ar- 
rive, they decided to carry that lying in the mine at Odessa 
to Moscow, az it was now certnin that the Emperor would 
not visit the former place. Goldenberg, who also was con- 
corned in this nffair, went to Odessa, received there the 
dynamite and certain monies, but in returning was arrested 
at Elisnbethgrad. It was from him that thea Government 
obtained the most important information concerning the 
erimes and their authors, of whom six have not yet been ar- 
rested whilst the seventh, Hartinann, lives unmolested in 
Eugland. According to Shirjajew's deposition Hartmann, 
who understood the preparation of dynuuite, had a small 
lnboratory in whieh he produced this deadly explosive. He 
worked fourth months and manufnetured about 100 kilo- 
grammes, ‘The mine was fired by Schiriujew whilst a 
woman, by name Perowska, observed tho approaching train 
and signalled to him, 

It thus appears that these attempts were not tho work of 
a single person, but ofa xociety, and as the same names— 
those of Goldenbery, Shirjnjew, Kwiatowski, Perowska, 
ete, alinast always appear, we may assert, that all those 
crimes were perpetrated by n murderous lengue composed of 
a few persons only, whilst the participation of the majority 
of the Nihilists appears uncertain. It appears that a band of 


his nationality, and at last Solowiew was chosen as the | terrorists separated themselves from the Nilulists or formed 
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Google 


But Goldenberg still pressed Lis ser-}an independent branch. 
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RIUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 





Lonvow, 14th February, 1881. 


London, 3:d Fobruary.—After a sitting lasting for forty- 
cight hours, the Speaker stopped the debate. 

The House of Commons assented to the introduction of a 
Ministerial Coercion Bill, when the Home Rule Members 
lett en masee. The House then read the Bill the lirst time, 
and the debate on the second reading began an hour after- 
wards, 

4th Febrnary.— Mr. Parnell and the Home Rulors were 
expelled the House for obstructive proceedings, nud there 
was an unexampled tumultuous scene in the Commons. 

5th Febrauary.—The House ngreed without division by a 


majority of three-fourths of the members to a resolu tion on | 


the motion of Mr. Gladstone giving the Speaker complete 
control over the proceedings. 

It was agreed to adjourn the debate as to coercive 
measures. 

The Boers have beon defeated with heavy loss, but with 
a loss to the British in killed and wounded of ono hundred 
aud fifty. 

The House of Cominons hans read n second time the Bill 
for Coercion. 
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LATE INDIA ‘TELEGRAMS. 








Calcutta, January 14th.—A telegram from Kandahar receiv- 
ed in Calcutta on the 13th instant, reports that there is still 
considerable uneusiness in the ‘rans-Helmaud districts. A 
baud of men in the Molhmund Pass are stopping and robbing 
caravans, aud the road between Garmsir and Shorawak is also 
infested with robbers. In consequence supplies ure not com- 
ing in us freely as before. Ishak Klan, Hashim Khan's bro- 
ther, is said to have written to the Awjais of Zamindawar not 
to obey the Governor appointed by the English at Girishk as 
he himself was shortly coming to their country. ‘The Awjnis 
replied that if he came they would send him prisoner to 

abar as they did not wish for 2 visit fron British troops. 

The graves on the battle field at Maiwand have been 
repaired. 

Generni Hume held a parade of all the troops in the gar- 
rison yesterday ; nine regiments of infantry, one cavalry and 
four batteries of artillery. 

Suiall caravans continue to arrive from Herat but none from 
Cabul, whence there is cousequently no news, 

The price of whent has slightly Fallen, but forage and grain 
remains stendy. 

The weather is still bright and cold. 

The report published in the Cici! aul Military Gazette of 
January the 11th, that Hashim Khan and Ilassan Khan have 
captured Maimunel Las heen for somo time current, but is not 
confirmed by inquiry from best available souces of information. 
Hashim Khan is positively stated to be still in the neighbour- 
hood of Furrah. 

Jan. 15.—It is understood that Sir Steward C. Bayley, K. 
O. S. L., Chie€ Commissioner of Assam, will succeed Sir R. 
Meade us Resident at Hyderabad when the latter retires in 
April next, 

January 16th—The general substance of intelligence receiv- 
ed from Kandahar to January 15th, shows that the districts on 
the Helmund and beyond the river in Zemindawar, are being 
disturbed by the movement of various bands of men who rob 
caravans, infest the rornds and endeavour to hinder the import 
into Kandahar of supplies for our troops there. ‘This causes a 
feeling of uneasiness and uncertainty whibli may be expected 
to incronse as the news published by Reuter's teleyram of the 
intention of the British Government not to remain nt Kanda- 
har becomes widely known through the country. These dis- 
turbances might thus affect materially the regular influx of 
supplies from 2 part of the country whence we have been rece- 
iving considerable quantities, and where we have depots wnd 
where friendly sirdars ave endeavouring to maintain some order 
and to prevent lawlessness one against the other, who are in- 
clined to assist the British forces by facilitating the collection 
of supplies and muintaining tranquillity require support. 
Gederul Hume is accordingly moving out to Muiwanud the 
following forces under the orders of General Wilkinson :— 
Vhirteenth Hussars and Pooua Horse, numbering 600 sabres, 
first Beluch Regiment. 400 bayonets, a mountain battery, and 
half 2 company of Sappers. 

Heliographic and postal commiutuications should be at once 
established over the 38 miles distance from Kandohor, aud a 
strong post Will be esutlished as a counecting link. Where 
will be a de:achment at inowkeran, 

From Kabul there is no authentic news of importance. 

‘here has been an insurrection of Shekh Ali tribe, a Hazara 
tribe towards Gharband and Bamin on the Hills north west of 
Kabul, which is giving the Amir some local trouble. 
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Sir R. Sandeinan hus effected xn complicte settlement with the 
Marri tribe against whom General Macgregor'’s expedition was 
directed ; the whole tribe has now submitted to the penalties 
imposed for their raid upon the British convoy, 

Allahabad, Jan, 14.—The greatest break at. billiards made 
in India, was accomplished at Calcutta on Inst Wednesday 
nighe in « game of 750 up by Roberts, who bent Cook by 246, 
running ou’ with an unfiuished break of 522 including 147 
spots, 

Pith Viceroy is fast regaining slrength ; the change to Calcut- 
ta had no all effect. 

Aberigh Mackay, more famous us Ali Baba, dicd of tetanus 
nt Indore on Wednesday last. He was quite well and playing 
lawn tennis on Saturday, but on Sunday symptoms of lockjauw 
was observed, and though every medical aid was afforded the 
dixense avercame all remedies, 

Allahabad, Jau, 15.—Au Emissory from Ayub Khan ispro- 
ceeding to Kandahar to interview Colonel St. Jobln. 

Major White, the Viceroy's Military Secretary, hus applied 
for Jenve to proceed to the Cape with the 92nd Highlanders, 
but it hus been decided that ho could not be spared. 

The statement is inaccurate that Sirdar Wali Mahomed is to 
received three Inkhs from Government as # solatium for not 
being appointed Governor of Kurram, or Khost, which post is 
The simple explanation is 
that, tho Sirdar lent General Roberts, us representative of the 
Indian Government in Cabul, li:tle over five Inkhs, chiefly in 
tillahs and these are now being repaid to him. 

Jan. 17.—with reference to the threatened disturbances in 
the Jaipore Ageucy, Madras Presidency, information has been 
recvived that all cause of uneasiness is believed to have been 


removed without bloodshed, and before the arrival of reinfor- 
cements. 
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JAPANESE ITEMS. 





[The fullowing Notes on various Japanese matters are chietly 


derived from the native papers, occastonally Hi apie from 
original sources of information, and are carefull 
etlited, so as make them readable and intellivible. ] 


y collated and 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 


The Mainicht Shinbua states that Lientenaut General Shijo 
has been promoted to tho rank of General and appointed Sena- 
tor; Mr. Sekiguchi, Governor of Yamaguchi Aen, las been 
promoted to Senator, aud Mv. Hara, theo chief secretary of Hivgo 
Kea, succeeds him. 

The same paper states us a rumour, that some important 
foreign affair is now occupying the attention of the Cabinet 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Sanjo, 
the Prime Ministor, accompanied by Alr. Yoshikawa, the As- 
sistant Vice-Minister of the Foreign Department, visited the 
Eastern Admiralty Office nt Yokohama last Monday by the 
twelve v'clock train. Anotler papor says that on his arrival he 
paid a visit to one of the Russian men-uf-war now in the 
harbour. 

A vernacular governor stutes that His Majesty the Emperor 
was to proceed to the Hibiya parade gronnd Inst Tuesday to 
witnoss the disbandment of those soldiers attached to the Im- 
perinl Quurd whose terms of military service have expired. 
Also, as formerly announced, His Majesty was to go to Oji 
and the neighbourhood on the 18th instant, to wituess some 
rabbit hunting. 

The anmo paper says that mauy telegrams have lately beon 
received by the authoritics from Mr. Inouye, Chief Secretary 
at Pekiug. 

A native paper announces that, as was formerly rumoured, 
the Regulations for the Local Assemblies, and those for the 
Local Taxes have been altered and greatly added to. 

The VMainicht Shinbun stutes that Their Imperial Highnesses 
Arisugawa-no-Miya,  Higashi-lP'ushimi-no- Miya, Fushimi-no- 
Miya, Yamashina-no-Miya, and Their Excellencics Okuma, and 
Snigo, Privy Councillors, Yauimo, MLinisier of the Public Works 
Department, Ineuye, Minister of the Foroigu Department, 
and the British aud Italian Representatives, all left Tokio for 
Yokohania by the 9.15 train on Tuesday morning, to visit the 
Russian nun-of-war rice. A hospital. entertaimnent was 
xiven on board and the party returned to Tokio by the 


PDS pos. frain. 


‘Lhe Choga Shinbua contains the following :—" It is said to 
have been rumoured two or three days ago that Mr. Shishizlo, 
our Minister at Veking, has already left that city and arvived at 
Shanghai, but we think this must be a false report.” 
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Another native paper says that the Postal Regulations for 
this year, which have just been issued, contain only a few minor 
changes. ‘Those for next year, however, will be greatly altered 
and increased, and the draft alterations have been under 
deliberation in the General Post Office since January last. 

We learn from the same source that Mr. Kawase, Superinten- 
dent of the Commercial Bureau, have been despatched on the 
province of Shinano, on{some official business, 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that Their Excellencies Iwakura, 
Assistant Prime Minister, General Saigo, Yamada, and Vnmao, 
Ministers of the War and Public Works Departments respec- 
tively, and several other leading naval and military officials 
went to Yokohama on the morning of the 10th instant and 
thence, accompanied by Port Admiral Nakamuda, visited one of 
the Russian men-of-war in the harbour, where an entertain- 
ment was given. The party returned to the capital at nbout 
five o’clock in the afternvon. 

The same paper aays: —There is a rumour abroad, probably 
trustworthy, that Mr. Matsuda, Governor of Tokio 
fu, will be promoted to a very high office in tho Home Depart- 
ment, and that Mr. Sekiguchi Governor of Ynmaguchi ken, 
will succeed him in his present position. 

We learn from the xame source that His Excellency Privy 
Councillor Ito a few days ago summoned, to his private 
residence, Mr. Kinashi, a second secretary of the Home De- 
partment, who resided at the port of Nawa, Okinawa ken 
(Loochoo) some years ago, us Commissioner for that depart- 
ment, and enquired into the state of affuirs in that island since 
Okinawa ken las been established. ‘lhe paper states that the 
secretary gave a moxt lucid description of the goneral condi- 
tion of the prefecture. 

A paper native says that General Saigo, and Oyama, and Ad- 
minds Kawamura, and Enomoto, visited His Ex. Inouye, 
Minister of the Foreign Department, at his private residence 
on the 16th instant at 6 pam. and had a conference which lasted 
till eight o'clock at night. 

We learn from the xame paper that Mr. Sugi, Vice-Minister 
of the Imperial Household Department, went on some urgent 
official business to the Russian Legation onthe 17th instant 
at nbout 1.30 p. in. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that General Saigo went from 
Tokio to Yokohama on Thursday morning, and visited one of 
the Russian men-of-war in the harbour. He retarned to the 
Capital the same afternoon. 

The same paper states that His Excellency Inouye, Minister 
of Foreign Affuira, visited His Excellency Iwakura, Asustant 
Prime Minister, on the afternoon of the 16th instant aud ex- 
plained to the latter the subjects on which several conferences 
were lately held by General Saigo and Oyama, and Admirals 
Kawamura and Enomoto. 

A native journal publishes the rumour that General Oyama, 
Minister o€ War, will be appointed Envoy Extraordinary aud 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Frauce. General Tani ig named as 
his successur. 

It is stated in another vernacular paper that Mr. ‘Takahashi, 
Superintendent of the Custom House at Kobe, accompanied by 
n subordinate, came to the Capital by the Zakasayo Maru, 
which arrived at Yokohama on ‘Chursday morning. Mr. Goto 
Shojiro, the director of the Coal Company at Nagasaki, also 
arrived by the same slenmer. 

‘The same paper says :—In the National Exhibition office, H. 
L H. Kita Shirakawa-no-BMiya, the Chief Commissivner, and 
about 80 other officials connected with the Exhibition, beld a 
meeting on ‘Uhusday afternoon. It is said that while the Ex- 
hibition is opened na temporary branch telegraph oftice will be 
established on the premises, and both official and private 
communications will be sent at the same rates as at other 
branches, but thas only telegrams addressed to the Exhibition, 
or to exhibitors holding stalls, will be received From outside. 


N AVA L, AND Al ILA RY. 


We learn from a native source thatat alocaliiy which is not 
known yet, but which is said to be in one of the prefectures 
nearto the capital asham fight will be held by the troops next 
April, aud that His Majesty the Emperor will be present. 
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< The Mainichi Shinbun suys that Geueral Yamngata, and se- 
vernal other Generals, held a special meeting on same days ago 
in the Naval and Military section of the Daijokican. It, is 
rumoured that in tho anid section the total number of both 
soldiers and sailors is beingoroug thhly examined. 

Vho Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that of the three torpedo 
boals, which were purchased abroad by the Naval Departinent, 
and shipped out in sections, one was put together Inst year, and 
another one will shortly be got in order. 

A nutive paper states that the firm of Messrs, Okura 
& Co. soma time ayo applied to the Arsenal that the obsolete 
rifles aud other useless weapons now stored there should be 
sold. ‘I'he application was received and acknowledged, and it 
was reported privately that permission would be granted. 
However. owing presuinably to some change of opinion, answer 
has recently been returned refusing the request. The paper 
we quote asks if this is owing to the authorities deeming it 
necessary to take precautions. 

The same paper informs us that fifty of the naval cadets in 
the Naval College, who are shortly to graduate, will be des- 
patched by either the Kankokwan oc the Seltsukicun, now in 
Yokosuka, for the China seas, on a cruise of instruction. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that the loth inst. being the 
fourth anuniversity of the establishment of the Aaikoxha (the 
Military Society) the members held a general meeting and 
entertainment. More than 200 guests, consisting of Generals, 
Colonels, Lieutenants, other military officers and foreigners 
were present. H. I. H. Arisuyawa-no-Miya, Field Marshal, 
and President of the society, owing to unavoidablo crcumstunces 
could not attend, but sent an address congratulating the 
members on the occasion. 

Another native paper informs us that great reforms are 
shortly to be made iu tho navy. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

We learn from a vernacular , aper that in the Okinawa Aven 
(Loochoo) Jacquer trees were planted in former times in 
great munbers, but that the treatment of the sap produced bus 
never been a success. To remedy this, and make the business 
pay, several skilled workinen have now been engaged from 
Osnka. 

A uative paper says that in the Yokohunim bourse paper 
shews n furtber downward tendency and seems to depreciate 
more and more. ‘The I1th inst. morning the uarket opened at 
174.5, but soon fell to 175.3. At noon it receded to 175.2. 
This sudden depreciation is sd to be owing to tho fact that 
the Mitsui Bank has been recently making purchases of silver 
to the amounts of many thousands of yen daily. Consequontly 
the quotations of paper against specic of various kinds have 
fullon 3 yen, as follows. For 100 new gold coins, 192.30 ; for 
Niboos 206 ; for Irhiboos, 224.30: for Sakura, 146.50 ; for Zsshus, 
207.50, and for the uew subsidiary silver coins 147, 

We learn from the sume paper that in Yokohnuma 
foreign cotton yarn, although there is no change in price, 
lias resumed a rather active condition. Deliveries from 
foreign firms are pretty numerous, and cousiguments to vit- 
rious provinces are curried on, on asinall scale. On the 10th 
instant, over 10,000 bags of sugar arrived by the German 
schooner the Lane Wickhorst, from Takao, This commodity 
fallenin price lately, as buyers will not effect purchasers at rates 
over $4.00 to $4.60 per picul, and therefore we learn from Chi- 
nese Lhut the consignment will prove a great loss. 

A vernucular journal states that the sugar mannafacturers 
in Shikoku, Kiushin, Chagoku, and Tokai, intend holding 
meetings in Osaka for one week, begiuing on the Ist March 
next, with a view te exchange ideas for improvement of the 
manufacture of sugar. Two subordinate officials from the 
Agricultural Bureau have been despatched to attend the meeting. 
It is said that this mecting is to be held yearly in future. 

The same paper says that the woollen cloth manufactured 
in the Senju factury has so improved in quality, that itis found 
to be belter for use than that now gmported, and therefore it 
is said to have been decided in the Naval Department that the 
clothes of the aatlors will be uade of that clotin, instead of the 
imported cloth which has hitherto been employed, 
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We read in another paper that Mr. Nishikuwa Hajime, 
President of the Osaka Fu Assembly, intends to establish an 
iron factory with the view of manufacturing the iron pipes to 
be used for the proposed nqueduct in Osaka. It is said that the 
expenses for the construction of the aqneduct will be rnised by 
private subscription. 

‘The same paper says that the anthorities of the Okinawa Len 
( Looclino) intend to establish a cotton factory there, and that 
an official has been sent to Osaka to purchase the necessary 
machinery. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says, that with the view of teach- 
ing the silkworm industry to the military settlera in the Hok- 
kaido, several proficients, with all necessary implements, are to 
be shortly sent thither from the capital. 

One of the native local journals informs us that the Yoko- 
hama Native Chamber of Commerce intends shortly to publish 
a market report, to be entitled the Sola Shinbun. 

The same paper announces that in Yokohama ten lias 
become slightly active, and prices have wulvanced three yen asx 
coupnred with what they were ono or two mouths ayo. Superior 
grades are mostly sold, but stocks are very small and arrivals 
are also few. There is no appreciably activity in silk. Iu 
foreign cotton yarn, although prices are unchauyed, but little 
has been done, both buyers and sellers waiting for favourable 
terms. Consignments to the interior provinces are small, owing, 
as formorly stated, to the observance of the New year holi- 
days there according to the old style. Deliveries from foreign 
firms are slightly delayed, in consequence of the unsettled state 
of kinsatzt. 

The Jfochi Shinbun informs us that the specie and bullion 
received by the Branch of the Mint in the Fiunnco Depurt- 
ment, from February to December (inclusive) lust year, 
amounted to a totul of 321,409.61 oz. 

It is stated in another paper that with a view to develop 
the production of various kinds of woods, 2 competitive exhibi- 
tion of wooden wares will shortly be opened at Tokio, by 
authority. The puper we quote from considers that this will 
cerlainly have good effects. It is nlso announced that another 
competitive exhibition o£ cereus, tobacco, and rape seed, will 
be opened in the Capital from the Ist February to the 3Uth 
Murch, next year, the regulations fur which are already 
being divcuwed. As soun as the draft has been compiled it 
will be furwarded to the Daijukicun by the Home aud Finance 
Ministers, and will be published Jater on. 

We take the following from the Nichi Nichi Shinbun :—* The 
Corean Governmont, with a view of developing the mining in- 
industry, and benefitting commerce, bas communicated to our 
authorities that it wishes to employ Mr. Kauosugi Kamesaburo, 
a xhizoku of the prefecture of Shigu, who is well known to the 
public for his proficiency in the science of mining. Corea hus sent 
an order for all the machines and inplements necessary for that 
industry to Otani Ihei, a merchant at Kura-ato-machi, Osuka. 
Lately many boxes of sulphuric acid have been sent from the 
Osaka Mint to Geusunshin, Coren. This is said to be owing to 
the fact that Alr. Hasegawa, an merchant ‘who has sume con- 
nection with the Mint, has opened a Riusan Kaisha (sul- 
phuric acid shop) at that port, with a view to crente a markot 
for the ucid aud other similar commodities manufactured iu 
Japan.” 

The same paper says that, when several privy councillors 
were at Atami lately, they used to hold variuys conferences, as 
is well known. It is suid now that, owing to a proposal made 
by a wealthy merchant from Osaka, who was staying at Atnuii 
at that time, the seheme was discussed of establishing another 
specie bank, with the capital vf 5,000,U00 yen. under the 
protection of the government. 

Another paper says that by mutual consent of the several 
wealthy merchants, 2 Chamber of Commerce has been estab- 
lixhed at Matsumoto, in the prefecture of Nagano, ‘Che opening 
ceremony was held on the 30th ult., when about 200 guests, 
consisting of the local government and district officials, the 
editors of the local pupers, and many others, were present. 

It is said in the same paper that fifteen enterprising men in 
Yoichi-gori, Shiribeshi province, Uokkaide, have lately fur- 
warded to the authorities a sum of 36,400 yen, requesting that 


Google 


a telegraph line may be constructed between tlint place and 
Oturu, the distance being 6 ri. The awount they send is to be 
used towards defraying part of the expenses. ‘They expect 
that their application wjll be favourably received. 

It ix stated in a local native jourual that Mr. Minami 
Teisuke, of the prefecture of Yamaguchi, who is now in the 
capital, liux projected a society under the uame of Aioyu 
Gikwai, composed of 150.000 persons of both sexex from any 
portion of the Empire. A subscription of one yex per lend is 
asked, with which works considered to be for the good of 
the country, can be commenced withont official aid. The 
scheme is founded on motives of patriotism ; the bye laws have 
already been drawn up, and our informant states that many 
high government officials and private gentlemen havo joined 
the society nlrendy. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that a brewer at Imalamura, 
Kawabe-gori, in the province of Settsu, with a view to ex- 
port Seishe (ordinary xaLé) on a grand senle, contemplates 
opening branch shops nat San Francixco, and Supporo, 
Hokkaido. He has sent an order to the Hiogo shipbuilding 
yard fur tho construction of three sailing vesvels on the foreign 
todel, which he will use as transports. 

We learn from the same source that several energetic men 
in Taumaki-murn, Gifugori, in the prefecture of Gifu, have 
decided to establish an carthenware factory under the name of 
Loseikiwainha, with a capitul o€ 10,000 yen, with un view to 
encournge the manufacture of this ware, which is one of the 
principal products of Japun. An npplication to the local 
authorities, for the necessary permission, was at once granted, 
and the factory is shortly to be opened. 

A native paper says that in Monuunye, Usugori, Hokkaido, 
sugar has lately been mauufactured from beetroot. Theo 
resulé was far betler than was expected, und an exniuina- 
tion of it has beon mule by the authorities. With a view to 
carry on the manufacture, a factory is shortly to the started. 

Tho same paper wriles a+ follows: “In the mines of Wani, 
and Tuuai, both in the prefecture of Akita, a yearly profit of 
about 50,000 ven has heen obtained since they becume govern- 
ment property, in the 8th year of Meiji (1875), but owing to 
the primitive methods employed the outturn was still small, ‘The 
yeur before last, therefore, n Geman wining professer was 
engaged on a monthly salary of 500 yen in the Wani mine, 
aud anotber German, on the same suary, in the Iunai mine, to 
tench improved styles. ‘The appropriations for these mines 
were 1,400,000, and 500,000 yen respectively, but latterly the 
sum of 230,000 you las been deducted from the former, and 
150,000 yen from the latter, Some days ugo Mr. Niwa, super- 
intendeut of the former mine, accompanied by the two German 
employéx arrived at the capital, it is said, to yivo some informa- 
tion to the government.” 

We learn from another source that several Chinnmen in Kobe 
have gone to Takashima in the province of Hizen lately and have 
purchased col there, which they shipped to Nagusaki, whence 
it was reshipped in steamers for Shanghai in considerable quan- 
tities. They have also purchased coal wheuever it has arrived 
at Kobe. ‘The paper asks if these purchases are made on 
nevounst o€ the recent trouble between their country and Russia. 

The following is taken from a native conlomporary : — 
“ Messrs, ‘Takada, Ofuruta, aud three other energetic men have 
established a weaving factory named the Aenshoku Aicaishe at 
Tamagawa-niura, Sunto-gori, Suudzuoka ken, and work has 
been in fall swing sincs Inst December. The origin of 
the establishment is said to be that although the silkworm 
industry has improved in Japan during the last four or five years 
the wenving industry is still in its infancy, and consequently 


all our silk is exported in cocoons. ‘This not only gives all the 
profit to fureiyn countries, but at the same time causes the 
reputation of our woven goods to disappear. ‘This isa deplorable 
mitter, and therefore the manufioture of them should 
be encouraged. With this view the factory is opened 
and. in order to have the female employés properly instructed 
wid to show the public the prosperity of the establishment in 
order to stimulate them indirectly in the matter, a nan of the Kat 
province, named Takimori Yohei, who is skillful in manufactur- 
ing various valuable stufts, has been engaged as instructor, 
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Also, in the manufacture of the exhibits to be shown in the 
competitive exhibition in that Aen, over 20 women are now 
employed. The factory is said to be far superior to any similar 
establishments.” 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that in the calico factory at 
Mitajiri, Suwo province, in the prefecture of Yamaguchi, which 
has been established with a capital of 60,000 yen, with a view 

‘to provide the unoccupicd shizohu with employment, 433 jo (one 
jo=ten feet) of stuff, 5.25 feet in width, is manufactured daily. 
Calculating the working days to be 300 during a year, the 
total amount manufactured annuully would be 129,600 jo. 
Estimating one foot to be 54 sex in price, the annual income is 
71,380 yer. Such being the fact, if the calico manufacturing 
industry be encouraged more and more the shizoku will, on the 
one hand, be provided with constant occupation, and on the 
other, imports will be checked to sume extent. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that for the construction of the 
Palace, which has heen postponed for a lony time, a special 
Committee has lately been appointed, in the Public Works 
Departinent, to enqnire into the number of acres required, 
and the plans &c., of construction. ‘he Audience Hall, which 
has been removed from the Akasaka palace to the Vishimuru, is, 
we learn, to be allowed to romain there without any change. 

Wo learn from native sources that the Zuchiqi Shinbun was 
suspended, by order, on the 9th iustant. 

We note in another vernacular journal that Mr. Sata Kniseki, 
who has before now cxpressed his great regret at the yearly 
increase of imports and the corresponding drain of specie, 
which have brought about a depreciation of the currency, las 
now established a society named the Accaikusha, and is rapidly 
enrolling members, Each one on joining pledges himself not to 
use auy imported wares, It is reported that General Kuroda 
and other high officials have already joined, as have also a large 
number of private individuals. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that great inconvenicnce is felt in 
the Okinawa Aca in consequence of tho Loochoo language 
being incomprehensible to the people of the miainland, but that 
ns it iy very difficult to mako the Loochooans understand 
Japanese properly, the Governor has ullowed some of his sub- 
ordinates to compile a book of dialogues in the Japanese and 
Loochooaun languayes. ‘This work, which i8 suid to be well 
drawn up and very intelligible, is divided into two volumes, 
and is now being issued thronghout the prefecture. 

A native paper informs us that the Aeinana-Wiodu- Keene (the 
United Society ut the south), which was some time ayo estnb- 
lished at Kochi, in the province of 'Yosa, las prospered greatly 
and the majority of the poople in the soveu districts of which 
the province consists, bave enrolled themselves. With a view 
to encourage the socicty more, nud t> unite together all the 
people in the province, (500,000 in utmuaber), se thas similar 
societies may becoure cslablished in every province throuzhout 
the Empire, and thus eunble people to inaugurate a private 
Nutioual Assembly, many energetic men have bestirred them- 
selves, and have elected committees fur cach of the seven 
districts, whose duties will be to endeavor to unite together the 
people in their respective districts in this cause. 

The same paper states :—Soine days ago the ceremony of con- 
ferring diplomas on the graduates in the Female Normal 
School was held in the premises of that institution. Dis 
Excellency Kono, Minister of the Educational Department ; 
Messrs. Kanda, and Nomura, Senators, and many others were 
present. Several addresses were delivered by the Minister of 
Education aud other officials counected with the school, and 
suitable replics and speeches were made by the female 
graduates. 

One o€ the Tokio vernacular journals informs us that, with 
& View to propagate Christianity more widely, it is said 
to have been decided that churches are to be esiablished in 
Various provinees in sh north-eastern part vf the mainland, at 
Sapporo and other eivié places inthe Hokkaide, and alvo in the 
islands of Hachijo, and Ogasawara-jima (Bonin). All the 
expenses are to be disbursed by the Clivistiau Assoviation. 

The Much Shindun says it was telegraphed to the autbori- 
tics from Hulkodate on the 14th instant, that the British sailing 
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vessel 21 /Lalross was wrecked off Totaumura, Awomori Ken, 
onthe Gth instant. Tho vessel was completely broken up, but 
fortunately no lives were lust. 

The Choya Shinbun states that several enterprising men in 
Ito, Kamogori, Idsu province, have agreed to construct a har- 
hour at their port, and have applied to the authorities for per- 
niission todo so ‘This has lately been granted, and therefore 
the work is to be undertaken shortly, ‘Chey are said to con- 
template making the harbour su deep that any large vessel cau 
entor freely, so that it will surpasse that of Shimoda or Shi- 
midsu. 

We take the following statistics from a ‘Tokio paper :— 
During the month of October last the deaths in Tokio were 
897 males, and 738 females; births 929 inales, 932 females; 
marriages 574, aud divorces 276. 

The Choya Shinbun publishes the following :— How is this ? 
Lately anonymous letters have been sent to four or five wealthy 
merchants residing in Ikenohata, Kayacho, and two or three 
Other streets in the Capital, couched in the following words :— 
‘We sball burn dowa your part of the capital in a few days, 
aud we therefore beg to inform you of our intention previously.’ 
This has cunsed great auxiety among residents, in theso days 
when incendiarism has been so frequent latcly, and they have 
couvoyed their furniture &c., into godowns, the openings of 
which have becn closed with clay so that lights are required 
inside even in day time. ‘I'be number of night watchmen has 
also has been greatly increased.” 

Another journal states that some time ago several doctors 
in the Capital, combined to established a medical socicty 
under the namo of Seiikwan, with a view o€ holding 
meetings every Wednesday, to deliberate on the various methods 
of medical treatment. Fivo or six weeks have barely elapsed, 
and yot numbers of other doctors have already joined this 
society, The uews has como to the cars of His Majesty the 
Emperor, and a sum of 200 yen was specially given to the 
society on the 12th instant, from the Imperial Household 
Departinent. 

The same paper announces that the Kumamoto Shinbun was 
suspended by the Home Minister on the 10th inst. 

We take the following extract, which removes any doubts 
that may have existed as to the frequency of fires this season 
being inn great meusure attributable to inceudiarism, from 
the Mainichi Shinbun:—* Iu Shiba Ku and its environs, repeated 
atlempts at incondliarisui have occurred recently, although for- 
tunately they have beou detected in time to render them compa- 
ratively harinless, This state o€ allnirs bas naturally caused much 
auxiely and alarm, and people dweliing there hardly folt safe in 
lying down to sleep at night. One night last week, however, some 
six or soven fires broke out in as many different places, in two 
ot three of which the incendiaries were captured before their 
designs wero fully matured. ‘They all proved to bo little 
boys of only eight or nine years of ago. On being asked why 
they did such a wicked action, without thinking of tho ter- 
rible distress il must caus to so many people, they all 
give the same explanation, ax follows :— Wo are not pleased 


if a fire takes place, but some men who had their faces masked® 
came and told us that they would give us some money Lo spend 

iE we would set fire to such and such houses, und as we wanted 

to have some money, we agreed.“ What abominable scoundrels 

these men are! fearing detection they usc these little boys, 

who are ignorant of consequences, ax their tools, We beg the 

police force in every station in the capital to exercise the greatest 

vigilance when patrolling the streets.” 








IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Tokto axp YOKOUAMA Srcrion, 


Statement of trallic receipts for the week endine Sunday 
13th February, 1581. l ending Sunday, 





Pusseongers, parcels, Ce. .................. Yen 9,252.20 
Merchundise, Ce. .............................. 5 969.90 
Total........... Yen 10.222, 10 
Miles opeu 18. 
Corresponding: wets mish year, 

Vassengers, parcels, KG. ................. Yen 0,707.67 
STO rchiiive, Ges (is, cctatestharedecoueaae 2 SULT 
OE Git cuts bieess Yen 7,601.84 


Miles open 18, 
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Kose anv Oortsu Section. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the weck ending Sunday, 


13th instant, 1881. 








Passengers, parcels, &C...........ccsecceseee Yen 17,995.25 
Merchandise, &........cccccccesccssccccesens » 2,951.80 
Total. eveseesve Yen 20,947.06 

Miles open 58. 

Corresponding week last year. 

Pussengers, pnrcels, &c......... — Yen 12,045.23 
Merchandise, &..........ccssccesees: — » 1,393.70 
Total ......... - Yen 13,438.93 

Miles open 55. 
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THE JAPANESE PRESS. 
ee Se 
A TRADE MARK FOR CARTONS. 


(Translated from the Bukka Shimpo.) 


f haar public must be well awnre, without any of our 

explanations, that the silkworm rearing industry is a 
source of enriching our country, and one that occupies a 
roost important position in our foreign commerce. ‘The 
industry may be divided into two heads, the first being the 
manufacture of cocoons to answer the demands of the silk- 
minnufacturers, and the other that of cartons to supply to 
the silkworm producers. ‘Thus, although both tho cocoon 
manufacturers and carton producers are similar in 
respect of their both being eugayed in the silkworm industry, 
they are thoroughly distinct from ench other, just as much 
as are carpenters and cnbinet-makers. Nevertheless, since 
these of our merchants, who exported cartonssume ycars ago 
when there wasn mortality among the worms in Europe, 
gained extraurdinary profits thereby, everyone inclined 
towards this industry thronghont the country, and not only 
did the cocoon manufacturers commence to produce cartons, 
but at thesnme time, even those who possessed a piece of a 
newly reclaimed ground with mulberry trees and who were 
quite unskilled in the industry have produced and exported an 
attempt at cartons. Consequently, the cartons became in- 
ferior and almost worthless, and the quantity manufactured 
increased so extravagantly that the foreign markets were 
flooded. Such a» state of affairs brought indescribable 
confusion, and it seemed that no measures could be 
adopted that would prove adequate to remedy it. At 
that moment our Government issued severnl schemes to 
protect the industry, but in vain, and finally it discon- 
tinued any attempts at protection, However, last year 
the quantity produced was greatly diminished, and we 
were pleased to see that it resulted in the carton trado re- 
suming a proper position. A village named Shimamura, in 
Saigori, Joshiu province, in the prefecture of Gumba, is well 
known for its cartons, even abrond. This villuge, like many 
others, suffered more or less injury in consequence of the 
bad manufactures exported, but since then many enterprising 
men combined and established a company under the name of 
Shimamura Kwangio Kiwaisha, with a view to secure the 
confidence of merchants abroad by paying great attention to 
manufucture of cartons. In the 12th yeur of Meiji 
(1879) many thousands of these curtons were exported direct 
to Italy aud France, and after selling them the com- 
peny found i¢ had made an excellent start towards 
obtaining the wished-for confidence. Some kuavish dealers 
however, who were jealous of the high reputation the Shima- 
mura cartons were gaining abroad, commenced to sell some 
inferior cartons to foreigners under the name of Shimamura, 
counterfeiting the trade mark of the said company. Even 
some of the foreign brokers purchased these cartons, know- 
ing these to be counterfeit, at cheap prices, with » view to 
deceive the silk manufacturers at home. “The injuries 
which these dishonest acts have caused to the sale of the 
true Shimamura cartons are not few and therefore in order to 
prevent these counterfeits, the company formerly applied for 
the protection of their trade mark to the Guinba Kencho, 
but the application was not received favourably. Thore- 
fore the direetor of the Company has now memorialized the 
Tokio Chaumer of Commerce, in order to get assistance 
from them for petitioning the Central Government on the 
subject. 

This memorial would, no doubt, be a request for the pro- 
tection of the said company alone, but on the whole it is 
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an importaut matter, bearing upon the trade of cartons 
throughout the country, aud we believe therefore that the 
members of the Chamber of Commerce, after carefully de- 
liberating the circumstances of the case, will not negleet to 
memorialize the government; while the government, who 
some times ago made sume enquiries to the Clumber of 
Commerce about the regulations of trade marks, will, on 
receipt of a memorial from this institution, uot hesitate to 
issue the Regulations. Wo have received a copy of tho 
memorial addressed to the institution by the above mentioned 
company, which is as follows:— 


MEMORIAL. 


Gentlemen :—In the Shimamura Kicangio Kicaisha, 
which was established under an official permission on the 
Sth yenr of Meiji (1872) carton manufacturing nlone is 
carried ou, and hy strict cure in manufacturing them yell 
the quality has improved more and more, so that hath from 
native and foreign silk manufacturers extensive dumands 
for our cartons ure made. We have supplied the Voko- 
hama market with our stocks, for export abroad, for 
several years with more or less success. In tho 12th 
year of Meiji (1879), we trunzacted all the orders for export 
sent us hy foreigners in ‘lokio, and the remainder of 
our stock, which was more than one half, was tnken by one 
of our members to Italy in the month of December, in the: 
sume year, and was sold direct in that coun(ry. By this 
process we have obtained the confidence of the silk-manue. 
fncturers there, so that it scemed probable that in the 
districts in that country where the silkworm industry is 
carried ou, there was none who did not know the name of 
the Shimamura carton. In spite of our efforts, howover, some 
dishonest manufacturers in our country have mauufactared 
counterfeit cartons, and solid them under tho name of 
Shimamura. Canning foreign brokers wittingly purchased 
them and sold them to home manu ſneturers, many of whom, 
through their being unable to judge the cartons, have been 
deceived. Our representative in Italy has, on enquiry, 
found that the counterfeit cards purchased in this country 
werg 13,000 pieces in number. He hrought back one of 
them with him, and, on comparing it with the truc kind, it 
is found that the letters, signs, and cards &e., are 
all imitated. If this dishonest action he not duly prevented 
counterfeits will make their appearances more and more, 
so that however we may cudcavour to produce n soul 
article, we shall be overpowered by the counterfeils, and 
be unable to accomplish our upright intention. ‘Lu check 
this act there is no menns but that of asking for the 
protection of our authoriticx, and thus obtaining the 
privilege of a trade mark. We therefore petitioned, as 
the supplemental document stntes, to our local anthoritics, 
hut their answer was that, nt present, the priviloge cunnot 
be granted. Thereupon we were unnble to tuke proper 
preventitive mensures aguinst the dishonest act Inst season. 
However, we have intended to petition the authorities ear- 
nestly, to get permission for the privileges of our trade mark, 
and signs, etc. on the cards to lo manufactured ucxt yenr 
{this senson). Now we hear that your Chamber is an 
assembly where any commercinl matters are deliberated — 
upon as to their advantages and disndvantaves; and that 
some time agoa draft of the Regulations for the trade marks 
were submitted to you by the authorities to be deliberated 
npon, and therefore we trust that you will take somo in- 
terest to Our petition for trade marks. At nny rate, 
we hereby sincerely request that, aficr due consideration, 
you will recommend this matler tu the suthorities vo that 
our. petition may, owing toyour kind assistance, be favourably 
necepted. 


‘The 10th December, the 13th year of Meiji, (1880). 


(Signed) ‘Tasmma Yauel, 
Director, 
( » ) Keurimara Kanza, 
Viee-Director, 
of the Shimamura Kicangio Kuwaisha, 


Sai-geri, Joshiu province, Guinba Ken. 


To the Tokio Chamber of Commerce. 


— — — — ee 
— — — — — — ——— —— 


LAW REPORTS. 


IN H. B. M’S COURT FOR JAPAN. 
Bofore R. T. Rentz, Esq., Judge. 
Tuesday, February 15th, 1881. 

A. Reiners & Co. «, The Captain of the Pllerbunk. 


This was a claim for $65 compensation for alleged short 
delivery of 41 pieuls of pig-iron, consigned to the plaintiffs. 

Both parties nppeared in person. 

C. W. Reyndera, sworn, stated :—I am a German subject 
and represent the firm of A. Reimers & Co. in this case. When 
the Ellerbank brought the iron here, I took delivery at the 
hatoba. It was agreed between the Captain and ourselves 
to have the iron lauded at the hatobn by the landing agent, 
Captnin Seitz, and weighed there. It was weighed by the 
secon officer of the vessel, hy Cuptain Seitz and ourselves. 
The amount that I claim is based upon the actual price at 
which I sold the remainder of the iron. I admit that the 
Jauding charges and duty shoukl be deducted. 

By the defendant :—I asked Captain Seitz to go round 
and take the arrangement about the landing at the hatoba 
and he told me he had done so, ‘The proof of this was, to 
me, that the second mate eame off to weigh. Captain Seitz 
was employed by us. 

By the Court:—I do not know cnough about pig-iron to 
eny if it would lose in weight, at any rate as much as is 
claimed. I know bar-iron docs not. We are the original 
consignees. At the time it was shipped it was the property 
of A. Reimers & Co. It was bonght for us for shipment at 
Middleborough, by our Agents in London. 

Captain Parker, sworn, sinted :—Iam a British subject and 
master of the ship Z//erbank, ‘The Bill of Lading contatus 
the clause “ weight and contents unknown,” and I particn- 
larly pointed ont that clanse to the Innding agent, who was 
acting for Messrs. Reimers & Co. With respect to the 
second mate coming to sce the iron weighed, I sent 
him in the lighter more to guard against theft by coolies than 
for anything clse. I can fortunately produce a plan of 
the ’tween-decks in which the iron was stowed, showing 
that all this iron was in one place under the main hatch. 
It would have been next to impossible for any of it to have 
becn stolen. Each pig weighed about a hundred weight. 
I can easily account for  considernble loss of weight in the 
iron. It enme direct (rom the works to the ship. Pig iron 
is run out into sand moulds nud being very rough much of 
the sand clings to it. As it left the works direct it probably 
had an unusnal quantity of sand and iu the loading, un- 
londing, weighing &c. this would get shaken out. The 
different styles of weighing here and at home would all tell. 
At home, it was weighed in trucks of 10 or 12 tons each, 
bat out here in lots of nbout 2ewt. When the claim was 
first sent in, I offered Mr. Reimers, withoat prejadice, to 
split the difference. 

By E. E. Kilby, agent for the ship :—When the bill of 
lading was brought to me hy the landing agent, I parti- 
enlarly pointed ont the clause ns to “ contents unknown.” 
He had every facility fur sceing each bar of iron taken out. 

By the Court: I don't think there was any chance of the 
iron being stolen. 

E. F. Kilby, sworn, stated :—I am a British subject, of 
the firm of Hudson & Co. I know something nbont pig- 
jron, and know that it always loses weight between shipment 
and delivery, owing to snnd, &e, I agree with what the 
Captain says about this. A certain loss may be also incurred 
by reugon of rust, The difference of 41 pieuls out of 1680, 
as mentioned in the hill of lading, would be slightly over the 
average loss. We have had two shipments, total 150 tons 
weighed together, which showed « luss of over 24 per cent. 
That was a London shipment, which would have been more 
handled and less litble to loss than one from Middles- 
borough. 

His Honour said that had the bill of lading passed into 
other hands for x consideration, ns purchasers of the iron, 
the matter would lave been different and the captain would 
have had some trouble in disproving his liability. As, howeve, 
it appeared to be between the captain and the shippers, the 


former had no obligation beyond showing that he had | 
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of the ship in evidence, and ho was entitled thorefore to 
credence. The possible rensons of less of weight had also 
been satisfactorily explained and he considered it right 
therefore to dismizs the ense, with costs, % 


Before R. “T. Renniz, Esq, Judgo. 


Jury. Messrs. II. Barlow, A. Marens, R. B. Cuthbertson 
C. J. Frischling, and Alanawaton. 


Thureday, 17th February, 1881. 


R. H. Asuort v. H. Cook. 
H. Cook v. Anbort. 


Mr. Hill appeared for Mr. Abbott, and Mr. Lowder for 
Mr. Cook. 

This was an action for $9,843.81 by the master aud 
chief owner of the Parmenio, which was wrecked off 
Formosa in January 1880, agninst his co-partner Mr, 
Cook, for wages due from September 27th 1873 to May 
17th, 1880, at the rnte of $200 a mouth, and disbursements 
in conncetion with the working and ropairing of the ship. 

The defendant denied that he was ever indebted as 
alleged, complained that proper accounts had not been 
rendered, and snid that if they were taken it would be 
found that the plaintiff was indebted to the defendant in 
respect of the earnings of the ship ; aud in respect of this 
he instituted n cross action claiming a balance of accounts 
in his favor of $5,625. 

Mr. Hill read the petition aud reply to the same. 

Mr. Lowder wished to know whether the case was sup- 
posed to come on under Common Law, or the Statute. 

His Honour suid that i¢ would not actually make a diffcr- 
cece, 

Mr. Lowder maintained that the action could only be 
brought under the Statute and quoted lengthily in support 
of his opinion. His argument was that under Aune IV. Chap 
NIL. §27 plaintiff must be non-suited unless he amends his 
petition by expressly alleging that the defendant has re- 
ceived more than his share or proportion of money or profits 
arising from the subject in which they aro tenants in com- 
mon. He also objected to his client being called upon to 
produce accounts, 

His Honour said he failed to see tho point of the objeet- 
ion. Tho accounts of both sides would have to be ealled 
for, tobe handed over to the investigation of the referce. 

Mr. Lowder said he would not pursue the poiné further. 

Mr. Hill now suid that the form in which His Honour 
had stated the points ab issue seemed to him to be very suil- 
able aud sugvested that they shoutd follow them. 

Ilis Honour said that in going through the petitions he 
found the points mentioned which he considered were thoso 
which would have to be decided by the jury, after whicls 
the referee would Lave to spenk of the accounts. 

At Mr. Hill's reqnest His Honour rend his synopsis of 
the points aynin; Mr. Lowder asked ifn copy might 
furnished to the bar, on which they could, he thought, base 
their line of action in the henring of witnesses, &c. 

His Houour consented, and suggested an adjournment 
until 1.80 pant. during which copies of the document should 
ho supplied to Counsel for hoth sides. 

The Court then adjourned, 

On the Court reopening both Counsel enid they lad ngreed 
as to the points before mentioned being actually as follows:— 


Issues. 

1.—Were Abbott and Cook in partnership in respect of 
the earnings and investments of profits of the barque save 
and except xs joint owners and save and except as re gards 
the cargo of conls mentioned ja paragraph 12 of defendants 
answer in cross suit ? 

2.—Waa Abbott managing owner of the burque from 
1873 to 1877 and after that mannging owner de son tort up 
to 8rd April 1880 ? 

3.—Was Abbott during the whole period in question 
Managing partner and did he receive ull the profit of the 
partnership or did Cook act as Agent nnd receive portion 
of the profits ? 

4.—Was Abbott bound to keep and render accounts to 


delivered all that ho had received, about which His Honour | plaintiff and did he make default in so doing ? 


eonsidered the evidence conclusive. The Captain had 
declared upon oath that all this iron delivered to him was 
stowed in one place and had produced # plan of the stowage 
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5.—Did Abbott forcibly take the ship out of the possession 
of Cook and against his consent carry her away until 1880 oF 
did Cook cunsont to her employuient ? 
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6.—Was there o partnership venture in coals as alleged: Alr. Hill :—I will show vou the telegrams on this subject 

in paragraph 12 of the auswer to cross petition and did! and ask you to identify tiem, [Telegrams shewn to witness 

Cock receive a portion of the profits thervol’ ? jand put in and marked B) I will read them to His Honour 
7.—Was Abbott entitled to wages as Master of the barque . and the jury. 


and if so ut what rate ? | Witness continued :—While at Hiogo, I received a letter 











8.—Is any part of Abbott’s clainv barred by the statute | from Mr. White : this is it [putin aud marked Cj I] received 


of limitations ? 

A considerably lengthy discussion took place us to what 
the issues were upon which the jury would be called to 
decide. 

Mr. Lowder snid that it seemed to him that there were 
only two issues, viz: If the plaintiff was to account to the 
defendant, and if the defendant should account to the plain- 
tiff. From this a further issuo would arise as to the part- 
norship in the ship. 

His Honoar suid that the accounts would have eventually 
to he furnished, for the use of the referee. ‘The points to 
be left to the jury scemed to bim to be as follows. Whe- 
ther there was an open partuership, beyond what is admit- 
ted. Was Abbott the managing partner from 1877 to 1880. 
Did he during that period receive all the profits—and if so 
did he retain them. Did he take the ship away forcibly or 
with Cook’s consent. Was there a partuership in the cargo 
of conls brought from Syduey to Yokohama, and there sold 
nba grent profit, and did Cook keep tie sums of money 
accruing from the sale. Was Abbott entitled to wages as 
master of the barque. 

Mr. Hill said that before calling any witnesses le would 
go over the fuets of the case brictly, for the benefit of the 
jury. Seven yenrs ago tho Parmenio wns purchased by 
the plaintiff aud fitted up and overhauled by Mr. Cook. To 
start from 1873. ‘The first issue is the partnership of 
plaintiff and defendant, which we deny, ‘Lhe next is us to 
the wrongful possession after 1877. Mr. Cook says that the 
plaintiff had possession as master, but nothing beyond that. 
The next issue is whether the plaintiff was managing partner. 
The defendant alleges that there was u general partnership 
and that therefore the plaintiff was responsible for tlic 
profits. This plaintiff denies, alleging that there was un 
open account between Loth parties. Now iu 1877 the ship 
was in Vokoluma: there is no question as tothe shares in 
her being disputed. The other shares had been bought in and 
Messrs. Abbott and Cook wercthe sole owners. It is alleged 

that the plaintiff ran away with the ship secretly, and later 
on run her ashore in Formosa. This running awny with 
the vezsel is also denied most strenuously, As to the ques- 
tiou whether ghe defendant received any part of the coal 
sale, plaintiff alleged that he did. Last came the question 
of wages ou which point they would have the evidence of 
Mr. Abbott whom ho would now cull. 


Robert H. Abbott, sworn, stated :—I am a British sub- 
jest residing at No. 217. Bluff. I have been master of the 
ship Parmenio from 1873 to the date of her loss. When 
I became master, beside Mr. Cook and myself, Frederick 
E. White held cight shnres. I became muster on the 
22ud September 1873. Mr. White owned 3/64, I owned 
36/64 and Mr. Cook 20/64; Before that date, I had 
owned the whole ship. On that day Isold White 8 shares 
and Cook 20; thie transaction was put through at the 
British Consulate. There was no coutract between me 
aud them other than the bill of sale. My partners first 
proposed that I should become master. I consented at 
once. ‘There was a verbal agreement that J should receive 
$200 per month. ‘There was no agreement as to any more 
than doing the duties of master. I went to Hukouate first, 
in ballast, seeking, by general consent. I got chartered 
there for Yokohama, for a lump sum of $1,600. From 
Yokohama, I chartered for Australi, vid Kobe. I was to 
g0 to Adelnide for orders and theuce I went on to Mel- 
bourne. During my absence from Yokohama, there was 
no appointed agent for the ship in Yokohama. I corres- 
ponded with defendant. I reached Melbourne in April 1874. 
I went thence to Sydney, and next back to Hiogo. 1 had 
no appointed agent in Yokohama but recognized Mr. Cook 
as such and remitted him £600. ‘The dratt was diawn in 
Melbourne, but I remitted it from Syducy. This was 
ewnings of the ship from Kobe to Melbourne, I have 
nob the sccond or third of exchange. J know that 
Mr. Cook received the movey. From Hiogo 1 went to the 
vorthwest eoast of Japan ona Japanese Government charter 
made through Mr. Cook at Yokohama, ‘The first intima- 
tion I received of it was a telegram from Mr. Cook. 
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the copy of the charter party referred to. It was signed by 
Mr. Cook. I sent replies to the telegrams: I wanted to 
give Mr. Cook power to sign for me but tho superintendent 
of the telegraph company said it was impossible to du so 
by wire. However it was so signed and I received it. 

Mr. Hill :—I have enlled for the other side to produce 
this charter party. 

Mr. Lowder produced it, and it was put in, marked D, 
and handed to the jury for perusal. 

Wituess continued :—During my absonee from Yoko- 
hama, I looked upon Mr. Cook as the Agent, ashe was the 
second principal owner. I procecded on, and fulfilled the 
charier. I have received no money on this charter, I 
know that Mr. Cook received 1,000, as advance nnd I was 
present when he received the lnlunce of $3,000, As far as 
I remember, it wax paid to Mr. Cook in No. 61 Yokoharoa. 
Mr. Farmer, Mr. White, myscll, and two Japanese were 
present. ‘The nett valance paid was $2,900. IT laid in 
Yokohama some time coppering and repairing generally. 
Mr. Cook superintendended it. While at Shinagawa I 
oclleeted dewurrage to the amonnt of $941 which I paid 
over to Mr. Cook. I remember Mr. Cook’s bill being 
$2,285.55. Carroll & Co.’s bill for copper &c. was 
over $2,000, alyo paid by Mr. Cook. ‘These repairs 
pat the vessel into good condition, I left about January 
7th, 1875, for Formosa. I recognise this paper (put in). 
It is a promissory note for $2017. I received it from Mr. 
Cook at his own house I see it is dated Janaary 8th. I can’t 
explain why unless it be a wrong date, or that I was 
windbound. Up to that time there had never been any 
dispute between myself, Mr. White or Mr. Cook. There 
had been no statement of accounts. There was a larger 
amount due to me than that mentionod in the promissory 
note. I don’t know bow the figures in it were arrived at. 
I wont from Takao to Melbourne, discharged and wont to 
Sydney. I could not get a churter at Melbournc. At 
Sydney, I purchased coal on the ship’s account. I pur- 
chased GUO tous con! and brought it to Yokohama, arriving in 
September 1875. Mr. White was bonght out then, ‘I 
recognise these papers as Mr. White's receipts. 


Mr. Hill put these in, and alvo an estimnte of the pro- 
portionate share of the profits of the ship up to the time 
mention. 

Witness :—Mr. White made the estimate himself. It was 
paid in coal which I delivered to him, as captain of the 
Parmenio. Mr. Cook knew of it. The coal was valued at 
S11 per ton. One lot of 197 tons was sold ton Russian - 
mun-of-war, Mr. Cook and I hauled alongside her and 
discharged it. Another lot of 127 went to another 
Russian man-of-war. We hauled from one ship to the other. 
Mr. Cook helped me with coolics &e. ‘The conl was sold 
to the Russians at $12 per ton. 972 tons were sold to the 
U. S. man-of-war Saco at $12.50. This was sent in 
lishters. 100 tons was sent but 2} tons returned as she had 
no room for it, and it was landed it Mr. Cook's yard, as was 
ulso the balance 150 tons. It was all one kind of coal. 

I think Mr. Cook sold the coal tothe Russinus. He 
received the money for it. TI received that from the Saco. 
Mr. Cook brought the money alongside the Parmenio. He 
had it partly in bags, and some in rolls of notes. He called 
ont to me “ Old nan, do you want any money?” He un- 
rollel « $100 note and gave it to me. He was in a 
Japanese boat. J might have been often on board tho 
Russian man-of-war. I have no means of knowing what 
Mr. Cook did with the movey. I hnve not received any of 
the money tromt be 152} tons of coal Janded at Mr. Cook's. 
I have received cash from time to tine, but not on account 
of that. My next trip was to San Franciseo with freight 
from Shinagawa, Thence I weut to British Columbia, and 
then to Shanghai. I next made two trips to Foochow and 
back to Shanghai. I returned to Yokohama in January 
L877. I went next to Kobe and loaded with riee for 
Melbourne, On the voyage 1 struck on 9 reef, and discharged 
cargo at Syduey. After the repairs to the ship there was 
not cnongh money to pay for a full cargo, I therefore 


‘advanced some myself filled her up with coal and left for 
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Yokohama. I arrived thore in September 1877. 
lots of conl one of 107 tons and one of 134 at $10 per ton 
to Russian ships and collected the muncy. Twas also the 
means of selling 100 tons to an Italian man-of-war at the 
snine price. It was effected through Domoney & Co. Mr. 
Domoney deducted his bill against the ship fram it and 
gave me nnole of the balance which L gave to Mr. Cock. 
120 tons was solid to the steamer Strathairly. The prico 
was $10 per ton. ‘This was paid to Mr, Cook. 135 tons 
were sold to the U.S. frignte Zennessee. It was done, I 
believe, between Mr. Cook and Messrs. Langfeldt and 
Mayers, The price was $9.25 per ton, which was col- 
lected hy Mr. Cook. 422 tons, the balance, were landed 
nt Mr. Cook’s yard. 1 kept the money I received for 
the coal supplied to the Russians and credited the ship 
with it, with the exception of $240 which I gave to Mr. 
Cook. Except the amount dedueted by Mr. Domoney, and 
the amount received from the Jtalian, I have received no 
mouey. J left Yokohama agnin in December 1877. The 
ship was chartered by Edward Fischer & Cu. to load wheat 
in native bags, We lay here some timo loading. We left 
for Amoy. The loading took about twenty days. Mr. Cook 
told me there was sucha charter in the market. I went 
nshoro the following day and closet the charter with Fischer 
& Co. Mr. Cork supplied me with goods for the voyage. 
Our relations were amicable. Mr. Cook towed me out the 
day that Ilefi. He came on beard before he left me alto- 
gether, shook hands nud exchanged oil coats. From 
the first time Io was made master Mr. Cook never had 
possession of the ship. From the time I left until the 
Joss of the ship, I never received any protest from 
Mr. Covk as ta the manner in which I was employing 
the ship. ‘There was no change whatever in my position 
after September 1875. From Amoy L went to Bangkok and 
thence to Hongkong. From Hongkong back to Amoy. 
Next [chartered either for Chefuo or Newelhhwang. I kept 
the ship going all the time to the best of my ability. I 
mide sinall coasting voyages all the time. In September 
1879, J recoppered tie ship at Amoy. I wrote to Cook in 
January 1879, asking bis perinission to do this in Yokohamn. 
I vot no reply to that. In January 1878, I wrote a friendly 
lotter from Amoy saying that [ was chartered. While 
at Amoy I received a letter from Mr. Cook. I got itin May 
at Thad been down at Bangkok. It was very friendly, wish- 
ing me the compliments of tha scaxon, After recoppering 
I chartered for Penang and back to toneh at Taiwan- 
foo; the charter was for $3,500; I took tiles and 
crockery down and brought back mangrove bark. I 
was on the return trip, within a day’s sail of Taiwan on 
the 15th of January 1880, when as we were wearing ship, 
she struck on asand beach, A light had been reported 
ahead, in consequence of which EF was wearing ship. ‘This 
was at 9 p.m. with very thick raininy weather. I had had 
no observations fur three or four days in consequence. I 
Iconld not see the land; the light must have been 
some lantern ashore, Lo had a sailor and an officer 
always on wateh, J was on deck when the ship 
struck, J owas anxious to got nfong as times 
were so bad. Ttnok every proper preenution, At 8 p.m. 
I sighted an islind. £ was under ensy sail stunding toward 
the eastward. Thad becw looking all the afiernoon for the 
island called Fonio Island. Ou sighting the islind I wore 
ship and stood to the westward. Ahontenn hour afterwards 
Twas ashore. J had taken Steep [sland for Fonio Island. 
This made me 56 miles out of my course. When tho ship 
struck I was actually wearing, We could seo no land. Af- 
ter sho struck, I got the boats ready hut did not land. I 
hove cargo overboard all night to try and get hor nearer 
shore, It cleared next morning but there was a very heavy 
gern nud no boats could nenur us. We remained helpless for 
three or four days. As roun as I could Lapplied to Mr. Ford 
British Consul at Tumeui for assistance, aud the next day 
he sent a Chinese cuabout She could not veuture in 
awit to the heavy sea. ‘The carge was afterwards landed 
Innative boats, “Phese papers Cproduced] I received from 
the Dritish Consul at ‘Pamsui. ‘They are replies to my 
betters to him. ‘Che cargoe was stored. I made several 
atiempls fo get the ship of} int all were unsuccessful. 
When the Censul refused to advanee any more mouey on 
the ship I was helpless and had no aliernative but to sell 
the ship; she realized altogether about £2,900. Mr. White 
had placed himself dewn in leyds register as sole owner 
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I sold two] of the ship and this caused difficulty in me obtaining funds 


in the absence of a certificate of sale. Mr. Cook and 
myscll applied for a certificate of enle. One came to Yoko- 
hima accordingly and was received hy Cook. I saw it on 
his possession. It was useless then, and I did not ask him 
when it arrived. I believe I wrote for it in December 
1877. ‘There has never been my balance struck between 
Mr. Cook and myself. 
The Court here adjourned until 10 a.m. to-morrow. 





Friday, February 18th, 1881. 


On the opening of the Court Mr. Lowder commenced his 
cross-examination. “3 

Witness :—I admit that if Mr. Cook asked for them, it 
was my duly to furnish him with accounts of the ship while 
I was sailing her. Also of investments ou profit arising 
from them, on accoant of the ship, which came into my 
hands, I have given no accounts of any kind. Iadmit the 
partnership as to the ownershp and the division of profits in 
proportion to the shares. Except the money alleged in the 
evidence yesterday, to have been collected I admit that from 
1873 to 1880 I received all the monies paid on account of 
tho ship. ‘he ship made forty-one voyages in all; she was 
on her forty-second trip when sho was lost. I have kept 
an account of all these sams. During the period mentioned, 
I was not managing owner of the ship. 

Mr. Lowder :—Now hefore you answer so positively, I 
would ask you to refresh you memory with a perusal of 
this letter addressed by you to Mr. Cook. 

His Honour asked Mr. Lowder what he intended to 
prove by this cross-examination. 

Mr. Lowder said that it affected one of the points at 
iasne. 

Witness :—This letter is dated September 2nd, 1880. 

I still sny I was never managing owner. 

Mr. Lowder now read an extract from the lettor in which 
wero the words “ you know I am the managing owner.” 

Wilness :—If there were any earnings I paid ship's ex- 
penses nnd remitted the balance to Mr. Cook. I have 
kept accnrato accounts of the reecipt and expenses, TI have 
accounts of the monies which I allege that the defendant 
hax received. I deny entirely that in 1877 an agreement 
was come to betweon myself and the defendant, before I 
left Yokohama, that tho ship should be sold, and no more 
expenses incurred in repairing her. 

Mr. Lowder here showed tho witness a proposed bill of 
sale, dated L0th February 1877, given to empower him to 
sell the ship. 

Witness :—I still deny there was any such agreemcnt 
come to, What I said yesterday, that I made an applica- 
lion for a certificate ofsale, does not recall to me any agreo- 
ment of the kind. ‘There was no agreement that I should 
return from Amoy and sell the ship. I deny there was 
any agreament that Io shoald return straight back from 
Amoy and sell the ship if possible. Iwas to find employ- 
ment for the ship. 1 wrote afterwards from Amvy asking 
if I should return in ballast, if I could wot find her employ- 
ment. Mr. Cook induced mo to buy the Parmenio. We 
had been on friendly terms for twenty yenrs. There was a 
verbal agreement that I should get $200 per month ; I 
can't say when or where it was made but it has never been 
disputed. I don’t consider it was tov high; I only got 
$75 per month from the ship, the rest came from my own 
shares in her. I have drawn no wages. Had the defendant 
met me I would have reduced thew, to make a settlement. 
I didn’t draw my wages for the Jast two or threa yenrs. 
The ship found me, all but my clothing. I can’t tell what 
my average monthly expenses may have been. I have no 
recollection whatever of going with Mr. Cook to the 
Oriental Bank and drawing the £600 and $1,000 mentioned 


ina letter yesterday as having been deposited there. It 
istho biggest falsehood that ever was stated. I never 
went there with him in my life. I had instructed 


him to place the money I remitted from Australia to 
the credit of the ship. I lave received no portion of 
it. I paid the £941 demurrage mentioned yesterday, 
to Cook ato my cabin’ table. No one was) presens 
but my servant, a» Chinawomanu. Mr, Cook gave her $5 
there and then, as a present, to make buttons for ber coat. 
When the $2,900 balance of the charter money was paid, 
I myself, Mr. Farmer, Mr. White, Mr. Cook, and two 
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Japanese were present. I did not receive the money| When I enw the certificato of sule I didn’t take much 


myself. Mr. Cook himself paid the bill fur $2285.55 for 
repairs, At any rate, be kept the money, I nover asked 
for the promissory note, but Mr. und Mrs. Cook both 
proposed that I should tuke it, as I was going away to sen 
and no eneknew what might happen. I could not tell if 
the sum mentioned was duo to me and said it was quite 
unnecessary for me to tuke it. 


Mr. Lowder hore referred to tho letter previously shewn 
to witness dated 2ud September, 1880, in which he stated 
that the promissory noto was for wages to dato and a few 
other items. 


Witness :—I can’t say what those other itoms are. If 
Cook had said to me that the sum mentioned when ho gave 
me the note was all that was duo to me I should have 
believed it, and would have accepted it, with the under- 
standing that the accounts should be gone through aftor- 
wards, It is my opinion now that a lnrger amount is 
due to me. I have no acknowledgment from Cook of 
a larger amount being due. I am not sure whether the 
Russian mau-of-war I mentioned yesterday was the Boyan 
or not. The coal supplied her fetched $2,364. Mr. 
Cook never came on board the Parmenio and handed me 
the money. The coal oupplied to the other Russian was 
$1,923. I do not recollect Mr. Couk ever paying me that 
amount. I do not recollect collecting $1,250 for 100 tons 
of coals sold to the Dicarf nnd the Charybdis. 1 gave 
credit for the $100 Mr. Cook gave me. It is all I ever 
received out of that coal. By referring to my accounts I 
could tell exuctly what Idrew. About the time of selling the 
first cargo of couls, I may have drawn $2,000 or thereabouts, 
including the $400 I took to sea. I ndvancod £79 for the 
purchase of the second cargo of coals. This money was the 
procecds of the sale of some curios I had tuken down to 
Australia. They were bought with my own moucy. I 
drew £35 for the first lot of conls, on my Melbourne Agents. 
In my letter of 14th July, 1877, I suid Ihnd succeeded in 
saving enough money to buy conls for the ship, but I had 
not gone preperly inty the accounts. This letter [duted 
23rd July, 1877 | does not make any reference to my having 
advanced the £35. I employed an accountant to make up my 
claim against Mr. Cook, and he has done that from my rough 
accounts. In my letter of 30th May [exhibit MJ I wrongly 
debited Mr. Cook with halfthe 1.0.U. for $1,000 advanced 
to Domoney & Co. but he hns since passed the [.0.U. over to 
me, aud I have charged it all to myself. It was the ship's 
money, but I have taken over and charged it to myself. Wo 
both sold the coul to the Strathairly, Mr. Cook did not pay 
this money tome in banknotes. I did not soll the coal to the 
Tennessee through Carroll & Co., for n less sum than $9.25 
per ton. Lam not cortain that it was sold through Langfeldt 
& Mayors. Mr. Cook trok the matter out of my hands. We 
had a slight disputonbout this,as [had given Carroll & Co. 
the refuenl. It was the first dispute we ever had. I did 
not collect the money, aud do not know (o this day if it las 
heen collected. I don't recollect writing any letters to Mr. 
Cook exceptin January 1878, and January 1879. I remem- 
ber them hoenuso one was about coppering, aud the other 
shout going to Bangkok. I kept no copies or memoranda. 
Mr. Cook generally replied to my letters when I wrote to 
him, didn’t correspond very regularly from 1873 to 1877. 


Mr. Lowder quoted the following passage from plaintiff's 
letter dated September 2nd 1880: “I am sorry for what 
you enll my neglect in not writing,” and askod if that did 
not remind him of not having written at all. 

Witness :—Certainly not. It scoms odd Mr. Cook should 
have reccived ull my letters Lut the two I mentioned. I 
have not necounted to him for the «ule of the Parmenio. 1 
do uot believe Mr, Cook would have met me to go over the 
accounts. I tried some five months before this caso enme on 
to come to settlement with bim, 

The Court then adjourned until 1.30 p.m. 

On the Court re-opening Mr. Hill said he had a few 
questions to ask. 

Witness : — The proposed certificate of sale shown mo now 
‘was sent home for reyistration, but was returned because it 
was not accompanied with a declaration of owuerslip. 
Afterwards I sent this, to Dundee. Ju reply a certificate 
of sale was sent ont; Io xaw it und rend it. It came ont 
addressed to me but Mr. Cook received it during my 
nbsence. I couldn’t tell the date but I think it was 1878 


Google 


notice of it because the limitation had ran out. 

The docnment was handed to His Honour for examina- 
tion. After perusing it and the Reyistrar’s letter accom- 
panying, His ILonour xaid that the letter pointed out that 
the application was still erroneous and imperfect. Doubt- 
less the witness had jumped at the conclusion that it was 
correct. 

Witness :-—Whon I bought the J’rmenio, at Mr. 
Cook’s snegestion, she was dismnsted. Mr. Cook was 
to rig her and come in as owner of 2064, the ship being 
valued at $16,000. ‘Tho first agreement was that his 
whole bill should yo in as contributed by him. At the 
settlement with Mr. White my wages were computed at 
$200 per month. ‘hore was no dispute. ‘The amount of 
my personal expouses, for which I have given credit to tho 
ship had nothing to de with my wagos. There wers 111 
tons of coula, of the second vargo, which Domitted to mention 
yesterday, ‘Chey were soll to a Russian man-ol-war at $10 
por ton. I did vot collect that monuy. 

By a juror :—TI think Domoney & Co. were connected 
with Mr. Cook in the sale. I have omitted this sum from 
the account I have drawn up, ns my mind is not clear if it ia 
collected. When I squared up with Mr. White both he and 
Mr. Cook kuew I was gotting $200 per month. The mo- 
ney I received at Shinagawa was 800 yen in paper and 185 
gold yen. 1 took receipts from the Russian men-of-war hut 
nothing from Mr. Cook. When I loft Japan, I had no spe- 
cinl nygents abroad. When in Yokohama, I paid all the 
shipchandler’s accounts. Up to the time of this action, we 
were always on amicable terms. Tha day before I sniled 
for Amoy in 1877 Mr. Couk put $500 on beard the ship. 
Tt was at my own request, to be used for ship's disburse- 
ments, or in case of trouble. It wus well understood be- 
tween us that Mr. Cook had power to sell this coal. We 
worked together. 

Mr. Hill by cousent now put in the Japan Gasette of the 
2lat December 1877, with the advertisement of salo of 
conl ex Parmenio, application to be made to H. Cook. 

Robert Beattie, sworn, stunted :—I aman British subject 
residing at No. 121, settlement. In 1875 I was employed in 
Yokobama, by Mr. Cook. I know Captain Abbott of tho 
Parmenio. I recollect hia arrival here at the full of that year 
with « cargo of coal. I received, into Mr. Cook’s yard, about 
150 tous of thut coal. It was in D-comber. I was in Mr. 
Cook's employ some time after. 100 tons of the coal went to 
Her Majesty's Navy and the remainder was sold in small lots. 
Several lots of the cargo itself wns sold to the Russian 
navy. I made the bills out by Captain Abbott's and 
Mr. Cook’s instructions. I was present with Mr. Cook on 
hourd the Russiun corvette Askol, when Mr. Cook received 
payment for 197 tons. That is the only one I was present 
ut. The bills were made out in the name of the captain 
and owners of the Parmenio. I did not keep Mr. Cook’s 
necounts. I made out the bills, and a mark was made on 
the rough book. I was employed na clerk. I Lave not got 
the book. I remember checking off some other bills. The 
Saco’s was there. I handed that bill to Captain Abbott 
to collect. I checked off smnll lota alsu. Beyond 
the bills for the Saco, the Russinn Corvette, and 
what went out of the yard, I did not mnke out any other 
billa, I did not see anything paid for the coal supplied to 
the other Russian man-of-war. I have lived in Yokohamn 
nine or ten years andam acquainted with many ship captains 
who come here. I was at sea mysoll, in my young days. I 
can’t say what would be a fuir remuneration for a captain 
of a 600 tons barque. 

Cross-exnmined hy Mr. Lowder :—Mr. Cook instructed 
me not to trouble my head about the Parmenio's accounts 
as Captain Abbott would attend to them himself. I made 
ont the bills for the Dwarf and Charybdis. I gave them 
to Mr. Cook. I ocensionally collected hills for him, bre not 
these. Mr. Cook and brought the money from the Askhol 
uvhore, it wns all dollars tied up in a black bag with my 
own necktie. The following day I helped Mr. Cook to put the 
"me bag into a hont. It seemed to be xbout the same 
weight as hefore and had my necktie still roand it. It 
upperared tome notte lave bees opened. He told me he 
Wits guus to take it te Captain Abbott. I saw him after- 
wits, but he did) nat refer to the matter. I was in M», 
Cook’s employ in December 1877. [remember heariug a 
conversation between the two parties in Mr, Cook's dining- 
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room that month. lt was with relation to the voyage off in expanse and beauty. But each line of this long-sought plan 


the Parmenio to Amoy. Mr. Covk's brother was present. 
I gathered from their conversation that the barque was to 
return to Yokohuma to he sold as soon as possible, 

By n juror :—Mr. Cook and Mr. Abbott were always 
very goud friends then and seemed to trust ench other im- 
plicitly. The conversation had been lasted sometime before 
I overheard this remark. 

Inreply toa question from Mr. Hill, His Honour said 
that he thought he should leave only Issues 5 and 7 to the 
decision of the jury. 

Edward Fischer, sworn, stated :—[ am a British subject 
residing nt No. 24, Yokohama. J am a merchant of a 
number of years standing in Japan. CU ehartered the British 
barque Parmenio in December 1877. ‘The freight was 
Wheat fur Amoy. She wns about fifteen days loading. 
The negociations for the churter took many weeks. 1 tried 
during the time to vet other vessels, bnt she was the ouly 
one disenguged. Lunderstood the 2armenio belonged to 
Messrs. Cook and Abbolt. My heuse ins had the agency 
of ships and has been accustomed to make disbursements 
Ou account of ships. I should enll the Parmenio 
a 600 ton ship. From my own experience, I should say 
that $130 would be fair wages, $100 would would be low, 
and $200 would bo high for theeapiain of suchaship. I had 
personally no dealinys with Mr. Cook, I didu’t conduct all 
the details. Mr. Mackri}l Smith conducted the majority. 

Cross-examined :-—I only chartered the ship to Amoy. 

William MucDouald, sworn, stated :—I am a British 
subject. T remember the Parmenzo coming here with a cargo 
of coal, and having five tons of it mysclf. Captain Scott got 
it for me, and I believe it was from Mr. Cook. I inave had 
some experience about ships and have been a master myself. 
I know that wages out here run 100 per cent. higher than 
in Great Britain. I think that for a ship of 600 tous like 
the Parmenio £600 a year would be a fair sum. 

The Court here adjourned until 9,30 a.m. to-morrow. 
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In connection with the recent great opening ceremonial at Cologne 
Cathedral the following legend, as suggesting its plan, will be 
found of interest : 

Mighty was the Archbishop Conrad de If{ochsteden, for he was 
lord over the chiefcity of the Rhine, the City of Cologne ; but his 
thoughta were troubled and his heart was heavy, for though his 
churches were rich beyond compare in relics, yet other towns not 
half so large or powerful as his had cathedrals whose fame extended 
over Europe, and whose beauty bronght pilgrims to their shrine, 
profit to the ecclesiastics and business to the townspeople. +.fter 
many sleepless nights, therefore, he determined to add to this city 
the only thing wanting to complete it, and vending for the most 
famous architect of the time, he commissioned him to complete the 
plan for the Cathedral of Cologne. 

Now, the architect was a clever man, hut he was more vain than 
clever. He had a dreamy notion of magnificence, which he desired 
to achieve without aclear conception of how he was todo it, or 
without the will to make the necessary eacrifices of labor, care and 
perseverance. He received the cummission with great gladness, 
and gloated for some days upon the fame which would be his as the 
builder of vie structure which the Archbishop desired; but after 
thie vision of glory, when he took out his dexign, he was thrown into 
despondency. He drew and drew and drew, and added and erased 
and oorrected, and began nynin, but still did not succeed. Nota 
plan conld he complete. Some were too mean, others too oxtra- 
vagaut, and other, when done and examined, were found to be 
good, but uot original. Eltorta of memory instead of imayination, 
their points of exoellence were discoverel to be copies—a tower 
from one, a spire from another, an aisle from a third and an altar 
from a fourth, and one after another they were cast aside a3 imper- 
fect and useless, wotil the drauylityman, more than half crazy, felt 
inclined to end his troubles aud perplexities by a pluuge into the 
Rhine. 

In this mood of more than half despair he wandered down to the 
river's edge, and senting himeclf npon a stouo began to draw in the 
sand with a measuring rod. which xerved him as a walking stick, 
the outlines of various parts of n church. Ground plans. towers, 
finials, brackets, windows, columns, appenrad one after another, 
traced by tho puint of his wand, but all, one after another, were 
erased as unequal and insufficient for the purpose, and unworthy to 
form a part of the design for a Cathedral of Cologne. ‘Turning 
round the architect was aware that another person was beside him, 
and with surprise the disnppoiuted draughtanan saw that the 
stranger was also busily inventing a design. Rapidly on the sand 
he sketched the details of a mont maguificent building, its towers 
rising to the clouds, its long aisles and lofty choir stretching away 
before the eyes of the gazer until he menially confessed it way in- 
deed a temple worthy of the Most High. The windows were 
enriched by tracery, such as artist vever had before conceived, aud 


the lofty columns reared their tall length towards a rvof which | he shrieked in the most cynical voice; “ but I will be revenged. 


vanished the moment it was seen, and, with a complete conviction 
of its excellence, when it was gone, nota portion of it could the 
architect remember. : 

“Your sketch is excellent,” said he to the nnkuown ; ‘itis what 
I have thought aud dreamed of—what I have sought for and 
wished for, and have not been able to fiud. Give it to me on papor 
aud I will pay you twenty gold pieces.” 

“Twenty pieces! hal ha! Twenty gold pieces!" laughed the 
strauger. “ Look here!" and from a doublet that did not seem 
big enough to hold half the monex, he drew forth a puree that 
certainly held a thousand. 

The night had closed in and the architect was desperate. “If 
money cannot tempt you fear shall force you;” and, springing 
towards the strauger, he plucked a degger from his girdle and 
held its point close to the breast of the myeterious draughtsman in 
the attitude to strike. Jn a moment his wrists were piuioned as 
with the grasp of a vice, and squeezext until he dropped 
his weapon, nud shrickal in agony. Falling ou the sanda, 
he writhed like «an eel upon the fisherman's hook, and 
plunged and struggled in vain. When nearly faiuting he 
found himself thrown helpless upon the very brink of the stream. 

“There, revive and be ressonable. Learn that gold and steel 
hare no power over ine. You want my enthedra), for it would 
bring you honor, fame aud profit, and you cau have it if you choose.” 

“How? ‘Tell me bow.” 

“ By signing this parchment with your blood.” 

“ Avaunt, fiend !" shrieked the architect. “ In the name of the 
Saviour I bid thee begone.” Aud mo saying, he made the sign of 
the cross, and the Evil One (for it was he) was forced to vanish 
before the holy symbol. He made time, however, to matter, 
‘* You'll come for the plan at midnight to-morrow.” 

The artist staggered home, half dead with coutending passions, 
and muttering, “Sell my soul,” “to-morrow at midnight,” “honor 
and fame,” and other words, which told the inward struggle going 
forward in his soul. When he reached his lodgings he met the 
only servant he had going out wrapped in her oloak, 

‘And where are you going so late ¢" asked her surprised master. 

“To mass, for a soul in purgatory,” was the reply. 

“Oh, horror! horror! no mass will avail me. ‘To everlasting 
torments [ shall be doomed!” And, hurrying to his room, he cast 
himse f down in tears of remorse, irrevolution and deapair. In this 
state his olil house-keeper discovered him on her return from her 
holy errand ; aud her soul being full of charity and kindly religion, 
she begged to know what had caused such grief and spoke of 
patience in suffering and pardon by repentance. Her words fell 
upon the disordered ear of the architect with a heavy comfort and 
he told her what had passed. 

‘Mercy me!" was her exclamation. “Tempted by the fiend 
himself ! so strongly, too!” and so anyiug she left the chamber 
without another word, and hurried of to her confessor. 

Now the confessor of Dame Elfrida was the friend of the Abbot, 
and the Abbot was the coustant counsellor of the Archbishop, and 
so goon as the housekeeper spoke of the wourderful plan he told 
her he would soon see her master, nud went at once to his superior. 
‘That dignitary immediately pictured to himself the hosts of pil- 
grims that would seek a cathedral built with skill from such 
wonderful xketches, and (hopiug himself oue day to be Arch- 
bishop) he hurricd off to the bewildered architect. 

He found him still in bed, and listened with surprise to the glow- 
ing account of the Deimon’s plan. 

“ And would it be equal to all this?” 

“Tt would.” 

“ Could you build it?” 

“T conld.” 

“Would not pilgrims come to womhip in such a cathedral!" 

“ By thousands.” 

« Listen, my son! Goat midnight to the appointed spot; take 
this relic with you ;” and eo saying the Abbot gave him a holy mor- 
sel uf oue of the Eleven Thousand Virgins. “Agree to the terns 
for the design you have so long desired, and when you have got it 
and the Evil Gne presents the parchinent for your signature, show 
this sacred bone." 

After long pondering, the pricst’s advice was taken, andin the 
gloom of night the architect was seen tremblingly hurrying to the 
place of meeting. ‘I'rue to hix time, the Fiend waa there, and with 
x xmile complimented the artist on his punctuality. Drawing from 
his doublet two parchinents, he opened one, on which he traced the 
outlines of the cathedral, aud then avother written in some mys- 
terious character, aud having a yellow brimstony spaco left for & 
bignature. 

Let me examine what I am to pay so dearly for.” 

* Most certainly,” said the Demon, with a smile and a bow that 
would have dowe honor to the court of the Emperor. 

Pressing it with one hand to his breast tho architect with the 
other held up the holy thumb bouv and oxclaimed, “ Avanut, 
Fiend! In the name of the Father and the Son aud the Holy 
Virgins of Cologne, 1 bid thee, Satan, defiance!" and he 
described the sign of the cross directly against the devil's face. 

Juan instan’ bie sinile and the graceful civility were gone. 
With a hideous grin he ayproached the eacred miracle as though he 
would have strangled che possessor ; and yelling with a sound that 
Woke half the sleepers in Cologne, he skipped round and round the 
artisl, Still, however, the play was held tightly with one hand, and 
the relic held forward like asoldicr's rapier with the other, As the 
Fiend turned, so turne:i the architect, uvtil, bethinking himself 
thal another prayer would helj him, he called loudly on St. Ursula. 
The Demon could stand the fight no longer; the chief of the 
Eleven Thousaud Virgius was too much for him. 


- , ” 
“None but a coutessor could hare told you how to cheat 7 
ou 


seemed to Claim kindred with the clouls aid to equal the firmameut | have a more wonderful and perfect design than ever eutered the 
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brain of man, You want fame—the priest wauts a church and 
pilgrims. Listen! That cathedral shall never be finished and 
your nanic shall be forgotten !"’ 

As the dreadful words broke upon his ear the cloak of the tempt 
er stretched out into huge, black wings, which were flapped over 
the spot like two dark thunder clouds, and with such violence 
that the winds were raised from their slumber, and a storm rose 
upon the watera of the Rhine. Hurrying homewanls, the relic 

laced at arm's length over his head, he reached the Abbot's house 
in safety. But the ominous sentence atill rang in his eara; ‘ Un- 
finished aud unknown.” 

Day, months, years passed by, and the cathedral, commenced 
with vigor, was growing into form. ‘The architect hal long before 
determined that an inscription should be engraved upon a plate of 
brass, shaped like a cros¢, aud be fastened upon the front of the first 
tower that reached a good elevation. His vanity already anticipated 
a triumph over the Fiend whom he defrauded. He was author of 
the building which the world could not equal, and in the pride 
of his heart defied all-evil chances to deprive him of fame. 
Going to the top of the building to see where his name 
should be placed, he looked over the edge of the building to decide 
if it were lofty enough to deserve the honor of the inecription, when 
the workmen were aware of a black cloud which suddenly enveloped 
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them and burst in thunder and hail. Looking around when the 


cloud passed away, their master was gone, and one of them declared 
that amidst the noise of the explosion he heard a wail of agony, 
which seemed to say, ‘ Unfinished and unknown.” 

When they descended the tower the body of the architect lay 
crushed upon the pavement, The traveller, until lately, beheld the 
building as it was on the morning when he fell there, and thou- 
sands have sought in vain to learn the name of the architect of 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By G. B. VALLE. 
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WHITE, 


White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SoLUTION oF CHESS PROBLEM OF Fæn. 12TH, BY J. H. Wescott. 


White. 
1—R. to Q. 4, ch. 
2.—Kt. to Kt. 3. 
3.—Kt. to B. 3, mate. 


9.—K. to B. : a 
3.—Kt. to B. 3, mate. 


Correct solution received from Q., and Omega. 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 19th February, 1881.) 


2?,—P. advances. 


Or 1.—K. ‘o K. 4. 
2.—P. takes Kt. 
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77 7, WN GEV, | ane oe — —— percentage of humidity. 


Max. velocity of wind 43 miles per hour on Friday at 7 p.m. 
The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 


the sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer forthe week was 30-183 
inches on Sunday at 10 a.m. and the same reading was made on 
Tuesday at 9.27 pm. The lowest was 29°572 inches on Friday at 


2 p.m. 

The highest temperature for the week was 51° ou Thursday, and 
the lowest was 24°.1 on Saturday. The maximum and minimum 
for the corresponding week of last year were 63°.4 and 34°.6 
reapectively. 

The total amount of rain for the week was 288 inches against a 
total of ‘975 inches for the corresponding week of last year. 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 








IN WARDS. 

Feb. 14, Japanere steamer Viigate aru, Walker, 1,603, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. B. Vo. 

Feb. 14. Japanese steamer Walanoura Maru, Christensen, 1,300, 
from Kobe. Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Feb. 15, British steamer @leniffer, Grabam. 1,360, from London via 
Shanghai, General, to Jerdine, Matheson & Co. 

Feb. 16. German schooner Leuecdicta, Jansen, 247, from Takao, 
Nuyar, to Chinese. 

Feb. 17, Japanese steamer Yakasago Maru, Young, 1,230, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails aud General, to M. B. Co. 

Feb, 17, Japancse steamer Kinahiu Mara, Davidson, 690, from Kobe, 
Mails and General, to M. B. Uo. 
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Digitized by Coc gle 


Feb. 17, Japanese barque Kanayueca Jara, Eckstrand, 1,184, from 
Nagasaki, Coal, to M. B. Co. 

Feb. 17, British steamer. Svada, Reeves, 1,704, from Hongkong via 
Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. Co. 

Feb, 19, Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, from 

t Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 





Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


PASSENGIERS, 

Per British steamer UGleniſſer. from London via Shanghai:—Mr. 
Cearge Ford. ; 

Ver Japanese steamer Tukasayo Varn from Shanghai and port s: - 
Mr. and Mrs Pratteoff aud servant, Messrs. Mototteof, A. Worch, 
J. Colom), E. C. Kirby, J. Reid, and 11 Japanese in cabin; 2 Eu- 
ropean, 2 Chinese, and 200 Japanese in lhe steerage. : 

Per British steamer Sunda from Hongkong vii Nagasaki :—Two 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steumer Shinagawa Mara fram Kobe :—Mr. Oliver 
Smith in cabin ; 1 European, andl $2) Jay-anese in the steerage. 
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OUTWARDS. 
Feb. 12, British steamer Guelir, Killey, 2,652, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by UO. & O. Co. 
Feb. 13, Japanese steamer Shinagetca Maru, Walker, 908, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Feb. 14, British harque Bride, Sutherland, 390, for Kobe, Ballast, 
despatched by Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Feb. 15, Japanese steamer Jukuchiku Maru. Nye, 1,407, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Feb. 15, American ship Haynenot, Nickerson, 1,181, for Kobe, 
Original cargo. 
Feb. 16, Japanese steamer Zukiv Maru. Swain, 1,146, for Shanghai 
and ports, Mails and General, despatcued by M. B. Co. 
Feb. 17, Japanese steamer Shario Maru, Kilgour, 524, for Samo- 
sawn, Mails and General. despatched by M. B. Co. 
Feb. 17, Japanese steamer Wak wnoura Murn, Christensen, 1,300, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, desputehed by M. B. Co. 
Feb. 18, French barque Caroline, Voisin, 70, for Kobe, General 
despatched by M. Raspe. 
Feb. 19, Freuch steamer J o/ya. Guirand, 1,502, for Hongkong, Mails 
and General, despalched by M. BI. Co. 
‘Feb. 19, Japanese steamer Viiyuta Muru, Walker, 1,603, for Hong- 
kong vii Kobe, Mails aud General, despatched by M. B. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per Japanese steamer Viiyate Muru from Hongkong vii Kobe :— 
Messrs. C. J. Strome, and Dujimura In cabin; 120 Japanese in the 
atcerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Meru for Shanghai and way porte :— 
Col. Fletcher and wife, Mr. and Mia Namba, Mr. and Mrs. Roth 
and infant, Mesars. Goble, Father. R. Gother, Dr. L. H. Gulick, 
Capt. Hay, Gergen, Mitsui. Asaigi, Yamanaka, Saito, J. A. Thom- 
son, Takashima, Nayomatsu, Takinnka, Ide, C.C. Coleman, Seki- 
guchi, Hara, Katsura, aud K. Eliers. 

Per French steamer Volgo for Honykouy:—Mesars. P. Sarage, C. 
Fucher. A. Yani, H. (eslien, and M, Sporrer. 

Per Japanese steamer Viigaté Maru for Hongkong via Kobe :— 
Messrs. G. Sule. F. Elgar, Abe, Nishino, Kameshima, and Mori. 
a ee 

CARGOES. 

Per Japanese steamer Zobio VMarw for Shanghai and ports :— 
Treasure... see eee nee eee wee we» $303,000.00 

Per Jepanese steamer Zukasuyo Warn from Shanghai and ports:— 
Treasure ... 0.0... oe. cee . eee ee $15,000.00 

Per British steamer Sede from Hongkong vid, Nagasaki :— 

Transbipmeut : 

Merchandise ... wes eee cee nee eee 292 phe, 
Sundries... 2 ee ee 302 


WOM s- Abt. eae 


9 





594 pkgs. 
Local: — 
Sugar www 


woe 1,411 bags. 
Sundries ... 


--» 170 pkgs. 


Total... 0.0... 4. . eee 1,581 pkge. 
Per Japanese steamer Shinayawa Maru from Kobe :— 
Treasure sc Waa: see leas” Gee’ wee “eve. SID, OOO 
Per French steamer J"olye for Hongkong :— 
Silk for Contineut ...0 00.0... e-. 456 balos. 


” England wo 73 4, 
Total ... 1. 1...) a. 529 Dales. 
Per Japanese steamer Viigates Murn for Nongkong vid Kobe :— 
Treasure Aig. a” Bow, ¢ Giver. Se yen 50.000 











REPORTS, 

The Japanese steamey Wakanoura Mert reports :—Hal a 34 
hours passage from Kobe ; fine weather all the way. 

The Japanese steamer Viryute Mara reports :— Left Hongkong 
February Sth, and Kobe February I2th ; tine weather all the way. 
Arrived in Yokohama, February Lith, at 2.30 a.m. 

The British steamer Glenijer reports :—Fine weather and mode- 
rate X.E. winds till the 13th: rounded Natano Misaki at noun. 
On the l4th, experienced very unxettled weather, terrific squalls, 
aud rain with a nasty eross sea. On the loth at 4 a.m., weather 
more moderate, At 8 passed Kock Island; frum there to port mode- 
rate vortherly wind and fine weather. 

‘The German schooner Benedict reports :—lresh winds and rain 
throughout the voyaxe. 








YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIRiE TABLE. 


LEAVIE YOKOHAMA, 
DaILy :—8.30, aud 9.45 aint. ; 12.00, 1.50, and 4.15 pom, 


LEAVE YUKUSUK A. 
DalLy;—6.45 and 9.30 v.a1., and 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 ra 
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NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 


— — — — — —· — ee + 











ss So ecerivens . P.M. Co. | 

AAR WICA giinis Sate Jodi aioba sects O. & O. Co. ° Feb. 28thi 
Eunore, via LoxGKona ......... BM. MM. Co. Feb. 22ud2 
ERONGKONG .... ........ PL & O. Co. . Mar. 4th 
LonaKkona, vin Konk...... 0.0... SL B. Co.  . Fub. 28th 
RIONGRKONG .....c.ccc00  seccscnsoeeees P.M. Go. | Feb. 27th 
HONGKONG .... ... cece eee ee ee eeees 0. & O. Co. 

Suananar, Hhiogo & Nadwasaci... M. B. Co. | Feb. 27th. 

1.—Left San Fraucixeo, February 8th, Occanie. 
2.—Left Hongkony, February 15th, at 3 p.m., 7anaia. 
NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 

| P.M. Cu. | Mar. Ist 
AM RUICA i 2ivecdesseresscedansctoeete O. & O. Ce. ; Mar. 18th 
Burorn, via WonaKkona ......... 'P. & O. Co Feb. 25th 
urork, vin HongKkona .. ... ... AL. M. Co. | Mar, 5th 
LAKOUATH fcesiedsisansiiconc Bo DAG 4 

HONGKONG, Via Kobe ooo... cece Al. B. Co. Mar. Sth 
HONGKONG ....................... 'O. & O. Co.’ Mar. 2ad 
TIONGKONG ...... cece eee scene scenes P. Al Cay: + 

Suanaiat, Hroao, & Nacweace.! M. B. Co.  * Feb. 23rd 





The arrival and departure. vf inuila by the ‘ Occidental aud 
Oricutal,” the * Pacitic Mail.” and the “ Peninsular and Oriental" 
companies, are approximate ouly. 


— — — — — ee ee — — ——— — —— — — — — — — 
— — — — — — — 


— — — — 


ome tm ee 
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VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 


SAILIED., 


wee * ee - ‘ we ar er - - -—_ 


— · — 


— —— ee — — — 











Darx. Naatxor Vexnnxe, Kuo Kote 
July 23) Furness Abbey Lonpon Hiogo 
Sept. 2 Anun Seiben ANTWkRe Yokohama 
July 17! Ste. Lucic PIILADRLPHTA » 
» ll Auguste | SWANSEA saunki 
Aug. 7 Philip Nelson | Hamnura Yokohama 
Nov. 18! Pakhoi (s.s.) | GLASUOW Jap. via Manila 
»» 19 Ordovic Lonnox Yokohama 
» 22. Malacca Hastpura Yoko. & Hiogo 
» 25! Gleniffer (a.a.) LONDON os ‘ 
Dec. 8; liutshire (s.8.) ‘i Se 
» 19° Telemachus (s.s.) om n ” 
* 17| Marie ANTWERP + ” 


| | 
CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning ............0.06 cesescsesees ....... LE AGM. 
»  Eveniny...... ôôů2.. 5.30 P.M. 
E. Cuamrntys Inwixk, M.A,, 
Lhe Larsonaye, 101, 





UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 


Sunudny dMorning ..................................... Il AM 
F Evening................ ——— 8 P.M 
Rev, LurTIIERK HW. Guaick, M. D., 
Lastor. 


— — — — — — — 
— — — — — — — 


LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 


The following are the signals made from the lightship to denote 
the approach at vessels :-— 

Merchant steamer: —A black ball, with the national flay of the 
vesael below, at the yard arn, 

Mail steamer: —A black diamond, with the company’s Way beluw, 
at the peak 

Man-of-war :—National day of the vessel at the peak. 

Sailing vessels :—Vor a ship: tlay B. (red): barque, Mag C. (red 
ball on white ground) : briy, Way VW. (white ball ou blue grouud) ; 
schooner, tlag I". (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 
with the vessel’s national ay below as soon as it can be made out, 
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VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 






































NAIK. | Carraix. FiaGc ann Ric. Tona. oat. ARRIVED, CONSIGN ERS. 
— — ⸗— 
ISTERAMERS. | 
Gleniffer 1 Grabam | British steamer 1,273 | London vid Shanghai | Feb. 15 | Jardine, Matheson & Uo. 
Menzaleh Honery | French stenmer | 1,273 | Hongkong Feb. 10] M. MM. Co. 
Sunda Reeves ; British steamer | 1,704 | Hongkong vidi Nagasaki) Feb. 17 | P. & O. Co. 
Takasago Maru Young Japanese steamer | 1,230 | Shanghai & ports Feb. 16 | M. B. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS, | 
Anna Wichhorst | Brandit German; schooner 384 | Takao Feb. 10} Chinese 
Alexander ' Carson Americanschooneri 52 | Nagasaki Nov. 3] J.E. Collyer 
Benedicta ' Jansen German schooner | 247 | Takao Feb. 16 | Chinese 
Cilarnum | Beadle British ship 1,850 | Ilouxkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Eller Parker British ship 1,145 | Middlesborough Jan. 9] Hudson & 
Helena | Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Islands Oct. 31] Captain 
Lottie | Hiltz ' German schooner % | Kurile Islands Sept. 4] Hoblnholz & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm | Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
North Star | Johnson Russian schoouer 42 | Kurile [slands Nov. 16] H. W. Hohnbotz & Co. 
Otome | Hardy Americanschooner| 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 i Snow 
Otsego | Isaacson Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3] H. Cook 
Pioneer Maies Russian schooner | 72] Romo, vidi Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Walkh, Hall & Co, 
Presto | Laidman British barque 384 | Takao Feb. 10 /| Tai Tuk Ton 
Remonstrant ' Stoddart British barque 1,044 | London Feb. 10 | Wilkin & Robison 
Scottish Fairy | Toozes British barque 750 | Put in dismasted Oct, 10] Malcolm & Cu. 
Stella Werner American scloone 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 tain 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
Nan. G uns.| Tons, | oe ae Descrirrion. Witenes enon, CoMMANDER. 
Bes, ease — aren enero (Oe Sa —r — 
BRITISH—Albatross... 4 894 | 838 Sloop Chefoo Captain Erri 
RUSSIAN—Africa _... 14 140 : — Cruiser Nagasaki Captain Alescoff 
— Ermak — 4 376 | — Transport —* Captain Kolfchan 
pe Kniaz Pojaraky 12 4,291 — Iro Captain Tirtoff 
‘a Minin ... «. 16 5,300 6,300 | Ironclad Nesasaki Captain Nazimoff 


VESSELS ON 


THE BERTH. 





DENTINATION, - NAMek, 
San Francisco ... — City of Peking 
Nhanyhai and wa -ports... .. Takasago Maru 
For London vii Ko Nognsaki and d Hong. Telemachus 
Hongkong via Nogeak. Sanda 
ongkong via ose un 
Hongkong vid Kobe.. * Sumida Maru 


AUENTS, 


P. M. Co. 

M. 13. Co. 
Butterfield & Swire 
. & O. Co. 

P. & O. Co. 

M. B. Co. 


To ss DesraTrcHED. 


About March ist 
Feb. 23rd, at 4 P. u. 
Quick d 
March 18 

Feb. 25th 

March Sth, at 4 P. u. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 








; i t quotation, 
. : in Yarns 16/24, Medium rathor active at q 
i i the whole especially in irtings dull at quotations. 7. Reds in less demand, 
IMPORTS.—A fair business on lined to be moving. Shirtinge dull at q ek i, 
] iueliuo 1. Woollens and Cloth dull: season 
— ee ohne a Velvets a shade lower. Lawns nomina 
arrivals having 


drawing to a close. 


COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 
COTTON YARNS :— 


i i to 850 
s—Black ... «.. 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $7.00 
v 6 to 24, Common to Medium ... per picul 4 * — * —— Lawns... aoe 12 , 42/,, ä phe — re 
Nosy to "Good to Best... ... .. ” peda 31.25 | Taffachelass:— ... «.. 12 ,, 4 » : ; 
” 1 "N : 20 do. eC ” "6 to 34.75 LLENS — 
ra — 32, Common to Medium ... ” * "50 to 36.50 woo ——— va 40-42 yds. 32 in... 4.50 to 640 
: Best... ... .. ” Plain Orleans ... 1, ... 350 to 4.95 
Good to 39.25 to 40.25 | 5. ed Orleans we 29-30 ,, 31,, 
TES 4048 ate tes, we tee, ” $ ae Orleans... 29-30 ” 31.” "10.00 to 11.00 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— in, $125 to1.65| Italian Cloth 3. 9530» BB w O18 to O81 
Grey Shirtings :—7 1b. per piece 28} —— Ny hed 2.00 | Camlet Gords... ... ... ... 20-30 ,, 22,, ... 450 to 5.50 
— 8i]b. i, ” 45 in, $1.95 to 2.674 Mousselines de Laines :—-Crape 24 yds. = in.... — = oat 
T. Cloths :—7 Ib canoe 32 in. per piece — — do. Itsjime 24 ey cease ce 
rills, English:—14-151b.40 ,, 30in. — 
— — ‘1 ay ” = a i ara * 1574 Cloths, — plain or fancy... oe — apes — * Mery 
i 2—ASSOr;oI... ceo 9 ⸗ ” ecco eee eee eee eee 
Cotton Italiane & Sateons Black 32in. |, 0.094 to 0.15 Presidente. ww w SA yy $056 un O45 to O55 
« g ds: 2 to 2 lb 24 yds. 30 in. a $1.55 to 1.76 Union eon 86000) =— tee lee 54 ” to 56 99 eee 0.30 to 
Tuckey Re — —23433 30 in, . $1.70 to 1.85 Ibs rib. ... 0.87 to 0.39 
De. Sib 24 » 30in, ,, «$1.85 to 1.95 | Blankets, green, 6to 8 lbs. ... ... per Ib. 


SUGAR.—The Benedicta is in from Takao with new crop. Sules have been made at a decline of 8,000 bags 
new, and 1,000 old at quotations. Stock 51,000 bags. 


SAIGON RICE.—Sales of 5,000 piculs. Stock 19,000 piculs. 
KEROSINE.—Six thousand cases have found buyers. Stock is redaced to 424,000 cases. 
Sugar :--Takao in bag Now + «- Pperpioul $4.87 to $4.40 | Japan Rice ... 0 2. 0. eae per picul $2.80 to 3.35 


2.10 
Old... oo, » «$4.27 Japan Wheat ww gg $2.10 
7 iwanfoo in bag... ... — * $4.25 Saigon Rice [cargo] ... ... ... ... * $1.7 
—— cade ak — a $7.75 to $8.50 | Kerosene Oil... ... ... ... — case $1.90 to $1.89 


China No. 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah... os $6.50 to $8.75 





EXPORTS. 


S1LK.—Oor silk market has-been very active during the past week and a brisk demand has existed for all 
classes of silk, settlements amounting to about 700 shipping bales. Prices remain very firm indeed and are about $10 


per picul higher fur Kakedas; besides this, exchange linving advanced, exporters have been placed in a more 
unfavourable position. 


Stock about 3,800 shipping bales. 


Exchange 3/9} Exchange 4.80 

Hanks-—No. 1 & 2............. ++00§560 to $565 = 18/ to 18/2 = fos. 49/20 to fes. 49.50 
— $550 = lie = , » 48.90 
* * 2} * —X Ccccccecces $530 = 17/2 = 9 » 47.00 
a) ” 3 & infrs. COecccccccce $500 = 16/2 = » 2 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra ............... $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/3 = , 57.90to , 58.70 
. — $590 to $610 = 19/4 to 19,11 = * » 56.10 
* * Cc cccveccocccccce $840 to $656 = 170 to 18 = aera 9” ee 

99 29 GD ee eccceccccccccccs = ! = 99 49.1 to 5 
Kakedas—Best .. $600 to $640 = 19'8 to21/ = » 55.40to , 57.90 
» Medium & Good ...... $570 = 18/8 = ,, +» 5180 
Re-Reels Medium to Best... $580 to $600 = 19/ to198 =m ,, 52.20 to »» 54.00 


TEA.—Settlements for the past week amount to 1,000 pienls. The 
attention, the stock of these sorts ig nil, all fresh supplies bei 


better kinds continuing to receive the most 
quotations. Onr stock is reduced to 2,800 piculs 


ug bought up on arrival. Prices are higher, and firm at our 
Common Se i 
Good Common = ae oes * 811 to $14 | — tee eee eee toe ooo a3 re oi 
oe a ee a Re | DEO a as, a a ge 
Mime eae . 819 to 83333 wee . . §87 upward. 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION, 
EXCHANGE.—There has 


: been a consid feat : : ‘ 
of businoss was done for the last French Mail, principally * —— oo saring the past week aud a fair amonnt 


STERLING —Bank 4 months’ Bight . 


. Bauk Bille on demand... "7" ee * laa = se Rone ee i 

" ape — Bight . ...ILI. * Ox New Yorx—Bank Bila questa * 

Os Farts—Mank sight "ne BOE " nO dave’ aight oo! 90 

sy Urivate 6 monthe’ sivht nea On Sax Francisco—Bank Bills 

_drivate 6 monthe’ aight 2 178 nk Billa on demand... 894 

Ox Honaxoxc—Bank sight —— Private 30 days’ sight ......... 903 
* Pri vate 10 days’ sight —— 8 —— 60 dis. 
. TAT EAA ER APSR on ek nseueredie<s @0- Boe ccc — nom, 

—— — . 
SHI 
SHIPPING PPING, 


—No movement whatever, 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS,|NOTICE TO MARINERS, 


en ee G88) | SHIMONOSEKE STRAITS BUOTS, 
KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. Noice IS HUREBY GIVEN that KANABUSE 


ENTRANCE TO N AGAS AKI HARBOUR BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 
"| which were advertised as having broken adrift fcom their 
moorings, have been replaced 





TH GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 





: : BY ORDER. 
notice that, on the night of the Ist day of the 8rd Lighthouse Establishment, 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and Benten 
every night thereafter, from Suuset to Sunrise, a Fixed Yok = 
1 » 1881. 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the ee ee 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the . 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the province of N OTICE TO MARIN ERS, 
Hizen, 


According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 87 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have an arc of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 80’ W. and S. 55° 80’ E. 
Bearings true. 

_ The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 


No. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 


SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 
WREGK NEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS, 


NOUuce IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 
Bark CHINAMAN lies eunk in 5 fathoms of 
water 7 miles to the 8. 87° W. of the Amherst Rocks. 
The iron masts are at present visible. 


By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 
DAVID M. HENDERSON, 


YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works. 


Tokei, February 8rd, 1881. 





Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Engineer’s Office, 
Shanghai, 24th January, 1881. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
HIKU-FLAT BUOY: 


NWT OTIC E. 


HE. UNDERSIGNED will tune Pianos from the Ist 
January, 1881, at the following rates — 


In Yorouama. 


WESTWARD ENTRANCE OF SIMONOSEKI STRAITS. 


— Single tuning - - - - - - Pe 
OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Buoy Annual , --- ee 
‘Moored on the Shallow called HIKU-FLAT, at In Toxro — 
the Westward eutrauce of SIMONOSEKI STRAITS Single tuning - - - - - - Pp 
has broken adrift from its moorings. Annual , - = © © = = 


The buoy will be replaced in its position on an early 
date, of which due notice will be given. 


BY ORDER. PIANOS AND HARMONIUMS REPAIRED. 


C. WAGNER, 


Lighthouse Establishment, No. 220c Bluff 


Benten, 
Veleis fs th Jauuary, 1881. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
IMPORTANT 








IMPORTANT 


EVERYBODY! 





FINHE Rodanow Manufacturing Company (Limited— 
Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
hereafter, even one single Watch to any part of the world 
at wholesale priccs, #.e., 35 per cent cheaper than any 
watchinaker, as none of them ‘is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of every one intending to purchase a 
first-class relial.lc Watch to our following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. 


SILVER WATCH. £ as. 
Crystal glass, seconds hand..............s00 0 10 
Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 
double cover........ —E — co coccee 1 OO 
GOLD WATCH. 
Jowelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hunter, enamel or gold dial, lever 
ESCAPEMENE ...cccccecccccecccece secveee core 1 16 
Hunting case, superior nickel movement, 
best quality with all tho latest improve- 
ments, two gould COVCTS  ccocce eee X 2 03 





Keyless Watches 
(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modern improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so many persous have 
ruined their Watches. ‘The Watch is wound by turning a 
knurled knob, placed on the handle or bow, instead of b 
the ordiuary monns ; the hands are sct in the same ear, 
The advantages of these improvements are obvious Re 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
tight and dust-tight, thus preserving much longer the fluidi- 


ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the inte 
the necessary cleaning of the Wateb. trals between 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


— movemeut, flat, jewellod, crystal £ 5 
£ ass eee ecceccccccccceccccccccebecace eeccese pe 0 
Double cover, enamel or ornamented 
silver dial ............. 105 
Superior skeleton movement, extre —* 
elled, stout double cover ............. : coe 1 16 
GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 
Open face, lever escu j 
: pement, ten jewels... 
Half huuter, best — — — 
improvements, fifteen jewels... ... 3 
Two stout gold covers, chronomete, — * 
ment with coutre seconds hands a 
splendid Watch for presentabion * 3 15 
GOLD KEYLESs CHRONOMETER 
Three gold covers, movement of finest 
workmanship, centre seconds hands ; 
beating hours and quarters......... ane 8 10 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 
weeks, and month on dial, repeating 
hours, quarters, and cighths, three he - 
vy gold covers, warranted for five yeare, 
and without doubt the best and band- 
somest Watch in existeuco--....-.-.-.-.- 15 00 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches can be had in smaller size to 
suit for Indies’ wear at the same price. Monograms 
initials, armes, etc., engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. 

9.—All our Watches are thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, aud will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of the world, together 
with spare mainsprings, glasses, and keys, these being a 
great convenience, as iu man out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost aimatter of impossibility to replace one of those 
articles. 

3.—Every watch is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity aud superiority of its workmau- 
ship for three years, during which time wo charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases arc eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of the best gig et 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed ou orders for 
wix and more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 
climate. 

7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with- 
out difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abroad filled uuless accompanied by 
a remittance to cover the amount, or a reference ou a Boston 
house. 

Persons residiug in any part of the world need not 
hesitate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchanged free and 
safe by post, or money refunded. The best means of send- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any bauker and everywhere,—or 
enclose the amount in bauk-notes, gold coins, or postage 
Stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 
smallest as well as the moet important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will be forwarded without 
delay. We respectfully ask for a trial order. 


THE 


Rodanow Manufacturing 
Company, 


5 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


WERRYWEATHER & SONS, 


Fire Engine Manufacturers, 


Iondon, 





E undersigned having been app. ‘nicd Agents for the 
above firm, is prepared to execute cr. ers for 


FIRE ENGINES & APPLIANCES 
STEAM TRAMWAYS, 


HYDRAULIC ENGINES 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


MALCOLM & CO., 
No. 


| Yokohama, 17th March, 1880, 
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SEVENTH DRAWING. 


CHINESE 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in conformity 
with the stipulation contained in the Bonds of this 
Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be 
paid off at par, on the 28th of February next, when the In- 
terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 
of the Honckone anp SHanGHal Banxkinc Corporation, 
81, Lombard Street, London, E.C., in the presence of 
Greorce Henry Burnett, Esq., Accountant of the said 
Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 





For tHe HonekonG anp SHANGHAI 
BankinG CoRPORATION, 
(Signed) GEO. H. BURNETT, 
Accountant. 


W. W. VENN, Jun, 
Notary Public, 
2, Pope’s Head Alley, Cornhill, E.C. 
London, 13th December, 1880. 


Countersigned, 





The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained on ap- 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honckone ann SHANGHAI 
Baynxrnea Corporation, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Manager. 
Yokohama, February 5th, 1881. 





** Highest AwaRD & Prize Mepat PHILADELPHIA 
Exutsition, 1876.” 








PREPARED EXPRESSLY FoR THE Patany Kutrs- 
CLEANING Macnuiwes, Ixpta Russee axp Burr 
Leatnen Knuire Boarps. Kxurves CoONnsTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS $D. EACH; AND TIxa, 

6p., 1/-, 2/6 awD 4/- EACH. 





Prevent FRICTION IN CLEAXING AND INJUKY TO 
THE EniFe. Oaxey's WELLINGTON Kxire Pourau 
SHOULD BE USED WITH HIs Boarps. 


OAKEY'S:’ & 


°SILVERSMITHS SOAP: 


— {(NON-MERCURIAL], 
Por Ciearino AND PotisnHino Sitver, Erecrro 
Prats, Prare Grass, &c. TABLets 6D. ZACH. 


m OAKEY'S 5 











“WELLINGTON BLACK LEAD: 


In Sotid Brocxs—1p., 2p. & 4p. eacn, & 18. Boxus. 


STE —— ot 
JOHN OAKEY & SONS, 
| MANUEACTURERS OF ~~ \ 


‘ OL thas 
WESTMINSTER BRIDG 
July, 1879, 


Digitized by Co gle 
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THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Presors suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions will die- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicine there is “‘ Health 
forall.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


4 Srm SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled “‘The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,”” says, “I 
“ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that 1 weea 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had n-any applicants, 
“to whom I served out a quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ese are 
“most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Is a cortain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
disesses, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 


Mz. J.T. COOPER, 


in his account of his extraordinary travele in China, published in 
1871, saye—I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. I 
“ gave some to the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
“in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 
“fowl and any quantity of peas, and the demand became so great 
“that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 

May 17th, 1873. tf 








» LONDON, 


AVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET 


And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


— — — — — — 
os ne ae . 7 —— 
8 4". . Ta} 
4 . ‘ 








Cigars, Cigarotto or ‘cobacco, also Pastilles ard sowder for Inhalation, 


December 1880. 





“~ 
— 
— 
*8* 


H. MacARTHUR, 


SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NO. 70, Yokohama, 


(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 
Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
— et: REET 
Bos: Baise 
NOW. FEANDYSIDE 0. Bere ties 
. . J * * — 32 6 3a 
Limited. — ———— B33 af ag8 2 
—— Seb these 
— — Sis eis 
segs : 
32, Walbrook. London, yf) se Sis 
BRITANN(A IRON WORKS, DERBY, > = cl ites) 
° a = — —2 
Manufacture all kinds of oO. Ya — 8 
o>. — im: S824 
Oo: — ES = 
IRONWORK Sa > Aa 
9 uae a": & io 
: —— Le — 
Structural & Ornamental. ae. > 5 ieee ig 
: . — 8 td Sf. ° 
BRIDGES of every description. Girder Bridges. Arch — — — 2* * = 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. re ~ E = BB é = 
= o| E B® Ss" 
A H. & Co. make every year for Foreign Countries some a = — * 
thousands of Tons of Bridges. Os —— 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. ES —A2 8* Ey fi! 
in et = oO 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS, freeeed — <5 be iB 
Tlustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. IiS20F: = 2 J 
cnr say Tes — 7. ar se 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. ee oo att 
See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) . “ 3 = nS : o 
with 1,300 designs. le) 2 2 * es 
Railings. Balcony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. xy = =. J rt 
Gates. Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. : 
Lv-ap-pillars. Laup-brackets. | Windows. Casements. August 2, 1879. 26780 
Balusters. Newels. Fountains, Drinking Fountains. : 
Orestings. Terminals. Vases. Pedestals. 





Conservatories. Band-Stands. 


SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES! ... , 575 Rs MARE. 





12 Shapes and Sizes. 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside: & Co., Limited, ELLWOOD’S 


LON DON. PATENT AIR CHAMBER 
2cins- JH ATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 








Jose GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. _ Gold. AGAINST SUN STROKE. 
youura GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. To be obtained of * — ree be and Outfitters 
an olesale only o 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. . 
J Peis! J. ELLWOOD & SONS, 
yours GILLOTI’S STEEL PENS. 1878. LONDON. 


April, 1880. Beware of Useless Imitations. 


DINNEFORD'S tt=strsbencats 


CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY REN AND INFANTS 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBUEN, AND FOR REGULAR USE 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. IN WARM CLIMATES. 


a i FLUID 
DINNEFORDEC, mats MAGNESIA. 











And of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 
London, the World. ii 
W-B. ASK FOR DINWNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
April 10, 1880 ly 


——— Go gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S i a 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 7 J. — AMYING 5 
esas — i J. & E. ATKINSON 
Wine Frise Medals, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. ⸗ 
— 4 PERFUMERY, 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, BH] cc.ccrated for nearly a centary past, fe of the very best English i 
JAMS AND JELLIES, qe eae oe 
ORANGE MARMALADE, EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, Qe ON VIENNA, 1678. PHILADELPHIA. Tie i 
PURE SALAD OIL, ff GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878.8 
MUSTARD, VINEG iA 16 AUAIAe nenenss@ 2 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, H ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMZS FOR & 
WRESH SALMON AND HERERINGS, : THE HANDKERCHIEF. | 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, my White Rose, Frangipanne, Ylangslang, Stephanotis, J 


Opopanax, Jockey Club. Ess uet, Trevol; 
4 Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Boesaet, 
and all other odours, of the fincet quality valy. ; 


YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 


ae 9 
_PRESERVED VEGETABLES, : ATKINSON’S 
PRESERVED CHEESE, — —— vg eae 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, : ATKINSON’S 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, ‘ OLD BROWN WINDSOR SOAP, . 
YORESHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, Ml eclebrated for 20 many years, continues to be made aa hereto- : 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, ee, Sars —⏑ Met be sound — Goreme 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 1) «ss ATWumsow’s wurTE ROSE ToNET vorccan, = 
LEA AND PRERINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE indispensible Tollet accompaniment, asd mest (¥1 
SAUCE. F pac sn etreshing Perfume for the Hasdhereiiel. * 
— — oo, — WHITE ROSE Torn — — 
Fresh supplies of the above, ond numerous other table A Shcaned ef” all dealers throughout the Woeht, ot the 7 
loactes, may be had from most StoreRecpers. : — — ae 
J. & BE. ATKINSON, i 
CAUTION. ] 94, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. ft 
To t the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars a PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. ; 
y should invariably be destroyed when empty. : “ae 


OCAUTION.—Mesars. J. & E. ATKINSON . 
the best quality ently. Purchasers are I" 
ptr posted re that each article FE 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 3 * 
1 $e tabellod with the arate Trade Mask a bite Rose" cna BAe 
“ Golden Lyre.” ee 


any attempt at substitution of articles of 
brands. 


AL genuine goods bear the Crosse § Blackwell 
on the Labels, Catks ane Canctles of the Botilon 
Jare and Tins. 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. _ NOTICE. 


July, 1878. 








ADOLPHUS SINGTON & GO.,|vc °°} (OMMERCIAL DINIKG ROOMS, {TS 


N and after this date, the following prices will be 


MANCHESTER, charged _— . 
BNGLAND. 
BOARD ccccscsesccccccccccccecccceee-per month $25.00 
eit al —— ne ne Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF With European fire-places, aud very comfort guaranteed 
MAOHINERY. Wx. CURTIS. 
May 4, 1878. Yokohama, November 9th, 1880. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy jor sndigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being @ medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the “* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomac 

** Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony fo the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles st 1s. 14d., 28. Od., and 11s. cach, by ali Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 


CAUTION. 
Be sure and ash for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 


— — 








November 11th, 1878. 


Google 
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BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES, 


aud all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


In exterminatiug Beetlos the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no ono need be troubled by those pests. 
It rage cleau in application. 

for and be sure to obtuin “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. 
Soto By aL Cuexists 1n Bortes, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 


preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
Mr. Kzarina, ; 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my daty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
gay is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
T have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
broaght me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
~— long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 

J 
: M. A. WALKER. 
Soip 1m Borris, by acy Coessts anp Druceists. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy bave been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to commnunicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


Ek. P & W. BALDWIN, 
| WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 
BRANDED 
‘*BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘*SEVERN.”’ 


TIN PLATES, 


J 6 99 
pranped | EP&.N8” ‘wipen,“yNicoRN,” 
“SARLEY @,” “STOUR.” 


ing Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
manne jand Close Annealed. 





Parp-uP CAPITAL ... ... «.» ..- $5,000,000. 
RESERVE FUND... ... 0. «++ «++ $1,600,000. 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 





COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—The Hon. W. Keswick, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—A.ex. McIver, Esq. 


. R. Belilios, Esq., H. L, Dalrymple, Esq., H. Hoppius, 
Wilhelm Reiners, Esq., F. D. Sassoon, Eaq., W. 8. Youve, en” 
H. de Courcy Forbes, Esq., 
Chief Manager—THos Jackson, Esq. 








LONDON COMMITTEE. 
A. H. Phillpots, Esq., Director of London and County Bank. 
E. F. Dancanson, Esq., of Messrs. T. A. Gibb & Co. 
Albert Deacon, Eseq., of Messrs. E. & A. Deacon. 
| Manager—Davip McLean, Esq. 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 








SHANGHAI. 
Manager—Ewsn CaMERON, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, 
Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances, 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
99 59 99 99 99 99 4 99 
99 99 99 e9 9D 99 99 
LocaL Brus Discounren, 
Credits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
ot Banking and Ex business transacted. 
Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular N 


issued for the use of Travellers. 
JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
Yokohama, 25th August, 1880. 


Ghe “Japan Sail,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


ESTABLISHED, 1865. 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprrion. The “‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


ForTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers via 
Francisco. Per annum, $12; Six-months, $7; Three 

months, $4. 


Tue Japax Datty Matt is published every morning (Sundays ¢z- 

cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Passenger lists, Cargoes, Versels on the Berth and 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Also the latest Telegrams, Japanese 
news, Reporte of Trials in the Courte of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies. and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, ite low price bringing it wi 
the means of al! classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional advertising advantages, and secures to 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed st by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co..2, Rood Lane, London, E.C. 
April, 1880. 


AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 
LOXDOX..................... G. Street. 30, Cornhill. 





ie Bates, Hendy, & Co.. 4, Old Jewry. 
¢6 ) NEW VXORX............... A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
T A E H ] 0 G 0) N {i W 8 ° SAN FRBAXCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGKONG.................. Kelly & Co. 
PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY BIORNING, SHANGRAI..........s..e00.- China and Japan Trading Co. 
(Sundays excepted). HIOGO & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
NAGASAKLI...........000-00- China & Japan Trading Co. . 
(BSCRIPTION $24 per Annam, payable half-yearly | Wo are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertiseme? 


in advance. 
forms for Advertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE, 
Yokohama, Febraary 12, 1874. tf. 


for these papers. 
— — ⸗ 


Printed and published for the Proprietor, by the Manage 


A. Hersert BLACKWELL, at tha “ Japan Mail” Offes, is 
Bund, Yokohama. 
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Ghe Japan Weebly await. 


“Fats CE QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA.’ 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No netice will be taken of anonymonscorrespondence. Whatever 
fa iutended for insertion in the Jaran Wrexry Matt. must be 
aathenticated by the name and address of the writer, not for publica- 
tion but asa guarantee of good faith. 

It — requested that alllettera on business, relating to 
Adve ments, dob-printing, or Accounts, be addreseed to the Mana- 
OBR: 

And that literary contributions of every description be addressed to 
the EpiTon. 





YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26ru, 1881. 
Jarauues Era 2541, Muizt ldtu YRaR, 2ep Monrn, 2%rm Dar: 





BIRTH. 


On the 20th instant, at No. 62, Blaff, Yokohama, the wife of 
Vnauu Barrie of a daughter. 





His Majesty the Kiug of Hawaii—travolling strictly in- 
cognito—left Honolulu for Sau Francisco, about January 
18th. His intention, we underatand, was to embark in the 
first steamer for Japan, whence he will proceed to China, 
India, Singapore aud Europe, returning to Hawaii vid the 
United States in October next. 

His Majesty is accompanied by his Chamberlain the Hon. 
C. H. Judd and also by His Excellency Mr. Nevius Arm- 
strong, Royal Commissioner of Education. One of the ob- 
jects of the King’s tour is to procure facilitics for the immi- 
Gration to Hawaii of families suited to act as domestic ser- 
vanis, agricultural labourers and so forth. Atpresent three 
or four huudred Japanese men, women and children, are 
liviug in Hawaii in this capacity. They are well treated 
by the Government and people of the country, and their 
Prosperous condition justifies the authorities in desiring to 
See their numbers augmented. Hawaii has a population of 
about sixty thousand, but owing to a constant decrease from 
Various causes in the numbers of its native inhabitants, only 
* comparatively emall portion of the arable laud can be 

kept nuder cultivation. A Reciprocity Treaty with the 
United States provides for the admission of sugar without 


Google 


duty, aud on the whole the islands are believed to be ca- 
pable of malutaining fally a million people, Under these 
cireumstances the Hawaiian Government not annatarally 
desires to promote a legitimate and permanent immigratioa, 
vor do we see that Japan can derive anything bat benefit 
by countenancing the project. 

Meanwhile we trust that fitting arrangements will be made 
for the reception and entertainment of His Majesty during 
his stay in Japan. We are not disposed either to counsel 
unnecessary expenditure or to set over-much store by the 
idle tittle-tattle of unthinking folk, but so much has been 
said from time to time about interested hospitality and so 
forth, that we are inclined to regard this as rather a favor- 
able opportunity for a farther display of that courtesy now 
so intimately associated with our ideas of Japan, and which, 
for the rest, is indisputably due in the present case. 





A more careful examination of H. I. J. M. §. Fuso has 
tended rather to diminish than (o confirm the suspicious of 
galvanic action, by which she was lately supposed to:have 
heen attacked. At any rate the eclheme of sendiug her to 
England for repairs, does not seem likely to pass beyond 
the region of ideas, aud we are not at all surprised that it 
should be so. At Hongkong, for example, a period of four 
days and au outlay of three thousand dollars generally 
suffice for the docking, painting aud discharge of H. M.S. 
Tron Duke, and it is difficult to believe that work equally 
economical and expeditious could not be achieved in Japan, 
where ample dock accommodation and thoroughly skilled 
labour are at hand. 

Meanwhile this unexpected corrosion of the Fiso's plates 
tends to strengthen a previously entertained suspicion that 
the waters of this anchorage possess some chemical proper- 
ties particularly noxious to irou ships. Considering the 
exteusive copper deposits known to exist in Japan, we 
should not be surprised to find, that the seas which wash 
her shores are more or less charged with sulphate of copper. 
Should an analysis establish this fact, it woald not only 
explain the Fuso’s injuries, but also be cousistent with 
conditions known to obtain iu the waters of Chili, Peru aud 
other South American ports where copper formations exist. 
The Messageries steamers remain in this harbour for about 
a month at atime, aud find it necessary to go into dock at 
intervals uot exceeding four times that period, Fouling 
and corrosion of plates take place of sourse more rapidly ia 
vessels that remain stationary than ia those that are kept 
in motion, aud with the exception of about fourteen days, 
the Fuso lad been at anchor fur a period of uot less than 
eight months, some portion of which extended into the hot 
season, when the temperature of the water is high and 
chemical action abnormally rapid. Her state when docked 
did not exhibit anything inexplicably in excess of what 
might have been anticipated under such circumstances, nor 
yet anything that may uot be successfully repaired and 
effectually guarded agaiust in tho fature, The necessity of 
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nore freqaent examination has at ut any rate been demon- 
strated, and might indeed bave beeu anticipated from the 
case of the Jron Duke, which, though cruising almost 
constantly, has been “ laid up” three times duriug the past 
year. 





In proportion as the time for opening the Exhibition 
approaches public opinion seems to grow more aud more 
exercised about the prospects of the affair. The buildiugs 
still look unfinished, the specimens in confusion, and the 
ground little more than half laid out. Furious winds 
and choking dust storms also tend each day to disturb our 
pleasurable anticipations nud men begin to ask each 
other whether there was really any imperative reason 
for all this inexplicable precipitaucy. Ifthe Exhibition 
is only to be opeu for a hundred days, April, May and 
June would have avoided the hot weather quite as 
well as March, April and May, and would certainly have 
been more genial months for sight-seeing. We suspect, 
however, that the handred day promise must not be taken 
altogether au pied de la lettre. All public performances are 
arranged with a view to some “ positively lust nppearances,” 
and the Commissioners of the Exhibition are not acting 
unwisely io their generation when they trust the novelty 
of the affair to overcome any extraneous inconveniences iu 
its early stages, and depend on the charms of its surround- 
ings to attract visitors during a possible postponement of 
its demise. For the rest our own experience has not 
taught us that a perfect state of preparation is the uormal 
condition of exhibitious at the moment of opening, and we 
are disposed to prophesy less dissatisfnction than agreeable 
disappointment on the part of the public next week. 





Meanwhile we have been desired to state that the open- 
ing ceremony is definitely fixed for Tuesday morning at 
8,80 o'clock. Inability to complete the proposed arrange- 
ments within the time fixed has necessitated a modification 
of the programme, and the Foreign Representatives will be 
the only Westerns present. Their invitations, as well as 
those of the Princes, Nobles, Privy Councillors and Ministers 
of Departments, will be issued in the name of the President, 
H. L. H. Prince Kita-Shirakawa, while the Vice-ministers 
and others officials will be invited by the Vico-president, 
H. E. Matsukata. The ceremony will be confined to 
speeches by H. I. M. the Emperor, H. I. H. tho President, 
and the Governor of Tokio, Mr. Matsuda, who will repre- 
sent the industrial interests of Japan. The rofreshments will 
probably be confined to something of u very trifling nature, 
as it has been found impossible to prepare any place snit- 
able for a set collation. The buildings will bo thrown open 
to the geveral public from 2.20 p.m. to 9 p.m. and the 
Military and Naval Bands will be in attotiduuce. 





Visitors to the Uyeno Exhibition may expect to derive 
physical as well as moral benefit, for the mere exercise of 
walking round the buildings will be no trifling matter. A 
thorough circuit of the stands in the first four halls will be 
equivalent to a peregrination of 4,800 yards, while an equally 
careful examination of the Machinery and Fine Arts Depart- 
ments will necessitate a journey of ten thousand eight 
handred yards, so that if any one has patience to “do” the 
whole thing completely, he will be able to congratalare 
himself on having walked about nine miles! We recum- 
mend these figures to the consideration of some public-spirited 
Gunter, skilled in the manufacture of ices and cocktails, 
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When, in framing their convention with the Rojia in 
October 1864, the Representatives of Great Britain, France, 
the United States and the Netherlands, were careful to 
insert the 3rd article—an article declaring that the receipt 
of money had never been the object of the four Powers and 
that Japan might, if she would, escape the payment of 
an indemnity altogether by opening an eligible port in the 
Inland Sea—and when, later, on, Lord Clarendon wrote that 
Her Majesty's Government consented to an equal partition 
of the indemnity, since they estimated the hearty codpera- 
tion of the allied powers at something more than a mere 
money value, it must have been very plain to Japan that her 
opponents were not actuated by pecuniary considerations alone. 
America will therefore be ouly carrying out the policy 
she, in common with her allies, then enunciated, should she 
retarn to Japan that portion of the indemnity which exceeds 
the expenses actually incurred in the Shimonoseki expedition, 
Whether, however, Great Britain ought to have any voice in 
this matter,is a point that might be reasonably deemed worthy 
of consideration. It will be observea, for example, that the 
“‘(‘ommittee on Foreign Relations” recommend the pay- ~ 
ment of $248,000 to the officers and crews of U. 8. ships 
Wyoming and Takiang. Now the Wyoming took no 
share in the combined attack upon Shimonoseki. She 
ran down to the Straits in July, 18638, and after successfully 
bombarding the Choshiu batteries and ships, came off with a 
loss of five men killed and six wounded. The Takiang 
was a chartered steam vessel with an officer, a party of men, 
and a gun of the U. S. corvette Jamestown, so that 
whatever moral effect her presence may have exercised, the 
material aid she rendered cannot have been large. Assuming 
however, that without reference to the number of men or weight 
of armament, two hundred and forty eight thousand dollars 
represents the just appropriation for two ships, it follows 
that England, who sent nine ships, a battalion of marines and 
a detachment of sappers, ought to have received something 
very like three millions of dollars, whereas her share really 
amounted to seven hundred and fifty thousand. We have 
no desire whatsoever to laud ourselves, but we do think that 
a creditor who waived so large a portion of his due for the 
sake of a principle, deserves some fraction of credit at this 
juncture, for it will scarcely be denied that America owes her 
present ability to be generous in the first place to England's 
magnauimity. However this may be, the restitution con- 
templated by the Government of the United States is an act 
worthy of all admiration, and it gives us sincere pleasure to 
note the steps by which it is gradually approaching consum- 
mation, A San Francisco journal, received by the last 
steamer, has the following :-— 

Washington, January 18th.—Senator Eaton, from the 
Cummittee on Foreign tions, to-day submitted to the 
Senate a report accompanied by two bills in relation to the 
Japanese indemnity fund of $1,711,224, the proceeds of 
$785,000 paid by Japan as indemuity for the expenses of 
au expedition participated in by Great Britain, France, 
Holland and the United States, which in 1863-64 destroy- 
ed the batteries of the Prince of Choshiu, who attempted 
to close the Straits of Shimonoseki against foreign com- 
merce. The committee recommend that, after deducting 
$248,000, the remainder of the fund, $1,463,224 in gold, 
be returned to Japan. The two bills authorize the pay- 
ment of $248,000 to the officers and crews of the United 
States ship Wyoming and the Steamor Takiang, and the 


nyment of the remainder of the fund to the Japanese 
Government, 

Accompanying the report from the committee was a me- 
morint filed last year by the New York Chamber of Com- 
merce transmitting the action taken upon the recommen- 
dation of the Foreigu Affairs Committee of that body. ‘Tho 
document was reported to The World when it was sent to 
the Senate last winter, It recites that at the monthly 
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opinions set forth by its Foreign Affuirs Committee in their 
report of July, 1876, were renffirmed and the Chamber re- 
commended it as wise, Just and expedient that a return to 
the Japanese Government be made of such portion of the 
fund as remained after deducting equitable compensation to 
the Americans who participated in the hostile proceedings 
at the Straits of Shimonoseki. The document then gives 
in detail the historical incidents connected with the hostili- 
ties and with the subsequent convention at which the in- 
demnity was awarded, and submits that the Government 
was entitled to only about $140,000 out of the $750,000, 
which it received. ‘Thosenmounts were increased by add- 
ing interest at 5 per cent. since 1868, the year in which 
the indemnity was awarded. The resolution of the Cham- 
ber was that Congress be nsked to investigate the cir- 
cumstances of the case andif the facts appeared as stated 
to reimburse the Japanese Government. It was upon this 
memorial that the Senate Committee acted and the Chamber 
of Commerce may take full credit for the bills reported from 
the committee to-day. 





We regret to learn that Admiral Lessoffsky’s recovery is 
likely to be more protracted than the public had anticipated. 
The gallant officer's injuries are of a two-fold nature; fracture 
of the thigh and a severe contusion of the knee. ‘The frac- 
ture has progressed so favorably that the splints have 
been removed and the cure pronounced complete, but 
the contusion has assumed a more serious complexion 
and it is feared that a considerable interval must 
clapse before the Admiral is able to walk. ‘The acci- 
dent is one that particularly enlists our sympathies, 
for it scems to lave been brought stout eutirely by the 
Admiral’s auxiety on bebalf of his ship. Already suffering 
from what threatened to be a distressing indisposition, he 
had been strictly enjoined not to leave his birth ‘by his 
medical adviser, but an old sailor’s aversion to lying quiet 
while his vessel is doing battle with a fierce gale and a 
heavy sca, proved too much for him. He dressed himself 
without aid and made his way on deck, but at the very 
moment be opened his state room door, a huge sea struck 
the ship and sweeping the Admiral away, dashed him 
Violently against the bulwarks. It was little short of a 
miracle indeed that he was not carried overboard or even 
more seriously injured. As it is, while heartily condoling 
With the gallant officer and earnestly desiring his speedy- 
recovery, we cannot help reflecting how much more trying 
his enforced inaction might have proved had not the war 
once so imminent, been averted, for the nonce at least, by 
patient diplomacy and mutual concession. 





His Excelleucy Matsugnta, Miuister for Home Affairs, 
has been appointed Vice-President of the Uyeno Exhibition, 
aud the list of Commissiouers has Leen increased by the 
name of Sudzuki Kinzo, a gentleman whose loug residence 
in America aud Europe, and thorough knowledge of 
Western customs specially fit him for duties whose dis- 
charge will bring him iuto constant contact with foreigners. 





Shotai, sometime king of Riukiu and now a Japaneso 
nobleman, has just presented the sum of five thousand yen 
lo the custodians of his ancestors’ tombs at the Monastery 
of Yenkaku near his former palace. On the whole the 
dynastic history of Riukiu contrasts favorably with that of 
most Western states, though it can show not hing like the 
perennial coatinnity of Japan’s imperial succexsion. Before 
the Minamoto Knight, Tametomo, landed at Unten in 1158, 
twenty three generations of kings had ocenpied the throne 
of Rinkia, but of their story nothing remains save the most 
meagre traditions. With Tametomo the written annals of 
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e islands commence. His son, Shinten, is to Riukiu what 
Jimmu Tenno is to Japan, the connecting link bet ween myth- 
ology and history, and his effigy fitly occupies the place 
of honor in the royal mausoleum at Yenkaku. Tame‘omo’'s 
line did not, however, sway the sceptre long. His grand- 
son Gihon, believing that « cruel famine and plague by 
which the islands were visited during his reign, were hea- 
veu's judgments on the usurpers, abdicated, and passed the 
remaining years of his life in the monastery of Hokuzan, 
He was succeeded by Teasonshi, a scion of the former kings, 
whose descendent, Satto, six generations removed, first did 
homage to China, then governed by the Min dynasty. 
Satto’s grandson, Bunei, was the Nero of Riakiu. His 
cruelties aud exceases proved more than even the peacefal 
islanders could endure, and he finally lost his lifein a revolt 
headed by Shohashi, whose father Shisho, subsequently 
came to the throne. Seven generations later similar in- 
temperance on the part of King Shotoku indaced the people 
to take the law into their own hands again. They pre- 
vented the accession of Shotoku’s son and in his stead 
elected (1481) one Shozen, generally believed tobe a des- 
cendent of Tametomo. Shotai, the present ex-king, is the 
twenty-fourth scion of Shozen’s live, and if this genealogy 
be correct, his so-called exile in Japan and reduction to the 
rank of an ordinary nobleman, might more justly be de- 
scribed as a return to the station occupied by his ancestor 
Tametomo. 


The following letter from the London and China Express 
will be read with interest. It emphasizes an important point 
in the terms of the proposed treaties, and corrects an error 
that may not be confined to the editor of the journal by which 
it was promalgated :— 

REVISION OF THE JAPANESE TREATIES. 
(To the Editor of the London and China Express.) 


Sre,—I beg you will allow me to poiut out an error of 
considerable gravity in the article on “ ‘Che Revision of the 
Treaties with the Japanese” in your issue of 17th September. 
Speaking of the Japanese proposals, you say:—“ Iu offences 
avainst the State the foreign Courts are to have jurisdiction 
up to three months’ imprisonment, or a fine of 500 yen;” and 
a little further down occurs the comment :—“ One grave 
point seems to'be that in the cases where the concessions are 
to be withdrawn, or to have no effect, the matters affected 
are those of a serious character, and such as should not be 
transferred to native jurisdiction.” If you will refer to the 
fifth section of the “ Memorandum relating to jurisdiction” 
in the version illicitly published some months ago by an 
English paper in Japan, upon which version your article may 
be seen from internal evidence to be founded, and from which, 
though extremely faulty (being a translation of a translation) 
it is possible in this instance to gather the correct effect of 
the original, you will find that your statement exactly reverses 
the case—the concession to foreign Courts in the matters in 
question being renlly made in cases above, not below the limit 
referred to, the less serious cases only being retained within 
the jurisdiction of the territorial authorities. ; 

This misstatement of what is probably the most important 
among the proposals relating to jurisdiction (it is certaiuly 
the one involving the greatest departare from the existing 
practice), when appearing in a paper sach as yours, pablished 
in England, is calculated so completely to misinform and (as 
your own comment shows) so falsely to prejudice those of the 
public interested in the matter, that I trust you will, in 
fairness to Japan, give publicity to this correction.—I am, &c., 
An ENGLISHMAN IN THE JaPaNksk GoverxmMeNnt SERVICE. 

Tokio, Nov. 13. 





Since the 21st inst. the barning of old kinsatz has been 
carried on every fine day at the Printing Bareaa of the 
‘Treasury. The number to be destroyed amounts to eighteen 
hundred and seventy thousand, and the operation will be 
completed, weather permitting, by the end of the month, 
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Formerly the worn-out notes were boiled in a huge cauldron 
erected for the purpose, but burning is now preferred, being 
at once less tedious and more efficacious. It is proposed 
also immediately to commence exchanging the newly manu- 
factured one and two yen notes for kinsatz of the same 
denominations now in circulation. Fifty thousand notes of 
the new issue have been submitted to His Majesty the 
Emperor for approval, and all the arrangements for the 
substitution are completed. The difference between the new 
and old paper seems to be one of shape and quality only, 
experience having shown that thinness of texture and length 
largely in excess of breadth, are essentials to the longevity of 
paper money. A new issue of ten sen satz will also take 
place, but these will present no novelty, being destined sim- 
ply to take the place of those that have become unserviceable 
from wear and tear. A computation lately made at the 
Treasury shows, that the quantity of paper money accidentally 
destroyed bears to that actually worn out the proportion of 
one to ten. 





It is expected that the duties of the Printing Bureau of 
the Treasury will have been completed by the middle of next 
year, so far at least as the production of paper-money is 
concerned. Rumour credits the Government with an inten- 
tion of changing the Bureau eventually into au establishment 
for job-printing and wall-paper manufacture, but we are not 
disposed to place much faith in such conjectures. The indus- 
tries hitherto carried on by the State have been undertaken 
for educational purposes and not with a view to any immediate 
profit, and we cannot for a moment believe that Japanese 
legislators, while readily adapting themselves to the results 
of western experience in all other matters, have wilfully shut 
their eyes tothe lesson taught by incalculable losses and 
endless discontent ; the lesson that the Government is not 
the people’s purse-keeper, and that when it applies the 
national funds to setting itself up as the nation’s industrial 
rival, it is guilty of something very much worse than mis- 
appropriation. It would obviously be unwise to leave the 
building and plant of the Printing Bureau unemployed, but 
it would be incalculably more unwise to employ them in 
opposition to private enterprise and at the expense of produc- 
tive capital. 





A number of silver cups, weighing in the aggregate fully a 
thousand ounces have, it is said, been forwarded from the 
Treasury to Ozaka for minting purposes. These cnps were 
originally destined to be presented, as national rewards, to 
persons who had contribated more than a hundred and less 
than a thousand yen to works of public utility, but it would 
seem either that the people's generosity in sach matters has- 
been slightly over-estimated, or that those who advocate the 
substitution of medals for wine goblets have carried their 
point. 





We understand that it is proposed to hold an Agricultural 
conference next month at the Home Office. The farming 
intorests in the various provinces will be represented by men 
of tried experience and local reputation, and we may expect 
that some questions of great moment will be discussed. 





In bygone centuries the village of Seto in Owari was 
the Keramic Capital of Japan. Hizen and Kiyoto sub- 
sequently disputed the palm with it, but since the Restora- 
tion it has ngain recovered its preéminence, and sume 
connoisseurs now hold that its blue and whito porelain 
rivals auything ever produced. The chef d'euvres of the 
aucient Seto potters—their “ eye hitters,” as Mr. Griffis in 
his exquisite ignorance translates the term “ meibutz”—were 
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the tiniest of tiny pots, destined to contain the powdered 
tea by which men set so much store in those days. The 
keramists of the middle ages were indeed the most finikin 
of workmen, busying themselves with almost imperceptible 
niceties of shape and inappreciable varieties of glaze, and 
neither their early models nor later modifications go far to es- 
tablish their art reputation. Now, strange to say, they have 
passed to the opposite extreme. Visitors to the first French 
Exhibition were astonnded at the colossal vases aud monster 
jars Owari contributed ; pieces remarkable alike for their ss- 
thetic excellence and for the technical skill displayed in their 
manufacture, and we ourselves see every day what huge speci- 
mens Owari and Hizen send into the markets. Still there are 
limits to the dimensions of these giants ; limits set by con- 
ditions which we can easily appreciate when we read the 
story of the celebrated “Song-Kang" of Kinteching, the 
‘¢ Dragon Vases,” six feet high and five inches thick, which 
the skillful potters of the Min dynasty succeeded in turning 
out, but which proved an impossibility to their descendants 
until the day of the “divine” Tang, two centuries later. Each 
of these jars required, of course, a separate furnace, aud the 
difficulty of stoving them successfully may be gathered from 
Julien’s description :—“ Lorsqu’ou les cuisait, pendent sept 
jours et sept nuits on entretessit un feu lent et faible, 
Aprés cela on chauffait avec vigeur pendant deux jours 
et deux nuils. Quand la cazette de la jarre était devenue. 
rouge et qu’ensuite elle avait passe au blanc, qu’en avant et 
en arrigre elle se trouvait transparente, alors on arrétait le 
feu et l’ou bouchait la porte de four. Au bout de dix autres 
Jours, le four é6tant refrvidi, on oavrait la porte et l'on retirait 
les vases. Pour chaque four on brulait environ cent trente 
charges de bois.” The celebrsted “ Memorial Vases,” pre- 
sented to America by the French Keramists at the Centen- 
nial of Independence, are twelve feet high, and of propor- 
tionate girth. They are the largest ever made in Europe, 
probably also in the world, for neither Hizen nor Owari has 
as yet produced anything comparable in total bulk. Their 
modeller, M. Renard, was obliged to work at each inoesa- 
santly for the greater part of two days and two nights so 
as to take the fullest advantage of the clay's plasticity, aud 
they were fired in kilus built round them where they stood. 
From first to last they represent the outcome of mora than 
a year's labour, and that, too, the labour of France's best 
keramic artisty. Even these, however, have now been sur- 
passed. The porcelain dealers of Ozaka have just presented 
to the Shrine of Sumiyoshi at Sakai, a pair of lamp pedes- 
tals, the work of the Seto potters. Made of white porcelain, 
decorated with blue under the glaze, they are said to be 
without flaw from top to bottom and are no less than 
twenty three feet high. 





During the last two years a certain amount of incon- 
venient friction has been developed in that portion of the 
machinery of State which connects the central power with 
the local administrations. The Divisional Assemblies have 
betrayed a propensity to stretch the limits of their discre- 
tiouary powers, and the result has been misapprebension, 
aud occasionally direct contravention, of orders emanating 
from the Council of State. To provide agaiust similar in- 
expediencies in the future, it has been decided to form a 
sub-department of the Privy Council with functions 
specially directed to the investigation of executive regula- 
lions proposed by Prefects or Prefectural Assemblies. The 
personnel of this Shiuri Kiyoku, or Bareau of Perscrutation, 
will comprise a privy councillor—who will act as president, 
-a Senator, two judges of the Supreme Court and two 
secretaries of the Privy Council. 
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His Majesty the Emperor returned on the 21st from His 
hunting expedition. The first night (18th) was passed at 
Hachdji, and on the following morning at six o’clock the hunt- 
ing commenced. His Majesty was mounted on his favorite 
horse “ Kinkazan’’ (Golden Flower Hill), and took an ac- 
tive share in the proceedings. Game was plentiful and a 
large number of hares were netted before evening. Mean- 
while H. I. H. Prince Higashi-Fushimi, accompanied by 
their Excellencies Yamada and Yamagata, amtized bim- 
self shooting wild boar in the neighbourhood of Shimo- 
on-kata—a village some seven miles from Hachéji. A boar of 
exceptionally large size was killed after a most exciting 
chase, for though struck by three bullets the animal suc- 
ceeded in baffling bis pursuers for several hours. H. I. H. 
Prince Kita-shira-kawa—who was also of the party—pro- 
ceeded, under the guidance of His Excellency Kawamura 
to Inama, a village about five miles distant, in the neigh- 
boarhood of which they shot eleven hares and two badgers. 
On the following day His Majesty set out from Hachdéji. 
The first stage was at Hino-juku, where arrangements had 
been made for another hunt in the vicinity. Here the Em- 
peror went on foot, and made his way throngh the snow 
and across the covers with evident enjoyment. The officers 
of his train and his persoual attendants acted as beaters, 
and the result was a capital bag of hares and other ground 
game. That night was passed at Fuchiu, and on the 21st 
the Imperial party returncd to the palace at Akasaka. 





Had the programme originally proposed for the Imperial 
hunting expedition been carried out iu its integrity, the 
Emperor's return would not have taken place till the 22nd, 
in which case he would have been spared some anxiety, 
for by coming back on the 21st he was just in time for the 
fire at Yotsuya of that date. The conflagration broke out 
at 8 o'clock in the evening in the yard of a timber merchant, 
and was not extinguished until more than fourteen hundred 
houses had been destroyed. At oue time the palace itself 
seemed in imminent danger. Signal guns were fired, troops 
were turned out, and all the nobles and high officials in the 
capital hastened to pay their respects at the palace, so 
that the neighbourhood of Yotsuya presented a scene of ex- 
traordinary bustle aud confusion. The frost too was so in- 
tense that the water pumped over the houses in the suppos- 
ed path of the flames, froze in the streets even as it fell, 
causing not a few accidents to the headlong rout of men 
and vehicles that hurried to and fro incessantly. Ou the 
following morning Mr. Watanabe, alderman of Yotsuya, 
was summoned to the Household Department, and received 
His Majesty the Emperor's orders to distribute the sum of 
fifteen hundred yen among the sufferers by the conflagra- 
tion of the preceding evening. 

The Yotsuya district is thinly populated and has hitherto 
been comparatively free from fires, though it is still remem- 
bered in connection with one most renowned conflagration 
twenty years ago; a conflagration that swept without check 
from the westerly limit of Akasaka right down to the sea- 
shore at Akabane, a distance of some five miles. 





Last Tuesday evening a farewell dinner was given to 
Mr. M. M. Scott of the Dai-gakko Yobimon, by Mr. 
Hattori, director of that establishment. The other guests 
were Mr. Hamno, late Vice-president of the Dai-gakko, Mr. 
Mori of the Yobimon, and Messrs. Whitney, Strange and 
Cox, colleagues of Mr. Scott. The entertainment took 
place in the rooms of the Asintic Society at the Shohei- 
kwav. After dinner Mr. Scott’s health was proposed by 
Mr. Hattori, aud warmly responded to by the assembled 
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guests. Mr. Scott replied briefly. He expressed bis regret 
that private reasons rendered his further stay in Japan 
impossible ; thanked the Japanese officials for their auvary- 
ing kindness aud courtesy, and his colleagues for their 
hearty codporation, and added that whatever the future 
might have in store for him, he could not easily forget the 
happy days he had spent here. 

For our own part, though we have not been so fortunate 
as Mr. Scott's colleagues, we cannot let him go without a 
word of farewell. During a lung service of ten years be 
has not only proved himself one of the ablest teachers ever 
possessed by Japan, but has also won the hearts of all 
who knew him, and in bidding him “God speed,” we are 
forcibly reminded, that the most unhappy condition of our 
life out here is to form our best friendships with the cer- 
tainly of ultimate separation. 





Cats have always been associated in the minds of the 
Japanese with vampires, ghouls and other monsters of the 
“horresco referens” genus. Indeed feline aunals tolerably 
well justify this ill report, for while we have tales innumer- 
able of old women murdered, stout warriors possessed, and 
gentle maideus bewitched, by cats, we have only one au- 
thentic record of good service done by a member of the 
nine-lived race, and that was when the princess Mesan em- 
ployed her cat to carry the love letters no other messenger 
could have transmitted. The province of Iga has always 
been celebrated for the ferocious exploits of its wild cats, 
which are said to be of enormous size and particularly sav- 
age nature, but an exploit just reported from Gifu ia Mino, 
shows that tame cats are sometimes quite as daugerous as 
their undomesticated brethren. 

A farmer, by name Onda Sahei, residing in the village of 
Yasukuta, possessed a cat which had lived in his house 
for so many years that it was known throughout the 
district as “ Onda’s old cat.” Good fare aud comfortable cir- 
cumstances had produced their usual effect, and each year 
Tom developed a fresh increment of bulk, and strengthened 
instincts of dumesticity. A few months ago the farmer's 
young wife bore a child, and at the fall of the year 
preparations for unwonted festivity were made in con- 
sequence. Stout pines and massive straw plaits 
were hung at the portal, coral lobsters and obese urauges 
uestled in luxuriant bunches of greenery over the liutels 
and alcove, and all the neighbours were invited to join in 
the pounding of a colossal rice-cake. The cat aloue held 
aloof from the general jollity, but since he had long passed 
the time of life when gambols cease to be entertaining, no 
special notice was taken of his moroseness. A little after 
sunrise on New Year’s day the family assembled to par- 
take of the rice-cake, but just as the farmer was raising his 
chop-sticks to his mouth, an unearthly miauling and piteous 
cries were heard in the adjoining chamber where the baby 
had been left asleep. The farmer's wife was the first to 
reach her child’s bed and with what speed we cau well 
imagine—where she found the cat tearing fiercely with 
tooth and claw at the throat of the helpless baby, accom- 
panying his bloody work with sounds that resembled the 
growling of an infuriated tiger. It is needless to say that 
“ Ondn’s old cat’ slept that night iu the bottom of the vil- 
lage stream, but as for the child, succour had come too late. 
It died the sume evening, and the feast that should have 
celebrated its well-being, was offered to Jizo, the Guardian 
God of baby spirits. 





About the time when the foreign residents of Yokohama 
were discussing the advisability of commuting the Shimo- 
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noseki indemnity for the opening of a new port in the 
Iulaud Sea, the wife of one Tsuchiya Hiranobu, a gontleman 
of Iwashiro, bore him his first and only child, a daughter. 

The girl's name was Nobu. She Jost her mother befure 
she was yet old enough to feel much real grief, and her 
father’s redoubled affection soon taught her to forget the 
bereavoment, so that for some years she lived even more 
happily than is the common lot of youth. There came a 
time, however, when Tsuchiya married again; a marriage 
rather of convenience than love, but one, which noue the 
less gave his chill—a stepmother. In Nobu's eyes the 
change presaged no sorrow. She had Jearned to mensute 
the world by her father’s tenderness, and did not conceive 
the possibility of pain eo long as he lived to protect her. 
Nor was she at once undeceived. Tsuchiya’s second wife 
shewed herself gentleand kind enough at first, resvecting 
an! even approving her liasband’s great love for his only 
daughter. If she harboured any evil thoughts she sneceed- 
ed in concealing them completely, until her seeming 
sympathy and undeniable tact gradually gained her a fixed 
place in her husband's esteem. 

Afver two years it became apparent that this second 
marriage was not destined to be fruitful. The man, dis- 
appointed in the prospect that had mainly persuaded him 
to give his child a step-mother, grew if possible more 
precious of O-Nobu—now a bright laughing girl of fifteen 
—and began to discoss the propriety of seeking for her a 
suitable husband, who should be adopted into the family 
and take the place of an eldest son. To Fusa, his wife, 


this idea was uneudurable. Nothing but the coustant hope 


of bearing a child, which should supplant O-Nobu, had 
hitherto enabled her to curb a jealousy burning each 
day more fiercely as the certainty of discomfiture grew 
more imminent. She laid aside her disguise and set 
herself to attain her end with all the craft of true 
cruelty. The family was thea living in Tokiyo. A 
physician in tolerably good practice, Tsuchiya was generally 
away from home the greater part of the day, and daring 
his absence the often told tale of inhuman humanity was 
rehearsed in all its details. The child’s hitherto happy 
existence was converted into au endless round of miseries 
too subtly devieed to form tangible grounds of complaint, 
too pitiless and unwouted to fail in their purpose. O-Nobu 
was not wanting in ability. She had already successfully 
passed through the normal schools and was now preparing 
for her final examination at the college of Preceptresses, 
but this new shadow which had fallen upon her life, hid 
the way to knowledge. She failed to obtain a certificate, 
and her father, who might well have forgiven this mis- 
carriage had he not been taught to anticipate it by insinu- 
tions that engendered doubts even of his daughter's girlish 
nnocence, beat the child cruelly when she came home with 
the news of her ill-success. This was more than O-Nobu 
could eudure. For seven days she lay sick in body aud 
apparently half unconscious of what passed about her, hear- 
ing all the while no word of sympathy, but only her step- 
mother’s taunts, who, called her ‘ Miss Failure,” and bade 
her father thank his own foolish leinency for the child's 
incompetence. 
«* Friends, this frail bark of ours, when sorely tried, 


May wreck itself without the pilot's guilt 
Without the captain's enowledgs 5 


On the seventh evening after he had struck the heartless 
blows, Tsuchiya came home, all his old love for the child 
revived by one of those inexplicable instincts that precede 
a life-long remorse. O-Noba was not in the house, and her 
stepmother, anxiously questioned, replied with her wonted 
jibes, that “Miss Failure had recovered her health and 


Google 


e 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


(Feb. 26, 1881. 


gone to enjoy herself with companions who cared little 
about examinations or diplomas.” ‘Che man’s heart was 
aguin hardened, aud though no keener frost had fallen nor 
bitterer wind blown all through the winter, ho let the night 
pass without any further search. In the morning he saw 
his daughter again. Herdead body had just been drawn 
from the ice and mud in the moat opposite the Kobu-dai- 
gakko, where she had found quiet at last. She had crept 
out of her father’s house a little before dusk, bade farewel! 
to one of her school companions who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, and then——-—God kuows what then, but we, 
in whose midst this horror has jast happened, believe that 
some sterner punishment than our feeble laws can devise, 
will be measured out one day fur the workers of such evil. 

Owing to want of space we are prevented from publishing 
the conclusion of “ the Curio Market ” till next week. 


‘BETWEEN THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP SEA’— 
JAPAN’S NEUTRALITY. 

HE expressive phrase standing at the head of this 

article obtained an extended currency at home in 
the course of last year through its application, by an 
English statesman who is also an Irish landlord, to the 
position of the owners of property in Ireland. That was 
at the beginning of their troubles: ¢heir position has since 
then ceased to be merely a dilemma: They have fallen 
into the Deep Sea without escaping the Other Fate! 
When the prospect of war between Russia and China 
became a contingency of the near future, (a prospect 
now happily diminished but not extinguished) Japan felt 
herself in a similar dilemma—but it is to be hoped that, 
however sorely either horn may pierce her, she will not, 
as in the case just referred to, find herself transfixed by 
both at once. It would perhaps be invidious, as between 
China and Russia, to enquire which branch of the dilemma 
each represents. But we may be pardoned for pointing 
out, before we drop the metaphor, how appropriately 
China—impassive, inscrutable, unapproachable Obina— 
may be symbolized by the Deep Sea; whereas the Devil, 
we know, is always open to negotiation and ready to 
drive a diplomatic bargain ! 

To put metaphor aside, the situation is briefly this :— 
The geographical position of Japan renders her attitude 4 
matter of prime importance in a war between China and 
any naval power. To allow her territory to be made the 
actual base of operations against China is to afford that 
Empire a casus belli—if she chose to take it. To deny to 
Russia absolutely those privileges which by Treaty her 
ships enjoy here in time of peace, is to give offence for 
which a day of reckoning would not be long delayed. 
What amount of ground Russia would have technically to 
object to such a course might be a matter of some 
question if the case were brought to the test of inter- 
national Jaw: but that an attitude of what in the present 
day English or American publicists call ‘Strict Nev 
trality’ might, speaking practically, place Japan in & posl- 
tion of danger from the side of Russia, can scarcely 
be doubted. 

The dilemma, it will be observed at a glance, is not & 
complete one. Between the aowance by a State of the 
use of her territory as a belligerent’s base of operations and 
the preservation of a ‘strict neutrality’ in the futlest sens? 
there may be, aud in fact are, many intermediate resting- 
places. If any of them be open to Japan, the assume 
dilemmas, which merely formulates the result of what has 
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been said and written on the subject, is afterall more apparent 
thanreal. Is there then any such intermediate line of conduct 
which, in the event of war, this country, having regard to 
her international obligations and her own political ends 
and interests, could honourably and safely follow? We 
think there is. But we must first review the actual situa- 
tion as regards those obligations and interests. And in 
speaking of obligations we do not refer to abstract obliga- 
tions imposed by any rule of international law upon 
States who are neutral in war—as to that we shall have 
something to say presently : we refer here to such obliga- 
tions as, either for the sake of the national honour or of in- 
terests held in common with other countries, form efficient 
motives of practical policy. Obligations of this nature 
may be treated as identical with the nation’s own real 
political interests. 

The considerations which, if we view Japan as a unit 
among nations unsupported by any powerful alliance to be 
leant upon in case of need, would make it prudent for her 
to maintain frank and friendly relations with Russis are 
sufficiently obvious. The only question that can arise 
here is whether the national honour or any considerations 
more material in their nature place the country under 
obligations to China such as should induce her to make 
sacrifices or incur risks for the sake of conciliating the close 
friendship of that Empire. Now, we have always held 
that the trne interests of both Japan and China would be 
best served by a good understanding and the recognition 
and pursuit of a common cause between the two govern- 
ments. Writing towards the close of 1879 upon the Riukiu 
affair, then recently in active dispute, we concluded a 
review of the whole case with the expression of a not 
unfounded hope that the echeme of mediation that had 
been proposed would result in cementing a solid and 
lasting bond of union, founded upon community of interests, 
between the two Empires—a result calculated to modify 
the whole course of East Asian politics. Recent events have 
belied that hope at the moment when it seemed to have 
already passed into fruition. This is not the place to 
enter into the history of that failure. But it is relevant 
and most material to the present purpose to point out 
that the failure of the long-pending negotiations, complete 
as it is and definitive as it must apparently remain, is 
attributable wholly and solely to the Government of China. 
Japan, the most grudging of critics must, if accurately 
informed, be ready to allow, has done all that a nation 
could do—more than all that a nation could be called 
upontodo. What wonder then if this Government gives 
up in despair the hope of making common cause with a 
Government which, whether from policy or, as even the 
best informed people think equally likely, from sheer in- 
eptitude, can thus blindly repel overtures made in such a 
spirit and at so great sacrifice of pride and even of con- 
sistency ? It must, we fear, almost be confessed (though 
We are loth to come to the conclusion and would fain 
Preserve a loophole of escape from it) that the dissimi- 
larity of national characteristics and the divergence of the 
Political paths on which they walk, accentuated by a 
seeming infatuation on one side, make anything like unity 
of purpose or combination for the achievement of political 
ends, for the common interest of both, impossible between 
Japan and China.® 

* The Treaty of 1871 between China and Japan would, on the 

of it, point to a mutual desire at that date for the promotion of 
intimate relations. Article IT. is as follows:— Friendly inter- 


us existing between the two Government, it is the daty of 
each to sympathize with the other, and in the event of any other 


0 acting unjustly or treating either of the two Powers with 
ntempt, on notice being given [by the one to the other] matual 
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We must not be understood as putting forward these 
considerations to show that Japan would be justified in 
giving active assistance to Russia in a war with Chins, or 
even in passively allowing Russia to make, without protest, 
whatever use she might please of Japanese territory. 
What they do show is, that Japan is not called upon to 
strain any points in favour of China, or to make any 
sacrifices for the sake of maintaining what in Europe 
would be regarded as an advanced form of ‘strict neu- 
trality.’ Even assuming that such canons would in any 
case be applicable, she is not called upon to take a 
pedantic stand upon principles and assume a rigid attitude 
towards Russia at the certain risk of that Power's extreme 
displeasure. The influence of Russia is very near Japan: 
her might, if need were, could be brought to bear more 
immediately and with more lasting effect than that of any 
other Power. And if this potential danger should pass 
into actuality, where would Japan have to look for aid? 
How much the better off would she be for having followed, 
for China’s benefit, the most advanced observances of the 
European law of nations? Would any of the Western 
Powers reward her scrupulousness by material aid ? Would 
China himself come to her rescue—even if she could ? 
For Japan to adopt an attitude of neutrality studied from 
that of the leading maritime and commercial nations 
of the West, would be mere Quixotism—and certainly, 
whatever other nations may do, Japan cannot afford torun 
vital risks for an idea. 

But is it necessary even as a matter of abstract right 
and wrong,—all considerations of interest and expe- 
diency aside—for Japan to adopt any such standard of 
neutrality as that set up, say, under the Alabama Arbitrat- 
tion? There are degrees of neutrality not calling for any 
such ruinous sacrifices as she would thus be required to 
make. The truth is that the present standard of neutrality 
in Europe and Ameries is quite an innovation and extends 
the duties of neutrals far beyond any previous limits. 
Moreover, the new canons are by no means universally 
recognized, and not only are the most advanced positions 
but the whole of the modern doctrines of neutrality are of 
surprisingly recent growth. Without going back to 
the birth of the idea of neutrality when the evils of 
war were first alleviated by localizing its activity; 
when, instead of the original custom under which, upon 
two nations going to war, all the others ‘took sides,’ 
nations for the first time thought of ‘ standing out’ during 
a quarrel—without going so far back as that, it is plain 
from the history of the doctrine that, even down to the end 
of the 17th century, neutrality, in anything approaching the 
sense in which we use the word now, though written about 
assistance shall be rendered, or mediation offered for the 
ment of the difficulty, in fulfilment of the duty lemposed by rola 
tions of friendship.” It need scarcely be said that the rumours we 


heard so much of some time ago, of the Chinese government having 
claimed from Japen the fulfilment of the obligations of this clanse, 
to the latter Power's great di tare, were altogether without 
foundation. While the Riu Kiu question was open between them 
such a demand would have been a mere mockery. But in point of 
fact, even apart from such disturbing causes, the Article is no more 
than an empty form. It was borrowed by the Chinese from their 
Treaty of 1858 with the United States, and at their instance em- 
bodied in a stronger form in the Treaty with Japan, against the 
inclination of the latter's Pienipotentiary. When the Treaty came 
up for ratification by the Mikado, an attempt was made to exclude 
the Article : but Li-Hung-Chang insisted upon its retention, at the 
same time that a diplomatic ‘understanding’ was arrived at reducing 
ite import to a mere formality. The Japanese Government evident- 
ly foresaw the complications likely to arise from the existence of 
any substantial obligations of such a nature. In the notes appended 
to the English version of this Treaty (from which our quotation is 
taken) given in Mr. W. F. Mayers’ ‘Ireatics between the Empire of 
China and Foreign Powers,’ besiles ‘a confusion arising from a 
misplaced mark of reference, the mistake is committed of saying 
that the Article in question was “ Excluded from ratification by the 
prey a i a The Article stands part of the Treaty as 
ratiti 
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and beginning to be recognized in theory, scarcely existed 
at all in practice. It grew up in fact in the course only 
of the last century; but it was not until its close that, for 
instance, it even occurred to any government that the 
active succour of a belligerent, if in accordance with ante- 
cedent treaty obligations, was incompatible with the true 
conception of neutrality! And the oven enlistment of 
troops by .a belligerent ina neutral state was a well 
recognized custom, as we know, down to quite recent 
times, and can hardly be said even now to be exploded. 
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doubt desire to make the most of their opportunities; by 
itis not probable they would insist upon thrusting Japan 
into a position calculated to compromise her with China 
either now or hereafter. The right of hospitality ang 
asylum for her ships and seamen, s market in which to 
obtain provisions and supplies, other than contraband of 
war—such ordinary privileges as these Russia may certain- 
ly be expected to have demanded, and Japan can ag 
certainly accord. But the good understanding upon the 
subject which is believed to exist between the Japanese 


But there is no need to go back so much as the length of/ and Russian authorities here, coupled with the known deter- 


a single generation to see how limited is the application or 
recognition of the ‘ strict’ rules of neutrality. So recently 
as the commencement of the Crimean war the kingdoms 
of Sweden and Norway and the kingdom of Denmark 
issued an identical Declaration of what they called ‘ Strict 
Neutrality,’ Jaying down rales of such elasticity that, if the 
canons of the Geneva Tribunal are to be the sole criterion, 
the position of those kingdoms would scarcely be recognized 
as thatof neutrals at all. It would occupy too much 
space even to summarize that Declaration here: it will be 
found in extenso in Sir Robert Phillimore's well-known 
work, where he speaks of the document as carefwlly laying 
down the doctrine of neutrality. 


We need not stop to enquire how far, as between them- 
selves, Chins and Japan either would, or could, consistently 
appeal to western systems of international law in 
defining the treatment which the one as a belligerent 
would expect to receive from the other as a neutral. 
Japan at any rate is determined to conform her public 
acts to European standards, and her government must be 
_ content to have the national conduct judged by reference 
to those standards. But, as we have been endeavouring 
to show, there is not one standard but many to be dis- 
covered in a brief retrospect, and even as recognized by 
different States in Europe at the present day. Surely a 
pation at this end of the world, entering almost for the 
first time upon a difficult and delicate path, cannot be called 
upon to jump atonce into the very fore-front of that danger- 
ousandexpensive contest which is being continually waged, 
among « few of the most wealthy and powerful nations, 
between the rival claims of neutrals and belligerente—and 
that too, in favour of a nation which has hitherto shown 
but little inclination to consider herself bound by the 
usages of international intercourse current in the West. 
Yet this is what those would have who contend that 
an attitude of strict neutrality of the most advanced type 
is the only legitimate and honourable attitude for 
Japan to assume and the only one not rendering her 
obnoxious to the just vengeance of China at some future 
day —the more immediate danger from the side of Russia 
being apparently left out of account. 


It is not for us to attempt to define the exact limits which 
in the present case would divide « reasonable care for the 
maintenauce of nentrality, on the one side, from such laxity, 
on the other, as might be legitimately made a ground of 
complaint by the party disserved by it. ‘Those responsi- 
ble for the conduct of affairs, having facts before them, 
and being possessed of an intimate knowledge of the 
actual needs and circumstances of the case, are alone in a 
position to apply principles to concrete details. Upon the 
precise nature and extent of the use which the Russian 
authorities would even desire to muke of the ports and 
resources of Japuu, it would perhaps be idle to speculate. 
But there is at Ieast no reason to assume that they make 
avy extravagant demands. The Russian commanders no 
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mination of the Japanese Government to do nothing to 
put itself techinically in the wrong vis-a-vis China—these 
point pretty plainly to the conclusion that, if present 
hopes of peace be falsified and the occasion unhappily 
arise, there has been found a via media between the two 
paths leading to destruction, a means of escape from both 
‘the Devil and the Deep Sea.’ 





NEW AMERICAN TREATIES WITH CHINA. 


—JV——— merely from the rapidity with which they were 
concluded, these two conventions, the text of which was 
reprinted, from a trans-Pacific source, in the Japan Weekly 
Mail of the 12th instant, may be considered a striking diplo- 
matic achievement. Powers were exchanged on the Ist of 
October, 1880 at Peking, between the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the United States and the Tsung Li Yamen re- 
pectively. On the 17th of the following month the documents 
were signed; and three days later the two delegates whose 
ambassadorial functions were confined to the discussion im- 
mediately indicated, were hurrying down the Peiho from the 
bitter embraces of that almost Arctic winter, which had then 
already begun to throw its icy arms round the capital of the 
middle kingdom. Such despatch is certainly unprecedented 
in the history of occidental negotiations with the mandarius 
since the days of Lord Macartney’s famous ambassade. Here, 
however, any praise to be awarded to the work of the con- 
ference, as far as its American element is concerned, should 
probably cease. When the treaties come to be thoroughly 
understood in the United States they will be received with 
contempt or indifference. Better, probably, for the envoys, 
had they failed to arrange any treaty at all, than have succeed- 
ed in producing a fiasco. | : 
Constant agitation of the lowest class of white politicians 
in San Francisco, and occasional attempts, in deference to 
that party, made in the State legislature, to override the 
constitution of the United States to the prejudice of the 
Chinese, at length aroused in other parts of the Union * 
languid interest in the “ Mongolian invasion.” When the 
quadrennial straggle for the presidency last approached, this 
interest was factitiously heightened for political purposes: 
and republicans as well as democrats felt that a bid mast be 
made, on this very subject, for the votes of the Pacific Slope: 
Thus, Asiatic immigration into the territory of the Great 
Republic became a “ plank in the platform ” of cither candi- 
dature, and the would-be Presidents, in terms almost identi- 
cal, declared their policy in favor of a system which should 
limit the inflax of a race, whose segregation and other alleged 
offences rendered its presence a blot on the fair face of Cali- 
fornia’s morality and an impediment to progress of every kind. 
About this time reiterated complaints of diplomatic and con- 
sulur scandals, which even American administrative benevo- 
lence could not pronounce trivial, were forcing upon President 
Hayes’s cabinet the appointment of a new Minister in China. 
California claimed a nomination, which for many good reasons 
could not be allowed, putting the name of Mr. John ¥. Swilt, 
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“focal lawyer and politician, prominently forward. The 
Chief Magistrate and his advisers wisely decided that the re- 
sident Representative at Peking shonld neither be a Califor- 
nian nor a & politician,” and made an excellent choice in the 
person of Mr. James B. Angell, a gentleman of literary 
culture and scholastic attainments, then principal of Michigan 
University. Simaltaneously with this appointment there was 
an opportunity of quieting, for a time, the demagogues of the 
Western coast. A Commission should be sent to China, with 
the ostensible object of reviewing the Burlingame treaty, and 
putting stop if possible to the obnoxions incursion of the 
yellow race. Hence Mr. Angell was directed to give his 
earliest attention, after his arrival at his destination, to this 
point, and received as associates in this task Mr. John F. 
Swift, of San Francisco, aforesaid, Republican, and Mr. W. 
H. Trescot, of South Carolina, Democrat. The last named 
geutleman, alone of the three, had any previons diplomatic ex- 
perience. He is a protégé of Mr. Evarts, has studied inter- 
uatioual law, and was, years ago, for a short time and during 
the consideration of a technical question between the cabinets 
of Washington and London, attached to his country’s lega- 
tion in the British metropolis. A handsome appropriation 
wag voted by Congress for the expenses of the Mission, which, 
leaving America in June last, arrived at the sphere of its 


labors, with very little hope of success, some three months 
later. 


Traly, if they expected ever to accomplish their task at 
all, the Commissioners must have realized that they had not 
a pleasant prospect before them, They had so much to undo 
before they could construct anything. They must look for 
the overthrow of those pleasant feelings of mutual friendship, 
on which American statesmen rely so much for the extension of 
their interests and influence with Far Eastern people. They 
must profess different tenets to those preached in the Gospels 
of Reed and Burlingame. The former diplomatist, acting on 
the part of the United States in the sammer of 1858 at ‘Tien- 
tein, makes inferential comparison between his own Government 
and some European ones in their dealings with China. ‘ The 
United States of America and the Ta Tsing empire, desiring 
to maintain firm lasting and sincere friendship, have &c. &c.” 
“ There shall be, as there always has been, peace and friend- 
ship.” “They shall not insult or oppress cach other for 
any trifling cause.” These clipped phrases are only sugges- 
tions of the exuberant profession of mutual esteem with 
which the Reed document abounds. ‘They were supple- 
mented ten years later by the Burlingame treaty, so called 
after an American diplomatist who left the servico of his own 
nation for that of China, and negotiated, on belialf of the 
latter, with Mr. Secretary Seward at Washington, the 
convention which still bears his name. He obtained conces- 
sion, for China, of “eminent domain or dominion” over her 
own land and waters, and the acknowledgment that no grant 
of land by her to the United States should be “construed to 
divest the Chinese authorities of their right of jurisdiction 
Over persons and property within said tract, except so far as 
the right may have been expressly relinquished by treaty.” 
Passing over other equally Jiberal provisions, we will come 
to that which the recent commission was ex pressly appointed 
to undo—the recognition of the “inherent and inalienable 
right of man to change his home aud his alle:ziance, and also 
the mutual advantage of free migration . . . and emigration 
from the one country to the other for (he purpose of curiosity 
or trade, or as permanent residents.” These and kindred 
plrases, admitted as axioms twelve yonrs ngo by the United 

tates in their own capitol, last yeur’s delegates had to 
exhibit as false and untenable propositions. ‘Their work did 
not promise to be very agrecublo: the potent Viceroy of 
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Pechili, Li Hung Chang, whose counsels, at Jeast ou matters 
of external policy, are almost as influential iu the Tsung Li 
Yamen as they are in his own province, was avowedly hostile 
to any modification in the treaties as they stood. In a letter 
from ‘Tientsin, the Nere York Herald correspondent who ac- 
companied the Envoys described His Excellency as profoand- 
ly irritated with the proposal, perfectly well acquainted with 
all the aspects of the Chinese question in America, aud only 
willing to mect the delegation so far as to arrest, for a fixed 
period, and without any condition, the emigration, ta (oto, 
of his compatriots to the United States. That his views 
were at Icast shared by the Board of Foreign Control in Pe- 
king is evident from the tone first assumed by that body. 
The official report of the proceedings at Peking, addressed to 
the State Department at Washington contains these words :— 
“The statement of the wishes and purposes of the government 
of the United States was, at the opening of the negotiations, 
met by the Chinese Commissioners with the expression, in 
very friendly language, of their willingness to negotiate, pro- 
vided no modification of the Burlingame “Treaty was asked, 
and certain propositions formerly submitied by Mr. Seward 
in reference to paupers, lewd women, diseased persons and 
contract laborers, were taken as the basis of the negotiaticns.” 
This sentence is a terse and not inaccurate compendiam of the 
meaning of a remarkable instrament, presented by the Chi- 
nese at one of the earliest sessions of the conference. It was 
practically unanswered by the Americans, who confined them- 
selves to an assertion that they wished, precisely, to modify 
the Barlingame treaty: that any proposition before fonna- 
lated by Mr. Seward was no basis from which to direct their 
negotiations ; and that language was used in the Chinese 
communication such as is not customary between Gorern- 
ments. The Tsung Li Yamen deprecated the idea of giving 
any offence—they had strack their blow—and consented to 
consider the propositions of their visitors, who accordingly 
entered into deliberations with Buo Hsun and Li Hung Tsao, 
the Imperial plenipotentiaries. The former official is senior 
member of the Foreign Office, a Privy Councillor and Super- 
intendent of the Board of Civil Offices—aun exalted, honorable, 
and lucrative post, having in its gift the nomination or ap- 
proval of all civil appointments. ‘I'he incumbent is fairly well 
disposed to foreigners ; but his associate, once tutor (o the late 
Emperor, is nntagonistic tothem. The discussions began aud 
proceciled ; and, aftera few meetings, the terms of the new 
immigration treaty were agreed upon. Present Celestial re- 
sidents in America are not to be diatarbed ; but the United 
States Government has the right to “regulate, limit or sus. 
pend” the influx of “laborers,” and laborers only, and that 
solely after congressional legislation. This restricted power 
will hardly satisfy the sand-lot ayitators : but is certainly as 
much as the Commissioners could have asked for : more than 
they hoped to obtain: more than at first there seemed any 
likelihood of their obtaining. In part their success may be 
ascribed to other and more weighty walters of foreign policy 
engaging the attention of the Tsung Li Yamen, especially 
Russian and Japanese claims, and a natural desire on the 
part of the college to free itself, as swiftly as possible, from 
minor affairs. The veal friendliness, as compared with the 
fevling towards other western nations, which exists in China 
to Americans, was also perhaps of some account in the ex- 
peditious compliance with United States demauds ; bat there 
was another far more potent motive fur benevolence. The 
Chinese wished something for themselves, and they obtained 
it by the exercise of true national astutencss. 

At the time of the American Minister’s arrival in Tientsin 
a Brazilian Embassy was in that port arranging with Vico 
roy Li Hung Chang a commercial treaty. A “ eoolie” 
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treaty was the sort of agreement first contemplated at Rio ; 
but a change of ministry there rendered it unnecessary to 
press x point which would never have been conceded. What- 
ever international agreements may yet be made by China, that 
power will never again accede to such terms as are stipulated 
in her conventions—which, by the way, she has succeeded in 
making inoperative—with Spain and Peru. Li had no objec- 
tion to a treaty of friendship and commerce with people who 
were likely to have so few relations with his country as the 
subjects of Dom Pedro. So the end was attained with little 
trouble ; but, in the course of negotiations, Li submitted to 
the Envoys a clause stipulating that none of their nationals 
should in any way be conccrned in the importation of opium 
into his country, or its sale therein. The delegates demurred 
on the ground that such a provision would be an insult to 
another friendly power : they would reserve its consideration, 
however, for their Government. The insertion was not in- 
sisted upon, and the instrament was provisionally completed 
- without it. The crafty Governor had legrned his lesson ; 
and hence the difference in the reception which was prepared 
for, and that actually accorded to, the American requisition. 
When this was presented the Chinese first, respectfally but 
firmly, waved in the face of their guests the Burlingame trea- 
ty, which they, for their own part, had no desire to sec abro- 
gated or altered. They added, nevertheless, that they were 
“by no means unalterably fixed in their views,” and then 
proceeded, with shrewd and deliberate cautiousness, to yield 
the demand, allowing just so much pressare to be put upon 
them as should show that they were making a valuable con- 
cession. What did they care about the suspension of immi- 
gration? All Chinese in power are averse to the migration 
of their countrymen, Yet a reluctantly complaisant acquies- 
cence was accorded. Such goodness should surely meet with a 
reward. Their carefully prepared battery was then unmasked, 
and their opiam bomb was launched full into the tents of the 
American Commissioners, who surrendered unconditionally on 
its explosion. There is practically nothing in the second 
treaty but the opium clause. China and the United States 
both agree not to “ discriminate" in their levies upon ships 
and cargoes of each other ; and an article, providing that in 
all judicial procedare, where Americans on one side and Chi- 
nese on the other are concerned in China, the eases shall be 
heard before a tribanal of the defendant’s nationality, was 
borrowed from the Chefoo conventiou. But the article pro- 
hibiting to Americans the import or eale of opium does de- 
mand a short consideration. It runs thug :— 

The Government of China and of the United States mu- 
tually agree and undertake that Chinese subjects shall not 
he permitted to import opium into any of the ports of the 
United States, and citizens of the United States shall not be 
permitted to import opium into any of the open ports of 
China, or to transport opium from one open port to any other 
open port, or to buy and sell opimn in any of the open ports of 
China. This absolute prohibition, which extends to vessels 
owned by the citizens or sal jects of either Power, to foreign 
vessels employed by them, or to vessels owned by the citizens 
or suljecis of cither Power, and employed by other persons 
for transportation of opium, shall be enforced by appropriate 
egistation ott the part of China and the United States, and the 
Innefits of the favored clauses in existing treaties shall not be 
claimed by the citizens or subjects of either Power as against 
the provisions of this article. 

Agninst the principle here hidden, ifit is a blow at the 
}-rnicivus traffic in and abase of a drag which has only Leen 
designed by Providence as a merciful medicinal solace to 
suffering man, we have nothing to say. We would gladly 
sce the prompt and total abolition of that traffic ; Lut the 
al.ove-quoted clause will hardly militate to that end. The 
paragraph is so clamsily conceived that oue is forced to the 
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belief that the Commissioners, having fallen into the trap 
prepared for them by the Chinese, conceded the claim with- 
out consideration. How will it operate? Thereis no ex. 
territorial jurisdiction, in virtue of which Chinese in Amorica 
shall be punished for importing opiam thither, and no law 
exists prohibiting the narcotic in any state of the Union, 
There is a word about “ appropriate legislation” which, as 
far as America is concerned, can only signify legislation that 
Chinamen in the United States can be punished for import- 
ing opium while Americans cannot. But the chief absurdity 
of the whole arrangement is that American vessels are pro- 
hibited from carrying cargo, in Chinese waters, which 
Chinese vessels can take. In other words, an American 
captain, compelled to refuse, at Bombay for Shanghai, or at 
Shanghai coastward, a freight of opium, might see the master 
of the China Merchants’ Steamship Company accept it in 
either case. On this point, at least, the Americans should 
have secured reciprocity. So they might have rendered a 
real service to Chinese morality, and would have saved them- 
selves from the ridicule which cannot fail to follow such treaty- 
making as theirs. 


— — — 


CUSTOMS CONCERNING INFANTS,— 
CHANGELINGS. 


II 


HE Sam Ku Lok Po =$i7 of Cantonese narse- 
ries, is a hobgoblin whose existence and evil powers 

are, and for centuries have been, acknowledged in Conti- 
neutal and Western Asiatic countries. It will be remem- 
bered that this demon is 

(a) a female 

(b) unmarried, é.c. the consort of another demon, 

(c) influencing children solely, 

(d) and that at a tender age, or immediately at birth. 
The “ Lilith ” of rabbinical legends answers exactly to these 
requiremouts. Lilith is said to have been the first wife of 
Adaw, extremely benatifal, but, like Adam, made of the 
dust. ‘The serpent tempted her to break the commandment 
of the Deity : she yielded aud ate of the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge. Conscious of her sin, she endeavored to cause 
her spouse to eat of the fruit, but he was steadfust to his 
promise and resisted. In consequence of her double sin 
God uot only banished her from Eden, but she became 
like hia: who had tempted her—a demon. Again a woman 
was created in her stead, this time from a rib taken from 
Adam. Some legends say that it was Lilith, who in the 
serpentine furm tempted Eve: at any rate Eve, like her pre- 
deces-or, fell. Like Lilith she persuades Adam in her tar to 
share the onus of guilt and he accedes finally to her desires. 


“... I feel 
The on of — — me ; flesh of flesh 
Bone of m ne thou art, and f thy state 
Mine — shall be A bles acwee— 
Our state cannot be severed ; we are one, 
One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself.”— 


Paradise Lost. 

The fall of Adam and Eve gave Lilith great power over 
their future, especially over their progeny, and the old 
legends tell us that Cuin’s dark life and deed was in conse- 
quence of Lilith’s counsellings and machinations. So it hap- 
pens, ihat Lilith is greatly feared in some congregations to 
this day, aud many exorcisms and charms are used to pre- 
serve the first-born from her malice. Lilith is not met- 
tioned in the old Testament, if we accept the testimony of 
our authorised English version; the word, indeed, occurs 
but once (Isaiah, 34, 14), and there it hns been read “ screechi- 
owl,” the margiual-note adding “ bight-monster.” ‘The word 
is found iu a paseage full of strange names which are indu- 
bitably those of demons, butas with the word “ dragon,” 
so often to be found in the old Testament, they are one and 
wll transinted “ owls, screech-owls,” or « night-monsters.” 
A fom.'e demon named “ Lilith ” is to be found in somo of 
the mugical texts of the Assyrian eculptures. She is spoken 
of us cundowed with “ sevenfold power,” bat ber attributes 
are as yet unkuown, Deeply interesting as it would be tu 
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to pursne this subject, it takes us too far from our original 
theme, but the future may approximate more definitely the 
date of Isainh’s prophecies, by means of 2 thorongh inves- 
tigation of the Lilith-myth. 

The “fairy women” or “gigho-mothes” of Brit- 
tany, Ireland and Scotland ete. are simply “Sam Ku 
Lok Po” in a modernized form. The stories of changelings 
and fairy children so current among the Celts—are all 
versions of one fundamental and universal myth. So 
numerous as are the superstitions fancies of the Chinese, 
one anticipates naturally a close analogy between their 
myths and those of European pooples as regards the legends 
of changelings, and, in truth the Chinese have a very 
similar theory. 

Should the infant from its birth have frequent spells of 
crying and be of an unaccountably peevish disposition, the 
parents conclude that Sam Ku Lok Po has succeeded in 
entering the child, or rather that a demon has taken up its 
abode in the infant, whilst the true baby’s sou! is wandering. 
They thereupon take dried banana skin, burn it to ashes 
and mix it with water so as to make a sort of inky compound. 
The mother now dips her foro finger into the ink and paints 
4 CROSS on the baby’s forehead with the words “TI paint 


this cross, to drive thee (the demon) away " $f —{5-+--e 35 


gain, another but perilous method of exorcism is to 
blacken the infant's face. Banana-skin does not necessarily 
form an ingredient this time; any ink willdo. The parents 
wait until the habe is in a sound slumber, when they take 
the ink and blacken its face with their fingers—a brush 
would not be efficacious. In a short time, the demon which 
has taken possession of the child returus, preparatory to ite 
awakening,—for the soul wanders from the body during 
sleep aud is free—and seeing the blackened face, exclaims 


‘* Lawk-a-meroy, this can’t be I {” 


or words to that effect—and decamps precipitately. The 
true soul, which has been waiting for an opportunity, 
approaches the dormant body :—now is the time for the 
perents to wash off the ink with all speed—the soul reoog- 
nizes its true casement, and the babe awakes in a natural 
state. Woe betide it should not the ink have been washed 
off at the right moment, for then the true soul will, like the 
demon, faitto recognize the body and sorrowfully leave it, 
and the little one dies in sleep! On account of the supposed 

ibility of such an oceurrence, the parents seldom use this 
atter method (which is called “the Yace blackening ” 
TJ FAT ), but prefer to make the cross on the forehead. 
Both of these remarkable customs are peculiar to the lower 
classes of Canton. Whether or not Catholicism is apparent 
in the first, it would be difficult to state. 

For the sake of comparison I give the following pretty 
account of a changeling from the Dublin Univ. Magazine 
Vol. LXIV. 

Katty Clarke of Tobinstown was once happy in the 
possession of a fine boy, the delight of her eyes and heart, 
till one unlucky day when she happened to sleep too long 
in the morning, and, consequently, had not time to say her 
prayers. Mr. Clarke, coming in from the fields, was 
annoyed at not finding the stirabout ready, and opened his 
mind on the subject. Kitty was vexed with him and 
herself, and cursed a little, as was customary sixty years 
since among men and women in remote districts of 
our country. All these annoyances: prevented her from 
remembering the holy water, and from sprinkling some 
drops on her little son, and making the sign of the cross 
ou his innocent forehead. When the men and boys left the 
house for their out-door work after breakfast, Katty took 
her pail-full of soiled linen to the spot where the stream 
formed a little pool, and where the villagers had fixed n 
broad and fint “ beetling” stone. While she was employed 
in cleaning the clothes she let her child sit or roll about on 
the grassy slope behind her. 

All at once she heard a scream from the boy, and when 
she turned, and ran to him, she found him in convulsion. 
She ran home with him, administered salt nnd water, and 
the other specifics popular in the country. ‘I'he fit passed 
away, but she was urieved to perceive that the weazenaid, 
pained expression still remained on his face, aud that his 
whimpering and whining did not abate—in fact, to use a 
well-worn Irish expression, “ the cry was never out of his 
mouth.” He ate as much as would suffice a full-grown 
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man, and was always ready for food both at regular meal- 
times and between them. After a week of this etate of 
things, the neighbours came to the conclusion that it was a 
shecoge that Katty was slaving her life out for. Katty’s 
family came next into the same persuasion, and lastly, 
but with some doubts, Katty herself. 

At a family and ueighbourly council, held round the fire, 
after the children had been sent to bed, they proceeded to 
get rid of the little wretch, and this was the order of the 
ecremonial :— 

A neighbour took the shovel, rubbed it clean, laid 
it on the floor, and his wife, seizing on the sup- 
posed fairy, placed it sitting on the broad iron 
Wade. She held it there stoutly notwithstanding its 
howls, while her husbaad, raising it gently, proceeded 
to the harn, accompanied by the assembly, and, despite all 
Opposition on its part, placed it on a wisp of straw which 
crowned the manure heap. The luxury of the seat did not 
succeed in arresting his outeries, bat his audience not taking 
mzch notice, joined hands, and in their own ce 
serenaded the crowned heap three times, while the fairy 
man, who had been sammoned from Bawnard (high court) 
recited an iucantation in Irish of which we give a literal 
version :— 


“Come at our call O sighe mother ! 
Come and remove 


And hold their feast at 

Restore the Mortal child, O Bean-Sighe f 

And receive thine own at our hands.” 
The charm and the third round ending at the same time, 
all re-entered the house, and closed the door. They soon 
felt the air round them sweep this way aud that, as if it 
was stirred by the motion of wings, but they remained 
quiet and silent for about teu minutes. Opening the door 
they then looked ont; and saw the bundle of straw on the 
heap, but neither child nor fairy. “Go into your bedroom 
Katty” said the fairy man, “and see if there's anything 
left on the bed.” She did so, and they soon heard a ery on 
joy, and Katty was among them in a moment, kissing and 
hagging her own healthy-looking child, who was waking, 
and rubbing his eyes, and wondering at the lights and all 
the eager faces. Whatever hurry Katty might be in of a 
morning after that, she never left her bedside till she had 
finished as devoutly as she could, her five Paters, and five 
Aves,and her Apostles’ Creed, and her Confiteor, And 
she never cursed or swore except when she was surprised 
by a sudden fit of passion. 

In Ireland the changeling is called a “Sheeoge,” in 
Brittany a “ Poulpican’”’ and the only way to rid one’s self 
of it, is by preparing to kill it, when at the critical moment 
the sighe-mother “will appear withthe true child” in her 


arms. 

On the third day of the child's life, it will be remembered, 
the Cantonese parents offer two eggx, some ginger 
and vinegar to the protecting goddess Kan Yam Tat etc. 
The Chinese infant also receives presents of eggs and rice 
that day from the relatives and friends of the family. Iu Wake- 
field, Yorkshire, an offering is made to the infant (necessa- 
rily to the infant in default of a pagan deity !), on the oc- 
casion of its first visit abroad, of a cake of bread, an exg 
and a small quantity of salt, Special care is taken that the 
young pilgrim in life makes its first visit to the house of a 
nenr relative, Oran esteomed friend, who will in no wise omit 
a ceremony 80 necersary to its future welfare. For it is 
believed if this be not done, that in its progress through life 
it will be exposed to the miseries of want ; and by parity 
of reason, the due observance of it will insure a continual 
supply of thase necessarios, of which the offering at settling 
out in life pre<euts eo Lappy an omen. A writer, at the 
commencement of the century, apeaking of this sulject, 
snys: “I know not whence or where this custom oriyiu- 


ated, nor how extensively it may be still practiced ; but if 
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ix origin be utterly unknown, wo are, according to the 
usage af the world in all such casos, bound tho more to ab: 
scrve and reverence it.” 

Hutchinson makes mention of a similar custom in his His- 
tory of Northumberland. He observes that the egy wax a 
sacred emblem, aud scoms a pift well adapted to infaney. 
Bryant says: “ Anegy, contnining in it the clements of life, 
was thought no improper omblem of the ark, in which were 
preserved the rudiments of the future world : hence, in the 
Dionysinen, and in other mysteries, one part of the noctur- 
nal curemunics consisted in the consecration of an egg.” 
By this, we are informed by Porphyry, was signified the 
world. It scems to have been a favourite symbol and very 
Auciont na woe find it adopted among many nations. ‘The 
Persians say that Auramazda formed mankind and enclosed 
them in au egy. 

Cakes and salt were used in religious rites by the au- 
cients, =“ And if thou bring au oblation of n moat offering 
baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour.” 
(Lev. II. 4.). 

“With all thine offerings thou shall offer salt (Thib v. 13). 

The custom of passing the bnbe over the flame of a fire is 
uot peculiar (0 China. Dr. Moresin was an cye-witness to 
the following usages in Scotland. * They take, on their re- 
turn from church, the newly baptized infant, aud vibrate it, 
three or four times gently over a flame, saying, and repeat- 
ing it thrice; “ Let the flame consume thee now or never.” 
Martin relates, that in the West Indies, the sume lustration 
by carrying of fire, is performed round about lying-in women 
and round sbout children before they are christoned, as an 
‘effectual means to preserve both the mother and child from 
the power of evil spirits. This practico is similar to an 
auciout feast in Athens, kept by private families, called Am- 
phidromia (the “Running about”), on the fifth day after 
the birth of the child, when it was the custom for the gos- 
sips to run around the fire with the infant in their arms, 
and then, giving it to the nurse, they were entertained with 
feasting and dancing. 

The minister of Logierait, in Perthshire, describing 
the superstitious opinions and practices in that parish, 
says: “ When achild was baptized privately, it was, not 
long since, customary to put the child upou a clean basket, 
having acloth previously spread upon it, with bread and 
cheese put into the cloth, and thus to move the basket three 
tines successively around the iron crook which hangs over 
the fire.” “This,” he imagines, “might be anciently ia- 
tended to counteract the malignant arts which witches and 
evil spirits were imagined to practise agaiust new-born 
infants.” 

It is customary for the gifts given to the Chiucse baby 
to be three in number. In Northumberland, when the 
infaut is carried to the christening, it is customary for the 
nurse to provide two slices one of bread and the other of 
cheese, which are presented to the first person they may 
meet. The person who receives this homely present must 
give the child iu return THREE different things, wishing it 
at thesame time health aud beauty. A gentleman happen- 
ing once to fallin the way of such a party and to receive 
the above present, was ata loss how to make the triple 
return, till he bethought himself oC Inziag. apon-the child, 
which was held ont to him, a shilling, a hall-penuy anda 
pineh of sunff | Whether all partics were satisfied, history 
sayeth not. 

The cash-charms or string of cash tied to the Chinese 
baby’s clothes way Le compared with the strings of amulets 
so extensively used in Greece and Rome and worn around 
the body until five or six yenrs of nye. Several of these 
are enumerated by Plautus, and are seen around the neck and 
breast of achild ina statuo of the Pic-Clewentine Museum, 


The amulets on the statue are: a half-moon on the top of 


the right shoulder, then « double axe, next a bucket, » sort 
of flower, a little hand, another half moon, a dolphin, ete. 
The herbs aud fruits used in China in the superstitions 
customs obsorved during infancy are Kinger-root » pumelo 
ukin aud leaves, dried banana-skin and juniper-leaves. 
Among the Celts are used, for similar purposes, the fox. 
glove—Lues Mihor—the snap—dragon or enll’s snout-- 
Sronna lauogh—uud Marsh Marigold Luss Beidh Beiltive. 
The Teutons made use of the epring wort, miltoil, avd pan- 


sion fluwer. 
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CORIESPOXDEXCI. 


(Our readers mist distinctly understand that we are inne sense reeponsible 





the sentiment<or opinions of ear Correspondents, for the accuracy of their PANE ed 
or for the deductions they may chocee to draw therefrom.) 


ee 
To THE Eniror or THE “JAPAN WEEKLY Mau..” 


Yokohama, February 26th, 1881. 

Dear Sin,—In ordinary circumstances it would hardly be 
worth any one's while to refute the absurd, false and malicious 
chargo made by your correspondent ‘‘ Gilead P. Beck,” against 
Professor Dixon, from whose pen a remarkable article appeared 
in Febraary number of the Chrysanthemum. The paper is ao 
very recent in its spirit and so peculiarly adapted to our loca] 
standpoint and the special wants of Japanese students of En. 
zlish, that to suppose Mr. Dixon capable of piecing it together 
from the Encyclopedia Britannica or any conceivable number 
of “standard works with which we are all tolerably familiar,” 
reflects great crediton his ingenuity. The vordict of your oor. 
respondent, whose tone presents an amusing contrast to the 
calin and scholarly criticisms of a Sutow or a Verbeck, has not 
been at all received by the most capable experte whom I have 
been able to sound on the subject. On the other hand the paper 
has impressed many highly educated minds as being quite fresh; 
To show the contrary, therefore, something much more definite 
and detailed must be given in proof of your currespondent’s 
sour-humoured opinion than anything contained in his letter, 
Professor Dixon has for some years past been developing 
special studies in the logical evolution of English and these 
must perhaps be judged of as a whole iu order to judge them 
quite fairly. The next paper of the kind is to appear in an 
early number of the Chrysanthemum, and frum its uature is 
likely to cause a more interesting discussion than the one now 
in question. : 

In simple justice to Mr. Dixon I desire to state, what his 
modesty might prevent him making public, that he was at one 
time honoured by being invited to lecture for good part of a 
session, to the Logic class of Professor Baynes, the learned 
editor of the Encyclopedia Britannica which has been allad- 
ed to with euch profound respect. Work of that kind is much 
more trying than the composition of a short article on a subject 
of which one is thoroughly master. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
| Yours ete, 
Editor of the Chrysanthemum. 


To Tux Epiron oF THE “Japam WEEKLY Mal.” 

S1n,—May I kindly request you to publish in your esteemed 
journal the following translation of an address, signed and sent 
by a large nomber of Hollanders to the Britisli journals. 

As you will see the object is an appeal of the free Ditch 
nation to the feelings of justice of the free British nation, for 
the sake of the people in the Transvaal. 

There being uo interest in appending the signatares to this 
address, I wish only to state that also the Datch residents in 
Japon fully sympathize with the expression of feeling ss 
contained iu the document. 

I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 


“ We, the undersigned, as Dutch citizens, have followed with 
deop interest the late events affecting the people of the T'rans- 
vaal, our own flesh and bloud by derivation; and we can no 
longer repress the feeling of wonder and regret experienced by 
us when the lute Government of Enylund resolved to deprive 
the ‘Transvaal people of their national independence and subject 
their sinsll territory to the administration of the English 
Crown. It would be useless to detail the reason of our 
wonder and regret. Many of us at the time, especially our 
Prime Minieter, entered an energetic protest against the an- 
uexation of the Transvaal ag an equally impolitic and unjost 
aet. The peo; le of the Transvaal continued to cherish the 
‘hope, ad not without reuson, that the wrung doue thes 
would again be mady ood. Still, as all chese expectations 
have Leen disappointed, their patience has been exhausted, and 
in desjuir they have rushed to arms. We may lament this set 
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of theirs, but we find it intelligible. For are their forefathers 
not ours also—the men who for eighty long and grievous years 
struggled for the preservation of their national independence - 
And shall the spirit of their ancestors be quenched among them? 
No, Britons: you yourselves are a free people, you cannot do 
otherwise than sympathize with another if comparatively unim- 
portant race, which your powerful Government, it is true, can 
exterminate and scatter, but which will never allow itself to 
be subjugated. And it is this feeling which eticourages us to 
direct this appeal to the sense of justice of the British nation. 
The people of England cannot brook the dishonour which must 
inevitably result from a struggle that is as unequal as it is 
unjuet—from a struggle with a powerless race, with a poople 
who wish for nothing further than to live in peace and quiet 
under their own laws, cultivating the ground that has become 
their own through stress and peril. And we cherish the hope 
that this appeal of ours will not remain wholly unattended to. 
We are still inclined to believe that the voice of public opiuion 
will give a powerful support to the present Government of 
England in order to enable her Majesty's Ministers to undo 
an act of injustice, which, to jadge from-the liberal professions 
of the Cabinet, and from its own particular views, should 
never have been planned and carried out.” 

























A TRIBUTE. 


(Written by the Poet in memory of a brother who died in th 
midst of youthful promise.) 


From the Japanese. 


"Tis not alone our transient life 
That steals away in sorrow; 

Earth's flowers all radiaut for a day 
Lie scattered on the morrow, 

We see their slender shadows bend 
In fragrant loveliness o’er all, 

And then with man they fade and fall, 

Alas, our friend ! 


This morn in upper room I raised 
The bamboo curtaiu, viewing 
The moon amid the opening dawn 
Her heavenly path pursuing ; 
But as I cheered me with ber light, 
In rosy cloud her rays grew dim : 
"Tis thus, I sorrowing mused, with hiw, 
Now veiled from sight. 


In all things skilled, in wisdom high, 
A poet's soul beseeming, 

He told iu sweet, Yamato verse, 
The music of his dreaming, 

Ah! Woe the fatal, mid-March day, 
When he went forth to seek a shore 

Whose boundaries gloom forevermore 

Far, fur away ! 


Until to-day, it only seemed 
A false and empty story 

That he, the loved, was with the dead 
Iu all bis youthful glory ; 

But your assembled forms appear 
In olden circle but to tell 

My eyes in which the tear-drops swell, 

His is not here. 


The Utsugi flowers that have no hearts 
To break in human anguish, 
Are touched to sorrow for his sake, 
I saw them weep and languish, 
When seeking to beguile my pain 
I strayed in bamboo-guarded bowers 
O’er-brimming with fall-blossomed flowers— 
But sought in vain. 


They drew my heart so close to them 
My rude sleeve touched their brightness, 
And dewy showers o'erflowed from flowers 
That mocked the snows iu whiteness : 
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And marvelling as they softly shed 
This sudden rain of tearful dew, 
My bosom-sorrow deeper grew 

For him now dead,— 
Poor, drooping flowers, poor heart so lone, 
I pondered both and ere I knew, 
My sleeve was moist with double dew 

Not all their own ! 

F. B. H. 


— — — 
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HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANKING 
CORPORATION. 


The ordinary yearly meeting the shareholders in this Cor- 
poration was held at the City Hall yesterday ————— for 
the purpose of receiving the report of the Court of Directors, 
together with a statement of accounts to 3let December, 1880. 
There were present :—The Hon. W. Keswick (in the chair), 
the Hon. P. Ryrie, Messrs, A. André, E. R. Belilios, H. 
Dalrymple, H. de C. Forbes, H. Hoppius, F. D. Sassoon 





7, 


Jackson, A. P. McEwen. F. de Bovis, E. Deacon, R. D. Tacker. 


M. B. H. Asgar, E George, A. Newton, J. F. Mardfeldt, J. 
Kyle, A. McConachie, T. G. Glover, E. Beart, H. Smith, H. H. 
e, G. Holmes, 
H. Crawford, R. H. Sleeman, A. Coxou, W. Morgan F. A. F. 
Grobien, L. Poesnecker, H. N. Mody, C. P. Chater, J. Fleming, 
and Chow Ming Kee. ; 

The Chief Manager, Mr. Jackson, having read the advertis- 
ment calling the meeting, 

The Chairman read the report of the directors. 


To THE PROPRIETORS OF THE HONGKONG AND SHAXGHAI BAXxK- 
ING CORPORATION. 


GENTLEMEN,—The Directors have now to submit to you a general 
statement of the affairs of the Bank, and balance sheet for the 
half-year ending 31st December last. 

The net profits for that period, including $23,325.25 
forward from last acoount, after paying all ded 


which the dividend is declared and the current rate of the > 
amount to $185,615.48, of which, after taking out rebate on Bi 
not yet due and remuneration to Directors, there remains for 
appropriation $475,247.26. 

From this sum, the Directors recommend the payment of a 
dividend of one pound ten shilliugs sterling per share, which will 
absorb $266, 666.67, 

The Directors recommend placing $200,000 to the credit of 
reserve fund, which will then stand at $1,800,000, and carrying 
forward the balance, vis., $8,580.59 to the credit of new profit 
loss account, 


E 


DIRnEcrors, 

In conformity with the provisions of the deed of settlement, t 
Members of the Court, —2 Hoppias and Sassoon, retire 
the direction, but they are eligible for re-election, and offer 
selves regan A 

Mr. Alexander McIver has been appointed Chairman of the 
poration for 1881, and Mr. H. L. Dalrymple has been elected De- 


puty Chairman. 
AUDITORS. 


The accounts have been audited by the Honourable Phineas Ryrie 
and Mr. A. P. McEwen, and the Directors have pleasure in recom- 
— la a of these gentlement as Auditors for 

year e 


W. Keswick, Chairman. 


e ATi 


Hongkong, 9th February 1881. 


ABSTRACT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, HONGKONG 
AND SHANGHAI BaNKING CORPORATION. 


3ist December, 1880. 
ASSETS. 

















Dr. 

Cash... ........... mbvulaNe@benwacsesaucneceassese ———— . 6426289. 28 

Government Securities ........... —— IT 

Bills Discounted, Loans and Creditæ............... 12,799,779.70 

Bills Receivable..............scsccsssssseccsssessccetsvesscecscces 28,288.908.95 

Baux Prem nee oss ssessis sevevecedssacessavebecansecesacdcsecckc 246,853.51 

WOW SOOCM isi icciecnstesd ———— 102,303.78 
$18,009,415. ,9 

LIABILITIES. 

Paid-up Capital 

AIA-NP Capital ........ ccc scececsccsscccccccecccsencsscceeses 5,000.00.00 
Reserve Fand .. .........cccccccccssccsesesces $ 1,600,000. : 
Marine Insurance Account.................. 130,000.00 - 

. ee — — 1,750,000. 
Notes in Circulation............. ..4 1945,334.66 — 
DO POGUE ...................MM oe 24,198,572.94 

: ; 143,927.60 
Bills payable (including Drafts on London Bankers eee 

and Short Sight Drawings on oar London Office 
against Bills. Receivable and Bullion Shipments)... 14,629.842.31 
Profit and Loss Account ......... ——— 483,643 48 
$48, 009,415.89 
I5. 
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PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, HONGKONG AND SHANGHAT 
BANKING CORPORATION. 
3lst December, 1880. 
Dr. 

To Amounts written off — 
Remuneration of Directors ............... 
Rebate on Bills not duc............ ..ccese- 

$10,398.22 

To Dividend account :— 








£1.10 per Share on 40,000 Shares= £60,000 @ 46.. - 266,566.67 
To Reserve fund ............... ———— 200,000.00 
To Balance :— 

Carried forward to next half-year ............0...000 8,580.59 

a $185,645.48 
Cr 


By Balance of Undivided Profits, 30th June, 1880 ... $23,325.25 
By amount of Net Profits, for the Six Months ending 
3let December, 1880, after deducting all Expenses. 
and Interest paid and due ..............ccccssersseeoeses * 462,320.23 


$485,645.48 








RESERVE FunpD. 





To Balance on 3ist December, 1880 ... $1,800, 000.00 
$1,800,000.00 
By Balance on 30th June, 1880 ......... $1,600,000.00 
By Amount from Profit and Loss Ac- 
count....... — ——— — 200,000. 








$1,800,000.00 





T. JACKSON, Chicf Manager. 

H. Smrrn, Chicf Accountant. 
W. KEswIick, 

. D. Directo. 

. H. L. DALRYMPLE, : 

We have compared the above Statements with the Books, 

Vouchers and Securities at the Head Office, and with the Returns 

from the various Branches and Agencies, aud have found the same 

to be correct. a 
. Ryagrk, ; 
A. P. McEwen, aluditors. 


Hongkong, 9th February, 1881. 


The Chairman theu said—The report I have just read and 
the statement of accounts attached to it place before you so 
fully the satisfuctory position of the affairs of the Bank that 
there is very little for me to say beyond expressing the pleasure 
the directors feel in meeting you with such a record of con- 
tinued prosperity. The improvement in the earnings we hoped 
for when last we met has been renlized, and on this occasion 
we ask you to place $200,000 to Reserve Fund and to sanction 
the payment of an increased dividend. In the assets of tho 
Co tion you will observe that Government Securities stand 
at only $135,180.17 ayainst in last statement $2,699,328.32 ; 
and I should mention that the bigh price to which Indian 
Stocks advanced induced the Bank to realize at a profit of 
about £10,000. It is desirable that the Bank should have in 
London a fair amount of its reserve in English Govornment 
Stocks, and the Directors have decided to invent gradually 
about £250,000. Iu recognition of the attention and of the 
vet. and ability of the empleyés of the Bank, tho directors 
have bad pleasure in voting them a bonus of 10 per cent. on 
their salaries. I have ouly to say in conclusion, geutleuien, 
that everything connected with the Bank is in a sound state 
and that i congratulate you on its prosperity. I beg now to 
move the adoption of the report. Ishall be happy to answer 
any questions put by any of the shareholders before the motion 
for the adoption of the report is put to the meeiiug. 

Mr. McConachie seconded the motion, which was unanimous- 
carried. ; 

Mr. Dalrymple proposed the r+-election of the two members 
of the Court of Directors. Messrs. Hoppius and Sasxoon, who 
in conformity with the provisions of the decd of settlement, 
retired from the direction but wero eligible for rvelection. 

Mr. Mc Ewen seconded. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Alr. André proposed and Mr. Anton seconded the re-ap- 
pointmeut of the Hon, P. Ryrie and Mr. A. McEwen as 
auditors fer the year 18al. 

Carried. 

Mr, A. P. McEwen eaid he did not think the sbarcholders 
should ailow that ocvasion to pass without according a vole of 
thanks to the Directors and a xpecial vote of thanks to the 
Chicvf Managor and the staff generally not only for the success 
that had been achieved in the work of the Bank during the 
past year, but for the hin position that the Bank liad attatu- 
ed owing to the careful supervision of its affairs exercised by 
the Directors, and als» do the contpelent manazement of the 
head of the wiaff. In the presence of the Chief Manayer it was 
difficult to say all that one would liko to say of him in his of- 
ficial capacity, but this he would say, and he believed they 
would all agree with him, that it was to his indisputable skill, 
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ceaseless attention to the affairs of the Bank and his great tact 
and power of management that the success of the Bank was 
due, He used the word tact, because a man might be an ex- 
tremely clever man but if he wanted tact in his dealings wi), 
tho public then be brought little success to himsel€ or those 
he represented.—(Applauee.) Their chief manager came here 
when the position of the Bank and the position he took u 
were tath-er unenviable oncs. The reserve fund of the Bank 
had dwindled down considerably, and many of the securities 
held had depreciated largely. In five short years $1,700,000, 
had been added to the reserve fund. At the present moment 
the securities held by the bank were of the most undoubted 
value. Some five years ago the bank paid three per cent, di- 
vidend, aud on one half-year nothing at all, They had heard e 
very differunt dividend declared to-day. The deposits had also 
increased by nearly one hundred per cent.; in 1875 the 
amount of the deposits was $13,000,000, and now they had 
sorfe $26,000,000. this showed the confidence, and he believed 
the well deserved confidence, of the public in the bank. With 
reyard to the bonus proposed by the directors of 10 per cent 
on their salaries to be paid to the members of the staff he be- 
lieved they would all agree that it was well deserved. If the 
proposal had not emannted from tte directors themselves 
it was the intention of some of the shareholders to bring 
the matter forward there that day for their favourably 
consideration. he had only to add—and he belived all present 
would with him—that from the shareholders were due to 
the s at the head office a special recognition of the invari- 
able courtesy received by those who had business to transact at 
the Bank. He especially mentioned the names of Mr. Smith 
aud Mr. Woodford.—(Applause.) 

The Chairman said—On behalf of the Board and myself I 
thauk you, gentlemen, ver} heartily fur the way you have 
responded to the flatuering remarks that have been made be 
Mr. McEwen. It is to the Board a matter of great pleasury 
and of extreme satisfaction that the affairs of the Bank are in 
such a flourishing state, and Mr. McEwen has been quite 
correct in stating that the prosperity which we are now enjoy- 
ing is due to the staff and to the exceedingly able Chief Mana- 
ger-—(A pplause). Gentlemen, I thank you on behalf of the 

”m 





The Chief Manager, who on rising was received with loud 
applause, said-—Gentlemen, I am remarkably gratified by 
this vote of thanks, It has been my great good fortune to be 
surrounded by earnest, capable men, and to our united efforts 
the success we have attained is due ; and many of them—I may 
say this publicly—deserve xs much credit if not more than I 
do for the result. The present position of the Bank isa 
source of pride and pleasure to everyone of us, and I hope to 
be able 10 meet you here for many years and to submit year 
after year as satisfactory a report as that which the Chairman 
has nuw read to you.—({ Applause.) 

It was announced that the dividend warrants would be 
ready to-day. . 

There was no other business before the meeting. 








NIPPON RACE CLUB... 
RevistD Programue.—SrvuinG MEETING. 


First Day,—9rn May. 
1.—For Japan ponies that have nevor run iu a race in Tokio 
or Yokohama. Weight as per scale. Five furlongs. ; 
2.—For China ponies that have never wonarace. Weight 
as por seale. Bond fide griffins, 7 Ius. allowance. Once round. 
3.—For Half-breds that have never won a race in Tokio or 
Yokohama. Weight as per scale. Five furlongs. 


4.—For Chiua ponies, Weight as per scale. Winner of No. 
2 excluded. Three-quarters of a mile. . 
5.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Half a mile. 


6.—For Half-breds. Weight as per scale. ‘I'bree-quarters 
of a nile. | 

7.—For China ponies, Weight as per scale. Winners at the 
mecting, 7 lbs. extra. One and a quarier miles. 

8.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per ecale. Winners at the 
meeting, 7 Ibs. extra. ‘hree-quarters of a mile. 

Seconp Day,—10Tu May. 

1.—For Japan pouies that have never won a race in ‘Tuk 
Yokohama. Weight as per scale. Half a mile. ; ; 

2.—For China ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners 
China and Japan in 1880, or at this Meeting, 7 Ibs. extra. Once 
round and a distance. H 

3.—For Japan pouies. Weight as per scale. Winners at the 
Meeting excluded. Theee-quarters of a mile. if 

— Japan and China pouies. Weight as per scale. Ha 
au milo. : 

5.—For Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Winners ot ie 
race at the mecting, 7 lbs. extra; of two or more races, 


io or 


extra, Once round, : ‘ 
6.—For Chinese ponies. Weight as per scale. URES 

at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. One and a half miles. ‘ 
7.—For Half-breds. Weight as per scale. Winners of on 
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race at tlic the meeting, 7 lbs. extra; of two or more races, dividual. After n while the Imperial progress was continued 


10 lbs. extra. Once round and a distance. 


g—For Japan and China ponies. Weiglit as per scale. Non- | 


‘ 
' 


ters snd winners at the mecting excluded. China ponies ; ; ; a 
10 ibe. extra. Ponies,that have never won a race, 7 Ibs. allow. Miya, and Their Excellencies Kawamura, Yamada, Privy 


ance. Once round. 
TuirD Day,—1llTu May. 

1.—Champion Race for Jupan ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Once round. 

2.—Champion Race for China ponies. Weight as per scale. 
One and a quarter miles. 

3.—Champion Race for Half-breds. Weight as per scale. 
Once round. 

4.—For all Japan and China ponies that havo never won a 
race, and are not otherwise entered at the meeting, to be ridden 
by members of the N. R. ©. who bave never had a winning 
mount. Weight for Japanese ponies, 11st.; for China ponies, 
12st. Once round. 

5.—Consolation Race for Japan ponies. Weight ‘as por scale 
Five furlongs. 

6.—Consvlation Race for China Ponies. Weight as per scale. 
Once raund. 

7.—Consolation Race for Half-breds. Weight ns per scale. 
Three-quarters of a mile. 

8.—A handicap for all ponics. Ouce round. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Loxpox, 23rd February, 1881. 
The Committee of the House of Commons on the Coercive 
Measures Bill has closed its sittings. 
A conference of the Ambassadors of the Great Powers has 
commenced at Constantinople. 


Lonpvon, 21st February, 1881. 
Communications in the Cape Lbetweou Durban and New- 
castle are interrupted. 
Iu the House of Commons Mr. Gladstone pave uotice of 
a motion to withdraw the bill for coercive measures from 
Committee, owing to the great opposition experienced. 








(SuPPLiED TO THE “ HONGKONG DalLy PRess. 
LONDON, February 12th. 
The Boers have been defeated with heavy loss; the British 
loss was 150. 
The British Government has made overtures to the Boers, 
— farther strong reinforcements haye been ordered to the 


pe. 

The House of Commons has read a second time the Bill for 
Coercion in Ireland. 

The British corvette Champion, 14 puns, has been ordered to 
proceed immediately to the Gold Const. 


Straits Times.) 

London, 29th Jan.—The Boers have been defeated with 
heavy lias by a detachmont of the 58th Regiment. 

Obituary.—Edward A. Southern. 

London, 1st Feb.—The 58th Regiment lost nine officers and 
181 men killed and wounded iu the engngement referred to in 
the last telegram. 

London, 2nd Feb.—The debate on the Irish Coercion Bill 
continues, with prolonged sittings. 

The aspect of affairs on the Greek frontier is more pacific. 

London, 4th Feb.—Mr. Parnell and the Home Rulers have 

u expelled in consequence of their obstructive proceedings, 
which resulted in anuuexampled and tumultuous acene in the 
House of Commons. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


[The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally papelenicated from 
Original sources of information, aud are carefully collated aud 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states :—As we have formerly stated 
His Majesty the Emperor started for Hachioji on the morning 
of the 18th instant, leaving the Palace at 8 am. 4H. 
LH. Kita Shirakawa-no-Miya, His Excellency Yamayata, 
Privy Councillor, and many officials of the Imperial Household 
Department, and Military officers formed the suite. His Ma- 
Jesty arrived ut the post town of Fuchiu a little past noon and, 
after dinner, left for Hachioji. The local officials of the 
Prefecture of Kanagawa applied for permission to give an 
exhibition of firoworks at Hachioji before His Majesty, and 
the request was readily granled. At 3 pan His Majesty 
and suite arrived at the post town of Hino, where 
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and Hachioji was reached at about 4.30 p.m. Their Imper- 
ial Highnesses Higashi Fushimi-nu-Miya, and Fushimi-no- 


Councillors, and Tokudaiji, Minister of tho Imperial House- 
hold Department, and many other officiuls, who arrived there 
in the previvus day, received the Imperial Suite at the 
entrance of the town, and His Majesty took up his abode 
in the residence of Tauiai Yashichi. This temporary Imperial 
lodging was brilliantly decorated, aud the whole town was 
illuminated with lanterns in the evening. From the Kanagawa 
Kencho, Mr. Isogai, a secretary, and many police impectors 
‘aud policemen were despatched, to form a guard to the Imperial 
lodging. Outhy 19th at 7am, His Majesty went out to 
the Gotenyaina bill, situated about one ri eastward of the town, 
where he witnessed rabbit bunting. Their Imperial Highness 
Higashi-Fushimi, aud Fushimi were ordered to arrange some 
wild boar huntiug, about which details will be given later. 

The IJlainicht Shinbunx says :—His Majesty the Emperor left 
Hachioji at 6 a.m. on the 19th inst. ou horseback and arrived at 
Katukura-mura, at 6.30 a.m. There, under the guidauce of Mr. 
Yoneda, Chief of the Imperial Chamberlains, he went up the 
mountain on foot, and witnessed some rabbit hunting. In 
some places his Majesty commanded the hunters personally. 
Seven rabbits were canght, and the party returned to Hachioji 
at 6.30 p.m. On the same day His Imperial Higimess 
Kita Shirakawa-no-Miya, His Excellency Kawamura and 
some others, went out hunting at Tobuki and Iname, 
and obtained ten rabbits aud two badgers. Another party, 
consisting of Their Imperial Highnesses Higashi-Fushimi-no- 
Miya, Fushimi-no-Miya, and Their Excelleucies Yamagata, and 
Yamada, went boar hunting and succeeded in bagging a couple. 
In the evening fireworks were exhibited in the town, and to 
each of the hunters who drew first blood in the boar hunting, 
a present of 5 yen was given. Those who killed them received. 
10 yen each. In the night, snow, about four or five inches deep, 
fell. On the 20th instant, owing to a request of the people His 
Majesty went hunting at Renkoji-mura, and got five rubbits 
afterwards going to Fuchiu. The people of Kami Oukata- 
mura presented a wild boar to His Majesty. The total bag was 
35 rabbits, 3 wild boars and 2 badgers. His Majesty left 
Fuchiu on the 21st instant at 7 a.m.. and after short rests at 
Nunota and Takai returned to the Akasaka Pulace at noon 
when a dinner was given tw all the. officials who formed the 
suite. All the Daijia and Sangi went to the Palace on the 
same day to enquire after His Majesty's health. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Okuma, 
Privy Couucillor, invited the Italian and French Ministers and 
several Japanese high officials to his private resideuce on the 
21st inst. toan entertainment. This is said to have been given 
as a farewell to the Italian Minister, who leaves on the 7th 
proximo. Mr. Okuma visited His Excellency Iwakara on 
afternoon of the 20th inst. and had a conference which lasted 
some hours. 


The Choya Shinbun announces that Mr. Nabeshima, Governor 
of Okinawa Xen (Riukiu), whois now in the capital, went a 
few days ago to the Palace in order to explain the state of 
affairs as well as of popular ideas in his jurisdiction to His 
Majesty the Emperor. 

We learn from the same source that, as was formerly stated, 
the Second National Industrial Exhibition is to be opened by 
His Majesty tho Emperor on tthe Ist of next March. 
All the Davin, Sangi, Ministers of every Department, 
and the foreign Representatives will attend. The necessary 
preparations for the ceremony havo already been comuenced. 

Tho Mainichi Shinbua states that the Italian Minister, who 
returns home shortly, received a farewell audience from His 
Majesty the Emperor, at 3 p.m. yesterday. : 

The Nichi Nichi Shinban says that tho Japanese Government 
has seuta communication to that of France, to the effect that 
while recognizing the desirability of sending a new Miuister to 


“replace the late Mr. Simeshima, motives of economy make it 


preferable to temporurily appoint one of the Secretaries of the 


a short rest was made at tho residence of a private iu- | Legation as Chargé d’A ffuires, 
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‘The same paper says that a telegram was scut on the 24th 
instant to His Excellency General Saigo, who was then stop- 
ping at Atami, requesting him that to return to the Capital. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


The Mochi Shinbun writes as follows :—At present there are 
only two Admiralty offices, viz: the Eastern and Western, but 
in course of Lime there will be four similar offices in the Empire. 
The jurisdiction of the Eastern will be Tokai, and Hokuriku ; 
that of the Western Shikoku, Kiushiu, and Riukiu, that of the 
Southern all the parts south of the province of Totomi, Sanin and 
Sanyo, and that of the Northern, Hokkaido. A fleet, of 12 men- 
of-war and some other vessels, will be furnished to each of 
thexe four admiralty offices, and a naval officer of higher 
rank than Rear Admiral will be appointed the Commander of 
each fleet, and thus tho navy will be greutly developed and 
encouraged. 

It is stated inthe same paper that tho Amakihicau, which 
has lately been replaced by the Jtcakikican, arrived at Bakan 
from Coren on the 19th inst. The paper contains an extract 
from the IIeiji Shinbua (Military and Naval Gazette) to the 
effect that the Fusolwar, which was undergoing repairs in the 
Yokosuka dockyard, has been completed and left the dock on 
the 11th inst., and the Afushuakwan and the M. B. 8. 8S. Tsuaai- 
mare have entered the same dock. It is said that when these 
two ships have been finished, the JZivyeikwan will tako their 
place. 

The Vainichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Admiral 
Kawamura, Privy Councillor, accompanied by Vice-Admiral 
Nakamuda, Chief of the Eastern Admiralty office, went to Yoko- 
suka on the morning of the 23rd and inspected all the men-of- 
war and tho Arsenal. His Excellency returned to the Capital 
next day. 

The Iochi Shinhua writes as follows :—The putting togethor 
of the torpedo boata being uscless in times of pence, only one 
has been prepared for use in practice, while the others have, as 
stated formerly, been stored in the Yokosuka Arsenal. It is 
said, however, that drders have beon recently given that these 
three are to be got ready at once and therefore work on them 
will be commenced shortly. The boat already in use is now 
being fitted up with torpedoes, &c. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 


The Mainichi Shinbux contains tho following :—“Mr. Sato 
Takehara, who is connected with agriculturnl affairs in Iwanai- 
gori, Shiribeshi province, Hokkaido, has resolved to make the 
villagos and people prosper there by bringing on the manufac- 
ture of indigo, as one of the products in the Hokkaido. At the 
time of the Restoration he was in Fukuyama, and cultivated 
indigo for about two yenra as an experiment, but owing, 
it is supposed, to tho unfitness of the soil he was not very suc- 
ceraful. He therefore went to the district of Iwanai, in 1876, 
and travelling through it found that a boundless tract of land, 
which is very fertile, was allowed to lie untouched, aud that in 
that district the herring fishing was prosperously carried on 
and that all tho refuse remaining after pressing thes fish, in 
order to make manure, was usually cast away by the fishermen. 
He also found many kinds of sea weed floating about on the 
shore which were very fit to be usod as manure in cultivating 
indigo, but the fishermen did not pay any least attention to them, 
but cast them away. If they were collected and used as manures 
a superior grade of indigo would doubtless be obtained. More- 
over, such a thing as hemp ix, of course, most useful 
for fisherinen, and therefore he frequently tried to persuade 
the people in the district to undertake works to reclaim waste 
land, but none of them seemed to agree, as they were engaged 
in fishing. Mr. Takehara got one piece of Jand there him- 
self, and planted indigo as an experiment. A geod result was 
obtained, and therefore he offered the product to the authori- 
ties for examination, and at the same timo applied for permis- 
sion (o reclaim land in that district. The permission was given 
in 1807. He therefore called several expericnced indigo 
manufacturers from the prefecture of Kochi, and with extra- 
ordinary assiduity he carried out the reclamation and planted 
his indigo. Favourablo results Lave rewarded him, so that the 


people there have all begun to turn their minds towards this 
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agriculture, and are engaging in reclamiations ona grand seale.” 

It is stated ina native paper that Mr. Kawasaki, the director 
of the Kawasaki Bank, has applic. for yermission to estublish 
a Savings Bank at Himonocho, Tokio, on depositing at the 
Tokie F'ucho 50,000 yon in government bonds. 

We lcarn from the same source, that in the province of 
Mino, the stuffs called Yuki, and Sanfomeima have been 
widely manufactured from remote times, and the quautities 
yearly exported to other provinces were very cousider- 
able. In more recent years the consignments have increased 
more and more and now am.unt to about four or five 
million fan (one tan is 28 feet) yearly. To improve the 
qualities aud to encourage sales more, many energetic men in 
the province have combined, and a factory uuder the name of 
Minojima = Krcaisha, has been established at Takegahana, 
Haguri-gori, the capital of which is said to be over 100,000 yen. 
A similar factory has also been started at Kasamatau in the 
same district with a capital of 60,000 yen. The Kishiu flannel, 
manufactured in the prefecture of Wakayama for years past, 
is uot only extensively sold in Japan, but is also exported to 
China and Corea; the samo stuff has been recently manufactured 
at Nagoya, in the province of Owari; its price is very cheup, 
being 1.70 yen per roll, and therefore the Kiushiu flannel, 
which ix about 2.80 yeu for the samo quantity, seems likely to 
be driven out of the inarket. 

The Choya Shinbun publishes the following :—‘ Sheep breed- 
ing, on the Niraguma monntain, in the prefecture of Shidzuoka 
has become gradually prosperous since it was first established. 
Mr. Moritn Touezo, the instructor, resides in a temporary 
house within the farm, and personally engages in the work, aud 
all the shepherds assiduously perform their duties. The sheep 
supplied by the Agricultural Bureau have thriven wonderfully. 
It is said, that in order to enlarge the establishment, the neigh- 
bouring waste land is now being reclaimed. The cattle breed- 
establishment at Iwashimamura, iu the district of Kamu, has 
also prospered, and breeding has been successful. In Tama- 
mura, Messrs. Tauaka, Nitta, aud Kawaguchi have projected 
establishing a horse-breeding company, with a view to carry out 
horse breeding on a large scale by borrowing foreign horses 
from the authorities, and buying Oshiu mares. They are now 
obtaining subscribers in order to commence business in March 
or April next. Itis indeed a matter of congratulation that 
breeding affairs have become so prosperous.” 


The same paper announces that the officials altached to the 
Industrial Sections of all the local governments will be sum- 
moned next month to the Home Department, and meetings will 
be held for discussing the iudustrial affairs of the country. In 
continaance of this, another meeting for deliberating upon 
agricultural affairs will be held by calling together experienced 
farmers from cvery locality. Questions to be subinitted at 
these iyeetings are now boing drawn up in the Agricultural 
Bureau of the Department. 


The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says the new one yen notes have 
been printed and are to be issued without delay. 50,000 yen 
JE these notes were forwarded to the Imperial Household 
Department on the 18th inst. to be shown to His Majesty 
the Ewperor. 

We notice in the Akebono Shinbun that 1,870,000 yen in 
paper money is to be destroyed on the premises of the 
Government Printing Office in seven days, commeucing from 
last Monday. ‘I'he public are admitted to witness the operations. 

The IMochi Shinbun contains the following commercial report 
from Kobe :—No apprecinble change has occurred in native 
produce. Superior grades of tea are saleable, but the stock 
being scarce no considerable transactions are reported. Medium 
and common grades are unsieable and consequently prices are 
uualtered. Foreign merchants are keeping back from pur- 
chasing camphor, for unknown reasons, and consequently there 
are no transictions, aud the price has a downward tendency ; 
transactions in white wax are reported on a small seale, but no 
chanyes have occurred in. prices. Imporis are practically un- 
saleable. Lately those goods for which former contracts had 
becn made have been taken delivery of in small quantities only 
from foreign firms, but even this has almost entirely ceased 
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— effected by the rise in the Vokobamn bourse. 
Although daily demands for it are few at present, yet it is ad- 
yvancing steadily. The market rate of interest has a downward 
tendency. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun, gives the following report as 
emanating from the Boyehi Shokwai (one of the Direct Trading 
Companies) at Yokobama, and published on the 22nd instant :— 
Sales of silk are becoming heavier day by day. All the Kakeda 
in stock has almost been sold off, the balance remaining in 
Yokohama aniounting to less then 100 bales. Hanks also have 
been freely disposed of, about 1,000 bales only remaining on 
hand. The stock of Filatures remaining unsold is expected to 
be shortly taken up. The foreign firm No. 76, is making 
purchases on a large scale, 1,800 bales being bought by this 
house alone. 

Sales on the 2ist instant were as follows : — 








Koshiu Filature ...... 34 bls. @ $640 to $580 bought by No. 90 
Kakeda ............00... 33 ,, 4, 570to 600 ,, ar 
— ... 160 — » 76 
Shimonita Hanks...... 75 « 560 — gn. oe 
Hachioji ..........c0000 18 ., ,, 495 ‘a ie ae 
Shinshiu Hanks...... 44 ,, ,, 560 gr. 
Echigo eae cceccersseegcaces 35 ” 9 535 ” ” ” 
Kouchiu .......cccseseees 44, 5 = - aw 
Yasunaka ....... — 15 , » 525 i ss dee 
Kawagoi Filature ... 36 ,, ,, 620 * ee 
Jushiu Filature ...... 18 ,, ,, 595 — — 
Koshiu Hanks......... 35 ,, », 540 * ee eas 
Kakeda ..........cceceese 21, ,, 600 — — 
— 67 580to 590 =", » 166 
Oshiu Filature......... 7 4, 5, 600 . » 90 
Okusen .............000 - &, , 550 os a 
Shinshiu Filatare ... 56 ,, ,, GO0to 610 eas Uys 
Mayebashi Filature... 61 ,, ,, 610 “ By cee 
Daimaru Hanks....... 8 ,, ,, 535 a ‘i: cb 
Koshio Filature ...... 42 ,, , 555to 655 ___s,, OK 
Shinshiu ............... 20 on — 3164 
Shiushiu Filuture ... 25 ,, ,, 620to 610 p cart ae 
— 2, 1, 590tc co % 9 a 
Olcusen .......0.0-eeeeees 15, , 550 = n 90 


Shinshiu Filature ... 63 ,, ,, 580to 609 ,, n 


Total ...... 891 bales. 


The same paper announces that a Public Commercial School 
will shortly be established in Osaka. 

A vernacular journal writes :—“It was reported on the 
22nd inst. from Kobe, that the British steamer Lord of the Isles 
had left for Shanghai with a cargo of wheat, copper, kanten 
(prepared from edible seaweed) and sundries; and that her 
freight was $3 per ton, or $2 cheaper than that charged by the 
Mitsu Bishi Company.” 

We read in another paper that the preliminary survey of the 
railway line to be constructed between the Capital aud T'a- 
kasaki, has beeu completed lately aud the plans drawn up. It 
is said that construction will be commenced some time next 
-month., 


76 


The same paper informs us that in the prefecture of Fukuo- 
ka there was a great amount of waste land originally, but that 
since the Restoration great reclamations have been mado. 
Much that was covered with grass, weeds, &c., has been con- 
Verted into good fields. There are now several reclaiming com- 
panies, such as the Kurume Kaikonsha, on the Okuraden plains ; 
the Okayama Kaikonsha on the Taimen plains, the reclaiming 
establishments of the Imperial Household at the plains of Ya- 
buki and Kagamita, aud that at Inawashiro. Besides these, 
many energetic men have goue to work to reclaim waste lands 
iu Idsubara, &c. 

A vernacular paper says that the members of the Chamber of 
Commerce nt Sakai, Echizen province, held a special meeting 
on the 11th inst, to deliberate upon the question “ What are 
the schemes to bo adopted for ameliorating the stagnant condi- 
tion of the circulation,” which had been submitted to them by 
the Ward Office. After considerable discussion it was decided 
that a private bank shonld be established, with a capital of 
50,000 yea. 

We extract the following from the AWainicht Shinbun :—The 
Tramway Compuny, for the establishment of which official per- 
Missiun wes granted sume time ago, has despatched agents to 
Oshiu and other provinces to purchase three hundred horses. 
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The stables aro to be built at Shiusenzacho. The total 


sum for the construction of the proposed tramway, 
and for other miscellaneous expenses, is estimated to be over 
threo million of yen. Mr. Shoji, formerly a lawyer in the 
Tokio Saibansho, has become a member of the company. 

The same paper states that the manufacture of paper money 
in the Government Printing Office is expected to be finished 
by July. 1882, after which wall-paper solely will be manu- 
factured, with a view to make the office, in course of time, the 
great wall-paper factory of the East. 

We learn from a native paper that, on the 14th instant, a 
quantity of rice, belonging to the Government, arrived at Osaka 
from the northern part of the Empire, and was sent to the 
rice godowns at Namba and Nakanoshima. It is reported that 
this rice is shortly to be exported to Hongkong. 

The following trade report appears in the Mainichi Shinbun as 
received from Kobe under date of the 19th instant :—Stooks of 
tea have nearly all been disposed of, only about fifty or sixty 
thousand catties remaining. Prices seem to have a slightly up- 
ward tendency. To-day (19th) market rates are Yamashiro 
superior 56 yen, and common about 32 yen. No appreciable 
change is-reported in money, but the market seems a litile 
easier. In the Osaka Exchange daily interest was 8 sen on the 
18th instant. The quotation for paper against Mexicans was 
1755 yen. About 4,500 koku of rice has been exported for 
England to-day, and in consequence its market price has gone up 
15 sen. Settsu rice is quoted at 9.85 yen per hoka. 

The same paper informs us that with a view to encourage 
produce in the seven islands off the province of Idsu, special 
committees for the development of the agricultural indastries 
have been elected in each of these islands, and that several meu 
of enterprise in Tokio have started a company for this pur- 
pose, under the name of the Hichito Bussan Kwaisha, at Kobi- 
kicho, Tokio. 

We notice in another journal that the copper to be used by 
the Osaka Mint for the fractional currency, in the present 14th 
year of Meiji, is said to be have been ordered from Cores ; aad 
that large quantities of that metal imported from Fusan, have 
already been sent to the Mint. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Afainiché Shinbun publishes a rumour that a telegraphic 
order has been sent to the Rixjokwan, which some time ago left 
for Australia, to the effect that she is urgently wanted and 
must return as soon as possible. 

The same paper announces that a fire broke oat in a bath 
house at Oshicho, Yotsuya-Ku, Tokio, at 8.50 am. on the 18th. 
Favoured by the strong north wind prevailing at the time, it 
spread over Sugacho, Samoncho, and Demmacho &c., and 
was not extinguished till 6.30 am. One hundred and thirty- 
five houses were totally destroyed. 

The Hocki Skinbun informs us that it was reported to the au- 
thorities from the prefecture of Wakayama yesterday that over 
300 shizoku, who are almost destitute of clothing and food had 
joined together aud applied to the Kencho, stating that they wish 
to reclaim the waste land in the prefecture of Shiga in order to get 
their livelihood in futare, and therefore they asked for an ad- 
vance of 150,000 yen. This request, however, was not received 
favourably. They have in consequence become very restless and 
having held meetings every where and they bave again petitioned 
that, for the said scheme a part of the private property of their 
governor may be given them. They are said to be in such a 
state that they might easily take some rash steps. 

Tho Nicht Nichi Shiabun states :—“It is said that the 
Kongolcan arrived at Shanghai on the 17th instant at noon. 
When she left hero she was to proceed direct to Chefoo, 
but owing tw a telegram received from China, after her depar- 
ture, she suddenly changed her direction from Nagasaki and 
went to Shanghai.” ; 

A native paper states :—“ We have formerly aunounced that 
Mr. Russell had become a Japanexe subject, having changed his 
namo to Uchiyama Rosetsu. Now we hear that he has lately 
become a member of the Kenyusha, ( Political Lecturing 
Society) in Yokohama, and intends to give lectures on educa- 
tional matters,” 
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The same paper says that as lately many incendiaries have 
set fire to the forests aud fields in the provinces of Musashi 
and Sagami, the telegraph poles in these places are shortly to be 
replaced by iron pusts. 

A fire broko out at No. 15 Tansumachi, Yotsaya-ku, Tokio, 
on the 2st instant, at 7.45 p.m. Fanned by a strong N.W. 
wind, prevailing at the time, it rapidly spread over the Ist and 
Qnd wards of Demmacho; the 12th aud 138th wards of Kojimachi, 
and next caught Minami-Igamachi. At about 8.30 p.m. the 
flames progressed irresistibly towards the Akasaka temporary 
Palace, and therefore three signal guns, as has always been 
agreed, were fired asan alarm. On hearing the signal all 
the Princes of the blood, the Daijin, Sangi, Ministers and other 
chokunin officials of every Department, and the officials of the 
Imperial Household, immediately proceeded either by carriages 
or jinrikisha to the Palace to look after the safety of 
the Emperor. ‘Troops of the Imperial Guard, and of 
the Tokio garrison, policemen, including those even who 
were off duty, the 3rd corps of the fire brigade, and several 
companies of firemen, were next despatched to the spot and 
guarded the Palace. The sparks flew over the Paluce in 
showers, and the probability of its escaping hung on-a single 
hair, as a native contemporary puts it. The wind ceased at about 
10 o'clock and the flames lessened. Availing themselves of this 
opportunity, the fire brigades made the greatest endeavours and 
succeeded in getting them under control. Another volume of 
flames spread towards the 12th ward of Kojimachi, and was not 
extinguished till about 11 p.m. Messrs. Kabayama, Chief of Po- 
lice, and Matsuda, Governor of Tokio, were at the scene of the 
fire on horseback, and exerted themselves to good effect. 
The number of stréets and houses burned is not yet known. 

The same paper states:—The Yokohama Custom House 
authorities intend to lengthen the English Hatoba by construct- 
iug a wooden pier, sixty yards long, in order to allow large 
ships to moor alongside. His Excellency Sano, the Finance 
Minister, acoompanied by two subordinates visited Yokohama 
on the 19th inst. to inspect the’ proposed alterations. 

It is stated in a native paper that the fire which broke out in 
Tansa-machi on the 21st inst. made its appearance in an alley 
between a godown and the store-rooms of a timber merchant, 
and therefore it is supposed that it owed its origin to an 
incendiary. Ten streets, one thousand three hundred and sixty 
three houses, aud twenty two godowns were entirely consumed ; 
and twenty seven houses and three godowns were partially 
destroyed. No less thun five thousand three hundred and 
eighty two people have been rendered homeless. We regret to 
hear also of one person being killed. 

On the 22nd iustant all the Foreign Representatives went to 
the Palace, in consequence of the narrow escape it sustained, 
and enquired after the health of His Majesty the Emperor. 

A Tokio paper states that during the six months from July 
to December, inclusive, last year, the births in Yukohama were 
321 males, 333 females, total 654: marriages 418, divorces 
178: deaths 477 males, 395 females, total 872. 


The Choya Shinbun says :—It is rumoured that a telegram 
was received by the authorities on the 22nd instant from Mr. 
Shishido, the Japanese Minister at Peking, to the effect that a 
Chiuese man-of-war is making preparations to visit Japan. 
Tho object of this visit is said to be surveying only, but the 
Fuso will shortly be seut to Nagasaki, it is supposed, in con- 
sequence of this. Nine 

A vernacular journal infurms us that Mr. von Siebold, an 
atlachéof the Austrian Legatiou, who has resided in Japan a long 
time, is to return home shortly, aud therefore intonds giving 
a farewell entertainment at the Sciyoken restaurant to several 
Jupauese high officiuls, aud some of his friends, on or about the 
26th inst. 

Auother vernacular paper states that Ishii Raku, of No. 1, 
Yanagicho, Kanda Ku, Tokio, to whose carelessness was due 
the large fire of the 11th instaut, by which not ouly many 
thousands of houses, were destroyed but also two persons 
lost their lives, was sentenced to be imprisoned with hard labour 
for 50 days, but in virtue of her being a woman she was, in 
lieu, fiucd ono yen twenty-five sen. 
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The Choya Shinbun writes :—“ It is a general impression that 
cholera makes its appearance only in summer time, but it is 
said to have been reported in Osaka that three pereons have re- 
cently been attacked by the disease in Nagasala. We warn our 
readers to be careful.” 

We learn from a native paper that the Coreau Government 
has lately sent an order to the Osaka Arsenal for the manufac- 
ture of twenty mountain and field guns. 

The Nichi Nichi Shiabur says that two vernacular jouruals, 
named the Afiye Nippoand the Fukushima Nichi Nichi Shinbun, 
have just appeared ; the furmer at Tsu, in the province of Ise, 
and the latter at Fukushima, iu the prefecture of Fukushima. 

The eame paper announces that the four Russian men-of-war 
now in Yokohama are simply waiting for the officers to attend 
the opening of the forthcoming National Exhibition, after 
which three of them are to leave. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


TOKIO aND YOKOHAMA SECTION. _ 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 








assengers, parcels, &c. .............00006 Yen 7,969.94 
Merchendise, RO. vidiecescvsces ——— — 925.54 
Total...cccccccccee — Yen 8,895.48 

Miles open — 
Passengers, — ye 7,733.48 
Merchandise, &6.......cc.ccccccsccsccccseee % 833.24 
Total scscisccecccssess cosoee LON 8,566.72 

Miles open 18. 


Kioto, Kose axp Oorzu SEcTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunda 
22nd February, 1881. . 





Passengers, parcels, &C...........cecccsseeee Yen 15,250.59 
Merchandise, &6.............sccssecseses cocse, 2783.47 
Total........... esccecccsscee LEM 18,034.06 

Miles open 58. 

Corresponding week last year. 

Passengers, parcels, &6.......0...ccececsceee Yen 15,324.45 
Merchandise, &6...............ccsccsccseee eee „1346. 15 
Dota — ——————— Yen 16,869.60 

Miles open 55. 








LAW REPORTS. 


IN H. B. M’S COURT FOR JAPAN. 
Before R. T. Remme, Esq., Judge. 
Monday, February 21st, 1881. 
ArTHuR Brexr vs. Hupsox & Co. 


This was a claim for $4,473 for salary and allowances, 
the defendants being described in the petition as “ Hadson | 
& Co., carrying on business at Yokohama by their agents, 
Cardross Grant, and E. Fliut Kilby.” 

Mr. Lowder appeared for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Moutague Kirkwood was at the bar, and his Honor 
said he supposed he appeared for the defendants. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked who the defendants were ? 

Mr. Lowder said Hudson & Co. who carried ou business 
by their agents. 

M. Kirkwood :—I should like to know more definitely 
who the defendants are. 

Mr. Lowder :—The actual defendants are Hudson & Co.; 
the nominal defendauts, Grant and Kilby. 

His Honour (to Mr. Kirkwood) :—Will you kindly state 
for whom you appear ? . 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I do not appear in the case at all ; I am 
only watching the interests of Messrs. Grant and Kilby, 
and also of Mr. John Hudson. 

His Honour :—Then in point of fact you are here to watch 
the proceedings. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—Yes, but I enter no Appearance. 

His Honour :—Then we must take it the defendants do not 
answer or appear. 

Mr. Lowder :—Yes. 

_ His Honour :—It will be unecessary, 
tuto the service before we cau proceed. 





therefore, to enquire 
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Mr. Lowder was about to prove service of the petition 

16D 
— Kirkwood said he considered the petition defective 
on the face of it, and the firm here could not be sued. That 
was a question for the court to decide before proof of ser- 
vice was given, because his contention was that service had 
not been effected. Rule 40 snid: ‘Where a petition is 
defective on the face of it by renson of non-compliance with 
any provision of these rules the Court may either on appli- 
cation by a defeudant, or of its own motion, make au order 
to stay proceedings on the defective petition, where the 
defect is patent and serious, and comes to the knowledge of 
the Court before service of the petition on the defendant.” 

His Honour :—I take it, in order to shorten the proceed- 
ings, you will admit, Mr. Kirkwood, that these copies of the 
petitio «were served on Messrs. Grant and Kilby ? 

Mr Kirkwood :—Yes, I will admit that. 

Mr. Lowder :—Theu with regard to Rule 40, we may 
discare/ the last portion of it, because the Court must act 
on its own motion before the service of the petition ; and 
as to the first part of the rule, assuming for the moment, 
that this petition is defective on the face of it, I say that 
the defendants themselves ought under that rale to have 
applied for an ameudment of the petition. It will there- 
fore be for the Court to consider whether the petition is 
on the face of it defective or not. In order to ascertain 
that it will be necessary to call your Honor’s attention to 
the regulation affecting copartnerships when they are such 
in this Court. It is the third regulation, dated 16th 
November 1866, and I think it is word for word the same 
as the Shaugbai regalatious of July. It says: “Be it 
enacted that iu order to prevent any failure of justice 
in such cases, every such copartnership or the several 
members or agents thereof, or the persons carrying 
on the business may be sued in any action at law 
on behalf of all the members comprised iu the same, 
or in the name or names of any such agents.” The regula- 
tion is not artistically drawn, but I think I have substantially 
and practically carried out the provisions of this regulation 
when I say that the defendants are “ Hudson and Company, 
carrying on business at Yokobama by their agents Cardross 
Grant and E. F. Kilby.” 

His Honour :—I do not say that you have not; buat in 
Shanghai we should rather have put it in this form—we 
should have sued Messrs. Grant and Kilby, the managers 
(or whatever they might be) for and on behalf of the part- 
nership of Hudson and Co. 

Mr. Lowder:—I think that as the defendants have been 
served with this petition, and as it is clear on the face of it 
they are sued as Hudson and Co., under Rule 40 the peti- 
tion could have beeu amended if it was defective ; aud so it 
ean even now if necessary. But because I have worded it 
in this way, that the defeudants should have taken no notice 
of it is, I think, wholly nnjustifiable ; they have really en- 
deavored to make the form more essential than the substance. 

His Honour :—Another point I should like to direct your 
attention to is this: do you think tbis regulation was in- 
tended to enable people to sue under such circumstances as 
those—to sue the agent of an absent individual ? 

Mr. Lowder :—Clearly. The co-partnership happeus to 
consist of one individual, John Hudson—there may be 
others; but so far as we know Johu Hudson in the only 
partner, and he carries on business as. Hudson & Co., both 
in London and Yokohama ; and it is impossible for us to be 
in both places. But I do not sec that because there hap- 
peus to be only one individual iu the firm that this rale does 
not apply. : 

His Honour :—You sce here is the case of an individual 
who carries on business under a certain firm name and he 
lives in England ; the plaintiff, as appears from a petition, 
knows perfectly well of whom the firm consists, aud where 
John Hudson is, and the claim he prefers is a personal one 
against John Hudson. 

Mr.- Lowder :—I take it, it is for serviccs rendered to the 
firm of Hudson & Co. 

His Honour :—Is the wording of the petition such as to 
make it clear that the plaintiff has a right to sue Joln 
Hudson by8his agents carrying on business as Hudson & 
Co., in Yokohama ? 

Mr. Lowder :—I think so. (quoling) “ Whereas in some 
cases business is or inay be carried on by persons in co- 
Partnership or by one individual or more assuming the 
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style of the partnership, and in some of those cases the 
members of such partnership or some of them are nut only 
absent from the place where such co-partuership is carried 
on but are or may be unknown.” 

His Honour :—Does not that go a long way to show that 
the object of this regulation was to assist plaintiffs who had 
uot the means of finding out who the members of a part- 
vership were ? 

Mr. Lowder :—We must take the whole of the regala- 
tion and not the preamble alone. 

His Honour:—Well take it altogether—topreventa failure 
of justice “ where some of the members are not only absent 
but are or may be unknown.” Does it not goa long way 
to imply that it was not intended to meet such a case as 
this? I do not say it is so, but I throw out the suggestion. 

Mr. Lowder :—If the objection which your Honor has 
suggested is good, then it is evideut everybody, in this 
place, might carry on their business by agents, aud the very 
reasou for the existence of this Court would be removed. 

His Honour :—I am speaking now of such cases as this. 
Here there are certain facts set out in the petition, and 
it is stated that the plaintiff has been in the business 
with Hudson & Co., so that he knows exactly whi the firm 
of Hudson & Co. cousists of, and therefore it does not seem 
to me that there would be auy such failure of justice in this 
case as is contemplated by the regulation. The object of 
that regulation was to help people who could not find out 
of what the firm consisted. Supposing that instead of trad- 
ing under the style or firm of Hadson & Co., Johu Hudsoo, 
was carrying ou basiness here simply as John Hudson, 
could yon compel Messrs. Grant & Kilby to appear here for 
him ? Certainly not. Then inasmuch as it appears 
the petition perfectly clear the plaintiff was well aware 
the firm consisted of Johu Hudson, how can this rule apply 
to the case ? 

Mr. Lowder :—Because John Hudson is absent and 
chooses to carry on business by his agents. Does not the 
absence of an iudividual carrying on business give a right 
to sue his agent ? 

His Honour:—If the plaintiff does not disclose in his peti- 
tion a knowledge of whom the firm consists. 

Mr. Lowder :—Then if that be so, whoever wants to sue 
the firm of Hudson & Co. will hereafter be prevented. 

His Honour :—I do not say so, if the petition does not 
disclose the fact of knowledge, which this does. 

Mr. Lowdor :—I should have thought that the mere fact 
of the absence of John Hudson from Yokolama, and of his 
carrying on business as Hudson & Co. by agents, would 
under this rule give the plaintiff a locus stand: in this court 
and enable him to maintain an action. 

His Honour :—You see the object of the regulation is to 
prevent a fuilure of justice. What failure can 
here when the plaintiff says, “I know perfectly well all the 
time that Hadson & Co. were ouly Johu Hadsou.” 

Mr. Lowder :—Then he would be pat to tho trouble and 
expense of going to England to sue John Hudson. 

His Honour —It appears from the petition that he bas 
only just returned from England. 

Mr. Lowder :—It would be necessary then to issue a 
commission here. 

His Honour :—One of the parties is in England, and as 
bis evidence would have to be taken, I think «a commission 
would very likely have to be issued. 

Mr. Lowder —I do not know that it would be required 
here. 

His Honour :—It would be very curious if the actual 
defendant as you call him, did not want to give his evi- 
dence. 


Mr.. Lowder :—I am sorry if your Honor has made up 
your mind on the point. 

His Honour :—I do not say at all that I have made up my 
mind ; but I throw out these suggestious that you may deal 
with them. 

Mr. Lowder :—Well, I can only say that my argument 
is very short, aud it is that this rule was inteudedl to meet 
such a case as this ; and the mere fact of Jolin Hudson car- 
ryiug on business as Johu Hudson & Co, aud being absent, 
gives my client a right tosuc. That is the whole of my 
argument. ; 

His Honour :—Have you anything to urge, Mr, Kirk- 
wood ? 


224 THE JAPAN 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


(Feb. 26, 1881. 











Mr. Kirkwood :—I would like to say first of all with 
respect to the defective petition— 

His Honour :—Let me say that if, on thinking it over, I 
find that Mr. Lowder has in effect and substance sued John 
Hudson & Co., by their agents, I do not know that I should 
care much how the petition was worded. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—The petition, of course, could be amend- 
ed, but the proceedings would have to be gone through 
agnin and the petition served anew. Well then the de- 
fendants aro thus named at the end of the petition: “ The 
defendants to this petition are the firm of Hudson and Co., 
whereof John Hudson is the sole partner known to the plain- 
tiff, and they carry on business at Yokohama, Japan, hy 
their agents Curdross Grant and E. Flint Kilby,” and the 
notice of hearing anys “ Between Arthur Brent, plaintiff, 
and Hudson & Co., by their agents C. Grant and E. F. 
Kilby, the above named defendants ;” so that it is clear 
Hudson & Co. are the defendants. 

His Hononr :—That is admitted, I take it, by Mr. Lowder. 
I understand him to say he is sing them by their agents 
Grant and Kilby under the provisions of this regulation. 

Mr. Lowder :—That is so. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—Well, then, Rule 52 says that proceed- 
ings on behalf of or against a partnership nolely or jointly 
must be taken as against the partners individually and not 
in the name of the firm, and this is the important clause of 
the regulation: “ So as that in all cnses wherein but for 
this regulation it would have been necessary to mention the 
names of all the members comprising such copartuership, it 
shall be sufficient to mention the name or naines of such 
one or more member or members ouly, or of such agent or 
agents on behalf of the partnership.” That is to say, it 
gives no power fo bring such an action as this. It is made 
still clearer in the next clause, “ Provided always and be 
it ordered that in overy summons and other writ issued, 
and declaration or order pleading filed on behalf of the 
plaintiff in any action bronght ander the provisions of the 
two preceding sections, the atyle of firm of the co-partner- 
hip shall be «pecified, and it shall distinctly appear that 
the defendant or defendant or defendants sucil, is or nre 80 
suod for and behalf of such co-partnerehip.” If it is the 
intention to sue Hudson & Co. by their agents, clearly the 
agents thonselves must be made the defendants, otherwise 
what effect could the regulation have which says that iu 
cases where the agenty are sued on behalf of tho partuer- 
ship the judgment is not to bind their individual pro- 
perty 2?) How can it be held that Hadson & Co, being 
the defendants aro sucd on behalf of Hudson & Co. ? 
T submit that the petition is defective on the face of 
it. Ido not know whether, before that point is decided, 
it is neccessary lo go into the question of service. If your 
honour should hold that IIUudson & Co. can be sucd, or the 
firm can ho sued, in that name, then I would submit that 
the petition has not beon properly served. If the de- 
fendants bo Hudson & Co. then the service was not 
sufficient beeause Rule 255 says: “ Unless in any case 
the Court thinks it just and expedient otacrwise to direct, 
service shall be personal; that is, the document to he 
served shall, together with the order for service, ho 
delivered into the hauds of the person to be served. Now 
the order on tho petition for service is not “ Let this be 
served on the defendants by their agents,” but “ Let this 
be served on the defen:lants for their ans wor.“ 

His Honoir:—The question was who the defendants 
were. 


| Mr. Kirkwood :—Mr. Lowder admits that the defendants 
were Hudson & Co.; and the suit when it is called on is 
not enlled on against Grant and Kilby. 

Mr. Lowder :—Hudson & Co., are the actual defendants ; 
Grant and Kilby the nominal — 

Mr. Kirwood :—There is no such thing as a nominal 
defendant so farins J am aware. 

His Honour: —Do you say thatthe service of the petition 
as it stands pow Grant and Kilby was w roug ? 

Mr. Kirk wood :—Yes, because Hudson and Co. nre defen. 
dants,—To am assuming they are—and under rule 255 
the service must be Biel er on one of the partners or nil 
the partners 5 otherwise au order for substituted service 
should be obtained under rule 256. I think it is clear that 
Johu Wudson is not the defendant, because he is nowhere 
said to be, and if he were defendant then Similarly the 
sorvice being on Grant and Kilby is defective. Then it is 
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elear J | cloae fe sich Wie this is not an suit that can be brought under the 
regulation, for the plaintiff has been many years in the 
service of John Hudson, and therefore knows perfectly well 
the constitution of the firm. It scoms to me that in allow- 
ing the suit to be instituted it would bo causing a mis- 
carringe of justice under regulations framed particularly to 
prevent a miscarriage of justice. 

Mr. Lowder in reply suid the action was substantially 
against the ngents on behalf of the firm. He had sued the 
copartnership in the name of the defendants, and therefore 
the provisions of the regulation had been observed. Even 
if it were not so and there was a more convenient way of 
wording the petition, it could be amended as a matter of 
course by the Court. It was really atiaching more weight 
to the form than to the substance, The notice of hearing 
clearly showed who the defendants were—Hudson & Co., 
by their agents Cardross Grant and E. Flint Kilby ; and 
he did not see how that could be improved upon to mect 
the requirements of the regulation, Although rule 252 
raid the “ proceedings by or on behalf of or agninst a part- 
nership solely or jointly must be taken in the several names 
of the partners as individuals, and notin the name of the 
firm or otherwise,” yet when that regulation came into 
force the provisions of that rule were so far varied or 
amended that proceedings against a partnership might be 
takon in the name of the copartuership by the agents. 

His Hononr:—No doubt under certain circumstances, to 
prevent a failure of justice. But there is no partnerahip 
here, and it is absolutely asserted in the petition that 
Hudson is the sole partner ; so that the learned counsel 
might discard rule 252 altogether. 

Mr. Lowder :—Practically, of course, the plaintiff is 
sucing John Hudson. If John Hudson had no business ont 
here, then be might say the plaintiff has no right to sae him, 
but, he is carrying on business in both places at once, there 
is property of his actunlly existing in Yokohama, and it is 
difficult to see why the plaintiff should be deprived of his 
right to sue him under {rule 252 and the regulation which 
varics or amends that rule. 

His Honour:—The point is an important one and I will 
cousider it. 

Mr. Kirkwood:—If your honour should hold that the 
proceedings have been regular up to the present time, the 
Court has power to stay proceedings uutil service has been 
properly effected. 

His Houour:—You had better make thea 
I deliver judgment ; meanwhile, of course, 
will be stayed. 


Thursday, February 24th, 1881. 
JupGMENT. 


Iu this case the defendants have putin no answer and 
did not appear when it was called for hearing. It there- 
fore became the daty of this Court to enquire under Rulo 77 
into the service of the petition and the notices of hearing, 
aud to consider generally whether the suit ‘conld be sus- 
tained. It then appeared that service of the petition and 
notices of hearing had been made npon Messrs. Grant and 
Kilby, the agents of, and carrying on the business of Hnd- 
son & Co., at Yokohama, and the learned counsel for the 
plaintiff contended that such service was sufficient, iuasmuch 
as the suit was bronght against Hudson & Co. under the 
provisions of the regulation nffecting co-partnerships 
issued by Her Majesty's Minister in Japan and bear- 
ing «dato 16th November, 1866. Mr, Kirkwood who 
appeared only to watch the proceedings on behalf of 
Messrs. Grant, Kilby and Hudson, suggested to the court 
that the petition was defective on the face of it and should 
be dealt with by the court under the 40th Rule of Procedure. 
He also suggested that the petition was not intituled under 
the provisions of the Yedo Regulation—that under 
thoso provisions the agents of the co-partucrship 
must be made defendants and be sued for and on 
behalf of the co-partnership ; that the service of 
the petition and notices hearing were — insuffi- 
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of 
cient, because as the petition i ia intituled Iudson & Co. are 
the actual defondants, and in such case services upon one 
or more of the partners must be personally effected under 
Rule 255, unless an order for substituted service had been 
obtained which was not the enso here, and finally he put it 
to the court that the Regulation itself might not be valid as 
the matter dealt with by it would scum mere properly to 
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have formed the subject of a Rule of Procedure. I was 
lad to have the assistance of Mr. Kirkwood's sugvestions, 
but as he did not actually appear in the case it was none 
the less necessary for me to ascertain for myself whe- 
ther the sui¢ had been properly instituted and whether 
it could be proceeded with under the Yedo Regulation. 
On examining the petition I find it to be admitted by the 
plaintiff that the firm of {Tudson & Co. consists of one part- 
ner only, John Hudson by name ; that the plaintiff had long 
been associated in business with the said Hudson, that this 
claim is against Hudson & Co. in respect of watters arising 
aud services rondered by him to the said Hudson whilst 
he was so associatod with the said Hudson & Co.; that 
duriug the wholo or greater portion of the period in ques- 
tion John Hudson was resident in England and I 
must consequently assume that the plaintiff could not 
have had at any time heretofore, nor can he now havo 
any doubt as to the individuality or place of abode 
of the person against whom he seeks to bring his 
suit. Now apart from the existonce of the Yedo Regula- 
tion and the fact of Johu Hudson carring on busiuess by 
his agency at Yokohama it is quite clear that the plaintiff 
would have no means of compelling Johu Hudson, a person 
out of the jurisdiction of this court. to appear before it 
either personally or by this agent to defend a suit of the 
ot nature, and it becomes most material to cousider 
what was the object avd what is the scope of the Yedo 
Regulation, but before doing so I think it right to say in 
auswer to Mr. Kirkwood’s suggestion of doubt as to its 
validity, that a Peking Regulation similarly worded and 
issued under siwilar authority has been more than ouce up- 
held by the Supreme Court for China and Japan in Shanghai 
and that I therefore feel myself bound, at least for 
the present, to assume that the Yedo Regulation is good 
and biuding upon all British subjects in Japan. And now 
as to its object. I quite agree with Mr. Lowder that it 
must have been intended to supplement or amend Rule 252 
and to afford iucreased facilities (o suitors in recovering 
against co-partnerships under certain special circumstauces, 
but it appears to me that what those special circumstances 
are is made sufficiently clear by the wording both of the 
preamble and the regulation itself. The preamble says:— 
“Whereas iu some cases business is or may be carried on 
in Yokohama and elsewhere in Japan by persons in co- 
partnership or by one individual or more assumiug the style 
of a co-partuership or acting as agent or agents of a co- 
partoership and in some of those cases the members of such 
co-partnerships, or some of them, are not only absent 
from the place where such co-partuership business is carried 
on, but their names are or may be unkuown,” and the Re- 
gulation expressly states that it is made to prevent a 
“ failure of justice in such cases,” obviously referring to 
the class of cases alluded to in the preamble. The ecope 
of the Regulation seems to me then to be clearly limit- 
ed to the effecting of the proposed object, viz. :— 
The preventure of a failure of justice iu cases where 
suitors might not know and might not be able to find 
out of what members a co-partnership consisted. Can 
that be said to be the case here? And how would 
there be any failure of justice if I now hold the regu- 
lation is not applicable to the plaintiff's case? He ad- 
mits that he Lows all about Hudson & Co., that it is in 
effect against Joln Hudson alone that he seeks redress 
aud that he has only lately returned from England, 
where it is obvious he might have iustituted pro- 
ceedings against him, and in fact the only two 
grounds urged by his counsel in favour of the 
suit being allowed to proceed are, as J understand 
them, firstly, that certain parts of the Yedo Regulation are 
so worded as technically to authorise its continuance and 
secondly, that it would be a hardship on the plaintiff to 
have to bring his suit in England because that would 
necessitate a commission beiny sont out here to pro- 
cure evidence in support of his ense. As to the 
first point I think it is sufficiently answered by what 
I have said as to the object and scope of the Regulation, 
and as to the second point it is obvious that if the suit can be 
sustained iu this court the defendant might find it equally 
necessary to have a commission sent home to procure evi- 
lence in support of his case. On the whole, I am clearly of 
opinion that I cannot entertain the suit, and I shall order 
proceedings in it to Le stayed, but in doing so it must be 
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understood that Iam uot laying dowu any general rule that 
& single individual carrying on business in Japan under the 
style of a firm or co-partuership cannot be sued through 
hisagent during his absence. All I say is that it is 
not oper to n plaintiff under such circumstances as are 
admitted to exist in the present case to avail himself of the 
procedure provided for in this regulation. Having disposed 
of the case upon these broad principles 1 do not consider it 
necessary to express 2 decided opinion upon the best mode 
of intituling suits in (his court whieh may be brought ander 
the Regulation, bute Toam inelined to think that the form 
hitherto adopted in the Supreme Court at Shanghai of 
suing the agetit “ns agent of and for and on behalf of the 
co-partuership” might well bo followed here. The proceed- 
ings will be stayed. 


IN THE U. 8S. CONSULAR GENERAL COURT. 


Before Tuos. B. Van Benes, Exsq., Consul-General, Judge, 
and Messrs. P. Hussey and G. Farey, Ir., 


Wednesday, 23rd February, 1881. 


THe Mitsu Bisut Mait Steamsnie Compaxy 
versus 
Tar Paciric Maw SteasusHir Compaxy. 


(Continued from the 14th Sept., 1880.) 

This was an action to recover the sum of $5,000 for the 
carriage of the American mnils between Shanghai and Yo- 
kohama by the steamer Nevada in the month of January, 
1877, and for the deteution of the said vessel in Shanghai 
for the purpose of conveying the said mail. The plaintiffs 
also claimed interest on the said sum of $5,000 at 10 per 
cent per anuum. 

Mr. Kirkwood appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Hill 
for the defendants. 

It will be remembered that on the 14th September last 
the Court issued a Commission to take certain evidence in 
England and America, and meanwhile the proceedings were 
adjourned. The Court again sat to proceed with the case. 

Mr. Kirkwood now put in the evidence of Mr. Gavin P. 
Ness on the part of the plaintiffs ; whilst Mr. Hill put in 
that of Mr. J. B. Houston snd Mr. Alex. Ceuter on behalf 
of the defendants. 

Mr. Kirkwood having rend Mr. Neas’ answers to the 
interrogatories said that closed the evidenco in support of 
the plaintiff's case, with the exception of the answers to a 
few questions which he wished to put to Mr. Forster, with 
reference to certain facts which lad come to his (couusel’s) 
knowledge since the case was adjourned. He might say 
that his object was to show that the Pacific Mail Company 
themselves believed at the time the contract was en 
into that all their obligatious to the United States Govern- 
ment ceased on the 8ilst December, 1876 ; and so much s0 
that they actually applied to the House of Representatives 
—and whether successfully or not Mr. Forster might be 
able to sny—to get au extra grant to that provided for 
by the contract. 

After come discussion this was allowed, and Mr. Kirk- 
wood accordingly called, 

Mr. Frederick Heury Forster, who being sworn, said 
he was General Agent in Chiua aud Japan of the defend- 
ant Company, and, had been so for four years. He had no 
exact knowledge of any application having been made by 
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company or ou their behalf for 
A payment in excess of the amount they were paid under 
theie contract with the U. S. Government for the carriage 
of the wails after the $lst December, 1876. He had heard 
so—thnt was to say, itcame to him through the medina 
of the newspapers and through hearing it spoken of by the 
captains and other officers of the stenmers. 

Mr. Hill asked if that was sufficient knowledge. 

Mr. Kirkwood said the witness admitted having been 
told so. 

Mr. Hill replied that that was not official knowledge. 
The witness, in reply to Mr, Kirkwood, said he suppose 
it would tnke nim four or five days to ascertain from the 

company by telegram whether they had been paid. 

Mr. Kirkwood did not know whether the Court would 
accept a telegram as evidence ; otherwise ho did not sée 
how the fact could be arrived at. — 

His Llonour :—I shall strike this testimony out; it is 
quite irrelevant. ‘The evidence should have been taken on 
the commission. " 


226 THE JAPAN 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 26, 1891. 


eee — — — ——— 


Mr. Kirkwood :—If there had been any reason to believe 


that that was the case when the commission was issued, 


After some further argument 
Mr. Kirkwood said he would apply for a commision to 


the question would probably have been put to Mr. Houston. | examine Mr. Houston. 


His Honour :—If the parties agree that the telegram 
should be received, I have no objection to it. 

Mr. Kirkwood (to witness) :—Are you willing that your 
Company should be telegraphed to ? 

Witness :—If you are willing to pay for the telegram, 
certainly, 

Mr. Hill :—There can he no objection to that, of course; 
but I do not see how it affects the question. ; 

Mr. Kirkwood :—If the Pacific Company at the very 
time of forming the agreement were clearly under the 

impression that their contract with the U. S. Government 
ended on the 3lst December, and that the subsidy being 
paid ended at the time, then it ix perfectly clear that the 
minds of both parties were fixed on the 31st December ; 
aud that being so, it ends this controversy as a matter of 
course—I mean it ends all outside evidence, because then 
we take the original contract ns it stood ; and any fact is 
inaterial that throws light on the contract. 

Mr. Hill :—That is what we want to discuss, whether 
it throws any light on the issuo involved, 

His Honour —It would seem to me very clear that if, 
immediately after this thing was finished—if, immediately 
after this trip was ended, the company applied to Washing- 
ton for payment for that trip and received it, it would go 
very far to convince me that the minds of both companies 
were in accord that the coutract ended on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1876. 

Mr. Hill:—I do not see how such a conclusion could 
possibly follow—how could it follow that at the time of 
making the contract in 1875 they contemplated they would 
not have to carry mails beyond the Ist January. The 
controversy arose without any reference to Washington, to 
the authorities, or the pay for it. 

His Honour :—It would show to my mind that there was 
no legal obligation on the part of the Pacific Mail to carry 
it, and that they depended on getting their pay afterwards 
from Congress. 

Mr. Hill :—It does not occur to me in that way at all, 
your Honour. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—I take it that Mr. Hill is prepared to 
admit for the purpose of this suit, and that Mr. Forster is 

repared to admit, that payment was received. 

Mr. Hill:—After it was all complete. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—After it was complete, that this mail 
that the Nevada carried-— 

Mr. Hill ;—Was paid for, and I have uo donbt that an 
extra act was required to get it from the Treasury. 

Mr. Kirkwood :—That saves the necessity of a telegram. 

His Honour :—Now what is admitted and what not ? 

Mr. Hill:—He alleges that payment was had by the 
Pacific Mail for the carriage of the mails from Shanghai 
through to the United States, which ended after the 3lst 
December. 

His Honour :—~Is that admitted ? 

Mr. Hill :—Yes, with this qualification, that I do not 

know whether it is true. 
His Honour :—I am afraid that will not do. If you 
admit it, itis of no consequence to the Court whether yon 
know it or not. If it is admitted then it is precisely the 
same as testimony ; if it is not admitted then we go back to 
the telegram. 

Mr. Foster :—I cannot adwit anything ; I have uo know- 
ledge myself. 

Mr. Hill :-—I have no power to admit unreservedly any- 
thing I do not know, except for the purpose of the 
argument. 

His Honour :—Then I make this note : Counsel asks that 
a telegram at the expense of tlic plaintiffs may be sont to 
the president of the defendant company at New York, nak- 
iog him if the company has heen paid by the U. S. Go- 
vernment extra compensation, and if so how mach, for the 
carriage of mails from China and Japan to the Uniled 
States after the 31st December 1876, over and above the 
amount allowed under the original contract. 

Mr. Hill :—Supposing this to be tho fact, I do not see 
how a telegram would throw any light upou the issue. 

His Honour:—No; Iam afinid it would not be 
of much use; no telegram will clear it up. It 
must be done Ly commission. 
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His Honour, however, stated that he could not seo his 
way to granting the request, on the ground that the pre 
sident of the company hnd already been examined on com. 
mission and the question might have been asked at the 
time. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked tho Court to take a note of his ap- 
plication. 

His Honour accordingly did so. 

That closed the evidence in support of the plaintiffs case. 

Mr. Hill then put in the evidence of Mr. Center and Mr, 
Houston. 

The Court then adjourned. 

On the Court re-opening, Mr. Hill said that the remarks 
this morning of the counsel for the plaintiffs were so much 
to the point that he was quite content to wnive the objec. 
tions he had raised to the interrogatories Nos. 3 and 9, 
He supposed we now came to the actual argument, 
He eutered the discussion of this question with the 
utmost candour and, he trusted, the epirit of s0- 
briety. He was willing to admit that they came originally 
to this case with a crude and imperfect idea of all the points 
that were involved. He had tried. to comprehend the 
question properly and would present it in what he believed 
to be the proper form. He would aek the utmost attention to 
his argument, even from His Honour,ns uo matter how learn- 
ed one might be, or how experienced, there might be points 
brought out which required this attention. He believed that 
he could sustain his point beyond any possibility of its being 
overthrown by the opposite counsel. He prayed particalar- 
ly that all that had been previously said on the subject 
might be set aside and the case decide:! sulely on the merits 

of the evidence. He did not doubt that the Court would 
harp on the date mentioned, October the 15th. There were, 
however, other points to which great attention was neces- 
sary. First, is there any claim at all, and next as to 
damages ; supposing these were given against tiie defendant, 
how much would be the proper amount? All this hinges 
upon the question of the coustruction of the contract. It 
had been asserted by a leading English Icgul authority, 
many years ago, but the maxim was still quoted daily, that 
there was no Act of Parliament, even of only four sections 
long, through which it was not possible to drive a four-in- 
hand : and it was therefore surely not improbable that in a 
contract of twenty sections, drawn up by a barrister in Yoko- 
hama, ahole might be discovered large enough, not only 
to pass one of the Mitsu Bishi steamers through but eren 
their whole fleet. Counsel here quoted Benjamin on Sales 
secs. 308-311 and continued :—It was important to know in 
whom the ownership of the vessel was vested. If he owned 
a horse and sold it to a purchaser, and the horse was killed 
by lightning before delivery was taken, who was the loser? 
The parchaser decidedly. ‘The plaintiffs claim for services 
done by their ship, but was their possession of that ship 
lawful? The defendant says that on the 15th October, 
1875, there was a sale of the Nevada. If the Mitsu Bishi 
Company pulled down the American flag and hoisted ther 
own, they owned the ship and would be responsible for 
damnges. ‘Che Pacific Mail Compauy was bound hy contract 
but could not have shown tort. He would refer to Kent p. 429. 
He wished to explain that there was not a proper charter. 
A charter is the letting or hiring of something which be 
longs to you ; it is not possible to let or hire anything whieh 
does not, aud this was why he insisted that there was not 
in any sense a charter.: ‘Khe Court would seo this whew 
he came. to show that the insertion of a date was a mere 
incident. There were two facts arrived at. He would 
show that the service was the essence of the agreements 
aud the law would explain how to construe it according’y- 
He repeated that the Mitsu Bishi Company bousht * 
certainship aud from the instant that the seals were attached 
to the necessary documents the ship belonged to them. 
incidents of dates bearing on this are null and vol 
The evidence of Mr. Ness proved this. Ue would next ade 
that the muking of the bill of salu was symbolic of delivery ; 
as the Inw would show. It is an elementary principe w 
law that the passing of a bill of sale is xy mbolics! 
delivery, and even if the delivery was not effected the loss 
falls on the purchasers. Counsel quoted Parsons | al, 4s 
526,528, in support of his argument. Mr. Irwin's evidence 
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roved that delivery took place on the 15th October, 1875. 
Next, ns to the second point, that thero was no charter of 
the Nevada aud that the clauso alleged to be a charter is in 
fact an agreement to perform a certain service. This 
should be kept iu mind as evidence of the principle of the 
contract. The stipulations of the contract are ambiguous. 
Without going into the question of the testimeny, 
it must be clear that it shews to a fuller extent 
than the contract that there was an ambiguity. The 
evidence shews it was for a service which was to end on 
the Ist January 1877, and be twelve round trips per annum, 
and that the last trip took place early in 1877. This 
contract when brought to judicial investigation is un- 
doubtedly ambiguous. The contract and the service are 
inconsistent. Ifthe date isa mere incident, a provision, it 
is a mere nullity and we must construe it accordingly. 
There was no charter, because one cannot let a ship one does 
vot own. The very gist of the point is a service, and the 
law provides that when a repugnant pojnt is brought, the 
essence, the spirit must be looked for. This essence was 
undoubtedly a service ; it was for the Court to consider if 
this was so, or if the contact was the point. Had the 
Miteu Bishi Company pulled down the American flag any- 
where but in Japan the defendants could have got damages, 
but who knew the law in Japan on such a subject? It was a 
fact that a certain date was inserted in the contract, but the 
priucipal fact was that a certain service was to be perform- 
formed. $5000 damage were asked, while unsubsidised 
steamers took the mails from Hongkong to Sax Fran- 
cisco for $150. Next, if the Pacific Mail Company 
had to pay damages the question was how much? On 
this subject two points were brought forward, one be- 
iug detention andthe otber the carrying of the mails. 
The witnesses were all agreed that $500 per day was 
a fair price to remunerate the vessel for lying in the harbour, 
but were the defeudants repousible for this detention ? On 
this subject they had only the evidence of Mr. Bramsen’s 
telegram and he did not think it necessary to comment 
upon this. The entire question rested upon the performing 
of a service. If there was a detention of the ship, it was 
on the part of the plaintiffs themselves. 

His Honour asked if it did not appear from the evidence 
that the defendants agreed to pay some demurrage. 

Mr. Hill asked His Honour to refer to the petition, at- 
tached to which there was a document conuected with this 
subject. 

His Houour said it simply referred to the proposal for 
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Mr. Hill continued:—A ship could only be stopped in a 
case like this by a strong hand. The ship was kept back 
four days. He thought that the only question on the 
second poiut was that of the value of bringing the mails 
from Shanghai. Upon this there were seven witnesses, all 
reliable with the exception of Mr. Haswell, whose evidence 
he would strike out as showing an animus, and he would 
therefore not comment upon it. This clever and smart 
Mr. Haswell received a very proper censure from the court 
for the way in which he gave his evidence. Counsel review- 
ed the other evidence given on this subject and said that it 
showed that a little over $100 was paid for carrying mai!s 
to San Francisco (5,000 miles) and that the Hongkong Go- 
Vernment paid ouly $25 per steamer from Hongkong to 
Yokohama. It was indeed a first rate speculation to pay 
150 yen for carriage of mails to San Francisco, and 
then claim $5,000 for bringing them from Shanghai. 

@ concluded by saying that this ambiguity in the 
Contract was the point in issue. What was the chief 
and principal purpose of it? By some mistake on the 
part of the legal adviser it had been considered requisite 
tohave acharter aud n date, but he maintained that the 
Controlling fact was that tho essential point was the execu- 
tion of the service, Counsel here hauded in a written 
argument, 

His Honour said he understood Mr. Hill's argument to 
be this : the plaintiffs carried the mails in question from 
Shanghai ; if the contract compelled them to do so they 
could not claim damages : if it did not, they could only get 
the absolute value of the services performed. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that before replying he must object to 
Mr. Hill handing in a written brief, as he had done. 

is Honour said it was quite allowable ; we were not 
all blessed with infullible memories, and therefore it was ad- 
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vantageous to have wrilten arguments. Mr. Kirkwood could 
hand his in if be wished. It was allowed by American law. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that the claim was for $5,000 with 
interest. Thero were two points to be decided. Ist was it 
the obligation of the plaintiff to carry the mails, and 2ad if 
the obligation did not exist what should be the amount of 
damages. The chligation of carrying the mails depended 
upon the interpretation of clauses 3 and 4 in the contract, 
(Counsel read the clauses). Whut was the object and 
effect of these clauses? He maintained that there was a 
charter. The charter proved nu aetual letting or 
hiring of the ship. Had the Nerada been lost after the 
Ist January 1877 there would have licen no obligation to 
to replace her. The Ist point was whether the fifteen 
toonths mentioned in the charter was the essence of the 
contract, or mercly to fix a date when it should end. The 
next was if it was n fixed date up to which the mails 
were to be carried. An attempt had been made at 
first to shew that if the charter began on the 15th October 
defendants could bring a counter claim for non-service for 
the first half of the wonth, but as it was not sustained he 
would not refer to it. Ifthe term of 15 months was of no 
matcriul importance, why was it fixed? Why was it not 
arranged “for so long a period as is required for carrying 
out the existing contract with the United States Govern- 
ment?” As tothe change of date, possibly the date was 
fixed and afterwards sume delay occurred and no one thought 
of making the contract read for 144 months. If the ship 
had been sold at once she could no longer have flown the 
American flag and the mail contract would not have been 
so thoroughly protected. One point counsel fur defendants 
did not refer to was whether the mistake as to the termina- 
tion of the United States Government contract could 
affect this contract. (Counsel quoted on this point Beavan 
Vol. 22 p. 214.) If there was any mistake it was due 
to the uegligence of the defendants agents, who should 
have had’ a copy of the contract. They continually 
represented it as terminating on December S3ist, 1876, 
but yet they had never taken the trouble to get a copy 
of the contract, but trusted to their knowledge of it. 0 
evidence of Mr. Irwin states that the Nevada was to be 
trausferred tothe Japanese flug on the Ist January, 1877. 
Mr. Center says she would have to ranunder the American 
flag until that date when the contract with the American 
Government would have expired ; nothing can be plainer 
than this, the evidence of the defendants agent, who 
acted as interpreter during the negociations. It was 
arranged that the mails should be carried until the 
3ist December, 1876; no term of months was ever 
mentioned. Mr. Center says the mail contract was 
for ten years, from January 1867 to December 1876. 
He (counsel) could not tell why the 1st of October was 
ever mentioned in the contract. Mr. Iwasnki’s evidence 
was to the effect that the mails were to be carried up to the 
end of 1876 and that nothing was ever said about the uumber 
of months in which the Nevada was to carry the mails. Mr. 
Ness’ evidence wus also plain about the oxpiration of the 
contract. On the testimony of Mr. Center couvsel was 
obliged to comment unfavorably, aud in the face of one 
document, a letter from the witness himself, he did not 
think that the court would attach mach importance to it 
either. He referred to the letter already putin evidence 
from Mr. Center to his principal in which the following 
sentences occurred “ which carries her (the Nevada) up to 
tho Ist of January, 1877, or the day after the expiration of 
our contract.” He no doubt thought the coutract did 
expire then, and he (counsel) also belioved it did actuall 
Whenever the contract ended was immaterial; all the 
plaintiff had to do was to forward the mails up to the $lst 
December, 1876, and he relied on this upon all the evidence 
that hnd come before the Court, bul especially on Mr. 
Center’s letter. ‘The Court had to ascortain if the plaintiffs, 
being in possession of the ship on the 1st January, 1877 as 
vendees, and not having a legal transfer, were under any 
oblivation. 

His Honour considered that this point bad more import- 
ance than the learned connsel appeared inclined to give it, 
The ship was at sea when she should have been given up. 
Was she then a chartered or owned vessel ? 

Mr. Kirkwood said sho was au owned vessel, but not 
cclivered. She could have been delivered anywhere. 
There was vo obligation to deliver her in Yokohama. 
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His Honour said that therefore the ship was detained by 
her own act. 

Mr. Kirkwood admitted this and said that as to the 
value of the detention he would read the correspondence. 
The ship was delayed by the defendants, This interfered 
with the regular running of the local line of steamers and 
the plaintiffs trade suffered in consequence. 

His Honour said he failed to see why they should 




























detain their ship ten days to carry the mail; if they did F —— 
they evidently thonght it necessary to do so. — — 

Mr. Kirkwood replied that when the contract was made 8 —— — = ae 
the vessels were to leave and arrive at certain times. He © —— —— — —— 
thought it was an important clement as bearing on the g — — — 
subject of damnges. Ho considered that the stipulation a —— — 
made in the letters of the plaintiffs for $5,000 was also — ee: Se EE ee 
sufficient to support their claim. 5 —— — — —— 

His Houor said it would be, had the other side admitted —— 
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it, but Mr. Forster from the first asserted that he was under 
no such obligation, Suppose plaintiffs had claimed 
$100,000. 

Mr. Kirkwood said that any exorbilaut charge could be 
contested: the court should look upon this as reasonable, 
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sum, but he would gladly read any authorities counsel liked 
to furnish him. 


| 
inti 


—— — 

unless proved oxorbitaut. — — — —— 
His Honour said the Court held counsel must show the — — — 
value of the detention. He did not believe any law of went — 
evidence would prove that $5,000 could be the proper —— — ere 
2 
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Mr. Kirkwood reviewed the evidence given as to the rate 
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Wind in miles per hour. 






for detention and the rates for carrying mails. On the —E — — 
former the witnesses were generally agreed, aud on the (ae ora cae tw even 
latter they differed necording as they based their calcula- : 7b te: — 
tions on home anid local rates, He concluded by saying pp et — — 
that he believed the court must consider that the claim of —— — —— 
$5,000 was uot grossly exorbitant. — — — 

The case thus being closed, His Honour reserved judg- —— — —— 
ment. EES ES —— — 

















CHESS PROBLEM, 


By O. F. Rep. “ 
(From the American Chess Nuts.) 





REMARKS. 


Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
represents velocity of wind. 


percentage of humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 17.5 miles per hour on Friday at 2 p.m. 


the sea. 


3 


gs 
Max. & Min. Therm. & % of Humidity. 


The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 


SoLUTION oF CHESS PROBLEM OF Fen. 19TH, BY G. B. VALLE. 


No correct solations received. 
a —— — — — — — = — 
— — 


The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30°34! 
inches on Tuesday at 9.27 p.m. and the lowest was 29°755 inches 
on Tuesday at the same hour. The maximum temperature for the 
week was 64°.3 on Thursday, and the lowest was 25°.5 on Wednes- 
day. Thus within two days there was an unusual range amounting 
to nearly 40°. ‘he maximum and minimum temperature for the 
corresponding week of last year were 54°.4 and 27°.3 respectively. 

The total rain fall for the week was °555 inches against a to 
of 2°237 inches for the corresponding week of last year. 
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White to play and mate in 3 moves. 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 
Fe en he oe OL POS ee — 


INWARDS. 


Feb. 19, British steamer Flintshire, Morgan, 1,236, from Loudon 
via ports of call, General, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 





1.—Q —— — Kt. Feb. 19, British barque Artemisia, D. Macfarlane, 680, from Naga 
2.—Kt. to B. 2, ch. 2.—K. takes P. _ anki, Coal, to. & O. Co. + Fulda, 
3.—Q. mate. Feb. 20, German three-masted schoouer, Balthazar, E. C. 
— 1.—Kt. to Q. 3 : 275, from ‘Takao, Sugar, to E. B. Watson. from 
2.—Q. takes B. ch. — tales Q: Feb. 21, Japanese steamer J'xurnga Maru, Steedman, 661, 
3. B, mates . Kobe, Mails and General. to M. B Co. mee 
—— é Feb. 22, French steamer Vanaix, Reynier, 1,735, from Hongkong 


Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
Feb. 22. British steamer elemachux, Jones, 1,581, from London 
Hongkong, (i:neral, to Butterfiekl & Swire. ; 1,343, 
Feb. 24, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christensen, I, 
from Kole, Mails and General. to M. B. Co. Hong: 
Feb. 24, American steamer City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, from 
kong, Mails and General, to P. M.S. S. Co. Takao 
Feb. 26, British brig Minatitlan, J. Edwards, 224, from 
Sugar, to Chinese, 
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YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA, 
Datcy :—8.30, and 9.45 a.u. ; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 rem, 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Dai.y;—6.45 and 9.30.m ., aand 12.00; 1.30 and 4.00 rim 


Original from 
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PASSENGERS. 

Per British steamer Flintshire, from London via Hongkong, Mr. 
John Maddox. For Hiogo: Mr. Kreuse. 

Per Japanese steamer 7/'suruga Maru from Kobe:—G60 Japanese 
in steerage. 
Per French steamer Tanais from Hongkong:—Messrs. A. Kogiro, 
Kirby, E. Naogirio, Conrad, Heck, C. M. Duff, L. Harris, Munroe, 
and three Japanese. 

Per Telemachus from London:—Messrs. Drummond and Ishikawa. 

Per Japanese steamer |Wakanoura Maru from Kobe :—Captain 


Conner, Captain Cook and 8 Japanese in cabiu ; and 480 in steerage. | Sept. 26, Anna Seiben ANTWERP 
Per American steamer City of Peking from Hon skong :—Mrs./ July 17] Ste. Lucie , PHILADELPHIA 
Street, Mrs. Farmer and dau shter, Mrs. Benham and 2 children, Aug. 7] Philip Nelson ANBURG 
Miss Van Baren, and Mrs. Eldridge, in cabin. For San Francisco : Nov. 18, Pakhoi (s.s.) GLascow 
Mr. R. A. Lane in cabin; and F. Kennedy and 966 Chinese in »» 19] Ordovic LoxDon 
steerage. * Malacca 
OUTWARDS. Slane — 
Feb. 13, German schooner, Anna Wichhorst, Brandt, 384, for Takao,|_», 30| Mora Lowvox 
Ballast, despatched by — Hoo. a ee — Jan. ars Castle (s.s.) * 
Feb. 19, Japanese steamer Kumamoto Maru, mm 1,240, for| » i (s.s. 
N PeBallast, despatched by M. B. Co. * Deo, 17] R. Robinson? New Yorx 


Feb. 19, British steamer Gleniffer, Graham, 1,360, for Kobe and 
N i, General, despatched by Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Feb. 22, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co, _ 
ese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, for Kobe, 
tched by M. B. Co. 


Feb. 22, Ja 
Mails and General, d 

Feb. 22. British barque Scottish Fairy, Toozes, 750, for Portland. 

Feb, 23, Japanese steamer 7; Maru, Young, 1,230, for Shang- 
hai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Feb. 24, British barque Presto, Laidman, 384, for Guam, Ballast, 
despatched by Tai Tuk Tong. 

Feb. 24, British schooner EUerbank, Parker, 1,144, for Portland, 

n, Ballast, despatched by Hudson & Co. ; 

Feb. 25, British steamer, 5S » Reeves, 1,074, for Hongk 
Mails and General, despatched by P. &. O. Co. 

Feb. 26, British steamer Flintshire, Morgan, 1,236, for Kobe, Gene- 
ral, despatched by Adamson, Bell & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 





Dare. 


Nan or Vasset.. | Froa 








VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 


SAILED. 











— ñ rr ſ —ñ— ———— —— — ñ——— 


LOADING. 





Per Japanese steamer Taiasago Maru for Shanghai and ports :— | ——_————______________ ——— 
Mre. W. B. Wright and child, Mrs. Swain, Mrs. Asabyki and child,| re Nate ov Veesee 
Mrs. Yung Sing Yeo and child, Mrs. Nakamigawa, Messrs. E. O. = ‘s 
Kirby, A. Kirby, Vilamoy, Iwahashi, Takaishi, Yaga, Nishi, Ishida, 

Sugimura, J. H. Hech, Makino and Doi. Jan. 7/ Oxfordshire (s.s.) 
er British steamer Sunda for Hongkong :—Mr. and Mrs. Charle-| ,,  7| M. L. Stone 
eon and three children, Mexars. J. W. McCarthy,G. M. Dare, J.| ,,  7| Galley of Lorne (s-s.) 
Earl, Da Roza and Ab Wye in cabin ; 16 Chinese in the steerage. »  2| Bellerophon (e.s8.) 
» 7} Glamis Castle (s.s.) 
CARGOES. » 7) Keelang (s.s.) 
Per French steamer Tanais from Hongkong :— ” : — (s-8.) 
General from London... ... ... ... ... 889 packages. al Frank Carvil 
es », Marseilles se - 1013 =, ” “nie ; 
‘: » Hongkong ... ... ... ... 1,028 » m amsul (s.s,) 


Total... oe. ee vee vee 2,925 pegs. 
Per Japanese steamer Takasago Maru for Shanghai and porte. — 
Per Isritish steamer Sunda for Hongkong :— 
Silk, for London ....._—... see . .. vee 6B Dalles, 





















NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS, 


(For Week Ending 26th February, 1881,) 











Total eee eee eee eee ee eee 58 bales ———LS — — — —— — 
REPORTS. | Discount on V iR LE 

The §. 8. Zelemachus reports :—Left Hongkong at 4 p.m. on th “en Satt. lo. a> 
14th instant : experienced strong N. E. monsoon and strong norther- 3 I8 78 
ly gales off the coast of Japan. | a 38 

& e & 
NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, gle 2jeiz 
: — Bs 
iieeeee | P. M. Co 1881 J—— — 
AM RαA.......................... O. & O. Co Feb. 28th1| saturday ...... Feb. 19) 76 | ee ee ee 
Evuxorsg, via ILONGKONG .......+ M. M. Co Mar. 10ch] Monday ...... 2178 Pee teem aa 
HONGKONG ............ P. & O. Co Mar. 4th | Tuesday ...... »» 22) 75 7551 — — — a 
HonuKona, via Kope.............0 M. B. Co Feb. 28th- | Wednesday » 23 --' — — 
HONGKONG ..................... P. M. Co. Thursday ...... n 24 Wy et 
HONGKONG ......c0-.cecesescecccecsceos O. & O. Co Mar. 15th | Friday ......... oP = at ie Se 
Suanauat, HE,onuo & Nagasakt...| M. B. Co Feb. 27th | Saturday ” i44 Ww Ye me 
1.—Left San Francisco, February 8th, Oceanic. c y U R c u 8 E R y \ c E S 
8 

_____.__NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, — — 
——— selene. P. M. are — aa CHRIST CHURCH. 

BEBIMIOA: ............................. 0. & O. Co ar Sunday Morning ............000. secsssccesee cosecce il am 
Kunorr, via HONGKONG ........- P. & O. Co. | Mar. 12th 5.30 P.M. 
Kunorr, via HONGKONG ......... | M. M. Co Mar. 5th 
HAKODATH .......................... M. B. Co. | Feb. 27th E Cuampners Inwine, M.A, 

ONGKONG, vin Kone .............. | M. B. Co ! Muar a The Parsonage, 101. 
HONGKONG Jooccce ceececcceeceescceeee, O. & O. Co | Mar. 2n UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 

NONGKONG ....... eee eceseeeee eeeees P.M. Co. : ; ‘ 
Stanaiar, Wioco, & Nagaxant.,! M. B. Co. ji Mar. 2nd Sunday aca md .. each 

“The arrival and departure of nails by the Gs Occidental and .y) vening secceece POOP Accs a ree verccsscecceereceecses 
Oriental,” the * lacilic Mail," and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental Rev. Luruzr H. Guticx, M.D., 





Companies, are approximate ouly, 
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SHIPPING IN TELLIGEN CE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 
































Nar. CAarraln, Fiag ann Ria. | Tons. From. Annivxu. Consign ras. 
STEAMERS. 
City of Peking Berry American steamer | 5,079 | Hongkong Feb. 24] P.M. Co. 
Menzaleh Homery French steamer | 1,273 | Hongkong Feb. 10 | M.M. Co, 
Tanais Reynier French steamer | 1,735 Hongkong Feb. 22 M. M. Co. 
Telemachus Jones British steamer | 1,581 | London wid Hongkong} Feb. 22 | Butterfield & Swire 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Artemisia D. Macfarlane | British barque 680 | Nagasaki Feb. 19 | O. & O. Co. 
Alexander Carson American schooner 52 — Nov. 3] J. E. Collyer 
Benedicta Jansen German schooner 247 | T: Feb. 16 | Chinese 
Baltazar E. C. Fulda Germ4n schooner | 275 | Takao Feb. 20 | KE. B. Watson 
Cilurnum Beadle British shi 1 80 ELongkon Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Tekands Oct. 31] Captain 
Lottie Hiltz German schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 | Hobhnhbolsz & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
Minatitlan J. Edwards British brig 924 | Takao Feb. 26 | Chinese 
North Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhots & Co. 
Otome Hardy American schooner 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Oteego Isaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3] H. Cook 
Pioneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Momo, vid Hakodate | Jau. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Remonstrant Stoddart British ue 1,044 | London Feb. 10 | Wilkin & Robisc 
Stella Werner Americanschooner| 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 


| 


VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 








Name. Gons.| Tons. | H, P. Dæeacnirrion. Witnie rrom. CoMMANDER. 

















Sloop Chefoo Captain Erri 





— — — — — — — — 


BRITISH—Albatross... ... ... —— 894 838 

RUSSIAN—Africa 0 we we ee et A] 1,400 a Ur 2 Nagaseki —— 
— Ermak ... .. ... Stas Sade. Lows 4 375 — Transport Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
‘ Kniaz Pojarsky ... ... «. «| 12 4,291 — — Nagasaki Captain Tirtoff 
” Minin eee see cos e006 e808 eee 16 5,300 6,300 Ironclad Nagasaki Ca t i N ° off 


— — — —ñ —ñ — —ñ —ñ ñ— ñ — — 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 


— — —ñ — — — — — — —— — — — — 














Destination. XAMK. AGENTS, ‘lo ne DespaTCHED. 
— — — — — — — — —⸗— See) pe — iain peice pi F = — — — — 
San Francisco‘... es eee tee oes — City of Peking P. M. Co. March 2nd at daylight 
London vid Kobe Nagasaki and H’kong —... Telemachus Butterfield & Swire Quick despatch 
San Francisco... see see tee tee nee ee Gaelic O. & O. Co. March 18th 
Hongkong via Whey wea Gee zee RE Sumida Maru M. B. Co. March Sth, at 4 P.M. 
Hongkong s+ 0 cee cece tee ee aes Meuzaleh M.M. Co. March Sth, at 9 a.m- 
Shanghai and way-ports... .. 0 6. ** oe Genkai Maru M. B. Co. March 2nd, at 4 P.M. 
San Francisco vid Hiogo... .. ... “. Remonstrant : Wilkin & Robison Unsettled 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 








IMPORTS.—Generally a fuir business on the basis of former values. Yarns of all descriptions fairly carrent 
at quotations. Shirtings ; small business only. T. Reds lower. Velvets neglected. Lawns; uo business, prices nomin- 
ally a cent lower. Woollens aud Cloth without charge. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continwed. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ..._ per picul $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $7.00 to 850 
Z » Good to Best... ... ... * $31.75 to 33.00 | Victoria Lawus .... 12 ,, 42/3,, me $0.75 to 0.76 
Bombay, No.20 do. ... .. .. 4 $29.50 to 31.25 | Taffachelass:— ... ... 12 ,, 43 5, 455 $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... ” $33.75 to 34.75 WOOLLENS :— 
» Good to Best... ... ... 4, $35.50 to 36.50 ; 
‘ to 42 .. ee . er yy ee YY rr ” $39.25 to 40.25 — pars wom wee, bee gai yds. 32 in.... 4.50 to 5.50 
COTTON PIECE GooDs — Lastings ene ns, 29930 7 31" 1000 bolo 
Grey Shirtings :—7 lb. per piece 28} yds. 39in. $1.95 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth ... ... 1. 4. 30 ,, 32,, ... 0.18 to 0.31 
re ‘x 8} . ‘s = - 4 in. aie — Camlet Cords... .... ... 29-30 ,, 22,, ... 450 to 5.50 
iH ; 9 : : 4 in. to 2. — * 
T’ Cloths :—7 1b. ... ...24'yde. 32 in. per piece $1.59} to 1.674 — — . ae ee 
sad reer pale 3 eas * rar Cie dn. Y “4 i 30 “ae 0.35 to 0.40 
digo Shirtings:— _... ’ in, ' d : ; en ; pears - 
—— — wee oD : 30 in. 4 $1.40 £0 2.60" Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black 32in. __,, $0.094 to 0.15 "Pilots... 10. 2 oo + 54» 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.45 
Tarkey Reds: 2 to2}1b.24yds.30in. _,, $1.50 to 1.70 Presidents... ... ... ... 54,, to56,,...0.45 to 0.55 
Do. 2) to2}lb.24°,, 30in. $1.65 to 1.80 Union... ae ee vee SA 8056 ,,... 0.30 to 055 
Do. 3 lb... of 39 30 in. +B $1.80 to 1.90 Blankets, green, 6 to 8 lbs. eco 8=— eae per Ib. ete 0.87 to 0.39 


SUGAR.—The Benedicta is in from Takao with new crop. Sales have been made, at a decline, of 3,000 bags 
new, and 2,000 old at quotations. Stock 46,000 bags. 


SAIGON RICE.—No sale. Stock 19,000 piculs. 
KEROSINE.—Five thousand cases have found buyers. Stock is redaced to 417,000 cases. 


Sagar :—T'akao in bag New... .... perpical $4.37 Japan Rice ... ... ... ... «. os perpicul $282 to3 
” 99 W Old... ... vee 99 $4.25 — Wheat yy ary er TS er Ty ei Sie sa 
Taiwanfoo in bag... ... ... os $4.25 m Rice foargo) — — $1.80 
Ching-pak and Ke-pak _... $7.75 to $8.50 | Kerosene Oil... ... ... case $1.88 to $1.89 


China No. 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah... es $6.50 to $8.75 





EXPORTS. 


SILK.—We have again had a very active demand for Silk during the past week and no less than 1,500 shipping 
bales have beon settled. Prices have steadily hardened and advanced, and stocks of good silk becoming small at the A i 
natives are asking about $20 per picul advauce on our last quotations. Many of them refuse to sell altogether. 

Stock about 2,500 shipping bales. Total shipments to date 16,337 bales. 


Exchange 3/9} Exchange 4.80 
Hanks-—No. 1 & 2...........scc0c0 $560 to $565 = 18/ to 18/2 = fcs. 49/20 to fcs. 49.50 
—— ct ea oe. $570 = 18/8 — » 48.90 
J—— $545 to $550 = 17/10 tol8/ = ,, ~ 47.00 
i) 9? 3 & infrs. Ceecccccccoe $500 to 520 =16/5 to 17/1 = 9 * 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra  ..........0....008 $640 to $650 = 20/llto21/3 = , 57.90 to , 58.70 
* * 1 —-⸗ůÿÿ—0 $525 to $640 = 20/3 to 21, = » * 86.10 
7 ————— $610 to $620 = 19/10 to 201 = ,, 53.50to , 55.30 
* — $580 to $590 = 18/11 to 19/3 = ,, 49.10 to ,, 50.00 
Kakedas—Best .......ccce---cecne--- $625 to $630 = 20/3 to205 = ,, 55.40to ,, 57.90 
» Medium & Good ......8590 to $610 = 19/3 to199 = ., ~ 81.80 
Re-Reels Medium to Best......... $580 to $620 = 18/1l to 20/1 = ,, 52.20to ,, 54,00 








TEA.—We continue to have a fair amount of business passing for this period of the season, settlements 
during the past week reaching to some 1,100 picula. The better kinds have received the most attention. Owing to the 
higher prices ruling supplies have come in more freely, which has caused prices to be a little easier for grades under 
Good Medium. 

Stock 3,400 piculs. 


cat | cee, ee eS ee 
Medium ... eat — ee aie ats $15 to $17 Choice sae — wax aes * t Nominal. 
Good Medium ... — poe — cae $19 to $20 Choicest ine * — 





EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


STERLING—Bank 4 months’ sight ...............cceeeeeee 3/9 Ow SHancHaI—Bank sight...............ccccceccesccceeres 723 
” Bank Bills ou demand.....................02. 3/83 ms Private 10 days’ sight.................. 73 
” Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3/94 On New Yorxk—Bank Bills on demand............... 893 
* F ms J — 3:94 Private 30 days’ sight............... oot 
Ox Parts—Bank sight ..... 10. ........ ................. 4.67 On San Francisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 8 
- Private 6 months’ sight .................... 4.81 Ys Private 30 days’ sight ......... 90% 
Ox Honaxonc—Bank sight ............cccccsccceseceeces + % prm. JJ cet tuinds cones Sede bas abs todassaseeates he dis 
- Private 10 days’ sight ............... 4 Z% disct. GOLD LEN: isi ouskatensvinss sik guveacusuein nom. 


SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—A few charters have been made of Sugar consters at private rates. The Zelemachus is loading 
for Loudon. The Flintshire goes to Kobe en route for China. 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[TRANSLATION] _ 


NOTIFICATION 
No. 18 of Daijokwan. 


— — — 


T IS HEREBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
Engiueer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deenied to be in no ways inferior to the qualif- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of. Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Ycar, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yckitei Kioku. 


(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé- Daijin. | 





1 bade IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordauce 

with Notification of Daijékwan No. 13, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be condacted at Tokio 
ou the third Tuesday in every 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. . 


H. MAYESHIMA, 


Chief Superintendent. 
Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS, 
SHIMONOSEAL STRAINS BUOYS, 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, t 

BUOY and MIDDLE GROUN 

which were advertized as having 
moorings, have been replaced. 


hat KANABUSE 

D BLACK BUOY, 

broken adrift from their 

Lighthouse Establishmcut, a ORDER, 
Benten, 

Yokohama, 17th January, 1881, 


Google 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BLACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE 
BAY OF YEDO. 


ue GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice 

that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneds 
shoal, Bay of Yedo, before the erectiou of the Pile-Light- 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, and 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on the First day of the Seventh month of the 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience 
having proved that navigation is now safe without the 
Buoy. 











YAMAO YOZO, 


Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, Februa 220d, 1881. : 





Wo. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 
WRECK WEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS 


Notce IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 

Bark CHINAMAWN lies eunk in 5 fathoms of 
water 7 miles to the S. 37° W. of the Ambherst Rock 
The iron masts are at present visible. 


By order of the Inspector General of Castoms. 
DAVID M. HENDERSON, 


Engineer-in-Chief. 
Imperial Maritime Customs, = 


Engineer’s Office, 
Shanghai, 24th January, 1881, 


“SUN FIRE OFFICE. 


HE UNDERSIGNED are prepared to accept R SKB 
T AGAINST FIRE for ariel 


Not exceeding Ten days at 
Four days at 


1/8th, 
1 /16th, 


29 99 


of the annual rate. 


WILKIN & ROBISON, 
Yokohama, June 24, 1879 
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~ SEVENTH DRAWING. 


CHINESE 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that ; ‘ 
with the stipulation contained in the Bacau ne 


Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be “ 


paid off at par, on the 28th of February next, when the In- 

terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 

of the HonGkonG AND SuancuHat Banxkinc Corporation 

$1, Lombard Steet, London, Ec. in the presence of 

Grorcr Heyry Burnett, Esq.;° Accountant of the said 

Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 

Fork THE Honqxoxe AND SHANGHAI 
Bamiuno Corgorarioy, 
(Signed) GEO. H. BURNETT, 

Accountant, 


W. W. VENN, Jun, 
Notary Public, 
2, Pope’s Head Alley, Cornhill, E.C. 
London, 13th December, 1880, 


Countersigned, 





The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honakone anv SHancHar 
Banxinc Corporation, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Manager. 
Yokohawa, February 5th, 1881. 


on ap- 





**Higuest Awarp & Prirzz Mepal PHILADELPHIA 
Exutsition, 1876.” 


& Ly 





“WELLINGTON KKIFE POLISH: 


PREPARED EXPRESSLY FoR ‘The Patrany Kwuirs- 


CLEAWING Macnines, Inpia Russer axpD Burr 
Leatuee Kwyirz Boarps. Kyives CONSTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS §D. BACH; AMD TINS, 

6p., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 








at Za 
— 


INDIA RUBBER KNIFE BOARDS: 


PREVENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 
THE entre. Oaxsy's Wetirvotrow Knire Potiss 

SHOULD BE USED WITH HIs Boarps. 
tp 
> 






; [NON-MERCURIAL}, 
For Cieawina and Pottsnino Sitver, Erectro 
Prats, Prate Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. EACH. 


"WELLINGTON BLACK LEAD: 


Ix Sottp Brocks—1p., 2p. & 4p. EacH, & 18. Boxus. 


6 











JOHN oaxxxs SONS, 
fas —— OF- : 2 


S Sy Sy 


July, 1879, 


Digitized by Cor gle 
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THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


—** suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions will dis- 
—— * by the use of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 

aul.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and ite purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


—— Sir SAMUEL BAKER 
= — * entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,”’ says, “TI 
— the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I was 
-cctor, and that Ihad the best medicines at the service of the 
- Ina short time I had many applicants, 
—— out a quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ese are 
—— —— —— as possessing unmistakable 

‘ . 1 : 

* satinfion hive A were —— effect upon the patient, which 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 





Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ul i 
' — rati f 
kinds. It acts miraculously 8 healin uleerations, post ce 


diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 
Mr. J.T. COOPER, 


in his account of his extraordina travels in China, published in 
187 1, eaye—*‘I had with mea —“ of Hollowa ———— 1 
E Some to the people, and nothing could ex their gratitude; 
. and, in Consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed 

in upon us, until * last ——— of Ointment was worth a 

quantity o , and the demand became so great 

‘that I was obliged to lock Sethe small remaining stock”’ 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1873. tf: 
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And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


be us s 


SAVORY&MO 


Cigars, Cigarettes or Tobacco, also Pastilles and Powder for Inhalation. 


GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 


“Of 


¥ 
i 
Vt 
* 
4 


ed” 
* . 
be 


December 1880. 


H. MacARTHUR, 


SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NO. 70, Yokohama, 
(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 
Original trom 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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Avow. H xoysie & Co. 


Limited. 


$2, Walbrook, London, 


BRITANNIA 


Manufacture all kinda of 


IRONWORK, 


Structural & Ornamental. 


BRIDGES of every description. 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. 


IRON WORKS, 





A. thousands of Tons of Bridges. 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 


ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKET 
TUlustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 

ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 
See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C. 
with 1,300 designs. ( ? 

Railings. Balcony Panels. 


Gates. Street Posts. 
Lamp-pillars. Lamp-brackets. 
Newels. 


Columns. Column Capitals. 
Brackets. Gratings. 


SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES 


12 Shapes and Sizes. 
'Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handysidei& Co., Limited 
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Girder Bridges, Arch 


H. & Oo. make every year for Foreign Countries some 
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in the economical 


Asthma &Difficult Breathing 
here. 


Reng PR ey 
PPOR TS: 
, from Ss. 64. to 21s. 


a | 
ESE: 


DATURATATULA 


ASTHM 


averted by 
Datura Tatula Inhalations 
Testimonials acoompanying eso 
box of Oligarettes 
Tins, 
bacco, and also in pow 
for burning 


form of to 


promptly 


FOR 


Oo 
o 
= 
—2 
— 
= 
<r 
Li 
* 


OCONTAING 
The HIGHEST AMOUNT of 
NOURISHMENT in the 


MOST CONVENIENT FORM. 


SUPPLIED TO THE 
ROYAL ' NURSERIES. 
In Tins Is., 9s., 5s. and 10s. 


THE MOST DIGESTIBLE, 


MOORES i010) 8s MOORE 


143, NEW BOND ST., LONDON, and of Chemists, &c., eve 


2A, EMULSION 
224 EDICINAL 


AND 


WASTING DISEASES 
IMPROVES THE APPETITE 
Increases Strength and 


4 


1 PANCREATIC VV BEST FOOD 
EM ” 


Weight. 
Bottles 2s. 64., 40. 64, and Se. 


IN CONSUMPTION 





August 2, 1879. 26780 





TRADE MARE. 





ELLWOOD’S 





LONDON. . PATENT AIR CHAMBER 
om HATS AND HELMETS 
THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
Joe GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. AGAINST SUN STROKE. 
Josxen GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. To be obtained of oF — — and Outfitters 
an olesale only o 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. 
J “is! J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 
a GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878, LON DON 


April, 1880. 


DINNEFORD’ 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. 






\DINNEFORDS 
FLUID 


DINNEFORD & Co., Chemists 
London, 









——— 


Beware of Useless Imitations. 


THE SAFEST MILD 
APERIENT FORDELICATE 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
CHILDREN AND INFANTS, 
AND FOR REGULAR USE 

IN WARM CLIMATES. 


FLUID 
MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Nl throughout 
rid. 


the Wo 


N-B. ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


April 10, 1880 
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CROSSE & BLACKWELL’s 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 


Wine Frise Medals, Paris, Vienne and Philadelphia, 


PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIEs, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEG 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HEREINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TIN, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 


OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
: BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORESHIRE GAME AND PORE 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 
LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


lata, my be ad fom nat Berens 
CAUTION. 


To t the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
ey should invariably be destroyed when empty. 
Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at — of articles of inferior 
rands, 


AU genuine goods bear the names of Crosse ¢ Blackwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 
Jars and Tins. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 


July, 1878. 





ADOLPHUS SINGTON & C0.,|--~ 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 


MANCHESTER, 
BNGLILAND. 


CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND 


EXPORTERS 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MACHINERY. 


May 4, 1878. 
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ag J. & E. ATKINSON’ 
3 PERFUMERY, 


Jleerateã for nearly 2 ce st, is of the very best ‘ 
manafacture. For os poaclly one groat — 
obtainod the following 












EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS 
LONDON. 1862. PARIS, 1207. CORDOVA. ‘ i 
VIENNA, 1878. PHILADELPHIA. wee” — 


SOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. § 
ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR & 
B rue x... THE HANDKERCHIEF, | 
Ml Opopanas, Jockey Cab. Eas Doses eee 


4 Magnolia, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Hedal Bouquet, 
and all other odours, of the finest quality only. 








ATKINSON’S 
GOLD MEDAL EAU DE cuLOGNE J 





ATKINSON'S 


OLD BROWN WINDSOR SOAP, 
eclebrated for so many years, continues to be made as hereto: IM 
fore. Tt le strongly Perfumed, and will be sound very durable oe 








; and other ui gmaaletem cece be My 
Gbiained of all dealore throughout tee Workin aed anvie 
manufacturers i 
J. & EB. ATEINSON, 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 
PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. 
‘4 UTI -—Mesars. JZ. & E. ATKINSON 
é da tier ice ok Gen cae i 7 
my Gautioned to avoid ecunterfelts thet each article R 
M$ labelled with the Srm'e Trade Mark, a hite Rose" ona I 
* Golden Lyre.” 
ESTABLISHED 1790. 
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NOTICE. 
No $1 GOMMBRGIAL DINING ROOMS, {8° $! 


Water Street 





O* and after this date, the following prices will be 
cbarged :— 


Boarp SCCCCCLCe CECE ESOECE eccccccccee POF month $25.00 


Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, and every comfort guaranteed 


Wau. CURTIS. 
Yokohama, November 9th, 1880. 








CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended asa simple Remedy jor sndigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being @ medicine so — ———— 
and beneficial, that it ts with justice called the “* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomac. 

“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 


under any circumstances, 
derived from their use, as they have 
Sold ix Bottles at 1s. 1}d., 28. 9d., 


and thousands persons can now bear leshmony to the benchts to be 
Ss ee failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years 
and 11s. cack, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 


CAUTION. 


Be sure and ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and ds not be persuaded to purchase an toibetion 


November 11th, 1878. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Parp-uP CAPITAL ... 


BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEBTLES,|H°°**" *° “asin sess Ses 


and all-other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 
In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one need be troubled by those pests. 


It is perfectly clean in application. 
Ack for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 


POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, aud fail io 
giving satisfaction. 
SoLp By ALL Caemists IN Borttes, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 

Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
Mr. Kgaria, 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
ap Gen enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 


brought me daring the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fally, 
M. A. WALKER. 
Soip 1x Borries, By ALL CHemists AND DRvuGGISTS. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitatious of this unsurpassed remedy have been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


kK. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT BENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 
BRANDED 
‘* BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.”’ 


TIN PLATES, 


66 99 
BRANDED EPS WB” “‘witpeEN,”* “UNICORN,” 
“ARLEY @,” “ STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
Jand Close Annealed. ' 











Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C. 
April, 1880. 


TRE ‘HIOGO NEWS.” 
PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 
(Sundays excepted). 


GO UBSCRIPTION $24 
in advance. 


Terma for Advertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE. 
Yokohama, February 12, 1874. 


Google 





per Annum, payable half-yearly 


tf. 


RESERVE Fonp... ..- $1,800,000. 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 





COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


Chairman—ALEx. McIver, Esq 
Deputy Chairman—H. L. Datrympce Eaq., 


Adolf André, E. R. Belilios, Esq., H. de C. Forbes, Esq,, 





H. Hoppius «» Hon. W. Keswick. F. D. n, Esq 
— ” W.8. Young, Eeq., : 
Chief Manager—TuHos Jackson, Esq, 
LONDON COMMITTEE. 


A. H. Phillpots, Esq., 

E F. Daan Eee 

Albert Deacon, at 

Manager—Davip McLEan, Esq. 
Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI. 
Manager—Ewenxn Oamenon, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. | 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 


YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 0/o on Daily balances, 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
39 


Loca Brits Discounrenp. 


Oredits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
of Banking and Ex business transacted. 

Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 


issued for the use of Travellers. 
JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
Yokohama, 26th February, 1881. 


Ohe “dapan Mluil,“ 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 
ESTABLISHED, 1865. 











TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprrion. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


Fortnicutiy Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers via 
. San Francisco. Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. 


Tue Japan Darty Mart is published every morning (Sundays ex- 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Paseenger liste, Cargoes, Vereels on the Berth and - 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Also the latest Telegrama, Japanese 
newr, Reporte of Trials in the Courte of Law, Meetingr of 
public bodies. and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It bas a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bripging it within 
the means of all classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional advertising advantages, and sccures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 
AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 


LONDON vesicivciveivesvsssass G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
Bates, Hendy, & Co.. 4, Old Jewry. 
NEW YORK. ..........0006- A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Strect. 
HONGKONG........... 00000 Kelly & Co. 
SHANGRHAL.......0ccecseeees China and Japan Trading Co. 
HIOGO & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
NAGABAKI.......ccccccccecs Chinak J apan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertisements 
for these papers. 


ne tie 
Printed and published for the Proprietor, by the Manager 


A. HERBERT BLACKWELL; at the « sais 
Bund, Yokohama. ‘at the “‘ Japan Mail" Office, 16 


Sayan Weekly Mail, 


A WEEKLY 


REVIEW OF 


JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








Vou. V. No. 9.] 





Yokohama, March 5th, 1881. 


[$24 Per Annum. 
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NOTICE TO CORRES? ONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymouscorrespondence. Whatever 
is Iutended for insertion in the JArAx Werkty Mats must be 
authenticated by the name and address of the writer, not for publica- 
tion but asa guarantee of good faith. 

It is particularly requested that allletters on business, relating to 
Advertisements, Job-printing, or Accounts, be addressed to the Mana- 


GER: 
Aad that literary contributions of every description be addressed to 
the Epiror. 


YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, MARCH 5ru, 1881. 
JaPANEsE ERA 2541, Marist 14TH YEAR, 82D Moxrts, Stu Day. 


His Majesty the King of Hawaii arrived here yesterday 
(Friday) morning at 8 a.m. in the Oceanic. As the steamer 
moved up to her anchorage, the men-of-war in harbour dressed 
ship and manned yards, the crews of the Russian and Japan- 
ese vessels also cheering heartily as the Oceanic passed them. 
His Majesty was visited on board by Mr. Hachisuka, ex- 
Daimiyo of Awa, Admiral Nakamura, Mr. Ishibashi, Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Office and others, as well as by the 
Rassian Admiral and Staff. He subsequently embarked in the 
Emperor’s State barge and procceded to the Port Admiral's 
Office, where he was received by Mr. Daté, Ex-Daimiyo 
of Uwajima, Mr. Hijikata, Vice Minister of the Household 
Department, Mr. Sannomiya, Mr. Nagasaki and several 
Naval and Military officers. Mr. R. Irwin, Consal for Hawaii 
in Japan, and Mr. Stevens, secretary of the U.S. Lega- 
tion also waited on his Majesty. From the Port Admiral’s 
Office His Majesty proceeded in a state carriage to the 
Summer Palace at Iséyama, which had been placed at his 
disposal by the Emperor. He was there visited by H. I. H. 
Prince Fushimi, Mr. Uyeno, Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and many other officials of high rank. ‘To-day 
(Saturday) he proceeded to Tokiyo by the 12 o'clock train 
and was met at Shimbashi terminus by four Imperial Princes, 
who accompanied him first to an nudience with His Majesty 
the Emperor and afterwards to their own houses, whence he 
ultimately proceeded to the Yenriyokwan, which has been 
Prepared for his reception during the period of his 
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sojourn here. The King’s name is Kalakauwa, which 
may be translated, “The day of battle.” His Majesty 
is nearly fifty years old, having been born in 1831. Iu 
personal appearance he is about the middle height, thickset, 
bat of really handsome personal appearance. His complexion 
is not darker than that of an ordinary Japanese. When but 
a child he was received into the boarding school, kept for many 
years by Mr. and Mre. Cook of the American Board’s Mission, 
for the exclusive reception of all the young-chiefs of the 
highest blood. Here he received a good education, and being 
at the time he was first sent there one of the youngest 
received into this family of some dozen or wore pupils, he 
had acquired, at the conclusion of his scholastic career, not 
only a through knowledge of English, but also an accurate 
pronunciation of that language. Previous to his election, in 
1874, to fill the throne rendered vacant by the death of King 
William Lanalilo, he served as Post-Master General, and in 
other Government pusition. 


The speeches made by His Majesty the Emperor, H. I. 
H. Prince Kita Shirakawa, and Mr. Matsuda Governor of 
Tokiyo, at the opening of the National Exhibition on the 
lst inst., were as follows. 

His Majesty said :—‘ We have attended in person to-day 
to perform the ceremony of opening this, the second National 
Industrial Exhibition. It gives us great gatisfaction to ob- 
serve the marked superiority of the specimens now exhibited, 
both from an artistic and a technical point of view, as com- 
pared with those of the first Exhibition, and we trast that 
this improvement—which not only bears testimony to the 
nation’s encrgy, but also reflects great credit on those con- 
nected with this undertaking—will be of a permanently pro 
gressive nature, so that lasting prosperity may be secared 
to our whole Empire by the ever increasing industry of its 
inhabitants.” 

‘rhe President, H. I. H. Prince Kita Shirakawa then read 
the following address :—“ That your Majesty has deigned 
to honour with your Imperial presence this second National 
Indastrial Exhibition on the occasion of ite opening to-day, 
cannot fail to exercise a most beneficial effect on national 
industry, and to promote the welfare ot commerce, on which- 
the prosperity of the Empire mainly depends. This is the 
second enterprise of the sort which has been carried out 
under your Majesty’s most gracious auspices, and we, 
your subjects, are deeply grateful for the beneficent rule under 
which the arts of peace are thus fostered. The namber of 
exhibitors on the present occasion is upwards of thirty one 
thousand, or very nearly double the number at the first 
Exhibition, an increase which plainly predicts the permanent 
success of such institutions, and shews also how sensible an 
impetus they impart to manufacturing diligence. Not indeed 
that the industries of our country are altogether of modern 
date. The origin of agriculture may be traced back to the 
age of the Deities, and the first records of the artisan’s craft 
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belong to a scarcely less remote antiquity. From generation 
to gencration cach succecding sovercign of your Majesty's 
illustrious line has lent to this industrial spirit the fostering 
aid of a pure and enlightened Government. The people of 
Japan, gratefully attributing the prosperity they now enjoy 
to these gracious influences, are from the highest to the lowest 
imbued with an earnest desire to promote manufacturing 
industry, and so to secure the welfare of this Empire over 
which your Majesty rules. That your Majesty’s presence 
among us to-day will tend largely to develop this spirit, is 
beyond question, and I for my part, unworthy ns I am to fill 
the important office your Majesty has graciously conferred 
on me, will not relax my humble efforts to promote the 
object of this enterprise. I have the honor to present to 
your Majesty « catalogue of the exhibits and a map of the 
buildings.” | 
Mr, Matsada, the Governor of Tokiyo, appcared as the 
representative of the three cities—Tokiyo, Kiyoto, Ozaka— 
and the thirty seven prefectares, He said:—“ Knowing 
that the object of Industria! Exhibitions is to promote national 
prosperity, and understanding that the purpose of their 
repetition is to incite the people to ever renewed efforts in 
the cause of industrial progress, we, your Majesty's servants, 
having been honored with your most gracious commands on 
the occasion of this second Exhibition, have spared no pains 
nor been deterred by any difficalties, but by employing every 
means in our power to foster agricultaral and manufacturing 
industry, have caused to be brought together from all quarters 
a very large number of specimens, including every really usefal 
article, however insignificant in ite natare; and these, the 
uctions of the three cities and the thirty seven prefectures, 
have been divided into forty seven sections and classed ac- 
cording to their order of merit.. Compared with the speci- 


mens exhibited on the previous occasion, we believe that a 


marked improvement will be discernible in almost every case, a 
fact which proves the existence of a general good understand. 
ing between all classes, and at the same time clearly demons- 
trates the people’s thorough appreciation of the Imperial will 
and their gratitude for the gracious government which hag 
born such rich fruit, We, your Majesty's humble servants, 
are deeply impressed with a sense of the great honor confer- 
sed upon us by your Majesty’s gracious presence on this oc- 
casion, and with all humility avail ourselves of the opportunity 
to offer these few remarks for your august consideration.” 





"imple as these speeches which we have translated abov® 
look in their Anglo-Saxon garb, the most erudite Japanese in 
the Empire, hearing them for the first time as they were 
spoken on Tuesday last, would have found them almost, if not 
altogether, unintelligible. This is the general characterictic 
of the Japanese in fashion to-day. It borrows so largely from 
Chinese soarces that perfect comprehension is often unattain- 
able without an examination of the written characters. Many 
have watched the increase of this propensity with much anxiety, 
arguing that since the first desideratum of a language is to be 
easily intelligible, importations that deprive it of this quality 
must be pernicious. In our eyes, however, the fact suggests 
grounds for congratulation rather than regret. A language 
grows pari passed with the intellectual development of the 
nation that speaks it. The former can never Lecome a 
finality unless the latter is stationary, but must continually 
-go on receiving fresh increments so long as sense and science 
are not retrograding. Our own sturdy Anglo-Saxon is an 
excellent example of this perpetual tendency to expansion, 
and if we have had Elyots and Swinbumes, we have not 
Leen without Heytins and Bryants too. In every age men 
have raised an inept clamour agaiust innovations, forgetting, 
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as has been well said, that “every particular of what they 
idolize as classicism of phrase was once the very freshest of 
novelties, and so every word ever spoken, back to the prime- 
val interjections or what not.” Japan's intellectual progress 
during the last decade has been unprecedented, and jt j, 
only natural that her language should have become simal. 
taneously more or less unrecognizable to old fashioned folk, 





When, on answering a knock at your door, your visitor hurls 
into your sitting-room a bundle of shavings soaked in kero- 
sine, and then takes deliberate aim at them with two or three 
lighted lucifer matches, you begin not annatarally to fancy 
that the times are moving a little too fast for you. Not so 
many years ago there was a sort of Lynch law in Japan, which 
seems to have exercised the usual deterrent effect of justice 
sharp, short and decisive. An instance of it came under 
our own notice once in the shape of a man, stark naked 
who was hurrying along the Tokaido on a winter's 
morning, attended by a very tolerable crowd of women and 
children. His arms were firmly pinioned to s stout 
pole which was laid across Lis shoulders after the manner of 5 
back-board, and to this pole his queue was fastened s0 tight- 
ly that the utmost stretching of his neck and elevation of his 
hands scarcely sufficed to save his hair from being torn out 
by the roots. It was a pitiable and withal @ revolting spec. 
tacle, but if the man’s crime could have been put into some 
form appreciable to the outward ‘senses, it would scarcely 
have seemed less shocking. He had robbed a blind cripple of 
the few coins bestowed on him by rare charity. Probably, 
however, it was his final escapade of that nature 00 far at 
least as the same locality was concerued, and we cannot 
help thinking that, no harm woald be done if some sagges- 
tions of a similarly forcible natare were made to the munifi- 
cent vagrants who go about bestowing bundles of inflam- 
mability on the inhabitants of Tokiyo. Something obviously 
is wanted, for it is admitted on all sides that these perpetually 
recurring fires are in great part the work of incendiaries, snd 
many Japanese state with the utmost composare and quite 
as thoagh the circumstance belonged to the sequence of 
natural events, that the carpenters are well known tobe 
concerned in the conflagrations. Bat we may not easily 
credit such conjectures. If there be incendiarism on any- 
thing like the scale suggested, the Tokiyo detective police 
must be extraordinarily inefficient, for with the exception 
of two or three children discovered in flagrante delicto, we 
we have not heard that a single arrest for arson has beeu 
made this winter, This is quite irreconcilable with the sup- 
position that persons are implicated who could only cet] 
out their nefarious designs by the aid of paid agents, for any 
complication of machinery in sach 2 matter would be utterly 
fatal to its secret working. Current rumour can only be 
regarded as base coin when it accuses a wealthy timber 
merchant of complicity because he happened to purchase y 
large quantity of old lumber on the eve of a conflagration. 
At any rate the first desideratum is the capture of the 
miscreants. Deportation to France for vivisection might 
not be a bad method of disposing of them, should they be 
arrested, since this country is not endowed, like America, 
with able-bodied citizens whose stern sense of justice induct 
them to provide for an incendiary the same: uneqaivocs 
process of exit from this work! his victims enjoyed. Mean- 
while the citizens of Tokiyo are adopting the only wise course 
possible to them by combining, for purposes of mutual protec 
tion, In most of the suburban districts each louse now takes 
it in turn to provide a patrol, and if this system be vigorous!) 
pursued, there will be an end of the evil for the moment * 
acy rate, though in trath « city virtaslly beseiged 17 
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incendiaries is not a wholesome spectacle in this nineteenth 
century. 





After each great fire in the capital we have the same 
unvarying routine of municipul mectings and newspaper 
suggestions, and from under the mountain of sterility creeps 
at last our old friend, ridiculus mus. Once indced an extra- 
ordinary effort on the part of public opinion did result in the 
parturition of Ginza and its branches, and in that quarter of 
Tokiyo at any rate, tradesmen have ceased to feel that 
_ their goods and chattels are fated to be calcined every second 
or third year. But since then the old sequence of building 
and burning, conferring and collapsing, has gone on uninter- 
rupted, till at last the reiterated calamities of the past (?) 
winter have again roused the authorities to a sense of the 
fact that a tolerably troublesome fire burns somewhere in 
close proximity to a pavemont of goud iutentions. On the 
25th alt. a proclamation was issued in the name of Mr. 
Kabayama, Inspector General of Police and Mr. Matsuda, 
Governor of Tokiyo. It is addressed to the inhabitants of the 
Kanda, Nihonbashi, Kiyobashi and Fukagawa districts— 
the scenes of the lute three great conflagrations—and directs 
that in future houses erected in those localities shall be either 
brick or solid plaster. Shingle roofs are fortidden under any 
pretence, and temporary dwellings must not be left standing 
more than a year. If at the expiration of that time they 
are not removed, they will be pulled down by the authorities at 
the expense of their owners. All this sounds somewhat arbi- 
trary but public opinion will,we believe,fally endorse the wisdom 
of the Government's action. That the city must be saved from 
destruction and that if the citizens will not protect themselves, 
the Government must compel them to do so, are axioms every 
one will admit. Building reform is absolutely essential, and 
the people will certainly buildtheirown houses mach more 
cheaply and expeditiously than the State could build 
them. There may, and probably will be, some on whom the 
measure presses harshly, but these are the very persons whose 
presence in the city is a source of danger. Twenty men may 
build good substantial houses, but they will only “ have their 
labour for their pains” if half-a-dozen inflamable wooden 
shanties are suffered to be thrust into overy available nook 
and corner in the neighbourhood. Tokiyo will soon assume a 
Very different aspect if these regulations are carried out in 
their integrity, and it is quite competent to the authorities 
to enforce them by peculiar provisions in peculiar cases. 





Some of our fellow citizens are a good deal exercised about 
the reception accorded to the King of Hawaii, but it seeins 
to us that Japan has very little choice in the matter. Her 
guest is either royal or not royal, and if the former, would it 
be either hospitable or expedient to tell him in so many words 
that there are kings and kings, and that he is just a little 
below the degree at which recognition of rank ceases to be 
possible? Certainly the occasion reminds one somewhat of 
Béranger’s rhyme :— 

‘*There was a King of Yvetot once 
“ But little known in story ; 
“ To bed betimes and rising late, 
“‘ Sound sleeper without glory ; 
“ With cotton night-cap, too, instead 
“Of crown, would Jenny deck his head, 
‘* Tis said : 
‘* Rat tat, rat tat, rat tat, rat tat 
O, what a good little King was that ; 
Rat tat. 

If His Majesty were a cannibal or a Zulu there might be 
Some grounds for the predictions of ridicule to be presently 
incurred by Japan, as well as for the outcry against unneces- 
eary expenditure raised by certain well-meaning but somewhat 


petulant folk. He happens, however, to be a most agreeable 
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and accomplished gentleman and a dignified one to boot 34 
gentleman who was for two months the honored guest of the 
United States, and to whom the President of a country which 
in point of wealth and importance could afford to carry a 
good deal of weight in a race with the states of the old world, 
did not hesitate to accord Royal honors. True courtesy is 
most careful to be courteous when the necessity is least ap- 
parent, knowing well that they are most sensitive who have 
least title to consideration. 





We hear a good many complain about the high prices of 
the articles in the Industrial Exhibition, and express not a 
little surprise at the extraordinary rapidity with which they 
have been gold. All this, however, might easily have been anti- 
cipated. In the first place, everything, grhether an exhibit 
or not, has gone up immensely in price during the last few 
years, and in the second, exhibitors on this occasion have 
been obliged to defray the whole cost of carriage &c. them- 
selves, instead of receiving one half from the State as 
they did in 1878. ‘That the specimens are all marked “ sold” 
even before they are arranged in their places, is in a great 
measure the cesult of official shrewdness, for the officers 
connected with the Exhibition are careful that the 
public shall not anticipate them. It savours somewhat of 
a practical joxe to open a shop where nothing is for sale, 
bat foreigners may console themselves with the reflection 
that they are not alone in their disappointment. Japanese 
visitors may be daily seen harrying here and there with “ eyes 
as round as beans” in search of something eheap and nice, 
buat their quest invariably terminates opposite an article to 
which the fatal red ticket is attached. All this points at any 
rate to a pecuniary success, and under these circumstances we 
can afford to pocket our chagria. If it be true, as Mr. Mat- 
suda says, that manufacturing skill is constantly increasing, 
the longer we wait the better chance we have of being satis- 
fied when we do find a convenient opportunity to purchase. 





The surgeons and accoucheuses, twenty in number, des- 
patched last year from the Ozaka Hospital to Riukiu, are said 
to be in great request among the islanders. Measures are 
about to be taken for performing vaccination on a large scale, 
and the people lend themselves readily to the project, for 
small-pox has always been regarded by them with special terror. 
Not that the disease has ever been very prevalent in the islands, 
but that from its loathsome nature it was considered 
a judgment of heaven, and if oue of a family fell ill, the whole 
household was so completely ostracized that, from lack of care 
and medicine, its members invariably saccumbed, one and all. 
Thus the disease came to be counted absolutely fatal, and 
quarantine regulations, dictated by unreasoniug terror, had 
the effect of stamping it out pretty effectually whenever it 
made its appearance. Now that the constant intercourse 
with Japan has necessitated the abrogation of these laws, 
vaccination is the only safezuard, and the Ozaka surgeons 
will probably have a busy time of it from May next, when 
the operation is to commence. 





Mr. Inouye, first Sceretary of the Privy Council, who, as 
our readers will remember, proceeded to Pekin towards the 
close of last year, arrived in Yokohama on the Srd instant by 
the Hiroshima-maru. Mr. Shishido, Minister Plenipotentiary 
nt Pekin, and Mr. Miyamoto, firet Secretary of the Foreign 
Office, are also reporte:! to have landed at Nagasaki on the 
2ud iustant. 





To record the course of events quictly and temperately ; to 
employ no sensational coloring or speculative distortion, but 
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to write a0 that not alone the fickle public but also the im-| rumour. The race unfortunately seldom ends in that fashion, 


partial historian may be satisfied : if this were possible and 
profitable the task of newspaper editing would be very differ- 
ent from what it is at present. Amicus Plato, amicus So- 
crates, sed magis amica veritas. So we have all been taught 
to believe, though in truth the necessities of life sometimes 
seem incompatible with our creed. Newspapers must be en- 
tertaining to at least some section of their constituents, cven 
though they are obliged to import materials from the region 
of fiction. They must always be partisans and never com- 
pletely dispassionate judges, must always take up a position 
in the proximity of one or other extreme, and are absolutely 


but for once it has done so. Rumour is now having his innings, 
ignorant that he has been already bowled out, and there are 
plenty of folk ready to applaud his play and all in a twitter 
of excitement over his next hit. Moreover, fair ground for 
speculation is not wauting. It cannot be denied that the 
removal of the pressure put upon her by Russia may have 
permitted China to draw herself up to her fall stature in the 
presence of Japan, and this not unreasonable hypothesis 
provides gossip with capital quite sufficient for the-trausac- 
tion of a very respectable business. But to poise the guage 
and to throw it down are two very different things in the 


forbidden to free themselves wholly from the vital connexion | eyes of Chinese statesmen. They know—who better ?—the 


existing between patronage and adulation. Probably this 


exact amount of strain to which diplomatic relations may be 


definition of his circumstances and condition would be indig-| subjected without actually snapping. In the present case, 


nantly repudiated by every journalist in the world, and we 
are no more willing to accept it ourselves than anybody else, 
but with the results of this nineteenth century's sociological 
analyses before us, we have no choice. If we harp always 
upon flat strings and limn only with neutral tints, it will 
inevitably be our fate to find at last neither audience nor 
spectators, 

At the present moment the sensational spirit is in the 

ascendency. It is with the Japanese Plenipotentiary, Shishi- 
do, as it was,with Ahab when he turned his chariot home- 
ward from Mount Carmel. To-day a “ little cloud no bigger 
than a man’s hand” appears on the horizen ; to-morrow the 
whole firmament is obscured and there is a “sound of a great 
rain.” The little cloud is indeed a fact, but the lowering sky 
and the signs of tempest exist in print only. We have 
already related the story of the Riukiu question’s last phase, 
and subsequent events have in no way modified our state- 
ments. That Japan and Ohina agreed to accept General 
Grant’s suggestion ; that Japan in consequence conferred 
Plenipotentiary authority on her Minister in Pekin, while the 
Tsung-li-yamen on their side professed to be equally autho- 
rized ; that the negotiations having assumed a complexion 
agreeable to both parties, a treaty was drawn up by matual 
consent and an almost absolute certainty of amicable com- 
promise attained ; that at the eleventh hour the Court at 
Pekin refased to ratify the treaty without referenee to Liu 
and Li-Hung-Chang ; that Mr. Shishido, finding the very 
first essentials of the arbitration had thus been left unsatis- 
fied, declined to admit the necessity for such reference, and 
pointing out that the exercise of his discretionary power 
was no longer possible since China had failed to fulfil the 
conditions upon which that exercise was contingent, withdrew 
altogether from the conference; that affairs thus reverted to 
the position they were in before General Grant’s intervention, 
with this exception, that Japan had acted thronghout with 
perfect good-faith and an honest desire for a peaceful adjust- 
meut, while China had shown that her own request to Gene- 
ral Grant and her subsequent action, straightforward as they 
seemed to be, were in reality convenient pretences, and 
that whatever attitude it suited her for the moment to assume, 
she was determined to keep always within reach her old 
weapons of procrastination and subterfuge ; that finally Mr. 
Shishido set out for Japan, partly because it had previously 
been his intention to do so at the earlicst possible opportu- 
nity, and partly because his Government was not unnatur- 
ally anxious to receive from hima detailed account of the 
negotiations as well as to consult about future measures : all 
these facts are matters of history, simple and unequivocal, 
but that diplomatic relations between Japan and China are 
suspended, or that the Chinese Minister in Tokiyo has been 
instructed (o ask for his passport, are circumstances existing 
only in the imaginations of the genus irritabile vatum. 

The fact is, that in the present case truth has outrun 
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too, their vis-a-vis is a country not unversed in the finesse of 
a waiting game, and with two such wary adversaries in the 
lists, feint and ruse will be carried very far before a blow is 
actually struck. Japan naturally desires to avoid war, and 
has amply demonstrated her readiness to make every conces- 
sion short of retiring altogether from a position defined both 
by historical and geographical right. China is too astate 
not to perceive that if she declares war, her declaration will 
be nothing more than an empty vaunt, since to recover 
Riukiu she must take the offensive, and of this she is about 
as capable as Joe Miller was of uttering a jest. Meanwhile, 
however, we ought not to lose sight of the fact that Riukia 
is not the real bone of contention between the two Empires. 
What really separates them is the ever-widening gulf 
between progress and immobility. Anger, jealousy, con- 
tempt and, above all, the consciousness that she has been left 
hopelessly behind by her versatile neighbour ; these are the 
feelings that rankle in China’s bosom, and though we have 
no fear of any immediate ruptare, not any faith in the vati- 
cinations sensationalists are whispering in the public ear 
to-day, we shall feel no assurance of permanent peace be- 
tween the two countries until the Celestial has descended 
from his airy perch of contemplative apathy and placed him- 
self in some proximity to the level of sense and sentiment 
more happily animating Japan. 





The first examination, this year, of candidates for medical 
diplomas was brought toa conclusion in Tokiyo on the 8rd 
instant. ‘The number of applicants was seventy, of whom 
thirty withdrew in the early stages of the trial, and of the 
remaining forty, not more than half are believed to have been 
successful. 





Thursday was the anniversary of the accession to the throne 
of the Czar of all the Rassias. In celebration of the event all 
the men-of-war in harbour dressed ship, the Russian vessels 
flying the Imperial eagle at the main, and: at noon the cus- 
tomary salutes were fired. At 7.80 p.m.a brilliant display of 
fireworks was commenced, which attracted large nambers both 
of foreigners and natives to the bund ; the ships then displayed 
coloured lights and the pyrotechnics concluded with an ex- 
hibition of the electric light, which was very effective, the 
shipping in the harbour and the houses on the bund showing 
out most distinctly and then as rapidly disappearing as 
the light were thrown in one direction or another. 





We understand that it is in serious contemplation to build 
a strong jetty for the landing of goods at the Western 
Wharf in this settlement. The site has been recently 
inspected by H. E. Sano, Minister of Finance, and the work 
will be commenced before long, 
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Among the passengers on board the French Mail this 
morning were His Excellency Count Barbolani and lady. As 
the vessel passed the meu-of-war, the Russian flagship Africa 
ran up the Italian flag at the fore, and fired the proper 
salate. 





The number of visitors to the Exhibition on the day after 
its opening was 4,366, of whom 612 had free tickets. 
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THE CURIO MARKET. 


, II. 
O™= object is not to purchase age but excellence. As 
a point of theory this much may be postulated 
without fear of contradiction. Before Madame Darnet 
discovered at St. Yrieix a soap-like soil, which to the 
thrifty housewife gave promise of a cheap detergent, the 
French keramists were without kaolin. Their porcelain 
was artificial from necessity-not choice. To-day, however, 
a fabulous value attaches to the pate tendre of those times— 
times when Madame de Pompadour and her royal para- 
mour made a plaything of the factories at Vincennes, and 
art patronage found no care too munificent for its protegés. 
But this is not a question of age. There is an intelligible 
reason for the preference given to the old Sévres china. 
Technically inferior to natural porcelain, its ssthetic 
attributes are incomparably superior. The artificial biscuit 
possessed a power of assimilating its decoration, so that 
the union of the two suggested something of soft intimacy 
unattainable when true kaolin is employed. Similar and 
not less forcible conditions obtain in almost every case. 
To say that amateurs set more store by years than by 
beauty is the cant of ignorance. Sometimes indeed their 
province borders closely on that of the antiquarian. In 
the Bethnal Green collection, for example, are many 
specimens totally worthless if estimated by esthetic 
standards, but indisputably precious as historical types. 
With Japanese too, sentimental vagaries sometimes exer- 
cise avery perceptible effect upon the market. It is a 
common saying among them, that of the price paid for an 
object of cirti, four-fifths depend upon the certificate accom- 
panying it and the remaining fraction on the quality of the 
article itself. But this is a traffic in relics and need not con- 
cern us here, assuming as we do, that those to whom wo 
address ourselves are influenced more by utilitarian, than 
romantic considerations. Whether, apart from incidental 
influences, the passage of years produces any perceptible 
change in keramic wares, is another question. Mr. 
Franks, of the British Museum, speaks of glazes “‘ rendered 
diaphanous by age,” and it is beyond doubt that time 
has the effect of toning down and mellowing the pigments 
and vitrifiable enamels employed in surface decoration, but 
so far as the biscuit itself is concerned, age cannot truly be 
counted a factor of much moment. On the whole it may be 
said that antiquity appreciates a specimen not absolutely, 
but by association. In the Orient at any rate, present pro- 
cesses and materials of manufacture are immensely in- 
ferior to those of past centuries, and thus by an easily 
comprehended confusion of ideas, time is accredited with 
conditions which though inseparable from, are not in any 
way attributable to, its passage. It is very natural that 
the collector, knowing the reputed superiority of the older 
wares, but not furnished with any accurate mental catalo- 
gue of the items in which they excel, should sot greater 
store by evidences of age—which appnrently require no 
special knowledge to distinguish —than by technical merits 
to which he has no certain guide. In this lies the curio- 
dealer's opportunity. Faience he steeps in a decoction of 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


241 


sulphuric acid and “ Yasha”: porcelain, he subjects to 
the fumes of damp incense, while into the interstices of 
both he plasters a paste of gluten and dust. Common 
sense might be expected to tell us that filth is not the 
normal companion of a valuable article, but the exercise 
of common sense seems to be incompatible with curio 
buying. We set out to look for beauty; we find—dirt, 
and acquiring it at extravagant prices, believe that we 
have established a claim to artistic discrimination. If the 
amateur did but consider how he treats a specimen be- 
lieved to be valuable after it has passed into his own 
possession, he would have little difficulty in comprehend- 
ing the anomaly of its begrimed condition when offered to 
him for sale. 

Perhaps the only porcelain which doesnot admit of doctor. 
ing is the much esteemed “blue and white.” Brilliant 
cleanliness is an essential element of its beauty, and 
its decoration, being entirely under the glaze, is preserved 
from the discoloring agents employed by dealers. The 
collector of “blue and white” may therefore expect to be 
tolerably free from imposition of this nature, but on the 
other hand a class of porcelain can easily be manufactured 
which, though of an exceedingly attractive character, is 
comparatively worthless, No one, for example, will deny 
that the huge vases and plaques produced to-day in Owari, 
or the smaller and much more delicate specimens of Mino, 
possess many;charms both decorative and ssthetic. The 
amateur who buys these just as he would any other piece 
of modern household furniture cannot go much astray, but 
when they are sold to him as old and valuable curiosities 
and when he acquires them as such, he has simply pur- 
chased a source of future disappointment and disgust. 
This case is, indeed, particularly dangerous. The colleo- 
tion of ‘blue and white” amounted lately to something 
very little short of a craze in England. Fabulous prices 
were given for first-rate specimens of the celebrated 
“ Hawthorn pattern,” and since this is a ware of undeni- 
able attractiveness and is, moreover, entirely a thing of 
the past so far as excellence is concerned, the mania would 
probably have continued unabated, had not the market 
been presently flooded with everything that could possibly 
claim blue and white affinities. How the fashion 
was set a-going has never, so far as we know, been ascer- 
tained. Since the seventeenth century Holland had stood 
almost alone in its appreciation of a ware which attained 
its zenith of technical and artistic beauty in the hands of 
Albrecht de Keizer and Frédérick Van Frytom. English 
collectors troubled themselves so little about such specimens, 
that pieces of blue and white which would to-day exchange 
for bags of guineas, were daubed over with meretricious 
colours to render them even saleable. Now, however, the 
tables are completely turned, and whether the change is 
attributable to a mere freak of fickle fashion or to a re- 
naissance of art instincts, England's pecuniary appreciation 
of ‘blue and white” far surpasses that of any other 
country. In the influence of this strongly accentuated 
fancy lies the amateur’s most serious danger. As a gen- 
eral rule his judgment in the matter of ‘‘ blue and white” 
is completely unformed, while his mental vision is obscur- 
ed by a rosy atmosphere of priceless possibilities. It is 
essential, however, that he should dismiss at the outset all 
hopes of picking up “ great bargains.” The day for that 
sort of thing is long gone by. Valuable specimens of 
Japanese “ blue and white” have always been extremely 
rare. Now they may be trnly said to be unprocurable. 
Their production was confined to the potteries at Hirado 
in Hizen, and they were at no time manufactured for pur- 
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poses of salo. Japan has never been able to achieve the 
lustrous, velvet-like glazes of China, but by some the 
delicate softness of the Hirado light blue is preferred to 
the fuller and deeper colours of the Pelestial keramists. 
For our own part we cannot question the superiority of the 
latter, but with this we have for the moment nothing to 
do, since we address ourselves to collectors of Japanese 
wares alone. No longer embarrassed, then, by deceptive 
evidence of age, let the amateur direct his attention chiefly 
to two points ; uniformity of surface and colour of biscuit. 
Of course thoroughly competent judgment is not possible 
without some knowledge of pate, but this takes us into the 
region of experts. A perfectly smooth regular glaze and a 
milk-white biscuit are inseparable characteristics of the 
choice old Hirado porcelain, just as waviness of surface and 
an impure, bluish white biscuit are infallible proof of youth 
and worthlessness. Nothing is more essential than this 
snowy ground, for it is to the contrast between the bril- 
liancy of the white and the richness of the blue that the 
ware owes its chief charm, and at the same time the pre- 
sence or absence of these qualities is so easily determined 
that a little attention ought to guarantee the collector 
against some at least of the gross deceptions to which he 
is daily subjected. 

To whatever extent, however, and with whatever suc- 
cess these deceptions are practiced by porcelain vendors, 
the palm of cozenage must be awarded to the bronze 
manufacturers. There is at prezent living in Kiyoto 
an artizan by name Zoroku. He is by some accounted 
the most skillful, by all, one of the most skillful, workers in 
metal Japan has ever possessed. His speciality is inlaying 
with silver and gold, an art which he carries to such 
perfection that his pieces are scarcely distinguishable from 
the chef d’auvres of the Min period. What one sees on 
going into his atelier is a very old man—some sixty-five 
or seventy—peering through a pair of huge horn spectacles 
at a tiny incense-burner or still tinier flower vase, from 
whose frets and diapers he is paring away, with marvellous 
patience, an almost imperceptible roughness or excrescence. 
Beside him, winter and summer alike, stands a brazier 
with a slow charcoal fire, over which an iron netting 
supports one or two bronze vessels similar to that he holds 
in his hand. Plainly these bronzes are being subjected to 
a slow process of baking, andif you watch for a moment, 
marvelling at the purpose of a proceeding which seems 
only caloulated to mar the fair surface of the metal, you 
shall presently see the old man dip a feather into a 
vessel filled with a greenish liquid, and touch the heated 
bronze here and there with the most delicate and dexterous 
care. ‘This liquid is acetate of copper, and this patient 
process, which you see repeated perhaps twenty or thirty 
times during a visit of twice as many minutes, will be 
continued in the same untiring fashion for half a year to 
come, after which a month's rubbing and polishing will 
turn outa bronze rich in green and russet tints that 
might, and indeed must, you would fancy, have been 
produced by centuries of slowly toiling time. This is an 
example of what goes on more or loss all through the trade 
with, however, one important distinction, that whereas 


Zoroku’s work is honestly excellent, and, bearing his’ ception of their value. 


name, is not intended to deceive but merely to imitate, 
that of his confreres is generally of the most inferior 
description, and owes a great deal of its apparent antiquity 
to technical defects. In fact the quality test, if carefully 
applied, is even more reliable in the case of bronzes than 
of porcelain. The productions ofthe old masters were 
veritable labours of love. After the casting, came the chisel- 
ling, an operation upon which they lavished unlimited toil 
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and patience, discontent if any detail presented an evidence 
of carelessness. China especially was remarkable for this 
scrupulous delicacy of work, and Japan imitated her, 
though without ever attaining metal of the same texture 
or ornamentation of the same cunning proficiency. We 
shall be falling into a serious error, however, if we suppose 
that the decoration in relief now so much practised by 
Japanese artists and appreciated by western connoisseurs, 
is a thing of bygone centuries. It may be said to have 
originated with one Kamejo, # female worker in bronze, of 
Nagasaki. She flourished about the year 1800 and a/ter 
her the little coterie of masters, whose productions repre- 
sent the golden age of Japan’s decorative bronze work, 
came almost alli contemporaneously. They are Seimin, 
Toun, Gido, Teijo, Masatsune, and Somin. The history 
of these men covers a period of forty years—1810—1850. 
Seimin, the oldest and most renowned, imitated the 
beautiful golden coloured bronze made in China during 
the early years of the Min dynasty, when the weapons and 
vessels of precious metal taken from the conquered Mongols 
were thrown into the melting pot by the victors. In the 
production of this “ Sentoku,” as it is called, from the 
name of the period (1426-1486. Ohinese “ Seun-tih”) of 
its discovery, Seimin had no rival, His pieces, as well as 
those of his five contemporaries, display, one and all, 
workmanship well nigh perfect, and this alone is sufficient 
to distinguish them from more modern forgeries. But 
the collectur may count himself fortunate if half a year's 
search procures for him a genuine specimen by one of 
those masters. Their works, necessarily few ab origine, 
have long ceased to be articles of trafic. Forgeries there 
are without limit. Shokuaken, for example, one of the 
very best artists in bronze of our own day, does not | 
hesitate to exhaust all the resources of his skill upon a 
forged “‘Toun” or “‘Seimin,” and when expertslend them- 
selves to imposture, amateurs are not unlikely to be hood- 
winked. In bronze, however, much that is worthy of 
admiration is still produced, only let the collector be 
assured that in nine cases out of ten he is buying a new 
article, and above all let him disabuse his mind of the 
extraordinary delusion enunciated by Dr. Dresser and 
endorsed by Sir E. Reed, that no two pieces exactly alike 
are ever produced. The former author indeed seems to 
have rather cloudy ideas about the difference between 
“ model” and “ mould” for he assumes that because the 
‘“‘mould” used for each vase is destroyed in the process of 
manufacture, a new “ model” is required in every case. 
As a matter of fact hundreds of vases precisely similar in 
every detail are produced from the same model, and 
perhaps the most disagreeable contingency of purchasing 
in the present market is, that if one’s acquisition has any 
choice features, duplicates ad infinitum will be offered for 
sale to generations upon generations of tourists. 

It follows from what we have said, that to ramble 
through curio shops in the hope of picking up prizes has 
become a futile proceeding. During the few years imme- 
diately subsequent to the Restoration (1868) very large 
numbers of almost priceless art treasures found their way 
into the hands of petty dealers who had little or no per- 
Then indeed golden opportunities 
occurred daily, and most ample advantage was taken of 
them. Everybody bought; private collectors and ex- 
porters alike, so that presently good specimens becoming 
scare and sellers shrewd, there grew up a system amply 
calculated to atone for past inadvertence. Its principle 
was twofold: individual fraud and general’ combination. 
The former consisted in the exercise of such artifices a8 
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we have already described; the latter was an arrangement 
designed to provide against the possibility of a valuable 
article being sold for a mere fraction of its worth, as had 
frequently been the case already. This was effected, first, 
by the selection of experts whose business was to travel 
about the country buying up all the choice specimens 
and forwarding them to the capital, and second, 
by holding weekly and monthly markets at which 
each dealer might expose his wares to be apprised, or 
purchased, by his comrades. To these markets everything 
of any worth now gravitates inevitably, and so completely 
has the purpose of their iustitution been achieved, that the 
most insignificanthuckster in Tokiyo knows exactly the in- 
inferior and superior limits of value at which to assess 
each of his wares. Ifan outsider, and especially a for- 
eigner, without either skill o- experience, hopes to compete 
successfully against such an organization as this—hopes 
to stumble upon treasures in paths already scrutinized by 
a hundred keen searchers, or to acquire for a tithe of their 
value things that the whole guild of curio merchants have 
united to guarantee against such an accident—his faith in 
the efficiency of chance must be something very nearly 
satisfying the definition of dementia. 








THE NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1881. 
Rear is no more long suffering public in the world 

than that of Japan, and as a natural consequence,— 
since public opinion is the only efficient antidote of public 
evil—its toleration is constantly and unblushingly abused. 
When a new piece is put upon the stage, for example, the 
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disarm criticism ; but Writing, as we do, fresh from the 
contemplation of muddy wastes and unfurnished cases, we 
can only repeat the often asked question; to what end so 
much haste? Would it not have been wiser to have 
waited n week, a fortnight or even a month, than thus 
eagerly to invite the world to an exhibition, not of national 
industries, but of official inefficiency ? However, the 
thing is done now and cannot be mended by regret. 
Before many days the place will no doubt present a very 
different aspect, and in the meanwhile we need only notice 
a few particulars, reserving a more general verdict until 
materials for forming an estimate are fally furnished. 

So far as the grounds in front are concerned, the most 
noticeable feature for the moment is the fountains. An 
unpleasantly obtrusive feature they are too, for their 
basins leak sadly, and muddy pools creeping hither and 
thither on a gloomy day in the midst of quagmires inter- 
sected by matted causeways, did not add much to the 
comfort of the scene at the opening ceremony. Three in 
number, the two on the right and left are still in a rudi- 
mentary condition, but the central one is—completed, we 
were about to say, but for the sake of brevity it will be 
better to write—a complete monstrosity. It seems to us 
that to ornament the governor of a steam engine with 
trills and chignons would not be more incongruous than 
to dress figures supporting the basin of a fountain in silks 
and brocades. Nevertheless this is what has been done, 
and if the remaining two fountains are destined to play 
on pottery puppets, clad in gaudy garments and turning in- 
ebriated faces to an outraged public, let us hope as a 
matter of infinite preference that the present leaky con- 


audience is quite prepared for a palpable exhibition of] dition of the reservoirs may ultimately prevent their com- 


every shortcoming incidental to inexperience and immna- 
turity. The actors do not know their parts; the carpenters 
have not completed the scenes nor the shifters learned 
where to put them, and, in short, not even the very flimsiest 
pretence of effort or solicitude is expected from the corps. 
Yet the spectators betray no impatience. They are resigned 
because they have learned to consider these things inevit- 
able conditions of all inception, and their resignation is not 
unreasonable, for to eradicate a habit so long indulged 
were an effort scarcely proportionate to its outcome. All 
this is no doubt very convenient to commissaries of public 
pastime, but where something more than mere amusement 
is at stake, and when that something is the credit of 
national industry, such a spirit of easy-going nonchalance 
is not altogether commendable. For many days back it 
has been evident to everybody, and to none more than 
those most concerned, that the Exhibition at Uyeno could 
not possibly be even ‘‘ beginning to be ready” by the time 
appointed for its opening. The buildings were not finished, 
the grounds were almost untouched, a series of terrible 
fires in the capital had interrupted the preparation of 
exhibits, the transit of specimens from the northern and 
western provinces was prevented by heavy falls of snow, 
and finally the great manufacturers of ‘Tokio had declared 
their total inability tole prepared before the middle of 
March. Yet for some inexplicable reason the affair was 
hurried on, until by dint of much scrambling and endless 
omissions, a result has been attained which anywhere 
else would stamp the thing as an irrevocable failure, but 
in Japan will probably lead to nothing worse than an 
unusual amount of indulgent merriment. Perhaps indeed 
we too could afford to be less captious. It may be that to 
. postpone the opening ceremony seemed an _ intolerable 
breach of faith, and that the extraordinary efforts required 
to achieve even what has been done, are sufticient to 
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pletion altogether. ‘With unqualified regret too we observe 
that the outer courts have been laid out by masons and car- 
penters. Sir William Temple’s “ proportions, symmetries 
and uniformities” are excellently illustrated, and mathe- 
matical contours parcel out the space with rigid precision. 
Behind the permanent building, however, some atonement 
.8 made for this gothicism. There the Japanese garden 
‘proper makes its appearance, still unfinished and some- 
what new looking, but yet incomparably superior to the 
stiff artificiality of its neighbours. 

Of the permanent building we have spoken before. It 
is a very charming specimen of architecture, but does not 
—as one of our contemporaries has been led to suppose— 
contain a room specially destined for Imperial use! For 
visitors on the opening day, however, its architectural 
effect was quite marred by an unsightly wooden structure 
placed in the centre of the middle court and used only at 
the ceremony of inauguration. Now that this is removed 
the future Museum of Antiquities may be seen to full ad- 
vantage, and we are much mistaken if it fails to receive a 
large share of public approval. Of the order in which the 
specimens it contains are arranged, however, not much 
that is laudatory can be said. The statuary, which ought 
without doubt to have occupied the vestibule, has been re- 
legated to a room on the right, while by some inexplicable 
freak of the hangers, a few vagrant pictures have drifted 
out of the art gallery and placed themselves in most unbe- 
coming positions on the walls and pillars of the vestibule. 
For the pictures themselves, on the other hand, we have 
nothing but praise. They show a marked improvement 
as compared with those exhibited three years ago, and if 
the vicissitudes that chequer the history of the Art School, 
have prcved so powerless to arrest its progress in the past, 
something more than ordinary success may be predicted 
for it in the near future. The crayon drawings are espe- 
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cially attractive. Some of the heads, evidently taken from 
life, are photographically correct, and attest no mean 
skill in portraiture. A propos of photographs too, several 
enlarged copies both in crayons and oils are not the least 
noteworthy feature of the exhibition, and one or two well- 
known faces among them contrast most favorably with an 
abortive likeness of Mr. Yamao, to which a position of 
unhappy prominence has been assigned. It is a crude 
and evidently hasty performance, and looking from it to 
the opposite side of the door at which it stands, one can 
scarcely persuade oneself to accredit the same artist with 
the production of a charming picture representing a Jap- 
anese girl playing on the samisen. So far’as warmth of 
coloring and skillful disposition of light and shade are 
concerned, this portrait is second to none in the gallery, 
but neither in the face of the Minister, nor in that of the 
musician, has the Japanese complexion or anything ap- 
proaching it been reproduced. These pictures also prompt 
us to enquire on what plea the works of Italian painters 
have been admitted to a national exhibition. Professor- 
ships in the school of art scarcely seem to justify such an 
anomaly, and we very much doubt whether the merits of 
the productions themselves will reconcile the public to 
their intrusion. The other exhibits in the permanent 
building represent little more than a tithe of its ultimate 

contents, and as the same may be said of the whole Ex- 

hibition, it would plainly be premature to discuss the 
merits of the various sections at present. 

One point however deserves special notice. At the 
last Exhibition not foreigners alone but Japanese also, 
justly complained that a monopoly of choice was exercised 
by the officials connected with the enterprise. Most of 
the remarkable exhibits were bespoken by them before 
the public had any chance of competing, and only the 
inferior articles were left for those whose patronage would 
most have furthered the purposes of the undertaking. 
The fact that half the expenses of transmitting spe- 
cimens was defrayed by the Treasury, and that Govern- 
ment aid was extended to many other details of the affair, 
has been urged in extenuation of this action, but the 
plea is obviously inadmisiible. Nobody wants to ‘‘ muzzle 
the mouth of the ox.” By all means let those that have 
borne the burthen and heat of the day come in for the 
greater portion of any good things going in the evening. 
But moderation is a pleasant virtue and it seems to us 
that ifthe public is only to have a second-hand share in 
the disposal of the exhibits, some inexpedient rumours 
may find their way into circulation, if indeed the object of 
the Exhibition be not in great part defeated. Perhaps 
the comparative absence of State assistance and a conse- 
quent increase in prices may check the evil on this 
occasion, but symptoms of its presence are already more 
or less apparent, and a word of warning spoken in good 
time may be not unserviceable. 
=——————————=E—— — — —— 

REVIEW.®* 


Despite his apparently misplaced affection for sesquipe- 
dalians, Dr. Johnson throughly understood the value 
of words and employed: them to their fullest advantave. 
Nevertheless he was sometimes betrayed into trivial utter- 
ances, and nevor more so than when he spoke of philology 
asan “airy and elegant study.” Sterner stuff than any- 
thing suggested by the Doctor's definition is needed by him 
who sets himself seriously to grapple with the com plexi- 
tics and subtloties of the Euglish laugunge as itis now 
spoken aud written, and so far as Mr. Dixon is concerned, 
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a perusal of his miscalled “ Help” conveys anything but 
au impression of its author’s proficiency. With every desire 
to be lenient to a firat attempt, we cannot-describe this pro- 
duction hy any term even hypothetically favorable. Indeed 
we should much have preferred to leave it altogether un- 
noticed, since no hostile criticism is needed to ensure its 
ultimate disappearance from use and memory, whilo at the 
same time we are very conscious, that if obligatory duties 
as reviewers were assumed by newspapers, not only would 
the patience of their readers be presently taxed beyond en- 
durance, bat their coluinns would often be converted iato 
a vehicle for the illegitimate diffusion of rubbish. In the 
present case, however, silence is forbidden by the reflec- 
tion that Mr. Dixon’s pusition in the Engineering College 
may possibly lead to the temporary adoption of bis grammar 
as a text book for the students in that institution ; an ec- 
cident little calculated to promote their progress, aud one 
which our interest in the welfare of the place would make 
us sincerely regret. We have no desire to offer impertinent 
suggestions. The admirable results already achieved by 
the Engineering College—results amply demonstrating the 
excellence of ite manazement uo less than the thorough 
proficiency of its staff—suffice under ordiuary circumstanoes 
to guarantee the impossibility of rashness or crror, but since 
Mr. Dixon’s book has been printed at the College press, we 
may fairly presumo that it is by this time in the students’ 
hands, whether with or without official sanction, and being 
thus on the round to mischief, it canuot be passed by un- 
heeded. 

At the outset, however, we frankly admit—even at the 
risk of seeming to confess incompetence—that we are total- 
ly unable occasionally to follow Mr. Dixon’s meaning. To 
explain, for example, the use of two tenses which he calls 
“conditioned-in-the-present,”” and “conditioned-in-the- 
past,” we are supplied with two diagrams, resembling those 
employed in algebraical geometry. Present past and futare 
are represented by lines and points which diverge and con- 
verge after a fashion much more novel than lucid, and even 
as Euclid’s definition of a liue is “ length without breadth,” 
so Mr. Dixon’s demonstration of this tense theorem may be 
shortly described as “ sound without sense.” We have a long 
dissertation in which the points “A,” “QO” and “F” 
assume various relative positions, but all the while no clue 
is afforded as to which of the two accompanying diagrams 
is to be used, though “ A” and “O” occupy totally different 
places in each, while ‘“‘F” occurs once in the first and 
three times in the second. Perhaps Mr. Dixon recognized the 
mpossibility of extricating himself from this entanglement, 
for he tells as :—“ Here the ambiguity exists that has caused 
so much trouble to Grammarians,” and be has certaiuly 
succeeded admirably in demonstrating the ambiguity. At 
any rate his studies of “ Aristotle and logic ” have not helpod 
him to form very clear ideas of “futarity in English " when 
he places among his examples sucha sentence as Cesar 
expected that he would become King. Cesar, the only 
human being ever accredited with the ability to do two 
things at the same time, was uo doubt a Roman of very 
extraerdinary parts, but we cannot fancy him uncommon 
enough to utter speculations about his own future volition. 

Elsewhere Mr. Dixon says :—to suppose thata Teutonic 
language like English would admit of a future subjunctive 
tr any form is opposed to all eound reason. So it is perhaps, 
bat one is curious to know why. We were under the 
impression too that tho term Teatonic was no longer 
deemed applicable to English, but indeed our impressions 
upon many points are not easily. recoucilable with the 
author's dicta. One thing, however, we most emphutically 
decline to believe, and that is that when a man suys [shall 
go, he meaus, I go because I must. If the expression 
really conveys this meaning to Mr. Dixon, we bein to 
understand the exaggerated sense of necessity which induced 
him to rush into print. : 

The difficulties presented toa Japanese by the defiuite 
and indefinite articles, have evidently been appreciated by our 
author. He gives himse!f no small pains to elucidate prin- 
ciples nnd devise practical rules in this conter., but wo can 
confidently predict tit his labours wil only have the effect 
of intensifying the students perplexity Is it possible tocon- 
ceive any wilder or more unreasonable scheme than that 
which makes a learner's familinity with the most elemen- 
tary portions of a stranve languace depend on dissertations 
about connotation and denotation? This may be a pleasant 
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philological study, but it is only possible to persons who} 
have alrendy mastered the use of the article and a goad 
deal more besides. Mr. Dixon himself is not an encouraging 
example of his systein’s success. He tells as that, Zhe 
definite article is used before a common noun in the singular, 
when the noun is taken as representative of the whole 
class, from which we infer that Euglishmen employ 
such sentences as, “the knife is a thing to cut with,” or 
“we do not respect the professor much iu Japan.” These 
fragmentary rules are, however, very favorite things with 
Mr. Dixon. Thus he forbids the use of the definite article 
altogether before the names of meals, and bid us always 
use “ some” in interrogations regarding number and quantity 
when the interrogation ts put in the negative. “ Husn’t 
anything been published about it,” and “ basn’t something 
been published about it,” do not sound to us like faulty 
mer, but they certainly have very diflercut meanings, 
and if the former construction is inadmissible, it would be 
interesting to know what substitute Mr. Dixon proposes 
for it. The author's “hints in composition” are perhaps 
even better illustrations of his peremptory rashuess in en- 
acting laws. We are to avoid having sentences in the ex- 
clamatory or interrogative form, and, never to begin a sen- 
tence with “so ;" and the application of these principles 
gives us the following corrections :—“ For, Can te 
imagine a@ more cruel act? write, We can scarcely 
imagine a more cruel act; aud for, Drake insisted on 
their finishing the game. So the game was played out, 
and in due time the Spanish fleet was met and conquered, 
read, Drake insisted on their finishing the game. They 
played the game out, aud in due time §c. Surely Mr. 
Dixon was not serious where he wrote these things 7 
Perhaps he felt that nubody was likely to get very far with 
his book, and therefore gave himself little coucern about 
the latter portions. If so, we quite agree with him, for a 
few seutences like the following are tolerably effectivo 
deterrents ; Words like rice, bread, chaff, are not common 
nouns when used indefinitely for the substance or thing 
‘rice,’ ‘bread’ or ‘chaff. Used so they want denotation, 
and are allied on the one hand to collective nouns, on the 
other to abstract nouns. They may be called Material 
nouns, and it is only when they become applicable to 
individual portions of themselves that they have denotation. 
Bat we do not care to continue this task of fault-finding 
any louger. Mr. Dixon’s work is not without evidence that he 
is capable of better things. He has been a very short time 
in Japan and could not by any possibility be in a position 
to write a really useful “help” for Japanese studeuts. In- 
deed his examples shew that he has no conception whatever 
of the Japanese language, and during the period of his im- 
maturity we recommend to his consideration the story of 
the Frenchman who andertook to write a book about En- 
gland after he had been three months iu that cuuutry ; 
thought he should wait a little after he had been a year, and 
at the end of three, concluded he knew nothing at all about 
it. 








“DIVINATION” SERIES. 


The development of the occult sciences: magic, sorcery, 
divination, necromancy, astrology, alchemy etc., depends 
upon two productive agencies, viz., the desiro for superna- 
tural revelations or communications, and the desire for 
power over our fellow-men. To the philosophical mind all 
the mystical arts and olla podrida of superstitious fancies, 
from the Magi and Egyptian sorcerers down to the spiri- 
tualists and clairvoynnts of to-day, are to be attributed to 
either one or the other of these motives. ‘The world is as 
easily duped to-day ns iu its credulous infancy, for the 
giant Superstition is not yet conquered, but seems, like 
Anteus, to gnin grentor strength after ench successive 
overthrow ; nevertheless the deepest thinkers of all ages 
have proved successfully that we have the capability of dis- 
cerning between truth and falsehoud, substance and shadow, 
sense and nonsense. Half-civilized nod pagan uations have 
always been botbeds of the occult sciences ; to the historian 
and archwologist these offer rich fields for investigation, and 
amore thorough acquaintance with them would go far to- 
wards reconstructing the history of the social, religious and 
political status of long-extinct peoples. 
~ The history of divination and the magical arts is almost 
coeval with the history of mankind. Magic has often, itis 
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{ruc, been condemned by public opinion and by the laws ; 
but, as it tended to gratify the most imperious passions of 
the heart of man, though continually proscribed it was contin- 
ually practised. “Genus hominum potentibus infidam, 
sperantibus fallax, quod civitate nostra et vetabitur semper 
et retinebitur” (Tac. Hist. i,22). Before the Christian era 
magic and sorcery played a most couspicuous part in the 
religious boliefs of all nations, not excepting the Jews who, 
although holding magic professedly in abhorrence, were 
amenable to the subtle influence of superstitions practices, 
as shown by many passages in the Old ‘Testament. In the 
year 373 ot our era, the Romans iustituted the first inquisi- 
tion into the crime of magic, although an obsolete law of | 
tho Decemviri (451-449 B.C.) had made, eight centuries be- 
fore, the practice of magical incantations a capital crime. The 
nations and sects of the Roman world admitted with equal 
credulity the reality of the mayical arts, which were able to 
control the eternal order of the planets and the volaatary 
operation of the human mind. They dreaded the mysterious 
power of spells and incantations, of potent herbs and secret 
rites, which could extiuguish or recall life, inflame the pas- 
sions of the soul, blast the order of creation, aud extort from 
reluctants demons the secrets of futurity (Gibbon). With 
all their detestation of such execrable arts, the Greeks and 
the Romans distinguished between “good” and “bad 
magie,“ the theurgic and goetic, the agathodaemons and 
kakodaemons ; whilst in the Jewish and Christian systems, 
all daemons were infernal spirits and all counection or com- 
merce with them idolatry azd apostasy deserving death and 
eternal condemuation. The sudden transition from believ- 
ing the magical arts to be “‘a participation in the Divine 
Power,” to au abhorrence of their very name, is well attest- 
ed by the followiug example. At the commencement of the 
fourth era magic was spoken of by religious philosophers as 
“science which discovers the secrets of Nature” and “in- 
duces a contemplation of the Celestial powers” (Phil. Jub. 
lib. “‘ de specialibus legibus””) ; one hundred and fifty years 
later the charlatanry of magiciaus had become so odious, 
and their pretended discoveries so palpably false, that the 
biographer of Apollonius of Tyana—Philostratus—repeatedly 
assures us that his hero “had really nothing whatever to do 
with magic ”! 

It was then in 873, that the first great shock was given 
to the promulgation of the dark sciences ; wretched and mis- 
erable as their propagandists had been even during the 
halcyon days of sorcery, when Egypt's enervating influence 
first gained power over the Indogermannic race, now, rigidly 
pursued and punished, they disappeared from sight, In 
Spain, the art was preserved up to much later dates by the 
Moslim sorcerers and wizards, whose weird charms and . 
apells find their counterparts in the traditions of the Spanish 
peasantry of to-day. Medicine too, was counected with the 
magical art, in the eyes of the people, from the very reason 
of its inexplicable and subtle effects.. Alchemy, the parent 
of chem’‘atry, grew similarly from magical incantations and 
decoctions. Indeed, almost every innovation or discovery 
was condemned for centaries as the product of magic. 


It is not surprising, therefore, to find such writers as 
Rollins aud Gibbou believers in the theory, if not the prac- _ 
tice, of magic. They admit with Lactautius, Tertallian and 
St. Jerome the possibility of communication with demons 
or evil spirits, and, like good sons of the Church, denounce 
such connection as damnable and heretic. Indeed Rollins, 
who has much of Herodotus’ simplicity, quotes Tertullian 
to prove that it was possible for the same demon to give 
prophetic answers in different places at the same time, 
The passage referred to by him is so curious, that I can. 
not refrain from giving it: ‘All spirits are wiuged. 
Therefore they can be in any place ina moment. To them 
the whole globe is as one spot, aud what is done in it they 
kuow thus, and speak of, with the greatest facility.” (Ter- 
tullianus in Apologia). 

The earliest form of magic practised, was, without doubt, 
divination, The natural longing to lift the veil of futurity, 
to be assured of the success of some darling object or under- 
taking,—a desire common niike to the least civilised and 
more advanced nations—found its outlet in an incongruous 
medley of divinatory customs, that is, in a system of re- 
velations believed to be made by supernatural powers, 
through the medium of some traditionally prescribed or 
fanciedly efficacious process, in auswer tothe questions of 
wen. Divivation was first reduced to a system in Accad, the 
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early home of the Protobabylonians or Chaldeans. It has 
been a question, whether Egypt was not the first to use a 
systematic form of divinatory proceedings, but upon ex- 
amining the most ancient texts, Judgment must be de- 
livered in favour of Chaldean. I refer more especially to the 
Great Harris Papyrus and Lepsius’ Todtenbuch on the 
one hand, and to the Chaldean lists of portents, symbols 
and traditionary customs on the other (published in the 
Western Asiatic Inscriptions by Sir H. Rawlinson). The 
religions of Egypt and Chaldea were, it must be confessed, 
similar in many vital points, although naturally modified 
and adapted to the countries (“ natura loci” Tertullian) in 
which these ancicnt peoples dwelt, as well ns to the 
different charucteristics of the Hamitic aud Shemitic 
races. The Grecks however, borrowed their divinatory 
system entirely from the Egyptians ; the Etruscans were 
taught it by the Greeks, and by the Etruscans it 
was communicated to the Rotnans. The Roman re- 
ligion was divided into two distinct branches: the ob- 
servation of the auspices (divination), and the worship of 
the gods. Tho priests of all denominntions were of the 
first nobility of Rome, aud the augurs especially, were men 
of consular rank, who had pasxed through all the diguities 
of the republic. ‘This constitution necessarily threw the 
chief influence into the hands of the senate and the better 
sort, who, by this advantage, often checked the violence of 
the populace aud the factious attempts of the tribunes. 
Nothing is more frequently mentioned in Grecian and 
Roman history, in Eyyptian and Assyrian annals, than 
auguries, prophecies and oracles. No war was undertaken 
or colony settled, nothing of consequence was done either 
in public or private, without having first consulted the 
fates and receiving tho presnge of success at the hands of 
the national deity or the household Penates aud Lares. 

In endeavoring to bring into one straight line the tangled 
skeiu of traditionary divinatory customs, it is advisable to 
commence de primordio; to seek for the earliest and simplest 
records, and by the help of these review the successive 
changes such customs have undergone. Ancient aud 
modern historiographers, in relating the habits and traditions 
of barbarous or pagan nations, agree in regarding divination 
by lots as the simplest and most universal method. The 
pelasgic traits of the Greco-Roman people point to the 
same conclusion, as do also the habits of the Huns, Goths 
and Scandinavian race. The Chinese especially, who have 
preserved their primitive traditions in so unadulterated a 
state, prove that divivation by lots was their earliest and 
one of the most importaut divinatory methods. 


I. Divination By Lots. 


Almost every great occurence of antiquity was in some 
way connected with the drawing of lots. How often have 
men, setting aside the scruples of prudence, cast lots to 
decide some vital question! How often have political and 
ecclesiastical tyrants awed the people into involuntary 
submission by proving their rights by lots ! To the eyes of 
men, incapable of detecting falseliood in its guise of religion, 
the result seems attributable solely to the iutervention of 
some supernatural ageucy. 

The drawing of lots to decide future events seems to 
have been a very simple process in enrly times Greek 
etymologists derived the term «Anpoc (a lot) from the 
root «c\dw(c\acpara), because, as they affirmed, twigs 
and potsherds were used for this purpose by the first in- 
habitants of Achain. Herodotus says the same of the 
Scythiaus. “They (the Scythians) have amongst them a 
great number who practixe the art of divination; for this 
purpose they use a number of willow twigs, in the following 
maunor:—They bring large bundles of these together and 
having untied them, dispose them ono by one on tie 
ground, each bundle at a distance from the rest. This 
done, they pretend to foretell the future, during which they 
take up the bundles separately and tie them again together.” 
Ammianus Marcellinux, in xpeaking of the Huns, says: 
“Futura miro pracsagitnt mode, nam rectiores Virgas 
vimineas colligentes, casque cum incantamentis quibusdam 
secretix praestituto tempore discernentes, naperte quid 
portendatur norunt.”” Tacitus relates in his Germania, 
that “the Germans give great attention to the auspices 
and tho casting of lots: the method of the latter is 
very simple. A twig (first cut from some fruit benring 
tree) is brokeu into severnl pieces, und after distiu- 
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guishing exch of these by « few marks, they are thrown 
at random on some white cloth. Having petitioned the gods, 
the priest then lifts his eyes to beaven and takes up thrice a 
solitary twig and then augurs according to the marks on 
these three. If the lots are unfavourable, nothing is 
further said on that day; if favourable, the auspices are 
then examined” ete. Pindar often speaks of the «Anporc 
Seoxpoxewy as na custom universally observed in Greece. 
In Italy, the oracular temples of Fortuna (of which I shall 
have occasion to speak iu n future paper) were devoted to 
the sortilegium, the “divinatio per sortes.” Plato, in his 
Republic (book V.), desires that the marriages of citizens 
be contracted by lots. But at the same time the leaders of 
the state are to direct the drawing “by some artifice, so 
that nothing irregular may occur.” This “artifice” is, 
however, to be so secretly conducted, that citizens displeased 
with their “allotments” will cast all blame on Chance or 
the Fates! So mach for the testimony of classical writers. 

The Israelites considered the drawing of lots to be over- 
ruled and directed by Divine Providence (Numb. xxv1, 55). 
Certain signs and tokens also, were to be regarded not only 
ax innocent in themselves but as simple means by which the 
will of God was made known. (I Sam. xiv, 8-10). The crime 
of some unknown person had directed the Divine Wrath 
agninst Israel, nnd the nation was delivered up to the 
swords of its enemies. ‘To discover the criminal who had 
brought such a calamity upon Israel, lots were drawn by 
the twelve tribes ; by the families of the tribe to which the 
lot fell; by the members of the family designated. The 
lot fell finally upon Achan, who confessed his crime and 
suffered its consequences. It was by lot, that Saul was 
called to be King (1 Kings x, 20-21), or rather it was by 
this means that Samuel sanctified the choice he had made 
of » young and otherwise obscure man. By a solemn vow 
Saul enforced a fast upon his army, until he had cut off the 
retreat of the Philistines. Not succeeding in his design, 
he hastened to believe the vow violated and the lot fell on 
his son Jonathan, as the one who had broken the fast. 
Only the united remonstrances of the people saved Jonathan 
from death, whilst Saul discouraged, gave up the parsuit 
of his enemies. Both Théodoret and St. Chrysostom con- 
demn this vow of Saul as contrary to the dictates of 
prudence. In the early days of Christianity the disciples 
of our Lord had recourse to lots to decide as to whether 
Joseph or Mathias shonid be the twelfth of their number. 
Origen praises the disciples for this act of humility, by 
which they submitted to the Divine Power a choice, which 
they could have decided themselves. Origen does not 
hesitate to avow, that the anvels in heaven draw lots to 
decide which nation or province shall fall to their care, or 
of which person they shall be the guardian (Homil. 28 
in lib. Jes. Nave.) A protestant minister of the last contury 
gave as his opinion, that “lots are n sacred institution and 
the smallest games in which little sums are won or lest, 
are thus moet sacrilegious.” (Dejoncourt, Quatre Lettres sur 
les jeux de hasard. La Haye, 1713. p. 19). 

A remarkable example of divination by lots is re- 
corded in Ezekiel XXI. 18-24, where the king of Babylon 
(Nebuchaduezar) is said to have stood between the ways 
that would tead to Rabbath of the Ammonites and to 
Jerusalem, and to have decided upon which way to order 
his march by means of “arrows.” This form of divination 
consisted either in writing the names of the cities on separ- 
ate arrows, placing the whole sheaf of arrows in a quiver, 
then drawing out one of them, and so deciding to march 
against whichover city might have its name inscribed on 
that arrow; or a sheaf of arrows might be thrown up into 
the nir, and that ronte would he chosen towards which the 
yreater number of the arrows’ points might be inclined; or 
this last method might modified by shooting a single arrow 
perpendicularly into the air, and observing the direction in- 
dicated by its point when falling. Arrows were used in a 
different manner, at the command of Elisha, by Joash king 
of Israel :—Each time that the king smote the ground 
should indicate a victory for him. (u. Kings xiii. 15-19). 
To a similar usage, iu all probability, the following: passage 
alludes : “ My people take counsel at their stocks, and their 
staff declareth unto them © (Hoxea tv. 2). Divination by 
arrows Was in usc amoug the Arabs at the time of Mahomet, 
who denounces it as an nbominable sin (Alkoran v. 99). 
The Tartar hordes which Genghis Khan led to the conquest 
of Asia, always made use of divinatory arrows to be assured 
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of victory inadvance. A little trickery made the process 
the more miraculous. The magicians wrote on two arrows 
the names of the rival armies ; without being touched, the 
arrows became ngituted, rose upon one end and appeared to 
fight; oue, at last, fell beneath the other, foretelling thus, 
the fate of the army it represented (Petis de la Croix, 
Histoire de Gengis Khan, p. 66-67). 

Christian monarchs have occasionally made use of lots or 
similar superstitions practices, in moments of suspense. 
Alexis Comnenus, anxious to ascertain whether he should 
attack the Comanos or not, placed two tablets on an altar ; 
the first which struck his eyes, after a night spent in prayer, 
appeared to him to be an answer from Heaven. The senators 
of Venice, under Doge Michieli, were unable to agree as to 
which city should be besiezed ; lots were drawn and the 
decision thus arrived at, adopted. As late as the seven- 
teenth century a similar case occurred. “In 1648 Cols. 
Powel, Poger and Laugharne, having espoused the cause of 
Charles, were taken prisoners by Cromwell. Tried by 
court martial, they wore condemned to death ; but Crom- 
well, having been induced to spare the lives of two of them, 
it was ordered that they should draw lots for the favour, 
and three papers were folded up, on two of which were 
written the words “ Life given by God :”’ the third wae left 
blank. The latter was drawn by Col. Poger, who was 
shot accordingly on the 25th April, 1649” (Pennant). 


The principal modes and circumstances of diviuation 
amongst the Chinese are figure, number, position and 
oracular responses. 


The most ancient texts make frequent mention of such 
practices, more especially divination by figure and number. 
The Skt King contains many pnssages in which similar 
cuxtoms are referred to. Legge translates the expression 
& & “ divining by reeds and shells. 

“ By reeds and shells have I divined 

That he is near, they both assure my mind.” Part 1 Book 1, x 
and 

**Shells and seeds good answer gave” (1, Vv, Iv, 2)— 


The phrase — & or Fp refers more properly to divina- 
tion by the turvwise-siell. Legge translates it directly so 
in 1, Iv, vi, 2. 

“These things once done, he asked the tortoise-shell, 

Answer auepicious got, and all succeeded well.” 
See alsom,1, x, 7, where the founding of the Fuag 
is attributed to the divining shell used by Woo. The 
process peculiar to this method of divination consists 
in scorching the shell of tortoise until ite veins are seen, 
from the position of which the question at issue is deter- 
mined. ‘I'he symbol of this operation, indicating probably 
the longitudinal and transverse lines on the tortoise-shell is 
§, originally drawn tlins F. The scorching of the tor- 
tuise-shell is mentioned in the following : 

«¢ ... He asked his men their mind, 

And by the scorched tortoise-shell divined.” (111, 1, 11, 8)— 

Divination by numbers is effected by reeds, portions of 

bamboo $f, or the herb FV, for which purpose sixty-four 
slips of the plant (because this number is the square of the 
AX), of different lengths, are placed ina case and drawn 
out, under certain circumstances previously agreed upon by 
the parties, which, being referred to for decision in doubt- 
ful matters, constitutes it pre-eminently the mode of 
casting lots. The officers of government ascertain, by this 
means, in what part of the empire they are to be located. 
The names of all the provinces are inscribed on slips of 
bamboo and each officer appointed to serve in the province 
whose name he draws. ‘So thoroughly is this superstition 
inwrought into the political and social systems of the Chinese, 
that, although considered by Europeans nas too absurd 
for grave refutation, its symbolical instruments, nevertheless, 
betoken practical results, which involve the present and 
future destinies of myriads of humau beiugs. If devout 
and anxious worshippers present themselves in the temples 
of their respective sects to obtain a divine response to their 
prayers, there can be no hope of success, except for reasons 
indicated by these sigus. If tho trader requires a license 
from the government to vend his merchandise, the divination 
symbol must constitute his authority. Ifthe lictor is about to 
punish @ criminal, sentence can not be legally excuted with- 
out the preacnee of this superstitions omen. It is nota 
civil warrant merely, to secure the ends of justice, but part 
ofa complicated und mysterious plan of spiritual despotism, 
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which ever hangs in terrorem over its deluded votaries ” 
(Prof. Kidd). —— 


The oldest records on divination by numbers are found iu 
the Vik King, which reduces the subject to four particulars: 
instruments, as the sixty-four slips of wood ; efficient causes 
or the spiritual and indivisble enery embodied in the 
symbol ; external signs, or the state of the prognostic on 
which results chiefly depend ; and ideal representations, or 
comparisons between natural objects and phenomena, lucky 
or unlucky, according to personal experience. To the two 
latter I shall have occasion to refer later on. 


The following practical directions occur in describing the 
process of divination:—In a chosen and purified spot, 
make a house of reeds, with a southern aspect, in the cen- 
tre of which place a couch, five cubits long and three broad; 
cover fifty of the divination plants with red silk, and having 
enclosed them in a bag of rushes, place the bag in a case on 
the vorth side of the couch; set up a wooden frame on the 
south of the case, occupying the north of the two divisions 
of the couch ; place vases for holding incense matches south 
of the frame work, and a t vessel on the south of the 
vase as a token of the utmost reverence etc., etc. ~ 


Iu China and Japsn every temple has its bundle of bam- 
boo-slips for purposes of divination. Any god may be con- 
sulted as to future events, but some deities appear to have 
greater prognostical talent than others. The goddess 

& OB Kun Yam Fat or goddess of Mercy (see Doolittle’s 
Social Life of Chiu. 1, 261) is the especial protectress of the 

or divination by lots in China, whilst in Japan the 
universally adored Kannon Sama is the favourite deity of 
hy (Mikyji). 

To make sure that one has drawn the right lot, the 
Chiuese use the ## $f (Kam pia). This name is given to 
a utensil, generally made of wood if to be used in private 
families, aud of the root of a bamboo tree if to be used in 
temples. It is usually from two to five inches iu diameter 
at the largest, and from three to eight inches long. One 
end is considerably smaller than the other, sometimes taper- 
ing ton point. After it is made of the desired size and 
shape, it is split lengthwise through the middle. Each piece 
will have thus have, of course, a flat aud a round side (Doo- 
little). ‘Che separate halves very often resemble the cowry of 
India, which is sometimes put to a similar use. The manner 
of proceeding is as follows :—After having drawn a lot (one 
of the above-mentioned reeds or bamboo-slips) the inquirer 
places the lot on the censer containing lighted incense, 
being careful to put the side or end having the number of 
the lot written on it toward the god so that he can see it. 
After this he takes the two pieces of the Kam pui with 
the fint surfaces together, and passing them slowly a few 
times through the smoke of the incense, he throws them 
up before the god. The auswer is determined by the re- 
lative position of the pieces as they lie on the ground. If 
both Kam pui have the fiat surfaces uppermost the 
answer is indifferent and called by the name of the male 
energy in nature B 3 the “clear, lofty cup;” if the oval 
surfaces are uppermost, the answer is in the negative and 
the lot previously drawn incorrect : this is the & $f 
“ quiescent, dark cup,” and represents the female power. 
Finally, if one shows the flat, the other the oval side, the 
answer is affirmative and the chosen lot the right one :— 
this position is the H FR or the “ holy sages’ cup.” 

For further information on this interesting subject, I 
would refer to Doolittle’s work, in which it is treated ex- 
hnustively. Ishall next consider “ Divination by nataral 
phenomena.” E 


December, 1880. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


— — 


Lonpon, Ist March, 1881. 
The Land League has transferred its head-quarters to 
Paris. 
Lospon, 27th February, 1881. 
France has prohibited the exportation of arms to Greece. 
‘The House of Commous has finally passed the bill for 
coercive measures in Irelaud. 
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(Strrriep to THE “ Honaxone Datty Press.” ] in their old costumes all mingled together and awaited the arriya! 
Loxwon, February 19th. ] f the Imperial cortége. The day was bleak and raw and when 

Communications with Durban and Neweastle are intar- | nearly an hour after the appointed time, the far off sound of 
Tupted. military music warned the spectators of the approach of 

Mr, Gladstone gave notice of a motion to arbitrarily |His Majesty, a general feeling of satisfaction was evident 
close the Cormmitteo on Coercive Measures Bill amidst | Escorted by the Imperial Guard the Emperor drove into the 
great opposition. gardens in his state carriage drawn by two remarkable fing 
and well-groomed horses. A military band stationed just 
inside the gateway struck up a salute while His Majesty 
alighted from his carriage, assisted by the Minister for the 
Imperial Household. The suite was composed of Their Imperia] 
Highnesses Princes Higashi, Fushimi and Arisugawa, and Their 
Excellencies Iwakura and Kurods. Their Excelleucies Sanjo, 
Okuma, Terashima, Yamada, Yamagata, and Ito received His 
Majesty, who at once proceeded through the building in which 
the spectators were assembled to a private room prepared for 
him near the Art Gallery. Here the Daijin, Sangi, and 
foreign officials were presented to him. After a short rest His 
Majesty returned and took up his position on the dais, supported 
on the right and left hand by Their Imperial Highnesses 
Priuces. Higashi and Fushimi, while a number of Chamberlains 
of the Imperial Household stood behind. Meantime the 
foreign representatives had grouped themselves a few yards in 
front of the dais, on the right side. We noticed Mr. Keunedy, 
H. B. M's. Chargé d’Affaires, the Hon. J. A. Bingham, Minis- 
ter for the United States, Admiral Stackelberg, the French 
Minister M. de Roquette, the Austrian, German, Dutch, and 
Russian Ministers, and Consuls. The Chinese Minister and 
etaff were very conspicuous in their handsome state robes. 
Neither the Spanish nor Belgian Ministers were present, as 
we were informed. In a reserved space on the left of 
the dais were several Japanese ladies, amongst whom we 
recognized the wives of Their Excellencies Uyeno, Enomoto 
and Matsuda. In a similar reserved space on the right 
were the foreign visitors, incladicg among others, Sir 
Samuel and Lady Baker, the veteran traveller wearing his uniform 
ofa Turkish Pasha, Oaptain Errington of H, M.8. Albatross, 
and Captains Alescoff, Kolfchan, Tirtoff, and Naszimoff of the 
Imperial Russiun Navy, and several ladies. Among the native 
spectators who crowded the building were noticeable a number 
of visitors from the Okinawa Ken (Riukiu) who seemed to take 
the utmost interest in all the proceedings. Comparative 
silence being obtained, His Majesty read « short address 
but in so low a tone that it could not have been heard by 
any but those standing immediately beside him. At the 
conclusion the President of the Exhibition Committee, 
standing about six yards in front.of the dais, read a reply, which 
he afterwards presented to his Majesty in a suitable casket. 
Next, the Governor of Tokiyo, representing the various Cities 
and Prefectures, read a congratulatory address in a clear and 
audible voice. The ceremony, which was of the simplest nature, 
was then terminated, and His Majesty, escorted by the various 
officials actually inaugurated the buildings by walking through 
them, after which he retarned, and entering his carriage left the 
spot, his departure being marked by the same oceremonies as 
attended his arrival. 

About noon numbers of people were wending their way t 
wards the Exhibition and we have no doubt.that it was well at- 
tended, but we fear that the general impression will be one of 
disnppointment, as many of the cases are yet unfilled ; this, 
however, is a state of affairs that every day will remedy, aad we 
think that, on the whole, the exhibition will prove & decided 
success. 

















Lonpon, February, 16th. 

A large meeting has boen held in Hyde Park at which 
copies of the Irish Coercion Bill were burnt. 

A favourable result is expected from the Bi-Metallic 
Conference proposed by France. 

The Daily News publishes a paragraph stating that the 
Cabinet is considering the Boer peace proposals. 

The steamer Clydesdale has put into St. Helena severe- 
ly damaged and is unloading. 
SSS a oe 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 





HL. M. 8. Comus left the dock at Nagasaki on the 19th 
ultimo, and started en route for Yokohama on the followiug 
Monday. She is expected to arrive here about the 10th instant. 


The National Agricaltaral and Iudustrial Exhibition at 
Uyeno, Tokiyo, was opened on Tnesday by His Majesty the 
Emperor. The building, which has been over a year in erection 
has on the whole a striking appearance, although the unfinished 
state of the grounds and general surroundings do not add 
much to the effect. We have already expressed our opinion. 
that there was no need fur such expedition as has been dis- 
played, and that a delay of a month would have been beneficial 
both to the building itself and the exhibitora. The total exhibits. 
have not arrived and there is a certain appearance of emptiness in 
the rooms at present. ‘I'he articles are restricted to native manu- 
facture and produce such as silk, tea, porcelain, lacquer-ware, 
manufactured stuffs, machinery, furniture, etc. etc. aud such 
progress has been made in the last few. years that the exhivits 
will no doubt be found greatly superior to anything shown at 
the first exhibition. 

The grounds have beeu carefully laid out, well planted, and 
provided with two fountains of purely Japanese type. A hand- 
some clock-tower forms a striking feature of the locality, and 
divides the buildings into two portions. The first part contains. 
four buildings, two on either side, the right being destined for 
products from the East, aud the left for those from the West. 
Four similar structares iu the rear of the’clock-tower contain 
horticultural and agricultural specimens, and machinery. A 
brick building at the fur eud contains fine art exhibits, and will 
eventually be utilised as a museum of antiquities, The build- 
ings aud grounds are studded with gas lamps, while post 
offices, telegraph offices and similar erections show how well 
the interests and convenience of the public have been studied. 
The extent of the buildings may be imagined when we re- 
peat, as we have stated in our columns hefore, that to do the ex- 

hibition completely will necessitate a walk of nearly nine miles! 

It is much to be regretted that the opening of an uudertaking 
which tends e0 greatly to show Japan's improvement, and to 
encourege further progress, was not accompanied by better 
weatuer. On Monday, shortly after noon, a steady rain began, 
which gradually developed into a perfect deluge. On Tuesday 
morning the rain had ceased, but the sky was threatening and 
gloomy. ‘This no doubt hed an effect on the attendance, for 
the crowd that lined the approach to the Exhibition was by no 
meaus large. The grounds were in a state of quagmire, and had 
not the authorities most commendably laid dowu planks ond 
straw mals, walking would have been a matter of great discom- 
fort. Betweeu the fountain aud the art gallery a large temporary 
building had been erected in which His Majesty was to perform 
the ceremony of opening the Exhibition, This was tastily de- 
corated with fligs and hangings bearing the Imperial crest. At 
tho eud of the building was « dais raised on several steps, ou which 
stood a chair of state, aud a tublecovered with a cloth gay in guld, 
red aud green. Here the crowd was large and vuried ; native 
and foreign Mrnisters, Daijin, Siyji, and other officials ia their 
full court uniforms; Naval and Military offivers, Police Inspec- 
tors, privale citizens in full evening dress, conservative Japanese 


It would seem that we were never to see the end of the “ fire 
season” this winter. On Tuesday night the alarm was soanded 
at about half-past eleven, asa fire had been discovered in\s godown 
opposite the Mitsu Bishi Company's office. The conflagration ¥ 
said to have broken out in a carpenter's shop in one of the large 
sail lofts, but how it originated is unkuown. Iu a short time it 
had spread throughout the building. The engines were promptly 
on the spot, but as we are informed, admission into the compound 
was at first refused for some unknown reasuu. The Engl 
steam fire engine, however, put its suction hose into & large 
well and was soon supplying a magnifico nt jet of water. The 


Google 


me Foo Ae Re OO me —— 


—A 


10 F 
ier 
—R 
im 
wit 
igh 
§ da 
be 


diout 
yet 
. 
ba 
Le 
one 
If, We 


u ſc 
Ja 8 
ye 
any 
ibe 
tit 
— 


om? 


March 5, 1881.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 249 


—— eT 


other engines worked bard, and thanks to the isolated character 
of the buildings the fire was prevented from spreading, and 
was got well in hand about 1 a.m. though the godown was 
completely destroyed. There was fortunately not a very strong 
breeze, or the shower of sparks which kept falling might have 
been carried to the frail houses opposite when a serious fire 
would have resulted. 


The Hiogo News, ina summary of Shanghai intelligence, writes 
under date of 1st instant :—“ No definite news has been receiv- 
ed from Shanghai by yesterday's mail respecting the position of 
affairs between Japan and China, beyond the fact that Mr. 
Shishido had not left in} the Kongo Kanwhen the Hiroshima 
Maru sailed. The Japanese Minister's departure frem Shang- 
hai had been fixed for the 22nd ultimo, but it is conjectured 
that eome fresh suggestions may have been made by the Chinese, 
which rendered desirable a change in Mr. Shishido's plaus; 
st any rate he was still in Shanghai when the mail steamer left. 
The Mercury remarks that the Taotai hns stopped an unusually 
long time for bis official visit, waiting perhaps for instructions 
at Nanking. Our contemporary hazards the conjecture that 
the Taotai's arrival has probably got something to do with the 

ponement of the Japanese Minister's departure, and recalls 
to mind that the Formosan business was not settled until the 
Jepanese Envoy had left Peking, and the late governor of 
Shantung followed him to Shanghai. The Afercury mentions 
also that when Sir Thomas Wade withdrew from the capital 
LiHung-chang was sent after him to Chefoo to settle matters.” 


It appears, writes the Shanghai Courier, that quite a number 
of former Shanghai residents have found their way to: South 
“Africa, and all appear to be doing well there. 

A correspondent, writing under date Port Elizabeth, 
November 29th, says:—“ Doubtless you know we are at 
war here again, and the Colonial Government is taking it in 
hand ; the Imperial Government is to have nothing to do with it. 
The Burghers (i.¢. Citizens) are being conscripted, all males 
between the ages of 18 and 30 are to draw lots, and a certain 
number have to go. Buta great many of these Burghers do 
not want to go; and if they can find a substitute, they are 
free from that drawing, but are still liable to be drawn again, 
if more are wanted. As much as £150 has been given for a 
‘weabstitute.” 


‘We take the following items from the North China Herald of 
of the 22nd ultimo :—“ That moet important negotiations are at 
the present time pending between the Governments of China 
and Japan is beyond all reasonable doubt, The hurried depar- 
tare of the Japanese Minister, His Excellency Shishido, from, 
Peking, and the hardships he might be expected to incur by an 
overland journey to Shanghai, are sufficient to indicate that 
momentous events are likely soon to be brought to an issud 
between the two countries ; but we are assured on the best au- 
thority that he left the Chinese officials in the capital on the 
most friendly terms. There is no truth in the report that h 
has broken off negotiations with them, or that he has been real 
led by his Government. He has come to Shanghai to meet Mr; 
Miamoto, the First Secretary of the Foreign Department, wh 
arrived here by the ‘Kongo Kan, and they are to remain herd 
awaiting further instructions from their Government. The 
rapid development of Japanese influence in Corea is uo lees im! 
portant to'China than the hold the Tokio Government has already 
obtained of the Loochoo islands, and an amicable adjustment 
of the complications that exist between the two nations will] 
we think, now be found far more difficult to arrange than whe 
China was threatened with a breach of peaceful relations with 
Russia. At the same time, it lias long been evident that both na 
tious have been acting on the principle that to be forewarned is to 
be forearmed. Shipments of war material have been arriving 
in Japan from Europe and America for several months past, 
While, since the Chinese New Year, scarcely a vessel has arrived 
in Shanghai from Europe, either steamer or sailing ship, that 
hax not brought large consignments of munitions of war for 
the Chinese Government. At the present time, the steamer 
Larch, from Antwerp, and the British barque Dartmouth, fro 


‘London, both of which vessels arrived on the 16th inst., are dis! 
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charging, the former heavy guus and rifles, and the latter gua- 
powder, guncotton and cartridges, while no inconsiderable por- 
tions of the cargoes of the Thurland Castle, Kenmure Castle 
and Propontis were composed of similar articles. The Dartmouth 
alone, it is aaid, has brought something like 400,000 pounds of 
powder and about 80 tons of gun-cotton.” 


“The British schooner Lulu is now in the Old Dock for the 
purpose of repairing damage sustained in the open sea in a way 
that proves that navigators lave dangers to contend with other 
than shoals, rocks and collisions. The Lulu left Hongkong, 
for Foochow, on the 10th of Dscember, in a seaworthy 
condition, and when off the Bashee Islands, on the 20th, she 
was obliged to heave-to during a NE. gale. Durimg the 
etorm the vessel experienced a shock which caused the crew 
to imagine that she had struck a reef or a sunken rock. She 
was in deep water, with land invisible, and began to make 
water. The impression was that she had sprung a lesk in 
concequence of the roughness of the sea. Fortunately the 
damage did not develop so as to endanger the vessel, 
and she was enabled to reach Foochow, where she loaded for 
this port. She also made the passage here in safety, and 
when her cargo was discharged, she entered the Old Dock to 
ascertain the canse of the leak. Aftera careful survey it was 
discovered that a sword-fish had pierced with its sword the 
four-inch live oak planking of the vessel about six feet from 
the keel and twelve feet from the stem on the starboard side. 
The sword, which was over two inches in diameter, had been 
broken off short, having pierced the plank diagonally and left 
a space an inch wide on either side, through which the water 
penetrated into the ship. The remains of the sword are now 
on view at the Old Dock. We are indebted for the above in- 
formation to Captain Maher, master of the Lulu.” 


The following is a translation from the Kobe Shimpo, publish- 
ed in the Hiogo News of the 26th ultimo :—” Mr. Shimomura 
Kimpachiro, a native of Nagasaki Ken, left the port of Naga- 
saki last April in a ship bound for Fusan, Corea. Heavy 
gales caused the vessel to take shelter under the lee of a small 
island, which was found to be well wooded, but devoid of 
inhabitants. When Mr. Shimomura returned to Japan, he 
thought much about this island, and at last re-visited it pro- 
perly supplied with means to explore it thoroughly. He found 
the soil extremely fertile, and came to the conclasion that he 
would settle there permanently. ‘When he got back to Naga- 
saki he associated a capitalist in the venture, and applied to the 
Government for permission to enter and take possession of the 
island. An answer was returned that it was not certain 
whether the island belonged to Corea or Japan, and therefore 
the authorities would give no express sanction to the scheme, 
but of course private individuals could settle on such an island 
if they thought proper to run any risk there might be. This 
was quite sufficient for Mr. Shimomara, who made all neces- 
sary arrangements and started for his island last May. During 
the winter the climate proved so cold that the labourers could 
not work, and the whole party returned to Nagasaki until 
Spring brings more genial weather. We are told the name of 
the island is Takeshima, that it is situated one hundred and 
ten ri from Shimonoeeki, and is nine ri in circumference. The 
climate is considerably colder than in Japan, bat the soil is of 
extraordinary fertility. There are numbers of gigantic trees 
trees upon the island, and from five to six hundred were felled, 
sawn up into convenient sizes, and shipped to Tokio last year. 
It was remarked that Bfatsu and Sugi do not grow there. The 


q waters which lave the shore of this favoured spot swarm with 


fish ; in fact the workmen employed by Mr. Shimomura used 
to make hooks out of wire, use boiled rice for bait, and in an 
incredibly short space of time would catch hundreds of splen- 
did fish two and three feet long. Rate are very namerous 
and were the cause of much discomfort ; ‘another drawback 
is the want of a wharf; but that is soon to be remedied. It 
is reported that the Corean Government allows its subjects to 
visit the island once a year for a period of one hundred days, 
but nothing definite seems to be known on the subject. Be 
that as it may, His Excellency Enomoto, the Minister of the 
Navy, is of opinion that the island belongs to Japan, and Mr. 
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Shimomura is building some vessels to engage 
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African affairs? The Dutch Boers are 
It is in their nature to take a mean advantaye, 


‘ : at cowards. 
trade between there and Tokio, and has determined to plant a Ft England show that sho will not suffer her colonial empire 


flourishing colony of Japanese on the island.” 


The following letter appeared in The Times last December, 
signed by “ One who lived several years in Zululand”:— 


«¢ Sir —You allowed me on several occasions during the pro- 
ap the Zulu war to express my opinion upon South Afri- 


i 1 
i columns. My knowledge of the Transvaa 
ooh “prac, vas! afaire immediately a receding the annexation 


‘ous to express my opinion upon what I believe 
Parag ype which tay led. si to the disastrous news 
which has just reached us from South Africa. I refer to the 
massacre of part of the 94th Regiment by Dutch Boers be- 
tween Middelburg and Pretoria, now officially confirmed, toge- 
ther with an additional massacre of civilians at Potchefstroom, 
among whom fell my poor friend Reid, the most influential 
and respected merchant in that (the largest) town in the 


“T cannot but think that the first mistake we made was the 
intolerant haste with which we drained away our troops from 
South Africa after the Zulu war. Where native races are 
concerned, reaction must ever be closely guarded against. A 
great issue such as that which placed us in conflict with the 
tribes of the old Cape Colony and then with the greatest 
savage military Power in South Africa is not #0 soon or 80 

laid to rest. 

Kithough one side may seem to have come off the con- 

ra, there will ever be, under such conditions of warfare, 
ull after-heavings and lawless movements, the result of dis- 
quiet, excitement, and bloodshed. The wild beast that has 
sted human blood is ever a difficult beast to control. 
For the suppression of these wild after-throes a certain 
mili force is absolutely necessary to keep what, in 
victory, has been won. This we 
guard against, and, knowing the native races 
and frontier Boers as I do, I am not at rised at what is 
passing in Basutoland and the Transvaal. But there was, in 
my opinion, a second, and even graver error committed than the 
impetuous withdrawal of our troops after the Zulu war, and 
that was the impatient cry that was raised everywhere through- 
out England by a certain section of politicians that, come what 
might, Imperial aid by Imperial troops should never again be 
granted to South Africa. e annexation of the Transvaal 
was an Imperial act, for which the colonists were not respon- 
sible. A grave responsibility, therefore, rests upon our 
uphold that action. Impatient words unwisely 
and inconsiderately spoken, are sure to breed mischief, to be 
repented of sooner or later, and generally have to be retracted 
in action. It is thus with us, now, for we are sending out 
already the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons. 
“The verdict upon the colonists at the close of the Zulu 
ign was an unjust and — one. They were to be 
— cut off from all aid and sympathy in the future 
the mother country, as though they had been entirely 
and criminally to blame for these wars, while the native races 


were — as having been cruelly and harshly dealt 
with. It is not too much to say that the lish Preas was 
full of such threats towards our colonial fellow-subjects 


hasty 

in South Africa. Of all our English newspapers, The Times 
took, throughout the Zula war as well as at its close, the fairest 
= the most bag rare view — the English and 
onial positions. is is important, for English New rs, 
it should be remembered, are read and —— as far, rani 
sometimes further than the white man penetrated ; and the 
Datch Boers, with all their dulneas of intellect, have not 
been slow in putting two and two together and seizing what 
they consider their ripe opportunity to crush the colonial 
E man out of the land. ‘England,’ they say, ‘has 
e up her mind to cut her South "4 frican colonists adrift. 
Those she has left to our tender mercies we will no longer leave 
in undisturbed possession. In touching them we do not touch 
Imperial England. She has told us so herelf, and we will 

measure our strength against these intruders.’ 
“Such a state of things as this in the old Cape Colony would 
‘be all but — not only because the English — 
outnumbers the Dutch, but because the Cupe Dutch have learnt 
to value the settled rule of the English, which has surrounded 
their interests with security and enhanced in every respect the 
value of their property. On the rough, raw edge of civilization 
which exists in the Transvaal things are far different. These 
frontier Boers have all more or less settled recently, by con- 
parison, in that part of South Africa. They have little to luse 
and all to gain by an emeute. They do not like the English 
colonist, of course, but neither do they like the trouble of 
further afield to get out of his way. As an indepen- 
dent people, under an independent flag, they can no longer 
do so, and therefore they will try their strength with us, 
assured that if subdued by us they will be in no worse 
position than before; if victorious, they will regain that 
country which they were unable to hold and had practically 
lost, for has not England made up her mind to interfere 


Google 


to be dismembered and her colonial subjects to be massacred, 
and they will soon accept that position in which they placed 
themselves when, bankrupt, ruined, aud threatened with a 
twofold destruction—by Secocoeni from the north and Cety- 
wayo from the southeast—we stepped in and saved them at the 
cost, not only of our money, but of the best blood of our country.” 
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(The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that His Excellency General 
Kuroda, Minister of the Colonization Department, will leave 
the Capital for his post in the Hokkaido shortly and that His 
Excellency General Oyama, Ministerof War will accompany 
him in connection with tho‘establishment of a garrison there. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbua writes as follows:—When Mr. 
Shishido, our Minister to China, arrived at Shanghai from 
Peking vid Chinko, the Kongokwan had just reached there, 
and therefore he embarked on her. He was expected to 
arrive in Yokohama about the 28th ult. His return 
will dissipate all falee rumours, aud we shall be in « 
position to know precisely the actual condition of the affairs 
which concern our country. | 

The Choya Shinbun states that Mr. Shitomi, Governor of 
Ibaraki prefecture, has tendered his resignation ; also that the 
prefecture of Saitama will be abolished, and out of the 16 
districts of which the prefecture consists, 8 will be incorporated 
into the Tokio Fu, and the remaining 13 will be added to that 
of Gumba. 

The new Educational Department having been completed, 
the present office will be removed there about the middle of 
this month. 

The Hochi Shinbua states that the new Criminal Code, and 
the new Regulations for the Administration of Justice, are ex- 
pected to be put in force on and after the Ist May next. 

The Akebono Shinbun says:—We formerly stated that His 
Imperial Highness Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya had been made a 
hereditary prince of the blood, we now learn that Their 
Imperial Highnesses Kita-Shirakawa-no-miya and Yamashina- 
no-miya have, by special favour, been made hereditary princes 
also. 

The same paper writes :—We formerly published a rumour 
that His Excellency General Oyama, Minister of War, would 
be appointed Minister to France; we now hear that he will 
certaiuly be transferred to the vacant place left by the late 
Sameshima, und will leave for his post in May or June 
next; also that he bas ulready received private instructions, 
connected with that appointment, from the government. 

We extract the followiug from the Choya Shinbun :—A short 
time ago, when one of our men-of-war was on a cruise in the 
Indian Ocean, some injury occurred to her engines, to repair 
which she put into Ceylon. On receipt of the news of the 
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messengers several times requesting that he might be accorded 
an interview with her commander. In accordance with the 
request, the commander visited the Chieftain at his residence and 
a friendly conversation ensued, through the medium of an inter- 
preter, in the course of which the host, in a sorrowful manner, 
said :—“‘ It is a most deplorable matter that, owing to its tardy 
progress towards civilization, Asia, notwithstanding its being 
a most rich aud powerful continent, is despised by poople of 
the white race, and is always oppressed more or less by them. 
As far as India is concerned, all reul benefits are absorled 
by England, and our liberty is denied us to no small 
extent. We have heard that even on the confines of 
Asia, some trouble has occurred between your coun- 
try and China with reference to the Luwochoo affair, and 
that even after a peaceful negotiation had apparently been 
arrived at about it, yuurselvesand China are not actually on 
friendly terms on the subject. Sucha state of affairs is most 
unsuitable to a country like yours, which bas ns close relations 
to China as the lips have to the teeth, and therefore should 
your country not despise the ignorance of India, we wish we 
might act as mediators between China and yourselves and 
succeed in uniting the two countries iu a firm bond of friendship, 
without incurring the disapproval of other nations.” On the 
departure of the man-of-war, after her repairs were completed, 
many of the native officiuls weut down to the wharf to bid her 
adieu. : 

The same paper states that it is said that His Majesty 
the Emperor will proceed to the Gakushin In (Nobles’ School) 
shortly, aud therefore preparations for his reception are now 
being made-in that establishment, and that Her Majesty the 
Empress is expected to visit the National Exhibition when it 
has been put into perfect order. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that Admiral Enomoto, Minister 
of the Navy, visited His Excellency Ito, Privy Ovuncillor, on 
the 2nd instant at about 6.30 p.m. and remained there till 
about 8 o'clock. Soou after the Admiral’s return, Mr. Ito 
went to the private residence of His Excellency Iwakura, 
Assistant Prime Minister, and hud a secret conference which 
lasted till one iu the morning. 

The same paper wriles as follows :— It was telegraphed to 
the authorities on the 3rd instaut, that Messrs. Shishido, 
Minister at Peking, and Miyumoto, one of the Uhief Secretaries 
in the Foreign Department, left shanghai by the Kongo on 
the 28th ultimo and arrived at Nagasaki on the 2nd iustant. 
Mr. Inouye, a Chief Secretary of the Daijokwan, who went to 
China some time ago, returnei to Tokio on the mourning of the 
8rd inst., arriving in the Hiroshima Maru. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun publishes the following :—It is 
said that the reason why Mr Shishido, our Minister to China 
whose return has been reported hus as yet not arrived here is that 
oar government has ordered him by telegraph to delay his 
return, and a secretary is to be shortly sent to China in con- 
nection with this. It is said that the withdrawal of Mc. 
Shishido from Peking, simply referred to himself and that 
our Legution has not been withdrawn, because Mr. Taunbe, the 
chief Secretary, still remains in Peking «s Chargé dA ffaires. If, 
as public rumour says, our Legation at Peking hus really been 
withdrawn, the Chinese Legation at Tokio would hardly have 
remained here. This is palpably correct. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

A new rifle, to be used for target practice iu barrack rooms, 
has been invented by Colouel Murata. 

As the repairing of Japanese men-of-war is now being pushed 
forward with all speed in Yokosuka dock, repairs to vessels of 
other nationalities will not be undertaken for some time. 

We learn from a native source that a periodical named 
Kaiko Zasshi, will shortly be published by the Kinkosha 
(Military Club) at Kudan, Tokio; and that it will contain al 
matters connected with military affairs, arms, accoutrements," 
— circulation will be confined to the membors of the 

ub. 

The Hochi Shinbun «tales that since the Army and Navy 
were divided into the Kaigun (Navy) and Rikugun (Army), 
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position of Taisho (i.e. a rank corres ponding with that of 
Field Marshal) was not created in the former. The Offices of 
the Taisho, both in Army and Navy, are the most important, 
and therefore these will be the reward only of those who have 
performed very meritorious deeds in warlike affairs, or such 
Princes of the Blood whose special qualificatious fit them for 
the post. It is said therefore that His Imperial Highness 
Arisuguwa Takehito Shiuno, Sub-Lieutenant in the Navy, who 
n short time ago went to London, will, after his return, be 
appointed to this the highest post in the Navy. 

‘The same paper writes as follows :—“ With reference to 
China affairs varivus opinions have arisen amongst our Generals 
and other commanding officers. We hear the following is one 
of them :—‘I€ the negotiations between our government and 
China must actually lead to rupture, we had better tako up 
arms in time and declare war ourselves. Should we vainly 
waste time, being tempted by the well-known policy of hesitation 
and delay adopted by China, it will afford her an opportunity 
of finding us unprepared. It is a well-known law ‘in strategy, 
that ifadelay of one day be given to an enemy ten days 
will be required to attack him successfully. Moreover, to 
attempt to contend against fleets and batieries, after they have 
been put in perfect order, is just the same as fur firemen to 
resolve to extinguish a fire, not at its commencement, but after 
it has spread far and wide. Such being the state of things, there 
ix no doubt that prompt action is the course called for by events.’ 
All the young hotheaded young officers maintain this view 
strenuously. <A strategical opportunity lies in a nutshell; bat 
it is often a hard nut for strategists to crack.” 

. INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A native paper informs us that by the British steamer 
Sunda, which left Yokohama on the 25th ultimo at 1 am., 
310,000 yen in gold coins was expurted to Londou by the Na- 
tional Debt Bureau, and 30,000 yen, also in bullion, by the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that Regulations on the subject of 
Trade Marks will shortly be issued by the Finance Depart- 
ments. 

The tobacco merchants in the three provinces of Bisen, Bin- 
go and Mimasaki, intend to establish a tobacoo company under 
the name of Tabacco Kwaisha, with a capital of 400,000 yen. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun publishes the followjng report, far- 
nished by the Boyeki Shokwai, under date of the 26th ultimo — 
Silk is becoming scarcer day by day. Hanks have been sought 
after, but it is difficuls to supply the demands. Neverthe- 
less none has been sold at extraordinary high prices. It 
ecems thnt since the 23rd ultimo there have been no active 
changes in the home market prices. A telegram received 
on the 25th ultimo from a branch at London, states “ The 
auction market for silk is weak.” Foreign firms however 
continue making purchases, and therefore we suppose the staple 
is in fairly good demand. Deliveries on the 25th were as 
fullows :-— 





Hochioji Filature 4 bales @ $3610 by No. 177 
Shiushia _,, 20 , » 620 , » 164 

7 ” 17 ” ” 572 rn 164 
Hishiu a 63 ,, » 60 , » Ff 
Chichibu Hanks 30 ,, » 530 , » «+76 
Joshiu Hanks 56, » 920 , 706 
Sbhinshiu Filature 33 _,, » 630 , 4» 76 
Koehiu - 14, » 625 vn 90 
Shinshiu Hanks ll ,, w OID ao ye 19 
Echizo Filature 17, » G10 , 4 166 
Shinshiu —,, 20 ,, » 620 , , 166 
Joshiu aud Shin- 111 Jo. ” Bes f 177 

shiu Hanks » Shiu. , 5655 " =” 
Total - 396 bales. 


The Alajjun Shinshi says that during January last the specie 
coined in the Osaka Mint amounted to 37,715 yen in gold, 
218,373 yen in silver aud 77,763.70 yen ia copper: total 
333,851.70 yen. 

We extract the following from ths same periudical:—In 
Tokio, numberless rumours are current owiuy to the departure 
of the Kongo for China some time ayo. Speculators whuse 


fortunes depend on the fluctuations of silver are especially 
active in spreading these reports wnd in consequence, it is anp- 
posed, of their actions, silver cuntinues to rise daily. 
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A native paper writes as follows :—Paper seems to fall more 
and more, the quotations lately daily fluctuating between 
176.3 and 176.7. The excess of imports over exports in our 
foreign trade is becoming greater and greater every day. 
From the 10th to the 20th ultimo it has averaged a total of 
from twenty to thirty thousand yon daily, and it was expected 
that by the end of lust month it will amount to 120,000 or 
130,000 yen. Money has become scarcer and the daily 
interest is 3/10 per cent. A few days ago trade dollars 
advanced 3/10 or 2/5 per cent. against the silver yen, 1,000 of 
the former equalling 1,003 or 1,004 of the latter. This is said 
to be owing to to the fact that recently the former has been found 
to beslightly heavier thau the latter. No appreciable change has 
oocarred in foreign cotton yarn since our previous report of the 
18th February, bat owing to the downward tendency of 
paper it remains firm. No. 8 quality is saleable but only on a very 
small scale. Filoss-silk is unsaleable aud its price has fallen 2 
ocS yen. Tea ; nothing doing. Prices are as fullows :— 


Yamashiro, er 86 

——————— 

Bec, 5 — — soccccccccccescoscoce 2718 
eeeceeeceetseosece Peceesesscoe Geeecesevecseae 9 

2 Medium eoccvece Ce cccccce 0 ccccccces evcccvece 20 | — 

vy COMMON .............. — ——— .... 14 ,, 15 
Eashiu, Good....... @ereeececece eeeececscesaeee @eeeceosee 23 7 

” Medium Povcccees Pocceccegeseseesecceccceses 20 ry 7 

nn Common SC OOSOH OOS OOD OHOSESEEEEESCHAHOCSCOHOEOESE 14 ? 15 

Seishiu, Good... Ge Seeosceceese SOSCCCCCHSCESEHESCE LESS OEE 27 | hy 28 

9s Medium SOOCHOS OSHS SESE SH LOLECHESEHEEEOEEEES 21 m 22 

o0 Coiumun ööXXXXXXXEEEXXVXX 14 15 

wo Medium ............. 12, 13 


Since oar previous report the arrivals of the sbove staple in 
Yokohama were.— 


On the 10th February .............. ——E ..... 448 Chests. 
99 99 L1th ? Seeseccesoescesoosenes @e@ceeeces 170 99 
ee wth eee GO 
” 9 13th 9 2 (ss Cocccccccsccceccsceves none. 
oe Mit es — lac Oh. 
» » 15th, 100 =, 
” +} 16th 9 eeaeecesecece @eeceeaseeseces 99 0 
Be WAN ache acuta 2 =” 
EGU: sss) 93 


”» 9 9 #e 9 

One of the native papers states that in Yokohama coal is so 
extraordiuarily scarce that if there are no fresh arrivals during 
the next two or three months, the stocks of all the foreign Steam- 
ship Companies and the Gas Works will be entirely exhausted. 
In consequence of this prices are going up. . 

From our usual source we tuke the following market repori:— 
In Yokobama silk is more active and sales are reported daily. 
Foreign cotton yarn has slightly recovered lately, and priccs 
have gone up 2} per cent. generally. Transactions are pretty 
large: however, the stock in forsign hands is very small, and 
imports are also few. The amount imported last year is leas 
than that of the year before last. Imports of woollen cloch, &., 
are aleo few, owing, it ie said, to the small profit derived from 
the sale of this staple. The only stock of coal is Takashima 
dust coal, which is saleable at 12 yen per ton. On the 
22nd ult. 100 piculs of the Isohara coal arrived. Transactions 
were made at 62 yen per 10,000 catties, landed, and soon after- 
ward buyers were offering 70 yeu. 

The Bukka Shinpo writes as follows:—In Yokohama no 
changes are reported in the price of silk since our issue of the 
26th ult. but sales are reported daily and the market is active. 
The quantities shipped by the City of Peking which left Yoko- 
hama on the 1st instant, were :—24 bales by No. 22; 2 by No. 
3; 28 by No. 143; 18 by No. 33 ; 36 by Nu. 90; 47 by No. 89 ; 
2 by No. 908 ; 7 by No. 76 ; 3 by No. 166 ; 15 by No. 2; 24 by 
the Kaitsusha ; total 206 bales. The stocks on the 2nd inst. 


were :— 

Hanks ... . 1,287 bales. 

Filatures ose -- 1,396 ,, 

Kakeda... . 309 ,, 

Okusen ... 254 ,, 

Hamatsuki 464 ,, 

Bodai 69 
Total .. 3,779 bales. 


Out of this total about 700 bales were inspected by 
No. 76. In tes nothing is doing as foreign firms are wuiting 
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for freight before purchasing. Silver is comparatively inactive, 
and few transactions are made. ‘The market opened on the 
morning of the 2nd inst. at 174.5 and the highest point reached 
was 174.6, after which it receded to 174.5; the average being 
174.42. Inthe afternoon the average was 174.37. 

The same paper states that just as in Tokio, coal has become 
very scarce in Osaka, and in consequence prices have gone up, 
owing to the incressed use of machinery driven by steam, 
the requirements for coal for which are estimated at 
more than 1,000 piculs per day. Messrs Fajita & Co., have 
despatched men everywhere to prospect for coal and they 
have lately found out a vein at the Godaisan mountain at 
Taka-gori, in the province of Harima, Work has already been 
commenced on this deposit. 

The same paper announces that Mr. Ishikawa Suina, an off. 
cial in the Industrial Section in the prefecture of Yamagata, 
tried to manufacture sugar from the juice of the Jtaya (a tree) 
some years ago. At first he did not succeed in his endeavours, 
but after many attempts his efforts were crowned with success 
and he has lately forwarded a sample of the sugar, together 
with a note containing the resalt of the analysis, to che Agrical- 
tural Bureau. The sugar, it has said, has not an excellent appear- 
ence, but it is xo well crystallized that it looks like sugar candy. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that in Osaka the price of coal 
advunces steadily daily. On the 26th ultimo the price of 
10,000 catties ranged from 58.50 @ 64.50 yen, ‘but on the next 
day (the 27th) it wus quoted at from 80 to 100 yen, and on the 
28th suddenly jumped to 130 yen. Owing to such an extra- 
ordinary rive co .al merchants have made great endeavors to 
obtain stocks, but there actually are none. In consequence of 
this, work has had to be given up in sach places as require 
coal for their business and great inconvouience is felt. 

One of the vernacalar journals has been informed by a native 
silk merchant that owing to the prevalence of iutense ould in 
Eurvpe, the silkworm rearing industry is expected to suffer 
cousiderably. In consequence of this silk is being actively 
purchased both in the districts and the capital and utucks are 
becoming #o scarce, that the foreign firms in Yokohama, who are 
ns a rule quiet at this season, are very active. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

We learn from a native paper that General Grant, ‘ex- 
President of the United States of America, has lately sent an 
order through the authorities of Osaka Fu, to Hanabusa Sabu- 
tobei, a manufacturer of silk flowers, for specimens of the 
flowers of the four seasons to be made as delicate and beautifal 
as posible. The price will be abvut five or six hundred yen. 

The Mainicki Shinbun contains the followiug from a corres 
pondent at Fusan, Corea :—The general organization of the 
Japanese settlement has been reformed since the ‘beginning of 
this month (February). It hus been divided into twenty one 
Ho of twenty houses each. Each fo is to elect a represuutative, 
who will be empowered to control public matters connected 
with his ward. For the public expenses of the settlement poll 
und house taxes were imposed, but lately it has been decided to 
substitute a land tax in proportion to the amount of ground 
rented by each individual. The regulations for the manage- 
ment of business transactions have already been issued. 
A fire brigade was organised last December. The firemen 
are 30 in number. In the Court there are many civil 
cases, but the majority of them are said to have also some con- 
nectien with criminal ones, ‘I'ho restaurants and tea houses are, 
as said before, in a prosperous condition, but recently there are 
many who are urging the abolition of these establisiments, and 
are enrvestly hoping that a notification for their suspension 
Will be issued as soon as possible. Kinzenkon, the newly appoint: 
ed governerof Torai Fu, has not called upon the Japanese const- 
late since he ‘assumed his pust. It is was the custom formerly 
that when one Governor was replaced by another, the Japar:ese 
resident officials went to offer their congratulations. Ou the lato 
occasion this has nut been done, for reasons unknown to us. It 
is also reported that the communications by the Mitsu Bixht 
steamers were formerly to be maintained bi-monthly, but that 
since last July no regular time fave been observed, and corse 
quently great inconvenience las been caused to our mer 
chants, Large stocks aconlumated, and great losses resulted. 
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To avoid this inconvenience, and to encourage shipping, many 
energetic men are Now making an effort to inaugurate a 
steamship company. 

On the occasion of the last National Industrial Exhibition 
being opened, the officials, says a native journal, arranged 
to purchase nearly all the exhibits before the public had au 
opportunity, in order to secure the profits from their sale. It 
is to be hoped that this sort of thing will be put a stop to this 

ear. 

: We learn from a native journal that in Nishi Tsukuma-gori, 
Shinano province, anow has been falling since January lust. 
Iu the villages near the boundary of Hida, it has accumu- 
lated tu five or six feet in depth. At a village named Nagawa- 
mura snow-slips from the mountains have damaged the houses, 
and a number of people and cattle have been killed. Beyond 
the Namiomoti-toge and Gombcei-toge, on the Kisokaido, traffic 
is entirely interrupted by the accumulation of snow, conse- 
quently the people are suffering from a scarcity of provisions. 

We extract the following from a correspondence which 
appears in the Nichi Nichi Shinbun :—No appreciably important 
matters have occurred in the internal nffuirs of Corea ; there is 
simply a rumour that some reforms will shortly be made. With 
reference to the negotiations opened with the Corean government 
by Mr. Hanabusa, the Japanese Minister, nothing is heard, but 
it seems that the opening of the port of Jinsen will be at uo 
remote dute, because works have already been commenced in 
repairs to the road between the capital and the town, a 
distance of about 8 ri. It is said that the trade done by 
natives with Chinese merchauts at the eud of las: year in the 
province of Gishiu was very little, which was quite different 
from the preceding year. Is this not owing to the fact that 
trade in both Fusan and Gensanshin has increased year after 
year 2j[In the city of Kiojo-Fu, which is situate at the north- 
ern boundary of the kingdom, a market is yearly opened 
from the 30th of the 12th month till the 20th of the lat 
month. The Manchoorians come there across the river of 
Toman to make purchases, This year, quite unlike the state of 
affairs in Gishiu, commerce is said to have been pretty flourish- 
ing in that city. We have yet received no reliable report about 
the stute of business there, but we shall not fail to publish 
particulars by the next opportunity. If the commerce of that 
city be developed and fustered a large amount of merchandise 
will come down from the interior of Manchooria, and thus 
Gensanshin will become the leading port of Corea. 


Visitors are already atiending the recently inaugurated 
exhibition in good numbers, and no doubt when the weather 
becomes milder and. the cherry trees present their annual 
attractions, the buildings at Uyeno will be thronged with 
natives and foreigners. A native journal tells us that on the 
opening dsy of the ceremony no less than 9,143 sightseers 
Visited the exhibition between the hours of two and fonr in tl.e 
afternoon. We are sorry to find the paper gues on to say that 
another class of persons, less bent on pleasure than business 
Was present, as no less than twenty pick-pockots were arrested, 
while in pursuit of their avocation, by the police. This class of 
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available one. It is widely rumoured that the Curean 
government have decided to make great changes in their 
diplumatic policy shortly ; and that, on the establishment of a 
special Department for all foreign affairs, students will be seat 
both to Japan aud China. This isa moet unreliable rumour, but 
it seems that the opinion in favour of keeping the ports closed 
has been discouraged. It is also ramoured that when, a short 
time ago, the difficulty between Russia and China seemed like- 
ly to lead to a rupture, the Peking government sent an order to 
that of Corea stating that if wur witl Russia should be declared, 
many thousauds troops must be despatched as auxiliaries. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that a member of the Kwaiso 
Kwaisha, (one of the Japauese shipping companies) at Fusan, 
Corea, intends to publish a newspaper under the title of Chosen 
Shinbun, and has applied for permission to the authorities. The 
paper will be written in the Japanese language on one side, and 
in the Corean on the other, and, for a while, it will be distri- 
buted gratis amongst the Coreans. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
ToKIO anD YOKOHAMA SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 
30th February, 1881. 


Passengers, parce &c, sescsbeccacscenscoese A OM 8,709.14 
Merchandise, — 99 1,130.71 


Total eeccvcccccceoencccoee 99 9,839.85 











Miles open, F 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcela, &c. ........ cccscccscseee On 7,910.64 
Merchandise, &€. wcsscsssscssssesssceeee yy 871.39 
Total ......... ssecessscees 97 8,782.08 
Miles open 18. 


KioTo, KosE anp Oorzu SEcrTIoN. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 
27th February, 1881. 


Passen parcels, &c..........ccccccsooeee LOM 16,087.45 
—— &e eeesese eeeceesece ©86e0eee8eG088 9? 2,676.59 
Total.. eeeseeee SOOSOSeSSeeseese Yen 18,714.04 
Miles open 58. 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcels, SS Yen 14,954.99 
Merchandise, &o eeceeseecen@ eeceeeeess eeoeeeeseooe be] 1,852.79 
Total 4° seaeeeeseese Se eeeconce e Yen 16,807.78 


Miles open 55. 
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THE FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE OF SUGAR 


MANUFACTURERS. 
(Translated from the Kinji Hioron.) 





iT — ——— sugar manafceturers in Shikoku, Kin- 


shiu, Chugoku, and Tokai intend holding meetings at 


Osaka f..r a week, beginning on the 1st instant, with a view 


lightfingered gentry is very numerous in Tokio, over three | t° a mutual exchange of ideas and experiences in order to 
hundred haviug been convicted there last month, #0 we would improre and encourage the sagar manufactures of the 
warn all visitors to the exhibition to keep good guard over country. In accordance with their “eo two officials 
hace bake were despatched ou the 13th nitimo from the Agricultural 

he — pondent of a native paper informs its readers ee ee eee ee eee 


wee oe ~~ | held ander official auspices Inst year at the time when the 
that since it has been decided that the Japanese Minister will competitive Exhibition of cotton and sugar was opened in 


reside in the Curean capital, public feeling seems to have become | that city, but private individuals propose to hold it them- 
tranquil. Formerly it was not seldom that the Japanese, when | selves this, and every succeeding year, at the same season. 
walking in the streets, were pelted by the natives, but Intely| When we first heard of this proposal we at once expressod 
such rude acts have entirely disappeared, aud no Japanese is | our satisfaction with it, as we are firmly convinced that it 
known to have suffered from such unlawful proceedings. It is will not be an ephemeral scheme but one based on sound 
said that negotiations have been opened with the Corean govera- eh te = — genial lasting eras * * 
meut since January last for the opeuing of the port of Jinsen, | \” — —————— — wre Ate some We ei ntion 

bat that they still obstinately hang out for what they did the but short-sighted men who, earnestly wishing to develop 


the products and to stimulate the several industries of 
year before last, not appearing to approve of the proposal ; but the land, whenever they see any produce or manufacture 
it is said Dy some Coreaus that their government will, when it of foreign conutries, assort that such and such things 
becomes unavoidable, agree to open the port. Beside Jinsen,|shonld be produced and be manufactured, or that such 
here are va.ious ports not more than 10 or 20 ri from tue fand such manufactures must be imitated in our coun- 
Capital, such as Tsushin, Kok’'wa, Nanyo, Kioto, una Gazan | try, without paying the loast attention to whether our soil 
&c., but these are not good ports, that of Jinsen being the only | is adapted for the one or whether our people have sufficient 
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experience to undertake the other, ‘This is indeed a deplor 
able matter. With such mistaken notions in their head, 
they imported and planted vines, and having heard of the 
woollen cloth manufactured by foreigners, proposed to 
copy it in our country, They went on at such n headlong 
rate that they had no time to turn their mind to the 
fact that tho benefit to be obtained from planting vines 
in our country is less thon that to be gained by employ- 
ing the same labour to some original product, and that 
our country being totally unfit for producing wool, the 
income of tho cloth manufactory is altogether inadequate 
to meet the expenses, ‘They are moreover ignorant even of 
the existence of those original products of which there is no 
doubt as to the fitness of soil and experience of the people 
for producing them. How regrettuble is their ignorance ! 
What are then our important original products? Be- 
sides silk and ten, as to the the importance of which no argu- 
ment is required, there are others such as sugar, cotton cloth 
ete. Foreign sugar is well manufactared and imported cotton 
stuffs are cheap in price, and therefore they rule the 
market considerably, and our sugar and cotton cloth being 
always found inferior cannot prevent their importation. 
But these two latter are actually original products of our 
own, which are well fitted to the soil, and of which the 
people have great experience as they have been engaginy 
in the production of them from ancient times. If so, why 
are ours inferior to those imported ? It is owing to nothing 
bat the fact that cither the methads employed are unfitted 
to the requirements, or that the machines used in the manu- 
facturing are bad. We have always regretted such a state 
of affairs whenever we have heard of these thoughtless 
people who have tarned their attention only to the branches 
of the principle of the encouragement of agricultural in- 
dustries, instead.of going at once to the root of the matter. 
Now, however, that we have heard of the above-mentioned 
raiseworthy intention of our sugar manufacturers, we 
eel the greatest pleasure. We earnestly applaud them for 
their intention, and have resolved to make it public in 
order to let our brethren throughout the country hear 
and approve of it, and at the same time to awaken 
short-sighted producers from thoir empty dreams. We 
say to you, the energetic sugar manufacturers in Shikoku, 
Kiushiu, and other parts of the Empire, that sugar is 
one of the principal original products of our country, 
well suited to the soil; and that you, in whose families 
this industry is an heirloom, bave great experience in it. 
We are not only importing from abroad such things as 
could be produced in our own country, but at the same 
time we have cnused this original industry, which has 
existed for many huudred years, to disappear in the country, 
and have thus thrown wany thousands of people oat of 
employment. Is not this a disagraceful and deplorable 
matter? However, should you be able to avoid old mis- 
takes, and mutually to interchange experiences aud secrets 
of manafacture, thus urging each other on towards improve- 
ment, we do not think you ueed anticipate any difficulty 
in restoring the industry to a state of prosperity. Thus 
we can drive foreigu imported sugar out of our markets, and 
in course of time, actually export our own. Diligence— 
diligence, is what we most strenuously would advocate. 


A SPEECH ON DIRECT TRADE.* 


(Translated from the Mainichi Shinbun.) 


ENTLEMEN, we have lately heard a strange report, 
which can only be termed at present a “ flying 
rumour” and therefore we must not place too much con- 
fideuce in it. But experience teaches us that these flying 
rumours prove sometimes to be in accordance with facts, 
and therefore, we will assume for the moment that it is 
true, and will comment npon it accordingly. 

Our goverument, being convinced that the distress which 
we, the people, nre suffering, owing to the enhanced price 
of all commodities, has its origin in tho superabundance of 
the paper currency and can only be alleviated by na reduc- 
tion of that currency, have adopted several schemes recently 
in order to bring nbout this consummation. For instance, 
the appropriations of the varions Departments have been 








* The above speech was recently delivered ata meeting of the 
Tokio Political Society, by the editor of the Mainichi Shindun. 
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reduced, the government factories have been offered for 
sale, and the expenses for the construction and maintenance 
of roads, bridges &c., have been (transferred to the ivenl 
taxcs from the Imperial Exchequer. Working in another 
direction, the revenue is said to be incrensed some four 
million yen by raising the tax on saké. All these steps to 
remedy the financial difficulties, for which the government 
is responsible, are, we consider, favourable aud convenient 
schemes. 

By these various methods the government has been able 
to caleulnte upon an annul surplus of ten million yen, and 
we now learn that, having conceived the idea that the true 
source of the enrichment of our country is the encourage- 
ment of direct foreign trade, it contemplates lending this 
enormous sun to traders in every city aud prefecture in 
order to develop commerce, and thus by equalizing exports 
with imports, to restore the currency to its proper level. 
The intention is doubtless well meant, but we cannot express 
approval with the scheme. Why do we say this, for there 
can be vo rearzon why, in similar transactions, uo profit 
should result from sales to natives, while great gains accrue 
from sales to foreigners 2? How is it that abundant profits 
are to result from the export of our produce abroad by 
native merchants direct, without the interference of 
foreigners? Do native merchants charge au uureasonable 
premium on the produce they sell to foreigners or do the 
latter never buy unless they can do so at enormous profits? 
Natives who engnge in export have to sustain freight and 
such incidental expenses just as foreigners do, and it is a 
truism that the latter cannot escape from losing owing to 
the occasional unexpected changes that occur in the course 
of commercial affairs. We can remember how some well- 
known foreign firms have actually gone bankrupt through 
these causes. Although foreign merchants at first sight may 
appear to make large profits, the reverse is often the reul 
case. Our merchants who engage in direct trade will have 
to risk the same losses, owing to unexpected changes of the 
market, as their competitors the foreign merchants. This 
being the case it must be evident that those who believe 
that the sule of produce to rexident foreigners is uuprofit- 
able, and direct trade beueficial, are lamentably ignorant of 
the first principles of political economy, and their ideas are 
what is therein described as the “ Indiscreet View.” 

Reviewing the subject from this standpoint, it will 
be seen that direct trade is not a perfect or undeniable 
boon. Gentlemen, this “indisereet view” is the most 
objectionable view that can be taken by a_ political 
community. Heikiteu, one of thethree supreme ministers 
of the Kan dynasty, (which ruled in China some 2,000 
years ago) was in the habit of passing with the 
utmost indifferonce killed and wounded persons whom he 
might happen to see in the street, because their ills were 
duo to themselves for have mixed up in quarrels ; when, 
however, he met an ox, panting hard and labouring for 
breath, he would express the greatest sorrow. Being asked 
one day for his renson he replied that, believing as he did 
that the ox’s sufferings were due (o the vitiated state of the 
atmosphere, he regretted them ns if caused by his own uct, 
for he thought it the duty of himself and his two colleagues 
to attend to the state of the atmosphere of the city. His 
remarks were tnken by his brother officials to be full of 
sense. There have been many other statesmen like him in 
the East. But there have been, from ancient times, im- 
prudent statesmen, who in their shortsighteduess, believed 
that the practice of economy was most essential fora 
true political administration, and thereupon they imagined 
themselves great statesmen in prohibiting women from 
wearing gold hairpins, and in Wearing ragged clothes them- 
selvesaud living on poor fuod. The ignornnt credulous mas- 
ses believed in them also, but can we possibly do so? 
Can we consider them either wise or true statesmen? If 
the politicnl administration is to be conducted on such 
principles, wo cannot refrain from expressing our sorrow 
for our country. Is not this new idea of direct trade, if 
rumour speaks true about it, based on such erroneous 
ideas? As un rumour we need not feel deeply about it, but 
should it le true we, aud you, gentlemen, must express our 
unfeigned and deep regret. Is it true that the sum ef 
ten million yen, which our government expects to obtain 
by the Various schemes we have mentioned above, ix to be 
applied lo the redemption of the paper currency for which 
purpose it wis announced that they were to be adopted ? 
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— — — 
If the object of the increase of the taxes and the reduction 
in national expenditure is to be uot for the redemption of 
Kinsatzu, but for the purpose the rumour states, we must 
endeavour to prevent it for the benefit both of our govern- 
ment and our fellow countrymen. 


— — — — - — — — 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FuripDAy, FEBRUARY 25TH, 1881]. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongo, Tokio, Japan. 
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Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
........... represents velocity of wind. 

— — —— .Pperoentage of humidity. 

Max. velocity of wind 15 miles per hour on Friday at 1 p.m. 

oo barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 

e sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 80°340 
inches on Thursday at 10 a.m. and the lowest was 29-793 inches 
on Monday at 11 p.m. 

The highest temperature for the week was 61°.5 on Friday and 
lowest was 33°.5 on Thursday, the maximum and minimum for the 
Corresponding week of last year were 64° and 26°.4 respectively. 
The total amount rain for the week was “944 inches, against a total 


of 2°889 for the corresponding week of last year. A trace of snow 
was recorded on Wednesday. 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By B. G. Daws. 
(From the Chess Playcss Cirunicie.) 
CE 


BLACE. 


7 





€wHITE. 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 
SOLUTION OF CHESS PROBLEM OF FEB. 26TH, BY O. F. REmp. 





White: Black. 

1—B. to B. 2. 1—Kt takes B. 
2.—K. takes Kt. 2.—P. advances. 
3.—Q. to RB. Sq. or RB. 8. 

or 1.—Kt. to R 3. 
2.—Q. takes P. 2.—Anything. 
3.—Q. mates. 

or 1—Kt to K. 6. 
2.—Kt. takes Kt. 2.—P. advances. 
3.—Q. mates. 

or 1.—K. to Kt 7. 
2.—Q. to R. 3, ch. 2.—K. takes Q. 
3.—Kt. to B. 4, mate. 

or 1.—P. advances. 
2.—Q. to R. . ch. 2.—K. to Kt. 7. 
3.—Kt. to B. 4. 


Correct solutions received from Q. and Omega. 








SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 
INWARDS. 





10 : 
March. 1, British steamer Larch, Coll 916, from Antwerp vid 
Manila and Shanghai, General, to W & Robison. 
March 2, Rritish steamer ordshire, Jones, 998, from Shanghai, 
—— baiting reba K — are Davidson, 690, from 
a nese steamer Aiushi: aru, i 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 


| March 2, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, from 


Hakodate, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

March 2, Japanese steamer Kumamoto Marv, Drammond, 1,240, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

March 3, Japanese steamer, Hiroshima Maru, Haswell, 1,780, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Mar. 3, Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, from Kobe, 
Mails and General, to M. B. Co : 

Mar 4, British steamer Oceanic, Metcalf, 2,440, from San Francisco, 
Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Mar. 4, British steamer Malacca, Cole, 1,079, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to P. & O. Co. 

Mar. 4, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Maru, Davidson, 690, from Kobe, 
Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Nar. — — Barque Hedvig, Frahm, 375, from Takao, Sugar, 
to n Hoo. 

March 5, American 3-masted schooner Amoy, J. E. Schade, 314, 
from Takao, Sugar, to Chinese. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per Japanese steamer I/iroshima Marx from Shanghai and —— 
Messrs. De William-on, A. Evers, pot ; —— 
and 15 Japanese in cabin ; 2 Chinese, and 274 Japanese 

Per —— steamer Kobonoye Maru from Hakodate Mr. 
Strand, and 14 Japanese in cabin; 200 Ja in steerage. Also 
the Chief Officers and crew of the wreck pond Ella Beatrice. 

Per Japanere steamer Shinagawa Maru from Kobe:—40 Japanese. 

Per British steamer Oceanic from San Francisco —For Yoke- 
hama: King Kalakua and servant, Col. Judd, Col. 

Ichitaru Morimura, Miss Nonna St. Aubyn, Jobn Andrew, A. 
Watts, Revd. G. R. Leavitt J. L. Maclean, W. H. Ray, H. H. Ro- 
biuson, Miss Talcott, Foster Conner, Edwin Rogers, Rogers 
and 4 Europeans in the steerage. For —— : Mesers. E. C. 
Ray, J. L. Anderson, Geo. Austin, Mrs. Wood and 2 daughters and 
119 Chinese in the steerage. 
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Per British steamer Afalacca from Hongkong :—Revd. and Mrs. 
Taylor, Dr. Nelson R.N., aud 10 Chinese in the steerage. 


OUTWARDS. 


Feb. 28, British barque Artemisia, McFarlane 333, for Nagasaki, 
despatched by J. E. Collyer. 
March 1, British steamer Flintshire, Morgan, 1,236, for Kobe, Gene- 
ral, despatched by Adamson, Bell & Co. 
March 1, British steamer Telemuchus, Jones, 1,581, for London vii 
Kobe, Nagasaki and Hongkong, General, despatched by Batter- 
field & Swire. 

March. 1, Japanese steamer Tokai Maru, Hogg, 1,047, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

March. 2, American steamer City of Peking, Berry, 5,079, for San 
Francisco, Mails aud General, despatched by P. M. S. S. Co. 

March 2, German schooner Benedicta, Jansen, 247, for Takao, Bal- 
last, despatched by Chinese, 

March 2, Japanese steamer Genkai Maru, Conner, 1,917, for Shang- 
hai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. R. Co. 

March 5, French steamer Afenzaleh, Homery, 1,273, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 





for Hongkong, 


March 5, British barque rant, Stoddart, 1,044, for Kobe, 
General, despatched by Wilkin & Robison. 
PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer 7'elemachus for London :—Dr. Manning, Mrs. 
Gould and infant. 

Per American steamer City of Peking for San Francisco :—For 
Liverpool: John Jeffrey, Miss Jeffrey, G. H. Allcock. For New 
York: Revd. J. H. Conell, wife and 3 children, Mr- and Mrs. M. 
M. Scott and 3 children. Revd. J. K. M. McLain and wife, Dr. W. 
R. Lambeth, Dr. H. Latham and J. M. Ross. For San Francisco: 
Mrs. C. Wheeler, E. Wiegand, wife and child ; 7 Europeans and 
994 Chinamen in steerage. 

Per British steamer Flintshire for Kobe :—M. Kruss; and 100 
Japanese in steerage. 

er Japanese steamer Genkai Afaru for Shanghai and ports :—Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Tada, Ma. and Mrs. Goto, Mersrs. 
Kawada, Shoda, Yamawaki, Frischling, W. Joest, Nuva, Matsu- 
moto, Inoui and child, Doi, Oka, Asagawa, Nakano, Nambu, Fu 
— Aoki, Sugiura, Trevithick, Yoshinaga, Tada, and F. E. 


Per French steamer Menzaleh for Hongkong: —Count and Coun- 
tees Barbolani, Messrs. Vilamor, Weidemviiker, Van Aalst, and 3 





Japanese in cabin. 
CARGOES. 
Per American steamer City of Peking for San Francisco :— 
TEA: 
From San Fran. N. York. Other Cities. Tote 
Shanghai. .................ccec00 — 219 
— — eadtesweanes — — pel 7 gad 
— — 87 1,625 401 113 
Yokohama....................0.. 3,055 1,100 1,328 5483 
Hongkong...............ceseeees 56 45 100 201 
Total.....e.ces.0es. 3189 2989 1,990 8,177 
SILK : 
From San Fran. N. York. Other Cities. Tota 
— ——— 7 J — 385 
Sesseaskeecikexsiwiis — — 103 
Yokohama... ............ 2 199 — 201 
Total............00. 9 "680 — 689 


Per Japanese steamer Genkai Maru for Shanghai and porte*:—~ 
Per Japanese steamer J/iroshima Maru from Shanghai & — 
Treasure Si Se” ook weed eter “ke 8 $40,000 

Per French steamer Afenzaleh for Hongkong 
Silk for OO” hee esd aces Res ‘oak 
» 9» London 


Total... 0. .. 


REPORTS. 


The Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru -reports :—Left Hakodate 
28th ulto. with N. W. winds and cloudy sky ; latter part of 
vo * —* winds = ag shiners Arrived 2nd inst. 11.30 p.m. 

Abe Japanese steamer J/liroshima AM :—Fai 
— ———— — — the ae — 

© british steamer Oceonic reports :—Left San Francisco F b. 
8th 1881. Had ‘mod. to fresh Head winds until the 16th fon 
— hes bs dpe —— oe head galcs and high seas. 26th 

resh variable wi : arri ae March, 
1881, Passage 22 days 22 hours. : rence * 


YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHL 


'..-1,033 bales. 
.. 100 


...1,133 bales 





AM. 4m. 422. NOON. Pi. opm. poe. PM. 6PM. 6PM. OPM 

8O@ 9.16 1030 129.0 130 245 4.0 6.15 630 8.0 10,0 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 

A.M. 4.M. Aww. NOON. Voi. ov. OM. Pol Pw. Pia PM. 

s0Q 912 1030 15.0 130 245 4.9 3.15 6.30 8. 0 10.0 
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NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 5th March, 1881.) 






















Discount on | ie c 
Yen Sats. : Sei o> 
. | ' 3, | 3x 
aN! Bs 
BE: § 
| am | & - 
— ⸗ 
eee al 
— | =| am 
— =| F 
—_— | — 
NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 
! 
AMERICA....... ——— — ... P. M. Co. Mar. 24thi 
AMERICA .....0... 0008 RE PED OE .| O. & O. Co. April 8th 
Euxors, via HONGKONG .........; Af. M. Co. Mar. 10th? 
HONGKONG  ccccccccccccccccce-sesee ..| P. & O. Co. Mar. 17th 
Honaxona, via Kose.............0 M. B. Oo. Mar. 
HONGKONG .......cccee «00 — .... P. M. Co. — 
IIO—NOXONU ............ ——— ... O. & O. Co. 
Suananat, Wiowe & Nauasakt...| M. B. Co. Mar. 











1.—Left San Francisco, March * City ef Tokio. 








2.—Left Hongkong, March 3rd, Volga. 
NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 
AMERICA ...cccccecceces cccccccec-cocsee] P. BL. Ov. A 20th 
ABIERICA .........cccccecs ccccccccccccee] Of. & O. Ov. . 18th 
Kuxore, via Honaxona .........) P. & O. Co. | Mar. 10th 
Europes, via Honaxonga ..... sooo] MI. M. Oo. | Mar. 20th 
HAKODATE ........ccccccccces cccocccee] AL. B. Co. Mar. 6th 
HonaxonG, via Kose .........0.00., Af. B. Co. Mar. 7th 
HONGKONG 00... 2... cccccccccccece 0. & O. Gu. | April 8th 
LIONGKONG ...........00. ececccccccccse] P. BL. Co. ar. 24th 
Sit ANGIIAI, Hioao, & Naaasaxt..| M. B. Oo. Mar. 9th 


The arrival and departure of mails by the “‘ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘‘ Pacific Mail,” and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental” 
Companies, are approximate only. 


‘VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 
SAILED. 











Nawg os Vesse. 


Darr. 





Sept. 26] Anna Seiben Awrwznr Yokohama 
July 17] Ste. Lacie PHILADELPHIA 99 
Aug. 7] Philip Nelson Hamscre Yokohama 
Nov: 18] Pakhoi (s.s.) GLascow Jap. via Masila 
9 a — —— Lonrponr Yokohama 
’ acca Y & 
Dec. Marie ANTWERP — — 
Lonvox 
Jan. 3 Fleurs Castle (es ) 99 - 8 
” 3) Benledi (s-8.) 99 90 oe 
Deo. 17 Robinson New Yorx 


Eee 
YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Dau.y :—8,30, and 9.45 a... 3 12.00, 1.30, aud 4.15 rom. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Datty;—6.45 aud 9.30.11 +, Aaud 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 r.m 





THE 
































March 5, 1881.] JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 957 
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE 
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 
NAME. Carraln, MAG AND Rae. Tons. From. ARRIVED. Consiankes. 

POAC, (ee eee ee ee — — — 

STEAMERS. 

iroahima M Haswell Japanese steamer | 1,780 | Shanghai & ports Mar. 2] M. B.Co. 

: — — Colledge | British steamer 916 Aatvers via Sfanila &c.| Mar. 1 | Wilkin & Robison 

Malacca Cole. | British steamer 1,097 | Hongkong Mar. 4] P.&0.Co. 

Oxfordshire Jones British steamer 998 | Shangliai Mar. - 1 | Smith, Baker & Co. 

Oceanic Metcalfe British steamer | 2,440 rancisco Mar. 4] 0. & O. Co. 

Tanais Reynier French steamer 1,735 | Hongkong Feb. 22] SL ML Co. 

SAILING SHIPS. 

Alexander Carson Americanschooner| 52 | N i Nov. 3| J. E. Collyer 

Baltazar E. C. Fulda Germ4n schooner | 275 | Takao Feb. 20 | E. B. Wateon 

Cilarnom Beadle British ship 1,850 | Hongkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 

Hedvig Frabm British barque 375 | Takao Mar. 4 | Soo Hoo 

Helena Ewalt German schooner GO | Kurile Islands Oct. 31 —— 

Lottie Hilts German schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 | Hohnholz & Co. 

Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schoouer 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 

Minatitlan J. Edwards British brig 224 | Takao Feb. 26 i 

North Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nor. 16 | H. W. Hohbohots & Co. 

Otome Hardy American schooner 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 

Oteego Isaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 | H. Cook 

Pioneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Romo, vid Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co 

Btella Werner American schoone 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 

VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
Nan. taenxs.| ‘Tons, ) HW. P. DkxcriPrion, Werke From. ComMANDER. 
— 7 — F — 2 : 
BRITISH—Albatross... 00.0... . ee oe fr | stor ) 638 — —— Captain — 
RUS ANO AE LO OO Tp aa | goo 500 | Grater Nagasaki | Captain Alescoff 
Ermk 0 OLD OID I at ‘878 | * — | Transport Hiogo Captain Kolfchan 
‘ Kniaz Pojarsky ... .. ... «| 12: 4,291 — | Ironclad Nagasaki | Captain Ti 
i Mina ) ae: 5:300 | 6300 | Ironclad Nagasaki | Captain Nazimoff 
» ._ Craysser ... — | 1,500 275 | Ironclad Atami Captain Nasinoff 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 








DESTIN ATION, N AMI Aw RNTS. To BE DEsPaTCHED. 
Sau Francisco ... ... Gaelic | 0. & 0. Co March 18th 
Hongkong via Kobe... Kokonoye Maru M. R. Co March 7th, at 4 P.u, 
Shanshai and way-ports ... Hiroshima Maru M. 1. Co March 9th, at 4 Pim. 
San Fraucisco vid Hiogo ... Remonstrant Wilkin & Robison Unsettled 
San Frauciscu ... — Cilurmum Edward Fischer & Co Unsettled 
Hongkong ... Malacca P. & O. Co. March 10th, at 1 a.m. 
llougkoug ... Occanic O. & O. Co, March 6th at daylight 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


reduction. Yarns ; moderate 
— hing rather dull. Buyers not cager to operate except at a 
business Gee eae cll and — Laie, buyers in the market at low rates to which sellers will not 


submit. Woollens neglected and nominal. 


COTTON YARNS : COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 


Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds. 22 in. ae sae Ly to 8.50 
Nos. ey enviar — ... per pical a - 2 a — ae met 43/3 , i $070 to 075 
Bo b. y “Nes — ie * * $29.50 to 3l. 25 Taffachelass -_ eee 8=— 12 99 43 99 ? $1 70 to 1.90 
moday, NO. 4V UVu jcoo eve eee 99 
1»: $33.75 to 34.75 FWOOLLENS :— 
— ——— ahs " sO to me” Plain Orleans ... ... ids ee ae 32 in.... 4.50 to 5.50 
yy BBO MZ oe ree vee ane ve oy $89.25 10.40.25 | Fred Orleans... s+ «++ 29-30 B14, 3.50 to 495 
COTTON PIECE GooDs : — Tastings ... ... sea “bo * J yes to 11.00 
—7 ib er iece 283 yds. 39 in. $1 25 tol. 65 Italian Cloth eco cee eee eee 9 99 ee ay 
Grey Shirtings -— 7, >" Per Proce to200 | Camlet Cords... ... ... .. 20-30 » BP, ... 450 to 6.50 
” ” ” * 
38 45in. $1.95 to 2.579) Mousseli sade Taines :—Crape 24 yas. 30%... 0.16 to 0.17 
T. Cloths :—7 Ib. he ..24 yds, 32 in. per piece $1 $24 to Lert — Itajime 24 ,, 30,, ... 0.23 to 0.29 
Drills, English:—14- is1b.40",, 30in. et crt do. Yusen 2 ,, 30,,...0.35 to 0.40 
Indigo —— ree — ara an Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... — — - 0:80 fo iio 
Gotten Italians & Sateens Black 32in. ,, $0.09} to 0.14 Pe a ee Oe te ens 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.24yds.30in. = 4, $1.88 to 1-2 Union... a. os ee Shy C056 5... 0.30 to 0.565 
De. — — ” 30in. ,, $1.80 to1.90| Blankets, green, 6toSlbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.87 ‘to 0,39 
SAIGON RICE.—No sale. Stock 19,000 piculs. 
KEROSINE.—Stock is reduced to 400,000 cases. 
Sugar :—Takao in bag New vee eee por picul — apes — ese eee cee .. ... POF pioul —— 
eco 8 eee coo 99 eee eee eee 998 
b ae — gon Rioe — o 1. 8 
— —R » 3775 to $8.60 | Ketosone Oil. . . . ease $188 to $1.90 


China No. 4.57 ongfan & Kook-fah... 5, $6.50 to $8.7 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—A very large business has heen done in eilk since our last report. Advices from the home markets 
have been more favourable and thore has been a great competition to secure good classes of silk, stocks of which are 
becoming scarce. Natives arc asking an advance of $10 to $15 per picul all round and the market closes i in an unsettled 
-and rather excited state. Sales of the week 1,000 shipping bales; shipments to date 17,670 bales. 


Exchange 3/9} Exchange 4.80 

Hanks-—No0.2  ..........csseseeeees $570 = bs =: fcs, 49/20 to fos. 48.90 
‘ Si ER insets ave veSaseaues $545 to $550 = 17/10 to 18) = , » 47.00 
» 3 & infrs. ............ $500 to $520 =16/5 tol7/l = » 44.80 
Filatures. —Extra 1 X 8640 to 650 = {11 to 21/3 = 9 57.90 to +) 68.70 
* * —————— $630 to $640 = 20/3 to 21, = 9 ry 56.10 

_ af DB. $610 = 19 = , 53.50 
: V——— ee ty — = „18.10 to, 50.00 
eee 0 — $625 to $630 = 20/3 to20/5 = , 55.40to ,, 57.90 
m & Good ...... $590 to $610 = 19/3 to 19/9 = ,, +» 51.80 
Re-Teels Medium to Bost — $580 to $620 = 18/11 to 20/1 = ,, 52.20to ,, 54,00 





TEA.—Daring the week a fair business, settlements amounting to 850 picals. Choice and Common grades are 
in most demaud. We leave quotations unchanged. Stock 3,500 piculs. 


Common jasc. . he “bs ise Fine et * —* ase * $23 to $25 
Good Common ; * | $10 to #13 | Finest des * aie * ea $27 to $29 


Medium... eee $15 to $17 | Choice ... .. «wc 1731313q53133 
Good Medium ... ... 0... .. eee $19 to $20 Choicest ... 4. cce tes ! Nominal 





J AND BULLION, 





Sterttnc—Bank 4 months’ sight ................ -- 3/9 to3/9} | On SHanoHai—Bank sight.......0........cccccscsscoeee vce 22 
* Bank Bills on demand........................ ae to 3/8§ Private 10 days’ sight... ...... 73 
* Private 4 months’ sight .. ...... 3/9 On N EW Yorxk—Bank Bills on demand... saSbeseeceonees 903 
- J 394 Private 30 days’ sight .. — 91 
Ox Parts—Baak sight .... siden ........ 4. 70 On 8aN Ferancisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 90 
ss Private 6 months’ sight ... isosesvecees 4.83 ——— * — — . 91 
Ox Honexonc—Bank sight .. — 43 rm, Kunsate. ......... — ......... 761 dis. 
F Private 10 days’ sight .. 4 % disct. OLD MEM: oss sectiviesssbaseatesecvescereécoessdedeloctcccccs: * Bom. 
SHIPPING. 


— SHIPPING.—A few charters have heen made of Sugar coasters at private rates. The Telemachus is loadiug 
or London. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
[TRANSLATION] 








NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 


I8 HEREBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 

Engiveer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 8rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yekitei Kioku. 


(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 





———— IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 
with Notification of Daijékwan No. 13, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engiueers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 
on the third Tuesday in every 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 
H. MAYESHIMA 
Chief Superintendent. 
Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


Wo. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 
WRECK NEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 
Bark CHINAMAWN lies eunk in 5 fathoms of 
water 7 miles to the S. 37° W. of the Amherst Rocks. 
The iron masts are at present visible. 
By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 
DAVID M. HENDERSON, 
Engineer-in- Chief. 
Imperial Maritime Customs, 
Engineer’s Office, 
Shanghai, 24th January, 1881. 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. lof the 14th Year Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


KAGENO SIMA | | LIGHTHOUSE. 


ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the lst day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Sunrise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the province of 
Hizen, 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have au arc of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 30’ W. and S. 55° 30’ E. 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 





YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works. 


Tokei, February 3rd, 1881. 





NOTICE TO & MARINERS. 
No. 2 of the Mth Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BLACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE, 
BAY OF YEDO. 


HE GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice: 
that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneda 

shoal, Bay of Yedo, before the erection of the Pile-Light- 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, and 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on the First day of the Seventh month of the 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience 
having proved that-uavigation is now safe without the 





Buoy. 
YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works. 
Tokei, February 22nd, 1881. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
IMPORTANT 


—FOR— 


W/AlT|clH/M 








IMPORTANT 


FOR 


EVERYBODY! 


lr Rodanow Manufacturing Company (Limited— 
Capital $2,000,000), Boston (America), will forward, 
hereafter, even ove single Watch to any part of the world 
at wholesale prices, i.¢., 35 per cent cheaper than any 
watchmaker, as none of them is manufacturing Watches 
himself, but only buying them from here. We call the 
particular attention of every one intending to purchase a 
first-class reliable Watch to our following price list :— 


Key-winding Watches. 
SILVER WATCH. £ 8. 





Crystal glass, seconds hand...........ssesees 0 10 
Hunting case, engraved, highly finished. O 14 
Skeleton movement, extra jewelled, steut 

double cover.........ssceceses iit 4 OO 
GOLD WATCH. 
Jewelled, maintaining power, crystal glass. 1 10 
Half hunter, enamel or gold dial, lever 

CBCAPEMENE .................... cccssscosese 1 16 
Hunting case, superior nickel movement, 

best quality with all the latest improve- 

ments, two gold COVETS ...cccccrccseceee 2 O03 





Keyless Watches 


(Stem-Winders. ) 


The keyless mechanism to a watch is one of the great 
modern improvements in Watch work, it does away with 
the old-fashioned key, with which so.many persons have 
ruined their Watches. The Watch is wound by turning a 
knurled knob, placed ou the handle or bow, instead of by 
the ordinary means ; the hauds are set in the same way. 
The advantages of these improvements are obvious, the 
case, which never need be opened in winding, is made air- 
tight and dust-tight, thus preserving much longer the fluidi- 
ty of the oil, and greatly prolonging the intervals between 

o necessary cleaning of the Watch. 


SILVER KEYLESS WATCH. 


Lever movement, flat, jewelled, crystal £ 5. 
glass ........ 0 17 
Double cover, enamel or ornamented 
WOE GONE axons 1 05 
Superior skeleton movement, extra jew- 
elled, stout double cover .........se.sece0 1 15 
GOLD KEYLESS WATCH. 
Open face, lever escapement, ten jewels... 2 0 
Half hunter, best movement, all latest : 
improvements, fifteen jewels............ 3 00 
Two stout gold covers, chronomete, move- 
ment with centre seconds hands, a 
splendid Watch for presentation ...... 3 15 


GOLD KEYLESS CHRONOMETER. 


Three gold covers, movement of finest 
workmanship, centre seconds hands, re- 
peating hours and quarters....cccoesseee 8 


Digitized by C—O gle 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Imperial Chronometer, showing days, date, 
weeks, and month on dial, repeating 
hours, quarters, aud eighths, three he - 
vy gold covers, warranted for five yeurs, 
and without doubt the best and hand- 
somest Watch in existence.......e.seeees 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1.—All the above Watches cau be had in sinaller size to 
suit for ladies’ wear at the same price, Mon 
initials, armes, etc., engraved on the back of the Watch 
free of charge. 

2.—All our Watches are thoroughly finished and ready 
for immediate use, aud will be sent securely packed in 
morocco case, post free, to any part of the world, together 
with spare mainsprings, glasses, und keys, these being » 
great convenience, as iu mun out-of-the-way places, it is 
almost a matter of impossibility to replace one of those 
articles. 

3.—Every watch is accompanied by a written warranty, 
guaranteeing the regularity aud superiority of its workman- 
ship for three years, during which time no charge will be 
made for repairing if the watch is returned post free. 

4.—All our gold cases are eighteen carat gold ; the 
silver cases are of the best sterling silver. 

5.—Six per cent discount will be allowed on orders for 
six and more Watches. 

6.—All our Watches have compensation balance, which 
renders them equally accurate in either hot or cold 
climate. 

7.—All Watches may be ordered without seconds hand, 
with engraved, plain polished, or engine-turned cases, with. 
out difference of price. 

8.—No orders from abroad fille: unless accompanied by 
a remittance to cover the amount, or a refereuce on a Boston 
house. 

Persons residiug in any part of the world need not 
hesitate to forward their orders to this establishment as 
they may rely upon receiving the exact Watch ordered by 
them, which if not approved, will be exchanged free and 
safe by post, or money refunded. The best means of send- 
ing money is by draft on New York, Paris, or London, 
which can be procured at any banker and everywhere,—or 
enclose the amount in bank-notes, gold coins, or postage 
stamps of any country of the world. All orders, the 





smallest as well as the most important, will receive the 
same particular attention and will be forwarded without 
We respectfully usk for a trial order. 


THE 


Rodanow Manufacturing 
Company, 


5 and 7, Portland Street, Boston, U. S. of America. 


delay. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


SHIMONOSERT STRAITS BUOYS. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 

BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 

which were advertized as having broken adrift from their 
moorings, have been replaced. 





| BY ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 


Benten, 
Yokohama, 17th January, 1881. 


INIVERSITY OF CAIIFORNIZ 
VIVE ' bes \ J] ._ fp) a i] LJ) ry | ; 
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SEVENTH DRAWING. 
CHINESE 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in conformity 
with the stipulation contained in the Bonds of this 
Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be 
paid off at par, on the 28th of February next, when the In- 
terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 
of the Honckone anp SxancHal Bankine CorporatTIon, 
81, Lombard Street, London, E.C., in the presence of 
Grorce Henry Burnett, . Accountant of the said 
Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 


For THE Honaxkone AND SHANGHAI 
Bayxine Corporation, 


(Signed) GEO. H. BURNETT, 
Accountant, 


W. W. VENN, Jun, 
Notary Public, 
2, Pope’s Head Alley, Cornhill, E.C. 
London, 13th December, 1880, 


The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained on ap- 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honexone ann SHANGHAI 
Barxxinc Corroration, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Manager. 
Yokohawa, February 5th, 1881. 


— —— ——— — — — 





Countersigned, 











**Hicuest Awarp & Prix Mepat PHILADELPHIA 
Exutrion, 1876,” 











PReraneD EXPRESSLY FoR THE Patany Kutrs- 
Cizanino Macnines, Ixnpia Russer and Burr 
Laatmex Kurye Boarps. EnIves cCONSTAXTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS $D. EACH; AKD TING, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 AnD 4/- RACH. 





2 


A nunpnmvirronanner. 
» INDIA RUBBER KNIFE BOARDS: 
PRavExTt FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 
Tus xxrre. Oacer’s Wettrnoton Knire Potisx 


SHOULD BE USED WITH HIS Boarps. 





"(NON-MERCURIAL), 
For Creawino ann Pottsnino Sitver, Erectro 
rPLatse, Prare Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. EACH. 





= 


¥% SONS 


MANUFA phe eds? OF : 
as mo i“ 





July, 1879, 
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THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Persons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions wil] dis- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


ae Srzr SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled ‘The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” says, “I 
“ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I was a 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many applicants, 
“to whom I served out a quantity cf Holloway’s Pills. ese are 
“most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an unceniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY'’S OINTMENT. 


Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 


Mrz. J.T. COOPER, 


in his account of his extraordinary travels in Chins, published in 
1871, saye—I had with me a quantity of Hollowsy’s Ointment. I 
“* gave some to the people, and nothing could ex their gratitude; 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
“in upon us, until st last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 
“fowl and —* quantity of peae, and the demand became so great 
“that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock’ 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 

May 17th, 1878. tf, 





— id 


FATHING 


[ FICULT 


STHMA,.. 


fy 


“1B 


FOR| D 


 ) 


RES|... 


/ 


yr ee J A. 
ATULA'| 


Cigars, Cigarettes or Tobacco, also Pastilles and Powder for Inhalation. 


GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 
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And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


Deoember 1880, 
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VUE 


Peso S22" 


H. MacARTHUR, 


SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 


NO. 70, Yokohama, 


(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 
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Avow. H xovsie & Co) = ERG: ls 
' — + A Ss =F 3 
; NDW. KDYSIDE 0. Sox eB: aye 
= 8 —— i eB ha ta am 
Limited. — J = 
— cf OMSe oS 
82, Walbrook, London, ARE Brus 
o|s 
BRITANNIA IRON WORKS, DERBY: = 2 we aes ne 
Manufacture all kinds of Pl 7 
anufacture Inds 0 — he 8 a pales 
a» io 2863 28 
Structural & Ornamental. ——— F my: cd os 
BRIDGES of every description. Girder Bridges. Arch Sm ywelels eae aS 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. * —F — 
| © 
Siac ff? S 
A H. & Oo. make every year for Foreign Oountries some a = 2 
¢ thousands of Tons of Bridges. Os — — Ej 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. acetal = EY 8 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS, «20° - i Ea iz 
TMustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 250 =.5 mitts 
: — — << ee ee 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. — —2 —— 
See Lerge Now Mustrated Catalogues (B. é C.) Be EAR ws So = J se 
—— Sem Sl= S28 2S 
Railings. Baloony Panels. Columns. Column Oapitals. * pi war's 
Gates. Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. 
Lamp-pillars. Lamp-brackets. | Windows. Casements. August 2, 1879. 26780 
Balasters. Newels. Fountains. Drinking Fountains. 
Crestings. Tetminals. Vases. Pedestals. 
Conservatories. Band-Stands. 
SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES MARE. 


12 Shapes and Sizes. 
“Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside'& Co., Limited, 





LONDON. — 

Je— GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. 
J GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. 
Joq⸗ GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. 
1878. 


ae GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 


April, 1880, 






TRADE 





ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE.” 





To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
and Wholesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON, 


Beware of Useless Imitations. 





THE SAFEST MILD 


DINNEFORD’S er 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. 





DINNEFORD & 00,, Chemists 
London, 


REN AND INFANTS, 
AND 3 FOR REGULAR USE 
IN WARM CLIMATES. 


FLUID 


MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 


the World. 


NB. ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


April 10, 1880 
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CROSSE & BLACKWELL’S 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 


Hine Frise Medals, Poris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 

TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 

POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERBINGS A LA SARDINR, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 

PREPARED SOUPS, IN 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 


CAUTION. 
thay aaa oontae of refilling the bottles or jars 
be destroyed when empty. 
Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at a of articles of inferior 


48 bear the Crosse ¢ Blackwell 
sae i tenors Mat 
give and Tins. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
BOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 


Jaly, 1878. 


— — — —— — — 
— — — —— — — 
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at we Baer — — ates 
* “3. & E. A‘ KINSON’S® RF 
PERFUMERY, 7 


eelebratcd for nearly a centary peat, ie of the very —— 
manulacture. For its purity and great excellence it 
obtained the fullo 


EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 


LONDON, 1868. PARIS. 18.7 7. CORDOVA, 1872. LIMA, 1872. 
VIENNA. 167K otf LADELPUIA, 1876. 


ff GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR. € 
THE HANDKERCHIEF. 
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| ; ey Slab, t, Trevol,: ‘ 
4 Magnolia. Jasmin, Wocd Fiolet, Coid Xodal — 
and all other ojourx, ? the finest guali:y on! * 


InsSovs FLORIDA WATER, 


f ATKINSON'S QUININE HAIR LOTION, 
— 


pe | ee 


prada oxpacaraorderty ekin to a healthy 
end promotes the growth of the bair. 


: ATKINSON’S 
4 ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 
a powertal Perfame distilled frem the finest flowers, 

ATKINSOM'S WHSTE ROSE TOILET VINEBAR, . 
eet — — 


: and other Specialities and general articles of Perfumery — 
⁊ 
J- & EZ. vA NBOR, 

24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 
PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. 
CAUTION.—Mesers. J. K E ATKINSON manufactere @ 
tects erties of one ond the bent guntiy only. Purchasers ere V 
 6@antioned to avoid counterfeits that each article IX 
t is labelled’ with the firm's Trad Mork, a“ Rose" cna & 
os “ Golden L A 
ves ' ESTABLISHED 1790. oa 


‘ STN" What a rh ia aS. — — — i rs — — — dudes 
— : . , >. >». , 4 : — 


Salen ha] 


J ee 
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NOTICE 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & GO. |e COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {7° 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 


MANCHESTER, 
BINGUIBAND. 


CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND 


EXPORTERS 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MAOHINERY. 


May 4, 1878. 


O* and after this date, the following prices will be 
charged :— 


BOARD ....... 0 cacccececccsccscesces per month $25.00 
‘Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, and cvery comfort guaranteed 


Wx. CURTIS. 
Yokohamn, November 9th, 1880. 








THE BEST ——— FOR INDIGESTION. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which ts 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the ‘‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“* Norton’s Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in thar operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony lo the benchits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles at 1s. 14d., 2s. Od., and 11s. cach, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 





CAUTION. 


Be sure and ask for“ NORTON’S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an tmitation. 





November 11th, 1878. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
——ñ⸗ AXD — — BANKING CORPORA. 













MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES, 


aud all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one need be troubled by those pests. 


It Aa fr clean in application. 


Parp-up CaPITaL ... «.-- «» ++ $5,000,000, 
Reserve Fonp... ... --- «+» «+» $1,800,000. 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
airman— McIver, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—H. L. DatRympie Esgq., 


Adolf André, . E. R. Belilios, Esq., EH de C. Forbes, Eeq:, 
H. Hoppius, Eaq., Hon. W. Keswick. F. D. Sassoon, Esq., 


W.S. Young, Keq., 








- for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 


POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in — 
giving satisfaction. Chief Manager—THos Jackson, Esq. 
SoLp By aLL Cuemists IN Borruxs, 1/- & 2/6 each. NDON “COMMITTEE. 


A. H. Phillpots, Esq:, 








E: F. Duncanson, * 
—* Manager —Davip : LEAN ° » ag, : 
A PQRELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in Bankers—LONDON AND OOUNTY BANK. 
appearance and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method — 
of administering the only certaiu remedy for INTESTINAL SHANGHAI. 


Manager—Ewen Osmnnon, Eagq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENOIES. 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current. Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances. 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
9° oe sf 99 Bi oe 4. ° 
hd 9 o° ee 9” °° Bd 


or THREAD WORMS. It isa perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL, 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
a me ia it sit but my duty to inform af the 
— sale I have for sean Wark ablets, which I, * — 
ion. 


say is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 


brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 ; 
— long, I dare not. be without the remedy.—Yours respect- Locat Brits DiscounrEp. 
7 Oredita granted on approved Securities, and every description 
, M.A. WALKER. | ot Banking and so basinets transacted, ‘ . 


Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
ia, A i i Circular Notes 


India, China and Japan, and 


ustralia, 
issued for the use of Travel JOHN WAL 
Yokohama, 26th February, 1881. _e : = 


Dhe “ Japan Sail,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


ESTABLISHED, 1865. 


Sotp mm Bortes, sy aLt CHEMists AND DruGcists. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy bave been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. : 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 


* BRANDED 
BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.” 


TIN PLATES, 


66 9 
BRANDED FPS IB” “WitpEN,”’ “UNICORN,” 
“ARLEY @,” “STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Coli Rolled 
Jand Close Annealed. : 














TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprrion. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


FORTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers via 
aaa Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, 


Tae Japan Darty Matt is published every morning (Sundays ex 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of al 
Shipping, Passenger liste, Cargoes, Vessels on the Berth ane 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Also the latest Telegrame. Japanes 
news, Reporte of Trials in the Courta of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies. and all matters of intereat to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of all classes of the.community. It therefore 
affords exceptional ndvertising advantages, and secures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C- 


AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 





April, 1880. Divo sci cinioenins side winds a Street, 30, Cornhill. 
——" — — ie ates, Hendy, & Co.. 4, Old Jewry. 
TRE HIOGO NEWS.” — A. Wind, 138, Nasean Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, a era ersecsrece scenes em & Co. 
aa > ERROR EE. ceca ina and Japan Tradi * 
(Sundays excepted). H10Go & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. — 
——— cc Gecssaisccecces China & Japan Trading Co. 


OBSCRIPTION §24 per Annum, payable half-yearly 


in advance. Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertisements 


Terms for Advertising can be obtained at —— these papers. 


“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE, 
Yokohama, February 12, 1874, tf 











_ Printed and published for the Proprietor, by the Manaver 
A. HerBert Biackwet, at the ‘Japan Mail” Office, 16 
Bund, Yokohama. 
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London, February 7th.—It is rumored that Sir William 
Harcourt will make a statement about Davitt to-day, to the 
effect that Davitt was uot arrrested on account anything in 
connection with the Land League, but because of n grave 
suspicion of the Government that ho was connected with a 
new movement looking toward the employment of physical 
force for the establishment of the complete independence 
of Ireland. Mr. Eyan left London, yesterday, for Paris, 
with a portion of the Land League ‘Treasury. Puarnell’s 
presence in the French Cupital, as co-trustee of the fund, 
beiug also necessary, he went to Paris. 

Loudon, February 7th.—It is understood that a careful 
examination of Davitt will be made, in consequence of 
statements with regard to his health. 

Dublin, February 7th.— Although terrorism is andiminish- 
ed in the west and south of Ireland, there isn decided 
improvement in other parts of the country. 

The Government is prepared to defeat the Fenian 
schemes. 

Many teuants are now paying rents, although heretofore 
refusing. 

Parnell has gone to Paris, 
fands. 

Large meetings were held yesterday. 

London, February 7th.—Richurd Graves McDonnell, 
successively Governor of South Australin, Nova Scotia, and 
Hongkong, is dead. 

St. Petersburg, February 7th.—The war party in Peking 
collapsed on receiving intelligence of the capture of 
Geok-Tepe. 

London, February 7th.—The shouting affray between 
Edinburgh policemen and robbers had no political signifi- 
cance. 

London, February 7th.—Twelve men are imprisoned, and 
probably have perished, by a colliery explosion in Whitfield, 
near Chall, Staffordshire. The pit is burning yet. °. 

London, February 7th.—Seventeen persons perished in 
the Whitfield colliery explosion. 

London, February 7th.—More Lancashire miners have 
struck fur wages. Many thousands are now out of work. 
The weather is severe, colder and stormy. 

Berliz, February 7th.—Evideutly the Powers have 
agreed on a policy for compromise between Turkey and 
Greece. 

Dablin, February 6th.— Most of tho Land League meet- 
ings aunuounced for Sunday are prohibited. 

A report from a trustworthy source is that Davitt will 
be released, on conditions that he will not return to Jre- 
land. Davitt has been taken to the Portlaud prison. 

London, February 6th.—A large demonstration was 
made in Trafalgar Bauace ou Sunday by the Radical Clut 
protesting against coercion. 

The premium on the overdue steamer Batavia has been 
raised from 5 to 7, 

Natal, Fobruary 5th.—A despatch states that the Wak- 
kerstroom garrison is holding out well. They made a 
sortie, capturing many stores. The gxrrisous of Pretona, 
Lydenburg and Rustenburg are well »rovisioned., 

Omaha, February 6th—The heavost snow storm that 
has visited Nebraska has been prevailing all day, the snow 
haviug fallen to a depth of 6 or 8 inches on a bed of packed 
sleet 2 or 3 inches deep, which fell yesterday. The snow 
is very heavy with water, but farther west it is dryer and 
lighter, aud is drifting some. It is snowing from Omaha 
to Cheyenne, and further west, and the wind is blowing 
Strong. Telegraphic communication is nlmost cutirely cut 
off, the only Eastern outlet being by way of Cheyenne, 
Denver and St. Louis. ‘The entitle men entertain preat 
— about their cattle, which have already suffered a great 

eal. 

All the trains came in and departed nearly on time to-day. 

New York, February 6th.—'The police report an attempt 
to blow upthe Sound steamer Bridgeport. Two barrels of 
nitro-glycerine cartridges were Shipped. The carriers had 
no bill of lading, and, acting suspiciously, the clerk knocked 
out tho head of one barrel. LHe was surprised to find it 
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filled with cartridyes, and more surprised that there was not 
an explosion. ‘The cartridges were sent down the bay. 
New Orleans, February 6th.—The front of E. O. Palmer 
& Co.’s paper and printers’ warehouse, 98 and 95 Camp 
street, wax destroyed by an explosion to-night. The windows 
were blown entirely across the street and the building fired. 
The cause and extent of the explosion is unknown. The 
explosion was appurently the work of inexperienced burglars. 
The safe aud vault doors were blown open. The concussion 
was 80 great that it completely wrecked three front windows 
of the second floor and opened all the doors of the building, 
seattering the glass aud splintering the woodwork. A 
number of windows opposite were bruken. No damago 
resulted from the flames. 


Philndelphia, February 6th—The widow of Richard 
Realf, who committed suicide in San Francisco, bas filed 
her declaration in a suit against J. B. Lippincott & Co. for 
$20,000 damages for defamation of character, 


Sou Marcial, February 6th.—It is reported from Fort 
Craig that 300 Navajoes are on the warpath, but only a 
few bands of renegades have painted. A scout from the 
Black Range says the mountaius are full of Indians. 


Albuquerque, ‘February 6th.—The Sheriff's posse this 
evening brought in Faustino Gateiro, another of the gang 
who murdered Colonel Potter. Ho will be taken out, un- 
der a strong guard, to point out the place of concealment of 
Leiber and the others implicated. 

Cleveland, February 6th.—The Cleveland Rolling Mill 
Company, Union Steel Screw Company, and upward of 
forty other companies, firms and individuals prominently 
identified with the iron interests, have signed a memorial 
to be forwarded to Garficld, setting forth that the late 
decisions of the Secretary of the Treasury are affecting 
seriously, if not utterly destroyiug, the manufactare of 
hoop-iron in the United States, and other decisions now 
pending, as to duty on tank and plate-iron, of like import- 
ance. 

City of Mexico, January 30th, via Havana, February 
6th.—The ecclesiastic authorities of Michoacan have ex- 
communicated the Governer and all the officials, ou account 
of the establishment of n Protestant church. 

Three handred Indians from New Mexico have invaded 
Chihuahua, and are spreading a panic among the settle- 
nents, 

Galveston, February 6th.—The north-bound express was 
wrecked nine miles north of Hempstead, on the Teasx 
Central R. R. yesterday evening. The engine fell through 
Cedar Creek bridge, throwing the express, two b 
and two passenger coaches down a fifteen-foot embaukmenf, 
bottom upwards, The sleepers kept the track. The 
Strukosch and Hess English Opera troupe were among the 
passongers. Eighteen persons were injared. ‘The most serious 
are Conductor Lettig, side and hip ; Rose Marion, chorus 
singer, thrown through the window and badly cut ; one of 
the coronet players, broken arm ; Levy, New York, brokeu 
nose. Tho injured people have been sent to Houston, 

New Orleans, February Sth.—Au easterly gale, which 
set iu yesterday, coutinued during the night, and this aſter- 
noon the wind varied frequently, obtaining a velocity of 52 
miles per hour. The Julia street fire-tower fell, crushing 
the roofs of abjeining buildings to the east and southeast. 
The gale coutinued twenty-four hours, carrying the 
waters of the gulf over the lowlands, Along the New 
Orleans and Mobile Railroad track between Michon and 
Lovkout station the lands are submerged, and several miles 
of track washed out. No trains have gone over the road 
since 2 o'clock this morning. A freight train is reported 
wrecked between Michon aud Chef Menteur. The wires 
are nearly all down. : 

London, February 5th.—The King of the Ashantees has 
declared war avainst England. Stores and ammunition 
have been ordered to Cupe Coast frou Madeira, The War 
Office held a special council to-day, aud it was decile! to 
tuke immedinte and effective measures to protect the British 
settlements on the west coast of Africa. Itseems the King 
of the Ashantecs sent a special Ambassador to Cipe Coast 
Castle, demanding of the Governor the surrender of one 
Gain, a refugee chief of the Ashantee tribe. The Goveruor 


2 — 





wa SS Se, 
—————— — — 


i and the King at once declared hostilities. ‘The 
— applied to fi —— — — for re- 
j ts, which are being pushed forward. 

a PN Feb. Sth._Thonas Carlyla died at half-past 
eight this morning. From last evening until his death, 
Curlyle was unconscious. His respiration was extremely 
feeble, and the heart’s action barely perceptible. He 
suffered no pain the last thirty-six hours. His niece WAS 
with him to the lass. It " — Carlylo will be 
in the church-yard at his birthplace. 
— Carlyle a born at Ecclefechan, Dumfrieshire, 
Scotland, in 1795. He graduated at the University of Edin- 
burgh, aud was destined by his futher, “ and by his father’s 
minister,” to be a minister of the King of Scotland. What 
changed his future is best told by himself: “ Afier ar- 
riving at man’s estate, I began to doubt whether I faucied 
the doctrines of my father's kirk, and as it was needful I 
should settle it, I entered my chamber and closed the door. 
He continues to tell how he wrestled with the phantoms 
of doubt, fear, unbelief, mockery and scuffing which came 
trooping up from an abyamal depth of perdition, Thus it 
was for weeks, but whether he ate or drank or slept, “I 
kuow uot,” he says, “but Ido know that when I came 
forth it was with the direful persuasion that I was the 
miserable owner of a diabolical arrangement called a 
stomach.” This was when he contracted a chronic 
dyspepsia, which was with him through life, hastened his 
eath, and tinotured more or less all his writings. Having 
resolved that he was not destined for the ministry, le de- 
voted himself to the writing of books. He wrote a life of 
Schiller in 1824, aud then translated Goethe's “ Wilhelm 
Melster” ; in 1833-4 was published his “ Sartor Resartus ”; 
in 1837 he wrote “The French Revolution—a History »; 
in 1840 he delivered his lectures on “ Hero Worship.” 
Following these came “Oliver Cronwell,” ‘Life of 
John Stirling,” and bis “Life of Frederick the Great.” 
In 1865 he was elected rector of Edinburgh Uni- 
versity. Sinoe 1872 he has resided in Chelsea, in the 
house where he died. Perhaps a just estimate of Carlylo's 
work as a historian and philosopher is given by one of his 
critics, when he said “he writes not from conviction but 
from temperament.” He wrote best, and, it might be said, 
Only as an oppouent. What all the world hated he gene- 
rally admired and took pleasure in defending; anything that 
other people sought after he mocked and derided. At times 
he was eloquent beyond all other writers, and often he was 
diffuse and eutangled. There must have been something 
peculiar in the mental constitution of a mas who saw much 
to admire.in Dauton and Mirabeau, and declared that “ all 
talk about the improvement of the present ago, the march 
of iutelloct and progress of the species, is evidence of an un- 
healthy state and the precursor of still worse health.” 


~ Chicago, Feb. 4th.—Advices from Panama of January 
25th say ; “ Lima «dates to the 18th instaut are exceedingly 
meagre. A few skirmishes are reported as favorable to the 
Peruvians. The battle of Verragas seems to have been 
the most important of these in its results ; 1,500 Chileans 
and 900 Peruvians being the losses. The battle of San 
Bartolome is described as a formal combat. Four thousand 
Chileans attacked the advanced post, which was situntedd 
on an elevated plateau, defended by only 150 men. These 
resisted the attack for about an hour anda half, and were 
about retiring, when Pierola appeared at the hend of the 
Pervian division, which immediately occupied the position, 
and, after a well-resisted fight, drove the Chileaus from 
the field. The loss is not stated. 

London, Febraary 4th.—After a vote suspending Hom 
Rulers, Gladstone rose to move his resolution to prevent 
obstruction, when O'Donnell moved that Gladstone be nat 
heard. O'Donnell was immediately named, and Gladstone 
moved his suspeusion, which was carried, 311 to 1, and be 
Was removei. 

A motion for adjournment was defeated, 371 to 28. 

The first amendment of Northcote having been added to 
the original resolution, it was agreed to. Northoute’s se- 
cond amendment, that a majority decide the question of 


urgency must consist of not less than 400 members, was 
rejected. 


Gladatone’s resolution, 
Gladstone moved a bill 
10 Ireland. 


Gladstone referred to the uretrievable waste of time since 


as amended, was then agreed to. 
for protection of life and property 
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the commencement of the session, and then moved hig 
resolution. He said he was willing to necept certain sug. 
gestions from the Opposition. ‘Ihe only way of meeting 
obstruction was to givo the Houso enlarged powers to 
check it. He earnestly appenled to the members to sup- 
port the Government and rally to a performance of the 
great duty, and not let the House degenerate into a laugh- 
ing-stock of the world. 

Ie was woved as an addition to Gladstone's resolution 
that a Minister shall declare any motion urgent. 

Northcote assented, aud the amendment as an amend- 
ment was withdrawu and moved by Sir William Harcourt 
as an addition to the resolution. 

Mitchell Heury said the resolution would go forth to 
Ireland and to Europe as an unfair advantage over the ex- 
pelled Home Rulers. ; 

London, February 4th—The principal alterations in 
Gladstone’s resolution, as finally adopted by the House of 
Commons, are that the motion for urgency must be made 
hy a Minister, who must state his reasons, an! thata 
majority vote for urgency must consist of three to oue in 
the House of at least 8300 members. 

Most extraordinary precautions were taken in the House, 
last wight. Almost every door leading into the lobbies and 
corridors were watched by detectives. Forster's office, 
the Speaker's house, and Gladstone’s private residence, 
were guarded by the police. The lobby was cleared from 
an early hour, and strangers were not allowed to euter for 
several hours. : 

The only English members of the House of Commons 
who voted against Dillon’s suspeusion were Cowan, Radical 
and Home Ruler, and Labouchere, Advanced Liberal. They 
also voted agninst Parnell’s suspension, bat not against 
Finnegan. The six members who voted against suspension 
among the twenty-eight Home Rulers, refusing to go out 
on a division of the House, were Callan (Liberal), Cowan, 
Labouchere, MacDonald (Liberal), MacFarlane (Home 
Ruler), and Sir Joseph McKenna (Home Raler). 

Bradlaugh moved the rejection of, the bill, because he 
said there is no certainty that the House of Lords will and 
prove the Land Bill as readily as they will the coerciod 
measures, 

The Home Rulers expelled from the House yesterday, 
held a meeting last night, at which they. decided to issue a 
manifesto to the Irish people, denounciug the conduct of 
the House, but advising the people to keep within the lines 
of the Constitutional Act. 

In expectation that the Home Rulers wight carry resist- 
ance to the extreme, yesterday, 185 policemen were 
stationed in the vicinity of the Commons. 

Dublin, February 3rd.—Davitt is arrested, and the 
Custle authorities declare his ticket-of leave forfeited. 
There is intense excitement all over Irelaud at the news. 
The Government by this act las thrown off its disguise, 
and givesall whom it may concern to know that it will 
inake open war on the Land League or any other organiza- 
tion through which the Irish people may declare ita will. 
Grent crowds gathered around the newspaper offices, dis- 
cussing the act and speculating as to the next step the 
Government will probably take. 

Dutlin, February 4th—The news of the arrest of 
Michael Davitt spread through the provinces with amazing 


— Mauy indignatim meetings have already been 
veld. 


Dublin, Febraary 4th.—Michael Davitt was arrested for 
not reporting himself to the police. Immediately after his 
arrest, Eagan, Brennan and Dillon, of the Laud League, 
went to the Castle and sonvht to havenn interview, but the 
police informed then that he was not there. The detectives, 
on arresting Davitt, drove to Kingston, where the prisoner 
was placed on board the mail steamer for London. Eagan, 
Brennan and othera went to Kingston to see him before the 
Steamer sailed, but the police refuse! them admitiauee and 
would allow no one to see the prisoner except the doctor, 
who advised him to go to the hospital as svon as ho arrived 
in the prison, as be was threatened with lung trouble. Eagan 
and Brennan subsequently sneceeded in obtaining au inter- 
view with Davitt, who was in good spirits. He expects to 
go before a magistrate in Bow xtrect to-day and thence bo 
conveyed to the convict prison at Dartmoor, 

Dublin, February 4th.—Meetings to denounce the Go- 
Veroment will be held in many places ou Sunday uoxt, but 
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there is generally an absence of excitement. A number of 
arrests, especially among members of the League, are ex- 
pected directly after tho Coercion bill has passed the House 
of Commons. 

London, February 4th. —Iu the House of Commons to- 
day the Speaker, on taking the Chuir, read a statement 
that he would exercise the authority entrusted to him with 
circumspection, so as to ensure freedom of debate and that 
he would lay the rules the House. Menuwhile he will 
make a rule, the practical effect of which will be to prevent 
a member who is dissatisfied with an auswer toa question 
woviug an adjournment of the House. 

Forster ruse at 5 o'clock p.m., amid cheers, to move a 
second reading of the Protection bill. 

London, February 4th.—A manifesto to the Irish people 
was published yesterday, sigued by Parnell ou behalf of the 
Irish members, and addressed to the Irish race at home and 
abroad. 

Dillon goes to Ireland immediately. 

Davitt, on reaching Bow-street Court, was at once taken 
before the Chief Magistrate. ‘Ihe proceedings are private 
but officially announced. Davitt was ordered to fiuish the 
remainder of his sentence of penal servitude. He was re- 
moved from Bow street under an escort. 

New York, February 4th.—The Herald says: As the 
plan for sending an expedition to the aid of the Jeannette 
is so rapidly crystalizing, and Congress is like to complete 
the necessary legislation for carrying it out immediately, 
it may not be amiss to suggest the necessity of care in the 
selection of the relief ship. On this subject no one probably 
has more carefully reflected than Lieutenant Payer of the 
Austriau Arctic expedition, who recommends vessels of not 
more than three hundred tons as the best suited for all 
Polar work. In chovsing the ship now to go in search 
of the Jeannette the possibility of her detention oue 
or two Winters in the Arctic ought not to be overlooked, 
and, consequently, the importance of the making her com- 
fortable as well as safe, “since a ship in the Arctic Sea 
ceases for a term of years to be a ship, and becomes, iu fact, 
a house,” says Lieut. Payer, the principle of bestowing on 
those, who are for a time, banished, the greatest possible 
amount of comfort should be kept iu view when she 
is being fitted out. The Government steamer Wachussett 
would, no doubt, admirably fulfill this condition, and perhaps 
other naval vessels could be found that would serve every 
purpose of the relief expedition. It is not clear that a 
steam whaling ship would do so well, as whaling vessels 
are uot built with a view to wintering with a large crew in 
high Polar latitudes, as the relief vessel now to be despatched 
may be compelled to do; and though exceptionally strong, 
their adaptability for Polar expedition service is apparently 
not so well proved as that of an ordinary merchant ship. 
There can be no objection to choosing a good merchant 
steam vessel, which, by strengthening, cau be made both 
stout and comfortable. But, whatever selection is made, it 
may be proper to suggest at once that she should be suitable 
fora two years’ cruise in the roughest ice, and combine 
accommodation for the maximuin comfort of the crew which 
is practicable, and room for scientific work on board. 

San Francisco, February 8rd.—The one topic of im- 
mediate and personal interest to every Culifornian is the 
flood on the Sacramento and its tributaries. This is a ve 
remarkable seasou of heavy rains and consequent hig 
water, such as has not been known for many years, and 
may not be scen again by the present generation, The 
unusually full telegrams published in this issue give a con- 
nected and vivid picture of the scenes along the Sacra- 
mento, on the Tule islands, and at threatened points on the 
Yuba, Bear, Feather and other rivers. 

Yet, no language can fitly describe the mingled gloom, 
terror and sublimity of the tangled currents and wild eddies 
of yellow aud stormy floods which ronr nlong the river 
channels, pile them full to the very brink, fret against the 
barriers, and tug, as with giant hands, at trembling levees and 
lonely islands. Here, perhaps, alevee crumbles intoruin ander 
the wave's continual efforts, and some poor wan loses his 
crop or bit of orchard. When these losses are fuoted up it 
nay not be more than a few thousand dollars, but it will 
mean the all of some hopeful toiler and faithful citizen. 
Then, about some island whose levees still hold, though 
feebly, the hapless people are toiling through mud and rain, 


barriors against the mountain floods and the sen-like rivers 
which sweep about their fertile domain. Scenes such as 
these cannot but be occurring over and over again aloug 
the great interior valley, and the thoughts of thousands go 
out towards the toilers, hoping for their viotory, 

In other cases there has been warning given along the 
Sacramento Valley by messages from the mountains, bat 
the present flood was a surprise to overy one. The heavy 
rains led most people to expect some high water, but na 
one realized how deep and extensive were (he snow tracts 
iu the upper Sierra region. From the results already 
manifested, the accumulations of snow in mountain ravines 
must have been enormous. ‘This was the source of the 
trouble, for the warm rains begiuving last week Thursday 
brought this snow down in great waves of water. These 
conditions prevailed generally, and to au extent never be- 
fore known. Heretofore, in most cases, the suow-slides 
came at different times on differeut rivers, so that the 
resultant freshets did not quite harmonize. But now the 
rain. has continued long enough to bring each tributary 
stream and rivulet to the condition of a raging torreut, 
each adding its quota to the majestic floods which are 
kuocking at the gates of Marysville, and testing the mag- 
sive levees of Sacramento. 

Nor is the injury already done by this storm confined to 
the Sacramento Valley, for the Northern Coast will 
have many sad accounts of loss and desolation when com- 
munications are re-established with Triaity, Humboldt and 
Mendocino, The creeks and rivers of the Coast Range may 
be said to bein a state of insubordination, and all manner of 
lesser incidents, both grave and gay, will soon begin to crowd 
the columns of interior journals, Railroads, as usual, have 
suffered extensively. Sections of track on exposed hill- 
sides have been swept away by cloud-burste, or torrents 
rushing down the narrow canyons, or have beeu overwhelm- 
ed by Jund-slides—perhaps the greatest danger of all. 
Bridges and culverts in many places are gone, Telegraph 
wires are tangled up in inextricable confusion. The South 
Coast Narrow-gauge, through the Sauta Croz Mountains 
has suffered severely, and tho line from Santa Cruz to 
Watsonville is badly washed out. The same is true of the 
railroads north of this city. Great activity is being shown 
by the officials iu coping with the difficulties of the occa- 
sion. 

It is at present impossible to estimate the loss which this 
storm has already iuflicted upon the agricultural and other 
interests of the State. The floods may rise higher; may 
break more levees, and engulf, more islauds, in which case 
the loss will be proportionately {noreaeed. Overflowed 
grain fields, ruined orchards, and drowned cattle, sheep 
and hogs, are a kind of losses rather difficult to figure 
upon until the waters subside. There escoms to be 
so far but one or two fatal accidents, though, as 
communications are established, more may be re- 
ported. As matters now stand, the threatened districts 
preseut all the interest which surround: a battle-field. 
Human skill and tenacity are pitted agaiust the forces of 
nature, and the limits of successful warfare are narrow 
indeed. All that man can do will be done ; of that let us 
be certain, If families are made homeless aud destitute b 
this flood in the Sacramento Valley, the sanitary spirit w 
waken, as of old, in the hearts of Californians, aod all that 
money can buy or warm hearts give, will be forthooming, 
in swift, measureless sympathy. ; 

Washington, February Srd.—To-day’s National Repub- 
lican printed an editorial, understood to have been written 
by George C. Gorham, insisting that the Chinese Imai- 
gration Treaty should be amended, as the Burlingame Trea- 
ty was by the Sennte in 1868, by the addition of a clause 
expressly excluding Chinese from the privileges of natural- 
ization, The writer argues that “ ‘Che most favored na- 
tion” clause is applicable not only to rights and privileges 
accorded to subjects of the most favored nations by treaty 
stipulations, but also to the rights aud privileges accorded 
to them by our laws. He therefore, contends that the 
amendment of 1868 was indispensable to prevent Chinese 
nataralization under the Burlingame treaty, and is equally 
necessary uow, aud contiuues as follows: “ Some say that 
n treaty could not confer the right, but that it could only 
engage our Government to supply the laws to meet the 
case, but treaties are equal to laws, aud a treaty agreement 


working with dumb and fierce evervy, to upbuild stronger to extend a given law to subjects of a nation might suffice 
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to confer the desired privilege. We should be sorry, in- 
deed, to sec any fuilure of the treaty. It is of great value, 
and was negotiated with much skill and dispatch ; but it 
would be far better that it be lost than that our courts be 
thrown open to tho naturalization of the Chinese, who have 
no vocabulary in which to so much as think of republican 
liberty, and who will never sympathize with our political 
morals or intellectual standards. We hope the amendment 
of 1868 will be made to the pending treaty.” 

This editorial has attracted a good deal of attention, and 
in connection with tho similar position tnken by a large 
party in the California Legislature, towards which the Pa- 
cific Coast Democratic Senators seem to be strongly inclin- 
ed. It is likely to exert a considerable influence upon the 
Senate’s decision of the question whether the treaty should 
or should not bo rectified without amendment. ‘To-day has 
been fixed for consideration of the treatics. ; 

If however they do not come up this week final action 
upon them may be confidently, expected next week. 


Kiug Kalakaua has been entertained right royally by 
our social lions since his re-entry into San Francisco 
society, and can hardly feel otherwise than pleased at the 
marks of esteem that he is everywhere receiving. That 
his.Majesty had a right to expect an ovation, his previous 
visit assured him, still be must have been unprepared for 
the very generous outpouring of hospitality that has greeted 
him. This lionizing is not so much the outcome of a desire 
to honor the rank of the royal visitor, as au admiration of 
him who has done so much in one short reign towards the 
social and political advancement of his people; a people 
whom he found, on coming into his heritage, to be very far 
down in the scale of nations. That the raler of the Sand- 
wich islands is to-day féted the world over, is an all-suffi- 
cient argument as to the success of his earnest efforts ; hence 
these tokens of respect. 

The week that has passed bas been one continual whirl 
of excitement, and the tax put upon the visitor's strength 
must have been immense. 


Darban, January 31lst.—The losses of the Boers are 
estimated at 500 killed and wounded. It is reported that 
the Bocr Commandant was killed. The position held by 
the Boers was a very strong one. 

Loudon, January 31st.—It is not considered necessary to 
send any more troops to the Cape at present. 


London, January 3lst.—The Times announces that Tho- 
mas Carlyle is seriously ill. The News reports that his 
illness is dangerous. 

London, January, 31st.—Colliers at over eight mines in 
North Staffordshire give notice for an advance of wages. 

London, January 3lst.—A conference of English authors 
and publishers will be immediately summoned to express 
their opivion on the American proposal to International 
copyright, with British amendments. 





PARTY IN HONOUR OF KING KALAKADA. 


In addition to the attractions of an unusually brilliant 
season, the advent of King Kalakana has made the past 
week particularly lively in society circles. The old style 
of large receptiens is somewhat neglected this Winter, and 
instead we are called upon to chronicle innumerable musi- 
cales, “ Mother Goose ” parties, kettledrums and receptions, 
combined private masquerades, teas, germnus, and other 
novelties. These innovations aro apparently giving antis- 
faction among society peuple, aud the universal opinion is 
that the past season has been the most brilliant, social and 
enjoyable, ever exporienced on this coast, Below will be 
found a full record of the doings of the week just ended : 


THE RECEPTION AT THE PALACE. 


His Majesty, King Kalakaua of the Hawaian Islands 
has the good taste to confess a wenkness for the society of 
the fair sex, and has frequently intimated a desire to attend 
a dancing party where ho wight witness the subtle motions 
of the waltz to his heart’s content, Indeed, 2 select bal! 
in tho metropolis of the Pacife is a sight calculated to fill 
with emotions one even more accustomed to the terpsichorcan 
revels of the elite of San Francisco than is his Majesty of 
Suuny Hawaii. Agreeable to his expressed wish, and 
that his last evening in California might to filled | with 
pleasant memories, the ladies of the Palace Hotel determin- 
ed to tender to the jolly monarch a reception in the parlors 
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of the hotel, ere he departed upon bis tedious ocean voyage 
to the Flowery Kingdom. Gigantic efforts were put forth 
by the ladics, and everything done that could add one tota 
to the perfection of detail or brillianey of the whole fete. 
Last evening the auspicious event transpired, and a grander 
reception it has seldom, if ever, been allotted toa Sau 
Franciscan to witness. The ladies of the Invitation and 
Reception Committees may rest satisfied with their well- 
earned laurels. The arrangements were simply perfect ; 
the list of guests was tnken from the creme de la creme of 
our society, and the judgment of the delighted guests was 
& unanimous verdict of praise The most wonderful 
circumstance in connection with last evening’s affair was 
the astonishing rapidity with which the whole had been 
elaborated since the inception scarce one short week ago, 
and adds one more to the honors of the Committees. 

The cards of invitation were engraved in script, on a 
heavy card, four by five and « quarter inches and read as 
follows : | 

The Ladies of the Palace Hotel 
request the pleasure of your company 
Monday evening, February seventh, 

at eight o'clock, 
To meet His Majesty King Kalakaua, 
R.S.V.P. Palace Hotel parlors. 


ARRIVAL OF THE GUESTS. 

The guests began to arrived by nine o'clock, and were 
received by the Indies of the Reception Committee, of 
whom Mrs. Newlands was unfortunately and unavoidably 
absent. The Commitee present were Mrs. Lugsdin, 
Mrs. John S. Hager, Mr., W. H. L. Barnes, Mrs. 
Henry Schmiedell aud Mrs. Kiusey. The guest were all 
in full evening dress, the toilets displayed by the ladies 
being the most brilliant ever worn at a reception in Sau 
Fraucisco. Among the gentlemen a number of military 
and naval uniforms, with here and there one of the Diplo- 
matic Service, served to break the monotony of sombre 
black dress suits, and added much to the general gorgeous 
effect. That -none but the elect might obtaiu entrance 
within the scared-precincts of the reception saluns, a pretty 
arrangement of pink was placed as a barrier at euch side 
of the great corridor in front of the parlors. The entrances 
were guarded by dusky Cerberuses, in white neckties and 
dress suits, who were prepared to visit fearful punishments, 
upon he who shoald attempt to pass aid had not the 
magic “ open sesame.” The band discoursed soft strains 
of melody, which were wafted through the corridors and 
were surreptitiously enjoyed by a scarcely lesa brilliant 
throng of Palace Hotel habitues. To adequately describe 
the magic scene enncted in the great white salons would 
be task a task beyond the skill of reportorial pencil. 
Suffice it to say that all that rich farniture, costly bang- 
ings, rare paintings and floods of warm light could do to 
euhance the brilliant tableaux were lavishly displayed. . 
The parlors are three in number, the larger being in the 
centre, flanked on either hand by the smaller. 

The reception will long be remembered by the fortunate 
guests who were permitted to witness this, one of the 
grandest social events in the history of the city. The 
major portion of the gueste had all assembled before the 
advent of tho roynl cortege, the arrival of which had beeu 
delayed until half-past ten o’clock, at which hour the an- 
nouncement of the arrival of the King was made. A flutter 
of excitement was visible, a whispered “here he comes” 
was passed through the parlors, and’ each couple took their 
stand to receive His Majesty. Precisely at half-past ten 
King Kalakaua entered the parlors, accompanied by Colonel 
Judd, his Chamberlain, Major Mc-Farlane, of his staff, and 
Sir Claus Spreckels, and was presented tu the ladies of the 
Reception Committee by Mr. George W. Smith, the chicf 
clerk of the Palace. After being introduced to any of the 
ladies present, and chatting pleasantly with all, the King 
took his stand in front of the raised dais, upon tho left 
hand, as the purtals were entered, and was introduced to 
General Barnes and staff, General McComb and staff, and 
the remainder of the guests. ‘The King was attired in 
pluin evening dress, those of his suite being uniformed and 
wenring deep red sashes. The Roval Lancers was formed 
as follows: His Majesty, King Kalakaua aud Mrs. Jolin 
S. Hager ; Colonel Judd and Mrs. Kiusey ; Major McFar- 


lane and Mre. Schnelder 3; Major-General Barucs, &c. —S. F. 
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DIED. 


On the 4th of March, at the International Hospital of Hiogo, 
of typhoid fever accompanied with pneumonia, sub-lieutenant 
CHARLES-LEFEUVEBE (of the French corvette Champlain), aged 
21 years, a native of St, Malo, De et Vilaine. 





The special despatch of a man-of-war to meet and bring 
home Mr. Shishido has been described as a somewhat fassy 
proceeding, bat the public is schlom satisfied. Had the 
Japanese Plenipotentiary been left to find his way back in 
any steamer thant chanced to be available, his Government 
would inevitably have been accused of neglect, or accredited 
With a desire to. mark their disapproval of the Riakiu 
negotiations’ unsuccessful conduct. ‘This latter would 
obviously have been a mischievons impression, since it would 
have afforded occasion for a misconstraction of the failare’s 
cause, Mr. Shishido’s rank, too, prohibited any display of 
Unconcern, and above all it is very conccivable that his 
detailed explanation of tho situation was avwnited with no 
little impatience, Be this is it may the Kongo-kwan proved 
m genuine “white elephant.” Her passage eastward wns 
expeditious enough, and her ascent of the Yang-tse very 
creditable in point of style and speed, but her offic rs seein to 
have ignored the tides altogether, For eight weary days she 
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was obliged to lie “ nesped,” and when she got away at last 
it was with more derision than dignity. 

This was certainly a most unfortunate blunder, nor one 
bit less inexcusable because it was easily committed. If one 
of our own naval officers were in question, we should not 
have much hesitation in selecting an appropriste term for 
bis mora] condition, and though the commander of the Keago 
may deserve a more lenient verdict, he cannot escape the 
imputation of baviug brought a good deal of ridicule on his 
countrymen. Surely the pecaliarities of the Yaug-tee’s 
navigation ought to be by this time tolerably familiar to the 
officers in charge of Japan's sea-going men-of-war. 


The a. 8. Oceanic, which came into port on the 4th inst., 
brought six Japanese whose return was little looked for by 
their friends. They are natives of Taga in Mito, whence 
they set sail last November in a jauk laden with salmon and 
other salted fish. Off Matsushima in Sendai they encountered 
a terrific gale, by which their vessel was completely disabled 
and five of the crew washed averboard. The remaining six 
managed to cling to the wreck for several days, and were 
ultimately picked up by a sailing vessel bound for San Fran- 
cisco from Hongkong. The kind treatment they received on 
board this ship seems to have made a vivid impression on 
them, but the story is nothing new when told of men serving 
under the English flag. 





We should not of course as a general rule take any notice 
of anonymous correspondence addressed to other journals, 
but the points raised by ‘“‘ Nemo” with regards to the Fuso- 
kwan, being of a scientific nature, may easily be misander- 
atood by the uninitiated. In the first place it may be as well to 
state that when we spoke of the suspicions of galvanic action 
being diminished, we simply recorded the latest opinion of 
foreign experts in the service of the Japanese Government. 
We were not ourselves disposed to endorse that opinion, and 
it must have been obvious to any one who read our note with 
the least attention that the sulphate of copper theory had 
reference to galvanic action, and by no means to the forma- 
tion of the sulphate in quantities on the bottom of a vessel. 
This latter hypothesis would obviously have been both mean- 
ingless and extravagant. To make the matter clear to the 
general public, we may explain that the galvanic action wh‘ch 
has proved so destructive to armoured ships is, for the most 
part, caused by a want of homogeniety in the iron of the 
plates, different qualities of metal in the presence of an elec- 
trolyte—the chlorine of sca water — supplying conditions 
similar to those that exist in an ordinary battery. Now it 
has been proved by experience that the seas in the neighbour- 
hood of Chili, Pera aud certain other South American shores 
—where copper formations are known to exist—are excep- 
tionally injurious to iron ships, and it seemed to us theore- 
tically poxsible that the presence of a small quantity of sul- 
phate of copper might considera!ly increase the power of the 
water as an electrolyte, This was the sam and sub- 
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stance of our sensational extravagance, and in order that . 
our readers may be able to judge whether our con-| 


jectures were altogether inconsistent with scientific cou- 
ditions, we -give here the result of some experiments made 

within the last few days by Mr. T. Gray, Professor of 
Physics at the Imperial College of Engineering. Mr. Gray 

says — 

A small quantity of copper sulphate dissolved in sea 
water would produce a marked difference in the galvanic 
action which takes place between the different paris of a ship 
when immersed in it. If the galvanic action taking place 
between two plates of iron in ordinary sea water be called 
100, then the action in the same water plus yytqq of copper 
sulphate will be about 140, and if ,yxyq of the sul hate 
be added the action will be about 250. This is the direct 
action between the plates and takes no account of the local 
action set up between different portions of the same plate. 
The local action is probably increased in a higher proportion, 
as it will occur in many cases between small copper plates 
deposited on the surface of the plate and the exposed iron, 
having in that case the full electromotive force of a copper 
iron couple. The action between a plate of copper and 
a plate of iron would be hundreds of times greater than 
that which usually takes place between different plates of 
iron. I examined a specimen of the water in the bay near 
the Forts off Shinagawa, but found uo copper. It 
had a very low density for sea water and contained 
sulphate of Magnesia. But neither of these facts would 
influence the electrical action much. The water at Yokohama 
may, however, be very different. I may remark that the 
great difference of density between the surface, and deeper 
water in Yedo Bay may have a considerable effect. A current 
flows from the iron in the water at higher density, throagh 
the water, to the iron in the water of lower density. The 
iron in deep water would in this case be more corroded than 
that near the surface. 

It need scarcely be said that the presence of sulphate of 
copper in any sach quantities as those employed by Mr. 
Gray for experimental purposes, would bo exceedingly 
unlikely, but the theory remains intact. Finally we would ask 
“ Nemo” whether it is quite fair to accuse us of statements 
which we did not make. We did not say that there és (sic) 
ample accomodation and skilled labour at Yokosuka, but we 
did say that these exist in Japan, and it so happens that 
when we wrote these words, we were thinking of Nagasaki, 
where the Afinim—which, by the way, is a sheathed vesscl, 
though the Iron Duke is not—has lately been docked for the 
repair of damages from which galvanic action might have 
resulted. With “ Nemo's” strictures on the conduct of this 
journal we have of course nothing to do, since they do not 
at all effect the question at issue, but it scems a pity that 
discussions of this sort cannot be carried on in a calmer and 
more scientific tone. 





A review of the troops in garrison at Tokiyo was held last 
Tuesday on the general parade ground at Hibiya in honour 
of His Majesty the King of Hawaii. The parade was under 
the command of Lieut.-General Miyoshi, Colonel Shiguro 
acting as his adjutant. The day was raw, gloomy and about 
as little fitted fora review as possible, more especially as 
the ground was a mass of mud-heaps and puddles. 
It was not to be expected of course that the troops would 
do themselves mach credit ander such circumstances, and 
they did not. The performance was confined to an inspec- 
tion by their Majestics, a march past and a general 
advance in line. The King of Hawaii has an excellent mili- 
tary seat—the very sent taught by our martinet riding regula- 
tions, to the grevious bodily hurt of many a stout soldier— 
bat his martial carriage was somewhat marred by the puny 
dimensions ofhis charger, au ordinary Japanese pony. ‘To 
European eyes these Japancse horses certainly convey any- 
thing but an idea of efficiency. The Emperor does well to 
ride round the rauks on his neat little Nambu chesnut, but 
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his Iarge carriage horses standing near the saluting point, 
impress one irresistibly with the idea that they are the 
transformations of Cinderella's godmother, while the Japan. 
ese ponies are the original mice of the pampkin coach. We 
cannot help thinking that the military authorities in Japan 
are a little too facile in the matter of general parades. Such 
things are more than rare at home during the winter season 
and notably when it is such a season as this. Few people 
understand everything that is implied by an Imperial In- 
spection, the E:nperor arriving on the groand at 9.30 a.m. 
It implies that the troops fall in on their private parade-grounds 
at 7.15 a.m., that they march off at 7.45 and fourm up at 
the place of inspection by 8.80 or 8.45, 80 that they have to 
remain motionless for about 1} hours. befure the inspection 
begins, and as much longer before they break into colamn 
for marching past. The King of Hawaii, who, it is said, 
finds the weather in Japan at present anything but endarable, 
would probably have been much better pleased to visit the 
men’s barracks and seo sumething of regimental interior 
economy, which is a more important matter aud a not less 
reliable test of military efficiency than marching past or 
advancing in line. 





The hospitality of his hosts has of coarse provided some 
amusement each day for the King of Hawaii, and Friday 
forenoon was accortingly devoted to an inspection of the 
Imperial College of Engineering, which is now justly con- 
sidered one of the best evidences of successful progress Japan 
can show. His Majesty was received at the College by H. 
E. ‘Yamao, Minister of Pablic Works; Mr. Otori, Director of 
the College and Mr. Dyer, Principal. The varions class 
rooms and maseums were visited in order, and the King 
shewed very keen interest in everything he saw, asking 
many pertinent questious which proved that his sight-seeing 
is not by any means of the usual perfunctory nature. In 
leaving the College he congratulated Mr. Yamao on his 
connection with an institution which would do credit to any 
country in the world, and complimented Mr. Dyer on the 
success which had evidently attended his able management. 





The remains of the late Mr. Sameshima, Minister for Japan 
at Paris, reached Yokohama on the 11th instant, in the M. 
M. 8. 8. Volga. They were received by their Excellencies 
Terashima, Kawamura and Saigo, with Messrs. Uyeno and 
Kusumoto, and we understand that arrangements have been 
made by these gentleomen—acting under Imperial instruc- 
tions—for the performance of funeral ceremonies on a scale 
befitting the rank of the deceased, and not unworthy of the 
esteem in which he was justly held by his sovereign. 





The last telegram from the Cape, if it be thoroughly 
reliable, strikes us as one of the most serious disasters that 
have overtaken our troops for many a day. Sir G. Colley, it 
will be remembered, had failed in his attempt to force the 
position held by the Boers and was consequently acting on 
the defensive. After his repulse he reported himself safely 
intrenched and capable of defending his lines until the 
arrival of reinforcements. Now, however, his death and the 
total defeat of his forces are announced. This means nothing 
more or less than that an intrenched camp held by British 
troops has been attacked and taken by a body of undisciplined 
rastics. The thing is searcely credible. Sir G. Colley had 
already given proot that he appreciated the courage and 
capabilities of the enemy to whom he was opposed, and it is 
inconceivable that he would have hazarded a second assault 
on the Boers’ position under the circumstances in which he 
was placed. But the fact is that to military eyes this 
telegram does not read like either 9 defeat of the British 
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forces acting on the defensive within intrenched lines, 
or the repulse of a renewed attack on the enemy's 
position, It will be observed that six companies arc sail 
to have been engaged on our side. Now six companies 
means at most three hundred and fifty men, not a moiety of 
the number defending the camp nor yet of the force that 
would have ventured to resume tlic offensive. The trath 
probably is that the general commanications were seriously 
threatened, and that he moved out to protect them at the 
head of a few companies. He was defeated with a loss, so 
far as we can judge, of two hundred anid fifty men, but the 
camp may still remain intact, though its defenders are now 
sadly reduced and are at the same time exposed to all the 
grave consequences of severed communications, 





Retail dealers throughout the provinces are said to he great- 
ly inconvenienced by the scarcity of copper coins and paper 
money Of the smaller denominations, insomuch that people 
are openly advocating an issue by the Treasury of two and 
five sen notes. It seems strange that this paucity of copper 
money should have become ao exceptionally apparent of late. 
Considerable quantities have certainly been shipped to China, 
where the people do not seem to be quite so conservative 
about their money tokens as they are in other matters, but 
this fact is altogether inadequate to explain the dearth ex- 
isting in all the provincial towns. Can it be that in their 
unreasoning mistrust of kinsatsu, people have began to hoard 
copper as well as silver and gold? Such a proceeding would 
not be by any means without precedent, uor a whit less irra- 
tional than the panic which persuades men to acquire every- 
thing within reach of their resources, whether it be an article 
of use or an object of virta, rather than keep in their posses- 
sion paper which has lost caste in theireyes. If this process 
of hoarding has attained anything like the dimensions ru- 
mour describes, it furnishes a very strong argument against 
the inexpediency of attempts to appreciate the currency by 
reducing its amount without changing ite character. Every 
dollar issued by the Treasury for purposes of arbitrary re- 
demption would find its way into some strong-box or hiding 
place, and it is conceivable that even when kinsatsu were at a 
premium at the great trade centres, the country folk would 
still regard them with the same ratio of esteem as when two 
handred paper cents hardly purchased a silver yen. The 
Government will do well to watch this newly developed 
tendency with the utmost closeness. It is not a question of 
_ the amount hoarded, but of the sentiment that inspires the 
hoarder. Wo have had in our own time some very curious 
examples of extravagances brought about by fashion in Japan, 
and it is quite within the limite of. possibility that kinsatsa at 
two handred may be another item in the story befure long. 


The late payment of interest on the national foreign loan— 
three hundred and eighty thousand dollars—is said to have 
been issued from the Treasury for the first time in gold. 





Competency to teach a language and ability to write a book 
about it seem to us two very distinct matters. The review 
we published last week was a review of Mr. Dixon's work, not 
of Mr. Dixon. That gentlemen may, for ought we know to 
the contrary, be a most excellent professor, bat our opinion 
of his authorship remains unchanged. ° To infer, however, 
that anything we have written.in this journal is intended to 
demonstrate the necessity of an acquaintance with the Japan- 
ese language in order to teach English efficiently to Japsn- 
ese, would be an utterly erroneous conclusion. We have no 
sach belief. Ample evidence to the contrary is before us in 
the resalts achieved at the Tokiyo University and the En- 
Bineering College, where, so far as we know, the teachers of 
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language are not Japanese scholars, and where the students 
speak and write English in a way that reflects equal credit 
on their own assiduity and their instructors’ efficiency. We 
certainly do hold that the only really logical and rational 
method of imparting a living tongue is by a comparison 
of its syntactical structures with those of the language 
spoken by the learner, but if this expression of faith be con- 
strued into an impeachment of Mr. Dixon’s capacitics, it 
would seem to follow that he, in his own person, represents 
the whole Lody of foreign teachers in Japan, either because he 
is the best English, or the worst Japanese, scholar among 
them. We believe that Mr. Dixon would be the last person 
to arrogate sach a position. His book is not withont evidence 
of considerable ability and originality, but he will pardon us 
if. we emphatically declare, that long experience makes us 
very sceptical about the possibility of writing a usefal 
“Help” for Japanese students until one has been a little 
more than six months in the country. 





It is a little difficult to credit the report which reaches us 
from China through the foreigu press tu the effect that the 
Japanese Representative, Mr. Shishido, shortly before his 
departare from Pekin, remonstrated with the Tsungli-yamen 
because a deputation from Riukia had been received there. 
This deputation can have been nothing else than an embassy 
bearing the usual letter of congratulation to the Chinese 
Emperor on the occasion of the New Year. Now Mr. 
Shishido left Pekin on the 20th of January, whereas the 
Chinese New Year fell on the Slst of that month ; con- 
sequently though the deputation had very probably 
reached the capital before Mr. Shishido’s departure, 
his remonstrance, if addressed to the Tsungli-yamen, would 
have been rather premature. That such a deputation should 
have been sent at all, under existing circumstances, seems a 
little strange at first sight, but is in reality easily explained. 
Okinawa has become a Japanese prefecture, bat for all. that 
there is a certain section of the islandera whose attachment 
to China remains unchanged. They are the descendants of 
thirty six Chinese officers who crossed over to Riukiu and 
settled at a village called Kame, when the Min dynasty of 
Tartars occupied the Celestial throne. Natarally their in- 
fluence has always been thrown into the scale against 
Japan, and to their exertions have been due the regular 
despatch of a biennial tribute, and of an annual letter of 
congratulation, to their native country. This tribute owes 
its continuance, however, to something more than loyalty. 
The Chinese never failed to repay it by presents fully three 
times its value, and these when sold in Riukiu, proved a very 
comfortable addition to the income of the nobility ; an addi- 
tion of almost net profit in its totality, for it need scarcely 
be observed that the tribute itself cost nothing more than the 
expense of forwarding it. China is thus endeared to the ruling 
class in Riukia not by consanguinity alone but by beneficence 
also, and though the general mass of the people are undoubted- 
ly favorable to Japan, we shall probably hearof sundry abortive 
intrigues before the islands became an indisputably integral 
part of the Japanese Empire. This embassy of congratula- 
tion—if indeed it really was sent to Pekin—must be regarded 
as an attempt on the part of the Riukia nobles to re-awaken 
China’s interest, and possibly to persuade the Tsungli-yameu 
that the Celextial braves may expect something more sub- 
stantial than devotion should they pay a visit to the Okinawa 
islands, but China has never shewn herself remarkably giddy 
or headstrong. War she does not and cannot possibly de- 
sire, especially when the pretext is so utterly inadequate to 
the cost, but come what may she is scarcely likely to choose 
as battle ground @ place extremely difficult of access, far 
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removed from any possible base of operations, and already 
occupied by the euemy. 





It is announced that the Military Band will perform 
throughout the day at the Uyeno Exhibition on the 20th 
inst. in honour of the Shunki-Korcisai or Vernal festival 
of prayer for the Souls of the departed Emperors. The Ex- 
hibition certainly looks a little more complete than it did a 
week ago, but a very large uumber of specimens have still 
to come in, and the continuance of unfavorable weather has 
totally prevented any work out of doors, so that the 
grounds present the same appearance of mud and misery. 
Visitors, however, are not at all deterred by these imperfec- 
tions. There is a steady attendance from day to day of four 
or five thousand resolate folk, who make their way good 
humouredly through the rain and slush, and seem very much 
disappointed at finding that every article in the colossal shop 
is marked “sold.” Men who croak about bad times and 
commercial crisises must be rather troubled to account for 
the state of things this industrial enterprise has made 
apparent. Nothing is too expensive to find a purchaser, and 
the fact that their goods are in such extraordinary demand 
has exércised a sort of reflex influence npon sellers, so that 
their consequential ways are causing scarcely less grumbling 
than their inability to supply everybody with everything. 
Of course, as we before hinted, the officials connected with 
the Exhibition are supposed to have assimilated the lion’s 
share of the things, but outsiders have not by any means 
come off portionless, especially a certain well known German 
firm whose agent’s name is to be found on the back of 
many specimens, by no means the least costly or sesthetic. 
One is puzzled to conceive by what method things are 
“bought to arrive,” but such has been the plan pursued in 
many instances, and notably in the case of a tea house of 
which nothing is as yet apparent but the site. It purports 
to be an exact copy ofa building made two centuries and a 
half ago by desire of Sétan, grandson of the renowned Sen- 
no-Rikiu, while the farniture and utensils are the very 
articles that Sotan himself used, a fact which in these 
days of Cha-no-Yu renaissance is enough to tum the 
heads of all the dilettanti in Tokiyo. -Up to the present the 
exhibitor’s assertions have been the only proof of the thing’s 
existence ; a sufficient proof for somebody, however, it would 
seem, since a red ticket is already attached to the site of 
the pavilion, and every stone, stick and appurtenance, bar- 
gained for and sold. All this goes to prove that whether the 
Exhibition be an artistic success or not, it is certainly a 
monctary one, so far at least as the exhibitors are concerned, 
and we must content ourselves with putting it down among 
the list of anomalies in the history of commerce, its com- 
temporary parallel in our own case being Blaff property, 
which has suddenly developed a propensity to appreciation 
regardless of “ godowns filled with unsaleable goods.” 





The proceedings of a very subtle sct of rascals have latel y 
been brought to light through the exertions of the Tokiyo 
detectives. The older residents of Yokohama will no doubt 
remember that about the period of the Restoration extensive 
forgeries of ancient Japanese money were carried on at 
various places. Many a majestic looking slab of gold that 
found its way in those days into the hands of European 
cario collectors, was nothing more than a specimen of skilled 
fraud; not to be easily detected, however, for like everything 
else produced in bygono years, these gilt effigies were 
masterpieces of theirkind. ‘The affair was discovered before 
long and the forgers punished after the fashion of the time - 
a fashion which at any rate precluded them from engaging 
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in any similar enterprises in this world, but did not suffice to 
deter others from following their example. The band of coiners, 
whose ringleaders have just been arrested, seem to have gone 
to work in a most systematic way. They formed a company 
with a capital of sixty thousand yen and employed agents 
here and there to keep them posted in the local facilities for 
‘placing ” a batch of their merchandise. Report does not say 
much of their dexterity as producers, but the Oban and Koban 
of the Keiché (1596-1615) and Kiyéhé (1716-1786) periods 
are too clumsy to require very great skill in an imitator. It 
seldom happened either that the forgers found any very ac- 
curate knowledge of their coins among people who had never 
seen anything of the kind before, and who like certain trust- 
ful purchasers of rubbish direct from Daimiyos’ collections, 
never thought of questioning the authenticity of gold tokens 
which had all the air of the nobility they were said to have 
belonged to. Large quantities were therefore sold to simple 
country-folk, or deposited with pawnbrokers, which latter fact 
is the only redeeming feature in the whole transaction. Se- 
veral of the band are still at large, but their arrest is no doubt 
a mere question of time. Meanwhile we recommend our 
readers to be very careful before they invest in any elliptical 
gold tokens. Several “great bargains” of this species have 
been lately seeking to enrich the fortunate, and we can scarce- 
ly hope to detect a blemish in what pawnbrokers have passed 
as sound, 





In our last number we explained the nature of the new 
building act for Tokiyo, whieh came into force from the 25th 
of last month, and remarked that ite provisions might 
possibly bear with a certain amount of harshness on the 
poorer inhabitants of the “ Lines.” The same idea seems to 
have occurred to the framers of the act, for we find that Mr. 
Matsuda, Governor of Tokiyo, subseqnently laid before the 
Local Assembly (Kubuk’wai) a proposal to exempt from 
“house and land taxes” all persons affected by the 
schemes. The aggregate amounts of these taxes are insigni- 
ficant—viz : house tax, 18,541 yen, and land or local tax 
1,678 yen—so that the measure would only have afforded s 
very nominal relief. At any rate the proposition was 
strenuously opposed by the Assembly ou the grounds, first, 
of its trivial natare, and second, of its unjust tendency ; for 
since the taxes would have to be procured from some quarter, 
nothing would remain but to levy them on other districts, 
where they would probably prove much more oppressive, 
inasmuch as the inhabitants of the “Lines” are among the 
richest and most thriving folk in the capital. The act. too 
is designed they said, for the benefit of the city in general, 
and the effect of its provisions on particular districts ought 
not therefore to be considered, while at the same time it was 
essential not to lose sight of the fact that property in the 
“Lines” would be largely enhanced in value by the pro- 
posed improvements, and the owners of that property were 
consequently. not entitled to any extraordinary indulgence. 
The Governor's proposal accordingly fell through and on the 
whole it seems to us that equity was on the side of his op- 
ponents, Probably nine-tenths of the people in the “ Lines” 
would long agw have consented toexpend on improvements 
in house construction even larger sums than they are now re- 
quired to disburse, could they have been assured of avy 
uniformity of action, but it would obviously have been absard 
for one man to put tiles on his roof if his neighbour was at 
liberty to employ shingles. Government interference was 
necded to obviate such contingencies, and it is a matter of 
infinite congratalation that efficient action is at last about to 
be taken. 

A perusal of the act shows that the scheme advocated 
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some time ago inthe colamns of this journal is to be 
carried out almost in its integrity. The houses in the 
Lines,” i. e. in certain streets which traverse the most 
populous portions of the metropolis, are to be built 
of brick, stone, or plaster similar to that ewployed in the 
constraction of godowns, while shingle roofs are completely 
interdicted. With regard to houses already standing in the 
“Lines,” and not complying with the conditions of the Act, 
their reconstruction within certain periods is ordered. This 
will affect the inhabitants of Ginza, where almost every 
house has its kitchen and bath-room in the form of a lean-to : 
appendages that farnish strong evidence of improvidence or 
incompetence on the part of an architect who forgot that 
men’s dwellings are generally furnished with places to cook 
their food and wash their bodies. 








Retarns just farnished to the Municipality of Tokiyo shew 
the number of houses in the fifteen urban districts to be 
a hundred and seventy two thousand four hundred and eighty 
two, covering an area of about two thousand six hundred 
acres, while the six suburban districts have a total of seventy 
five thousand four hundred and fifty four houses with 
a covered area of nine hundred and forty five acres. It 
would thus appear that each house in the city occupies on the 
average twenty two square yards of space, agninst thirty 
equare yards for each building in the suburbs. The sum 
of the above figures would however represent a total some- 
what larger than Tokiyo proper, since though some of the 
suburban districts as Yotsuya, Shinagawa ete, may fairly 
be incladed in the city, others as Itabashi and Shinjuka can 
scarcely with propriety be said to belong to it. 





The Ex-King of Riukiu is, they say, about to import a 
party of young ladies from that country to keep him company 
in his exile. We cannot congratulate His Majesty on his 
good taste if he prefers the disfigured specimens of woman- 
hood Okinawa furnishes to the trim little beauties of Japan. 
Perhaps, however, it is a question of quantity rather than 
quality, for it appears that the royal prerogative in Chiujo- 
jima incladed, among other comfortable items, the services 
of seven or eight noble damsels, and it is just possible that 
under the influence of foreign contact Japanese women have 
been so spoiled that they actually object to connubial gre- 
gariousness. The Riukiu ladies will be guaranteed against 
similar flippaney by their charming habit of besmearing 
themselves permanently with ink, for although the Japanese 
profess rather a predcliction for blackened teeth and shaved 
eyebrows, they have, it appears, a frivolous objection to 
smatty fingers and artificial moustaches. In Riakiu girls begin 
to bedeck themselves after this fashion at a very tender age. 
It is not unusual to see a little lass of seven or cight with 
just one tiny black dot on the upper joint of her thumb, and 
so long as she is in her teens she goes on merrily enough, no 
doubt, adding dot after dot each year, but unless her moral 
constitution is somewhat different from anything existing in 
Europe, she must one day or other experience a modicam of 
chagrin at the conscionsness that she carries about an 
indelilile record of her age on her hands and face. History, 
however, does not tell us that the -women of Riukia ever 
made any attempt to emancipate themselves from a custom so 
unpleasantly frank. On the contrary the only scrious re- 
monstrance cver furmulated appears to have come from a 
King who roled at Shiuri in the middle ages. He, indeed, 
went 80 far as to frame an edict directing that ladies should 
in fature keep thoir hands clean, but strange to say his 
queen persuaded hin to abandon the project, pointing out 
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proportionately imperative reason, and that the deity, or 
Kin-man-mon as she called him, would probably resent any 
frivolous interference. Events have sometimes very iuex- 
plicable sequences. We may safely assert that but for the 
interference of this superstitious queen, His Ex-majesty 
Shotai would scarcely be in a position to-day to furnish 
himself with seven helpmates, for without their smatty 
fingers such a household would be exposed to some rery 
perturbing influences in Tokiyo. 





The 25th of February, 1881, will be a day long remembered 
in the proviuce of Yechigo, for it witnessed the fall of an 
avalanche by which six or seven houses at the foot of Mount 
Mikuni were destroyed, and all their inhabitants, with the 
exception of oue little child, killed. The appearance of the 
corpses when drawn from the snow is said to have been very 
extraordinary. No wound of any sort was visible, nor yet 
any discoloration, but the bones of the legs and arms seemed 
to have been changed into flesh, s0 completely were they pul- 
verized. The child was found in a nook under the tie-beam 
of a cottage, where it had been imprisoned for many hours 
without apparently suffering any inconvenience. Its father 
had been carried by the avalanche some three hundred yards 
down the valley. The snow is reported to have accumulated 
to a depth of fally ten feet in certain parts of the north- 
western provinces, and the Yechigo route as well as the path 
of Wada on the Nakasendo are impracticable. Yokohama 
and Tokio have not escaped either, for up to the present this 
miscalled spring has scarcely brought us one genial day, and 
instead of plam-blossoms and holiday-making, we have rain, 
sleet and gloom. One advantage Japan certainly has in the 
matter of climate ; its weather follows an almost invariable 
routine, differing perhaps two or three days from year to 
year, but on the average admitting well-nigh certain predic- 
tion. 





We notice the appointment, on the Sth instant, of a new 
Judge at the Yokohama Saibansho. Mr. Taketaro Megata 
graduated at the Law School of Harvard University, U.S., 
and was admitted to practice in the U. S. Consular Coart in 
Japan, in December, 1879. He was subsequently attached to 
the Department of Justice, where he remained until the date 
of his present appointment, for which his antecedents seem to 
betoken exceptional qualifications. 








JUDGES AT A DISTANCE. 

oe the Duke of Montague’s celebrated ‘ Bottle- 

trick” swindle filled the Haymarket theatre in 
1748, it has been generally confessed that the bounds of 
public credulity have no attainable limit of elasticity. In 
ull ages men will probably be found foolish enough to 
stand waiting till a Signor Villecrop suspends himself 
from a fifty foot pole by a ‘ shenese” cord, or to pay 
fifty guineas for a night’s repose on a Dr. Graham's 
“ Electro-celestial Couch of Hymen.” We shrewdly sus- 
pect, however, that neither Signor Villecrop nor Dr. Gra- 
ham would find much congenial material for such charla- 
tanism among the hard-headed, business-driven communi- 
ties of foreigners resident in China and Japan. Literally 
and figuratively their members may say with the Yankee 
skipper, ‘‘Iv'e traveled,” and indeed if the circumstances 
of daily life have any influence in sharpening faculties, it 
ought to be a very difficult task to make husks do duty 
for grain with such experts a: are found here. But the 


that so peculiar an institution must owe its origin to a, fact is that à law of work obtains in moral matters no less 
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than in physical : what is gained in one direction is lost 
in another. Exceptional activity in some things is ac- 
companied by compensatory indolence in others, nor is 
sanity of mind and body separable from this equilibrium. 
The merchant who with infinite toil keeps the complicated 
machinery of modern commerce in adjustment, driving it 
perhaps at a pressure that is almost precarious, will not 
give himself much concern to balance theological argu- 
ments, for example, nor yet to investigate the truth or 
falsehood of everything he finds in the journals that con- 
tain his advertisements. Weariness, apathy, selfishness, 
call it by what name you please, this is a moral phase 
developed sooner or later by the circumstances of our 
exile, and we shall all recognize its existence if we take 
the trouble to compare the events that come within the 
field of our vision with the impressions they produce upon 
our psychical retina. Unless they affect us individually 
they are scarcely reflected at all. Life is too short, we 
say, or its inevitable concerns too tyrannical, to suffer any 
frivolous deflection from the goal we shall scarcely find 
strength to reach at all, and so we drift along, sometimes 
indeed suffering from the scantiness of mutual sympathy, 
but in the end avoiding much moral friction unwholesome 
to brain fibre. 
The same principle that fosters this inertness among 
one section of our community, begets a corresponding 
temerity among another. Those whose duty is to provide 
pastime for the jaded man-of-business in his hours of ease, 
knowing that his interest must be spurred, and that pro- 
vided it be so spurred, he will not take much trouble to 
examine the rowel, draw material unhesitatingly from every 
accessible source, and find their rule of conduct in a slight 
modification of the Scotchman’s adage ; “ be entertaining, 
with veracity if you can, but—be entertaining.” Thus it 
happens that we, on our side of the water, sometimes 
inour the umbrage of our Chinese confréres, and encroach- 
ing upon their domain, are expelled not without caustic 
derision, while they on the other hand, are quite as often 
guilty of similar trespass. A short time ago, for example, 
the Shanghai press commented severely on the presumption 
of the Yokohama journalists, who, if they were to be judged 
by their writings, knew a great deal more about China than 
those whose constant presence in that Empire afforded 
much better opportunities of acquiring knowledge. This 
certainly had a semblance of truth a priori, but it is ex- 
tremely entertaining now to observe how unhesitatircly 
our erstwhile critics have themselves assumed the role 
they then condemned. For in a few brief, and peremptory 
sentences they describe a totally new phase of national 
character in Japan, and declare the people of this country 
to bein a condition of partial inebrixtion which impels 
them to “break a lance with anyone they can come 
across, provided he is weaker and less determined than 
themselves.” A marvellous discovery thisin sooth! A 
discovery couched in terms that suggest a definition of its 
own origin, for this very inebriety that induces bellicose 
propensities, is invariably accompanied by a disposition to 
suspect all the world of intemperance and credit oneself 
alone with sobriety. On what evidence is Japan accused 
ofa “pruriency for military renown”? Once only since 
she entered upon the path of progress trodden by all the 
civilized world, have her foreign relations been at all dis- 
turbed, and history has most amply justified her action on 
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that occasion. Little military renown was to be looked 
for in acontest with the barbarous Formosans, but a 
worthicr end was to be attained—an end which social 
economists unanimously declare to be the primary and 
most legitimate object of all governments—the protection 
of their subjects’ lives and property. England, always 
foremost in the march of enterprise, is constantly brought 
into contact with conditions that obtain beyond the limits 
of civilization, and is thus compelled, time after time, to 
take action precisely similar to that of Japan in the 
Formosan affair. Nobody thinks, however, of charging 
England with a thirst for military renown. Her title to 
that sort of glory is pretty clearly established already, 
and the world looks on unooncernedly while she wages a 
hundred wars with adversaries who, after the fashion of 
the venomous reptiles, are doomed to be crushed even as 
they bite. But when a country like Japan is concerned, 
the case looks very different. Confronted by a necessity 
identical in every particular, she is forbidden to do her 
duty on peril of comparison with the “‘ elevated” Irishman 
who challenges the world to ‘tread on the tail of his 
coat.” 

We cannot persuade ourselves to believe that such a 
line of argument is seriously pursued. Japan's accusers— 
unless their words be utterly idle—must have some other 
evidence to adduce, and that evidence can only be sought 
in the conduct of the Riukiu affair. Now the most 
bigoted pessimist will not venture to assert that Japan 
contemplated or desired a war with the Chinese Empire 
when she included among her newly formed prefectures 
a group of islands long regarded as a dependency of 
Satsuma. It has been pretended that her action in this 
matter was neither courteous nor judicious, but we ought 
not to forget that any reference to China would have 
been a virtual acknowledgment of that power's right 
to interfere, a right which Japan did not for a moment 
admit, and one which western jurists have found it 
impossible to support. At any rate neither nations 
nor individuals have hitherto made it a custom 
to preface their proceedings by inviting their neigh- 
bours’ remonstrances. ‘The business of life only oon- 
templates that sort of thing in the marriage ritual, and 
though it will probably be a condition of the millenium, 
it is unfortunately not yet practicable. Japan assumed a 
position which she believed to be obligatory, and from 
General Grant, down to the humblest of politicians, every- 
body who has since given the question a moment's serious 
thought, confesses that to retire from that position would 
be a moral impossibility. But did she subsequently refuse 
to enter into negotiations with China, or did she, afflicted 
by a “‘pruriency for military renown,” oppose frivolous 
obstacles to a peaceful adjustment? Quite the contrary. 
She not only accepted General Grant's wise suggestion 
without hesitation, but she also made at the outset a con- 
cession which, though comparatively trivial, was emphati- 
cally corroborative of her pacific disposition. She con- 
sented to send her plenipotentiary representative to Pekin, 
or in other words, she agreed to plead her cause before 
the court whose jurisdiction she denied. China, be it 
observed, would make no such concession, but then China 
was not possessed by a prurient longing for martial fame. 
With the subsequent course of the negotiations that 
ensued the world is already acquainted. Japan agreed to 
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a partition of tlie islauds, asking ſor nothing in return pee: In very trath the whole thing sounds more like a 


— — Ln — ane — elumsy joke than anything else to us who see the atten- 
aced on Ing as ose of other nations. lion of the Jz H “1: 
eas had openly rejected this proposal, rational men — — * 
who have just 
could not have differed in their definition of her attitude. | heard the Emperor and Prince Kita Shirakawa declare 
She did not reject it. She had recourse to an expedient | that the prosperity of the empire depends on the industry 
with which she is tolerably familiar, and for which the|of its inhabitants and on the welfare of commerce. Our 
history of other countries unfortnuately supplies sundry | friends across the water may be very much better qualified 
precedents. She declined to ratify a treaty drawn up by | to diagnose our condition than we are ourselves, but they 
officers on whom she had pretended to confer irrespon- | will scarcely deny us the right to be a little sceptical of 
sible authority. It has been suggested that a woman’s | their ability, when the one unassailable fact they advance 
caprice is the explanation of this breach of faith, for so we | among a very ample following of fiction is this entertain- 
must continue to call it untila very different version of the | ing platitude :—‘* We have only to wait the progress of 
affair is established. The Empress of the East desired, | events to know whether these two powers intended putting 
they say, some occasion to assert her authority, and found | themselves in battle array against each other.” 
it, unfortunately, in this Riukiu question. For ought we 
know, this may be true. The motive principle of the HORSE-RACING IN JAPAN. 
eutomaton chess-player was not more unintelligible tos OF all English things nothing is. more essentially 
rustic viewing its performance for the first time, than the English than the thoroughbred horse. He is an 
secret influences that direct that complex machine called | institution round which public interest centres with un- 
the Chinese Government are inscrutable tous. A country | abating keenness, and although the history of his career 
that may at any moment be exposed to mortal peril by | is disfigured by innumerable instances of inhumanity and 
the whim of a woman or the crochet of a cabinet, is an | frand, our gentlest dames and most worshipfal patricians 
object of pity not of anger, and if China finds herself in | point to him with a pride that other nations find inexplica- 
this position now, she deserves all the consideration that ble. The truth is that, performing the two réles of race- 
Japan is disposed to shew her. Still the fact remains | horse and sire, he is the representative of an absorbing 
that, whether by her misfortune or her fault, she | pastime and an important benefit. On the turf he provides 
failed to grasp the hand of friendship her neighbour held | an amusement which has become a national necessity ; at 
out to her, and from the imputation to which her conduct | the stud he begets the stock which has won us so many 
consequently exposes her, there is no escape. But what is triumphs on the hunting and battle fields alike. When 
there here that fixes upon Japan the reputation of 9 | Scanett’s “ heavy hundreds” rode through the Muscovite 
*¢ prariency for military renown ?" Nothing that ordinary | thousands at Balaklava, or when 4 few equadrons of 
scrutiny can detect, unless indeed the mainfestation of a dragoons and a small battalion of Sikhs shattered Li's 
reluctance to engage in hostilities be considered a method |immense phalanx of Chinese “braves” at the Peiho, 
of inviting attack. Englishmen congratulated each other on the weight and 
We are not left entirely in the dark, however. | mettle of their horses not less than on the courage and 
Three definite statements are advanced by Japan’s | nerve of their soldiers. Nor was this view unwarrantable. 
detractors: that her attention is directed to warlike | Russians and Chinese alike made the mistake of forgetting 
preparations; that her government is making strenuous | that the effective power of a body in motion is represented 
efforts to put the army on a war footing and to fill the | by the product of its mass and velocity, and when they 
arsenals with war material, and that gold and silver is|pulled up to a walk, nay even halted, to receive our 
being hoarded up in the treasury, all payments except for|charge, they placed themselves at a disadvantage much 
improved guns and war material being suspended. Now /| greater than anything entailed by differences in horses or 
assuming all this to be true, it is very plain that if such | strength. This was a palpable error in tactics; an error 
things are to be admitted as evidence ofa ‘‘ prariency | which Japanese cavalry would not be likely to imitate, 
for renown,” every country which refuses to be found un- | but for all that, under existing conditions, & similar con- 
prepared in the day of battle must be found guilty of | test must inevitably have for them a similar issue. Smart 
similar madness. There is no escape from the conclusion, | troopers they undoubtedly are—indeed we have no hesita- 
hopelessly irrational as it seems. But in the present /|tion in saying that whether in the ménage or on parade 
case it happens that these three statements are one and | they display all the most essential qualities of efficient 
all absolutely false. Japan is not engrossed in warlike |cavalry—but mounted on the light weedy cattle their 
preparations ; is not making strenuous efforts to put her | country provides, they would be overborne by sheer weight 
army on a war footing and to amass war material, and is|in a collision with western dragoons—swept away and 
not, we regret to say, hoarding gold and silver in her} annihilated like unarmed infantry. 
treasury. Not one tittle of reliable evidence could-pos-| ~The point is not perhaps of vital importance seeing that 
sibly be produced in support of such a theory. Some |no such contingency is likely to arise, but it furnishes the 
‘capital may indeed be made out of the construction of for- | most easily demonstrated proof of the necessity Japan is 
tifications to protect Tokiyo Bay, but it will scarcely be pre- | under to introduce a better strain of blood into her horses.. 
tended, we presume, that these works have reference to | What has been done hitherto in this direction does not 
a war with China. The Government at Pekin may have] appear very successful. Up to the present the progeny 
two iron-clads on the stocks and two hundred thousand | of the western sire and the Japanese dam are disfigured, 
“braves” on foot, but it will be many a long day before| forthe most part, by the same faults, weakness of loin 
the yellow dragon creeps as far East as Sagami and Saru-|and disproportionate length of pastern. We are still, 
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however, in the first generation, aud when we compare the 
English thoroughbred of to-day with his progenitors 
previous to the time of the Kebilan Ras-el-Fedawi, it 
seems premature to declare that the American or Arabian 
sire is incapable of transmitting his qualities through the 
medium of Japanese blood. Be this as it may, there can 
be no doubt that public interest in the matter requires to 
be kept alive, and for this purpose some object is needed 
very much more proximate than the ultimate improve- 
ment of the breed of horses. That object is provided by 
racing, and recognizing this, we discover in the programme 
of the next Spring Meeting at Yokohama, certain 
points which seem at once unfortunate and not irremedia- 
able. 
It is not of course to be supposed that our community 
asa whole can be induced to regard the matter from a 
Japanese standpoint. The course at Nigishi is to them, and 
must forthe moment at any rate remain, a mere place of pas- 
time. They give their money and their time for amusement 
and nothing more, neither does it much concern them whe- 
ther or not they are destined to continue for ever taking 
their morning spins on fiddle-headed ponies, with flat sides, 
drooping quarters, upright shoulders, and narrow hips. 
Three holidays in the spring and three at the fall, much good- 
fellowship and a modicam of gentle excitement—these are 
objects amply incentive, and for a time they were suc- 
cessfally attained, until little by little noxious influences 
creeping in, converted the happy meetings of former days 
into—well, let us draw our pen through this part of the 
history. The club has been resuscitated at no small pains 
and on a footing that seems to promise permanent well- 
being, not, however, as an institution supported by for- 
eigners alone, but as one of which the Japanese element 
constitutes an important factor. ‘The benefits likely to 
accrue from this addition, or to speak more oorrectly, its 
absolute essentiality, received conclusive demonstration at 
the time. So long as we possessed the monopoly of racing 
we were able to count on a supply of tolerably fair stock, 
and the griffin plate generally brought out a good show of 
promising competitors ; but when the Japanese become our 
rivals, with the cavalry remounts at their disposal for 
turf purposes, and a number of young half-breds coming 
forward every season, the events at Nigishi in which na- 
tive cattle alone were concerned degenerated into a mere 
fiasco, and we were forced either to abandon racing alto- 
gether or to import Chinese ponies at a ruinous expense. 
Other equally important and not less obvious considera- 
tions recommended the coalition, but we need not enter 
into them here, for we presume that all those who belong 
to the united club appreciate its raison d’étre and desire to 
preserve its integrity. Will they be surprised then if we 
tell them that their wish seems likely to be defeated and 
that the danger lies in matters admitting easy reform. 
The main interest of the Japanese members must in- 
evitably centre on the performance of the half-breds. It is 
to this strain that they look for the amelioration of the 
native blood, and everything else is more or less a side 
issue. Five races for half-breds have therefore been wise- 
ly left upon the programme, but a fatal change in the con- 
ditions is either contemplated or accomplished. The 
weights in future, it seems, are to be for inches alone, with- 
out any allowance -for age. Now the ultimate effect of 
this law is not in the least obscure. Each remove from 
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the native blood may reasonably be expected to bring with it 
an increase of size. The three years old of the second gene- 
ration will be a bigger horse than the seven year old of the 
first, but that the former will be able, with a surcharge, to 
stay ayainst the latter, or that they would be fairly match- 
ed at even weights, is inconceivable. A minimum of 
height with a maximum of development will thus be the 
chief desiderata in the racer, and the useful connection of 
the turf and the stud will be effectually severed. We do 
not mean to say that the desire of taking a place in ten 
or a dozen comparatively insignificant events at Nigishi 
each year is likely to weigh much with breeders. It will 
be merely a question of selecting the cattle best adapted 
to the conditions laid down. The main purpose of intro- 
ducing foreign blood will be pursued on the whole in its 
integrity, but so far as the Nippon Race Club is concerned, 
theory and practice will be at variance. The small horse 
will be at a premium, the large ata discount, and it is 
quite irrational to expect that the Japanese will support 
a principle so inimical to the attainment of the end they 
have in view. 

Then again the whole scale of weights seems to have 
been fixed without any reference to the change in the 
constitution of the Club. The Japanese who can ride 9 st. 
12 Ibs. without carrying lead is quite exceptional. This 
amounts toa penalty, as all experience proves. Many 
complaints have been made by Japanese jockies on the 
subject, and it certainly seems scarcely equitable to deter- 
mine the normal weight in accordance with Foreign stan- 
dards alone. If there be any honest intention of encourag- 
ing native competition some concessions are unavoidable, 
and a reduction of this normal weight from 188 to 180 lbs., 
say, would greatly benefit Japanese, without seriously 
inconveniencing foreign riders. 

The diminution in the number of mixed races is a step 
in the right direction, but three still remain, and in our 
opinion this is two too many. A mixed race under the 
existing bye-laws is almost a foregone conclusion. Out 
of eight such events at the last two meetings a Japanese 
pony was only once successful, and a like result is morally 
certain in the future. It may very fairly be urged that 
first-class native cattle are practically inaccessible to 
foreigners, and that mixed races are consequently the only 
equitable expedient for controlling the superior opportu- 
nities of Japanese owners. But we have good reason for 
believing that an honest desire to remove this disability 
exists among the native members of the N. R. Club. As 
for the means, they are simple enough. A commission 
to the various Prefects would ensure a selection of the 
best horses in the producing districts, and on the assem- 
bly of the whole batch at Tokiyo, the most likely animals 
could be culled out and divided by lot among the foreign 
and native owners. Such a scheme presents no difficul- 
ties, and would, we are persuaded, be carried out with the 
utmost good faith so far as the Japanese are concerned. 
As the programme stands at present it may be said that 
there are ten races for China ponies and eight for Japap- 
ese, or in other words, ten events entirely in the hands of 
foreigners against eight in which native owners have a 
hypothetical and by no means permanent advantage. 
Thus supposing—though in doing so we shall be making 
an assumption scarcely warranted by experience—that 
the races for half-breds fall entirely to J apanese, two to 
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one will very nearly represent the ratio of events favor- 
able to forcign and native stables respectively. 
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conciliate the Japanese. From what we have been able 
to gather, they would be willing on their side to take the 
programme of the last autumn meeting as a basis, and to 
exchange one race for hialf-breds against three mixed races, 
dividing these four events equally between Chinese and 
Japanese ponies. Surely this is even less than equity 
suggests, always provided, as we have before remarked, 
that there is any real wish for permanency of coalition. 

One other point occurs to us. It is the old and much 
mooted question of subscription. There is too much 
difference in this respect between the Yokohama and 
Tokiyo Clubs. Owners of crack ponies and half-breds 
will not perhaps cavil at an annual payment of twenty 
dollars, but three yen a month is a serious consideration 
toan ordinary Japanese gentleman, especially when he 
can have quite as much amusement at a smaller cost 
and with less trouble elsewhere. All past experience jus- 
tifies a prediction that this payment will eventually prove 
prohibitive. This, however, is altogether a question of 
expediency. It ought not to be difficult to cast a balance 
between the contingent results of a slightly reduced sub- 
scription, and a secession ofall the Japanese members 
en masse. Not perhaps that the latter contingency is 
immediately imminent. It will probably be deferred for a 
time by influences having no direct connection with the 
Club’s career, but that it is ultimately inevitable, in 
default of the modifications we have indicated, something 
more than surmise induces us to assert. 


ADVERTISING. 

i ie is very true but how is it to be done? If newspapers 

could exercise an efficient censorship in the matter of 
their advertisements, or, still better, if they were altogether 
responsible for them, the sum of human sins would no 
doubt be appreciably diminished. All this has occurred 
to us many a time before the keyless watches of the Ro- 
danow Company made us the object of our contemporary’s 
criticism. Possibly in future ages when the earth’s orbit 
shall have receded from its limit of maximum eccentricity, 
and the northern hemisphere's glacial epoch shall conse- 
quently have begun to pass away, antiquarians discussing 
the polity of this century by the aid of our fossilized relics 
will point with amusement to this strange anomaly, that 
with a phalanx of enactments to prohibit fraud, the ex- 
penditure of a few shillings enabled any rascally adven- 
turer to place a specious description of his spurious wares 
side by side with the announcements of a legitimate com- 
merce. The evil is patent, but for the moment irremedi- 
able. It is one of those trade immoralities against which 
no individual may struggle except at the peril of his sol- 
vent existence. The unconscientiousness is general and 
its remedy must be general too, but as to the probable 
period of cure, he would be a marvellously prescient man 
who ventured to utter a prediction. Twenty centuries 
have seen no change. From the advertisment on the 
statue of Neptune at Phinewm, offering a reward t> anyone 
who should find and take care of Ulysses’ lost horses, 
down to the puffs of the Anglo-Bensaice Disinterested 
Loan and Life Insurance Company, the same old story has 
been repented time after time ; skillful cozenage and com- 
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slight concession in this matter would probably suffice toj ‘hat most inimitable of ‘Ta 
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ical credulity. Probably too in every age there have 
been Pecksniffs to ery “shame” on such proceedings. 
rtuffes, leaning back in his 
easy chair at the Blue Dragon, and lisping “fie fie!” as 
he listened to Mr. ‘Tigg Montague’s suggestions about 
constructing our fortunes on the weaknesses of our fellows, 
finds a humble imitator in the person of the critic who 
upbraids his comrades for the insertion of a dishonest 
advertisement which he had himself consigned to the 
waste-paper basket because—it did not seem likely to pay- 
Nevertheless we congratulate our contemporary on his 


good luck or good guiding, whichever it be. We have 
been deceived and suffered in consequence, but even if it 
should have unfortunately happened that any of our 
fellow-citizens have been cajoled by the Rodanow rascal’s 
announcements, we are very sure that it has never occur- 
red to them to accuse our columns of complicity. Read- 
ing now—for the first time ourselves—the covering letter 
that accompanied this Rodanow advertisement, it certainly 
does seem a suspicious document, but possibly this is the 
Wisdom that succeeds the event. Here at any rate is the 
letter, minus its illustrated heading. Our readers can 
judge for themselves. 

Bosrox, 5 and 7 Portland Street. 

September 15th, 1880. 

Dear Sir :—In order to extend the sale of our manufactures in 
your country we intend to make a trial with advertising our price- 
list in your paper and give you herewith order to insert the enclosed 
advert. and notice 15 times, (in the 15 next numbers of your paper). 

Please send us marked copies of same and your bill, after receipt, 
of which we shall remit you the amount less usual discount rer 
bankers order on your place. 

Should our firm be unknown to you, you can easily make in- 
quiries at any first-class watch-maker there'to satisfy yourself. 

We hope you will charge us your lowest possible price for this 
order and will, if we find this trial productive of satisfactory 
resulta, continue then our advertising in your paper. 

Yours most respectfally, 
RODANOW MANUFACTURING CO., 
a. per A. RopAxow. 

A most villainous epistle it looks at present to our en- 
lightened eyes, but it was no more our business to investi- 
gate the reality of the keyless watches than it is the daty of 
a contemporary magazine to determine whether the curies 
advertised on its cover are actually obtained “ direct fror 5 
the Japanese nobility,” or whether the Chinese have ¢ ny 
genuine affinity with the lost tribes of Israel. Conceiv 9 for 
a moment what this principle would lead to, if rigid” dy ob- 
served. The telegraph first would have to be place g under 
supervision. Messages in cipher would be ir.admissable 
unless accompanied by their key as well as an exact 
rendering of their contents, and moreowsr, since every 
unimportant position is not occupied by a yerson of such 
perspicuity as our critical contemporary , it would be neces- 
sary to appoiut at each station a censor with discretionary 
powers ; & censor competent to determine at a glance the 
bearing of every communication, social, diplomatic, com- 
mercial or theological, proposet for transmission. Such 
men might be -difficult to find in ordinary communitics, 
though there need be no embarrassment here, where we have 
gentlemen sufficiently versatile to pass, or propose to pass, at 
once from the position of retail dealers to that of parliamen- 
tary adviscrs. Then again the penny post would have to 
be revolutionized. An institution which is immediately 


‘under state contrel could not possibly run the risk of 


constituting itself a medium of communicatiou between 
rebels and highwaymen. Letters would have to be opened 
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and read before despatch, and in a moment land leagues, 
nihilist associations and burglars’ assignations would 
become impossible. Such a state of things might be 
possible in a nation where half the population were 
employed as policemen, but the prospect is not very 
tolerable in a society constituted as ours is. The public 
criers and doorsmen employed by medieval shopkeepers 
were perhaps personally responsible for the fictions they 
promulgated, and in this respect they were slightly better 
than the advertising media of our own days, but on the 
whole we should be sorry to see Yokohama reduced to 
such a condition as that described in the ballad of ‘‘ London 
Lyckpenny,” when to stand at their doors and outbaw! 
each other constituted tradesmen’s best expedient for 
gaining custom. Even this, however, were preferable to 
the aystem of espionage which would be the only logical 
sequence of a course such as that we are now upbraided 
for neglecting to pursue. 

Meanwhile, we have no desire to evade our just res- 
ponsibilities as journalists. The contents of advertising 
and editorial columns require to be treated very differently, 
neither can it be denied that anything published in the 
latter with -reference to the former shifts the venue com- 
pletely from the shoulders of the advertiser to those of the 
editor. An honest conviction of the benefit to be derived 
by the public from the use of the article announced, is the 
only contingency which, in our opinion, fairly warrants a 
newspaper in lending its editorial columns to be a vehicle 
for the ventilation of tradesmen’s notifications. Our 
community is very competent to judge whether this 
contingency existed in the caseat issue. For the rest any 
exercise of discretion would be obviously impossible, seeing 
that the leading journals in England publish advertise- 
ments some of which are unintelligible without a key 
while others are palpable frauds. As cases in point we 
may adduce an announcement in the Weekly Times, 
headed ‘‘ Wonders of the Horoscope,” by which a correct 
likeness of one’s future wife or husband, as well as the date 
of marriage, were promised for thirteen postage stamps ; 
and another guaranteeing to reveal the events of the next 
seven years for six Queen's heads and to provide millennial 
propheciesgratis. An auction card, lately circulated among 
ourselves, informing the public that a certain individual 
had become possessed of sundry objects of virts once the 
property of divers princes and nobles, but that he was 
‘driven to dispose of the same by sale, without reserve, in 
order to escape from the “ limbo of debt,” forcibly recalled 
to our minds the case of that charmingly simple hearted 
Stiggins, who some years ago addressed to the charitable 
world this advertisement :—70 THE LORD'S PEO- 
PLE. A dear Christian tradesman, who about four months 
ago drew from the Saving’s Bank £60, his all therein, to give 
to a fellow Christian who earnestly required that sum, “ thus 
lending and hoping for nothing again” but from a bountiful 
** God those name is Love,” is now in want of forty pounds 
to pay all demands upon him ere he accepts a call to the 
ministry of the Everlasting Gospel which he believes his 
Heavenly Father is about to make known to him. A lady, 
his friend in Christ the Lord as revealed in the power of 
God the Holy Ghost, thus ventures in simple faith to try the 
door of providence in his behalf ; and would leave the issue 
in the hands of him who has heart, hand, breath and 
purse of men at sovereign command. The smallest help will be 
gratefully acknowledged by the Advertiser. Address to 
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Does not the perusal of this precious announcement 
make one long for a vigorous Mr. Weller, Senior, to thrust 
the “christian tradesimau’s” head into a horse-trough and 
discharge one ‘complicated kick” upon his blasphemous 
person? Some of our community may be excused if they 
invoke a similar fate for the ‘highly respectable” mem- 
bers of the “ old established” Rodanow Company, but if 
we have suffered, there is no reason why we should make 
ourselves ridiculous, and we recommend to the attention 
of our unnecessarily choleric contemporaries the febrifuge 
described in the following advertisement :— 

“ If ever your spirits are damp, low, 
“ And bilious ; you should I opine, 
“ Just quaff a deep bumper of Lamplough— 
_ *¢Of Lamplough’s Pyretic Saline. 
“The title is quaint and ecoentrio— 
“Is probably so by design— 
“But they say for disturbances ventric 
“ There's nought like Pyretic Saline. 
“‘ Don't bid me become exegetio, 
“ Or tell me I'm only a ecamp low, 
“If I tell you no more of Pyretic 
“ Saline manufactured by Lamplough.” 








KANTAN. 
(A Specimen of the Ancient “Nb.") 





Persons Represented. —Rosei, a pilgrim. 
A Performer who takes the part of 
Landlord of the Inn. 


Corvus. 


Imperial Court Messenger. 
Palace noble, bearing to Rosei the “ Elixir of Life.” 


Scene.—The So Country—Eastern China. 


Rosei sings by the way.— 
Thro’ this fleeting, changeful world 
Restless wandering I go 
Like a dreamer sore 
To and fro 
When shall I my dream-way know f 

The same speaking.—My name is Roeei, and I come 
from a district in the Shidka country. Though born of the 
race of man, I cannot yet accept the teachings of Buddha. 
I am ouly stapified and bewildered by them and know not 
what doctrine to choose. I have heard, however, that iu 
the country of So, is a far-famed mountain called Yohizan, 
where dwells a learned and reverend sage, and it is now my 
intention to journey thither. 

Sings.—The place where I am wont to dwell, I cau ouly 
see in the dim distance like a cloud-path, and before me rise 
mountains piled on mountains; but which may be my 
destined place, I know not. I have but this one traveller's 
robe. Sometimes the sunset hath found me wandering on 
wild moors, on lonely mountaius, or I have slept in wayside 
hamlet ; but, at length, my journeyings draw vear their 
close, for I have now welluigh reached the village of Kan- 
tan of which I kuow but the name * * @® # © @ 0 

I have arrived at the hamlet, Kantan, seeking shelter. 

Host of the village Inn.—Rest you, here, on this magic 
pillow, bestowed by Genii iu the olden time, and while 
your meal of boiled millet is preparing, beguile the time 
with pleasant dreams. 

Rosei.—This, then, is the far-famed, magic pillow of 
Kantan of which I have heard. This, then, is the gate-way 
to realms of knowledge, and I shall receive in a dream from 
Heaven a vision of my whole life. 

Chorus.—A gentle shower of rain falls lightly shicmer- 
ing in the sunlight, and shelter seems welcome, although 
the evening crimson hath not yet vanished; and so tle 
traveller nothing loth, reposes on the Genii’s pillow, to - 
view in transient sleep, some golden vision. 

Imperial Messenger.—Rosei, awake, Rosei, nwake,—I 
have an important matter to communicate. 

Rosei, (apparently waking ).— What can it be ? 

Messenger.—The reigning Emperor of the So country ts 
about to abdicate his throne in your favor. 
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Rosei.—Oh ! This is indeed something far beyond all my 
thoughts aud expectations—a marvellous thing! Why 
should I be culled to ascend tho Imperial Throne. 

Messenger.—I know not why you are thus destined to 
become Emperor, but such being the caso, receive my pro- 
found congratulations. Rise, I eutreat, and enter your 
chariot. 

Rosei.— W bat can be the meaning of this? This chariot 
is beautiful beyond compare ; its splendor is like the dows 
at night-fall, distilled in sparkling gems. But, alas! I 
am unaccustomed to riding in a chariot and kuow not how 
to do so with propriety. 

Messenger.—Verily, you, doubtless, never thought to 
reach Imperial state and to ride in this chariot fair as pre- 
cious gems. 

Rosei.—It is even as though I had ascended to Heaven ! 

Chorus.—He enters the jewel-like, shining chariot, while 
in his heart hath bloomed the Flower of Buddba’s teachings ; 
but he kuows not that its full-blown loveliness hath opened 
in his dream for one, brief hour. He marvels that he hath 
thus become a ‘dweller nbove the high, white clouds of 
Heaven and deems his estate most blessed, and his habita- 
tion fair as the lustre of the clear-orbed moon and like in 
its splendor to the lofty Cloud-dragon-palace, radiant, 
indeed, as the palace? of Abo. Its glory fills the air 
with light and, verily, no power of voice or speech can 
shadow forth its wondrous beauty. Throngh lofty gates 
agieain with precious stones, multitudes iu brave a 
perel, puss glittering to and fro, and tread the gold and 
silver sands that strew the palaco grounds. 

How like the scene to the glories of Paradise in its fair 
Capital built high upon *Mt. Shumisen, aud how like to 
joys of Paradise, the sweetness of my delights! Thus Rosei 
thinks amid the splendor of his present blixs. Mark how they 
come and go—the multitudes—bearing thousand thousand 
treasures high-piled as tribute-offerings; while thousand 
thousand banners float from palace heights and seem to touch 
the skies, yet with their wind-swayed folds, sound on the 
earth like voice of mighty thunderings. 


Rosei.—* To the Eastward I rear a silver mountain with 
shiving summit lifted three hundred feet and more. 

Chorus responds.—-He causes to the enstward a golden 
sun to glitter. 

Rosei.—To the westward, I rear 2 mountain gleaming 
golden, with summit lifted three hundred feet aud more. 

Chorus.—He causes to the westward, a silver moon's 
appearing. His palace may fitly be likened to the Eternal 
Palace of the Celestial Country. Spring and Autumn rich in 
blessings, multiply, and youth’s glad hours are lengthened. 
The *Gates of Eterual Youth once entered, days aud months 
flit past in long delight. He hath fashioned the sacred 
precincts of his palace into the semblance of Paradise aud 
Golden eastern sun and white-orbed western moou are 
symbols of his endless life in palace-walls. 


Enter a patace-noble—This communication is re- 
Verently submitted. As Imperial Ruler, your august reign has 
endured for the space of fifty years ; but I bring hither the 
Elixir of Life, the gift of immortal Genii. Quaff, I beseech 
you, this magic draught and thus live and reign « thousand 
years. Behold! Here is Heaven's blest gift, Koudzu, and 
here the jewel-cup, Kogai, that holds the cordial rare. 

Rosei.—What is Heaven's “ Kondzu ?” 

Noble.—The name of its ambrosial wine. 

Rosei.— And what is the wine-cup, “ Kogai ?” 

Noble.—The jewel wine-cup of the Celestial land. 


-. — —ñ — — — —— — 

(1) To those readers who do not read] apanese, the translator wish- 
es to say that this expression, which sounds like an exaggerated 
poetio fancy, is merely the literal translation of a common figure, 
used to designate the high estate of royalty. 


(2) The great Chinese Emperor, known in Japan as “ Shin-no- 
shiko” was the builder of this palace of Abo ; but the other palace 
to which Roeei’s is compared, however famous, is not identified by 
the translator. 


(3) For “ Mt. Shumisen,” see Hepburn. Jakko or (Jakkoo) the 
Capital of Paradise, rises on this famous mountain of ve. 


(4) A mode of showing royal magnificence, borrowed doubtless, 
by the dreamer, from some similar but more probable achievement 
of the famous Emperor referred to before, Shin no Shiko.” 

_ (5) An allusion tothe “furémon” which formed the Entrance 
into Rosci’s dream-palace. The palace-gates borrowed their me 


sounding appelletion from those true “G 
which anciently led to the Genii's palace. ry eee tae 
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Rosei.—This, then, is Life’s Elixir,® draught from the 
dewy wine of Chrysanthemum flowers ! 

Noble.—If you will deign to drivk the potent draught, 
the zenith of your splendor shall eudure ten thousand 
years. 

Rosei—Oh! This is joyinspiring, Then shall my 
people live in peace and plenty, crowned with bliss. 

Chorus.—Yea, verily, yea verily—Great Peace shall 
compass all the land. Forever and forevermore, its glory 
shall increase ; for, seed and source of growing joys, is the 
cup a-brim with Chrysanthemum wine ! 

Rosei dances and sings.—Circle round O wine-cup rare! 
As swiftly glides thy current, my flower-like sleeve that 
pendant falls from Chrysanthemum-gilded robe, clasped 
first in hand, waving, turning, ebbing, flowing, glints and 
glows in rhythmic motion. 
⸗ e * 
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Dances to music—then sings again.—Ah! The white 
dewy wine of Chrysanthemum flowers in my dwelling ! 

Chorus.—Day by day, increasing more and more, these 
flowery dews shall thus become a Pool of depth profound. 
This potent gift shall never cease ; but is like some ever- 
gushing spring ; for again and again we may dip from the 
waters ambrosial, and they but flow the more. He who 
drinks the Chrysanthemum wine finds it in sweetness like 
Kanro, the balmy dew which Heavens rains, and his heart 
grows light within him. He leaps for very joy, and, night 
aod day, delights attend him. His life is passed in Juxary 
and rapturous bliss beyond which there can be uo higher 

oy. 
; TRosei sings responsively,—Forevermore, forevermore, 
from everlasting to everlasting, bubbling brims the Spring 
of pure delight ! 

Chornus.—Through lengthening cycles, shall the Moon 
appear to illume the Heavens. 

Roset.—Me-thiuks, I seem like a dweller in the fair 
Moon-palace, whose feathery cloud-like sleeves wave to the 
joyous rhythm of his night-long dance and song. 

Chorus.— With sound of dauce and music glides the night 
away, and now hath the Sun arisen clear aud fair. While 
yet we deemed it night, the shining dawn appears. 

Rosei.— Yes, verily, the dawn hath come. 

Chorus.— We deemed it only day, but lo! The radiant 
Moon appears and night is come. 

Roset.—Yea, verily, the night is come. 

Chorus.— Behold, the flowers have burst in bloom ! 

Rosei.— And now behold! Crimson tints the autumn . 
leaf. 

Chorus.—We dreamed the summer sau was shining. 

Rosei.—But lo! Butlo! The snow-fiake falls. 

Chorus.—Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter flash before 
our eyes in quick succession. A thousand trees, a thousand 
plauts appear and blossom in a day. Marvel of marvels ! 
Delight of delights! And thus the time speeds on till fifty 
years havo flown. Verily, a glorious vision, but suddenly 
ite eplendors dissolve like fleeting drops of dew. Its ry ry 
hath flashed upou the magic pillow, then vanished and fled 
forevermore. 

Rosei, awaking.—Lo! The dream bath passed away. 

Chorus.—Suddenly have they disappeared—the varying 
delights of of the four seasons circling through these fifty 
years—and Rosei late absorbed in dream, bewildered rises 
from his pillow. 

Rosei— Ah! Many were the marvels of my vision ; 
but the sweet voices heard within my palace-walls, were 
only the low tones of the wind-stirred Pine-boughs, floating 
through my dreams. 

Chorus.— The Palace with its lofty corridors, was but 
the poor village ina of Kantan. 

Roset.—Only a poor and trausient resting-place ! 

Chorus.—How long seemed the glory of the vision ? 

Rosei.—Fifty years seemed its duration. 

Chorus.—How long was the vision in ite passage and 
its flights ? . : 

Rosei.—While one meal of millet was boiling, it came 
and vanished away. 

Chorus..—W onderful is this beyond all measure ! 

Rosei.— Let us carefully ponder man’s estate ! 


6) A wandering Emperor once came upon the Genii in some 
— nook and discovered that from the luxurious growth of 
Chrysanthemums around them, they drank the wine of immortal 
life. 
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Chorus. -Were his life even a century of matchless 
bliss, yet’ would it seem but the passing of a transient 
dream, and how much more the passing splendor of but 
fifty years | 

It is well! It is well! Man’s hope of bliss, his life 
through fifty years of joy, the majesty of regal spleudor, all 
pass as doth a fleeting vision, verily all thing’s are like 
Rosei’s dream which came aud went while his meal of 
millet was boiling. 

Rosei worships.—7 Na-mu Sam-bo! Na-mu Sam-bo!” 
The eyes of my uuderstanding have been opened ! 

Ohorus.—If man but rightly consider, to leave the world 
and seek for Paradise is his best wisdom, ‘and verily in 
teaching this, the magic pillow of Kantan hath proved a 
sage aud noble Teacher. 

Blessed be the Pillow of Kantan ! 

Rosei hath Jearned that the world and all within it, are 
naught but the awift flight of a passing dream. The desire 
of his heart is attained, and he will returu seeking no 
farther. 

Roeei after thrice worshipping before the Genii’s pillow, 
departs upon his homeward way. 


—. — — —  - - —— — 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no ecnse responsible for 
the sentiments or opinions of oar Correspondents, for the accurncy of their assertions, 
or for the deductions they inay clionsc to draw therefrom.) 





To TUE EpiToR of THE “JaraN Malt.” 

Srz:—In common with many of my friends I feel that, in 
your criticism of Prof. Dixon’s book, you have used him ratber 
harshly. It is hardly fair to judge of his book without con- 
sidering all the attending circumstances : therefore it would 
have been juster if yon had stated that he as well as the Japan- 
ese students is acquiring the English language. 

Then, too, would it not have been on the whole better to 
have spared him, rather than havo blighted his as yet only 
partially developed genius ? 

The poct says: 

“Shoe the old horse, and shoe the old mare, 
But let the little colt go bare.” 


I remain, 
&c., &e. 
C. 


— — — — 





— ee 


REUTERS TELEGRAMS. 
Loxpox, 7th March, 1881. 


The Cocrcivo Mensures Bill has been finally passed by 
the House of Lords, the Royal assent has been given, and 
the bill has been proclaimed in Ircland. 











(Surruep ro tne “Honexone Daity Press.”] 


Loudon, February 26th.—The Archbishop of Dublin has 
severcly condemued tho alliance between Pamell and 
Rochefort. . 

Mr. Gladstone has becu thrown out of his carringe. He 
fell on bis head and was severely wounded, but is in no 
danger. 

The Daily News publishes a telegram from Russia stat- 
ing that the treaty with China has been signed. 

The negotiations with the Basutos/Query, the Boers] 
have failed. 

The Boers have defeated six companies of British 
Troops. General Sir George Colley aud many officers 
killed ; only a hundred British escaped. 

Tondon, February 241h.—At an enthusiastic meeting 
bekt at Clare, Ar. Parnell was exhorted to adhere to 
the Land League. 

The Committee ou the Cvercive Measures [Ireland] Bill 
has closed. 

Tho Ashantees are within three days’ march of Elmiua, 
on the Goll Cuast. 

The Greek Army Reserves huve been called out. 

The Conference of the Ambassadors of tie Great Powers 
has commenced sitting at Stamboul. 


em ad ba a re en ——— — 
(7) A proper rendcrivg of this Invocation of the Buddhist's 


translator, heuce Rosei is allowed to pray “in the Original.” 
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| Rickett, Thomeon, Walter, and G. C. Wood(Hon. Sec.) 
three treasures, Buccha, Bible, Bonze, dovs not suggest itself to the | The captain submitted to the meeting three desicus he | 
| received in reply to the advertisement requestiug tenders 


In the House of Commons, the Premier, in reply toe 
qnestion, snid the Government have taken steps to effect 
n satisfactory settlement of the Trausvaal difficulty, but 
declined to give any further information. 





MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


ee 

There was a prolonged and severe shock of earthquake last 
Tuesday at twenty minutes after noon. The vibrations appeared 
to have a decidedly rotatory motion. 


We are informed that the O. & O. Co.'s steamer Gaelic left 
Hongkong for Yokohama on the afternoon of the 7th instant, 


We have been informed that the P. & O. Sunda left Hong. 
kong at noon on Tuesday, the 8th inst., for Yokohama vig 
Nagasaki. 

The British man-of-war Comes will not visit Yokohama as 
was originally intended. She is now in Kobe, and will proceed 
thence to Hongkong. 


The Japanese barque Toyo Afar has been lost near Hakodate, 
Our contemporary the Gasetie is in error when stating that the 
vessel was the property of the Fuhansen-Kaisha ; she be longed 
to Yama Kamé. 


The Russian cruiser Africa left Yokohama at nine o'clock this 
morning, firing a farewell salute as she steamed out. Her des- 
tination is said to be Nagasaki. 

The Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club must congratulate it- 
self on approaching the new season under very different auspi- 
ces from those of twelve months ago. Then the Club could bare- 
ly be said to exist ; it had a name, but no “local habitation,’ 
and this disadvantage seriously threatened its existence. Thanks, 


however, to the energy of the Committee, the good feeling of — 


the Ken Rei, and the kind assistance of the Board of Consuls, 
all difficulties have been overcome, and we think all will agree 
with us in saying that both the site and style of the new boat- 
house are infinitely superior to those of the former building. 

There have been, as there always will be, grumblers, but 
when it is considered how the Committee were restricted to an 
inch in the height, length, and breadth of the building, too 
much praise can hardly be afforded them for what they have 
accomplished. The new erection is handsomely and sub- 
stantially built, the lower story being of stone and the upper — 
of clampboards, while a corragated irou roof with a very slight 
elevation, owing to the exigencies of dimension sforesaid, 
covers it in. The measurements are: length 62 feet ; breadth 
50 feet ; and height about 22 feat. On the ground floor nine 
supports in rowsof three each help to maintain the upper story, 
and there will be just sufficient room to stow away the four-oars, 
with their bows facing the doors that open to the sea. On 
either side of the four-oars, pair-oars, canoes, etc. willfind a rest- 
ing place. It will be a tight fit, but no doubt things will soon ar- 
rauge themselves, Some bathing rooms take up the remaining 
space. There are two small staircases which lead to the 
upper part of the building from the interior, while 2 broader 
one outside takes us up tos verandah ten feet wide, which faces 
the sea, aud which we trust the fairer portion of our 
community will not fail to adorn on the occasion of the next 
regatta. ‘he upper story has a committee room, dressing 
roomsand a bar, round the walls, leaving a large space in the 
centre in which will be placed chairs and tables with newt 
papers &c., making it a comfortable lounging room. 

The central position of the clubhouse does away with the 
argument used sometimes against the old one, that it was so far 
away that all one’s time was wasted in going and coming 
and we hope therefore to see it well filled during the forthcom- 
ing season. 

A meeting of the Club was held, as per advertisement, it 
the Grand Hotel on Tuesday last at 5 p.w. Present ‘— 
Messrs. Boag, F. A. Cope, Churchill, Duer, Gordon, Hawl- 
wood, Hepburn, G. J.L. Hodges, Litchfield (captain), Playfatr, 
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the construction of a floating bath-house. The first, by Mr. 
Green, was a proposal to lash two Japanese boats together and 
erect a house upon them. Boats of 12 feet beam and 
about 40 tons capacity could be hired, with mooring 

and sendoes, for 175 yen,or say $100 for the — 
They would of course be at the risk of the lenders. On 
the platform obtained by lashing these boats together a 
house could be erected containing six dressing rooms 8 ft. 
§ in. by 5 ft, store room, sendves quarters, fresh water 
bath, etc. He (Mr. Green) considered that in very rough 
weather the house would probably g» but the boats would be 
safe, and there was the additional advantage of not having to 
look after them daring the off season, Mr. Litchfield con- 
claded by saying that this plan seemed feusible, but that if a 
suitable permanent stracture could be obtaiued, it would be 
better. 

The next proposal was from Mr. Whitfield, and was to use 
last season's bost, with the addition of rolling chocks and a 
patent outrigger which would not pull her to pieces like an 
ordinary outrigger would. The well-known Cingalese cata- 
maran outrigger had been suggested, but Mr. Whitfield said 
that in a heavy sea it would break up the boat. She is not at 
present in a good condition but could soon be repaired, painted 
and eo on : the price asked for her, with the proposed additions 
to check the rolling, is $250. 

The third proposal came from Mr. Blaikie, a man of 
considerable experience in the construction of floating slips 
&o. His idea was to construct a floating house, built punt 
fashion, with a building as light as possible on it for the accom- 
modation of bathers. His estimate was $750. The plan he 
had submitted to the Committee could be modified by the 
addition of rolling chocks &c., and he would guarantee that the 
house should be thoroughly stable and last through almost any 
gale. Those were the only three tenders received and he (Mfr. 
Litchfield) would be glad to hear any suggestions. 

A desultory conversation then ensued in which the relative 
merits and demerits of the schemes were discussed, none being 
actually what was reqaired. On its termination Mr. W. B. 
Walter said there seemed to be no doubt that all were agreed 
that, in order to keep the bathing members together, better 
accommodation must be afforded. He suggested that Mr. 
Blaikie’s scheme might be modified by making the boat longer 
aud the permanent house smaller, which would offer less 
resistance to the wind, while the open ends could be 
screened in with canvas, which could be removed every 
night. He proposed the following resoultion: — That the 
committee be empowered to raise a sum of $1,000 by 
debentares similar to those already secured on the property 
the Club, but ranking after those already issued, to be 
spent in building a floating bath-honse after Mr. Bluikie’s 
plan, with such modifications as the committee deem desirable, 
especially by reducing the fixed house in the centre of the 
barge and utilizing iron stanchions and canvas coverings for 
the ends, and that outriggers, if practicable, be affixed to the 
hull of the barge. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Haselwood and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Litchfield said that before the meeting broke up he 
Would like to say that the new boat house was so far completed 
that he contemplated moving the boats iu as soon us the wea- 
ther moderated, and that he meant to try and arrange by the 
middle of the month (for a row, which he hoped they would all 
enjoy as much as he expected to do hiinself. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


If the extract we published on Monday from the Afainichi 
Shinbun be correct, it would seem that the native apostles of 
direct trade have yet a great deal to learn before they cau at- 
tempt to compete with the tricks of trade that they may en- 
counter abroad. An agent of a direct trading{company sold 
forty-ihrve butes of silk, taking in payment a bill at four month's 
— this, it appears, is all Le is ever likely to see of his 
nae aking a fair average pricc, and calculating the bales at 
Berk each, as they probably would be for a native firm, the 

oes, when freight, brokerage &c. are all included, cannot 
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|have been less thau $20,000 or $30,000, probubly nearer the 


latter amouut. 


In respouse to an invitation His Majesty King Kalakaua paid 
a visitto the Union Church on Thursday last, when the ninth an- 
niversary of the org:unization of the Native Church of Christ in 
Japan was celebrated. His Majesty, who was expected at 2 
p.m, unfortunately mixsed his train xt ‘lokio, and so did not 
arrive until nearly four oclock. The Church, which was filled 
to overflowing by natives, with a fair sprinkling of foreignera, 
was tastily decorated. ‘he Hawaian and Japanese flags bang 
on either side of the platform, on the wall behind which was 
the word “Aloha” in large green letlcrs, which was sub- 
sequently expluined to be the Hawaian greeting “ Love to thee.” 
On the wall at the other end of the sacred edifice were the 
words “ Hawaii te Japan, 1853,” and “ Japan to Hawaii, 1881." 
On the arrival of His Majesty, accompanied by Dr. Galick 
Colonels Judd and Armstrony, the services at once commenced 
with an invocation, followed by the doxology, remarkably well 
sung, both in Japanese. Next the Rev. J. H. Ballagh read a 
short lesson from the Old Testament in English. A native 
pastor then recited a prayer, which was followed by the singing 
in Japanese of hymn No. 15 of the hymubook used in the 
Church. 

Dr. Gulick next addressed the meeting. He said that having 
been born in the Saudwich Islands, and living in Japan now, 
though not being himself a missionary, but yet closely associat- 
ed and interested in missionary work, he had been called upon 
to explain the objects of their meeting to the foreigners 
present. He explained the rise and progress of the charch, 
its great indebtedness to the Christians of Hawaii, and 
how it had now been used by the native Christians for 
worship upwards of four years. It was thought a very 
fitting opportunity now that his Majesty was in Japan 
that they should on this, the occasion of their ninth anniversary, 
return to the people of Hawaii, through His Majesty, their sincere 
thanks for the gift which they had made twenty-eight years ago. 
It was interesting that His Majesty should have attended the 
dedication of a Chinese Church just before leaving his empire. 
He could not conclude better than by wishing His Majesty, in 
his native tongue “ Aloha,” (love to thee.) 

The Rev. Okuuo Masatsuns then read the following address 
in Japanese, and presented a copy of the Japanese New Testa- 
ment to His Majesty. 

“ Your Majesty the King of Hawaii—On behalf of the mem- 
bers of the first church of Christ in Japan, whose ninth anniver- 
sary we celebrate to-day, I extend to Your Majesty a most cordial 
welcome. We feel greatly honoured by Your Majesty's pre- 
sence on such an occasion, and consider it as a mark of the 
liberal principles that characterize your Majesty's government 
and people. History records that Columbus in setting out on his 
famed voyage of discovery had Cipango and the East Indiesin 
view. He knew notthat a great continentof America and Your 
Majesty's beautiful island empire needed first to feel the life-giving 
touch of Christian civilization, before they in turn could extend 
it to our country. We rejoice in the integrity and independence 
of your empice, your liberal constitutional government, and in 
your great progress in educational matters. May the thrones 
of Kamehameha and of Jimmu never be held by others than 
their lawful descendants. A special duty which rests upon 
us to-day is this: this house of God in which we meet 
owes its erection to the generous donation of a large. 
sum of money from the Hawaian Christians to build 
the first native church in Japan. This money was 
intrusted to the mission of the Reformed church in 
America for our use. By the generous gifts of others which 
were added to this,;and the exertions of our first teachers, this 
church was erected and was dedicated to the worship of God 
July 10th, 1875, from which time it has been freely used by us. 
Wo well know the source of that love which was seen in this 
gift on tho part of Your Majesty's people. It is no other than 
the love of God which led him to send his only begotten son 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. And we are glad to avail ourselves of the op- 
portunity afforded by Your Majesty's visit to this Em- 
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pire to offer, through the august person of Your Majesty, 
to the Christians of Hawaii, our sincere thanks. We 
have heard of the great success which has attended the 
preaching of the gospel in your dominion, but the cause of 
Christianity as yet with us is in its infancy. Yet are we happy 
to tell Your Majesty of more than seventy churches and 4,000 
Christian believers. We hope alao the day is not far distant 
when we in tarn shall send our missionarics to other islands 
and countries to proclaim the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
As a trifling token of our high respect for Your Majesty we 
humbly present Your Majesty a copy of the New Testament in 
our language and pray that the high degree of liberty and 
advanced national prosperity which has been the blessing of 
those nations where this book has had its widest influence be 
more and more fully enjoyed both by Your Majesty's people 
and oars.” 

His Majesty, speaking in excellent English, said in reply :— 
It is a source of great pleasure to me, on this occasion, to thank 
you for the very valuable gift that you have made me this 
afternoon. I feel very much gratified for this exchange of 
love, not only between Hawaii and Japan as nations, but also 
as between the Christians of our country and yours. I shall 
consider this estimable gift of the church of Japan—of the 
Christians of Japan—a pleasing memento of my visit, 
and I have no doubt it will be very gratifying to the 
Christians of my kingdom on my return, for me to be able to 
show them the valuable present you have made me to-day. 
The Christian religion is the prevailing religion of my Kingdom, 
and I hope that the liberal spirit of the Imperial sovereign 
of Japan, aud your labors—the labors of the mission as well as 
those of the communicants—will conduce to the progress of 


your work. With these few remarks let me thank the Chris- | 4, .i, 


tians of Japan for their kindness. I only regret that my stay 
in Japan is not long enough to visit the church more often. 

Hymn No. 727 was next sung, in English, and the service 
terminated with the benediction pronounced by the Rev. 
Uemura Masahisa. 

His Majesty then adjourned to an ante-room where many 
presentations to him were made, some of those presented being 
old Hawaiians. His Majesty left shortly after five, and visited 
the Yokohama Chapter later in the evening, returning to the 
capital by the 10 p.m. train. 

The fire bell rang out its unwelcome alarm once more,on Fri- 
day morning, shortly after twoo'clock. The sceneof the confla- 
gration was the well known hotel kept by Mr. Peter Clausen, at 
No. 188, Swamp. It was some time before the engines arrived 
and when they did the flames had gained complete mastery over 
the building, while the water was so muddy owing to the recent 
snow, thaws and rains, as almost to choke the hose. A small 
tenement. standing between Clausen’s and the Europe Hotel 
next caught fire, and the latter place seemed for a long time to 
be also: doomed ; the windows of the upper story and the 
wooden. gutter were on fire, were put out, re-ignited and again 
extinguished some half-dozen times. Eventually a foreigner 
snoceeded:in tearing off and throwing down all this woodwork 
and actually saved the house. On the same side of the road, 
bat divided by a narrow street, stood a large Chinese dispensary, 
the whole of which was destroyed. The flames were fortunately 
mastered before spreadiug further. 

We regret to say that among the smouldering embers of 
what remained of Clausen’'s Hotel, was the corpee of a foreigner 
named Gustave Langwist, formerly a quartermaster in the 
employ of the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steamship Company, who was 
apparently burnt to death while in bed. 


His Majesty Kalakaua, King of Hawaii, who is the grand 
master of freemasonory in his own kingdom, will meet the Ma- 
eonic Fraternity of Yokohama and ‘I'ukio on Monday evening 
when a ball will be given in his honour at the Masonic hall 
The ball, however, will have nothing of an official character, 
and will be strictly limited to the subscribers and their friends: 
For the information of non-resident as well as resident masons 
we would inform them that they may add their names to the 
subscription list, which is now being circulated, by sending a 
note to any one of the leading members of the craft. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Yokohama Fire Brigade was 
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held yesterday (10th instant) at the Yokohama United Club. 
Present: Messrs. Macpherson, Kilby, Rickett, Dodds, Play- 
fair, Alleu, Shand, and J, H. Brooke (chairman). 
The honorary secretury read the minutes of the last annual 


meeting of 9th February 1880, which wero upproved. He 
then read the following report :— 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE YOKOHAMA FIRE 
BRIGADE, 18890. 
The Committee have now the pleasure to submit their report for 
the year 1881, as also the Hon. 1 urer’s .iccounte. 

e subscriptions amount to exactly the same sum as last year, 
viz. $2,665. There is a falling off of contributions from firms and 
private individuals, but the amounts are made up by donations 
from fire offices who had not hitherto subscribed. e Chinese 


guild failed to contribute. 

The Engines have attcn:led at G fires, two only being settlement, 
and the rest in the native town. ‘he two former were at No. 66 
on the Ist December, and at the Honmura Road on the 20th of 
same month. both being of unusual extent. 

The Kencho have been applied to by your committee to and 
arrange that the water pipes in the native town be ed on 
through Main-street with side supplies for Water-street and the 
swamp. The Kencho takes a favourable view of the scheme and 
has submitted the same to the Machigaisho officials. They hope 
shortly, to let your committee know what can be done. 

It was at first to lay pipes from the bund wall, extend- 
ing to a distance such as would inc ude the lowest tide, 
various reasons the scheme was considered impracticable. 

The American engine is to be removed shortly to the fire brigade 
compound on account of disposal of the lot w it stands by the 
proprietor for other purposes. This will occasion the erection of a 


new baling co 2 
The comuittes take this opportunity ox teaming the other fire 
brigades, both J e268 oreign, and the officers and crews of 

-war in port for their prompt assistance when- 
ever required. 


the various 
The present members of committee—visz. Messrs. Dodds, Dun- 
lop, Allen, Fraser and Shand, now beg respectfally to tender 
resignations. 


For the Committee, . 
W. J. 8. SHAND, 
Hoa. Sec. and Treasurer. 
Yokohama, 8let December, 1880. 


LIST OF FIRES IN 1880. 


1880. 

Jauuary 22.—No. 156, Bluff. 
4.—Isezaki-cho. 

June 16.—Part of native town known as “ Karafuto.” 
December 1.—No. 66, Main-street. 
11.—Benten-dori. 
»  20.—No. 123 and Honmura-road. 
» 28 —leezaki-cho. 


YOKOHAMA FIRE BRIGADE ACCOUNT CURRENT FOR 
THE YEAR 1880. 


THe YOKOHAMA Frere BeicaDe rm Accouxrr CURREXT WITH THE 
UNDERSIGNED. 
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To Dr. Eldridge, Medical attendanoe............ —— 

» Ground rent, Brigade Lot No. 238 ............. 
6 Advertising meeting Herald and reports 
6 Gazette. 


6, » se * Aſail....... ... ere 
. » Schroff collecting subscriptions .............ce0e. 
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1880. 
Jan. 1, By balance in H. & S. Bank as per account current 
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9, ,, Subscriptions by Fire offices....... eaceccseses $2,020 
9, » by Fi 640 


Apr. 
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” ’ * 9 Chinese ild ©0000 ο α eeecces 2 665.00 
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$3,859.61 
Jan. 1, By Balance as above ..........ccccccccsccccccccccee ovcccees 2,042.25 


DEPENDENCY.—Due for work repairing fire brigade 
COMPOUND ......cocrsccscrcssercrsccccoese above Yen 225.00 











Yokohama, 3let December, 1880. 
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Mr. Macpherson called atteution to the falling off wf private 
subscriptions, aud urged that efforts should be made to iucrease 
then, and to obtuin a contribution from the Chinese guild. 

Mr. Kilby asked what had been done about the proposed 
water supplies, and produced a plan of the settlemunt shewing 
where water could be obtained and where it was wanting. 

Mr. Brooke suggested inquirics might be made into how the 
Japanese were assessed for the water supply, as a guide to 
what the settlement would have to pay. 

The committee having resigned, the following gentlemen 
were elected, Messrs. Allen, Dodds, Playfair, Walter and 
Shand. 

Mr. Allen said that the engines were in good order and that 
the buildings in the fire brigade compound were being repaired. 

A discussion then took place on the subject of the unsafe 
class of buildings now being erected on the scene of the late 
fire in Honmura rvad, and the existence of kerosine godowns 
in the new swamp concession. 

Mr. Macpherson proposed and Mr. Kilby seconded, that the 
Committee be asked to acidress a letter to the Board of Oonsuls 
requesting that the storage of kerosine oil be limited, if possible, 
to the government godowns; pointing out that the buildings 
erected and in process of erection on the site of the late fire 
in Honmura Road are believed to be in contravention of the 
building convention eutered into by the Ministers, after the 
great fire of the 29th December, 1866. 

The motion was carried and the meeting then separated with 
a vote of thanks to the chair, and to the committee for the past 
year, for their services. 








PARIS LETTER. 

The circular of the French Foreign Minister to the Greeks, 
is only viewed by them as a paper pellet of the brain, that will 
not turn them from the career of their humor; whether the 
Berlin Congress did, or did not, accord them ipso facto the new 
frontiers claimed, the Greeks are called upon, in the interests of 
general peace, not to set the spark to the train of powder. 
They are bent on war, for it is no secret now, when the ball is 
opened that the Danubian roitelets will join in, to complete their 
independence, and escape the indemnities and annuities due to 
the Sultan. Then if Austria advances, so must Russia, and 


next England. The French nation do not understand the 
gravity of the coming complications: it is concluded that 


France can keep aloof, and that her interests in the East will 
take care of themselves. Now Orientals understand no other 
form of government but that of force: might with them is 
right. It is a day dream for the French to conclade, that when 
Europe shall be in flames, they can fiddle. Happily the 
ministers, M. Gambetta above all, is aware of the contrary and 
of the necessity of making for his country friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness. France has not only to keep an eye 
oa Germany and Alsace, but on German intentions in Syria ; 
Italy and Tunis give her cause to be vigilant, and if the moment 
be coming when the Turks are to be ejected from Europe, 
their co-religionists in Algeria will show they too feel the blow. 

The funny journals give a cartoon of the marriage of Malle. 
Louise Michel—the hallucinated leader of the Communists, and 
M. Gambetta, whom she is ready to poignard for the welfare 
of her country. Although as Mrs. Malaprop says, for a 
lasting liking it is beat to commence with a little aversion, that. 
political marriage is as impossible as “ the carp and the rabbit.” 
It means that that strong-minded damsel ought to no longer 
speak of things she does not understand. She and Rochefort, 
after bellowing like lions, and brenthing threatenings and 
elaughters since three months, now “roar as gently as any suck- 
ing dove, as it were any nightingale,” since the municipal 
elections inflicted on them the cruel but seasonable lesson, that 
new France has no sympathy with their ravings. The country 
has satisfied the opportuoism of Gambetta, which is perhaps 
but the idea expressed by Thiera—the R-:public will be conser- 
vative, or not nt all. The monarchists protest, but they can- 
not replace what exists, and the intransigeauts have nothiug lo 
fall back upon but a cheap supply of gas and a better admiu- 
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istration of trainways—matters belonging to no special political 
school. The French too have felt that the farce of old maids, 


who have taken to the tribuue like an endemic, has continued 
sufficiently long, and that they ought to look after household 
matters. 

The Bonapartists have had another fearful quarrel : like 
Mr. Punch and his wife, they lead a terrible life ; Prince 
Napoleon, the successor and heir to all the bankrupt rights 
of imperialism, concluded that the annual mass for the re- 
pose of the soul of Napoleon III. was a political mis- 
take: the republicans are of Opinion he is long since past 
praying for: Paul de Cassagnac disagrees with the Prince, 
whom he regards as the last of men: indeed these masses 
of late were becoming simply ovations for de 
while registering the rapid descent of the party of imperialism, 
to below zero even. Prince Napoleon understood the import- 
ance of this point. He, the legal testamentary chief of a 
dynasty as extinct as that of the Shepherd Kiugs of Egypt, 
believes the mortuary masses prejudicial: de Cassagnac will 
have his all the same. The affair rests with St. Poter. 

M. de Molinari is a gentleman who last autumn visited 
Ireland to study the condition of that country: he returned 
with something like the conviction that the landlords were as 
badly off as the tenants, that the latter should cease to be 
cultivators and become comfortable farm servants, or emigrate; 
that even if they had the land for nothing they could not 
compete with scientific agriculturists, wanting as they do, 
capital; they had a weakness for whiskey and tea, had no 
fragul habits, and the country had no industries to employ an 
excessive population depending for subsistence on a poor soil, 
fitted more for pasture land than high farming: as for separa- 
tion from England, that would be the most frightful of cala- 
mities for Erin. M. Molinari judges the Irish question at its pre- 
sent stage. Boycotting is only a new name for an old arm: in the 
Middle Ages, when the Charch employed the weapon, it was cal- 
led excommunication : the Trade’s Union named it the Black List. 
Legislation canuot remedy the savagery, nor can the landlords 
retaliate by a lock-out, asin the case of manofacturers, and 
they have no power to expel a tenant, the consequence of M. 
Gladstone’s philanthropic act of 1870, which shook the rights 
of property and suggested the charge of land-robbers against 
proprietors. M. de Molinari attributes then the chaos of Ire- 
land, not to the excitations of the Land League, etc., but to 
the imprudent philanthropy of the English parliament. The 
article has created a stir here. ; 

France continues to be, politically, as calm as a sammer's 
sea; the Republic being consolidated attention is fixed upon 
material reforms: the nation having clearly separated religion 
from clericalism, the leaders of the latter seemed to have van- 
ished: the letter of Leon XIII did good work in laying the 
boisterous party of political religionists. France, too, is making 
money and saving, and prosperous, with not the slightest inten- 
tion to imitate Jeshuron, who when he waxed fat, kicked. 
No: all the paths of France are peace: all her home measures 
are for making her sons freemen and enlightened, leaving her 
liberalism to do its propaganda work in old Europe. In the 
new Code of instructions drawn up for the governmeut of the 
primary or nationul schools of France, corporal punishment is 
formally forbidden to be inflicted. 

The fortifications round Paris, have, at stated intervals, splen- 
did barracks, capable of accommodating 500 soldiers each; these 
not being all occupied, and being situated in the most healthy 
confines of the capital will be turued into auxiliary hospitals. 
Auother medica! reform: in the lunatic asylums the doctors 
have been so satisfied with the good result flowing from the 
out-door treatinent of patients, that they intend extending the 
practice ; however, caution ought to be observed, as one of 
these patients, a house porter, has just shot fuur of the tenants, 
in a new fit, and cut his throat with a ruzor, when the police 
vume to arrest him. 

In the vast hall of the St. Lazare railway termiuus, a lady 
was waiting the arrival of the train that was bringiug her two 
children from school; a smoker threw a blazing match away 
after lighting his cigar: the lace of the lady's robe came in con- 
tuct with it; soon she was in flames and ran screaming along the 
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hall: people flew away to avoid her when a railway clerk thew 
his top coat over her ; she was fearfully injured. 

The weather has set in wickedly frosty, and skates are the 
order of the day: sleighs are advertised, and seem to be as 
plentiful as cabs: the Danes cut the best figure with their 
sledges, next the Americana; but the Russian traineau im- 
presses one as being meant for business; when two immense 
black Orloff horses are yoked to the vehicle, it has positively 
an imposing appearance ; the Official bulls commence after the 
25th, when President Grévy inaugurates the season ; 6,000 invi- 
tations have been issued for his firat soirée. 

A doctor was sympathised with on account of his 
anxiety touching a patient: he explained, the operation he 
intended performing was very delicate, not one per cent suc- 
ceeded, and he was naturally uneasy about his reputation—the 
life of the patient counted, it seems, for nothing. 

Two friends: ‘I find the times very hard, having a wife and 
two children, while you have no children "—“ But you forget I 
have two wives.” 

A prisoner condemned to be guillotined claimed the right to 
be interred at Charenton —the graveyard for lunatics : 
“Why?” asked the Judge: “ Because, I shall be qualified 
having lost my head.” 

A pupil compluined he conld not understand how the touch- 
ing of a telegraph line at one cud caused it to be understwod at 
the other. Professor: “If you pinch the end of a dog's tail, 
will he not open his mouth ?” 
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JAPANESE ITEMS. 





(The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 

iginal sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

A vernacular paper writes as follows :—We learn from a 
Chinaman, who frequents the Chinese Legation, that Li-Hung- 
Chang is reported to have sent a letter to the Chines 
Minister at Tokio, with instructions to return hume, but that 
this recall has not actually been mado public by the Pvkiny 
Government. We wouder if this can be true ? 

The Hochi Shinbun states that the number of courts to be 
established throughout the Empire is said to have been decided 
as follows :—90 Primary courte, 18 Districts courts, 90 Inde- 
pendent Districts courts, aud 7 Courts of appeal, theve Inst 
being situated in Tokio, Osaka, Nagoya, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, 
Miyagi and Hakodate’. 

According to a native contemporary the Imperial House- 
hold Department has issued orders that the names of such 
nobles as are acquainted with gunnery shall be forwarded to 
the Department as soon as possible. The paper asks, what 
this be in consequence of ? : 

The Afainichi Shinbun says a telegram has been received 
that the Kongo left Nagasaki for Yokohama on the morning 
of the 5th iustant, and that therefore she may be expected 
here shortly. 

It is stated in a native paper that about 70 of the officials 
below the rank of Soniu in the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment are ehortly to be discharged. 

The same paper says there is a rumour that Mr. Nomura, 
Governor of Kansgawa prefecture, will shortly be promoted to 
the Senate. 

We learn from the same source that the prison in the 
Hokkaido is nearly completed, and that criminals will be sent 
there shortly. In connection with this some officials from the 
Police Department and the Prison Bureau will shortly be 
despatched to the locality. 

The Hocht Shinbun informs us that on the evening of the 5th 
inst the princess of the blood, the Daijin, Sangi, acd other 
officials went to the residence of His Majesty the King of 
Hawaii, where #0 entertninment, including an exhibition of 
conjuring, was given. Several Japanese airs were also per- 
formed. On the 6th inst., His Ruyal Highness was to yisit 


the National Exhibition. 
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The Zfochi Shinbun contuins the following :—His Majesty the 
King of Hawaii visited the National Exhibition on the Morni 
of the Gth inst., accompanied by His Imperial Highness 
Higashi-Fushimi-no-Miya, and iuspected all the sections. He 
seems to have been greatly astonished at the prosperous and 
advanced state the exhibits tended to prove. He paid special 
attention to the exhibits in the Fine Art Gallery and th, 
Machinery Building, aud asked the Japanese officials many 
questions about the methods of manufacturing &c. The visit 
over, he took dinner at the Seiyoken restaurant and returned to 
his residence at 3 p.m. On the same evening he invited the 
Daijin and Sangi to an entertainment. The paper also states 
that at first he contemplated leaving for China on the 9th 
inst., but has postponed his departure for a week, in spite of 
his feeling the cold intensely, after such a warm climate as that 
of his own country. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes as follows :—His Majesty the 
Emperor, accompanied by Mr. Yoneda, one of the Imperial 
chamberlains, left the Palace at 9.30 a.m. on the 8th instant and 
arrived at the Hitiya parade ground at 10 o'clock. His Majesty 
the King of Hawaii, with a Minister of his Household 
Department, arrived there from the Yenriokwan at a little past 
10, and had an interview with the Emperor in a tent, during 
which the military band played. After a short interval Their 
Majesties the Emperor and the King went out on horseback, 
followed by Their Imperial Highnesses Arisugawa-no- Miya, 
Higashi-Fushimi-no-Miya, Fashimi-nv-Miya, Kita-Shirakawa- 
uo-Miya, Their Excellencies Sanj» the Prime Minister ; Okuma, 
Oki, Terashima, Yamagata, Ito, Kuroda, Yamada, Privy Coun- 
cillors ; Tokudaiji, Miuister of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment, and many high Military officers, and His Excellency the 
Hawaiian Minister of the Royal Household Department. They 
rode round the parade ground, after which they witnessed the 
review froma tent. The King left at about 11.10, bidding adieu 
to the Emperor in the tent, and the Emperor shortly afterwards 
left for the Palace. On the 7th instant the Ewperor presented 
some Yamato-nishiki ( valuable Japanese brocade ) and several 
other gifts to the King of Hawaii. The King, accompanied 
by His Imperial Highness Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya, visited 
the Government Printing Office on the morning of the 7th inst. 
It ia said that the royal guest will leave for China by an English 
steamer on the 16th inst. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says that His Majesty the King of 
Hawaii visited the Shintomiza theatre on the 9th instant. The 
programme was the same as that which was prepared when Gene- 
ral Graut visited the theatre. Four acts were performed. Tickets 
were issued by the authorities to many of the officials, private 
gentlemen, and the editors of the native papers. The Royal 
visitor arrived at about 7.30 p.m. ; on his entry all the native 
visitors stood up, and applauded by clappiug their hands. Their 
Imperial Highnesses Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya, Kita Shirakewa- 
no-Miya, Shirakawa-no-Miya, and their wives, and Their Ex- 
cellencies Ito, and Yamagata, privy councillors; Mateukats, 
Home Mlinister; Enomoto, Minister of the Navy, Messrs. Uyen0, 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs; Matsuda, governor of Tokio, 
and many other high officials and naval and militsry officers 
wore present. His Majesty seemed to have been highly 
pleased with the performance. 

The Hochi Shinbua says that His Majesty the King of 
Haiwaii will go to the Oji paper factory to-day, and afterwards 
take tiffin at the country residence of Mr. Shibusaws Yei-ichl. 
His Majesty visited the Shikuan Gakko (Military College) °° 
the 10th instant. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

The Choya Shinbun says:— At present the total number of 
men-of-war undcr the control of the Navy Department ‘ 
twenty-seven, of which 8 are undergoing repairs at Sear 
3 are at the Naval depot ; 1 at the branch school at Urags ; 1 
the Engineering school at Yokosuka ; 1 at the Naval College * 
a training ship; 2 abroad ; und the remaining 11 at the East- 
ern Admiralty Office, as forming the regular fleet. * 

The same paper says that several officers from * — 
men-of-war now in Yokohama, visited the Naval — 
afternoon of the 41h inst. and inspected the methods of teaching 
the cadets, and glso witnessed drill on board the Kenko. 
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A native paper writes :—Itis said that in the War Depart- 
ment affairs connected with the recent difficulty between Japan 
and China are kept very secret, and that lately the opinions 
expressed by tho foreign papers with reference tothe affair are 
carefully studied. 

the Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that in January last, the 
horses available by the War Department were 1,558 ; this being 
189 less than proper number the balance will be purchased as 
goon as possible. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

The same journal contains the following :—Mr. Mayeda, a 
noble and ex-Daimio of Kashiu, hearing that many of his for- 
mer vassals at Kanazawa have been reduced to great poverty, 
bas given instructions to them that they should mutually stim- 
ulate one another to undertake some public work in order to 
ensure gaining their livelihood, and he has offered to advance 
a sum of money as a subsidiary fund. He sent two of his 
servants to Kanazawa last year to inquire what work was 
viewed favourably. All the shizoku had elected a number of 
representatives, opened meetings under the title of Kogio- 
kwai (Industrial Meetings) with a view to deliberate on the 
proposals put forward by each of them. Many questions were 
proposed, such as the establishment of a company for 
encouraging products, development of wmarine transport, 
mining industries, reclamation of wasto land, construction 
of canals, cattle breeding, emigration to Hokkaido, etc., ete. 
The propositions were more than forty in number, but 
amongst them there was one that the railway at Tsuroga should 
be continued to Kanazawa, which attracted many adberents. 
The editor of the Ishikawa Shinbun wrote several consecutive 
articles on the advantages the scheme would confer. The 
distance between the two places being about 35ri, however, it 
was suid by some that the work would be difficult and 
the expenses heavy; and that a railway, in that 
locality, at present would be just as useful as a goldileaf 
covered acreen would be to a pauper. The question was 
not decided, but the shizoku asked their former chieftain 
to determine it. He replied that deputies should come to the 
capital, and accordingly Messrs. Sugimura, and Yamakishi have 
recently arrived. We think the enterprise will be started 
at no remote date. 

One of the native papers states that an agent of one of the 
Japanese direct Trading Companies (the Boyeki Shokwai) who 
went recently to New York with a quantity of silk, sold forty 
three bales to a dealer in that city, who took delivery on pre- 
senting a bill payable at four months sight and then decamped 
with the goods. Owing to the nature of the bill no legal pro- 
ceedings can be taken uctil it has matured, and the seller is 
naturally in a great state of mind at his loss. 

We take the following from the same source:—The Kogio 
Shokwai, (an industrial company) borrowed, some years ago, the 
sum of 300,000 yen in specie from the Treaxury, without iaterest, 
in order to apply it to the purchase of Chinese tuels. The term 
of the loan expired in July or August of lust year, and 
therefore, in accordance with a petition made by Mr. Hasahara 
Kichigoro, at present director of the Company, the Treasury 
applied several times to the Dajjokwan that the loan might be 
renewed, but answer was received that it must be re-puid be- 
fore June next. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun informs us that the auxiliary line 
between Tokio and Yokvhama has been completed, and that 
goods trains will be run on it four times daily on and after the 
15th instant. 

A native paper writes as follows:—Asthe railway at Tsu- 
ruga, in the province of Echizeu, is to be completed shortly the 
Mitsu Bishi S. S. Co. contemplate opening a regular line between 
this port and those of Kamaishi, Fusbiki, and Niigata, and the 
necessary preparations are now being made. The sea between 
these ports being well known to be dangerous, it is said thut 
two of their strongest steamers will be put on th« line. 

The Mochi Siinbua’s market report says:—In Yokohavia 
daily purchases of silk are vepurted. No chang-s have occurred 
in price. Owing to the receut rise in silver, holders seem 
to be slightly inclined to sell, but as one or two foreign firms 
are purchasing continually, none of them have reduced ratus at 
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present, Both sellers and bnyers are holding back for a good 
chance. From the Ist to the 4th instant 956 bales of stock 
Were sold, and 137 arrived from producing provinces. Tea 
seems to be comparatively inactive and demands are insig- 
nificant. ‘There ix a slight enquiry for superior grades, but 
stocks are very small. About 9,000 bags of sugar have been 
imporied, but uothing is doing. Inferior grades of sbirtings, 
being rather scarce, are saleable, but superior and mediam are 
dull. Black cotton velvet is also unsileable ; prices range from 
$7.00 or $7.50 @ $8.25 for superior quality. 

We learn from the Afainichi Shinbua that Mr. Hayakawa, a 
resident in Yanata-gori, in the prefecture of Tochigi, intends 
constructing a dock at the 4th battery off Shinagawa. He has 
lately come to the capital and applied to the Tokio Fucho for 
the loan of the battery (sic). The application was received, 
and answer given that a definite reply would be forwarded 
after enquiries had been made into the scheme. 

It is stated in a Tokio native paper that for the purpose of 
loading a cousiderable quantity of silk on board the French 
Mail steamer Jfenzaleh, which left on the morning of the 5th 
inst, the Yokohama Custom House was specially kept open till 
11 o'clock the previous night. Also that the silk purchased by 
Messra, Bavier & Co., from the Boyeki Shokreai, averages about 
$500,000 worth daily. 

A local native paper states:—In Yokohama no appreciable 
change has occurred in silver, it being comparatively quiet bat 
firm. On the 7th iustant the market opened at 175.1, and rose 
to 175.5. At noon it was 175.38. No change worthy of mention 
has occurred in other specie. Silk being constantly purchased 
in Europe, is in fair demand, although prices have not gone 
up. The scarcity of stocks contributes to its activity. A tele- 
gram received by the Boyeki Shokwai from London, dated 
5.28 p.m. on the 6th instant, quoted as follows :— 

Shinshiu 17/6 ($528) ; Mayebashi 17/—($510) ; Hachioji 15/6 
($468); Filature 19/6 ($588). Market fair. 

A native paper writes as follows:—The Kailosha (a steam 
ship company) of Sakaicho, Kobe, originally established by 
some men of the Okayama prefecture, started at first ina humble 
way, but owing to the diligence of its members, it has attracted 
public attention and has become very prosperous. It now 
possesses over twenty steamers, large and small. Besides this, 
it has lately sent an order to England for the construction of 
two large stcamers, aud has applied to the Navy Department 
for permission to employ Mr. Matsuda Kinjirv, a ship con- 
structor of that Department, who graduated in a British 
Arsenal. 

We quote the following from a vernacular journal -—“ It is 
reported by a traveller lately returned from the Okinawa pre- 
fecture that on making enquiries as to the mineral products: 
in that group of islands the authorities have found that in 
the main island there are smull quantities of sulphur, coal, and 
iron, and in other adjacent islands, Sudsuri-ishi and coal. In. 
Oshima there is copper and sulphur. On this island typhoons. 
occur towards the end of Spring and the beginning of Summer, 
every year, and the destruction caused by them is always 
considerable. Whenever a typhoon is about (o come on a small 
cluster of black clouds appear in the sky. 

The Choya Shinbun sates that the native merchants at 
Yokohama are exporting the old one rin copper coins in great 
quantities to China; and that up to date about 2,500,000 yeu of 
these coins must have been scent away. 

The same paper states :—On the Sth inst. 380,000 yen in 
gold was sent to Yokohama from the Treasury, being the 
interest for the foreigu loan. Hitherto the interest has been 
paid in silver, but this time payment was made iu gold. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that a boiler of 30 horse-power, 
which waa being manufactured in the Governmeut Printing 
Office, has been completed ; aud that it wil! shortly be sent to 


ſthe straw-paper factory at. Utsunomrya, Tochigi prefecture, 
‘for which purpose ib was coustructed, 


We notice in one ot the native papers that, as formerly ad- 
vertised, the Nogiokonshin Aveai (Agricultural friendly meeting) 
was held in the Hongwauji temple at Asakusa, Tokio, on the 
afternoon of the 8th instant. Notwithstanding the fact that 
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there wasn slight fall of suow, and that the cold was intense, | to the steady advance in the price of all commodities since last 


more than one hundred members were present. Mr. Yasui, 
the president, gave an explanation of the objects of opening 
the meeting, and Mr. Tsuda Sen delivered an address congra- 
tulating the members on the occasion, and explained the iuten- 
tions of the society to the public. The officials in charge of the 
Mita nursery garden attended the meeting, and gave details of 
several agricultural experiments they had made. After the 
business of the meeting was concluded an entertainment was 
given, and the members left at about 5 o'clock. 

The Hocki Shinbun announces that, as formerly stated, sales 
of the exhibits in the National Exhibition are numerous. During 
the first week they amounted in all to 17,234.962 yen. The 
total visitors were on the Ist inst. 9,511 ; on the 2nd, 3,754 ; on 
the 3rd 4,736; on the 4th 2,072; and on the 5th (Saturday) 
5,302 ; total, during the five days, 25,375. 

The same paper writes es follows:—In 1874 Messrs. 
Takashima Kayemon and Takeda Koso, private gentlemen, 
projected the construction of a tramway in the cupital, and 
in sixteen of the important highways throughout the Empire, 
and applied to the government for a permission, which it appears 
was not granted. Last year, however, the Basha Tetsudo 
Kwaisha (Tramway Company) obtained permiasion to construct 
a tramway in the Capital, and therefore believing that permis- 
sion will doubtless be granted for similar constructiens in other 
localities, several men of enterprise held a private meeting a 
few days ago to deliberate upon laying down a tramway in the 
prefecture of Shidzuoka. 

A native paper writes:—Ia Yokohams no change has 
occurred in silk for some days, Deliveries are daily taken by 
foreign firms. By the Afalacca, which left on the 7th instant, 
135 bales were taken. At present the total stock is about 2,300 
bales, most of which are hanks. In tesa little is doing although 
stocks are small ; no appreciable changes in prices are reported; 
the market is firm. As supplies of new tea are expected daily 
buyers are waiting for them to arrive. The stock is now about 
400,000 catties. Superior sugar is comparatively firm, but 
medium has declined slightly in price. Shirtings are unsaleable. 
White cotton yarn, owing, it is supposed, to the weakness of 
holders, is inactive, buyers quoting it at extraordinary low prices. 
Mashrooms are scarce, and the new season’s supplies are 
anxiously awaited. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun publishes the following :—The 
former vassals of the Soma Han, living at the post town of 
Harano, Namekata-gori, Foshima prefecture, recently, with a 
view to earn a living, contemplated reclaiming waste lands in 
the neighbourhood, but owing to the want of funds they 
could not undertake the work. It is said they ntend shortly to: 
send a representation to the capital to apply to the government 
for s loan. The land in question is, it is said, about 3 ri in 
length, and over 1 ri 20 cho in width. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


It is stated in a native paper that in the church at Tomi- 
jima, Osaka, meetings are shortly to be held with a view to 
deliberate upon various religious matters. The missionaries 
now in Shikoku, and more than 300 native christians, will be 
invited to attend. 

The Jfainichi Shinbun says that the departure of His 
Excellency General Oyama, Minister of the Military Depart 
ment, to France asthe new Minister to that country, will be 
postponed till after the attitude of China is ascertained, as till 
this is known, his absence would cause much inconvenience in 
the Department. 

Is it too much to suggest that the day may come when, by 
the march of progress, “‘ Boycotting ” will be as familiar a term 
in Japan, as it is now athome? Stranger things have hap- 
pened ; strikes are already well known and, if the extract we 
give below from the Jochi Shinbun is to be believed, threaten- 
ing letters are to be added to the list. There is, however, in 
the one we publish, a tone of well-mvant politeness which we 
should look for in vain in the communications of “ Rury of the 
— anonymous letter was recently received by the Head of 
g certain Bureau in the Homo Department,as follows:—‘O wing 
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year, those whose monthly salaries are less than eight yen are 
no longer able to support themselves, and are in a astute of 
abject distress. We request, thorefore, that you will look Upon 
us with merciful consideration, and give orders that our salaries 
be increased. Should you, however, not grant our request, we 
shall have no alternative but to shoot you, and afterwards burn 
down the Bureau. We therefore beg to call yuur attention 
to what we contemplate (previously.)’ ” 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun publishes the following :—o, 
the 6th inst. at abuut 2 a.m. two armed robbers entered into 
the residence of Mr. Takahashi Tameyuki, a shizoky of 
Shidzuoka prefecture, and a third-class official in the General 
Post Office, at No. 66, Kinsukecho, Hongo, Tokio. They entered 
his bedroom, where they tied up Okiku his wife, aged 44 years. 
Omasa, his daughter, aged 17 years, and Kwanjiro, his son 
aged 12 years, with obis which they found there, and took 
Tameyuki, himself, aged 47 years, to the next room, in 
which they also tied him up. After having repeatedly ordered 
him to produce all of his money, one of the sconndrels 
suddenly pusbed him down and thrust a sharp sword into 
his throat. They next seized the daughter Omasa and 
bending her head back cut her throat also, and finished 
their butchery by taking the lives of the wife and her son. 
Having thus mardered all whom they could find they made 
their escape with as much money, clothes, etc. as they could 
lay their hands upon. The only survivors were a maid ser- 
vant, and a little girl seven years of age, whom the former took 
and hid, with herself, in a cupboard, previous to these murders, 
After the robbers left, the servant went to the nearest police 
station and gave information as to what had been done, and 
strict search was made to discover the scoundrels, On the 
same day 2 bloody sword, the haudle ef which was wrapped in 
a written paper, was found in the drain in front of a neigh- 
bouring bathhouse. The paper proved to bea receipt from 
the Tokiwaya, a teahouse, at Nedsu, and served indeed asa 
clue to the whereabouts of the two villians, who were arrested 
in the middle of a meal there. They proved to be the jinrick- 
sha coolies, who took the official to his place of business every 
morning. The girl Omasa was about to be married and the 
necessary preparations were being made. Ii is presumed that 
the new clothes for the approaching ceremony tempted the 
scoundrels to commit their crime. The eldest son of the mur- 
dered man is, we believe, in Yokohama. How sad is his lot to 
lose at once his father, mother, brother and sister!” 

The subject of incendiarism is nota fit one for joking, but 
the cool impudence of the anonymous placard quoted in the 
following extract from the Nichi Nichi Shinbun is worth a2 
moment's notice :— 

“In the vicinity of Yotsuya ka, Tokio, where the recent 
great fire occurred, anonymous notices have been posted up 
lately everywhere to the effect that such and such streets are 
shortly tobe burned down. A few days ago, however, another 
notice has appeared as follows:—‘Owing to the extreme 
inclemency of the weather, ail incendiarisis will be postponed 
for a few days.’” 

A vernacular journal announces that the Sei Dan was sur 
pended by order on the 7th inst. 

The same paper writes as follows:—The trains on the 
railway between Sapporo and Otara are prevented from 
running by snow drifta. In such places as the snow accumulates 
most, siraw mats, etc. are used as a preventitive. Traffic’ 
only maintained by sending an engine uhead of the train to 
clear the way with a snow plough; even with this only om 
train per day can be run. 

A native journal contains the following :—We recently 
gave an account of the disturbed state of the farmers iv 
eighty-two villages round Nishi-gamba-gori, in the pre 
fecture of Gumba. A despatch of the 9th instant a 
forms us that rivtous meetings have become very a 
valent of late. About 2,800 farmers, arming themselves ¥! 
various implements, threatened to break into actual revolt and, 
therefore, since the night of the 6th inst. 48 police — 
and policemen were dispatched thither by the local Co 
They did their best to quell the rioters, but Lave actually °° 
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made matters worse. Using the Aongo temple in the village of 
Fukusbima us their headquarters the farmers are, according 
to the report, in an actual state of rebellion, striking the bells 
and blewing bamboo trumpets. On the night of the 7th inst., 
arming themselves with bamboo spears, etc., they surrounded 
the residence of Awoki, which is used as a branch office by the 
local authories, and evinced a determination to kill anyone who 
came out. Asit seemed that peaceful measures were unavail- 
ing, one of the police-inspectors was sent off by the local 
government to the Barracks at Takasaki, on the morning of 
the 8th inst., to request the dispatch of troops. On the 10th 
inst., however, a telegram was received by the Home Depart- 
ment from the local authorities statiug that the mob had been 
dispersed, and a secretary who was dispatched to the scene 
had withdrawn to Takasaki. We therefore believe the dis- 
turbance has already been quelled. 

We learn that from the Choya Shinbua that at Kitamura-kami- 
gori, and the neighbourhood, in the prefecture of Yamagata, 
it is by no means unusual, every year, for the snow to accumu- 
late 20 or 30 feet deep. This year however the snowfall has 
been extraordinary ; during the 69 days from the 2ud Decem- 
ber last to the 8th Feb. it fell for 44 days nnd reached to 45 
feet in depth. In Hanasawa-mura alone, a small village of 
about 400 houses, the covlies employed to clear away the snow 
were 10,000 in number, and their wages amounted to abont 
8,500 yen. In the mountain villages in the prefecture of 
Shimaue many wild animals have been caugit owing to the 
deep snow. In Sugiyama-mura, aud other eleven villages in 
the province of Sekishiu 35 wild boar, 667 deer, 2 foxes, 80 
badgers, 12 apes, 5 bears, and 178 hares have thus been obtained. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Tokio aND YOKoHama SXKCTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
6th March, 1881. 








Passengers, parcels, &6. ..............c00 Yen 8,744.32 
Merchandise, Ke. ....................... » 1,153.07 
Total.........0 Yen 9.897,39 
Miles open 18. 
Correspending week last year. 

Passongers, parcels, &C. ..........00.-..005. Yen 8245.95 . 
Morchaudise, Kc. .......0..cccecses coecscccsces » 997.20 
Total Yen 9,243.15 


Miles open 18. 








TELEGRAPHIC SUMMARY. 


(From Indian papers.) 


London, 3rd Feb., 7-10 p.m.—Michael Davitt, one of 
the principal Land Leaguers, has been arrested under a 
ticket of lenve. 

London, 3rd Fel.—The Turkish Government decline to 
state befurehaud the maximum concession they will make 
in rectification of the Greek frontier. 

On the introduction of Mr, Gladstone’s motion regarding 
the majority of three fourths of the Houxo an uvexampled 
and tumultuous scene followed. Mr. Dillon was suspended 
and forcibly expelled and the disorder in the House con- 
tinued. Mr. Parnell and all the Home Rulers are succes- 
sively obstructing the business of the Honse and each in 
turn were expelled. 

Calcutta, 6th Febrnary.—A_ special London telegram 
states that Lord Hartington proposes to limit the area oc- 
cupied by our troops in Southern Afyhanistan, aud to form 
a Government in Kandahar and districts immediately 
around it. ‘Chis proposal will be left to the consideration 
of the Goverument of India, 

London, 5th Feh. — The House of Commons have 
adopted Mr. Gladstone’s resolution in a modified form, after 
Which the House voted a motion of urgency for coercive 
Measures in Ireland. Mr. Parnell has issued a manifesto 
advising the people of Ireland to be calm aud says that the 
fizht ow their behalf in Parliament will be renewed. 

The Under Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs reply- 
S to a question said that it was not true that Russia had 
undertaken het to advance on Merv ou condition that the 

ritish evacuated Kandahar, ‘The Governacut has reason 
to believe tat the Russiaus are not advancing on Merv. 
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The Daily News publishes a telegram stating that there is 
prospect of another war with Ashautee; 250 of the Ist 
West India Regiment has been forwarded from Sierra 
Leone. 

The debate in the House of Commons on Friday eveniug 
ou coercive measures passed off iu an orderly manner aud 
was adjourned, 

The 97th Regimeut from Giblaltar bas arrived at Dar- 
ban. 

The sick and wounded have returned to Newcastle. 

Land Leaguer outrages have ceased. 

Michael Davitt has been sentenced to complete his term 
of penal servitude. 

London, 5th February.—The beleagueredigarrison at Fort 
Pretoria are all well up the 23rd January. 

Sir G. Pomeroy Colley has received a telegram of sym- 
pathy from the Queen. 

Loudon, 7th February.—The Zemes states that General 
Roberts succeeds Sir Donald Stewart in the Council. 

The tone of Greece is moderating. 

The Government has laid papers concerning South Africa 
ou the table in the House of Commons. Conciliatory mes- 
sages lave pnssed between the Governor of the Cape and 
Mr. Brand, President of the Orange Free State, on the 
subject of Lord Kimberley’s promise that if the Boers de- 
sisted from armed opposition a satisfactory arrangement 
would be made. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, iu reply to a 
question, said that the Governor who goes to the coast is 
prepared to resist the Ashaotees and remain on the defen- 
sive. Que thousand troops were at preeent available and 
reinforcements were being sent from the West Indies. 

The Secretary of State for India replying to a question 
said that it was impossible to fix the date of the evacuation 
of Kandahar. 

The Russian Government informed Lord Granville that 
Russia had no intention of farther prosecuting conquests in 
the direction of Merv. 

London, 7th Feb.—Latest reports of the beleaguered 
garrisons in the Transvaal are cheering. 

Advices from the West Coast of Africa state that the 
Ashantees have demanded of the British the surrender of 


{the fugitive Chief now in British territory. The demand 


has been refused.’ 
Madrid, 8th Feb.—The Spanish Ministry has resigned, 


aud a new one been formed by Senor Sagasta, with Marti- 
_|nez Campos as War Minister. 


London, 8th Feb.—Lord Granville, ia reply to a question, 
said that there was no objection to the publication of papers 
discovered by General Roberts in Cabal. 

Lord Lytton gave notice of a resolution condemning the 
evacuation of Kandahar. 

Iu the Honse of Commons the debate on the Bill for 
coercive neasures was resumed on Tuesday night and again 
adjourned. 

The Army estimates for the year 1881-82, amount to 
£16,125,000, being an increase of £125,000. 

The Spanisn Ministry bas resigned aud a new one is 
forming. 

Latest vews from the Transvaal state that the Boers are 
strongly entrenched at Langsnek and that they threaten 
to invade Natal after the next victory. They have also 
stopped the mail service between Sir G. P. Colley’s camp 
und Neweastle. All transports with reinforcements have 

arrived at Durban. 

H. M. Corvette Champion, 14 guns, has been ordered to 
the Gold-coast ; she will collect gunboats ou the stations 
aud organise a naval brigade for service against the Ashan- 
tees should hostilities break out. 

London, 9th Feb.—The latest advices from the Trans- 
vaul state that communications with Sir G. Colley’s camp, 
which were totally interrupted, are now partially restored. 

Sir G. Colley has sent the 60th Rifles out to disperse 
the Boers who are threatening his communications. 

The Standard publishes a paragraph stating that the 
Commander-in-Chief has forcibly advocated the retention 
of Kandahar. 

London, Ith Fobruary.—The House of Commous have 
read Mr. Fostor’s Coercion Bill a second time; it has been 
passed by 359 votes ayainst 56. 

Sir G. Pomeroy Culley attacked the Boers ou Tuesday 


ithe 8th instaut before Newcastle and Iugogo and defoated 
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them. The British 


the loss of Boers was heavy. ‘Cho following officers were | after 
over 


killed, Macgregor, Royal Engincers, Captain Green, Artil- 
lery Tents Garrete, fee O'Connell, GOth Rifles. 

Sir G. Pomeroy Colley’s account of the action of the 8th 
instant states, that his communications being threatened, he 
advanced to clear the roads and seized a plateau ou this 
side of Ingego. Boers being strongly reinforced attacked 
the British on all sides fur six hours. 

London, 10th Feb..—The Daily Telegraph states that 




























a report is current that the House of Commons issued > 100 
a — ou Wednesday night to appreboud Mr. Parnell. 31 — — —— 
The Turkish Government has decreed an internal loan —— — — — 
in the shape of a Poll Tax, of 800 piastres. 30.5 — — oes Se See 95 
Lord Hartington in reply to a question rican 8e- § — — Sees mms wv 
cret Russian correspondence discovered in Kabu e@ no — 
difference as to the decision of Government in respect t 30 — — — — 90 
the evacuation of Kandahar. It was true, he said, that the ; ae one ee — ——— 
Duke of Cambrige had drawn up a minute favouring re- — ——— — 
tention of Kandahar. ; * [Seat Boned —— 85 
The Premicr replying to a question said that Lord Kim- — a es er * 
berley had sent instructions to Sir G. Pomeroy Colley on — — aa 5 
the Sth instant to ask Mr. Brand, ————— a — * — — Sa * 
Free State, to inform the Boers that England will give a 18 By Ea Es ee / ‘| 
reasonable guarantees if they will lay down a scheme for ee oe % 
a permancnt amicable settlement. ra Same ee — 43 22 
A special London telegram states that the publication of — — —— 2 
the Russian correspondence created the greatest excitement : — — — — —— d 
both in aud out of Parliament and aroused a general feeling g 10 Eo — —— 4 
of indignation against Russia. a BO 4 FS oe Pca Cae 
Sir George Pomeroy Colley’s success in the late action is — EAS d 
generally considered questionable at home. g a oe canoe ee Sema So | 35 = 
a Se “VEE A, 28 * 
THE JAPANESE PRESS is} [| th Yt * 
a —— 
— —* 
JAPAN MUST ASSUME THE OFFENSIVE ẽ Fan Gs Sa — 
AGAINST CHINA. Ee Ee A eT EEN oN — 
Translated from the Sei Dan. ;— —_ ff — ace 
ae recent difficulty between Chiva and J apan is 0 — Gael moms — 9 
greatly occupying public attention, and various — 
rumours about it are current. As the matter is kept a/ Pani | o99 | 0  .255] 0 | .425 | 260 | trace 
diplomatic secret, however, it is impossible to say which of 
them, if any, is true. Ono report states that Mr. Shishido, — — 
our Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at 2* x. Inw.| NE. 


Peking, being disgusted with the procrastinating and evasive 
attitude of the Chinese Government on the subject of the 
Riukia negociations, has left Peking for Shanghai overland, 
and that all the officials of the Legation bave withdrawn 
with the exception of Mr. Tanabe, one of chief secretaries 
of the Foreign Department, he alone remaining with a few 
subordinates in order to make final negotiations with the 
Peking Government ; and that should the same policy of 
procrastination be parsucd, he also will withdraw. Another 


loss in killed and wounded was 150: [of her not being thoroughly prepared, euter the capital 


a single battle, and hoist the banner of the Rising Sun 


the walls of Pekiu ! 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINKING FripayY, Maron 4TH, 1881. 











Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
—E — -represents velocity of wind. 








Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongd, Tokio, Japan. 


ramour states that China, finding herself well prepared,| 
owing to her expected rapture with Russia, has deter- 
mined now to employ her preparations in declaring war 
against us, and that Mr. Inouye, oue of the First 
Secretaries of the Daijokwan, has become convinced that 


gy rhe barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
e sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 80°569 
inches on Tuesday at 10 a.m. and the lowest was 80063 inches 


the feelings of friendship between Japan and China can no 
longer bo sustained, in consequence of which he returned to 
Tokio on the 3rd instant, with the Secretaries of the Lega- 
tion. Other canards go farther and announce that a rupture 
has actually taken place. Although itis impossible to say 
whether these reports aro true or uot, the recont aspect of 
relations between the two countries leads us to believe that 
we are slanding on the brink of a precipice. 

If this be actually the case, and relations between Japan 
and China are strained to their utmost point of {cusion, we 
must at once seek the hest method to resist the action of 
the Intter. As far ns matters stand nt present we have 
the advantage, us We already hold Riukiu, und therefore 
uuless China, reckless of consequences, attempts to take it 
we need not take up arms against her. But if’ she appear 
determined to press the question upon us, we must not wait 
for her appreach, lout actually attack her at home. Somo 
may urge that we should bold back and wait for her 3 that 
us she is tho plaintiff, so to speak, wo, the defendants, have 
no need (o take ap arms until assailed, Althougt there 
may be some reasoning in this, if the anticipated lupture 
actually takes pince we must hasteo, aud taking advantage 
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CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning ..............05 ssccecsosses-eseees . IIAM. 
„Bvroning......... — ——— coo. 5.30 P.M. 
E. Cuamrneys Inwine, M.A, 
The Parsonage, 101. 
UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 
Sanday Morning 
a FSV O OG iy o2 susie sid. ascedcavhcsuasacccesecesse 8 P.b, 
Rev. Lurues H. Guick, M.D., 
Pastor 


lance at the diagram shows that an un- 
; prevailed throughout the week. The 
highest temperature for the week was 51°.8 on Wednesday and 
the lowest was 29°. on Monday. The maximum and minimum for 
the corresponding week of last year were 51°.8 and 27° respectively. 
The total amount of rain and snow for the week was 1°030 inches, 

against 1°531 inches for the corres 
Tuesday 


nding week of last . Snow 
fell on Friday, Sunday and 4 . * 
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— )— ⸗ 
CHESS PROBLEM, 
By W. H. TAXLoOR. 





WHITE. 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION OF CoEss PROBLEX OF Manca 5TH, By B. G. Daws. 


White. Black. 
1.—Q. to Q. 4 1.—K. takes Kt. B. 7. 
32.—Q. to R. 4, 2.—K. to Kt. 8. 
3.—Q. to Kt. 8. 
if 1.—K. takes Kt. K. 7. 
2.—Q. to K. Kt. 4, ch. 2.—K. moves. 
3.—Q. to Kt. 2. 
if 1.—P. takes Kt. B. 7. 
2.—Kt. to B. aq. 2.—K. moves. 
3. mates at Kt. or R. eq 
if 1—P. takes Kt. K. 7. 
2.—Kt. to K. aq. 2.—K. moves. 
3.—Q. mates at Kt. or R. aq. 


8 problem should have had a White Bishop on K's. Bs. 
; with this correction, answers from Q. and Omega are correct. 








SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 





INWARDS. 


March 5, German 3-masted schooner Amoy, J. E. Schade, 314, 
from Takao, Sugar, to Chinese. : 
Mar.7, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christiansen, 1,343, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Mar. 7, British steamer Benledi, Ross, 1,215, from London vid 
Hongkong, General, to Mourilyan, Heimann & Co. 
- 9, Japanese steamer Tokio MMaru, Swain, 1,145, from Shanghai 
and gs Mails and eae se M. — * 
March 9, Japanese steamer Toyoshima arsx, Hubbard, 946, from 
Kobe, —* and Genoral, to M. B. Co. 
Mar. 10, Japanese steamer Tamaura Afaru, Carrew, 559, from Ha- 
Sates 11 Feeseh tecaee Vane Gui aed, 1,802, from E ngk 
1, French steamer » Guirand, 1,502, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
March 11, German barque Anna Sieben, Paulsen, 604, from Antwerp, 
General, Order. 
Mar. 12, British steamer, Keelung, Vincent, 919, from Antwerp vii 
Hongkong, General, to Butterfield & Swire. 





PASSENGERS. 


Per Japanese steamer Walaxoura Maru from Kobe :—150 Ja- 
panese iu the steeraye. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Bfaru, from Shanghai and ports :— 
Mr. and Mrs. Hafter and infant, and 10 Japanese in cabin ; 1 Ee- 
ropean, 3 Chinese and 204 Japanese in the steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Toyoshimu-Jfarn, from Kobe :—Meesrs. J. 
W. — and F. E. A. Lawton in cabin. 

Per French steamcr Volga from Hongkong :—Mrs. Sameshima 
and child, Mr. Sameshima, Miss Lebmert. Messrs. Koyura, Lang- 
ridge, Katonu, Esubuchi. Kochiro, Kakimoto, and Blum. 


OUTWARDS. 


Mar, 5, British steamer Larch, Colledge, 916, for Kobe, General, 
despatched by Wilkin & Robison. 
-5, Japanese steamer Afeiji Maru, Peters, 1,010, for Kobe, Ge- 
neral, despatched by Lighthouse Department. 
. 6, British bri 
patched by Chinese. 
- 6, British steamer Oceanic, Metcalfe, 


2,440, for Hongkong, 
ails and General, despatched by ©. & O. — 


Co. 


. 6, ‘cilia corvette Craysser, Captain Nazinoff, 1,500, for Na- 


Google 


Mar. 7, Russian Ironclad Kniaæ Pojarsky, Captain Tirtoff, 4,291, 
12 guns, for Nagasaki. 

Mar. 7, German schooner Balthazar, Fulda, 298, for Chefoo, Gene- 
ral, despatched by H. Grauert. 

Mar. 7, Japanese steainer Suminoye Afaru, Frahm, for Hakodate, 
Mails and General, despatched by M- B. Co. 


Mar. 7, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefeen, 1,133, for 
Hongkong via Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 


Mar. 8, Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
March 9, British steamer Oxfordshire. Jones, 991, for Kobe, Gene- 


ral, — by Smith, Baker & Co. 
March 9, & r) 1,300, 
Maru, Haswell, 
Shanghai and Weighell et yom focin 
ell, 1,709, for Hongkon 
Mails & O. Co. — 


ese steamer Wakenoura Maru, Christensen 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
9, Japanese steamer Hi 1,870, for 
Mails and General, despatched by ML. B. Co. 
March 10, British steamer Afalacca, 
ils and General, —— yA 
Mar. 11, British sloop, Albatross, Captain Errington, 894 tons, 190 
H.P., 4-guns, for a cruise. 
March 12, Russian craiser Africa, Captain Alescoff, 2,800 tons, 13 





PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Oceanic, for H :—Mesers. E. C. Ray, 
Geo. Austin, J. L. Anderson, C. P. Hub Geo. B. Emory and 


Per Japanese steamer Kokonoye Mars for Hon vidi Kobe — 
Miss Talcott, Messrs. H. H. Leavitt, G. R. Leavitt, A. Evers and 3 
Japanese in cabin. = 


er Japanese steamer Hiroshima Mare for Shanghai 
Mr. and Mrs C. Eedale, Mr. and Mra. Pialikoff, Mrs. Wood and 
daughter, Messrs. Ray, Rogers, Pelikan, J. Andrew, Mototikoff, 
and 21 Japanese in cabin. 

Per British steamer Afalacca, for Ho Mr. and Mrs. 
Crane, 4 children and 2 servants, Mesers. E. J. RN, and 
A. W. Glennie in cabin ; 5 Chinese in steerage. 


CARGOES. 
Per British steamer Malacca for Hongkong 
Silk for cg ee, “Wabi hem: “aes” del Sees 
sek eee, wes Moe — 


Total .... 


Per French steamer Volga from Hongkong :— 
General for Yokohama ... ... ... 


Hiogo =... ee wee see = oe 


REPORTS. 


The Japanese steamer Walanoura Waru reports :—Left Kobe 6 
am. 5th instant. Experienced strong N.E. and E. winds entire 
Anchored in Kaneda Bay on the 6th instant at 6 p-m. 
owing to thick weather; got under weight at daylight of 6th inst. 
and arrived at Yokohama ~ 9am. hn instant. can ec 
The Japanese steamer ima-Mare reports :— 
630 pam. 08 the 6th inst. “Wine weather to i, thence to 
port, hard N.E. gale with thicksnowstorm. Anchored off Yokosuka 
at 7.30 p.m. on the 8th. Got under weigh at 5.80 am.on the 9th. 
Arrived nt Yokohama at 6.30 a.m. 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS, 
(For Week Ending 12th March, 1881.) 


— 
---121 bales. 
oe 13 


--- 2,896 pkgs. 

















— EIS 

Yen Sate. ‘Se! > 

s 3. | Ex 

3 € ; ati hs) 

: be bt 2 - @N 
AMD GTS lai ai 8 is 
$18 1s (fa! 
a a) 5; 4;2 | @ 

— ee SE — 
Satarday ...... : vs: 75 | — — — — 
Monday ee ee | cars| js Ty — — — — 
Tuesday ...... » «= 8 75a! TH 75Y§ — — — — 
Wedneaday oe 9 75; 1516: 75, — — — — 
Thursday ...... » 10 1% 5A — — — — 
Friday __......... » Ill 75% 74% 748 — — —, — 
Saturday ...... » 12 745 74% 74% — —, —. — 
LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 
The following are the siguals made from the lightvhip to denote 
the approach of vessels :— 


Merchant steamer:—A black ball, with the natioual tlay of the 
vessel below, at the yard arm, 
Mail steamer: —A black diamond, with the company's flag below, 


b 
AMinatitlan, Edwards, 224, for Takao, Ballast, | at the peak 


Man-of-war :—National tay of the vessel at the peak. 
Sailing vessels :—For a ship: tlay B. (red): barque, Hag C. (red 
PLall on white ground) : brig, tlag D. (white ball on blue ground) : 
schooner, tag ¥. (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 
with the vessel's national Hay below as soon as it can be made ont. 
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VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 























Name. CAPTAIN, Fraa axnp Rio. | Tors. Fron. ARRIVED. Consiannes. 
STEAMERS. | - 
Benledi Ross British steamer | 1,315 London vit Hongkong | Mar. 7 | Monrilyan, Heimans 
Tanais Reynier French steamer | 1,735 | Hongkong Feb. 22 | M. M. Co. . =e 
Tokio Maru Swain Japanese steamer | 1,845 Shanghai & ports Mar. 9/| M.B. Co. 
Volga Guirand French steamer | 1,302 Mar. 11] M. M. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Alexander Carson Americanschooner} 652 | Nagasaki Nov. 3] J.E. Collyer 
Amoy J. E. Schade Am. $-mast echr. 314 | Takao Mar. Sth | M.B. Co. 
Anna Sieben Paulsen German barque 604 | Antwerp Mar. 11 | Order 
Cilurnam Beadle British ship 1,850 | Ilongkong Nov. 8 —— oe & Ca. 
Hedvig Frabm British barque 375 | Takao Mar. 4 
Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Islands Oct. 31 
Lottie Hilts German echooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 — & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner §5 | Kurile Islands Oct, 24 
— Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 E. Wet Hohnhots & Co, 
Hardy Americanschooner| 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Owes Iaaacaen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 31 H. Cook: 
Pioneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Romo, vid Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Cu. 
Stella Werner Americanschooner; 30} Kurile Islands Oct. 11 in 
ö — —— — —— —— , ————— — — —— — 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
— e ———⸗⸗ ————— — — — — — — — — 
Name. Guns.| Tons. HW. P. Darscrtrrion. WHrre From. ComMAanDER. 
——— ies ee —— 
FRENCE-Champlain ... .. .. ....410 2,000 Corvette Kobe Captain Dubrot 
RUSSIAN—Minin 00. os. oes ase coe one 16 |. 5,300 6,300 Ironclad Nagasaki Captain Nazimoff 
I ' 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
ö— —— ——— ⸗——— — — — — — — — 
Hxxrix ATION, NaAalk. AGENTS, To sg DesratcueEp. 
—_— — ee a ee ee et SSS 
eat: ae, cast suet $s Gaelic O. & O. Co. March 18th 
— via Kobe... Uae. See, Niigata Maru M. B. Co. March 19th, at 4 Pt 
Shan,bai and way- ‘ports er Bees Saunt “weer GAS Tokio Mara M. B. Co. March — at 4 P.M. 
San — — Pry Tory) meer Te eT —— —— oo & Co. Apel 2nd a 
San F eee eee e e ° 
— — and China porta — Gordon Castle Adamson, Bell & Co — 
——— — ⸗50 Tanais M. M. Co. ag 9 a,™- 


—— t ⸗ñ e ee el 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 








IMPORTS.—Generally holders are more anxious than buyers, and prices for many descriptions are weak and 

lower. Yarns; Some enquiry for the upper middle class in 16/24's, but other qualities neglected. Iu 28/32’s sellers are 

to move, and seem inclined to soll nt best price obtainable. Shirtings are dull and out of season. Cotton Italians 
weak and lower. Velveés are aguin in favor of buyers. Lawns; some enquiry at quotations. 


coTTON YARNS :— TTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ... per picul $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. per piece $6.75 to 8.50 
» Good to Best... ... ... ” $31.75 to 33.00 } Victoria Lawns... ... 12 ,, 42/3, » $0.70 to 0.75 
Bimbsy, No.20 do, .. .. . 9 $20.50 to 31.25 | Taffachelassi— ... ...12 5, 43 » 1» $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos, 28 to $2, Common to Medium ... 1» $33.25 to 34.50 lWwooLLENS :— 
Good to Best... eee eee 99 $35.00 to 36.00 e 
” 99 t, Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. $2 in.... 450 to 5.50 
yp 290042. . * sd $38.50 to 40.00 Figured Orleans mies ar ano 6458 
COTTON PIECE oe ae = een eee Lastings, wo ane ses ove n+ 20-80 . $1 10.00 to 11.00 
hirtings :—7? Ib. per piece a. 89 im. $1.25 to 1.65 jan Cloth ... 10. .0. ose ; errs | 
* — * 8} atl * 39 in, $1.50 to200 | Camlet Cords... ... |.. ... 29-30 |, 22,4, ... 4.50 to 5.50 
J 9 ° ’ ” in. $2.10 to 2.57 F — .20 in.... 0.16 to 
r’Clothe|—T 1b. ... -.-94'yde. 82 in. per plece $1.52} to 1.67)| ouraeline3 de Laines aise se. O88 te aed 
Dells Eagan eee ae area eee do. Yuen 2% |, 30;,.. 035 to 0.40 
ao: a a $1424 to 1524) Croths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in.to52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black $2 in. »” $0.09 to 0.18 Pilots... eco cee eee eve 54 ” to 56 99 ee 0.30 to 0.45 
Tarkey Reds: 2 3 Ib. 24 yds.3in. _,, $1.50 to 1.70 Presidents... ... ... .. 54,, t056,.... 0.46 to 0.55 
Do. QW toWsilb.24 ,, in. ,, $1.65 to 1.80 Union s.r. sce cee oe 64, 2056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.55 
Do. 3 lb eeee; ote 24 90 30 in. 99 $1.80 to 1.90 Blankets, green, 6 to 8 lbs. eee 64600 per Ib. ove 37 to 0.40 


SAIGON RICE.—Sixty thousand piculs sold. Stock 5,000 picals. 
KEROSINE.—Stock is reduced to 410,000 cases. 


SUGAR.—Stock 45,000 bags. 
:—Takaoin bag New... ... perpicul $4.98 Japan Rice ... 0. ce cee cee ee POE $2.85 te 3.06 
— » oo ... .. ... — $4.00 * Wheat see, age, ee. Ae. oes a. $2.10 
Taiwanfoo in bag... ... ... * $4.00 m Rice (cargo} ... ... ... .. on $181 


Ching- and Ke-pak __... o» $7.75 to $8.60 | Kerosene Oil... 1. ose see see ane case $1.94 
China No. 4-5, oagfun & Kook-fah... 89 $6.50 to $8.75 





EXPORTS. 


SILKS.—During the past week there has been a good demand for all classes of silk. Stocks however being 
very mach reduced, it has been impossible to doa large business and only about 850 shipping bales have been sold. 
The quality of the silks now offering is generally mixed and poor, and natives are asking very high prices. Stocks 
about 700 shipping bales. Total shipments to date 17,809 bales. 


Exchange 3/94 Exchange 4.80 
= 17/10 to 18 


Hanks.—No. 2} Ceeccecccce ccccccesee SOTO = 90 2 47.00 
ty 9? 3 & infrs. eeecoveeocse to $550 = 16/5 to 17 = 99 be) 44.80 
Filatures.—Extra 1 ............008 $640 to $650 = 20/11 to 21/8 = , 57.90to , 58.70 
we 88 2 — 635 to $640 = 20/3 to 21, = + ® 56.10 
» ee Serer $610 = 19/10 = , 53.50 
- 12 tae teceneeeeees $580 to $590 = 18/11 to 19/3 = ,, 49.10 to ,, 50.00 
Kakedas—Best ..........00..+00 «« ...§625 to $630 = 20/3 to205 = , 55.40to , 57.90 
” Medium & Good ...... $590 to $610 = 19/3 to19/99 = ,, ~ 51.80 
Re- Reels woe to Best......... to $620 = 18/11 to 20/1 = ,, 5220to ,, 54.00 
99 vo. eecce Pee cccceccoccccoce — — 





TEA.—Our market has been very quiet during the past week, settlements only reaching some 250 pi 
composed of the high grades, nothing under Fine having been purchased. Quotations are unchauged, but for the 
trades the prices are rather easier. 


ied Onnwe | ee noes ey. So ee ee 
Medium ... — F re F ws $15 to $17 Choice a Sse — * ‘ee 


Good Medium ... ... .c. we ewes $19 to $20 Choicest .. neste te t Nominal 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 





“renuixa—Bank 4 months sight Ox Besant noe he J——— sseeseeceecs cvoses 728 

” ok Bills on demand..................s000+ , riva YS BIZDE...... 0. cercceeee 73 

” Private : months’ sight .... ...........0.00 see Ox New bse eran 3 — 903 
" J — J riva ays ... 91 

Ox Parts—Bank DIGUE cocci tics ctcavesscagacess: ocdeeens Me dl On Sax Franctsco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 

Or i Private 6 months’ sight ................000 4.85 ” Private 30 days’ sight ......... 91 

ONGKONG—Bank sight ............0.ccssesccsseeces ¢ pm. KUNBATE .. TOR Gis, 

F Private 10 days’ sight Ma, SE een } isct. GoLp OY ccacsanntss 77—7— Rom, 


SHIPPING. 
SHIPPING.—Little or nothing doing. The Cilurnum is on the berth for San Francisoo, 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
[TRANSLATION] 








NOTICE TO MARINERS, 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


KAGENO SMA LIGHTHOUSE, 


ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the Ist day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Sanrise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrauce to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the proviuce of 
Hizen, 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse ig 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 second 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 fect 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have an are of visibility of 206 degns, 
the cut off bearings bein N.SL° 30’ W. and S. 55° 30k 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Lizlt above the sea will be d 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about § 
Nautical miles. 





NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 


T IS HEREBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
Engineer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Eugineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yekitei Kioku. 

(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 















TOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 

with Notification of Daijékwan No. 13, the regular 

examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 

Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 

on the third Tuesday in every 8rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 

H. MAYESHIMA 
Chief Superintendent. 


YAMAO YOZO, 
. Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, February 3rd, 1881. 








Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 


ee 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


CHINA SEA. BLACK BUOY OFF MANEDA LIGHT HOU 


SHANGHAI DISTRICT. BAY OF YEDO. 
WREGK NE AR THE AM HERST ROCKS. [ue GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notic 


: that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Hanods 
N? fICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British shoal, Bay of Vedo, before the erection of the Pile-Ligh 
Bark CHINAMAN lies eunk in 5 fathoms of| house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, sad 
— 7 miles to the S. 87° W. of the Amherst Rocks.| which has remained in sane position ever since, will 
The iron masts are at present visible. removed on the First day of the Seventh month of the 
By order of the Inspector General of Customs. Fourteenth yeir of Moiji (1st July 1881), exper 
DAVID M. HENDERSON, having proved that navigation is now safe without tba 
Imperial Maritime Customs, i allies Buoy. 
Engineer’s Office, 
Shaughai, 24th Jauuary, 1881. 


No. 129. 


YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Wor 
Tokei, February 22nd, 1881. 


‘Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


~ SEVENTH DRAWING 


CHINESE 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
LOAN OF 1877. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in conformity 
with the stipulation contained in the Bonds of this 
Loan, 1146 Bonds of £100 sterling each—£114,600, to be 
paid off at par, on the 28th of Februnry next, when the Iu- 
terest thereon will cease, were this day Drawn at the Offices 
of the Honcxone anp Suaneuat Banxinc Corrorarion, 
81, Lombard Street, London, E.C., in the presence of 
Grorce Henry Burnett, Esq., Accountant of the said 
Corporation, and of the undersigned Notary Public. 


For tHe Honekore ann SHANGHAI 
Bayxina CoRPORATION, 


(Signed) GEO. H. BURNETT, 
Accountant, 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Persons suffering from weak or debilituted constitutic ne will dis- 
cover that by the use of thie wonderful inedicine there ie “ Beslth 
forall.” The” blood isthe fountain of life, und its purity cen be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work eutitled ‘The Niie Tributaries in Abyssinia,”” says, *‘I 
“ordered the dragoman Muhomet to inform the Fakey that 1 wasa 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the eervice of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many applicants, 
“to whom I served out a quantity cf Holloway’s Pilis. These are 
“most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmisteknble purgstive 
“ properties they create an unaeniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Isa certain remedy for bad lege, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
disesses, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 













Countersigned, Mx. J.T. COOPER, 
W. W. VENN, Jun, fin his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published in 
Notary Public, 1871, saye—*‘ I had with mea quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. I 
. y gave some to the people, and nothing could ex their gratitude; 
2, Pope's Head Alley, Cornbill, E.C. |« and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
London, 18th December, 1880 “in upon us, uutil st last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth a 
: e 


“fowl and any quantity of pear, and the demand became so great 
“ that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1878. tf.- 





The Numbers of Bonds Drawn can be ascertained on ap- 
plication at this Office. 


For the Honcrkone anp SHANGHAI 
Baxxine CorPoration, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Mauager. 
Yokobama, February 5th, 1881. 








‘*Hignest Awarp & Prize Mrpat PHILADELPHIA 
Exutrrion, 1876.” 
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PREPARED KXPRESSLY FOR THE Patexy Kurrs- 


CLeawino Macuines, Inpia Ruspze axp Burr 

Learner Kwuire Boarps. Kwives constTaxTty 

CLEAMED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 

TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS 5D. BACH; AKD TINS, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 anD 4/- BACH. 





PREVENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 
Tun centre. Oaxar's WELLINGTON Kwurre PoLtsu 
SHOULD BE USED WITH H1Is Boarps. 


2 








And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


Deember 1880, 


(NON-MEKCURIAL], 
Por Crearino anv Poctsnina Sitver, Erectro* 
Prats, Prare Grass, &c. Tasiers 6p. zac. 





Cigars, igasettes Fa — ‘iso Pastilles ona Powler for Inhalation. 
GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 








| OTS ER H. MacARTHUR 
JOHN OAKEY 6 SONS 
F SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NO. 70, Yokohama, 
(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 


_ MANUFA — S. OF \ 





July, 1879. 


Digitized by (50 gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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Anow. H EDYSIDE &, Cs. 
Limited. 


32, Walbrook. London. 


BRITANNIA IRON WORKS, DEREY, 


Manufacture all kinds of 


IRONWORK, 


Structural & Ornamental. 


BRIDGES of overy de-cription. 


Girder Bridges. Arch 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges, 





A H. & Co. make every year for Foreign Countries some 
* thousands of Tons of Bridges. 


LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 
Tllustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 


See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) 
with 1,300 designs. 


Railings. Balcony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. 
Gates. Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. 
Lamp-pillars. Lamp-brackets. | Windows. Casements. 
Balusters. Newels. Fountains. Drinking Fountains. 
Crestings. Terminals. Vases. Pedestals. 


Conservatories. Band-Stands. 


SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES 


12 Shapes and Sizes. . 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside & Co., Limited. 








LONDON. 
26 ine 
Josen GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. 
Josxen GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. 
JosHre GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris, 
M Noi GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878, 


April, 1880. 
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ach 
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Testimonials acoompanying ¢ 


boz of Oi 


here. 


lieved and paroxysms 
@ economical 


averted by 
Datura Tatula Inhalations 


ASTHMA 


Asthma &DificaltBreathing 


for burning, from &s. 64. to As. 


Pastilles. T 


promptly re 
in 
form of tobaceo, and also in powder 


OowTanrs 
The HIGHEST AMOUNT of 


=) 
~C) 
= 
wv 
_— 
= 
= 
Li. 
= 
WwW 


SUPPLIED TO THE 
ROYAL NURSERIES. 


THE MOST DIGESTIBLE, 
NOURISHMENT in the 
MOST CONVENIENT FORM. 
In Tins Is., 9s., 6s. and 10s. 


2 


143, NEW BOND 8T., LONDON, and of Chemists, &c., eve 


ea a0]0) MOORE 


%-R EMULSION 
27234 MEDICINAL 


WASTING DISEASES 
Weight. 
Bottlos Qs. 64., 4s. 64. and 5s. 





IN CONSUMPTION 
Increases Strength and 


It 
IMPROVES THE APPETITE 


August 2, 1879. 26780 


TRADE MARE. 





ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 





To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters aud Outfitters 
and Wholesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SOKS, 


LONDON. 


Beware of Useless Imitations. 





DINNEFORD’ 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, 
HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. 





London, 
W-B. ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
April 10, 1880 


rsitized by GOOgle 


THE SAFEST MILD 
APERIENT FORDELICATE 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
CHILDREN AND INFANTS, 
AND FOR REGULAR USE 

IN WARM CLIMATES. 


FLUID 


MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storekecpers throughout 


the World. 


ly. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. | MISCELLANEOUS. 
—— —— — — — — — i —— * 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL’S eB 2A ——— See : 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. F x & E ATKI NSON’SS a. 
Mins Prise Medals, Pers, Vieane end Philadel fi . PERFUMERY 7 
— — 3 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, i ctlehrated for wearty a past, ta of the very best Engtish 
JAMS AND JE 7 f Madi 
ARMALAD EXHIBITI IZE MEDALS, 
pics athe a B, M LONDON, 1963. ——— LIMA, 1872. 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, : VIENNA, INT, 1) LADELPHIA, 1678, 
PURE SALAD OIL, Wf GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, ‘ jae neni 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, |  ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 
WRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, ’ THE HANDKERCHIEF. 

HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, ; Rose, Frangipanne, Ylangylang, Stephanotis, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, | _ Opopanax, Jockey Clnb, Ess Bouquet, Trevol, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT % Magnolis, Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Bouquet, 

° and all other odours, of the finest quality enly. 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, ; 


PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 3 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, . 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, : 
: BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, ‘ ATKINSON'S 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, VENDi 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, ( ETHEREAL ESSENCE x FLAY ENDER, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, | 
LEA AND PEERINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


ATKINSON’S FLORIDA WATER, 
most fragran’ Perfame distilled from the choicest Exotics 


| ATKINSON'S QUI 
ieee 


Fresh the above, and numerous other table 
Gata ty hss es eat oa - ene 7 
CAUTION. 94, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 

eo fraud of refilling the bottles or jars a 
y should invariably be destroyed when empty. 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at — of articles of inferior 
rands, 


AU genuine goods bear the names of Crosse ¢ Blackwell 
on the Labels, Darks aad Copentes (7 ths Bettioe 
Jars and Tins. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 
PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 











July, 1878. — 
No. 3i, No. Si, 
ADOLPHUS SINGTON & GO, |+.. 5 COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {°- 2% 
5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, M and after this date, the following prices will be 
MANCHESTER, charged :— | | 
FEINGIDAIND. Bomp cccccccccccsssocccecccsceseees month $25.00 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND} °°” a 
EXPORTERS Very comfortable bed-rooms, 

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF With European fire-places, and every comfort guaranteed 

MACHINERY. oy 

May 4, 1878. Yokohama, November 9tb,"1880. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended asa simple Remedy jor indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly gratcful 
and benchicial, that it is with justice called the “‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach. 
** Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild tn —— 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can BOW bear testimony to the — 
derived from their use, as they have been a eigen Sopra dabiat ake mend aee ome 
Sold in Bottles ot 1s. 14d., 28. Od., and U1s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout 

EE TA 110 — 


CAUTION. . 
Be sure and ash for “NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase on imitation. 





November 11th, 1878. 
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HUG, PAG, MOTH, REETUES =" 


and all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is qaite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordiaary, aud no onc need be troubled Ly those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in application. 

s for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving aatisfaction. 

QLD BY ALL Cuexists 1N Borrurs, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance aud taste, furnishing a most-agreeable.mathod 
of adgjinisteriug the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or SHREAD WORMS. It is a perfectly snfe and mild 
propatation, aud is especially adapted for Children. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 


Mr. Tm™e,.  .. .. — 
Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of'the 
imméiie sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say &énormoas,-and in every case gives the greatest, satisfaction. 
I he now in stock two bottles: containing the Round Worms 
RE me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
* bong. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 
a ye 


AM. A. WALKER. 
Sotp me Bortres, sy ALI. Caemists AND Drvaaists. 


Proprictor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND. CAUTION.—Whereas fraedalent 


imitdcio 


itdtions -of this ansnrpassed remedy bave been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 

April, 1880. 


E. P & W--BALDWIN, 
~~ * WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT BNGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 
I BRADED 
** BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.”’ 


TIN PLATES, 
BRANDED EP awe” “WILDEN,”* “UNICORN,” 
“CARLEY —A — 
Stamping Sheets, Button | Iron, Sheet ct Irom, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 








Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co..2, Rood Lano. London, E.C- 
April, 1880. — — 


TRE HIOGO NEWS.” 
PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 
(Sundays excepted). 


UBSCRIPTION $24 per Annam, 


ble half. 
in advance. payable half-yearly 


Terme for Advertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE, 
Yokohama, February 12, 1874, 
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AND SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORA. 
TION. i 


... $5,000,000. 


: TAL 
AID-UP CAPITA “* 31°800,000. 


Reserve Founp... 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—ALEx. McIver, Esy. 
Deputy Chairman—H. L. DaLRYMPLE Eaq., 








Adolf André, . E. R. Belilios, .. H. de C. Forbes, Esq., 
H. Hoppius, Esq., Hon. W. Neawick. F. D. Sassoon, Esq., 
W.8. Young, Esq., 

Chief Jfunager—Tuos Jackson, Esq. 


LONDON COMMITTEE. 
A. H. Phillpots, Eeq., 
E. F. Duncanson, Eaq., 
Albert Deacon, st 
Manager—Davi McLzayn, Enq. 
Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI, 
Manager—Ewen Cameron, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENOIES. — 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. ; 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 0/o on Daily balances. 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
99 99 99 99 99 9» 4 99 
99 99 99 9 99 ~ 99 99 
Loca Bitts DiIscounTEn. 

Oredits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
ot Banking and Ex business transacted. ; 

Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 
issued for the use of Travellers. 

JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
Yokobama, 26th February, 1S81. 


Ohe “ Japan Muil,“ 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 
ESTABLISHED, 1865. 


a 











TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Kprrion. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13: Three months, $7. 


FORTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers via 
cer ter ye Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. 


Tue Japan Datty Matt is published every morning (Sundays ex 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of al 
Shipping. Passenger liste. Cargoes, Veesels on the Berth ane 
in Harbour &c.. ko. Also the latest Telegrams, Japanesg 
news, Reports of Trials in the Courts of Law, Meetings 0+ 
public bodies. and all matters of interest to the Community 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of all classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional ndvertising advantages, and secures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. . 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 
AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 


LONDON.......cccesceseesees G. Street, 30. Cornhill. 
F Bates, Hendy, & Co.. 4, Old Jewry. 
New YORK...........00.0. A. Wind. 133, Naseau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGKONG...............4. Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAL..........c.c0000. China and Japan Trading Co. 
H10Go & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
NAGASAXI.................. China & Japan Trading Co. 


. Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertisements 
for these papers. 
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A WEEKLY 


REVIEW OF 


JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








Vout. V. No. 11.) 


Yokohama, March 19th, 1881. 
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YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY, MARCH 19rx, 1881. 
Japanese Erna 2541, Matar 14TH Year, 8np Moxts, 19TH Day. 


This then is the latest tableau in the history of hamanity : 
an old man of sixty, hunted, tracked, shot at, stabbed at, set 
upon again and again with devilish ferocity, and now at last 
shattered, annihilated in the open day and before the eyes 
ofhis own guards. Traly the 13th of March, 1881, has 
bequeathed to us a memory of horror at which the whole 
civilized world will shudder for many a year to come, Such 
deeds are indelible land marks that eau never completely 
sink beneath the horizon of the past. They tell as plainly 
how slow hus been our vaunted progress and by what an 
immense interval we are still separated from the goal. 
Yet as rational men we cannot feel angry with the per- 
petrators of this crime. They have forfeited their right 
to inspire any of the sentiments that move us in our inter- 
course with our fellows. Only that loathing hatred which 
compels every human being to strike down and trample under 
foot the venomous reptile that rears itself in his path, only 
that feeling befits the occasion, and with that feeling the 
Nihilists are to-day regarded by every community that has 
Ceased to herd with the beasts. That God is the first aad 
Kreatest of lies, the lie which has defiled the lips of man 
through all aves; that Right is a falsehood, a fiction, the tool 
of salitle oppression; and that science, civilization, property, 
Miarriage, morality and justice nre the chains which hold men 
back froin the enjoyment of real happiness: these are the 
fundamental doctrines of Nihilism as formulated by its 


Google 





father, Bakuniv, and this is the creed which the world is 
asked to endorse in the nineteenth cycle of christianity. Was 
it because the faith in which he walked and the fashion of his 
daily life were notably opposed to these tenets, that the 
Emperor of Russia has been foully assassinated ? . If so 
indeed his memory deserves to be held sacred, and history 
will speak of him rather as a martyr to the cause of right and 
reason, than as a liberal-minded monarch who gave his 
subjects more than they could receive with sobriety. Neither 
verdict would be inconsistent with the truth. Russia was 
not prepared for the reforms introdaced by the late 
Emperor. ‘The abolition of serfdom, the -institution of 
provincial, district, and municipal assemblies,. liberty of 
the press, trial by jary end a system of judicial procedure 
afier the English model ; all these things came too saddenly 
upon a country which up to that moment had been without 
any regular organization of classes, and in everything 
absolutely subject to the will and pleasure of an unscrapulous 
autocrat. A force hitherto dormant was suddenly called into 
active existence, and those that had presided at its genesis 
found themselves totally unable to control to action. There 
is something inexpressibly melancholy and disheartening in a 
retrospect of Russia's recent history. One is almost dis- 
posed to doubt whether the darkness which so long hid the 
truth from a great nation’s eyes, had not better have been 
left undispelled, since the first rays of revivifying light have 
awakened such agents of horror. And yet after all, it is the 
process cf purification that brings the dross to the surface. 
Centuries of popular ignorance and misguided state-craft 
could not fail to sow the seeds of some poison, but only when 
the rye begins to grow does the presence of the ergot become 
perceptible. A disease wore invidious and less loathsome 
than Nihilism might have been difficult to eradicate. As it 
is, every instinct of humanity must ultimately straggle to 
effect a cure. No sane man can sympathize with an insan- 
ity whose beau-ideals of the human species are a woman 
that laughs at the marriage tie, and a fanatic that spends 
his life developing muscles destined to make murder easy. 
Indeed that hundreds of educated men and women should 
have been found ready to follow the examples of Vera and 
Rakhmetoff, is the most inexplicable social anomaly 
history bas ever been called on to record. Whatever 
form rntionalism and radicalism have elsewhere assumed 
looks winsome and lovely beside this grim and hideous 
spectre of Nihilism. Its object is the repeal of every 
social and every moral obligation, the establishment 
of an anarchy in which none shall acknowledge any guiding 
motive save the consammation of individual happiness, Its 
propagandists have now accomplished an act which they 
will regard themselves no doubt as their most signal victory, 
bat which in reality will have the effect of causing the 
civilized world to shrink from them with greater loathing 
than ever, They have done to death Alexander the Second, 
an Euperor whose epitaph embodies the noblest, most 
endariog triumphs ever achieved by Russian absolutism. 
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The decd was not inspired by any sentiment of personal 
hatred or revenge, unless in trath--a contingency of which 
there seems little likclihood—it was perpetrated by mis- 
creants other than those who have so long and so ruthlessly 
plotted the Czar's destruction. It was the outcome of that 
madness which justifies regicide and incendiarism by the 
necessity of eradicating from men’s minds all sentiments of 
respect anid veneration for constitutional anthority. The 
person of Alexander the Third, let him be ever so loved or 
revered, will not be held moro sacred by the disciples of 


Solowjew, than that of the anfortunate monarch whose awful | 


fate makes all nations one to-day in a common sentiment of 
profound and deferential compassion. Otber atrocities may 
follow before this gangrene is cradicated from the strong 
growth of Russian progress, hut in our present mood we 
cannut possibly picture anything more terrible than the 
catastrophe we have just heen called on ta contemplate. 
Retribution will no doubt soon overtake the murderérs ; re- 
tribution of such feeble form as modern codes permit, but 
it will he well to remember in these moments of almost un- 
controllable indignation, that this appalling develonment of 
lawlessness and ferocity is the index of a leep-seated dis-ase. 
and that an error will have been committed even more fatal 
in its results than the iniquity, if the feelings now excited 
are suffered to exhaust themselves in resentment and revenge, 
ani if they do not perceive in the catastrophe an inevitable 
necessity for earnest study and appropriate remedy. 





A Masonic Bull in honor of His Muaj-sty the King of 
Hawaii was given at the Masonic Hall, Yokohama, on Mon- 
day, 14th inst. The news of the Emperor of Russia’s death, 
received the same afternvon, of course prevented the King’s 
attendance, and owing to the same cause the members of the 
diplomatic body were also unable to be present. In all other 
respects, however, the affair was a great success. The 
decorations especially excited universal admiration, their 
effect being not a little enhanced by the brilliancy of the 
masonic jewels and the handsome regalia of the District 
Grand Lodge and Chapter. A throne for the King had 
been prepared on the dais, the original design being that he 
should have been condacted there on his arrival while the 
Hawaian national anthem was played by the band, This 
part of the programme, as well as the Quadrille d honnewr,’ 
had necessarily to be omitted. Fally two hundred persons 
were present, and dancing was kept up with great spirit till 
about 2 o'clock a.x., for though the Tokiyo guests returned 
to the Capital by special train alittle after midnight, they 
were too few in number to make any appreciable difference. 
In every respect the arrangements were unimpeachable and 
the Masonic Fraternity may be congratulated on having, at 
a very short notice, provided one of the pleasantest and most 
perfectly conducted entertainments Yokohama has ever 
enjoyed. A portion of the Nava! Band, kindly lent by the 
Admiralty for the occasion, performed their part of the work 
to the satisfaction of everybody. 

It would certainly have been a graceful act to postpone 
the Masonic Ball, seeing that when the guests began to 
assemble the terrible tidings of the Czur’s assassination were 
but a few hours old. ret we cannot sce how it was possible 
for the Committee to adopt any such course. Probably the 
first reliable information they had of the event was H. M. 
the King of Hawaii's letter of excuse, and it was certainly 
then tov late to take any effective action. We feel that we 
ghall only be echoing the sentiments of the whole community 
when we say that every one of us, above all our friends the 
Masons, would bave been more than glad to offer some 
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unequivocal evidence of heartfelt sympathy with the repre- 


sentatives of a great nation in the presence of a calamity 
which is not Russian but universal. We do not for a mo- 
ment beliove that the honesty of a sentiment such as that 
which inspires us can possibly be impugned by any paltry 
accident of this sort, and therefore, even while regretting, as 
we do sincerely, that the postponement of the Ball was not 
feasible, we refuse to censure the action of men whose sincerity 
is beyond all question. 





In spite of the ramoured death and borial of the Yokohams 
Amateur Dramatic Association, that society shewed itself 
very much alive last Tuesday night. It seems that the long 
inaction has been merely a trance of some five months dara. 
tion, in great measure atoned for hy the excellence of 
Nnesday’s representation, 

‘The pitce was of conrse Craven’s well-known drama in 
mmile lite intituled Chimney Corner, and in this the 
Asgociation was favored with the inestimable codperation of 
two well-known lady residents, who took the parts of Mrs, 
Patty Probity, the Chandler's wife, and Grace Emery, his 
ward, The knowledge of this fact drew a crowded house, and 
we are sure the Ladies Benevolent Association will be mach 
benefited by the result. Indeed the hole emmanity 
are much indebted to the lady performers for their 
self-denying generosity in coming forward on the occe- 
sion, a8 well as for the most admirable manner in which the 
parte were sustained, The Chandler's wife was simply per- 
fect in evury detail, and all the varied emotions were faithfully 
pourtrayed. Proud of her poor bunt respected husband ; 
heart-broken at the suspected guilt of their only son when 
the money has disnppe.red so mysteriously ; chiding 
the “old mau” because iu his great woe-begone state 
he had served a customer with * size’’ instead of “ trea- 
cle;” her triamphant joy whea at last things are all set 
right—the money recovered, the son released, the copper 
mine shares become valuable—all these things were delineated 
with coloring and fidelity worthy of all praise. The part of 
Grace has far less in it, but all that could be done was achiev- 
ed by the talented Iady who andertook the réle. The 
points claiming most attention are those where she declares 
that the stolen money has been invested with her consent, the 
defiance hurled at the young lawyer when she releases him 
from the engagement and dares him to agaia intimidate her 
honest old friends ; and the genuine sympathy and love bes- 
towed on the unhappy old chandler in the midst of his grief. 

The chief role (Peter Prodity) was filled by Mr. Mitchell, 
and it is not too much to say that we have never seca 


finer acting on our local stage. The exquisite drollery 


of the lighter parts was even far exceeded by the in- 
tense pathos and passion exhibited in the old man’s eX- 
treme distress at the suspicious disappearance of the 
money, and in spite of the unmeaning laughter from part 
of the audience (who scem to look upon the actor's ap- 
pearance as the signal for a grin) his heart-hroken voice and 
heart-rending words caused genuine feeling in the house. To 
recapitulate all the good things in the part would require the 
reproduction of every word uttered, and what would it all 
avail? Arenot Mr, Mitchell’s excellencies ‘familiar in our 
mouths as household words"? The cunning wisdom of age 
was finely displayed by Mr. Herbert in the trying character 
of old Sol Probity, father of the chandler, who brought out 
all the minutiee of the part with scrupulons care. Perhaps 
the most trying part of an actor's réle is the time when he 
must hold the stage alone for scveral minutes, and Ar. 
Herbert came out of the test with flying colors. The 
business with the cashbox and its secretion in the chimney 
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~. so admirably performed that not even the careless pop- 
ping of soda-water corks in the greenroom could break the 
breathless interest of the audience in the scene before them. 
(This is a point the stage-manager should look to. It is 
intolerable that the fine artistic acting should be interfered 


with by such thoughtless proceedings behind the scenes.) 


The minor parts were fairly sustained by Messrs. Shand 


two first-named gentlemen when, in course of time, they gain 
experience in the histrionic art. 

The farce which preceded the play ran merrily through, 
Messrs. Eyton, Samuels and Morse doing their very best in 
the piece. We should especially mention the acting of Mr. 
Samuels (we believe his first appearance here) for certainly 
on this occasion he proved himself primus inter paries. Mr. 
Eyton’s excellenciés are well known: Mr. Morse made a 

famous man-of-all-work, and we shall be glad tu sce “ Taming 
a Tiger » at some future time. 

A word of thanks is due to Mr. Donylas, ander whose able 

management -both pieces were presented without a hitch. 
Music was provided by Messrs. Keil and D’Almeida, who 
played three overtures by Herold an Suppé with great fire 
and spirit. 
_ The next theatrical performance will be the Choral 
Society's tendering of the nautical operetta of H. MI. 
6. Pinafore, already announced for the 29th instant. This 
popular and world-renowned work lias never yet boen given 
here, and looking to the well-known excellence of our singers, 
we expect a fine performance. 





If the lack of reliable information and of time to take éf- 
fective steps are valid excuses in the case of tho Masouic 
Ball, the action of the Amateur Dramatic Association would 
seem to be more open to criticism. Here, however, another 
and not leas potent consideration presents itself The’ object 
of last Tuesday’s meeting was to procure fands for the sup- 
port of a charitable institution, and in our opinion this fact 
furnishes an ample reply to censure which would otherwise 


. be entirely justified. 





Already—ten days before the date fixed for the performance 
of H. M: 8. Pinafore—every seat at the theatre has, we 
understand, been engaged. Odnr friends the ‘amateurs may 
make up their minds at once toa repetition, and indeed if 


they escape with one encore they may couut themselves very 
fortunate. 





The difference between deference and defiance is—a copper. 
Men will dance happily to the worst possible music so long 
as they ‘are not required to “pay the piper,” but the pas- 
sage of a solitary penny is sufficient to convert them into 
exacting tyrants : nothing will then content them but unim- 
peachable harmony. Individually we are all cognizant of 
this; collectively we act as though we ignored it. Do not 
the railway authorities, for example, understand that they 
ate responsible for a passenger's comfort from the moment 
he has purchased his ticket, and that by no possible principle 
are they permitted to pluy practical jokes upon him from 
year’s end to year's end? If their covered platforms are only 
built for honor aud glory, why not dispense with the farce of 
roofed carriages as well and carry us to Tokio at once in open 
tracks ? To stop the trains just beyond the limit of shelter 
and compel the passengers to walk through rain and storm, 
may be intended to check the growth of effeminacy, but re- 
garded as humour it is decidedly third-rate. We remonstrate, 
however, without hope. Official insouciance—insolence rather 
let us say, since we have paid our copper—is not to be moved 
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Churchill and Brower, and we look for great things from the 





by newspaper representations. Itis of much less consequence 
than ten or twelve thousand persons should imperil their 
immortal welfare by developing habits of imprecation, than 
that an engine and tender should be obliged to traverse a few 
half dozen yards of line twice over, but until our moral 
eyesight has adapted itself to this view, wo mean to go on 
perpetually grumbling. 





An Italian Journal, J! Giornale delle Colonie, contains the 
following paragraph :—“ It is telegraphed from Yokohama 
that the Emperor of Japan took tiffin on board the Corvette 
commanded by the Duke of Genoa. This unprecedented fact, 
totally subversive as it is of all Japan’s traditions of etiquette, 
produced a deep impression and will greatly tend to augment 
the prestige of Italy, which has already 20 much sympathy 
in that country,” We are quite ready to join in tossing our 
caps into the air on this auspicious occasion, bat we were not 
aware that the demise of Japan’s traditions of etiquette dates 
from sach a recent period. . 





The information Mr. Shishido brings with him from Pekin 
has had the eflect of allaying public anxiety considerably. 
The plenipotentiary’s account of the progress of the negotia- 
tions and their ultimate miscarriage is in every respect the 
same as that which has already been pablished in the colamns 
of this journal. Two facts have now been placed beyond the 
reach of dispute ; first that Japan has made every possible 
concession in the cause of peace and friendship; second, that 
the reponsibility of frastrating an amicable settlement rests 
enticcly with China. Until the situation is capable of some 
other rendering all apprehension of a rupture is consequently 
allayed, for China has proved herself too rational to draw the 
sword even in cases where she had some right on her side, and 
we may be very sare that she will hesitate long before she 
does so when she knows that the voice of the world mast be 
unanimous against her. When the Government at Pekin, 
disregarding the Tsungli-yamen’s formal consent to the pro- 
posed terms, took upon itself to withold ratification, it must 
have been very plain to Mr. Shishido that all hope of an im- 
mediate understanding was fatile. Nevertheless, to emphasize 
the unaltered amity «of his country’s purpose, he made several 
attempts, before leaving Pekin, to afford the Tsungli-yamen 
a means of recovering the position Imperial vagary or court 
intrigue had obliged them to abandou. He was of course 
unsaccessfal, but it is at any rate pleasant to find that 
though the Chinese could not recoacile themselves to be wise 
at once, they were at least carefal to be courteous, and that 
throughout the whole course of his long overland journey 
Mr. Shishido was furnished with guards of honor, and treated 
everywhere with even more than the consideration his rank 
and the importance of his mission demanded. 





It is in contemplation, we understand, to admit foreigners 
as embers of the new clab now in process of construction in 
the grounds of the Hakubatsa-kwan (Muscum of Antiquities) 
at Yamashita, Tokiyo. ‘This will no doubt prove a great 
loon to the inhabitants of the Capital, for the plans of the 
club shew that it wil be a building of the mast comfortable 
and commedtious description, furnished in European style of 
course, and well provided with billiard-tables, ete. That 
portion of the present muserm which is not required for the 
grounds of the club will, from next year, bo employed as a 
show-room for agricultaral produce. 





The Chinese, whether from economical or epicurean pro- 
clivities, stand foremost amoung nations as fangi consumers. 
If we remember rightly, their catalogue of edible fangi con- 
tains over two hundred different species, each more unpalatable 
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than the other to European taste. Whether some particular |attach much value to it, but it tallies marvellously with 


variety of these abominations has become scarce, or whether 
the shiitake and kikurage of Japan have been discovered to 
contain a more concentrated essence of nastiness, we cannot 
positively assert, but at any rate the greengrocers of Kobe 
find themselves unable, it appears, to supply the constantly 
increasing demands of their Chinese customers, who have 
suddenly commenced to export large quantities of Japan’s 
toadstools to Shanghai and Hongkong. Grade diverso, 
una via. To the celestial every path however slow and any 
means however hamble are acceptable, provided gain forms 
a feature in the vista. It is difficult to believe that a peuple 
so slirewd and so sedulous is destined for ever to remain in 
the supernumerary rank of the files of time ; but pending 
their advancement one cannot help speculating on the delirium 
to which they ought to be excited by English mushrooms or 
French truffles, if they esteem the sickly-scented leathern 
_ growths of this country worthy of a thousand miles’ voyage. 





The Industrial Society of Shimamura in Oshia are greatly 
pertarbed by the discovery that their silkworin-egg cards 
have been largely and successfally imitated. The Society’s 
agent, on his visit to Milan last year, came across one batch 
of no less than thirteen thonsand cards, all of which were for- 
geries. Application for patent rights has accordingly been 
made to the Home Office, but the authorities have seen fit to 
withold their consent, and Tajima Yahei, president of the 
society, has come to Tokiyo to lay his case before the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and slicit the members’ good offices with 
the Government. The Chamber, however, does not seem 
disposed to take any very active steps in the matter, perhaps 
because it believes that the Shimamara producers will suffer 
leas in the issue than the Italian graineurs, so the Industrial 
Society is not unlikely to remain without protection. We 
cannot honestly say that we feel mach sympathy for Mr. 
Tajima Yahei and his comrades. Their traffic is not after 
our mind, and for the rest it is just as well that the Japanese 
should acquire some practical experience of the pleasures of 
forged trade-marks. 

The police at Wladiwostock seem to have very liberal idens 
about the performance of their duties. They have discovered 
a double device for improving their income, the sale of 
indulgences to thieves and the levying of black-mail on 
honest citizens, who prefer the Joss of a yen to spending a 
might in the cells, pending examination, with the thermo- 
meter at twelve or fourteen below zero. We have heard a 
good deal about official corraption in the Rassian Empire— 
of Ovsianikow, who embezzled two million roubles of Gov- 
ernment money and: employs it now to purchase luxuries in 
his exile at Irkutsk; of the chamberlain Tuchenzow, who 
relieved the Credit Foncier of a million, and sabsequently 
travelled to the Ural Mountains in a carriage and four with 
his mistress, and of many another splendid swindler, but this 
expedient of mistaking marauders for their victims is inge- 
nious cnough to be happy. ‘The Japanese, however, seem to 

«Jack the faculty of appreciating first-class humour, for several 
of them have made themselves ndiculous by applying to their 
consul for protection against the police! The military on 
the other hand lead a very hand to moath sort of existence. 
Fo supplement their pay, which does not at all suffice to 
furnish the necessaries of life, they are obliged to perform ail 
sorts of menial offices, hiring themselves out even to the 
Japaucse werchants as “hewers of wood and drawers of 

waver,” while the treatment they receive at their officers’ 
ands is described as the reverse of benevolent. It will be 
well perhaps to discount all this pretty liberally before we 
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A great deal of dissatisfaction has apparently been caused 
in England and Germany by Russia’s recent action in doub- 
ling her import duties. Apropos of this, too, we observe that 
the Spanish Government has been making at Manila sundry 
changes in the Import, Export and Shipping dues. The 
reviecd tariff came into force at the begining of last Sep, 
tember, and the increased dues are ostensibly justified by the 
necessity for certain extensive barbour works presently to be 
undertaken. The principal additions are as follows :~ 
Ist.—Two per cent. on the value of all merchandise imported 
into Manila under any flag. This increase is estimated 
as equivalent to an addition of 20 per cent on the duties 
previously levied. 

2nd.—One per cent. on the value of all produce exported 
from Manila under any flag. This is equivalent to an 
increase of 50 per cent on the duties previously levied, 

8rd.—Twenty cents per ton, Spanish register, on all vessels 
entering Manila from the high seas. This is equivalent 
to an increase of 250 per cent. on previous Tonnage dues, 

The nations principally affected by the change in Import 
duties are England and China, and by the Export daties, 
Eogland and the United States. Siam has also negotiated 
a treaty with England, which provides for a considerable in- 
crease of import duties on merchandise imported into Siamese 
territory. 





Our Japanese mercantile friends seem very sanguine about 
the prospects of Corean commerce ; so sanguine indeed that 
by way of a rider on their favorite simile between Japan and 
England, they do not hesitate now to speak of Chésen as the 
“India of Nippon.” Beans and gold dust appear to be the 
proximate causes of exaltation. A secret trade in the former 
staple is vigorously carried on, and a Xok« of beans pur- 
chased at Fusan for fifteen or sixteen cash sells at Kago- 
shima for ten times that sam. The immense capsbilities of 
this commerce may be estimated from the fact that one, or 
even two, handred Kokw can be procured without much diffi- 
culty! As for the gold dust, one momme is obtainable st 
Gensan for about 8} yen and fetches in a rising market at 
Tokiyo, about five yen. 

All this is very rosy, but we recommend to those concern- 
ed the fable of the crow who made so much noise over his re- 
past that his comrades came and devoured it before he was 
half satisfied. 





His Excellency Hsii, the new Chinese Minister to Japs, 
was to have had Imperial audience in the middle of last month, 
and in accordance with the strict etiquette which governs 
official procedure at the Chinese Court, he will have to lesve 
the Capital immediately after audience and may therefore be 
expected here very shortly. He will doubtless receive his 
final instructions at Tientsin from Li Hung Chang, with 
whom he is distantly connected by marriage and of whom 
he has always been a protégé. 

His Excellency will not visit Japan for the first time. About 
the time of the Formosan affair he travelled about this coun 
try in a private capacity and was apparently much interes 
in the railways and other public undertakings of the Japanese 
Hsii is about 35 yeara of age and anative of Chekiang pro- 
vinee. He speaks alittle Enylish and is besides well inform 
in foreign affairs. He ranks high as a scholar in his owe 
couulry and is altogether a pleasant and sociable Chinesé 
gentleman of charming unaffected manners, which it is to be 
hoped, for his own sake as well as ours, will not be spoil 
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by his present elevation, though rumour says that some in- 
dications of such a contingency were apparent when, on his 
first promotion, he was nominated by Li to the post of joint 
Envoy with Kwo, the first Chinese Minister to the Court of 
St. Janes. 





We are authorized to state that, in consequence of the 
assassination of the Czur of Russia, the ball at the German 
Legation, in honor of the birthday of the Emperor of Ger- 
many—for which invitations for the 22nd instant have been 
issued—will not tako place. 





The railway between Tsuruga and Michi-no-Kuchi in Ye- 
chizen, is now completed, but not yet fully provided with 
rolling-stock. It will not therefore be officially opened for 
some time, but a certain amount of passenger and guods traffic 
is already carried on. 





We understand that the constraction of the railway bo- 
tween Tokiyo and Mayebashi has at last become a certainty. 
Official permission, though not yet publicly announced, has 
been definitely promised, and the Prefects of Gumma anid 
Saitama are busily preparing for the practical inception of 
the scheme. The finances will be in part furnished by the 
15th National Bank, which undertakes to provide seven 
hundred and fifty thousand yen per annum. 





Bince the 14th instant the time for closing the doors of the 
Exhibition at Uyeno has been changed from 5.80 to 6 p.m. 
We observe also that Mr. Shinagawa, Assistant Vice Min- 
ister of the Home Department, has addressed a circular to 
the executive officers of the Exhibition, calling attention to 
complaints made by visitors of incivility and sometimes even 
insolence displayed by persons entrusted with the care and 
tale of exhibits. The fact is that exhibitors seem to regard 
themselves rather as Government officials than retail traders, 
and Mr. Shinagawa dves well to remove an impression which 
is not much calculated to court public favour. 





It appears that the chief projector of the proposed wharf 
at Kobe is Mr. Takahashi Shinkichi, Director of Customs at 
that port. This gentleman formerly occupied a similar post 
at Nagasaki, and there too he is accredited with an attempt 
to increase the facilities for landing goods by the construction 
of a jetty and other works. His design was, however, fras- 
trated on the eve of practical inception by the Satsuma war, 
and afterwards by the loss of his coadjutor, Mr. Kitajima, 
Governor, of Nagasaki, who was one of the victims to the 
cholera epidemic three years ago. The Director of Customs 
does not seem to have been disheartened by his first failure, 
and has moreover been fortanate enough to find a zealous 
Partian at the scene of his new scheme in the person of the 
Governor, Mr. Morioka. Considering the quarter from which 
its conception emanated, one might have expected that the 
construction of the wharf would have been made a plea for 
Government assistance, as usual, but wiser counsels have 
fortunately prevailed. Mr. Tanimoto, president of the Tokiyo 
Metropolitan Tramway Company, has been persuaded to 
associate himself with the work, and has, we understand, 
Undertaken to provide the necessary funds in conjunction 
with Mr, Taneda, Mauager of the forty-third National Bank. 
The projectors of the wharf confidently predict a tenfold 
increase of prosperity for the port of Kobe as the result of 
their scheme. We observe, however, that in Japan enterprises 
the most sensible and the most practically commendable are 
Senerally disfigured by this kind of rhodomontade, which has 
invariably the effect of deterring rather than enlisting the 
sympathies of rational men. 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 997 


— — — — 





What has become of coal? Is it possible that noboly, 
speculator or philanthropist has foreseen the present emer- 
gency? If at least this lack of fuel might be made the 
grounds of a gricvauce to keep us warm it would be some 
consolation, but the ventilators of occidental wrongs have 
forgotten to point out that our new inconvenience has its 
origin in the Governments’ desire to discountenance foreign 
trade. It scems to us that the querulous section has lost an 
opportunity which might have been tamed to good account. 
Has the Riukiu question nothing to do with the complaisance 
that suffers China and Russia to rob us of an article so es- 
sential to our comfort at this inclement season? Or have 
not the ‘Takashima mine owners been subjected to some 
official pressure of the same nature as that exercised at the 
Inte mecting of the Tokiyo merchants, where the import trade 
was annihilated by solemn compact? The public has not 
been sufficiently considered in this matter, and we are 


decidedly of opinion that in the absence of coal we might at 
least have been treated to a little gns. 





Forty feet of snow is a few inches more than one readily 
credits, but there seems to be no reasonable doubt that the 
inhabitants of the northern provinces, Uzen and Ugo, have 
been invaded this year by an avalance of that depth. It 
naturally occurs to one that under these circumstances not 
the fields and trees alone but the very houses must be buried, 
and such would certainly be the case, did not the people busy 
themselves perpetually in clearing away the snow as it lodges 
on the roofs, This year the district of Kitamura has carried 
off the palm for the thickness of its winter garment. It is 
from there that the news reaches us of forty days well-nigh 
perpetual snow-fall, resulting in an accummulation of almost 
as many feet, according to the readings on the gauges which 
are placed on the plains every winter. The maximum hitherto 
recorded, so far at least as the memory of living man can at- 
test, has been thirty feet, so that we may congratulate our 
selves on having passed, without any very undue discomfort, 
through the most inclement winter Japan has experienced 
since Yokohama ceased to be'a mud flat. 





The Home office has directed the Sanitary Bureau to ob- 
tain from the various prefectures accurate statistics of the 
early life aud habits of all the nonagenarians in Japan. It 
is proposed to combine the information thas obtained in the 
form of a practical treatise on hygiene, which seems to us a 
much more sensible method of searching for the elixir of life 
that auy of those pursued by Albertus Magnus or Cagliostro. 





Fashious have strange origins. When it was announced 
that a Drawing room would be held for the first time last 
New Year’s day, a certain Japanese lady, who was very 
anxious to be present, found herself in some perplezity about 
her hair which was chiefly conspicuous by its absence. Of 
course it will be surmised that she escaped the dilemma by 
using a chignon, but the consequences of her action are not so 
equally conceivable. Her false hair made sach a sensation 
that it las since become a universal fashion thus to supplement 
nature’s endowments, and we shall probably find the enhanced 


value of wigs quoted presently as a further proof of the 
currency depreciation. 





Female virtue docs not scem to be at a premium in Riu- 
kia. The last returns show that onc woman in every sixty 
is « wanderer from the straight path. According to the 
sauce anthority the nawber of isiands in the Group is nearer 


seventy than thirty-six, as has hitherto been supposed, but 
this point is still somewhat dubious. 
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JAPAN’S ARMAMENT, 


OT many years ago a German officer of European 
renown said that he held the verdict of a Woolwich 
Committee to be more worthy of credence in matters of 
ordnance than even an Angelic revelation. He was not 
an impious soldier—quite the contrary, indeed—but he 
appreciated the immense difficulty of conducting artillery 
experiments so as to be honestly reliable, and he knew 
that in no country do these questions receive more im- 
partial and efficient investigation than in England. Japan 
has neither arrived at that appreciation nor acquired this 
knowledge. She prefers to be guided by her own experi- 
ments, and it need scarcely be remarked that the finger of 
scorn is pointed at her without stint by those whose hopes 
of profit have been consequently dashed. In this case too 
the finger of scorn is not without justification. Men who 
have any acquaintance with the subject and with Japan's 
scientific resources, know that she might as well set 
herself to forge a Durandel as to determine by experiment 
the relative merits of French, German and English 
ordnance. In doing so, she arrogates an ability which 
everyone sees she cannot possibly possess, and under such 
circumstances it might have been safely predicted that 
whatever verdict her investigations dictated, would have 
excited more or less derision. Yet we do not altogether 
blame her. She has so often fallen into Scylla’s grasp by 
accepting counsel, and been engulphed by Charybdis in 
rejecting it, that the assured satisfaction of independent 
action may well seem preferable to the doubtful benefit of 
interested advice. Plainly too she cannot go very far 
astray, since the worst choice possible to her is still an 
excellent one. Whatever example she follows is not likely 
to lead her to a position very seriously inferior to her title, 
and this, if not a justification, is at least a redeeming 
feature of her self sufficiency. It so happens that she has 
given the preference to Germany. Her forts are about to 
be armed with Krupp guns,—with the guns of the first 
military power in the world—and immediately there spring 
up a host of critics, who declare that she has chosen an 
arm which “falls far short of that adopted by the British ;” 
that she will be liable to be attacked by Armstrong guns 
from vessels out of range of her forts, and that several 
millions of her fast diminishing specie reserve will thus 
have been fruitlessly squandered. 

Now this question is probably one that possesses no 
very great interest for the general public, but it comes 
before us at a moment when our own military authorities 
are beginning to apply themselves in earnest to the solu- 
tion of a problem too important to permit indifference. 
Is the artillery of the future to be breech, or muzzle- 
loading? The old vexata questio has again thrust itself 
unavoidably before the scientific world, and a brief résumé 
of the discussion, so far as it has been carried, will enable 
us, better than anything else, to form a just judgment ou 
Japan's action. 

In 1863, as onr readers are probably very well aware, 
a powerful Committee of Artillery, Engineer aud Naval 
officers was appointed to consider the relative advan- 
tages of the two systems. Their investigations extended 
over a period of two years, and experiments carried on 
under their directions involved an outlay of thirty-five 
thousand pounds. Inaword talent, time and money were 
ali ungrudgingly employed. The verdict of the Committee 
was in favour of muzzle-loadiny. ‘They came to the con- 
clusion that abundant case and rapidity of fire could be 
attained with guns of that description, and that steel barrels, 
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coiled round with iron, satisfied all the conditions of safety, 
Popular prejudice was of course opposed to this verdict, 
The advantages of a breech-loader were self-evident : its 
defects, difficult to comprehend. We wero not yet in pos. 
session of any effective method of rifling applicable to 
muzzle-loaders, while the saving of time and labour effecteg 
by the breech-loading plan seemed unquestionable. But 
on the other hand mechanical difficulties apparently insn. 
perable presented themselves. Every one of the systems 
proposed exhibited a tendency to develope faults whic) 
more than counteracted their alleged benefits. Exper. 
ienced and reliable authorities were of opinion that in pro. 
longed and rapid action and amid all the hurried incidents 
of service in dark confined turrets or between decks, the 
simplest plan was beyond question the best. On board 
ship too another factor was introduced. Loading at the 
breech meant loading with the gun run out and the port 
open, while with a muzzle-loader the rammer staff passes 
through a small hole in the port, which was thus kept 
closed, giving considerably greater protection against 
small-arm fire. ‘This, however, as well as the danger 
apparently inseparable from unreliable mechanism, were 
of course matters of secondary importance. Increased 
risks would have been willingly accepted for the sake of 
increased advantages, but the Committee concluded that 
no such advantages existed, and so breechi-loaders were for 
the time at least doomed. Nor did subsequent events con- 
tradict the opinion then formed. In the Franco-Prussian 
war of 1870-71, no less than two hundred and ten of the 
German field-pieces became disabled from weak breech 
mechanism,* while at Versailles fifteen days firing sufficed 
to put thirty-six out of seventy breech-loading seige guns 
hors de combat. Then the German Government remodelled 
the whole of its field and seige artillery. Many improve- 
ments were introduced and defects remedied, but scepti- 
cism refused to be satisfied until the crucial test of active 
service had guaranteed the efficiency of the changes. 
With ourselves on the other hand everything proceeded 
satisfactorily. We had a cheap, effective and durable 
artillery, and so far as weight of metal went, our “ Wool- 
wich infants ” were the giants of theirtime. Neither were 
we bebind-hand in accuracy and rapidity of fire. At prize- 
firing one of our ships proved that with a muzzle-loading 
12 ton gun she could hit a 12 foot target eight consecu- 
tive times in 44 minutes at ranges varying from 500 to 
2,000 yards. Nothing more than this was wanted. The 
public was satisfied and people came to regard the Krupp 
guns as enormously costly weapons, liable to burst explo- 
sively and possessing only problematical advantages. 
Little by little, however, strength of defence increased 
to such an extent that power of attack could scarcely main- 
tain its superiority. Russian began to put armour of un- 
precedented thickness on her ships, and the Admiralty, 
whose pleasant province it was to write requisitions with- 
out concerning themselves at all as to the feasibility of 
carrying them out, applied to the War Office for a piece 
of ordnance capable of piercing thirty inches of iron. The 
result was the 80 ton guu. Its appearance created quite 
& selsation even among the most peaceful citizens, for not 
only was it au unparalleled monster, but its dimensions 
seemed to afford a substantial proof of our pre-eminence 
as artillerymen, To the anti-breech-loading faction also 
it furnished a new argument. There might indced have 
been some possibility of devising a tolerably serviceable 


* It is only just to state that these guns were provided with * 
breech mechanism of the Wabhrendorf double-wedge system, which 


ere essentially from that of Krupp now adopted. 
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| moment believe that England has achieved less that Ger- 


an attempt seemed preposterous. We had learned some} many in the manufacture of ordnance, but in one respect 
useful tactical lessons from Germany no doubt, but our|we have been unfortunate. The unequalled quality of oar 
arsenals at any rate were sble to hold their own against her | wrought iron has persuaded us to employ it as a substitute 


still. 


for steel in the face of a conviction that the latter must 


In the midst of this exultation news came that Krupp | eventually sunersede it. Germany,on the contrary, has 
had manufactured a 71 ton gun and that it had proved a|had no choice. Steel alone was available to her, and from 


complete success. ‘Ihe official trial tcok place at Meppen 
in the summer of 1879, and this was the result. The 
charge being 485 lbs. a projectile weighing 1716 Ibs. was 
discharged with a velocity of 1708 feet per second, thus 
having a force equivalent to the penetration of a plate 
83.6 inches thick. Now the comparative figures for the 
60 ton Woolwich gun are; charge 445 lbs., projectile 
1728 lbs. and velocity 1658 feet per second, giving a pene- 
tration of 82.84 inches of iron. The Krupp gun was there- 
fore a better weapon than the best we had as yet manu- 
factured. To say that this result took our artillerymen by 
surprise would be unjust. They had anticipated it, for 
knowing the dimensions of the Krupp gun, they under- 
stood that its power must be greater than that of the 
Woolwich. Why then, it will no doubt be asked, did they 
not adopt those superior dimensions? Because their sys- 
tem prevented them. The length of a muzzle-loader is 
limited by many considerations that do not apply in the 
case of a breech-loader, and this was in the main a ques- 
tion of length, the Krupp gun being 28 calibres long and 
the Woolwich, only 18. There are of course other capa- 
bilities which more or less increase the breech-loader’s 
advantages, as for example, enlargement of chamber, bet- 
ter centering of shot and so forth, but the most important 
of all is the length. 

Naturally this trumph of Krupp strengthened the hands 

of those—and they were not a few—who opposed muzzle- 
loading. A new series of experiments was undertaken by 
order of the Government. Their result is not yet officially 
announced, but a field battery of breech-loaders and a 
40 ton breech-loading gun, 26 calibres long, are now in 
course of manufacture. Meanwhile the opinions of those 
most conversant with the question were fully exprossed at 
® meeting of the Royal United Service Institution last 
November. It was there distinctly declared that breech- 
loading is in a manner forced upon us, since although 
guns of greater power are demanded, we are unable to 
produce them, having reached the extreme limit of the 
muzzle-loader’s capabilities; and further, that although 
the time has not yet arrived for the wholesale manufacture 
of steel guns, yet steel is undoubtedly the material of the 
future, being once and a half or twice as strong as wrought 
iron. It would be interesting to know how, in the face of 
these facts, the Krupp gun is declared to be an arm which 
“ falls far short of that adopted by the British.” 

On the other hand Sir W. Armstrong’s results compare 
more favorably with those of the German maker. Over a 
year ago the new type Elswick 6 inch gun was fired with a 
charge of 87:5 Ibs. and a projectile of 82 lbs., the initial 
Velocity being 2031 feet and the total energy 2362 feet tons, 
While Krupp's 6-9 inch guu, fired six months later at 
Meppen with a shot of 69 Ibs. weight and a charge of 87.5 
lbs., gave a velocity of 2135-8 feet and an energy of 2183 
feet tons. In this comparison the Elswick gun has slightly 
the advantage in actual effect and in priority, but the 
difference is very trifling, and we suspect that both Herr 
Krupp aud Sir W. Armstrong would be not a little amused 
atthe sweeping declarations of our coutemponuies, aud 
More especially at the statement that the best Arupp velocity 


this necessity no less than from her unswerving allegiance 
to bieech-loading, it results that she occupies to-day the 
first place in the artillery world, inasmuch as she employs 
the best material and pursues the only method compatible 
with unlimited power. — 

Japan professes to have selected the Krupp guns entire- 
ly on her own responsibility and on the strength of evi- 
dence furnished by independent experiments. If this be so 
we must congratulate her on her good fortane, for it would 
be absurd to attribute the issue to anything else. She is 
not in & position to arrive at just conclusions in such 
matters without the aid of foreign experts, and if, by any 
unfortunate chance, she has learned that their advice is 
not reliable, she will do well to remember that the accurate 
and unimpeachable results of the experiments constantly 
carried on in Europe are always at her disposal. There 
is no doctoring of tables either at Elswick, Shoeburyness 
or Meppen. Germany and England are engaged in a 
scientific competition, and neither country would hesitate 
a moment to adopt the other’s improvements even to the 
prejudice of her own pet hobbies. To-day the laurels are 
with Germany; to-morrow, they may be with England, 
but in the meanwhile truth compels us to admit that so 
far as our present lights are concerned, Japan seems to 
have “‘ chosen the better part.” 


THE RECENT TRIAL AT CANTON. 


A QUESTION of very great public interest has been 
raised by the case of The Queen v. Page, recently 
tried at Canton before Chief justice French and a jury. 
The question, broadly speaking, is of the liability ofa 
British subject in the service of a Foreign Sovereign for 
acts done in the course of such service, and by the order, 
or with the approval of the Government he serves. 
The circumstances of the case were shortly these. An 
Englishman named Page, employed, with the Queen's 
sanction (in accordance with a Convention) in the service 
of the Emperor of China, as a Customs Revenue Officer, 
was indicted for the murder, on 26th Oct. 1880, ofa 
Chinaman. It appears that Page, being so employed in the 
Preventive Service, was engaged in an attempt to capture 
some smugglers; and firearms were used by himself and 
others with the result that the deceased, who was one of 
the smugglers, met his death. The Court was occupied 
for two days with argaments on a question of pleading, 
which was decided, no doubt quite nghtly, against the 
defendant; but with that we need not trouble ourselves, 
because, although the judgment of the Chief Justice on 
the questicn of pleading contains very general language, 
yet we may be excused for passing over as extra-judicial 
utterances any propositions laid down by his Lordship 
beyond what was necessary for the decision of the im- 
mediate point before him. ‘The question we propose 

principally to consider here is whether (apart from any 

forms of pleading) it would in any case be a good answer 
to such a charge, as, for example, the one here brought, 
to say, (as was, in effect, said in this case), and to prove 
that the defendant was lawfully, and with the Qucen’s 


yet recorded is 1750 feet for a small bcre. We do not for a| sanction, in the service of the Emperor of China, as a 
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duly appointed Chinese Customs Revenue Officer, and that !tendence of a College in which the plaintiff was a Pro- 


the act with which he was charged was committed, if at 
all, in the performance of the duties and in the enjoyment 
of the rights and immunities of that office: that his act 
was lawful in accordance with the laws and customs of 
China, and had in fact been ‘adopted, approved and ratified 
as an Act of State’ by and on behalf of His Majesty the 
Emperor of China. 

The case at Canton ended in an acquittal upon the 
facts of the case without regard to any such technical 
defence: and, as our present object is, not to review 
this particular case, but to consider some of the general 
questions arising under it and the principles it involved, 
we need not pursue the course of the trial. There is how- 
ever one observation we shall make at the outset: namely 
that, in the view we venture to take of the question, it is 
quite unaffected by any complications arising out of the 
peculiar jurisdiction exercised under what are known as the 
‘ Extra-territorial clauses’ of the Treaties, here and in 
China. The only effect of that peculiarity, as we view it, 
is that the prisoner is tried in his own Courts aud cannot 
be tried in those of China, and in his own Courts estab- 
lished on Chinese soil instead of at home in England. The 
special interest of this class of cases to residents in the 
Far East is of a different kind, and depends solely on the 
circumstance that in these countries a great deal of the 
work of government is done by foreign employés. To 
bring the matter close home to us, the same question 
might arise in Yokohamaany day between one of ourselves 
and the foreign constables employed in the Japanese 
police. 

The question then resolves itself into this :—What is 
the law of England upon this subject ? A short exposition 
of the circumstances and decisions of a few of the principal 
cases that have urisen in England will make the matter 
tolerably clear. First, as to the case of an officer carrying 
out the orders of hisown Government. In Lord Canter- 
bury's case the law was laid down very unmistakeably. 
‘ At the suit ofa stranger, an officer in the service of the 
Crown will be irresponsible for an act done by him in 
discharging his ordinary duty or in obeying the orders of 
the Government.’ And in another case, the defendant, 
Captain Denman, justified carrying off the plaintiff's slaves 
and destroying his property, on the ground of having done 
so atthe command of the Crown: and the justification 
was held sufficient, although in point of fact no such com- 
mand had been given previously, but the act only sub- 
sequently ratified. Next, as tothe justification afforded 
by the order of a foreign Sovereign. By the comity of 
nations our courts recugnize the act of a Foreign State as 
well as of our own. ‘Thus, Admiral Napier, being in the 
service of the Queen of Portugal, was held irresponsible 
for acts done in her name and with her orders and approval. 
These were all civil cases. Butin the case of the Queen 
v. Lesley, the same doctrine was successfully invoked to 
protect the defendant from the consequence of acts which, 
had they not been done in pursuance of the commands of 
the Government of Chili, where they were not unlawful, 
would have subjected him to criminal punishment. 


A more recent case than any of them, in which the sub- 
ject was discussed in the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, is probably within the recollection of many resi- 
deuts both in Ching and Japan. We allude to the case of 
Gumpach vr. Hart, commenced at Shanghai in 1870, in 
which the plaintiff complained of alleged false representa- 
tions made to the Chinese Government by the dcfendant, 
who was charged by the Government with the superin. 
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fessor. Among other matters, with which we need not 
concern ourselves, the defendant pleaded that both himself 
and the plaintiff were in the service of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, and that the acts complained of were done by 
the defendant in the ordinary course and lawful exercise 
of his duty in accordance with that service, and relied 
upon these circumstances as defeating the plaintiff's right 
to succeed in his action. The Courts in China did not 
uphold this plea; and though their decision upon this 
point did not call for more than a mere expression of 
opinion in the Privy Council (the case being decided upon 
other grounds) the principle of the plea was there virtually 
upheld: and itis upon this point that the views of the 
Privy Council are specially interesting and relevant. The 
bearing of the language there used upon the question now 
under discussion is so close and so important that we can- 
not do better than let our readers see for themselves the 
very words of that tribunal which is, for all of us here 
and in China, the highest Court of Appeal. ‘It was 
argued,’ says the judgment, ‘that what had beon done 
was an Act of State, and, therefore beyond the cogni- 
sance of a Municipal Court. But the wrong complained 
of is not an executive act of the Chinese Government, 
nor of the Appellant [the defendant] as its agent. The 
action is founded, not on the dismissal of the Respondent 
[the plaintiff] from his post, bat on alleged false and 
wrongful representations which are said to have led to it. 
If the power to dismiss had been delegated by the Chi- 
nese Government to the Appellant, and he had, from 
whatever motives, discharged the Respondent by virtue 
of that authority, it may be that his act should be re- 
garded as an act of the Government.’ But that not being 
the case their Lordships say no more upon that point. 
As will be readily seen, this language applies very closely 
to the recent case at Canton. ‘A further contention on 
this part of the case was,’ say their Lordships, ‘ that 
questions of this kind arising between officers in the 
Service of a Foreign Government ought not to be enter- 
tained by an English Court, although the litigants 
might be English subjects. It was urged that it would 
be against public policy and the comity of nations to 
allow of such enquiries.” But the Court considered that 
the facts stated in the answer were not sufficient to raise 
the important questions opened by this contention ; but 
after referring to the pleadings in the case and to the law 
on the subject generally, the judgment proceeds :—* Their 
Lordships are not prepared to say, that cases may not 
occur in which effect should be given to these con- 
siderations. If it were shown, that by the law and 
customs of China officers in the service of the Govern- 
ment were absolutely protected in making reports con- 
cerning their subordinates, and that it was against the 
policy of the Empire to allow them to be questioned by 
any court, it might be proper to hold that it would be 
contrary to the comity of nations, and therefore against 
our own public policy, having regard to this comity, to 
allow a subject of the Queen, who had voluntarily enter- 
ed into that service, to maintain such an action as the 
present. But this is not shewn; &c., &c.” 

A case occurred in Her Majesty’s Consular Court at 
Hiogo, in 1878, raising somewhat the same questions : as 
the case went off without an actual decision, or even full 
argument, it secs never to have been reported. We do 
not of course cite it as an authority, but it is worth referr- 
ing to as an illustration. It was an action for ‘ Malicious 
Prosecution’ brought by a subordinate English employé 
of the Japanese Government Railways against their Agent, 
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also au Englishman, at Kobe. The plaintiff, in his peti-|the First from 


tion, sued the defendant “ As Agent for and acting on be- 
half of the Imperial Railway Department at Kobe, Hiogo 
Ken.” The Government, naturally, undertook the de- 
fence ; and, before raising any of the other defences open, 
determined, under legal advice, first to meet the case on 
the broad ground of the Agent's non-liability—in reliance 
upon the principles of law with which the cases already 
summarized have made the reader familiar. The neces- 
sity of taking this stand is sufficiently obvious: for, if such 
an action as this would lie, the effect would he to bring 
any or all the branches of the Japanese Government 
indirectly, through their foreign employés, within the 
jurisdiction of the Consular Courts. The case, however, as 
we have said, was never actually decided or even argued; 
for, upon an intimation of the views of the Court, based 
upon the pleadings, the plaintiff's representative, after an 
unavailing amendment of his petition, was allowed to 
withdraw it altogether—and pay the costs. 

In the case at Canton, which we have taken as the text 
for the present remarks, there seemed some hesitation 
on the part of the defence in relying to the full upon the 
authority of the decisions, above referred to, upon the 
effect of the doctrine of comity in such cases. The con- 
tention seemed to be limited to supporting the justificative 
effect only of the ‘reasonable’ commands of a Foreign 
Sovereign—thus making the Court the judge of the very 
matter which the law, as we understand the decisions, 
declares to be beyond the cognizance of any Municipal 
Court. The difficulty is an admitted one in all cases, 
(besides those with which we are at present concerned), 
into which the doctrine of comity enters—and prudent 
advocates as well as judges, we know, shrink from 
enunciating propositions broader than is required for the 
decision of the matter before them. But as regards Acts 
of State, at any rate, the cases already quoted seem to 
supply a moderately hard-and-fast line. Besides the 
dicta of the Privy Council above quoted, which refer ex 
facie to civil cases only, we find the Court in the Chilian 
cease above referred to, which was a criminal one, saying 
that the defendant was acting under the authority of the 
Chilian Government, ‘and it must be presumed that the 
latter had exercised its authority according to law, and 
that what took place within the limit of Chilian territory 
was consequently lawful.’ And again—the italics through- 
out are our own—‘ We asswme that in Chili the act of the 
government towards its subjects was lawful. . . . We 
assume that the government could justify all that it did 
within its own territory, and we think it follows that the 
defendant can justify all that he did there as agent for 
government and under its authority’—and there are 
more recent decisions adopting and confirming this 
Principle. It may well be that obedience to the command 
of some barbarous monarch would affurd no justification : 
but it seems that the authority, duly proven, of the 
Government of any State to which international comity is 
extended affords a conclusive answer in our Courts in all 
cases criminal as well as civil: and that China is no ex- 
ception to this rule, in the eyes of the Privy Council at 
any rate, is abundantly clear from their judgement in the 
case of Gumpnch v. Hart. | 

As we stated at the outset, the question of extra-territo- 
rial jurisdiction is not, in our view of the matter, involved 
in the case at Canton. It must not however be supposed 
that it was not called upon to do duty on the occasion. It 
seems indeed as impossible to keep it out of a case here or 
iu Chiua, as poor Mr. Dick found it to keep Charles 
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cropping up in his famous memorial. 
Now, the English Courts, as we have seen, recognize the 
orders of a Foreign Sovereign in justification of acts done 
in obedience to them by British subjects. Nevertheless, 
it is argued that, inasmuch as the Order in Council de. 
clares that the ‘law of England’ alone is to be adminis- 
tered in Her Majesty's Courts in China, those Courts are 
precluded from paying any regard whatever to the laws or 
authority of the Chinese Government. Surely the answer 
to such an argument is simple and conclusive enough :— 
‘The Courts in China are to administer English law: re- 
cognition for certain purposes of the authority of a Foreign 
Government is part of the English law: therefore the Courts 
in China mustrecognize for the same purposes the authority 
ofa Foreign Government.’ The contention that the laws or 
authority of the Chinese Government are to be less 
respected by the foreign tribunals planted on Chinese soil 
than by the Courts in England—though quite of a piece 
with a good deal that we hearand see acted upon in other 
quarters—is curiously at variance with the way in which 
the Privy Council regarded the converse of this argument, 
viz :—that, although actions between British employés of 
the Chinese Government might be brought in England, 
yet it was contrary to the spirit ofthe Treaty that Her 
Majesty's Courts in China should entertain them. Their 
Lordships say, it is true, they are ‘ unable to find in the 
Treaty aufficient grounds for this contention ;’ but in 
holding accordingly that the Courts in China are entitled, 
in the same way as Courts at home, to take cognizance of 
such cases, they add, significantly :—‘ especially when no 
act of the Chinese Government is impugned, and no law 
or custom of China is, for anything which appears, 
violated.” 

These observations of the Privy Council, and others of 
which some have been already cited in another context, 
render rather astonishing a good deal that was said in the 
course of the recent trial at Canton, in relation—or at 
least in close local proximity—to the inevitable ‘ Extra- 
territorial question ;’ and especially as to the laws of China 
not being on the same footing as those of other nations as 
regards the doctrine of comity. We do not, as already 
said, desire here to enter upon any criticism of the position 
taken by the Chief Justice ; but we cannot in justice to 
our own views omit to point out one of the logical con- 
sequences of the opinions which he, apparently, holds. If 
the orders of the Supreme Government of China, or Japan 
it might be, afford per se no justification in an English 
Court for the acts of their English servants, such orders 
clearly cannot become justificative simply because the 
Court happens to think them reasonable, nor by the accident 
of their possibly coinciding with orders which the English 
government might give its servants. A policeman, forin- 
stance, in the Japanese service could not plead that #/he had 
been in the service of the English government, such an or- 
der might lawfully have been given him and would if given 
have justified his act. If he cannot plead the order 
of his actual employer be can plead nothing else, 
and his act, say, in making an arrest, is obviously 
unjustifiable altogether. We should be slow to believe that 
the Supreme Court for China and Japan really entertains 
a theory resting upon such remarkably slender legal 
premises, but leading logically to such startling and 
anomalous results. ‘Such ideas, we know, have not seldom 
been acted upon by some of those who have represented 
in these countries the executive (sometimes blended with 
the judicial), arm of Her Majesty's Goverumment. To the 
Supreme Court we venture to make no such suggestion— 
but if we had to deal with those others of the Queen's 
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servants, we should be inclined to recommend them to 
‘read, mark, learn’—and then act upon—the ‘ Instruc- 
tions’ issued to Her Majesty’s Consular Officers in coun- 
tries where Consuls exercise judicial -powers, and the 
opinions of the Law Officers of the Crown upon these 
questions, and the judgment of the Privy Council so 
often alluded to, together with any of the other legal 
decisions upon kindred topics which opportunity might 
throw in their way. 

The truth is that the simple provision of the Treaties 
that offenders shall be ‘ tried and punished’ by their own 
Courts and under their own laws—which is really the 
sole foundation of all the loose talk about extra-territorial 
rights, and the rest of it, and of which the supposed 
results are so often called into requisition and strained 
to support theories which by no effort of ingenuity can 
that provision be made to sanction legally—this sim- 
ple provision should never have been imported into cases 
of this nature, for it has nothing whatever to do with 
them. We may make the statement boldly, in spite of 
its antagonism to what we must continue to regard as 
only the ‘apparent’ opinion of Chief Justice French, be- 
cause, if we are wrong, we err in company with the high 
authorities above referred to. 

‘ But if this view be correct’ (our readers may be in- 
clined to exclaim) ‘ have we no legal redress for injury at 
the hands of our own countrymen in the service, say, of 
China or Japan? Must we rely solely upon what hope 
there is of obtaining reparation ‘through our own govern- 
ment?’ Not quite so bad as that. If we reflect, we shall 
see that whether a foreign Government, (or our own, for 
that matter), chooses to exert executive authority through 
its own subjects or through aliens, the effect is the same. 
The circumstance that an executive officer is not a subject 
of the Guvernment on whose behalfhe acts, places us in no 
Worse position: wherever we are precluded from suing 
him if he be a foreigner, we should be equally precluded 
if he were a native subject of the sovereign he serves: it 
is not his nationality that gives him immunity in any 
case, but the fact of being engaged in executing the orders 
of Government. Furthermore we may extract consola- 
tion from this consideration—that, whether an executive 
officer be a native or a foreigner, he is only protected so 
long as he is acting strictly within the limits of his lawful 
authority: if he overstep these, the law will give 
us redress for any injury he may thus unlawfully inflict 
upon us. 80 we have our remedy—elsewhere, in the 
Courts of the country whose officer we sue, and, if he be 
an alien to that country, then also in his own national 
Courte—Aere, not in the Courts of the country, but only 
in those of the offender's own nationality : but we have 
not in this case to pursue him to his own distant home 
to find his national tribunal, for it is here brought to our 
very doors. On the whole, therefore, even upon this 


pessimist view of the matter, we are as well off as people 
elsewhere—if not better. 
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REVIEW.* 
CARCELY any class of record 5 ; 
S capabilities for historical rds possesses more useful 


abil ‘al parposes than Consular Re 
ports. Their writers are highly educated and often exeep- 


tionally yifted men, placed in the Very most advantageous 
positions for observing the social phenomena of the people 
among whom they live, and constrained by the obligations 
of their office to be honest as well as accurate. ‘The struc- 
tures and functions of Societies, the institutions, nctivitics, 
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sentiments and habits of peoples, everything in short that 
history now recognizes to be its most important province, 
comes fairly within the scope of a Consul’s report. It is 
only of late years, however, that this fact seems to have been 
appreciated. Even to-day the old unfortunate term “ Trade 
Report ” too often seems to exercise a restrictive influenco, 
and we find Blue-books occupied entirely by commercial 
statistics and market quotations, to the exclasion of matter 
infinitely better calculated to suggest true estimates of a 
nation’s condition. The author of the pages now before us 
has evidently taken the broadest possible view of his fanc- 
tions in this connection. He concerns himself principally 
about labor, germ of commerce, but his report is nothing less 
than an exposition of Japan’s whole social stractare. It is in 
fact a historical epitome of the greatest value, written after 
the clear succinct fashion of an official document and replete 
with evidence of patient care and scrupulous accuracy. 

We are furnished at the ontset with certain statistics 
having reference to the topography, climate, population ete, 
of the islands, after which the author: gives us a concise 
account of the polity, religion, system of land tenure, educa- 
tion, social ethics, classes and conditions of labor, finances 
etc. of the country, and concludes with tables shewing the 
prices of food and the method of taxation now in force, 
Obviously a work of such extensive scope must necessarily 
be somewhat brief in its details, yet in almost every section 
some fact indicative of original research is to be found. 
Thus in describing the polity of Japan, General Van Buren 
tells us that » feature of the old absolatism still exists in the 
form of police surveillance exercised through the registra- 
tion laws. This point, hitherto little noticed by foreign 
writers, is one of especial interest. That a mother who fails 
to register her child within seven days of its birth should be 
subject to fine or even imprisonment seems an almost tyran- 
nical ordinance, but its justification becomes immediately 
obvious when we consider it in connection with the peculiarly 
loose nature of the marriage tie in Japan. A Japancse 
might as well try to live without food as without his nimbetz, 
and if by any chance the detectives should happen to ‘‘want” 
him, his chances of ‘escape nre infinitesimally small under 
this system. 

The author justly speaks of the incomes of the shrines 
and religious institutions as a most oppressive burden to the 
people, The service of more than seventy thousand temples 
constitutes a serious drain on the producing population, and 
however willing men may be to support an immense body of 
indolent friars, or to lavish money on legions of deities, there 
can be no doubt that the national habit of mind with regard 
to religious traditions is a grave obstacle to material pro- 
gress. 

We cannot altogether agrce with the author in some of 
his remarks upon the morals of the Japanese. When he 
says that the namber of unmarried men among the laboring 
classes is very large, and that mach of the workman's earn- 
ings is spent in houses of prostitution or in gambling and 
drinking, he conveys, we believe, an impression stronger than 
the facts warrant. It is very true that in most of the villages 
along the main roads one or more brothels constitute a con- 
spicuous feature, but in the more remote parts such is not 
the case, and there seems little reason to donbt that the 
frequenters of these institutions arc in the main merchants, 
uot laburers. Gambling too has always been accounted the 
speciality of grooms and of the class known as “ Kumosuke,” 
i.e. coolies. That it is much practiced among artizans or 
farmers scems very problematical. Neither is it strictly 
correct to say that bathing together, by both sexes, in public 
bath-houses, tn a state of nudity, is practiced ererytchere. 
This is an error which has Leen again and again repeated by 
writers on Japan, thongh as a matter of fact, bath-houses in 
which the men are not separated from the women by a wooden 
partition are so completely the exception that they can 
scarcely be said to exist at all, 


_The defective resources of transport are commeuted on 
with well-deserved force. In J apan the laborer is indeed his 
own beast of burden as well as his own road-maker, and the 
amelioration of these conditions wiil certainly be contempo- 
rary With a vast improvement in the producing power of the 
nation. 

We have not, however, space to follow General Van Buren 
through the various items upon which he has evidently 
brought to bear so much research and astute observation. 
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His work is an invaluable addition to our recorded 





but prove a most useful book of reference. He has moreover 
set an example which if followed by his confreres all over the 
world would largely enhance the worth of Consular Reports, 
though in truth i¢ must be confessed that treatises so ex- 
haustive as his leave little material for subsequent theses. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES ON NAGASAKI. 


— — 


By W. A. Woottey. 


{Read January 11th, 1881.] 


My apology for the fullowing notes on the introduction 
of foreign commerce and religion into Nagnenki, and on its 
early history, must be the special interest attaching to this 
place by all who study the early relations of Japan with 
foreign couutries. 

My information has been chiefly derived from a manu- 
ecript in 14 volumes entitled “ Naynsaki Kokon Shéran,” 
compiled by one Mutsura Té, of Nagasnki, iu 1811, and 
now preserved in the archives of the Kenché at Nagasaki. 
A list of the books referred to in this compilation is up 
pended to this ar 

The obscure village, 
the Japanese themse 
was not called by 


rarely visited in early times even by 
ves, from which Nayasaki has sprung, 
its preseut name, but by the following — 

Tamakina Mura, 

Fakatsuye, 

Fukaye no Ura, 

Fukut.mi no Ura, 

Nigitatsu, 

Tamana no Ura, 

Tama no Ura, 


of which Fukaye no Ura, Nigitatsu, aud Tama no Ura were 
the best known. It is not clear, however, at what dates 
these names were applied to it. 
' In the reign of the Emperor Keiké (A.D. 71-180) Toyo- 
towake no Okimi received Hi no Kuni as his domain, aud 
passed through Fukaye no Ura. 

Hizen and Higo, it may be mentioned, once formed one 
province, called Hi no Kuni, “ the province of fire.” The 
story goes that in the reign of the Emperor Sujin (B.C. 
97-30), Tsuchigumo and Uchizaru, two persons of Mashiki 
no Kéri iu Higo, with 180 of their fullowers, revolted. 
Take Oguwmi speedily overthrew them, and he attributed 
his victory to divine agency. Having reached Shiraga no 
Yama, in the district of Yatsushiro, he perceived after esun- 
down, a fire burning in the sky, which gradually descended 
upon the motutain and hung there like a lamp. He re- 
ported this to the Emperor, who at once named this part of 
the country Hi no Kuni, and that ‘lake Ogumi's name might 
not be forgotten in after-time, he called him Hino Kimi 
Take Odzumi and made him lord of this province. Keiké 
Tenno, when making a progress through ‘I'sukushi, is said 
to have been guided by this light. ‘The old name of Kiu- 
shiu was Tsukushi, “Erected stones,” stone forts having 
been erected, in various parts, to protect the land against 
foreign invasion. This name at first was syuepymous with 
Chikuzen and Chikugo, but as the government office for 
the control of the western provinces was at Dazaifu, in 
Chikuzen, the whole of Kiushiu came to be called Tsukushi. 
Kiushiu was also called Chinzei, and ou the Torii iu front 
of the Suwa temple in Nagusaki were inscribed the words 
“Chinzei Taisha” (the large shrine of the country subju- 
gated in the west). Tametomo, the brother of Yoshitomo, 
lived for a long time in Aso, and was known as Chinzei no 
Hachiré. 

Jing Kégé, when on her expedition against Korea, is 
said to have stopped at Fukaye no ura, and many of the 
islands, capes and rocks at the entrance to the harbour are 
supposed to have derived their numes from her visit. The 
stones which the Empress put in her breast to prevent her 
being delivered until after her return from Korea, are snid 
to have been taken from the village of Hirusliku, about a 
ri to the north of Nagnsaki. 

In the fifth year of the reign of the Empress Suiko (598 
A.D.), Rinshé, the heir of the King of Kudara (one of the 
divisions of Koren), visited Fakaye. 


In the time of Saga Teuud (810-842), the temple of 
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on the site of which is the present Suwa shrine, 


In 998 A.D. the Government at Dazaifu reported to 
Kidto that Chinese pirates had ravaged the coast of Tsu- 
kushi, and in the following year troops were seut out to 
punish them. ; 

In April, 1019, pirates again ravaged the coast of Tsu- 
kushi and the Island of Iki, and killed Fojiwara Masatads, 
who was in charge of that Island. 

In the time of Takakura Tenné (1169-1181), Norimori 
Chiunagon, of the Taira family, received Fukaye for his 
domain. 

Fukaye no Ura formed one of 
in the Sunogi district. This name was in existence in 
1552, for one of the yema (thank offering picture) in front 
of the shrine of ‘arayama Gongen has inscribed upon it the 
words, “ Presented by Nagasaki J inzayemon no Jé Yori- 
dzumi, of Fukayo no Ura, inthe 2lst year of Temban " 
(1552). 

Nagasaki Kotaré is said to heve received Fukaye no Ura 
us his fief from Yoritomo during the period Banji (1185- 
1190), and to have lived on the hill above Shua-toku-ji, 
It is frow him and his descendants that Nagasaki is thought 
to have derived its name. Previous to his coming, boats 
Fukage bune, but after- 
wards Nagasaki bune, and the people who dwelt here 
Nagasaki men, and this name gradually came to be given 
to the place. About this time Yoritomo is also said to 
have rewarded other Samurai by grants of land iu the 
Western Provinces. Among these were Tomachi Tdjird, 
Chiwata Taré, Tokitsa Shiré and Urakami Kodayu, from 
whom the names of the villages Tomachi, Chiwata, Tokiteu, 
aud Ornkami may have been derived. These Samurai built 
yashiki for themselves ou the fiefs they received, and con- 
ducted themselves as independent chieftains, taking the side, 
in time of war, of one or other of the three notable daimiés 
of Kiushia. When Kotaré came, Fukaye was poor and 
the land untilled, the only inhabitants being a few fisher- 
— ealt manufacturers in the part now known as Vedo 
Machi. 

Naga-aki Samenosuke was the 8th in descent from 
Katar6, and having no heir he adopted Yasunaga, the 3rd 
sun of the chieftain of Arima. His sun Jinzayemon married 
the daughter of Omura Mimba no Shéya Suamitada, 
better known as Oimura Risen (Risen being his Buddhist 
name). Jinzayemon inhabited the castle above Sau-toka- 
ji, which had been built by his ancestor Nagasaki 
Kageyuzayemon no Jõô Taira no Tametomo in 1388. He 
was a man of considerable influence, which was enhanced 
by hie family connection with the houses of Omura and 
Arima, and was continually engayed iu feads with his 
neighbours, who envied his prosperity. 

During the period Tembuau (1532-1555), Shimadza 
Yosihisa of Satsuma, Otomo of Bungo and Riuzdi 
Takanobu of Hizen, contended for the supremacy in Kiushia. 
Jinzayemon’s chief enemy was Fukahori Shigeiye, who 
fought under Riuzdji’s flag. He repeatedly invaded Naga- 
saki, but without success. ; 

Owing to the frequency of attacks made on Nagasaki, 
canals were formed fur the protection of the town. In 
1592 a large canal was made between Shimabara Machi 
and Moto Hakata Machi, and in 1596 another was made 
between Snkura Machi and Bungo Machi. Iu 1600 the 
Governor ordered the people to make two canals, one 
passing from Kagawa Machiiu a N. W. direction to Fanateu 
Machi, between the inner and outer towns, and one in a 
S. E. direction from Kago Machi to Shita Machi. 

In 1539, or according to other accounts in 1542, a hurofune 
(black ship) with Nambanjin (a name applied especially 
to Portuguese aud Spaniards) on board visited Tanega- 
shima in Osumi. Amongst those who landed on this 
occasion wns one of the literati of China, who acted as 
interpreter between the foreiguers and the chief of the 
island, Hidbun no jô Tokitada. In reply to questions, this 
interpreter is represented as having described his friends 
the foreigners ax being ignorant of etiquette and charactors, 
of the nse of wine cups aud chep-sticks, aud as being, 1 
fact, little better thaa the beasts of the field. The chief 
of the foreigners taught Tukitada the use of fire-arws, and, 
upon leaving, presented him with three guns and ammuni- 
tion, which were forwarded to Shimadzu Yoshihisa, and 
through him to the Shogun. Sugiuobéd, a priest of Negore- 
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ji, is said to have spread the use of fire-arms through the 
Eastern Provinces. — 

Iu 1549, a Namban ship touched at Usuki in Bunga, for 
tho purpose of trading and spreading religion—a combina- 
tion of God and Mammon worship which characterized all 
the early visits of foreigners to Japan. 7 

After this, foreigners came from time to time to Funai in 
Bungo, Kuchinotsu in Shimabara, Fukada and Yokose ura 
in Omura, and Akenokéuchi in Hirado, until 1569. Owing 
to the indifferent anchorage in Omura, the Portuguese were 
compelled to seek for a better harbour, and eventually, in 
1570, they discovered Nagaznki (at that time governed by 
Jiuzayemon) and asked permission to trade there. In the fol- 
lowing year, for some reason not clearly assigned, Jinzayemon 
retired from Nagasaki. For the noxt 21 years, until 1592, 
it was under the jurisdiction of Omura. He received the 
foreigners in a cordial manner, and pretended to lean to- 
wards their religion, merely for the sake of inducing them 
to visit his dominions exclusively, and thereby debarring 
other chieftains from obtaining fire-arms, etc. The priests 
were deceived by his complaisance, and aeked him on hehalf 
of their church for the territory of Nagaanki, with jurisdic- 
tion over the same. Omura refused at first to grant their 
request, whereupon the priests and merchants threatened 
to withdraw, and to select some other port for their coun- 
trymeu. Arima happened to be in Nagasaki at the time, 
and acted as a mediator, the result being that Nagasaki, iu 
1578, became the territory of the Christian sect. 

Nagasaki became a flourishing place after the advent of 
foreigners, aud merchauts from ueighbouring provinces 
settled here, hoping to eurich themselves by foreign trade. 
Omura had the town laid out in six streets—catled Shima- 
bara Machi (the present Manzsi Machi), Omura Machi, 
Hokaura Machi, Hirado Machi, Yokose Machi, and Bunchi 
Machi. These streets formed the commencement of the 
inner town. No ground rent was levied upon it even aftor 
Nagasaki became Imperial territory. As the town grew, 

dy and arable land outside this inner town were turned 
nto 40 streets, and a fixed annual ground rent was puid to 
Government. In 1673 this rent amounted to 8800 me 
of silver ; in 1677, to 4700 me; in 1678, to 5000 me (one 
momme == §8.88 grs. Troy). 

In 1672 some of the larger streets were divided into two 
or three streets, the (otal number then being 77 iu the 
inner and outer towns, exclusive of Deshima, Yoriai Machi 
and Maruyama. 

For purpose of Government service, by land and sen, 
these streets were divided as follows :— 

Inner town: 11 Sea service. 
15 Laud do. 

Oater town ; 20 Sea Service. 
84 Land do. 


[I may mention that the road over Himi tége was made 
on the occasion of Omura’s retainer’s visit to Nagasaki 
to lay out the town. | 

From 1558 to 1592, the whole of Japan was convalsed 
with civil war. The feudal lords obeyed neither Emperor 
nor Shégun, but each strove only for his own aggrandize- 
ment. Daring such a period, it is not surprising that o 

like Nagasaki, far distant from central control, should 
ave been allowed to manage its own affairs, and that the 
people, whose imaginative feelings were worked upon by 
miracles, and whose hearts had been won by the self-deny- 
ing and devotional charcter of the Jesuits, should huve 
adopted the Christian faith. So strongly did they become 
imbued with it, that in 1567 there wae hardly a pereon in 
Nagazaki who was uot a Christian. The zeal with which 
the Fathers carried on their propagandisin led thea in 
November of the same year to eet fire to the temple of 
Jin-gu-ji, and to attribute the cause of the fire to the wrath 
of God. After this, all the branches of this tomple, some 
80 iu number, in and around Nagasaki, were destroyéd. 
The zealotry of the Christian converts was encouraged by 
the fact of Otomo Sérin Munechika, Lord of Bungo, who 
had been converted throngh the influence of his Aaré, 
Tawara ‘Teugitada, having burned all the temples aud 
idols iu his dominion and put many of the priests to denth, 
The priests of Hikésun prayed for his death, upon which 
Otumo sout out 4800 men aud destroyed that large temple 
on the Gth of May, 1576, the birthday of Shaka. 

The overthrow of the Shinté and Buddhist faiths in 

Nagasaki lasted from 1587 to 1603, during which period 
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there were eleven Christian churches (called by the Japa- 
nese Ki-kuwan—strange sight) in the town, with Jurisdic- 
tion over it and Urukami. 

The three largest churches were on the site of Shum · 
toku-ji, Hon-reu-ji, and ‘Tateyann Yashiki. The remaining 
eight were used by the Fathers as private residences, nluis- 
houses and offices. 

In 1587, after Shimadzu had gained the supremacy in 
in Kiushiu, Hideyoshi led an expedition against Lim. On 
his returu he stopped at Hakozaki, near Hakata. The 
head men of Nagasnki purposed to pay court to him here, 
but Hideyoshi declined to receive them in audience, and 
having heard that two Christian converts were among his 
retinue, he had them crucified at the Torii of the temple of 
Hachiman in Hakozaki. He further commanded the Jes- 
nits to leave Jupan, and not to return. In thesame year he 
sent Téd6é Sudo no Kami to expel them and to prohibit the 
Christian religion. Tédé was recalled, but returned to 
Nagasaki with Terszawa Shima no Kami in 1588. They 
presented the people of the inner town with a charter signed 
by Hideyoshi, remitting all taxes. The Government was 
nfterward entrusted to Nabeshima Hida no Kami, as. Dai- 
kwan. He carried it on from 1588 to 1591. 


Afier T6:16's coming, the head men of Nagasaki were 
four in number, one of whom went yearly to pay his respects 
to Hideyoshi. Toerazawa, the first Governor (1592), gave 
them officin! permission to act under the title of Machi- 
do«hi-yori. Nobunaga having heard, when at Adzuchi in 
Géshiu, that the Jesuit Father Orguntin was living at Naga- 
saki, invited him toan audience at Ozaka, and thinking 
that the doctrines of Christianity might as well be tolerated 
as those of Buddhism, which had also been introduced from 
abroad, gave him four ché of land in Bémondéri in Kiéto 
whereon to build a temple, and a yearly stipend, and further 
told him to invite others of his persuasion. This temple 
was called Namban-ji. These Fathers gathered together 
in the temple numbers of sick ns and beggurs, and 
distributed food, clothing aud medicine among them. Some 
of the nobility, and many of the lower classes, believed in 
the new doctrines, and Christianity spread mpidly over the 
Gokinai. Nobunaga was astonished at their lil-erality, and 
fearing that they had designs on Japan, repented that he 
had invited them, and iu 1581 intended to destroy the 
temple and priests, but was prevented, owing to the dis- 
turbed state of the country. It was, however, destroyed in 
1589 by order of Hideyoshi, aud all Japanese Christians 
were condemned to death. 

In 1594, six Bateren (Jesuit Fathers) and 24 of their 
followers, who were in hiding in Kidto and Ozaka, were 
sent to Nagasnki and there pnt to death. 

Hideyoshi recognized tho important position Nagasaki 
was likely to take, and sent five commissioners to inquire 
into its condition, to order the people to obey the rale of 
Omura Risen, to return to the faith of their forefathers, 
and to repair the temples, ete. The Christian churches 
were reduced to three. To counteract the power of the 
priests, Hideyoshi appears to have selected some merchants 
of ability in Hakata, and to have trausferred them to 
Nagasaki, The place were they lived was called, after 
them, Hakata Machi. Here they traded with the foreign- 
ers, aud endeavoured to suppress the evil doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. The Christians were contumacious and refused to 
obey the officials set over them, and constant quarrels took 
place. The influence of the priests was again iu the 
ascendant, but the presence of Hideyoshi at this time 
(1592) at Nagoya on his way to invade Korea, awed them. 
‘Terazawa was sent as Governor, with orders to expel the 
forcizners, ‘To execute these he summoned the head wen 
of Hakata Machi and Gotô Machi ; but they took aumbrage 
nt the place assigned them at the mecting, and whilst the 
altercation was going on, Tcrazawna was recalled to take 
part in the command of the van of Hideyoshi’s army. It 
also appears that the Fathers made rich preseuts to the 
favourite mistress of Hideyoshi at Fushtmi, and thus, in 
oue way and another, this attempt to expel the foreigners 
wns frustrated. The three priucipnl churches once more 
controlled the people, aud issued their orders regardless of 
the authorities. 

The head men of Nagasnki determined to visit Hideyoshi 
at Nagoya, but on their way they incurred the displeasure 
of some daimiô by not descending from tieir palanquins 
when meeting his train, Their presents, also, were vot 
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equal in value or workmanship to those giver by the 
Fathers to Hideyoshi’s mistress, Yodo dono. This, conpled 
with their rndeness to tho daimid, enraged Hideyoshi, and 
they fled to Nagasaki for their lives. ‘Then the people of 
Nagasaki thought it necessary to obtain Uideyoshi’s pardon, 
and looked about for some suitable person to undertake the 
office of concilintor. A porson named [td Koshichird,er 
Nagoya in Bisbiu, chanced to be living in Naguzaki, whithof 
he had come in the period ‘Tenshé (1573-1592) with the 
object of advancing his interests hy foreign trade. Being 
an able and eloquent man, of prepoxsessing mien, as well nx 
a popular favourite, he was chosen to ingratiate himself 
with Hideyoshi, and obtain pardon on behalf of his fellow 
townsmen, ‘Terazawa was also a Bishiu man, and knowing 
Itd’s parentage, he spoke in his favour to one of Hideyoshi's 
councillors. Being received in audience, he falsely repre- 
sented himself as ono of the head men of Nagasaki. Hide- 

vohi was pleased with his address, gave him the name of 
Toan Murayama, and appointed him Daiktoun of the outer 
town, ‘Téan’s uicknamo was Antd, short for Antonio, as 
he was thought to resemble in appearance the figure-head 
of a Portuguese ship. 

He paid 25 kwamme of silver ycarly to the Government, 

being allowed to farm the taxes aud keep for himself the 
surplus over the above sum, This occurred in 1592. 
Téan held office fur over 20 years, and lived in luxary aud 
extravagance, which excited the envy of one Suyotsuga 
Heizd, and made him plot to compass ‘Téan's ruin. The 
case he brought against Téun was heard in Yedo in 1616. 
Toan gained the day. Heizé, however, had another charge 
to prefer against him, to the effect that Tonn was concealing 
iu Nagasaki hie third son, who was a Bateren, and had been 
exiled; and further, that when Iycyasu was besieging 
Hideyori, this sen had conveyed provisions, etc., into the 
enemy's camp. Téan was convicted and beheaded in Yedo. 
Heizé succeeded him in the government of the outer town 
in 1616, and paid 50 kicamme of silver to the government. 
His family retained this office till 1676, when Snyetsugu 
Shigesada was banished to Oki for having traded illegally 
with Taiwan. After this the Machi-doshi-yori conducted 
the business of Daikwan. In 1699 the names of Inner and 
Outer town were abolished, and six Machi-doshi-yori 
managed all manicipal affairs. 

In 1603 the Christian sect fell into disrepute, and the 
following year saw the revival of the native religions. Five 
Metsuke (afterwards Machi-dzukui) were appvinted as spies 
on the people. | 

Ogasawara Ichian, who was Governor at the time, heard 
that one Déchi, a Buddhist priest who had laboured for 
many years to bring the peuple back to the true faith, was 
living in retirement in Nagasaki, and having sent for him 
ordered him to build a temple in Kawaguchi. This was 
called Sho-gaku-ji. In 1606 it was remove to the site of 
a Christian charch in Fuvatsu Mura, the superior of which 
had been: the blind Bateren Tawara Moriichi, the younger 
brother of Tsugitada, the Karé of Otomo Sérin. 

Moriichi afterwards apostutized, and was appointed by 
Hidetada one of the inquisitors to search for Christians 
throughout Japan. Sho-gaku-ji, was burnt by the Chris- 
tians, rebuilt on the site of the present temple of Jé-an-ji, 
and in 1676 removed to its present site in Koshi Mura, 

The five priests who were the most zealous Buddhistic 
revivalists were the Superiors of the temples, Sho-gaku-ji, 
Dai-on-ji, Ko-yei-ji, Dai-k6-ji and Ko-tai-ji. They re- 
ceived the special thanks of the Goverument, and in addi- 
tiou, substantial rewards and presents, which, indeed, they 
deserved, for they were cruelly persecuted and stoned by 
the Christian eect. 

The population of Nagasaki in 1604 is put down at 
24,693. 

In 1618, owing to the Buddhist priests having reported 
that the foreigners intended to seize Japan, Okubo Sagami 
no Kami was ordered to arrest Christians in the Gokiuai, 
Chiugoku and Kiushin, and to give them into the charge 
of various daimiés. In July or August, 1614, Yamaguchi 
Surnga no Kami was sent by Iyeyasu to expel the priests 
and destroy the churches. In October, over 100 Bateren 
and others, who hnd been arrested in various parts of the 
country, among whom were Takarama Ukon, the Lord of 
Takatsuki, in Sesshin, and Naito Hida no Kami, were 
banished to.Macao. Tho daimios present at the destruction 
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zawn Shima no Kami, Arima Sayemon-no-suke, Matsura 

Iki no Kami and Omura Tango no Kami. The altars, 

made of bronze and gold, were buried. In 1626, Midzn- 

no Kawachi no Kami was sent to Nagasaki, and for 
threo years carried on a rigid search for Christians, 

In 1629, the practice of Fumi-ye, or trampling on the 
picture of Christ, was instituted. Paper pictares were first 
used, but as they were soon worn out, wouden slabs ( ye-tta ) 
were substituted ; and again, in 1669, twenty bronze plates 
were enst und engraven with the image of Christ by one 

Yusa, an engraver who lived in Nagasaki. These plates 

were made of metal taken from the altars of the Christian 

churches. They were about five inches by four inches, and 
one inch in thickness. The ceremony of trampling on them 
was performed annually from the 4th to the 9th of the Ist 
month. Recusants were expelled from their homes, and had 
to take refuge in the fields and woods. When arrested, if 
still contumacious, they were taken to the hot springs of 

Shimabara, sprinkled with the boiling water and thrown in. 

Takenaka Unome no Kami, who was Governor from 1629 
to 1632, brought the Government into disrepute by acting for 
his own selfish ends. His property was confiscated and he was 
scutenced to commit kara-kiré in Yedo. He established a 
still more rigid iuquistion, and by arrangement with Matsu- 
kura Bungo no Kami, sent the Christians to the hot springs 
of Shimabara, where their backs were slit open and hot 
water poured over them. Reensants were thrown into one 
of the springs called Hachiman jigoku. In Nagasaki, at 
Nishizaka, they were crucified, burnt and subjected to various 
kinds of refined cruelty. 

In 1683 two Governors were appointed in order to prevent 
the recurrence of the arbitarry conduct displayed by the last 
named Governor. They reached Nagasaki about the end 
of July, the usual time of the arrival of foreign vessels, and 
returned about the end of the year, after the departure of 
the ships. From 1638 the Governors lived at Nagasaki 
without returning of Yedo. 

During their absence, the inner town was subject to the 
Machi-doshi-yori, and the outer town to Soyetsugu Heizd, 
the Daikwan. When in doubt how te act, they sent to 
Yedo for instructions. 

Upon the arrival of a foreign ship, a guard-ship, with an 
official called Chgji, was sent out to watch her movements, 
and no cargo could be discharged before the Governors had 
come down. 

In 1634 two inspectors of merchandize were sent from 
Yedo. 

In 1687 three Governors were appointed, of whom two 
lived in Nagasaki, each taking his turn to be relieved by 
the third, who resided in Yedo. : 

In 1700 there were four Governors, two of whom resid- 
ed in Nagasnki and two in Yedo. 

In 1635, on the occasion of the escape of Kintsuba Jchei, 
a Jnpancse Bateren, aud one of the most influential of the 
Christian sect, guard-houses were erected at all the land 
approaches of Nagasaki, aud persons without passports 
from the municipal authorities were stopped. 

In 1686 the Shégun’s ministers issued an edict to the 
Governor of Nagasaki, the articles of which were to the 
following effect :— 

Japanese not to go abroad. 

Jupanese attempting to go abroad to suffer death. 

The cargo imported in a foreign vessel not to be purchased 
by one person. 

Persons of military rank not to buy direct from Chinese 
traders. 

Persons returning from abroad to be put to dcath. 

Tho Prince of Owura to provide a guard-ship from time of 
n foreigu ship's arrival until receipt of iustructions from 
Yedo. | 

Foreignors propagating their religion to be imprisoned in 
Omura. 

Foreign ships to be inspected. 

Half-breeds not to reside in Japan. (In accordance with: 
this article, 287 childron wera banished to Macao.) 
Person adopting half-breeds to be banished, and their re- 

lations to be punished. 

Nature of merchandize in foreign ship to be reported to 
Yedo. 

Merchandize, excepting silk, to be sold by private arrange-- 
ment, 


of the churches were Nabeshima Shinano no Kami, Tera-| Goods not sold cannot be stored in the country. 
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Agents of merchants to be in Nagasaki before the arrival 
of a foreign vessel ; in event of their being five days 
Inte, they were not to share in the business or the 
proceeds. - 

Silk to be purchased by merchants of Yedo, Kiôto, Osaka, 
Sakai and Nagasaki. Value of goods brought to Hi- 
rado to be determined in Nagasnki. 

In 1636 the Portuguese were prohibited from living in 
the town of Nagasaki and were removed to Deshima, a 
tract of land which had been reclaimed by twenty-five 
Japanese merchants. The object in secluding the Portu- 

uese here was to prevent the spread of Christianity. 

They lived in Deshima for three years, until the autumn of 

1638, when owing to the revolt of the Christians of Shima- 

bara in the proceding year, they were expelled by Ota 

Bichiu no Kami and ordered never to return. For two 

years Deshima remained unoccupied. 

The Dutch first received official permission to trade in 
Japan, on September Sth, 1608, when Iyeyasu issued an 
ediet to the Dutch Captain, whereby Dutch ships were 
allowed to visit any port in Japan, and were in fact invited 
to come. On the 16th of Septomber, 1617, Hidetada 

itted Dutch ships in distress to visit any port iu the 
country. The English received a similar permission. 

From 1608 to 1638 the Dutch traded periodically at 
Hirado, and enjoyed freedom of action. In the latter year 
Matsudaira Idzu no Kami caine on a visit of inspection, 
aud destroyed the Dutch fort in Hirado, thinking from its 
size and strength it might endanger the peace of the 
country. 

In the winter of 1640, when on the point of starting on 
their aunual visit to Yedo, the Dutch were ordered to move 
to Nagasaki, and on their return, in 1641, they repaired 
there and took up their abode in Deshima. 

In 1641 nino Dutch vessels entered Nayasaki, after 
which from scven to ten came annually, The annual value 
of cargo imported amounted to 7,000 to 10,000 kewamme of 
silver. 

From 1641-1671 the trade between tho Dutch and Japa- 
nese was carried on without the intervention of the Govern- 
ment. 

In 1664 the Dutch began to purchase koban at the rate 
of 68 momme each, the market price at the time being 56 
or 57 me. In the course of four yenrs #1,000 kobaxn were 
purchased. The profit was divided between the people in 
the inner and outer town, but in 1666 it was divided 
according to the number of houses. ‘Till the end of 1667 
trade was carried on in silver currency, but owing to the 
latter becoming scarce, gol was substituted, onc koban 
being reckoned at 56 or 57 me. 


In 1672, a mode of trade called Shihd Shébat was 
established. Upon the discharge of goods from a ship, 
appraisers, appointed by the merchants of Kidéto, Sakai, 
Osaka, Nagasaki and Yeo, resident in Nagasaki, drew up 
a price list of the articles of import. This was sent in to 
the Governor, who, with the Daikwan aud Machi-doshi- 
yori, then forwarded a copy of it to the Dutch Captain, 
who agreed to sell such of the goods as had prices affixed 
which came up to his ideas. The merchants then tendered 
amongst themselves for the goods, the highest tender being 
taken. When the purchnsers lind taken delivery of their 
goods, the captain informed the assembly of merchants, 
from whom he received the price originally appraised. 
This practice continued until 1684. In 1685, uorestricted 
trade was again established, save only that the amount of 
imports was limited to 50,000 riyé, and that raw silk could 
be purchased only Ly certain Japanese merchants. 

The value of the riyd was fixed at 68 me, the market 
price being 6O me: thus the Japanese received a profit of 
eight me on ench riyd. 

The chief articles of import were silk, of which about 
1,000 Awamme of silver worth was imported, and piece 
goods, etc., about 2,000 kicamme worth. 

Five per cent commission was levied by Government on 
each tan of piece goods and every kin of silk, and 50 me on 
every 1,000 kicamme of drugs and miscellaneous goods. 

In 1603 the Portuguese imported a quantity of raw silk, 
but there were no purchasers, After waiting two years 
they applied to the Governor, who reported the matter to 
Yedo, whereupon Government ordered certain merchants to 
buy it in proportion to their means This occasioned the 
formation of a sort of silk guild, the members of which 
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could trade in silk alone. Bat in 1654, the price of silk 
being very high, the merchants sustained a heavy loss and 
began to trade in other articles. 

The dimensions of Deshima are :— 


S. 118 ken 2 ft. 7 sun (a ken=—nearly 2 yards). 
N. 96 ” 4 9 9 a 
W. 85 , 456» 
gE. 35 , 8, 3 5, 


The houses (25 in number), godowns, ctc., were built by 
the 25 Japanese merchants. Tho wall, gates, and bridge by 
Government. 

The rent paid by the Portuguese to their Japanese land- 
lords amounted to 80 kwamme of silver, but the Dutch refused 
to pay so much, and it was finully settled that they were to 
pay 55 ktcamme, at the rate of 268 me 3 fun for each ken in — 
a house. ., 

From 1661 the Dutch left Deshima every year ou the 
14th of February with presents for the Shogun, arriving in 
Yedo in March. Previous to this they had been used to 
start in January. 

In 1662 a bazaar for the sale of Imari porcelain was 
opened at Deshima by permission of ths Government. 

From 1654 the temple grounds of Gu-shin-ji were used as 
a place of burial by the Dutch. 

The value of presents annually given by the Dutch to the 
Shégun was 21,500 me; to Nishi no Maru (heir 
apparent), 10,750 me; and to the Court Officials, 33,020 
me. From 1716 ouly two Dutch vessels were allowed 
to come yearly, and the value of imports was fixed at 30,000 
kecamme. ‘The export of copper was fixed at 1,500,000 Ain. 
From 1744 the value of importa was reduced to 600 krcam- 
me, aud export of copper to 650,000 din. From 1746 the 
the value of importa was raised to 1,000 icamme, and 
1,100,000 Ain of copper and 1,000 riyô of gold were allowed 
to be exported. From 1790 only one Dutch vessel was 
allowed to come. 

The value of imports was reduced to 500 kin and the 
export of copper was 600,000 in. 

The Dutch Captain was to proceed to. Yedo once in 
every five years, aud the value of the preseuts was reduced | 
by one half. 

After the edict of 1638, prohibiting their visits to Japan, 
the Portuguese and Spaniards made several attempts to 
renew their intercourse, but without success. 


In 1639 the governor was dismissed for having sent a 
Namban vessel away without having reported her arrival to 
the Yedo Goveenment. Three other vessels came in this 
year, and Ineaye Chikugo no Kami was commissioned 
to order their immediate departure, and to state that a second 
infraction of the laws of Japan would be severely punished. 


fu 1640, on July 7th, a ship from Luzon arrived. It 
was seized and the crew were imprisoned in Deshima, 61 of 
whom were put to death at Nishizaki ou August 8rd, and 
the ship with its cargo, consisting of 60 d:camme of gold, 
gold ornaments and piece goods, was sunk off Sudzure in 
Nishidomari. Thirteen of the crew, who stated that they 
had come to Japan against their will, were spared and seut 
hume ou September 12th in a Chinese juuk to inform their 
countrymen of the fate of their comrades and of the 
prohibition against the coming of foreigners. In 1663 the 
sunken cargo was presented to the Machi-doshi-yori, who 
succecded in raising over 45 kicamme of gold. On Septem- 
ber 30th six Bateren and threo Japanese were shipwrecked 
off the coast of Loochoo, conveyed to Satsuma and thence to _ 
Nagasaki, where they were imprisoned. : 

On July 26th, 1647, two Portuguese vessels anchored off 
Yowujima, with ambassadors from Goa, and asked permis- 
sion to trnde. Ou the 28th they entered the harbour and 
anchored off Minagi. They refused to give up their arms 
and ammunition, saying that they intended to return after 
they had presented their petition. On the 30th, Matsu- 
daira Chikuzen no Kami arrived ; he was succeeded by the 
Karo aud soldiers of most of the daimiés in Kiushiu. In 
consultation with the Governor, it was decided that a 
bridge of boats should be stretched across the harbour 
from Ogami to Megami to prevent the ships escnping. 
For the purpose of terrifying the foreiyners, Sawada 
Kunaisayemon, a retainer of Omura and a skilled horseman, 
is said to have appeared on this bridge on a powerful 
chestuut horse in full armour, brandishing a spear. In 
the course of a muuth truops from the various daimiates 
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$0,433 strong, nnd sailors to the number of 19,795 assem- 
bled at Nagasaki nnd took up positions on the islands at 
the cntrance of the harbour, on both shores of the harbour, 
aud at Fukahori. Never before in Japan had such an array 
of men gathered together to guard their country against 
foreigners. All the ruads, too, leading to Nagasaki were 
guarded. On the 28th August Inouye Chikugo no Kami and 
the Governor arrived from Yedo, aud presented Matsudaira 
with a letter from the Government recommending a lenient 
licy. ‘Tbe ships were, accordingly, suffered to leave on 
September 4th, and after a few days the troops dispersed. 

The revolt of the farmers and peasnuts in Amakuea and 
Shimabara, which broke out in 1637, may be traced far 
more to the exactions of their tyrannial fendal lords than 
to the Government edicts prohibiting the exorcise of the 
Christian faith in Japan. Aun ignorant peasantry, ground 
down by taxation to the lowest state of poverty and misery, 
rose rather to take revenge upon their hated masters thau 
to defond the new religion, which they had in fact outward- 
ly abjured. Mauy doubtless remembered the munificence 
of their Jesuit teachers in distributing alms in money and 
kind, their skill in healing the sick and their promises of 
eternal bliss in a future world. They had heard, too, of the 
ease in which their neighbours in Nagasaki lived, and of 
riches to be made by commerce with the foreiguers. They 
longed to throw off their yoke. A pretence for revolt was 
wanted, and their leaders, a band of reckless rénin anxious 
for their own aggradizement, and enemies of Iyeyasu, 
found it in Christianity. Pretended mirmculous manifesta- 
tions of the Divinity were made use of to iucite the people, 
and they raised the standand of revolt in the name of 
Christianity and fought and fell beneath banners inscribed 
with the figure of God. They pnid, however, a fearful 
penalty for their folly, and died most cruel deaths, refusing 
to the last to recant from a religion, to which the sheer 
hopelessness of their condition drove them to yield a blind 
belief. 

The following is a brief outline of the rebellion. It is 
needless to rewark that the accounts given by Japanese 
authors are highly embellished and the figures grossly ex- 
aggerated. —F 

The Nanushi of the village of Oyei, in Amaknusn, one 
Oyei Jihei, had concealed in his house a picture of Jesus 
Carist, which was stolen by Gensatsu, mounted by Akaboshi 
aud secretly Lung up before his (Oyei’s) private altar. Oyei 
was at heart a Christian, and being delighted at what he 
thought to be a divine manifestation, summoned Gensateu 
and the neighboura, who all bowed down before the picture. 
As the news spread, tho villagers round nbout, to the nu- 
wmber of 4000 or 5000, assembled. Minke Toyemon, the re- 
tainer of Terazawa Hiogo uo Kami, in charge of the castle 
of Tomioka, ordered the people to disperse, aud upon their 
refusal, some of his men tore down the picture and trampled 
tpon it. Their temerity cost them their lives. Oyano, 
Chijiwa, Ashidzuka and Akaboshi, some of the ringleaders 
of the plot, then summoned to Oyei’s house the Nanushi of 
the neighbouring villages, and advised immediate revolt nnd 
the seizure of ‘Tomivkn. Whereupon leaders was chosen, 
aud ten white flags adorned with the picture of God were 
got ready. 

On October Ist, 1637, 8,300 men and 1,009 women with 
800 stand of arms assembled at Oyei Mura. Shiro Tokisa- 
da, sou of the Nanushi of Hara Mura, in Shimabara, was 
chosen leader in chief. 

Various miracles were wrought to please the people. 

The planus Shiro laid before them were to seize Nagasaki, 
subdue Kiushiu, open intercourse with forcign countries, 
invite the assistance of a foreign army and thereby compel 
their lords to change the harshness of their rule, and, if 
they failed, to cali on the name of the Lord and perish in 








the attemn pt. 
On October 9th, Haruda Tyo, in charge of Karatsu, 
landed at Hondo in Amakusa to assist Miake. The 


Villagers falsely represented themselves as Buddhists and 
led him into a trap, in which Haruda’s menu were set apon 
at night in the temple of Sai-hd-ji, and it was with difficulty 
that a few reached the enstle. Ashidzukn, who appears to 
have been the lending spirit in the rebellion, recommended 
that they should cross over to Shimabara. Shiro, however, 
Attacked the castle, but without success. Ashidzuka and 
other rénin, with 120 followers, then crossed to Shimabara, 
leaviug Shiro behind with 10,000 men. There they wore 
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joined, at Hara, by Kozoyemon, Shiro's father, and by most 
of the Nanushi and villagers of the neighbouring districts. 
The Government rice yodown in Kami-Fukaye wurn was 
seized, and 58,000 sacks of rice and 4,000 sacks of daizu 
were conveyed to Hara in one day in boats. Ashidzaka 
and others broke into the castle of Shimabara in charge of 
Matsukura Jimbei, and seized arms and ammunition, which 
were also sent to Hara, whither they all withdrew. 
Ashidzuka next directed 25,000 sacks of rice aud other 
provisions to he sent ever from Amakasu, and on 
November 7th Shiro, with 10,000 men, arrived at Hara. 
Including women and children, the rebels now numbered 
40,200. In Hara was a easile ouce inhabited by a member 
of the house of Nabeshima, but deserted siuce 1601. It 
Was supposed to be impregnable and capable of holding 
40,000 to 50,000 men. The rebels repaired this and pre- 
pared for a siege. ‘he Government in Yedo, upou hearing 
of the extent of the outbreak, were alarmed, and thought 
that a foreign army had come to attack the country. By 
the advice of Mito Chianagon, Itaknra Naizeu no Kani, 
one of the ministers, was sent down with plenary powers. 
He arrived on the 11th December, and on the 3lst the siege 
was commenced. ‘I'he particulars of the siege are too in- 
teresting to any modern reader. Attack after attack was 
made on all sides, resulting merely in the Wworsting of the 
Government troops. Itakura applied to Yedo for instruc- 
tions. All the daimiés in Kiushin sent out men, bringing 
the force up to 160,000. Itakura’s attempts having utterly 
failed, Matsudaira Idzu no Kami and Toda Samon were sent 
to command the troops, and arrived at Shimabara on Janu- 
ary 18th, 1638. Itakura, hearing that he was to be super- 
seded in the command, made a final attempt, which ended 
in the rout of his men and himself being shot. 

Matsudaira made but little progress, although it was 
evident that the besieged were short of provisious. Ou 10th 
April, Hojo Awa uo Kami came down from Yedo to 
consult with Idzun. He advised immediate action, and 
persuaded Nabishima Kai no Kami to attack the Demars 
without orders from Idzu. Kuroda Sayemonosuke and N 
oka Kewmotsu, the leaders of the van of Husokawa Etchiu 
no Knmi's men, made a simultaneous attack on the Ote aud 
Nakate respectively. Breaches were now made in the castle 
and the besiegers poured in and drove the rebels to the 
Hommaru, where they were utterly defeated, the finale 
being a fearful massacre of men, women and children. 

The castle fell on April 12th, 1638, about seven months 
after the breaking out of the revolt and after a siege of 
102 days. Hôjô Awa no Kami and Nabeshima Kai no 
Kani expecially distinguished themselves. 

Kozaimon, Shiro’s father, was crucified at Nagasaki, 
and Shiro’s head was exposed at the Obato (Great Pier) 
for eeven days as a warning to the people. The heads of 
those who were decapitated were buried at Nishizaka, a 
suburb of Nagasaki. Their grave is called Arima tsuka. 

For their misgovernment Terazawa was was stripped of 
all his domains but Amakusa, where he fiually committed 
hara-kiri owing to the intense hatred the people bore him, 
and Matsukura Kai no Kawi, Lord of Shimabara, was 
permitted to disembowel himeelf. 

Previous to the edict of 1636, prohibiting Japanese from 
geing abrond, they had been iu the habit of visiting Tou- 
quin, Annam, Taiwan, Luzon, Macao, Cambodia and Siam. 

It may be mentioned that Japanese first went abroad 
for the sake of commerce iu 1592, when Shirayama Ko- 
yaimon of Nagasnki, having received permission from 
Hideyoshi to go abroad, and having built a junk at Kiyé- 
domari in Satsuma, went to Aunam. 

In the period Keiché (1596-1615) Tsuda Matazavemon 
went to Siam. That country was at war with tH & 
neighbouring tribe (?) and, as the Siamese wero being 
worsted, T'sada and Yamada with 600 or 700 Japanese, 
who were living in Siam at the time, assisted them. The 
King, as a reward, yuve Tsada his daughter in marriage 
and appointed Yamada to some high office. In the period 
Kwanyeoi (1624-1644) Tsuda returned to Nagasaki and 
was wade the Otona of Zaimoku machi and afterwards 
Siamese interpreter. He brought with bim from Sinn a 


tree called Shaku Sendan (Molia Azedarach ?) and an 


image of Buddha. ‘The tree was divided into three parts, 
one being given to Nabeshima, Lord of Saga, onc to 
Heizo, und the third part used for the imaye of Buddha iu 
the temple of No-nin-ji, 
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In 1622 Anaki Satar6é went to Annam and had anandicuce| In 1799 guard-houses were erected at Ichöyama and 
with the King. He married the King’s danghter, and re-| Ushibuka in Amakusa. 
ceived a document containing the royal recognition of his; In 1653 or 1655 seven forts wore built by Matsura Hizen 
relationship. ‘Che original of this document was given to} no Kami—three within the harbour of Nagasuki, nt Odawo, 
the Governor in 168], and exhibited ut the exhibition in} Megami and Kozaki, aud four withont it, at Shirasaki, 
Nagasaki last year. Takaboko, Naginata and Kagenowo (the two Inst on 
In 1623, Hasegawa, the Governor of Nagasaki, wrote to | Koyagi Island). ; ; 
the King of Chaban(?), forwarding 20 4wamme of silver{ Chinese traders had beeu in the habit of visiting Japan 
for 100 catties of alues-wood, and requesting that hotter from very early days : their visits became less frequent in 
oe ie and full weight should be sent in future. Asaj the time of the Gen dynasty. During the Ming dynasty 
mark of friendship he prosented the King, in the name of | both Japan aud China were troubled by internal disseusions, 
The dwellera on the sea-coast of Kiushiu took advantage of 
this state of lnwlessness, and having crossed over to China, 
In the same year, Itakura Suwo no Kami received from | ravaged tho const and committed all sorts of atrocities. Ou 
the King of Siam a present for the Shégun of two elephants- | the sails of their ships were written two characters meaning 
tusks and four pieces of white nuno. Iu return he sent; Hachiman, aud owing to this the Chinese called their 











the Shogun, with a sword, and his consort aud sisters with 
two dresses each. 


from the Shégun a pair of gold screens. vessels “ Bahan-sen,” “ Bahan” being the Chinese sound 

Inu this year, also, Hasegawa sent a letter to the} for these characters and “sen” of course meaning ship. 
Governor of Luzon, thanking him for having sent au|Iuterconrso between tho countries was iu consequence 
envoy to Japan, and presenting him with two swords. partially broken off by order of the Chinese Government, 

On July 9th, 1656, an ambassador from the King of} the only Japanese veseels allowed to visit the ports of China 
Siam arrived with presents fur the Shogun, and asked per-| being those licensed by Ochi Yoshitaka. 
mission for his countrymen to come periodically. This was} At the restoration of peace, in the beginning of the reign of 
refused and the presents declined. Some time after, how-|Iyeyasu, Chineso junks came and traded at Kagoshima, 
ever, the Siamese were allowed to trade at Nagasaki. | B6énotsu, Kiyédomari, Kuchinotsn, Yokose Ura, Omura, 
Chinese acted as interpreters. Karatsu, Hakata, Shimonoscki, Waka no Ura, Sakai, Anotsu 

Iu 1605, Arima of Shimabara sent a vessel to Annam to | Namu, Kadzusa and Nagasaki; but in 1636 they were 
buy aloes-wood. Sho was driven by bad weather to Macao, | forbiden to trade at any other place but Nagasaki. 
and whilst undergoing repairs, the sailors quarrelled with | Upou the arrival of a Chinese junk, some of the merch- 
the Portuguese, who killed 50 of them and seized the |Suts of Nagasaki went out to Kozaki to meet her and to 
treasure on board. On board a Namban vessel which | Make arrangements about the landiug of cargo and the lodg- 
arrived in June, vas Japanese who had seen the fight, | 19g of the officials and crew. As au inducement to make 
and who reported to the authorities that the Portuguese | te townspeople recant from Christianity, Hasegawa, when 
who had killed the Japanese were on board another vessel | ‘overnor, allowed them to lodge the Chinese, and charge a 
then in port. Arion had received permission from the {commission ou the cargo, which amounted to 10 per cent of 
Government to burn this ship, but the Christians warned the | the value of general stores and one smomme per tan of piece 
captain of his intention, and the vessel weighed anchor and | goods. In 1633 this commission was reduced by one-half. 
loft with a north-east wind. Arima pursued her to the}, In 1636 the inspection of the cargo imported in Chinese 
east of Yuwéjima, where she anchored. A south wind |Junks was introduced. , ; 
sprang up and fire-ships were sent against the veasel.| ‘The following appears to be the mode iu which trade 
She was destroyed on the 18th of December, 1609. Her | "88 carried on between the Chinese and Japanese. Certain 
cargo consisted of silk, treasure, embroidered stuffs, chains {Streets took it in turn to control the trade. Merchants 
and bracelets. sent in their tenders to the Otona of the street, the average 

In 1641, two guard-houses were erected at Nishidomari | Of the three highest tenders being held to be the price at 
and Tomachi. Two daimiôs from the neighbouring pro- | Which the yoods were to be purchased. ‘The Machi-doshi- 
vinces took each his turn to be on guard in the 4th mouth {Yori reported the price appraised to the Governor, who 
of every year. The men on guard numbered 1,000 and|informed the Chinese. Inu case of the latter refusing to 
were changed every 100 days. accept this price, their goods were sent back. 

In 1648, naval and military equipments were stored at} Iu 1672 the Otona of Uchinuka Machi and Zaimooku 
the guard-houses, and a complete staff of officers, soldiers, Machi were ordered to receive tenders, but disputes having 
sailors aud watchmen was kept up. arisen between the merchants, the system of general tender- 

Another guard-house was established st Fukahdri, and |i"g was abolished, and twelve of the most influential mer- 
the Kard of Nabeshima provided a contingency in case of | Chants of Kiôto. Yedo, Ozaka, Sakai and Nagasaki were 
necessity, the captain of the guard beiug sent yoarly from chosen to tender on behalf of the merchants. As before, 

i | the average of the three highest tenders was taken, aud 
held to be the rate at which the goods were to be bought. 

In 1666 the Chinese were not allowed to lodge where 
they pleased, but only in the street whose turn it was to 
coutrol the trade. 

The entrance and clearance of Chinese junks were first 
registered in the time of the Government of Takeuaka 
Uueme (1629-1632). 

In 1602 Chinese were permitted to bury their doad in the 


After the Shimabara rebellion, Matsudaira Idzu no Kami 
was ordered to inspect places in Nagasaki suitable fur coast. 
guerd stations and signal fires. Louk-outs were established 
at Nomo, Kosedo and Hokwazau. ‘That at Nomo was 
situated on the top of Hinoyama. Two bLonts, manned by 
five oars each, with the words “ Nomo imperial reporting 
boats” on the sails, and with masts painted black in the 
middle and white at each end, were attached to it. Two 
men were on watch twenty days cach throughout the year. | Srounds of —— at Inasa, and this formed the pre 
When Chinese vessels left, four were on duty. When a} ccdent for the burial of foreigners there. 
foreign ‘ship appeared, she was signalled at Nomo, the In 1688-1704 a scttlement for Chinese was formed at 
signal being taken up at Kosedo and passed on to Jiuzen-| J luzen)i Mura, which they could not leave without perms 
ji Mura (the present Jiu nin Machi), and thence to the | Sion. Three Chinese temples were built for the burial of the 
Governor's yashiki. dead. Priests were sent for from these temple, aud festivals, 

Iu 1689, a look-out was erceted nt Kosedo. Ten watch-| Which were formerly held at Go shin-ji, came to be held oF 
men, teu sailors and four boats, painted similarly to those at the settlement, Yealy subscriptions, however, were stil 
Nomo, formed the complement of the ynard. paid to Go-shin-ji, and burials took place there now au 

In 1641 » look-out was erected on Hokwazan and provid. | then. F 
ed with two furwers, who were changed every ten days. It, may be interesting to know that by an order given 
Upon the farmers objecting (o this service, Heizé appointed | he Dutch and Chinese interpreters on Muy 4, 1 8, 
men of his own retinue in 1659, and aſter Heizd s banish- | port of the following goods was prohibited :— 
aneat, Governuscnt officials were appointed. Trees and plants (except those used for medicine). 

Asigual fire was kindled on this mountain in ease of danger: | Vermilion. 
it was taken up by another on ‘Taradake Yama aud thence | Living animals. 
onto Yedo. In October, 1764, the watch on Hokwasan ! Articles de Paris. 
was abolished. After this, in 1808, n guard-house was | Gold lace. 
erected below the old place, Coral. 
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Foreign clothing (except flannel aud woollen clothes). 

Red oxide of lead. 

Dutch Magemono (round boxes ?). 

Aloes-wood. 
Also that by an order dated 16th September, 1715, the 

following articles were prohibited to be exported :— 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Gold and silverware. 

Arms and ammunuition. 

Portraits of warriors. 

Swords and razors. 

Edged tools. 

Sulphur. 

Oil, ete. 

Lacquer. 

Mouey coined in Kwanyei. 

Rice, wheat, millet, brans aud sorghum (except what was 
required for ships use). 

Silk. 


Pongee. 

Light silken fabrics. 

Grass cloth. 

Floss silk. 

Ginned cotton. 

Raw cotton. 

Hemp. 

Portraits of the Emperor, officials in full dress. 

Obscene pictures. 

Pictures of battles or strategic“movemeuts. 
J „eamps and castles. 


I will conclude this paper by giving a short account of a 
visit paid to Nagasaki by an English man-of-war in 1673, 
and by a Russian man-of-war in 1804. 

On July 9th, an English man-of-war, carrying 10 guns, 
arrived at Nagasaki, and produced a letter said to have beeu 
given by the Japanese Government about 44 years since to 
the captain of an English ship which had touched at 
Hirado. Upon examination it was fouud that this document 
was without any official seal. 

In reply to enquiries, the captain said that war between 
England and Holland, and the idea that small profit 
would accrue to them if they were to trade with Japan, lind 
prevented their visiting the country for some forty yenrs; 
that now their country was nt peace with Hollaud ; 
that they had no Portuguese ou board, nor any articles of 
church furniture ; that their religion differed from that of 
the Portuguese and that they were willing to give up their 
arms and ammunition during their stay. ‘Ihe Datch told 
the Governor, with a view of influencing him in his report 
to Yedo, that the English King had married a daughter of 
the King of Portugal, and that friendship existed between 
the two nations. 

, The English said they left England in November, 1671, 
In Company with two other vessels, nud arrived off Bantam, 
In Java, in April, 1672, where they remained 40 days ; 
that one sip went to Tonquin, whilst the other two ar- 
rived at Singapore in June; that one of these then re- 
turned to Bantam, her cargo having first been transferred 
into the vessel bound for Japan. 

he vessel anchored off Nishidumari. Five guard-ships 
aud two ships with Chéji on bourd were appointed to 
Watch her movements. Permission to trade was refused, 
but as they were short of provisions they were allowed to 
Sell some of their goods. These realized 348 rid 3 bu, 
— riõ 8 bu of which thoy spent in purelhasing provisions, 
e. 

On October 9th, 1804, 2 Russian ship with four ship- 
Wrecked Japanese on board visited Nagasaki. She anchor- 
ed off Yuwdjima and afterwards at Odawo. The Russians 
sail they desired to offer presents to the Shégnn and.to 
make a treaiy of friendship and commerce. Nabeshima 

ept guard over the ship with seven large and a number of 
amall boats, whiie the Lords of Hizen, Chikuzen and Omura 
Guarded the approaches to Nagasaki by lund and sea, On 
the 30th they were allowed to live on shore. In December 
a house was erected in Megasaki where 19 Russians (the 
Envoy aud his staff) aud the shipwrecked Japanese lived for 
17 days. People were not allowed to Jook at or associate with 
them. On sth March, 1805, seven Russians proceeded iu a 
boat from Megusaki to Ohata, and thence to visit the Governor 
at Tateyama yashiki. The roads through which they passed 
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were hung with curtains on each side to prevent the Ras- 
siaus seeing or being seen. ‘Che Governor informed them 
on the 6th, when they visited him again, that Holland, 
Koren, China and Loochoo were the ouly countries with 
which Japan had intercourse and that he could not receive 
their presents. Floss silk and rice were given them. 

On the 9th the Government received the shipwrecked 
Japanese, and on the 19th the ship left. 

The above notes will doubtless strike readers as being 
somewhat disjointed, but the confased mass from which I 
had to extract the information rendered this almost nnavoi- 
dable. Ona future occasion I hope to be able to supple- 
ment them by a more detailed account. I have endeavoured 
to put my gleanings into as readable, consecutive and con- 
densed a form as possible, and trust they may not be quite 
devoid of use or interest. 


List or AutHors ConsuLrep os Marscna Té’s 
CoMPILATIOX. 

Nagasaki Yawagusa. 

do. Shiké. 

do. Dzushi. 

do. dJikki. 

do. Riaku-yengi. 

do. Nikki. 

do. Go Y6 Kibuteu Shoku. 

do. Ki. 

do. Yengi Riaku. 

do. Yengi hiyéd. 

do. Nukigaki. 


do. Kagami. 
do. Kagami Hikaye. 
do. Shugai. 


do. Irai no Oboyegaki. 

do. no Shoki. 

do. Jitsu Roka. 

do. Shizoku Hen. 

do. Shichu Meisai Roku: 
Kiyo Riakki. 
Amakusa Seibatsu Ki. 
Koyei Kemmon Jikki. 
Takatani Uji Nen rai Ki. 
Seikoku Tsush6é Sambutsu Riakki 
Matsumai Sekijin Ikken Kikigaki. 
Araki Uji no Ki. 
Kwambun jiu sau ven America Sen uinko Nikki. 
Teuki Rei-o Ki. 
Hizen Fa -do-ki. 
Waji-ga. 
Sai-ran-i-gen. 
Tenshé Ki. 
Kwai-tsi Shé-k6. 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 





A general meeting of the Asiatic Society was held at the 
Shéheikuwan, Seidé, Tédkiy$, on Tuesday, March Sth, Dr. 
Divers, President, in the chair. It was announced that the 
Rev. W. C. Davison and General T. H. Van Buren had been 
elected members of the society. 

Professor Ewing made a short communication with reference 
to the earthquake which occurred at 12.20 p.m. on the day of 
the meeting, and exhibited a glass plate on which the horizontal 
movement of a point on the earth’s surface had been automati- 
cally registered during the shock. The earthquake had been 
unusually violent and prolonged. Some of the motions had 
an amplitude of more than half a centimeter, and they con- 
tinued, with considerable size, for at least two and a half min- 
utes. There was one feature about this earthquake record 
which was of special interest, and which had led him to bring it 
before the notice of the society. It was this, that now for the 
first time distinct evidence had been obtained that the direction 
in which a point on the earth's surface made its successive 
oscillations was by no means constant during the disturbance. 
At the beginning the motion was almoat wholly East and West, 
but little later a strong North and South component appeared, 
and during tho remainder of the shaking both components were 
present, but in exceedingly irregular proportions Mr. Ewing 
added that, being in the neighbourhood of the instrument when 
the disturbance began he had run to the spot and had reached 
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it in time to sce the later part of the earthquake in the act of 
Writing its record on the plate. He then observed that the two 
pointers (one giving E-W motion, the other N-S motion) were 
moving in a manner which would have been impossible had the 
successive oscillations of the ground been in one and the same 
straight line. Occasionally one pointer would almost come to 
rest, when the other was moving vigorously, and then a few 
seconds later the first would be again moving, when the other 
had nearly come to rest, and so on alternately. Thischange in 
the phase-relation of the two constituents of horizontal motion 
was probably due to the presence of a series of transverse waves 
following closely on the heels of the normal waves. Owing to the 
difference in the velocities of transmission of the normal and 
transverse vibrations, the former must have been the first to 
reach the point where the instrament stood. The posibility of 
existence of transverse waves in the soil of Tékiy$ had been 
questioned, but if this explanation of the two distinctly inde- 
pendent waves which had been seen was the true one, this 
record must be taken ns giving conclusive evidence not only that 
transverse waves existed, but that they had (in this case) 
amplitudes scarcely less than thoee of the normal waves. 
There was however another possible explanation, namely, 
that there were two or more distinct earthquakes going on at 
the same time and sending waves to the observing station from 
different points of the compass. This was more possible than 
it might at first sight seem to be, for there could be little doubt 
that in the any neighbourhood subject to frequent earthquakes 
there were, at most times, masses poised in a estate of critical 
equilibriom which the shaking of an earthquake might 
serve to destroy. From this point of view one earthquake 
might be the immediate cause of others, and we should then 
observe during the luter parts of the motion the very complicated 
vibrations which were the resultant of those due to the separate 
and nearly simultaneous disturbances, Which of these two 
explanations was tlie truce one could be decided only by the care- 
ful examination of many records of earthquakes, but in the mean- 
time the fact clearly proved by this observation, that there was 
something more than linear vibrations of constant direction 
present during an carthquake, seemed to the speaker to be a 
distinct step in our knowledge of seismic phenomena. The re- 
cord exhibited was full of intcrest in other ways, but the com- 
plete discussion of it would have to he reserved. There had 
been no time for the necessary measurements to be made, the 
earthquake having taken place only that afternoon. 

The President congratulated Mr. Ewing on the success which 
he continued to have in obtaining records of the motion during 
earthquakes. The hypothesis of two shocks in different places, 
one induced by the other, was by no means unreasonable: at 
the same time he thought the presence of a transverse wave 
afforded a more probable explanation of the interesting fact 
observed by Mr. Ewing. 

The corresponding secretary, in the absence of the author, 
read a “ Note on the Coleopterous Genus Damaster,” by George 
Lewis, Esq. 

The Revd. W. B. Wright read a translation of part of an old 
M. 8. work by Arai Haku Seki,a famous man in the beginning of 
the last century. This professed to give an account of the capture, 
examination and captivity until death of Pére Johan Battesta 
Sidotti, a native of Palermo, who was sent in the commence- 
ment of the 18th century by the Pope to try and gain entrance 
into Japan. It details how he heard from the Government that 
this person had been ctught in the island of Yakushimn, south 
of Satsuma, to which he had come by ship from Luxon. He was 
conveved up to Kagoshima and thence to Nagasaki, where he 
had * interview with the Dutch and then was despatched to 
Yedo, He arrived at Yedo in the year 1709, and was at once 
jmprisoned in the Kirishtan Yashiki at Koishikawa, when this 
author was requested by the Government to attend and assist 
in his exatrination. The paper mentioned the appearance, and 
the leaming of the Italian Missionary, and also the humility 
displayed by him. fle was the means of converting two fellow 
prisoners, an old man and his wife, who had formerly been 
secretly fanglt the Christian religion by a supposed apostate, 
-yants Chey had teen. ‘hey confessed their faith to the 


whose ser A : 
Kirisitau Comunissioners aud were imprivoned separately. 
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Finally the old man and the missionary died iu September, 
1715. A future paper will coutain the questions, and replies 
made by Sidotti in the course of his examination bearing on 
himself, bis religion and the state of foreign countries generally, 

Mr. Satow thought it would be interesting to the Members 
of the Society to know that there existed an account of the 
voyage of the Abbé Sidotti in the Spanish language, entitled 
“ Relacion del viage que higo el Abad D. Juan Baptista Sidoti, 
desde Manila al Japon, embiado por el Papa Clemente XI.” 
1717, which had also been trauslated into Italian and pub- 
lished in Rome ia in 1718. There was also an account 
in the 7th volume of Carlevoix’ “ Histoire et Description du 
Japon,” which concluded with the statement that he met with 
a violent death, but this was clearly disproved by Arai Haku. 
seki’s narrative. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


“Loxpon, 14th March, 1881. 


Russia.—A bomb was exploded under the Czar’s car- 

riage. The Emperor is dead. 
Lonpon, 18th March, 1881, 

Numerous arrests have been made under the Coercive 
Bill. 

The British Government defer taking part in the Bi- 
Metallic conference until the terms of invitation are modi- 
fied. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


(The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 

ited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Choya Shinbun says:—All old documents Mo. which 
passed between the former government (Bakufu) and that of 
Loochoo, have recently been sought for iu the Legislative 
Section in the Dajjo-kiwan. This is said to be in connection 
with the Loochoo question. 

The Lochi Shinbun writes as follows :—The Kongokwaa, with 
Mr. Shishido, the Envoy Extraordinary and Miuister Pleni- 
pototentiary China, on board, was expected to arrive at 
Yokohama on the 12th instant, and therefore His Excellency 
Admiral Enomoto, Minister of the Naval Departinent, Mr. Tei, 
one of the Assistant Chief Secretaries of Foreign Affairs, and 
several other officials went thither to receive the M{inister. 
Owing, however, to bad weather she was obliged to pat into 
the port of Shimidzu. There being no telegraph office nearer 
than three ri, the uews of her having takeu refuge was delayed. 
When the gale ceased, she resumed her voyage, and arrived 
safely at Yokuhaina on the 12th inst, at 9.380 p.m. The Minister 
and Mr. Miyamoto, one of the Chief Secretaries of the Foreign 
Department landed, in a steam launch, at the Admiralty office, 
and passed the nightin the Fukki-ro restaurant. The party 
arrived at the Shinagawa station at 9.30 a.m. the next morning. 
The Akebono Shinbun states that the Minister went to the 
private residence of His Excellency Ito, Privy Councillor, st 
Enokizaka, and, after a short interval, proceeded to the 
{Imperial Palace, where he was received in audience by His 
Majesty the Emperor, to whom he explained the state of affairs 
in China. | 





The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states, with reference to the recall 
of Mr. Shishidov from Peking, that among many varied 
rumours it is said that the actual state of the negutiations on the 
Loochoo question remains nearly the same as before, though 
differing in some respects from the lines of the leading article 
in their isxue of the 8th February last. The Minister in 
his recent overland journey from Peking to Shanghai, ꝓa 
escorted by guards despatched by the respective local autho- 


( 
rities. In some localities these guards carried old muskets 


bows and arrows, long spears etc.: there was no —— 
aud in fact the whole escort could be compared to nothing © 
than a straggling flock of sheep. 
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Tho Luchi Shinbun publishes a rumour, thut His Excellency 
Admiral Enomoto, Minister of the Navy Department, has 
tendered his resignation, owing to the Government having 
rejected a memorial he banded them recently. 

The Mainicht Shinbun writes us follows :—Soon after the 
news of the death of the Russian Emperor was reported His 
Majesty the Emperor sent Mr. Saujonishi, one of the Imperial 
Chamberlains, to the Russian Legation on a visit of condolence. 
His Majesty, being, it is supposed, too deeply sorrowful to feel 
at ease sent His Imperial Highness Field Marshal Prince 
Arisugawa-no-Miya, to the Legation on the 15th instant, as his 
representative, to express his deepest sympathy. The Russian 
Minister was, wo hear, deeply grateful for the Emperor's 
kindness, an account of .which he telegraphed home. 

The Huchi Shinbun states that it is said to have been reported 
to the authorities that the Czarewitch publicly asceuded the 
throne on the 13th inst. the same day as thaton which the late 
Emperor died, and declared himself to be Emperor under the 
title of Alexander the 3rd; also that the state of things in 
Rosia is peaceful. 

The same paper announces that it has been reported to the 
Government that in August or September next, one of the 
Austrian princes will visit Japan. : 

We learn from the same source that in connection with the 
proposed construction of the Imperial Palace there is an cx- 
traordinary press of business in the Public Works Depart- 
ment, so that the officials are in attendance every day to a later 
hour than usual. 

The Afainicht Shinbun writes as follows :—Their Excellencies 
Ito, Inouye, Yamada, Privy Councillors, and Mr. Shishido, 
Minister for China, met at the private residence of His Excel- 
lency Iwakura, Assistant Prime Minister, on the 17th inst. at 
9am. Owing to this meeting the Assistant Prime Minister 
did not attend the Cabinet that day. His Excellency Saujo, 
the Prime Minister, went to the meeting soon after his retarn 
from the Cabinet, and took part in the consultation, which is 
said to have been connected with China affairs. 

The same paper announces that His Excellency Iwakura, 
Amistant Prime Minister, accompanied by General Yamagata, 
visited the Russian Legation on the 16th inst. and bad an 
interview with the Russian Minister. 

We learn from a native paper that Mr. Nomura, governor of 
Kanagawa ken, visited the Russian man-of-war Afinin, on the 
17th instant. Also that this vessel will shortly leave Yoko- 
hama. 

The Hochi Shinbun publishes a rumour that the wife of Mr. 
Shishido,. Minister for Chiua, will return from China next 
month, aud that the Minister will uot go back to his post. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes as follows :—His Majesty the 
King of Hawaii went, as we stated was his intention, to the 
Akasaka palace on the 11th inst. at 2 p.m. where he had an 
interview with His Majesty the Emperor. Refreshments were 
partaken of, and a conversation ensued on the political adminis- 
tration of Japan and Hawaii. The King left at about three 
o'clock. He was to have visited the national exhibition again 
that morning, but the visit was postponed owing to the 
inclemency of the weather. The King studies his people 
greatly, and has long paid attention to sauitary affairs. 
He has established a lazarctte on the island of Molokai, under 
Proper official superintendence. ‘The paticnts all receive 
medical treatment and are also engayed in such employment 
as they are acquainted with. They thus can be cured of their 
diseuse, while at the same time they can earn a livelihood. 
The Kihai Biyvoin (Leprosy Hospital) at Tokio, sent a present of 
a quantity of medicines used in curing leprosy to Hawaii, 
through the Japanese consul in that country, in November 1879. 
Availiug himself of the visit uf the King, Mr. Goto Shobun, 
the President of the said hospital, sent his son, Shochku, to the 
Enrivkiran on the 9th inst. to inquire whether these had 
Proved efficacious or not. ‘rhe son had an interview with 
Colonel Armstrong, the Chief Comuinissiouer of Colonial 
Affairs of Hawaii, after which His Majesty received him in 
audience, and thanked him for the presont. He put many 
GWestions as to the origin of leprosy, tho methods of curing it, 

» to which his interviewer gave minute answers and present- 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 311 





ed a pamphlet, written in Englisb, containing explanations 
about this disease. His Majesty read it through, and expres- 
sed much pleasure with it saying that should he ever visit 
Hawaii, he (the King) would be glad to extend him every 
possible assistance during his stay. 

The Hochi Shinbun writes as follows :—On the 12th at 10a.m. 
His Majesty the King of Hawaii left the Exriokwan for the 
Paper Mill at Oji. He was attended by Messrs. Hachisuka 
aud Daté, in his carriage, and escorted by Colonels Jadd 
and Armstrong, Their Excellencies Sano, Minister of Finance, 
Hijikata, Assistant Vice Minister of the Imperial Household, 
and several other Japanese officials. His Majesty arrived at 
the mill at 11.10 a.m. and was received by His Imperial High- 
ness Higashi Fushimi no Miya, and several officials of the 
Foreign Affairs, who awaited him. After a short rest he 
inspected all the machinery and buildings, and visited the 
workshops of the Seishi Kwaisha (Paper factory) in the 
afternoon. On his way back he called at the country seat of 
Mr. Shibusawa at Asukayama, where a dinner was given. His 
Majesty returned to his residence at little after sunset. As he 
is to leave on the 16th inst. it is said that he proceeded to the 
Imperial Palace on the 14th inst. at noou to bid farewell, The 
Daijin and Sangi will, we hear, give an entertainment to His 
Majesty in the Enrriokwan on the 15th inst., when there will be 
an exhibition of fireworks. 

The Vainichi Shinbun contains the following :—It is said that 
His Majesty the Emperor went to the Enriokwan on the 15th 
inst. to bid farewell to His Majesty the King of Hawaii, who 
is to leave here shortly, As we formerly stated, His Majesty 
the King of Hawaii went tothe Palace at J p.m. on the 14th 
inst. and had au interview with His Majesty the Emperor in a 
private apartment, when the Emperor personally presented the 
highest Japanese Order to the King, and the Second Order to 
the Minister of the Royal Household Department, and the 
Chief Commissioner of Colonial Affairs of Hawaii. Afterwards 
au entertainment took place, at which all the Princes of the 
Blood, and the Dajjin, and Sangi were present. Her Majesty 
the Empress appeared at the banquet, and had an interview 
with the King. Miss Inouye, daughter of the Minister of the 
Foreign Department, attended and acted;as the interpreter for 
the Empress. On the previous day (the 13th), the King was 
invited by His Imperial Highness Higashi Fushimi-no-miya, 
Messrs. Daté, Hachisuka, and some other officials specially 
appointed to entertain the Royal visitor, to the Aſomiji- 
Kwan (the Tokio Club) at Shiba, and an entertainment was 
given in the Japanese style. His Majesty the King appeared 
at the banquet, as we are informed, in Japanese dress, and 
the Né and several other Japanese dances were performed. 

His Majesty King Kalakaua left Yokohama on the 16th inst, 
by the M.B.M.S.S. Tokio Maru. The King, accompanied by 
H. L H. Higashi Fushimi-no-miya, H. E. Ito, the Minister of 
the Home Department, Messrs. Daté and Hachisuka 
and Colonels Judd and Armstrong, reached Yokohama by 
special train, at 2 p.m. Qu their arrival the King and the 
staff,—who all wore the decorations of the order of the Rising 
Suu, conferred upon them by the Emperor—were conveyed 
in carriages belonging to the Imperial Household Department 
to the Eastern Admiralty Office, where His Majesty was 
received by Admiral Nakamuda, Port Admiral, the captains of 
the men-of-war in harbour, aud a guard of honour composed 
of biue-juckets. After'a short rest the Royal party embarked 
in n state barge, and were towed to the Tokio Afarn by one of 
the Admiralty steam launches. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

A native paper says that a man-of-war is to be shortly 
despatched to Corea on a surveying cruise, and that five 
Lieutenants were ordered to embark on her yesterday. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that as the language of the 
inhabitants of the island of Oshima, belonging to the province 
of Hiuga in the prefecture o€ Kagoshima, differs from that of 
the mainland, and owing to other inconveniences, thene people 
have always Leen exempted from military service. It has, 
however, lately been decided to abolish this privilege and they 
will be liable to serve just as the other members of the Empire. 


312 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[March 19, 1881. 





— — — — — 


Tho same paper states that the Regulations for the Gen- 
darmes were issued hy the Daijokican on the 12th inst. 

We learn from a another paper that the first meeting for the 
Spring season will be held at the rifle range at Shirokane-dai- 
machi, belonging to the Naval Department, on the 23rd inst. 

A vernacular paper says that great activity is displayed on 
board the various Japanese men-of-war in harbourand at 
Yokosuka. The men are exercised at quarters every day. 

The Choya Shinbun states that the Mabuchi leather factory 
has lately received an order for the manufacture of 25,000 
knapeacks from the War Department, and that therefore 

a considerable quantity of hides have been imported from Corea 
INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A native paper contains the following:—In the prefecture 
of Niigata small poper money and copper coins are both eo 
extraordinarily scarce that in the town of Nagaoka the mer- 
chants are obliged to use postage stamps, post cards, revenue 
stampe, matches, envelopes, chopsticks, wooden spoons &c. as 
change. In consequence of this 10,000 yen in 10 and 20 sen 
sateu were sent by the authorities to this prefecture last 
month. 

We learn from the snme source that lately all the leading 
district officials in the Hokkaido held meetings at Hakodate to 
deliberate upon the qnestion whether any inconvenience 
would be caused by revising the present tax regulations, 
with the view of making their collection similar to that of the 
cities and prefectures in tho mainlaud. 

A native paper states that a Mr. Koyeda Hamajiro proposes 
to fill up the Jake in Kashiwabara-mura, Sunto-gori, Shidzuoka 
prefecture, and to convert it into cultivated land. It is said 
that should the scheme be carried out an annual income of over 
30,000 Loku may be expected from it. 

The Loché Shinbun states :—In Kobe the foreign merchants 
seem to be much inclined to purchase tea, and consequently 
the market ia very active. Comparing the present price with 
that of n month ago, superior grades have advanced ten yen, and 
medium and oommon six orsevon. Should the present state of 
affairs continue, the market will become still more active when 
the new season's teas begin to arrive. Mushroomsand dried cut- 
tle fish are scarce ; the demand is large and consequently prices 
advance daily. Superior mushrooms are quoted at 80 yen 
per picul, and dricd cuttle fish at 30 yen. 

The following are the arrivals and exports of silk at Yoko- 
hama since January last :—6,955 bales arrived, of which 6,627 
were sent to the foreign firms. 4,740 of these were purcliased 
and the balance, 1,787, rejected. In January the exports were 
8,313 bales, aud iu February 2,187 bales. 

We learn from another paper that it is said to have been 
decided by the government that the proposed railway between 
‘ Tokio and Mayebashi, in accordauce with representations 
made by the governors of the prefecture of Gumba and Sai- 
tama, will be constructed by the people at their own expense. 

The Bukka Shinpo writes as follows :—In Yokohama, owing 
to unfavorablenews from Awerica, tea is quoted by foreign- 
ers at low prices, and the market is comparatively inactive ; 
holders however are firm, aud are waiting for favourable offers 
In silk a fair business continues, and deliveries are taken every 
day. Coal has Lecome scarcer and scarcer, the only stocks being 
Takashima coal and coal dust. Prices are quoted at 95 yen per 
10,000 catties for the latter, and 102 or 103 yen for the former. 
The nominal price of Karaten coal is 92 or 93 yen. On 
Saturday lust Kinxatzu opened in the Bourse at 174.8. 
Their lowest point was 174.65. In the afternoon they ranged 
from 175.01 to 175.05, at which quotations 414.000 yen were 
transacted. 

A native journal writes:—We announced formerly that 
the old copper one ria coins are very actively purchased, and 
that consequently their price has gone up so much that at 
present one yen's worth of them eqnals 1.35 yen of paper. It 
is said that in China these coius now circulate at a value of two 
rin (i.e. 20 mun), and therefore we nuticipate a farther advance 
in their price. 

It is stated in the same paper that in the Government 
Printing Office about one million yen in two yon, and 50 seu 
sateu, are printed daily, to replace those now in circulation. 
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The Mainichi Shinbun informs us that during February the 
outturn of the Osaka Mint was as follows :—Gold 77,745 yen, 
Silver 296,724, Copper 60,784.69 yen; total 465,253.69 yen, 
The sulphuric acid manufactured in the Mint this month 
amounted to 28,956 pounds. 

We read in the Bukka Shinpo that during last year the total 
amount of coal which came to the capital from different parts 
were as follows :—Karatsu 31,051,000 catties ; Taku 4,700,000. 
Chikuzen 500,000; Niigu 600,000; Shiromidzu 450,000 ; Isuhara 
200,000 ; total 37,501,000 catties. 

The same paper writes as follows :—The tunnel through the 
Toneyama mountain, situated between Tsuruga and Hikita, both 
in the province of Echizen, is reported to have been completed. 
Notwithstanding that the tannel is over 500 ken (1,000 yards) in 
length, it has been completed much sooner than was expected, 
The rails temporarily laid down for about seven English miles 
westward of Tsuruga, for carrying down the necessary material 
for the construction of the main railway, have been lent to the 
people since the 17th of February last, to transport their own 
goods. Thisis a great convenience, and is geuerally appreciated. 
When the railway between Kobe and Osaka was constructed 
some years ago, extraordinary expenses were entailed, owing to 
inexperience, &c.: calculating all the expenses in proportion to 
the length of the line, we find that one inch of the railway ovst 
about 2.70 yen. For the railway at Tsuruga, ‘however, the ex- 
expenses were much less, owing partly to Japanese being better 
acquainted with the work, but principally to the non-employ- 
ment of any. foreigners. It is said that the cost is 20 per cent 
less than that of the Kobe-Osaka railway. Such a state of 
things tends to show how the public industries of our country 
have improved. 

A native paper says that in Kobe, toth bar and crude copper 
are in good demand for China, bat that as stocks are scarce 
not much is done. Imports are dull. Foreign merchants are 
offering to sell at low rates, and the market has consequently 
declined. The fall is most apjerent in hardware, iron, 
glass, and other minor wares. Foreign cotton yarn sod 

kerosine oil are advancing steadily. 

A native journal states that the-iron works at Kobe are to 
be enlarged in order to facilitate the making of iron rails, and 
thus obviate the necessity of importing them from abroad. 

The same paper states:—In the Yokohama Bouree paper 
seems weak and is falling more and more. On the 15th instant 
the market opened at 175.4; the highest quotation was 
176.3, and the lowest 176.1. The quotations of paper against 
other specie have fallen as follows :—191.80 for 100 new gold 
coin ; 205 for Niboos; 225.60 for Ichiboos ; 247:50 for Sakura; 
109 50 for Jeshéu, and 149.10 for new subsidiary silver coins. 

The Aſaijun Shinshi contains the following Yokohama market 
report :—‘T'ea is very scarce at present, but emall transactions 
are still reported. No great change has occurred in prices 
since our previous notice of the 5th inatant, but owing, it is 
supposed, to this waut of stocks superior grades are in propor- 
tion rather more active than commun, prices ranging from $35 
to $36 per picul for superior, and from $6 to $7 for lowest 
grades. The fullowing are the latest quotations :— 


Yamashiro, Superior ........ Sckeededssbansecsys to 36 
9 7 Medium en ee rT) 26 

9 UnfOFOF s cessesosecccsccceccceccene, 16 4° 17 
Suruga, Superior ............... — .. 27 ,, 28 
” Medium Ceccce ccccce See Cecccccccce eccceee 20 ”? 15 
yy Tnferior  .............. Sea candbecaten wwe 14-7 — 
Seishiu, Superior ............ saesedequbacvetnsastar 24 sac 20 
» Medium ........ cece —— 21 ,, 22 
_» Unferior  ..........cccccccees — 15 ,, 16 
Shimo-osa Superior ...............00.. — 22 , 23 
es Medium ..........ccccccccccece secscee 14 = 4, 15 
Enshiu, Superior ...........000. — socsee 20 gg 24 
nm» Medium ....... — 2A: aps ee 

fe PADEQTIOR® s5ecen-cecscccisaccesseseeeccas . 14 ~,, 15 


Siuce the 19th February last up to the 8th inst. arrivals were 
only 3,416 chests, aud at present atocks are only about 450,000 
or 460,000 catties ; merchants therefore are waiting for the 
arrivals of the new season’s tea. Silk is firmer every day and 
sales were at first tolerably good, but on the 10th of the 
month the market became comparatively stagnant, and sales 
greally diminished. However, as stocks are scarce aud arrivals 
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amall, the activity of the market tvas quickly restored. Shirt-| Takasaki and Mayebashi Police Stations are at once to be 


ings are dall. No appreciable change has occurred in sugar, but 
Japanese superior grades are in fair demand, and the market is 
§rm. Foreign trade has slightly become favourable towards 
natives. Since the 19th up to the 28th Fobruary last, exports 
were in excess of imports by 400,000 you, and since the Ist to 
the 14th iust. by about 150,000 or 160,000 yen ; in consequence 
circulation has become smoother, the ordinary daily interest 
being. $ per cent., and for loans on security } per ceut per an- 
nom. The following is a table of imports and exports at 
Yokohama during the last ten days :— 








Date. Im Exports. Difference. 
March 1st......§ 31,500.00 —X $121,071.00......Inc. S 89,571.00 
” Qnd ecose 1,000.00...... 160.38 eoccee Ty 31,160.38 
» 98rd... 91,000.00...... 42,139.00......Dec. 48,811.00 
» 4th. 65,833.00...... 105,443.78......Inc. 39,610.78 
» Oth... 55,000.00...... 17,998.41......Dec. 32,001.59 

» Oth... none. 

» ith... 30,000.00...... 86,757.05...... Inc. 56,757.05 
pn BC eee 64,799.75...... 30,137.86......Dec. 34,662.39 
» Sth..... 78,909.72...... 86,177.31......Inc. 7,267.59 
» 10th..... 62,000.00..... 57,023.30......Dec. 4,976.70. 
a Iuc. 224,366.81 
Total eeececeeseo §30,042.47...... 628,907.60... Dec. 125,501.68 
Excess of Exports over Imports ...... $98,865.12 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mainichi Shinbun states that with a view to the con- 
venience of visitors, the office for affairs connected with 
the Exhibition bas lately compiled a pamphlet eutitled ‘Guide 
to the Seoond National, Exhibition” which contains plans and 
descriptions of the buildings, exhibits, and a general view of 
the garden of the Exhibition. Ina the supplement much usefal 
information is given about all places connected with agricul- 
tural, industrial, and other beneficial scientific affairs in the 
Capital and neighbourhoods. Tickets for admittance to all of 
these places are to be issued from the office of the Tokio Fu 
committee, in the Exhibition, and the pamphlet is sold by the 
Seishibunsha at Kabuto-cho, Tokio, and ita branches. _ 

We are sorry to learn from the Nichi Nichi Shinbua that 
thieves are doing very well at the Exhibition, many of the ex- 
hibits having been stolen. Strict watch has resulted in the 
detection of two men. It transpired in the course of their 
examination that their plan was to enter the Exhibition just 
before ite close and to remain inside all night, layiug hands on 
everything they could, and passing it over the walls of the gar- 
den to confederates stationed ready to receive the plunder. 
They would leave shortly after the gates opened in the morn- 
ing. One of them actually possessed an exhibitor’s ticket, in 
consequence of which all these tickets are to be changed. © 

The earthquake on the 8th instant broke a great number of 
Windows in the buildings Nos. I and II. 


We learn fram a native journal that on the 12th ult, at 11: 


P-m., a fire broke out at Nakamachi, Miyakojo, in the prefecture 
of Kagoshima. Favoured by astrong wind the flames spread 
rapidly, and one hundred and five houses were consumed. 
This town has, until now, been exceptionally fortunate in its 
immunity from fires, the last time it suffered being, it is said, 
no lees than one hundred and five years ago. 

Another paper says that the wife of the late Japanese 
Minister at Paris returned to the Capital ou the afternoon of the 
}ith inst. As her residence at Toriizaka, Azabu, has been 
tented by a foreign employé of the Naval Department until 
the 4th of the next month, she has engaged a residence at Mi- 
kawa-daimachi, belonging to the Naval Department, where a 
Grand funeral ceremony over the remains of her late husband 
Will be performed. 

The Hochi Shinbun atates that a report received from the pre- 
fecture of Gumba, dated the 12th instant, states that the rioters 
had not yet dispersed aud that therefors the Chief Secretary 
of the local Government visited the place und endeavored to 
quell them, but in vain. It is considered probable that they 
Will march to the Kencko and display force, and consequently 
every possible preparations for defence arc made in the 
Government office, and also in the Takasuki police station. It 
ls decided that should they approach, all the police in the 
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despatched to stop them. 

It is reported in the same paper that a steamboat plying 
between the Riogoku bridge, Tokio, and Matsudo, named the 
Nagatomi Maru, sauk in the Matsudo river on the 8th inst. at 
8 p.m., having struck on an unknown shoal. Fortunately there 
was no loss of life, all the passengers being taken off by boats 
sent frum both sides of the river. 

A native paper states that with the view to promote long- 
evity, a series of inquiries las been instituted into the early 
life, habita, and morals of ull Japanese who unre over ninety 
years of age. 

According to a native paper the visitors to the Exhibition 
were on the 6th (Sunday) 2,065, the 7th 3,081, the 8th 2,567 
the 9th 2,278, the 10th 624, the 11th 1,290, the 12th (Saturday) 
5,994 ; total during the week 20,999. 

The Nicht Nichi Shinbun states that several cases of virulent 
fever have appeared in Tukiyu. It is said to have originated iu 
the Ichigaya gaol, many prisoners having suffered, and therefore 
the district officials are adopting preventitive measures. The 
same epidemic ig said to be prevalent in the prisons at Hiogo 
and Sakai. 

We learn from a vernacular paper that with a view to the 
convenience of visitors to the Kioto Exhibition, three hundred 
tickets are issued daily at reduced rates for the railway between 
Kioto and Kobe. 

The Afainichs Shinbun contains the following report :—On the 
morning of the 4th instant a vessel named the Waraku- 
Maru, plying between Osaka and Hiogo, was off Ajikawa, 
when eleven ocorpees floating on the surface 
of water. All the seamen and passengers on board were 
greatly astonished to see so many bodies at one time, and 
therefore they attempted to put back to Ajikawa to report the 
matter, but there being a strong easterly wind blowing they 
could not manage it. They put in therefore at Isobe, Amaga- 
saki, and reported it to the fishermen there. The fishermen 
went off in a fishing boat and after a short time came 
back with their boat filled with the bodies, and a report was 
made to the nearest police station. On enquiries having been 
made, it was found that they were the remains of some 
former vassals of the Ama //ax, wxwed Amaki, and Katsu-ura, 
and and their families, who in cunsequence of the recent rise in 
the price of rice were reduced to starvation, and therefore 
badcommitted suicide by drowning. What a terrible state 
of things is this! 

The same ives a report from Gomba prefecture, dated 
15th inst., which ie :—** As the farmers assembled in the 
Kongoji temple at Fukushima-mura obstinately refused to be 
dis two hundred police inspectors, and policemen were 
despatched by order of the local Government, from the Taka- 
saki police station, against the headquarters of the riotors on 
the 15th inst. All the farmers had then dispersed, but when 
the police arrested the eldest son of one of the ringleaders, 
about 80 of them, armed with bamboo spears, reaping-hooks, 
ete., and striking gongs, ap to prevent the police 
taking him. A short struggle ensued, but the rioters ran 
away as soon as one of them had been slightly wounded 
in the hand by a policeman. The force despatched then 
retired to the residence of the Kocko (chief officer) in the 
village Nakaidsumi. ees 

A native paper says that the examination of the cocoons, 
cartons, tea &c., now on view in the National Exhibition, com- 
menced yesterday, the 17th iust. : 

The same paper states that Rear-Admiral Stackelberg and 
eleven officers arrived at Nagoya, Aichi prefecture, on the 13th 
inst, where they visited the garrison, workshops, factories, and 
the Cloisonné Company's buildings. The party was afterwards 
entertained in the Aluseum by the local officials. 





IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Kioto, Kone axp Ootsv SEcrTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
13th March, 1881. 








Passengers, parcels, Kc. ...........seceseseee Yen 15,279.14 
Merchandise, &C. ...........cccescececesescees » —«- 2,238.95 
F Yen 17,518.09 

Miles opeu 58. 
oe week last — 14,558.54 

Passengers, parcels, KC. ........-ssesesceeeee eu , 

Merchandise, e » 1,747.58 
Tet Yen 16,281.07 

Miles open 55. 
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Kioro Kose axp Oorsu SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
10th March, 1881. 





Passengers, parcels, KC, .................. Yen 16,084.90 
Merchandise, Kc, ............................. »» 2,526.59 
Total.........06 Yen 18,611.49 


Miles open 58. 
Corresponding week last year. 





Passengers, parcels, &C. ..........sseeeeeee + Yen 9,783.74 
Merchandise, &6. ..........ccccccccccscscseeene » 1,498.84 
Total........000. Yen 11,282.58 


Miles open 55. 





LAW REPORTS. 





IN THE U. S. CONSULAR-GENERAL COURT. 


Before Tuos. B. Van,Buren, Exq., Consul-General, Judge. 
Mesers. P. Hussey aud G. FaRLET dr., Assessors, 


Monday, March 14th, 1881. 
Tae Mitsu Biso1 Main Steam Sap Company, 
Versus 


Tse Paciric Matz Steam Sare Company. 
JUDGMENT. 


This action was brought to recover the sum of $5,000.00, 
with iuterest at ten (10 o/o) per cent. per annum from the 
14th January, 1877, alleged to be due, by the Defendant 
Company, for the carrying by the Plaintiff Company on 
the steamship Nevada, of the United States Mails, from 
Shanghai to Yokohama at or about above date. 

The petition alleges that a certain agreement was 
entered into between the parties on the 16th day of October, 
1875, by which the Defendant Company conveyed to the 
Plaintiff Company certain steam-ships, then the property 
of the former, and, that in said agreement it was provided 
as follows :—“ The said Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company 
agree to grant and let to hire unto the Mitsu Bishi Mail 
Steam Ship Company the good steam-ship or vessel called 
the Nevada of New York, of about two thousand one 
hundred and forty-six tons weasurement, and the said 
Miteu Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company hereby hires the snid 
vessel with her tackle and appurtenances, as she now stands, 
for the term of fifteen months from the first day of October 
current, the charier money for the said steamer Nevada for 
the term above mentioned being included in the amount 
mentioned iu Article I. hereof—the said Mitsu Bishi Mail 
Steam Ship Company to provide for the said steam-ship 
(and for any other steam-ship that shall be substituted for 
her by the said Mitsu Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company as 
hereafter provided), the master, engineers, officers and crew, 
and to pay the wages of the same and all other expenses 
necessary for the maintenance and running of the said 
steam-ship out of their own moneys, and the said Miteu 
Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company agree to run the said 
— (or any other steam-ship that shall be substituted 
for her by the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company as 
hereafter provided) during the said period of fifteen mouths, 
from the first day of October current, exclusively between 
Yokohama aud Shanghai and intermediate ports, and to 
carry once a month to Shanghai and intermediate ports, 
and once a month from Shanghai and intermediate ports, 
on the said steam-ship, all and every the Mails which the 
said Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company is now bound to 
carry by its agreement with the United States Government, 
at the times aud between the places stipulated in the said 
contract between the said Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company 
and the United States Govorument, and it is agreed and 
declared that the snid steam-ship Nerada shall be at the 
risk of the said Mitsu Bishi Mail Steam Ship Company, 
~ who shall be responsible as owners for any claim or 
claims for which the owner or owners of the suid stenm-ship 
would be liable, and shall relieve the snid Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company of all and every claims which may 
hereafter arisc in reference to the said steain-ship, or in- 
demnify them against all loss they may sustain arising out 
of any claims brought against the said Pacific Mail Steam- 
Ship Company in connection therewith, after the said steam- 
ship has been chartered to the Mitsu Bishi Mail Steam Ship 
Company as aforesaid; aud in case the said steam-ship 
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Nevada shall be lost before the expiration of the said term 
of fifteen months from the first of October current, the said 
Mitsu Bishi Muil Steam Ship Company will at their own 
expense, provide another steam-ship under the United 
States flag for the proper carrying on the said service for 
the remaining portion of the said term of fifteen months 
from the first of October current.” 

The petition further alleges that the plaintiff Company 
fulfilled all their obligations under the clause of the agree- 
ment referred to, and that after the expiration of fifteen 
months from the Ist day of October, 1875, to wit, after the 
Slst of December, 1876, all obligation on the part of said 
company as to carrying mails between Shanghai and Yoko- 
hama having censed, the Plaintiff Company did carry a mail 
from Shanghai to Yokohama for and on behalf of the De- 
fendant Company, aud in order to carry said wail was de- 
layed in Shanghai for four days, to wit, from the 10th to 
the 14th of January, 1877, aud thereby put to great ex- 
pense; and in a correspondence set out in tho petition, be- 
tween the counsel for the plaintiff Company and the agent 
of the Defendant Company, the former claimed $5,000.00 
as the amount which the plaintiff Company should receive 
for the service to be performed, viz the carrying the mal 
to the 14th of January, 1877 ; and this amount the plain- 
tiffs claim should therefore be the amount allowed them if 
it shall be decided that compensation is due them for said 
service. 

On the of the Defendants it is contended that the 
service to performed on the part of the Plaintiff Com- 
pany did not end with the year 1876, but only when all the 
mails provided to be carried by the Defendant Company, 
on their existing contract with the United States Govern- 
ment referred to in the agreement between the parties to 
the suit, as set forth in the petition, should be fully carried 
according to the terms of said agreement. 


The learned counsel for the defence insists that the clause 
referred to, although spoken of as a charter iu ite own 
language, is iu no proper sense a charter, but an agreement 
to perform a certain service on the part of the Plaintiff 
Company, and that the particular service to be performed 
is described in the agreement referred fo ‘between the De- 
fendaut Company, and the Government of the United 
States, and included the carriage of the mail which forms 
the subject of this action. He also contends that if it shall 
be coualuded that the particular service referred to is to be 
paid for by the Defeudant Company, the amount claimed in 
the petition is extravagant, and unwarranted by the cha- 
racter and amount of the sail service. 

The issue thus made as to the true interest and mean- 
ing of clause No. 3 in the agreement between the parties 
thereto, set forth in the complaint and above quoted, render- 
ed it necessary ia the opinion of the Court, to receive parole 
evidence as to the understanding of both parties at and 
about the time of the execution of said agreement, as to 
when the service agreed to be performed iu said 3rd clause 
was to be considered finally termiuated,—whether at the end 
of 1876, or at such time as the last mail should be carried 
provided by the contract between the Defendant Company 
and the United States Government,—whatever sach time 
should be. Accordingly Mr. Robert W. Irwiu testified in 
open Court as to what took place between the parties at 
and about the time of executing the agreement, and the 
testimony of Mr. Ness, the counsel for both parties, and of 
Mr. Center, agent at the time of the Defendant Company 
was tuken by Commission. 4 

The testimony of Mr. Irwin discloses that he acted in 
conjunction with Mr. Center on the part of the Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company in effecting the sale of the steam- 
ships Costa Rica, Oregonian, Golden Age, and Nevada, 
described in the agreement of the 16th of October, 1875, 
aud was present at all the important interviews between 
Mr. Center and those acting for the Mitsu Bishi Mail 
Steam Ship Company, which resulted in the execution of 
tho agreement of enle, and he swears that the distinct 
understanding of both parties and the instructions to Mr. 
Ness, who acted as counsel for both parties, was to the 
effect that the service to be rendered by the Plaintiff 
Company with the Nevada in carrying the United States 
Mails was to terminate on the 31st of December, 1876. 

Mr. Ness fully confirms these statements in his evidence 
taken by commission, and so does Mr, Iwasaki Iwanoske, 
General Manager, 
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Ar. Center testifies that the understanding was, that 
whatever obligations existed on the part of the Pacific 
Mail Company, by virtue of its agreement with the United 
States Government, were to be satisfied in full by the Mitsu 
Bishi Company and that the stexamship Nevada was not 
to be finally conveyed to the Mitsu Bishi Company until 
such obligations had been fulfilled. 

Were this question theu to depend simply upon the 
weight of evidence, it must be concluded that the particular 
service to be performed by the Plnintitf Company in the 
carriage of the mails ended nt that time mentioned in the 
contract, to wit, in fiftcen months from the lst of October 
1875, or on the 81st December, 1876. 

But I am not clear that I am driven for » correct inter- 
pretation of the contract to the testimony of these witnes- 
pes, or that the Court was correct in admitting parole 
evidence at all as to ita meaning. 

The contracts referred to are all in cvidence, and it seems 
to me, after a number of careful readings, and mature re- 
flection, that the time during which the steamship Nevada 
was to carry the mails under the American flag between 
Shanghai and Yokobama ended with the year 1876. I am 
with counsel for the defence in his contention that clause 
TIL of the agreement of 16th of October 1875 is in 
no proper sense a charter. The steamship Nevada was, 
according to the terms of the agreement sold by the de- 
feudant Company to the Plaintiff Company together with 
the other steamship named therein, The price of all four 
said steamships is fixed in said agreement at » lump sum, 
and the times and terms of payment provided which times 
and terms were not made dependent upon any thing there- 
after to be done by the Nevada. Outhe contrary in clause 
III. of the contract, whereiu the agreement on the part of 
the Plaintiff Company to render certain service to the de- 
fendant Company is mistakenly oamed a charter, it is de- 
clared that the “charter money is included” in the sum to 
be paid for the said four steamships. 

Upon the execution of the contract of the 16th of Oct- 
ober 1875, the Nevada became as absolutely the property 
ofthe Mitsu Bishi Company as did the other steamers 
named, aud she was delivered to said Company as absolute- 
ly as said other steamers. 

The Mitsu Bishi Company simply agreed to perform 
with said Nevada aservice for the Pacific Mail Steam- 
Ship Compnny, such service being to carry certain mails 
between Shanghai and Yokohama, and while so engaged 
to fly the American flag. The mails 80 to be carried by 
the Nevada were the mails provided to be carried by 
the Pacific Mail Steam-Ship Compauy iu its contract with 
the United States Government. 

As to the time when the obligations of the Pacific Mail 
Steam-Ship Company, in that respect, were to terminate 
according to said agreement with the United States 
Government, it is clear from the evidence that neither 
party had exact knowledge ; but, the ngeut of the Pacific 
Mail Company believing that the same euded on the 81st 
of December 1876, that time was finally accepted and 
agreed upon and entered in the contract as the time when 
the obligations to said mails on the part of the Miteu 
Bishi Company should cease. 

It will not be disputed that it was perfectly legal and 
proper for the Mitsu Bishi Company to fix a limit to the 
term of its agreement to carry said mails, whatever may 
have been the obligations of the Pacific Mail Steam-Ship 
Company to the United States Government, and this it 
seems to me to have done. ‘hat it may have been done in 
a clearer and more decisive form I concede, Lut still in my 
Judgment it is “so nominated in the bond.” 

The Defendant Company could have produced the agree- 
ment with the United States had it beeu so disposed, but 
not so doing it seems to me it must be bound by the time 
uamed by its agent in the agreement, and accepted by the 
other party. 

This being so, it is perhnps unnecessary to pause upon the 
terms of the Contract between the United States Govern- 
ment and the Defendant Company, but Iam clear that a 
fair construction of that instrumont shows that the obliga- 
gations of the Pucific Mail Steam-Ship Company there- 
under did in fact terminate on the 31st of December, 1876, 
the term therein being “ten years from the Ist of January 
1867,” within which time the said Pacific Mail Steam-Ship 

wpavy, was (o make “ twelve round trips per annum.” 
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If the Pacific Mail Steam-Ship Company, did net, within 
said ten years mnke her “twelve round trips per annum ” 
as provided, she violated her agreement, but she nowhere 
bound herself to carry the mailx after the Ist of January 
1867, or from the day “the first stenmehip of the line 
departed with the mails from San Francisco” as printed 
in the agreement. ‘Theevidence shows that the first of said 
line did leave San Frauciseo on the said Ist of January, 1867. 


Having thus determine! that the obligations of the 
Plaintiff Company to carry the mails referred to terminated 
on the 31st of December, 1876, the only question remaining 
is the amount of compensation to which said Company is 
entitled for the service set forth in the petition. 


The Agent of the Puacifie Mail Steam-Ship Company, 
assuming that the service referred to was covered hy the 
Agreement of October 16th, insisted upon the Nerada’s 
rewaining at Shanghai in order to receive the mail when 
ready and carrying the same to Yokohama. This I have 
said the Plaintiff Company was under no legal obligation to 
do, but having done so upon the demand oi the Defendants 
it is the duty of the latter to pay for the service which 
included the detention from the 10th to the 14th January. 


The fair charge for such detention is shown by the 
— to have been $500 per day or €2,000 for the four 

ayn. 

The amount to be paid for the carriage of the mails is a 
more difficult problem which a study of the evidence does 
not render clear. Upon this subject Mr. Bramsen, on the 
part of the Plaintiffs, testified that he considered a fair 
charge for conveying the American mail from Shanghai 
to Yokohama to be “between 4000 and 5000 dollars.” 
In cross-examination, however, he states “I am not an 
expert in such a matteras this. My whole experience is 
with the Plaintiff Company. It is impossible to estimate 
the value of the service in this case exactly. I am familiar 
witE the amounts received by the Company for the car- 
riage of mails.” 

Mr. Haswell says, “I am tho Acting General Agent of 
the O. & O. S. S. Co. Thave been in Japan about eleven 
years; always in the service of Steam Ship Companies. 
Am well acquainted with the steam-ship Nevada. Have 
been in steam-ship service carrvin. mails for fifteen years. 
It is generally considered that &5 a mite (one way) is a 
liberal compensation for carryiug the mails, auything uader 
that is a low compensation.” 


Mr. de Cimier says, “I am the Agent of the Mes- 
sageries, the French Steam Ship Company here ; have been 
in the company since 1860. I have been navigating 18 
years. I think $2.50 a wile is fair for carrying the mails 
between Shanghai and Yokohama. My company receives 
a subsidy for carrying the mails ; unsubsidized French 
vessela are paid hy the weight of the mails.” 


Mr. Rickett says, “Iam the Agent of the P. & O. S. 
S. Co. Have been connected with Steam Ship Companies 
since 1854. Have had iu that time to do wore or less 
with carriage of mails. Our steamers have carried mails; I have 
been in Japan 11} yearsand amacquaiuted with the route be- 
tween here nnd Shanghai : the distance in roand numbers is 
about 1200 miles. I think the fair value for carrying the 
mail by the Necada on that route is about $2.50 per 
nautical mile. I think unsubsidized British vessels are 
»aid for mails from Hongkong to Yokohama one cent per 
letter, and two cents per pound for printed matter.” ; 

Mr. Iwasaki says, ‘‘I think about $4 per nautical 
mile is x proper price for carrying mails from Shanghai to 
Yokobama. Our Company has a contract with the Go- 
vernment to carry mails to the Bonin Islands and pays us 
3,000 yen per trip. The distance there and back is about 
1,000 miles. No regular trips are required.” 

Mr. Harman, a witness on the part of the defendants, 
testifies to the amounts received by the Pacific Mail S. S. 
Company from the Japanese Government for the carriage 
of mails from this port to San Francisco between January 
Ist, 1875, and December 3lst 1879, from which it appears 
that the average paid per steamer for such carriage, from 
January Ist, 1875, to January Ist, 1878, was about 
149.60 yer; und from January Ist, 1878, to December 
$list, 1879, nbout 196.74 dollars, the distance to San 
Francisco being about 4,700 miles. The witness says 
“the amounts paid by the Japanese Government to our 
(the Pacitic Mail Steamer Ship) Company for carrying the 
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mail to San Francisco, were arrived at by the Japanese 
Postal Authorities, as stated in their letters.’’ 

Mr. Bryan says: “Iam the Director of Posts in the 
Japanese Postal Service. The Hong Kong Govern- 
ment pays $25.00 per steamer for carrying the mails to 
Yokohama and San Francisco. The compensation 
paid by the Japanese Government to the Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company for carryiug the mails was six cents 
per ounce for letters, and six ceuts per pound for other 
matter, up to lst January, 1880, the same as fixed by law in 
the United States for sea postnge. After the establish- 
ment of the Japanese Post Office here, the Japanese mails 
brought from Shanghai to here on the Nevada were 
included in those sent by us to the United States. The 
mails made up in the U. S. Post Office in Shanghai did 
not pass through our office.” : 

This is all the evidence upon the question of the amount 
justly due to the plaintiff for carrying the mails from 
Shanghai to Yokohama iu January, 1877, and as will be 
seen it is very contradictory and undecisive. 

The weight of the direct evidence introduced by the 
plaintiff fixes the compensation as $2.50 per nautical mile, 
This for 1,180 miles would give $2,900. 

The evidence of the defence shows that the average 
amount paid by steamer for carriage of Mails from Yoko- 
hama and San Francisco, a distance of 4,700 miles, from 
January lst 1880 was $196.74, the amount being deter- 
miued by weight. 

The claim that because $5,000 was named by the plaiu- 
tiff’ as the amount they should demand for carrying the 
mail iu question, that amount must be taken to he the pro- 
per value of the service, cannot for a moment be enter- 
tained. 

The Defendants, through Mr. Foster their ageut, express- 
ly repudiated the obligation of the defendants to pay any- 
thing for said service, and nowhere consented to accept the 
amount of $5,000 as the proper amount to be paid, if his 
Company should be held liable. 

Had. no question been pending as to the liability of the 
plaintiffs to carry the mail in question and the plaintiffs 
had iuvformed the defendants they would carry the same 
ouly at the price of $5.000, and the defendants had there- 
upon delivored the mails to be carried, it is possible that a 
recovery might have been had for the amount named, 
unless the same should have been shown to be grossly 
extravagant. — 

Bat such case is not the present one, and I am therefore 
driven to estimate, from the mass of widely ranging 
evidence that I have quoted, the real value of the service 
rendered. 

As I have shown, if the mails in question bad been 
carried to be paid for by weight, I can discover nothing 
in the evidence that would make the service worth any 
more, if as much as the average amount received by the 
defendants for the same service between Yokobama and 
San Francisco, a distance of 4,700 miles. 

The estimated value of the service as given by the wit- 
nesses for the plaintiffs is about $2,900 but this estimate 
it seemes to me is based npon the usual subsidies paid by 
Governments rather than upon the real value of the service 
or the amount usually paid for similar service where no 
subsidy exists. 

Subsidies are usually paid for other, or more properly 
for additivual, considerations to that of mere carrying the 

mails, aud vessels receiving such subsidies are required to 
yan at regular times and to make certain average trips. In 
this case the Nevada was not a subsidized ship, and the 
service rendered by her was a single service that ended 
with the single trip, such trip being her usual one, and 
between the same ports to aud from which she was ac- 
customed to run. 

I find nothing in the evidence which would mnke the 
carriage of the particular mail in question more valuable 
than a similar carrying at any time and nothing that would 
justify me iu putting an extravagaut value upon it. 

Iu seems to me therefore that the only charge that can 
be made for the service must be based upon the weight of 
the particular mail. 

__ Iu the abseuce of all testimoney as to this, I am driven 
then to estimate the valuc in the light of the evidence as 
to similar service — by the Defendant Coupauy. 

The average, as stated, teceived by the Defendant Com- 
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pany for carriage of mails between Yokohama and San 
Francisco in the years 1878 and 1879 was $196.74. I see 
no reason why the carriage of a single mail from Shanghai 
to Yokohama should he paid for at any higher rate. 

The judgment of the court therefore is that the plaintiffs 
recover of the defendants the sum of $2,196.74, with in. 
terest at 10 per cent. from the 14th day of January, 1877, 
and costs, to be adjusted, and that the defendants pay the 


costs of court. 
THOS. B. VAN BUREN, 
U. S. Consul-General. 
We concur : 


Gustavus Fartey, Jr. ; 
Peter Hossey, } — — 
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REMARKS. 
Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
represents velocity of wind. 
percentage uf humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 31 miles per hour on Monday at 9 p.m. 

The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
the sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30°372 
inches on Thursday at 11 p.m. and the lowest was 29°429 inches 
on Monday at2 p.m. The range for the week was considerable, 
being “943 inches. The highest temperature during the week was 
58°. on Saturday and the lowest was 28°.5 on Wednesday. The 
maximum and minimum for the corresponding week of last year 
were 68°. and 35°.8 respectively. The temperature continues to be 
much lower than for the same time last year. 

The total amount of rain for the week was 2°546 inches, against a 
total of °617 inches for the corresponding week of last year. 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By Mr. Ricuanbaox. 
(From the Chess World.) 





BLACK. 





WHITE. 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





OLUTION OF CHESS PROBLEM OF MARci 12TH, By W. H. TAYLOR 


White Black. 

1—B. to R. 6 1.—Kt. takes B 
2.—Q. to Q. 3, ch. 2.—K. to K. 4 
3.—Kt. to Kt. 6, mate 

if 1.—P. moves 
2.—Q. to B. 4, ch. 2.—K. to Q. 3 
3.—Q. to B. 6, mate. 

if 1.—K to Q. 3. 
2.—Q. to Q. 3, ch 2.—K. to B. 2. 
3.—Q. to Q. 8, ma 








SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


INWARDS. 


Mar. 14, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Afaru, Davison, 690, froin Kobe, 
Mails cad Cleadiel to M. B. Co. 
Mar. 14, Japanese steamer Niigata Afarw, Walker, 1,603, from 
rig y vid Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
, Ja 


Mar. 1 ese steamer Hiogo Maru, » 896, from Hako- 
date, Maile and General, to MB. Co. 


Mar. 14, British steamer Gaelic, Kidley, 2.404, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 

Mar. 15, British 3-masted schooner Mary, Gubbins, 147, from Takao, 
Feb. 14th, Sugar, to Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Mar. 15, Japanese barque Kirnokuni Maru, Nicolle, 960, from Naga- 
saki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 

Mar. 15, Japanese stea.er Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Mar. 16, Japanese steamer Afeiji Maru, Peters, 1,010, from Kobe, 
to Lighthouse Department. 

Mar. 17, Japanese steamer J'akasayo Waru,- Young, 1,230, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 

Mar. 17, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Muru, Christensen, 1,300, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Uo. 

* German barque Maria, Jansen, 280, from Takao, Sugar, 

order, 

Mar. 17, British steamer Sunda, Reeves. 1.704, from Hongkong 
vid Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. Co. 

Mar. 17, German corvette Vineta, Captain Zirzow, 2,000 tons, 19- 
guns, 457 men, from Kobe. 

Mar. 18. Russian Cruiser Africa, Captain Alescoff, 2,800 tons, 13- 
guns, from Kobe. 

Mar. 19, British steamer (rurdon Caatle. W. Waring, 1,320, from 
Hongkong, March 10th, General, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Mar. 19. British steamer Fleurs Castle. J. Kidder, 1,622, from 

Shanghai, March 15th, General, to Adamson, Bell & Co. 

Mar. 19, Britixh steamer (lenartney, Jacobs, 1.399, from Nagasaki, 
Coals, to Jardine, Matheson & Co. 








PASSENGERS. 
_ Per Japanese steamer Kiuxhin Maru from Kobe:—Mrs. Conners 
in cabin ; 250 Japanese in steeraye. 

Per Japanese steamer Niigutu-Maru from Hougkony via Kobe: 
Col. aud Mrs. Fletcber, Mr. F. H. ‘Urevithick, Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Booth, Mr. and Mrs. Favre-Beaudt. Mr. O. Voigt. Mr. A. Vivanti, 
Mr. W. Sayle, and § Japanese in cabin ; 10 Chinese and 157 Japa- 
nese ln steeraye. 

Per Japanese steamer Jfioyo Maru from Hakodate .—40 Ja 
panese. 

Per British steamer Gaelic from Hongko 2: —Mr. Nicolaus Poles- 
chajen, in cabin ; and one Chinese in stecias:. For Suu Francisco: 
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Captain J. S. St. Clair, 49th Regiment, Mr. and Mrs. Filabrano in 
cabin ; and 596 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Akitsushima Maru from Kobe :—40 Ja- 
panese. 
Per Japanese steamer Zakasago Maru from Shanghai and ports: — 


For Yokohama. Prince de Lisle and servant, Baron Benoist 
Mechiro and servant, Mons. P. de Lapeyrére, Revd. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hart and children, Mrs. R. Swain and child. Mrs. Goble. Si 
and Signora Vela, Signora Cobianche, Revd. C. F. Blanchet, Mr. 
F. S. Jacobs, Mr. O. von Torp, and 12 Japanese in cabin; 4 
Europeans, 3 Chinese, and 304 Japanese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Sunela from Hongkong via ip oa :—Mr. 
D. Coates and Mr. Boole in cabin ; and 6 Chinese on deck. 


Per British steamer (/ordon Castle from Hongkong :—Mrs. Sang- 


r. 
Per British steamer Flenrs Castle from Loudon via 
Messrs. Perrington and Hodges in cabin 


OUTWARDS. 


Mar. 15, Japanese steamer AlLitsushina Maru, Frahm, 1,146, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Mar. 15, British steamer, Ben/edi, Ross, 1.215, for Kobe, General, 
despatched by Monurilyan, Heimann & Co. 

Mar. 16, Japanese steamer Jukiv Maru, Swain, 1,146, for Shanghai 
and ports, Mails and General. despatched by M. B. Co. 

Mar. 16, Japanese steamer Zumaura Maru, Carrew, 559, for Samu- 
sawa, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co 

Mar. 16, Japanese steamer Kinahin Maru, Kilgour, 690, for Nobiru, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Ce. 

Mar. 17, Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M B. Co. 

Mar. 18, British steamer Gaelic, Kidley, 2,652, for San Francisco, 
Mails and General, despatched by O. & O. Co. 

Mar. 18, British steamer Keelung, Schultze, 912, for Kobe, General, 
despatched by Butterfield & Swire. . 

Mar. 19, French steamer Tanais, Reynier, 1,735, for Hongkong, 


Shanghai :— 





Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 
Mar. 19, Japanese steamer Takasago Mara, Young, 1,230 for Hong- 
kong vid Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
PASSENGERS. 
Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shanghai and way ports :— 
H. M. The King of Hawaii, Col. Armstrong, Col. Judd, Rev. F. F. 


Alexander. Messrs. Takahasi, Abumi, Wakai, Majima. Orita, Ota, 
Kitajima, Baba, Kajiki, Tanaka. and Miss Nakawara and 5 Ja- 
panese in cabin ; 294 Japanese and 2 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer (/aelic for San Francisco:—Captain J. S. St. 
Clair, Messrs. J. W. Taylor, H. M. Sargent, Su A. F. Price. 
(US.N.), Major Webb, (R.A.), M.S. Cooper, John W. Wendell, 
For Liverpool :—Messrs. M, W, Sayle, F. E. A. Lorton, and C. G. 
Dunlop, in cabin. 2 Europeans and 596 Chinese in steerrge. 

ler French steamer J’anais for Hongkoug:—M. and Mme. Rica 
y Calvo, Messrs. S. Harrisson, L. Harris. and A. Morton. 

Per Japanese steamer Takasayo Maru for Hongkong via Kobe :— 
Messrs. Wakai, Merimura, Yamamoto, Moriata, Namasawa and 
Hamada ; Hung Kee, Ah Tai and child in steerage. 


CARGOES. 
Per Japanese steamer Takasago Alaru from Shanghai and porte: — 
Pease. Sey og ay aa * Later 
Per British steamer Sunda from Hongkong * — 
ee pkgs. 
Sundries ... —— 248 
SL, se asc) --- 481 Pkgs. 
Local: — 
ee en ee a ee pkgs. 
— * ar ace Ke 9 voll, 724 is 





Total... . ne nee 44,446 phege. 
Per British steamer Gaelic * * Francisco .— 











Fess San Frau. N.York. OtherCitien Total 
Shanghai — 60 161 221 
WagMAOKS oiisis —— — 912 912 
8 792 1,112 1,912 
SR ORORAU 1,517 1,274 419 3,210 
Hongkong — 25 — 25 

— ——— 1,525 2,151 2,604 6,380 
SILK : 

From San Fran. N. York. Other Cities. Total 
BURSON: LAist = 478 — 78 
— —— — 331 4 335 
GAME os ssnacsscecestsceas — 211 ome lll 

i ee a 920 4 924. 
Per French steamer Tundi- for Hongkong :-- 
Silk, for France ...  ... ... seo se so. 996 bales. 
» + london 68. 
Total ...1,064 bales. 
REPORTS. 
The British steamer (Gaelic reports :—Left Hongkong ag 3.30. 
p-m. on the 7th March. Had fresh monsoon up the China sea, 


strong Northerly winds to Oosima, passed the latter point at 8 
a.m. ou the 13th aud experienced strong N. E. gale thence up to. 
arrival at 4 p-m. on the 14th March. 

Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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The British 3-masted schooner Mary reports :—Very heavy nor- 
therly and N.E. gales with turrents of * and hi b crass ea: was 
Within 250 miles of this port for 19 days, but oe not make it. 

The British ateamer Gurdon Castle reports :—Fresh gale from 
N.E. ap to 14th instant. After which fine weather up to arrival. 

The British stzamer Fleurs Castle reports :—Fine northerly 
Winds throughout the passage. 


net —— 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 18th March, 1881.) 
































Discount on | I. 7 
Yen Satz, = : o> 
: dg! “Be: 28 
| a | 2: ne 8 
AMI; | a, ™! ¢ gs 
| 13)3!3 32 2 68 
1881 | | ! , 
Friday ......... Mar. 11 75,%| 74,5 74%! —' — —| — 
Saturday ...... » 2A 4S as! AK. AK =|- 
Monday ceccncece oT) 14 7535 754 | 753 — — — — 
Tuesday 15, 7541765, 765' — — — — 
Wednesday ry) 16 764 | 771%! 774 _— — — — 
Thuraday ...... » 17 77%, 1735 Gy — — — — 
Friday ......... me (eer Wry (eae | Same eee a 
NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 
BWMRRICA oncsiciscsissceccccdeccisssenss . P. M. Co. | Mar. 24thl 
DMR RICA yc55 04 cnscic ts cctastae decseass | 0.&0.Co. | April 8th3 
Eoropsg, via HONGKONG ......... M. M. Co Mar. 24th2 
HONGKONG — ..,...000. — —— P. & O. Co 
Honakona, via KonE............... M. B. Co Mar. 28th 
HONGKONG ........cc00 ............ P.M. Co. | April 18th 
FONGKONG 1.0.0... e eee eeece eee e sees O. & O. Co. 
Suanaitat, Uiodo & Nagasaki... M. B. Go. Mar. 24th 
1.—Left San Francisco, March Ist, City of Tokio. 
2.—Left Hongkong, March 13th, Menzaleh. 
3.—Left San Francisco, March 15th, Belyic. 
NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 
AMERICA .... P.M. Co. | April. 20th 
A BMIICA O. & O. Co. | 
Eurore, via HonaKona ......... | P. & O. Co. , Mar. 24th 
Eunork, via Honakona |. .....! M. M. Co. | Mar. 19th 
HAKODATEK ................. M. B. Co. 
HonckoneG, via Konk.............. ' AM. B. Co. =| Mar. 19th 
HONGKONG 2.00... .................... O. & Q. Ov. | April 8th 
HONGKONG ........... | P. BM. Co. . Ath 
Suananat, Wroao, & Nacasvne.t! ML B. Co. Mar. 26th 


— — — — 





The arrival and departure of mails by the “‘ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘ Pacific Mail,” and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental” 
companies, are approximate only. 


CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 








WORDT. scessvscnsccesesenssaceccsssacasaesse 
E. Cuampreys Inwinz, M.A. 
The Parsonage, 101. 
UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 

Sunday Morning 
»  Svening 

Rev. Luruee H. Guticx, 
Pastor M.D., 


~~ YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Datnw :—8.30, aud 9.45 4.21, 5 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 pons. 
LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Daiyv:—6.45 and 9.30.00 ., aand 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 vr. 


— — — — EES 


YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


— — 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINRASHi. 





Moka. At. NOON, PAM Pa Pan Pa orp pay 
— " g15 1030 12. 0 130 245 4. 0 615 620 8.0 309 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
— Noon. PM. WPM. Pw aM. Pe pag 
= "ag 1030-182 0 120 28630 80a, 


Google 
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VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 


SAILED. 
ö——— — —ñ — ——— 
Date. Nauk or Vesset.. 











From For 
a —— 
Jaly 17] Ste. Lucie PaItapetruia! Yokohama 
Aug. 7| Philip Nelson Hamsura Yokohama 
Nov: 18) Pakhoi (.s.) GLAscow — 
»» 19) Ordovic LonDOoN Yokohama 
1» 22) Malacca Hamsure Yoko. & Hioge 
Dec. 17| Marie ANTWERP aati 
ry) 2 Mora » ” 9 
» 4 Tamsui (s.s.) GLascow ce * 
Jan, 14\ Bellecopboa iar | 2 
an, on NDON me 
1» 15| Galley of Lorne 3 33 
»» 20) Glamis Castle (s.s.) ” * 
Mar. 4/ Teucer (s.8.) 0 ee 99 











| 
| 
l 
ee —ñ— e e — —e —— — — — 
LOADING. 
Dats. Nane or V exset.. At Fou 
Tan. 28 Lonvox _ |Yoke-bjoe Hog 
99 28 9° 80 i} ) 
99 2 Se 99 99 
90 28 CaRDIFF 9p 09 
» 2 Loxpox ne *» 
9 28 99 9. 99 
» 2 ANTWERP np * 
99 F 90 99 99 
9 99 9® 99 
» 2 Loxpox — 











LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 


The following are the signale made from the lightship tu denote 
the approach of vessels :— 


Merchant steamer:—A black ball, with the national flag of the 
vessel below, at the ube arm, 


Mail steamer:—A black diamond, with the company’s flag below, 
at the peak 


San-of-war :—National flag of the vessel at the peak. _ 

Sailing vessels :—For a ship; flag B. (red): barque, flag C. (red 
ball on white ground) : brig, tlag D. (white ball on blue groand) : 
echooner, flag V. (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 
with the vessel’s national tiag below as econ as it can be made oat. 


MERRYWEATHER & SONS, 


Fire Engine Manufacturers, 


London. 














ft hese undersigned having been app. ‘nied Agents for the 
above firm, are prepared to execute crcers for 


FIRE ENGINES & APPLIANCES 
STEAM TRAMWAYS, 


HYDRAULIC ENGINES 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


MALCOLM & CO. 
No. 66. 
Yokohama, 17th March, 1880, 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 
ogee ren ge 
Name. CATTAUIN, | Fuagann Roe. tors. 














— — — — 
— 























Frost. ARRIVED, (‘ONSEN EES. 
— ——— Pee — 
STEAMERS. 

Fleurs Castle J. Kidder British steamer | 1,622 ; Shanghai Mar. 19 | Adamson, Bell & Co. 
Glenartney Jacobs British steamer © 1,320 | N Mar. 19 | Jardine, — & Co. 
Gordon Castle W. Warning British steamer | 1,348 Hongkong Mar. 19 |. Adamson, Bell & 
Meiji Marn Peters Japanese steamer ' 1,010 | Kobe Mar. 16 oo —— 
Sunda Reeves British steamer | 1,704 | Hongkong vid N'saki | Mar. 17] P. & O. Co. 
Takasago Maru Young Japanese steamer | 1,230 | Shanghai & ports Mar. 17! M. B. Co. 
Volga (iuirand Wrench steamer | 1,502 | Hongkong Mar. 11 | M. M. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. | 
Alexander ; Carson American schooner 52 | Nagasaki Nov. 3 | J. E Collyer 
Amoy i J. E. Schade Am. 3-mast schr. | 314 | Takao Mar. 5| M.B. Co.” 
Anna Sieben . Paulsen German baryue ! 604 | Antwerp Mar. 11 | Order : 
Cilarnum , Beadle British ship , 1,850 | Hongkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fiecher & Co. 
Hedvig | Frahm British barque | 375 Takao Mar. 4 | Soo Hoo 
Helena : Ewalt German schooner | ¢0 | Karilc Islands Oct. 31 | Captain 
Lottie Hiltz German schooner | 26 he Islands Sept. 4 | Hohnholz & Co, 
Maria | Jansen (serman barque | es lr Mar. 17 | Order. 
Mary C. Bohm ) Petersen German schuouer | | Keri Islands Oct. 24) P. Bohm 

Gubbins | Brit. 3-mast sehr. ' ree | Mar. 15 | Jardine. Matheson & Co. 
North Star Jobnson | Russian schoouer 42 | Karle Islands | Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhotz & Co. 
Otome Hardy | Alnerican schouuer 42 Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 

' Teaacsen Nussian schooner | 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 /| H. Cook 
Pioneer | Maivs Russian schooner | Romo, via Makedate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Mall & Co, 

in 


Stella l Werner American schooner; 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 


: | 
j | | 
: | 
: 


VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 


—_— — — — — — — — — — 











Nase. (Gitte ‘Tons. II. h. | Diasec cevrTion, Watrnk reom. CommanDer. 
FRENCH—Champlain see aw: aia es seal 10 2000 ' — : Corvette Kobe Captain Dubrot 
RUSSIAN— Africa ese wae eee ova wee woe) JO = “2800 — i Cruiser Kobe ; Captain Alescoff 

—Minin 2...) 0.0. .. .. .. weet 16 5,300 6,300 Ironclad N Captain Nazimoff 
GERM AN—Vineta sis. Wee lek “ede Sve eee 10° > “2.000 — Corvette Ko Captain Zirsow 





VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 





Da&STINATION, | NAME. AGENTS, To ne Deseatrcurp. 
S | ; : Sgeadis yaaa 
oa kong via Kobe... 0. ee eee ee! Kokonoye Maru . MK. Co April 2nd, at 4 p.m. 
FAUCHSCU cee cee cee tee tenes! Cilurnum ' Edw — a Fischer & Co. Unsettled 

San Francisco ...° wee eee, = Oceanic O. & O. Co. April Ded 
London via Japan and China Ports: .. «| Gordon Castle Adamson, Bell & Co. Quick d 

Hongkony via Kobe — — Sunda . P. & O. Co. March 24th, at 1 2.3. 
Shaughai and way- ports ... eg! uh, cee eee Takasago Maru AI. B. Ce. March 26th, at 4 r.m. 


—_ 
= 
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Oo COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





; i i i Yarns; The business in Medium 
IMPORTS.—Everything weak, holders pressing sales, buyers very reticent. ; 
16/24’s still continues. 28/32’s lower and almost demoralized. Cottons generally weaker. T. Reds lower. Woollens 
nominal. 
COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Continued. 


ium ... icul $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ...85 yds. 22 in. per piece $6.75 
Nos. 16 to 24, oo num cer Ploul $31.75 to 33.00 | Victorialawns |. 12, 42/85, $0.70 


seg 


SBS 8 


Bombay, No.20 do. $29.50 to 31.25 | Taffachelass:— . ... ..12 ,, 43 », 1, $1.70 


Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium - ” ee — WOOLLENS :— 
Good to Best... ... . » aes 50 to 40.00 | Plain Orleans ... ... ... .-. 40-42 yds. 32in.... 4.50 


, S8t042.. wo. 


to 
to 
to 
to 
: er a — bid Figured Orleans eee eco eco 99 31 99 eee 3.50 te 4 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— — — — * ‘i — * 
ẽ irti — i 2 d . 39 in. $1.25 to 1.65 I jan ot eee cee eee eee 99 99 eee e 
Grey Shirtings J 9* pee niece Bt yds 39 in. $1.50 to 2.00 | Camlet Cords... ... ... ... 29-30 °, 22,,... 4.50 to 5.60 
an 9 Ib. |, 38} ,, 45in. $210 to 2.55 | yronsselinesde Laines:—Crape 2 yds. 30in.... 0.16 to 0.17 
T. Cloths :—7 1b. ... ...24 yds. 32 in. per piece $1.45 to 1.623 do. Itajime 24° ,, 30,, ... 0.23 to 0.29 
Drills, Englieh:—14-151b.40 ,, 30in.  ,, oT as te Lea do. Yusen % ,, 30,, ... 0.35 to 0.40 
ar bay oC — $1.40" to 2.60 Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 48in.to 62 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & — Black in. _ aan . et — coe tee eee $A : rer : eee ray ee one 
: 2 to 2 . Ja n. : x “i J eee eee coo eco @ cee e 
mackey ner 25 to 2} lb. 24 - 30 in, if $1.55 to 1.70 Union eee eee eco eee 64 9? to 56 99 eee 0.30 to 0.55 
Do. 3ib.... ...24 ,, 30in.  ,, $1.70 to 1.80 | Blankets, green, 6to 8 lbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.87 to 0.40 


SAIGON RICE.—T'wo thousand piculs sold. Stock 3,000 piculs. 
KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 404,000 cases. Sales 6,000 cases. 


Sugar :--Takaoin bag New... .... perpicul $4.25 Japan Rice ... ... ... ... .. «. perpicul $2.75 to 3.07 
* ——— — Od..— an $4.00 Jacaa Wheat . .. .. cee wee ‘“ $2.08 - 
Taiwanfoo in Le — 3 $4.00 gon Rice [cargo] Saas, wes “hee is 4* $1.83 
Ching-pak and Ke-pak ‘i $7.75 to $8.50 | Kerosene Oil... 2... 0. .. .. case $1.92 


China No. 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah... —,, $6.50 to $8.75 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Since ovr last the market has been very active and there has been a strong demand for all classcs 
of Silk. Nearly all the desirable parcels offering have been promptly secured by buyers, and natives have established a 
further advance of $10 per pical all round. At tho close the selection has become so poor that transactions have been 
checked and quotations are therefore to a great extent nominal. “ 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 ... ...........c00.0. $600 = 19/4 

——— $575 = 187 
“ o» 3 & infra. ........000 $530 to $540 = 17/2 to 17/6 

Filatures.—No. = 1 ...........c0ee $670 to $680 = 21/7 to 21/11 Including full commissions in Yoko- 
” gr $635 to $650 = 20/6 to 2], hama but no selling commission in Lon- 

D seesesscsevnses $610 to $620 = 19/8 to 20 don, Exchange 8/9 

Kakedas—Best ..........00...ce00ce. $660 to $670 = 21/3 to 21/7 ; 
* Medium & Good ...... $620 to $650 = 20/ to 21/ 

Re-Reels Medium to Best......... $615 to $635 = 19/10 to 206 





TEA.—A small business has been passing during the week and some 650 piculs have been settled. In the 
absence of any general demand quotations are nominal as given. Stock is estimated at 3,800 piculs. 





Common say — ‘ee be Fine — as * — * 23 to $2 
Good Common Ss ae ron — ts 9 to $12 | Finest — — — * *— F to os 
Medium... 8. eae ees $15 to $17 | Choice a ge SH. A Oe, 
Good Medium .. =... ww, $19 to $20 Choicest ... 0, eee ae t Nominal 
EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 

STERLING—Bauk 4 months’ sight ....................... 3/9 On Suancuat—Bank pight. ................... 722 
= Bank Bills on demand · ..................... 3/84 ‘, Private 10 days’ sight.................. 73 
#3 Private 4 months’ sight ..................... 3/9} Ox New York—Bank Bills on demand............... 894 
* .. 3,94 i Private 30 days’ sight ............... 904 

On Panis -Bauk sight oo... cece ..... ........ 4,67 Ox San Francisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 89: 
ms Private 6 months’ sight ...................08 4.83 — Private 30 days’ sight 903 

Osx HonoKonc—Bank sight 0.00.00. ee eeeees ar. PRAT E oio scot eeediiy ———— 754 dis 
F Private 10 days’ sight ............... 4 % disct. GOLDY datecicacs, S80 ORL 


SHIPPING, 


SHIPPING.—Brisk demand for Coast and both England and Ame 


: ‘lea charters hi ts. The 
Cilurnum is on the berth for San Francisco, S. S. Gordon Castle for London. emer teen te seman 
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~ MISCELLANEOUS. 




















NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. 


ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the lst day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Suurise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, iu the province of 
Hizen, 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situnted in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have au arc of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 80’ W. and S. 55° 80’ E. 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 


NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 





T IS HEREBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
Engineer, holding « Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of « corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also farther Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the Srd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yekitei Kioku. 

(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 


TOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordauce 
with Notification of Daijékwan No. 18, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 
on the third Tuesday in every 8rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 
H. MAYESHIMA, 
Chief Superintendent. 
Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 129. 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 


WRECK NEAR THE AMHERST ROCKS, 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the British 
Bark CHINAMAWN lies sunk in 5 fathoms of 
Water 7 miles to the S. 37° W. of the Amherst Rocks. 
The iron masts are at present visible. 
By order of the Inspector General of Customs. 


DAVID M. HENDERSON, 
Engineer-in- Chief. 


YAMAO YOZO, 


Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, February 3rd, 181. 











NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BEACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE, 
BAY OF YEDO. 


4 GOVENMENT OF JAPAN he reby gives notice 

that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneda 
shoal, Bay of Yedv, before the erection of the Pile-Light- 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, and 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on the First duy of the Seventh month of the 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience 
having proved that navigation is now safe without the 
Buoy. 











YAMAO YOZO, 


Imperial Maritime Customs, Minister of Public Works 


Engineer's Office, 
Shanghai, 24th January, 1881, 


Google 
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AUISCELLANEOUS. 
ees Ud ealeae oF 
— Sa 31533332 
—— 
NOW. ANDYSIDE € 0. =o = Be 
Sc Be 
a — ah 2 Sad 
See ew 2° GS 
Limited. — <3  fiaga S 
an & tte fs 
: « «as — 
— a ea 4027 = 
82, Walbrook. London, ie =: e118 
g 2 - 
BRITANNIA [RON WORKS, DERBY, * | Ze Siih 2 
= . 
Manufacture all kinds of = ep) ——— x jf 
3 ad a 5 E2526 | 
Oa Zz EC R 22 
R Le. had on iD 
52 eee eee 
Structural & Ornamental. w 2 Bes feed = 
Tid: 8° Rest 
BRIDGES of every d ti Girder Bridges. Arch oS WwW a" ° 
Bridges. Saspension Bridges. — * — F a= 
oS om | emod 
= 1 Oo 
A H. & Oo. make every year for Foreign Countrica some a = — e— 2 
* thousands of Tons of Bridges. —— = o EX 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. ra-eaay = i Ey — 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS — = i Eg ie 
oD 7) 
[lustrated Catalogue | (A) free on Application, 2.50 =A hts 
ORNAMENTAL “IRONWORK, ETC. — — © isi 
3 m2 
See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) Aki S Sas te 
with 1,300 designs. Si * = of 2S 
Railings. Balcony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. y =—|— = a — 
Gates. Street Posts. Brackets. Gratings. 
EAO-pillaca. Laup-brackets. | Windows. Casements. August 2, 1879. 26780 
Balasters. Newels. . Fountains, Drinking Fountains. 
Crestings. Terminals. : Vases. Pedestals. 
Conservatories. Band-Stands. 
SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES! tRaDE MARE. 


12 Shapes and Sizes. 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Atiiw. Handyside & Co., Limited, ELLWOOD’S 











LONDON PATENT AIR CHAMBER 
"is HATS AND HELMETS 
Se. THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. AGAINST SUN STROKE. 





' To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. snd Wholeente caly of 


-OSEPH ‘GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. J, ELLWOOD & SON S, 
Bhi GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878, LONDON. 
April, 1880. Beware of Useless Imitations. 





DINNEFORD S sztastrorbaitcate 


————— LADIES, 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY HILDREN AND INFANTS, 
ae FOR REGULAR USE 

OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, ie Sear Gere 

HEADACHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. Ss. 


——* FLUID 
DINNEFORD & Co., Chemists MAGNESIA. 





And of Druggists and —— ers throughout 
London, a re te 
W.B. ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S — 
— 
April 10, 1880 ly. 


” Go gle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 


CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 
Mine Prise Medals, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia, 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, 

JAMS AND JELLIES, 

ORANGE MARMALADE, 

TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 

POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
YRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
‘HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 

BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


Fresh supplies of the above, and numerous other table 
delicacies, may be had from most StoreRecpers. 
CAUTION. 


To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should invariably be destroyed when empty. 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at — of articles of inferior 
r 


AU genuine goods bear the names of Crosse 4 Blackwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 
PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
SOHQ SQUARE, LONDON. 


July, 1878. 





— ew 





| 









- 












al 


8 — * Ls a 
ER fn SN a ae eee re Seen See SS 
uf 3. & E. ATKINSON'S SS 
ms obtained the following 
LONDON, 3668. PARIS, 1&3;. CORDOVA, 1872. LIMA, 1872. 
VIENNA, 1873. PI! LADELPHIA, 18%. 


MISCELLANIOUS. 

So 3 - ae 
ii | PERFUMERY, ff 
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Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, and every comfort guaranteed 
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THE BEST REMEDY FOR INDIGESTION. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy jor indigestion, thick is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the “* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“ Norton's Pills” act as a powerful toni and gentile aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benchts to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles at 18. 14d., 28. Od., and 11s. eack, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 
eee 
CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” end do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 
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preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
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Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 

Ma. Katina, 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say is euormoas, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 


broaght me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fally, 
M. A. WALKER. 


SoLp 1n Botrties, by ALL CHemists AND DrvuGGIsTs. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitatious of this unsurpassed remedy bave been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 
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An Imperial order communicated by the Household De- 
partment to the Home office, directs that for the fature, 
except on State occasions, the Emperor’s body-guard shall 
be dispensed with, and that at all other times His Majesty, 
when leaving the Palace, shall be accompanied by four or 
five officers and two or three soldiers of the Household 
Troops. 





Just fourteen years ago the Mikado ceased to hea ter- 
restial divinity and became an active power and a visible 
presence among his subjects. Had he been required to 
perform this new réle after years of habit had adapted his feet 
to the traditional groove of apathetic seclusion, it is not 
impossible that the change might have proved anendarable, 
and that to the many difficulties with which his ministers 
have already been called on to grapple, might be superadded 
the embarassment of serving a puppet Prince according to 
the forms of responsible procedure. Fortunately, however, 
the Emperor approached his unprecedented task without any 
of the prejudices of experience, and in the conviction that the 
fashions of the past were incompatible with the necessities of 
the fature. He has succceded—thoronghly succeeded—in 
taking wn effective place at the head of the State and in con- 
forming to the strangely novel circumstances of his altered 
relations with the outer world. Not without an effort indeed 
has the transformation been accomplished. In the beginning 
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it seemed as though the icy insensibility could not possibly 
be laid aside, and those foreigners who iu the early days of 
our residence here had the honor of being admitted to the 
Imperial presence, found it difficult to reconcile that stataes- 
que imperturbability with anything but the idea of a pappet 
set up to take the place of the sacred being not yet sufficiently 
humanized to endure the aspect of humanity. These, how- 
ever, are but memories growing faiuter day by day. They 
were succeeded first by forebodings ; subsequently by astonish- 
ment. Something it was thought must happen—some 
indescribable revulsion of national feeling or some disturbance 
of social equilibrium—when the key-stone of fealty was 
struck away, and the Sacred Being men had worshipped 
for twenty cycles, laying aside his divinity, shewed himself 
to be of the earth, earthy. Pablic opinion proved, 
however, to be completely at fault. The faith on which the 
loyalty of the Japanese people rests, shewed itself to be in- 
dependent of form. Almost before the reality of the meta- 
morphosis had been fairly credited by the outer world, wo 
were bewildered by the extraordinary spectacle of proletaries 
and pariahs gazing vuncoucernedly on the “ Dragon's 
visage” of which they had hitherto known nothing save that 
its aspect was accounted fatal to human vision. Some good 
folk were seriously scandalized by this saddenly developed 
spirit of irreverence. It seemed to them that the demon of revo- 
lution was abroad, when the Emperor's presence elicited from 
aliens demonstrations of respect denied to him by his own 
subjects. The trath was that Japanese had for the most part 
no hats to take off, and being denicd the privilege of rabbing 
their foreheads in the dust, all that remained for them was to 
adopt the negative course of doing nothing. Whether they re- 
gretted or rejoiced at a change which enabled them to take 
their own share of the road whoever happened to be their 
fellow traveller, and to keep their doors open even when roy- 
alty passed, there ought not to be much difficulty in conjec- 
turing. But they sought for no further privilege. The 
phantom of democracy, which, according to political prophets 
had been evoked beyond the possibility of exorcism, never 
assumed any tangible shape, and society moved quietly along 
in its old grooves. : 
Meanwhile we cannot doubt that the Emperor, anhesi- 
tatingly as he has adopted his altered role, must Dave found 
the new character very difficalt to sustain. Everything that 
he was required to do, he has done with grace and dignity, 
Inaugarations of public enterprises, reviews, receptions and so 
forth, have constantly been honored by his presence, and he 
has taken his place in the Council chamber, not perhaps as a 
ruler with active fanctions and original projects, bat still as a 
real, no longer an ideal, head of the State. So far, however, 
as intercourse with the world in a European sense is cun- 
cerned, he has remained almost as much secluded as ever, 
and to expect that it could have been otherwise would have 
been scarcely reasonable. His condact in sach matters was 
altogether regulated by his Ministers, and by many of his 
valued advisers what he had done was deemed enough, possibly 
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more than enough. It seemed to them that between the 
crown and the crowd lay an impassable gulf, and that to step 
beyond the edge on cither side would be the prelude to a 
mutual catastrophe. They were in fact a little timid about 
the issue of all the startling innovations that succeeded the 
Restoration. Before Mr. Walter Bagehot came Confucius, 
and the English politician’s dictum had been anticipated by 
the Chinese philosopher, who taught that the fall effect of 
an altered course does not make itself felt so long as the old 
hands are at the helm. ‘“ How many similar shocks will the 
monarchy survive, and how many successive generations will 
be content to be separated from the throne by men whose title 
to such a privilege rests upon traditions long forgotten?” Such 
questions as these, not easily answered or left unanswered, did 
not fail to suggest thomselves to statesmen who look back 
as well as forward, and who, although they might not con- 
scientiously oppose their sovereign’s descent from the lofty 
pedestal his ancestors had occupied, have been well satisfied 
to see him standing always within the margin of its shadow. 
Their counsels, not perhaps unsupported by his own inclina- 
tions, nor yet urged altogether unwisely, have hitherto 
sufficed to makethe Emperor a presence rather than an in- 
fluence in the State. His intercourse with his subjects has 
been less real than nominal; he has seen life with the eyes 
-of others and trodden a path where no sign-posts of sympa- 
thy or experience are visible. 
- Is this altogether expedient ? Is it not very conceivable 
that a Government, excrcising*fanctions delegated to it by a 
mechanical authority, may be charged without much in- 
justice with usarping those functions? We do not by any 
means lack experiences to warrant such a hypothesis. More 
than once the public peace has been disturbed by men who pro- 
fessed to believe that the respect due to an office varies with 
the method of investiture, and that an imperial commission 
ceascs to be sacred when the signature it bears may be counted 
involuntary. To us as Englishmen remedies for such a creed 
easily suggest themselves, nor will they perhaps be long absent 
from the polity of Japan ; but meanwhile it is plainly desirable 
that the nation should learn to regard its rulers’ acts as 
intimately associated with the will of its sovereign, and cease 
to entertain the phantasy that its law-givers are to all in- 
tents and purposes irresponsible magistrates. For the mo- 
ment nothing seems better calculated to educate the people's 
perception in this direction than unequivocal evidence of the 
Emperor's active interest in the daily business of life; evi- 
dence that his conception of the high office he holds is not 
confined to an inanimate observance of the Imperial ritual, 
but that he comprehends and sympathizes with his Ministers’ 
efforts, and that he is no more insensible than any other 
human being to the foible which makes the substance of 
power so much sweeter than its shadow. It is for this 
reason—though many others of a not less cogent nature 
might be addaced—that we watch with especial interest the 
rapid steps which have been lately taken towards bringing the 
Emperor into intimate contact with the realities of life. A 
month ago we had to tell of a hunting expedition in which 
His Majesty took as active a part asany of his courtiers ; 
now an order is issued by the Household Department, reducing 
the Emperor's body guard to a mere fraction of its former 
strength except on official occasions—from which it may 
fairly be inferred that the frequent occurrence of unofficial 
occasions is contemplated in the immediate futare—and we 
are very much mistaken if His Majesty’s fashion of life is not 
soon assimilated to that of an English or French potentate. 
There may be some sufficiently conservative to regret snch a 


result, but to us it seems unequivocally auspicium melioris 
evi. 
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It is impossible to escape the conviction that the Master 
of the Ella Beatrice has been more erred against than erring. 
He lost his ship through an error of judgment, which so 
far as the evidence before the world is concerned, might 
have been committed by the most able scaman that ever 
possessed a certificate. Struggling ngainst a heavy sea 
and a fierce wind that almost amounted to a hurricane, 
blinded by snow that either hid the laud altogother or so 
disguised it when seen as to reuder it unrecognizable, 
baffled by currents setting in a direction opposite to that 
suggested by circumstances, and all the while never once 
relaxing his vigilance er suffering his crew to take any rest, 
the Captain of the Ella Beatrice mistook his position, ran 
his ship aground, and being tried by a Court whose com- 
position barely legalizes its action, was sentenced to precise- 
ly the same punishment that would have been inflicted on a 
Master who to complete incompetence had added culpable 
carelessness. Such at least is the aspect this unfortunate 
case bears in the eyes of the non-professional public. Sym- 
pathy, however, is apt tolead us astray in matters of the 
sort, and it will therefore be well to consider briefly the 
finding of the Court and the evidence upon which that 
finding was based. 

“The total ignoring and neglecting the use of the lead 
was the principal cause of the loss of the Ella Beatrice,” and 
“ the decision of the Court therefore is that the certificate 
of Andrew Thompeon be suspended for the period of twelve 
months from this date.” Such in effect is the finding, for 
though four other items appear, they are dismissed as 
“errors of judgment” to which the best of us are liable and 
for which none can be justly held accountable. Now what 
is the evidence with regard to this question of the lead? It 
is at once of the simplest and scantiest description. The 
Captain says he did not heave the lead and that it never 
struck him to do so; the Chief mate says that they had 
“everything ready to heave tho lead if there was a possibi- 
lity, bat it was blowing so hard there was no chauce,” aud 
again, that “it seemed of no use to attempt soundings as the 
sea was breaking so heavily over the ship”. Let us examine 
these statements in detail. Heaving the lead is the most 
elementary expedient of navigation and one to which the 
veriest tyro would immediately have recourse in the presence 
of danger. In the opinion of the Court, made wise by the 
event, “a cast or two would at once lave shown the Cap- 
tain his error.” Yet the Captain, a zealous and vigilant 
officer as he evidently is, did not once cause the lead .to be 
heaved, nor even think of so doing. The- Chief Mate, 
whose daty it was to take care that the sounding apparatus 
was always ready for use, fufilled that duty, but saw 
no possibility of taking souudings for reasons quite 
as intelligible to tyros as to experts. On the strength 
of this testimony the Captain's certificate is suspended 
for twelve mouths, a sentence exceeding that lately passed 
elsewhere in a case where criminal neglect resulting io 
serious loss of life was indisputably proved. Mow it cannot 
be supposed for a moment that Captain Thompson did not 
understand the value of soundings in certain positions, or 
that he would have failed to employ the lead had the ocea- 
sion suggested such » course. He says, however, that st 
never struck him to do so. Why? Was it because of the 
same impracticability recognized by the mate, or was.it 
because the possibility of the ship being on alee shore did 
not fora moment occur to ber commander? Surely the 
Court ought to have taken some steps to ascertain these 
points. Ifthe former was the true reason, the charge against 
the Captain fails nt once; if the latter, the- neglect of 
soundiug was a portion of those errors of judgment which 
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been the cause, it was beyond all doubt the Court's imp era- 
tive duty to question Captain Thompson fully upon this 
point, and not to condemn him without ascertaining who- 
ther auy circumstances existed to prevent him from once 
thinking of n method familiar to every able-bodied seaman 
and conclusively efficacious in the opinions of men who are 
at least supposed to be capable of judging. But the Court 
did not concern itself at all about such considerations, and 
we have no choice but to repeat our conviction that the 
Master of the Ella Beatrice has been dealt with more 
harshly than the circumstauces of the case warrant. He 
is practically without remedy, but not we trust without 
sympathy, and if he has been peculiarly unfortunate, it is nt 
least to be hoped that a comparison of his case with those 
of others recently tried by Naval Courts, will help to per- 
suade the Board of Trade that the carriage of justice is 
not always free from risk under exiating regulations. 

The remarks made in our last issue with reference to that 
part of Consul-General Van Buren's report which treats of 
Japanese morals have excited some criticism. We are not, 
however, disposed to withdraw from our position. The points 
to which we took partial exception in our review of the Gen- 
eral’s valuable treatise, depend to a great extent upon indi- 
vidual observation, and though our common estimate of the 
verdict such testimony suggests has been truly expressed in 
the “ Report on Labor,” we cannot retract our statement that 
an impression stronger than the facts warrant is there con- 
veyed. In the chief provincial towns dissipation has certainly 
increased rather than diminished since the Restoration. The 
exceptional prosperity of the agricultural classes, consequent 
upon settled tenure and the extinction of feudal drones, has 
attracted many of the ministresses of pleasure from the outer 
circles of the metropolitan Saturnia regna, and as a conse- 
quence, the moral condition of such places as Mayebashi and 
Nagoya is not by any means above reproach. Nevertheless 
our own observation and the weight of native evidence tend 
to prove that the supporters of the fifth estate in the rural 
districts are chiefly recruited from the merchant, not the 
laboring class. The former turns his feet towards Corinth 
with tolerable regularity no doubt, but on the whole his life 
is one of very decent domesticity compared with that of the 
tradesman, who celebrates his purchases and sales alike after 
the fashion of Panurge. In fine, however, the point is not of 
much moment. Whichever view we hold, the general correct- 
ness of the conclusions set forth in the “* Report on Labor” 
remain unimpugned, though as we said before, the impression 
they convey bears a little harshly upon the agricultural scc- 
tion of the community. 

With regard to the question of bathing, it is certainly 
very true that the method of separating the sexes by a 
Wooden partition extending only through a portion of the 
bath-house can scarcely be called effective. Neither do we 
deny that even this flimsy device is sometimes wanting in 
the purlieus of cities or the hamlets of remote districts. Still 
Wwe maintain that separation is the rule, aud we should have 
been glad to see the loose statements of previous writers on 
this subject corrected in a treatise so eminently calculated to 
command credence as Gencral Van Buren’s “ Report on 


Labor,” 





In perusing the remarks of the press on the Birmingham 
clockmaker's Story of the “infernal machines’ which he was 
asked to construct, one is struck by the confusion that 
Appears to exist in men’s minds as to the difference between 
Socialism and Nihilisra ; a confusion so helpless that the 
two terms are sometimes used indiscriminately. Thus, for 
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example, surprise is expressed that the Nihilists should have 

come to England for an agent, when so many Socialists un 
the Continent are competent to work to designs ; the inference 
being that the purpose of an infernal machine would not be 
any argument against the propriety of constructing it in the 
eyes of a Socialist, though such « consideration night have 
the effect of deterring a Birmingham artizan. Surely it 
ought not to be necessary to point out that the two creeds are 
completely distinct. Socialism is a phantasy indeed, but it 
has a definite aim, sympathy with which under certain aspects 
is not absolutely impossible, while its supporters, though 
they are levellers, are not destroyers. A social reorganisa- 
tion, under which the benefits to be derived from capital and 
property should be divided equally among all the members of 
the community, is a programme of Justice dominant, to which 
many a benevolent philosopher has subscribed his declaration 
of faith, and one which all humanity, if only it were not 
human, would accept with acclaim. But the Democrats of 
Germany and Communists of France alike have no feeling 
but one of horror for the Russian revolutionist, His object 
is anarchy and his weapon, crime. He would replace the 
social organization that cxists at present by a system of 
absolute individualism, in which each man’s desire should be 
his own law. Four paragraphs of a Nihilist proclamation, 
seized by the Prussian authorities at Kõuigsberg in 1876, set 
forth the doctrines of the Sect better than any words of ours 
could. They are as follows :— 

§XVI. In the selection of your victims you should only 
allow yourselves to be influenced by the relative use which 
the Revolution would derive from the death of any particular 
person. In the foremost rank of such cases stand those 
people who are most dangerous and injurious to our organisa- 
tion, and whose - sudden and violent death would have the 
effect of terrifying the Government and shaking its power by 
robbing it of energetic nud intelligent servants. 

§XXIII. The only revolation which can remedy the ills 
of the people is that which will tear up every notion of Go- 
vernment by its very roots and which will upset all ranks of 
the Russian Empire with all their traditions. 

§XXIV. Having this object in view, the Revolutionary 
Committee does not propose to subject the people to any 
directing organisation. The futare order of things will 
doubtless originate with the people themselves ; but we must 
leave that to future generations. Our mission is only one of 
uuiversal, relentless and terror-striking destraction. 

§XXVI. The object of our organisation and of our con- 
spiracy is to concentrate all the forces of this world into an 
invincible and all destroying power.* 

It were absolutely inconceivable that such a creed should find 
disciples, did we not know that total freedum from legal and 
moral restraint is the madman’s ideal of happiness. One day 
or another, if needs be, the whole world will anite to take out 
a commission of lunacy against Nihilism, but when that 
time comes, Socialists and Communists will be in no more 
danger of arraignment than Birmiugham watchmakers. 





Speaking of Communists remainds us of the case of Char- 
les Lullier, whose return to Brest from penal servitude last 
December, under the terms of the final amnesty, recalled to 
the memory of the Continental world the Generalissimo of 
the Confederates, and the most original of all tho heroes of 
the Commune. Lullier, once a naval officer of considerable 
promise, was obliged to leave the service on account of his 
incorrigible propensity for duclling, which had led to more 
than one encounter fatal to his opponent. His superiors, we 
are told, would gladly have condoned this failing in consi- 
deration of his well-recognised ability, and of the combined 
energy, skill aud powers of endurance he had proved himself 
to possess, but the man’s invincible propensity to fight on 


* The Nineteenth Century, January, 1880. 
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any and crery occasion, as well as his almost incredible 
vanity, made it impossible to retain him in the service. 
He therefore received his congé, and during his futile attempts 
to obtain some situation or means of livelihood, developed an 
idiosyneracy not imcompatible with pugnacity—drankenness. 
Intelligent, accomplished and humane in his sober unments, 
a little absinth sufficed to render him at once idiotic and 
bratal. In his cups he was no longer recognizable. The 
first of his exploits which attracted public attention occurred 
in the latter days of the Empire. Irritated by an insult of- 
fered to his protector, Jules Favre, by Paul de Cassagnac, lie 
went to the office of the Pays, aud treated the champion of 
the Bonapartists to a lusty chastisement. ‘This performance im- 
mediately brought him into high favour with the opposition. 
Like Mr. Beck’s points, which might never have been dis- 
covered but for the fortunate accident of Joln Halkett’s call, 
Lullicr’s accomplishments were only brought tolight by the 
slaps he aimed at Cassagnac’s facc, and from that moment the 
retired offices became a notoriety, not for his physical prowess 
alone, but also for the abilities he displayed as a speaker at 
the Radical Clubs. After the Commune had taken posses- 
sion of Paris, he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of its 
forces, and in that capacity he met with an “ accident,” 
which, with a refinement of cruclty, Gambetta’s new organ 
the Etoile Francaise, took care to publish in detail on the 
29th of December, the very day of the Communist convict’s 
return from prison. 


On the 23rd of March—so the story rans—Lullier received 
orders to take possession of Mount Saint Valérian, which was 
known to be garrisoned by a very small force. He set out 
with fiftcen hundred men, carrying storming ladders and all 
the necessaries for an cscalade. The fortress was defended 
by cighty wen and it scemed impossible that the commandant 
should entertain any idea of resistance. Probably indeed no 
such unreasonable notion occurred to him until the first sam- 
mons to recapitulate disclosed the fact that Lullier com- 
manded the assaulting colamns. Then certainly the com- 
mandant became hopeful. He at once declared him- 
self ready to negotinte, but only with the “General” in 
person. The drawbridge was let dowu and = Liullier, re- 
splendent in a uniform covered with gould lace, passed the 
fosse, while the drums and trampets sounded the “ general 
quarters.” He was received by the commandant, who has- 
tened to meet him, and saluted him with all the respect due 
to a superior officer. Escorted with no stint of ceremony to 
the council chamber, the leader of the Commune’s forces was 
treated to a long dissertation on the subject of the proposed 
capitalation, and presented at every possible opportunity 
with a glass of absinth, The “ General”—as he was called 
at every second word—was not insensible to all this homage 
and hospitality. He grew very sociable, and drifted away 
from the point at issue to a recital of sandry incidents in his 
own distinguished career as well as to a resume of his future 
plans. The commandant listened with well-feigned admira- 
tion until he saw that the ‘“General’s” frame of mind was 
sufficiently happy, when he proceeded to inform him with 
much simplicity that he could not consent to surrender the 
fort, a3 it would be very undignified for an old soldier, like 
himself, to termiuate his military career by a capitulation. 
lle declared, however, with much emphasis, that so long as 
he was governor there, he would pledge his word of honor to 
observe a strict neutrality, and Lullier expressing himself 
content with this promise, ordered his troops to countermarch. 
Arrived at the Comité Central, he rushed in and proceeded to 
proclaim the result of his mission, lauding with great aplomb 
his own skill asa negotiator. Assi, however, interrapted 
Lim. “The question is not of yourself, citizen,” he said, 
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“but of Mont Valérinn. Why did you not remain in pos- 
session 2"? * Beenuse......- because I have the pardle of the 
Governor—tlhe word of a soldier. I guarantee with my per- 
sou his neutrality.” Assi, infuriated beyond control, drew 
his revolver and fired at Luilier, but fortunately missed his 
man. A terrible tumult ensued ; a free fight in short, which 
ended in the arrest of the “Commander in Chief,” who was 
remanded for trial by Court Martial. On the 8rd of April 
he escaped from Mazas, where he was confined, and put an 
advertisement in the newspapers to the effect that he would 
shoot anyone who attempted to arrest him, and nobody cared 
to test his sincerity. Mont Valerian of course reccived a rein- 
forcement from Versailles, and the rusé old commandant was 
promoted to a position where his parote ceased to be binding. 
Ultimately Lullier was arrested as a Communist and con. 
demned to penal servitude for life, but he refused to put on 
the convicts’ clothes, and it was found necessary to envelope 
him in quilts which were firmly bound round his body with 
cords. In this condition he was conveyed to New Caledonia, 
and daring the whole of his stay there he never left the cell as- 
signed to him, but sat in silence, naked and brooding, a man- 
ner of life which in few years turned his hair snow white and 
changed him into a decrepit old man. 





We have to ackuowledgo the recoipt of the Seismological 
Society's Observation Book, and we should be sincerely 
glad if any words of ours could help to persuade the public 
of the invaluable evidence that might be gradually compiled 
at a very trivial cost of timo and trouble by observing the 
directions now furnished to in us so succinct and conveni- 
ent a form. The subject of earthquakes is one that thrusts 
itself upon our notice after a fashion more imperative than 
agrecable. These villainous visitors refuse to be slut out or 
ignored, aud moreover, unlike the fox in tho ſablo, acquaint- 
auce in their case has anything but the effect of softening 
prejudice. The more we see of them the less we like them, 
and if auy body of scientific geutimen are willing to spend 
their leisure hours in the observation and investigation of 
such ill-favored phenomena, it seems but a small return that 
we should devote to recording our impressions a tiny fraction 
of the time we waste in detailing them to one another 
afterwards. The public must help in this matter. The 
great desideratum is a concensus of testimony, aud if few 
of us have either the leisare or the ability to be scientific 
observers, we are certainly not incompetent to carry out the 
instructions contained in this Observation Book. The 
Society indeed has made to the commanity an appeal of the 
most practical and imperative description. Which of us 
will be content to say six months hence that we have kept 
this delightfully concise aud handy little volume lying unused 
among waste papers or other literary lumber, thus shewing 
ourselves absolutely indifferent to one of the mest interesting 
questions now before the scientific world, while our neigh- 
bours, perbaps,have regularly filled in the seven short columns 
set before them by the Seismologists, and so helped (0 
accelerate the’ discoveries that must soon reward patient 
science? We can fancy that the reccipt of this volume 
will produce n little moral friction here and there. Some 
of our friends will chafe secretly at such a tyyraunical addi- 
tion to their already overhelming obligations, nod perhaps 
in & moment of anjust wrath, anathematize the scicntis!s 
who, never sparing themselves, are 80 presump!ieus — = 
chink that others may sumetimes be uuseltishly industrious. 
To such pottish persons we desire to predict, that by sf 
lowing the Seismological Society’s counsel, they wil 
providing a source not merely of information for the vo t 
but of appreciable pleasure for themselves. The — 
of an earthquake will cease to be an unslloy 
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ill. It will be invested with a new interest. Our Observa- | nature of their offence together with the particulars of any damage 


tion Books will become journals, not of the fugitive aimless 
character described by Bacon, but of practical value and 
universal benefit. We shall have something sensible to 
discuss after our curios Lave been broken and our chimnies 
cracked, and it is not inconceivable that after a time we 
may get quite as impatieut for the coming of a good pro- 
testant “shake” as the scieutific folk who make earthquake- 
clocks their toys and seismographs their bed-fellows. For 
ourselves we have watched the Seismological Society's 
able, honest and untiring Jabours with keen interest, and we 
shall take good care thatno unpardonable indolence of our 
own shall invalidate this their now departure, or give the 
world occasion to say that we neglected our opportunities aud 
refused to be useful with less trouble to ourselves than to 
those who have now pointed out to us tho path so distinctly. 





Considered in connexion with the not impossible coutin- 
gency that we may all be one day subject to Japanese juris- 
diction, any new Government enactments seem worthy of 
record aud perusal. For this reason we propose in future to 
give a place in the columns of this journal to such legislative 
changes of importance as may occur from time to time. We 
have already noted the establishment of a corps of gendarmes 
for service in Tokiyo, and explained that the city is to be 
divided into six districts with an allotment of two hundred 
gendarmes to each. The total strength of the corps is now 
fixed at 1618 of all ranks, viz., one Lieut. Colonel, nine 
Captains, 25 subaltern officers, 383 N. C. officers and 1,200 
privates, which force is to be organized immediately for 
Tokiyo, and subsequently, with suitable modifications of 
strength, for all the other chief towns. ‘Ihe Regulations, 
issued ou the 11th inst. with subsequent amendments are 
as follows. | 


Art. 1.—The Gendarmes will form a part of the Army. Their duties 
will be to patrol the streets and be on the alert; to keep a look out 
for any soldier or sailor who may misconduct himeelf; to perform 
the general duties of civil police, and to carry out the instructions 
of the three Departments of Home Affairs, Navy, and Justice, for 
the better maintenance of order and tranquillity. The Regulations 
relating to their duties in time of foreign wars or rebellion will be 
hereafter promulgated. : 

Art. 2.—Gendarmes will be organized in every Military Division 
of the Empire and stationed in all towns and Prefectares. 

Art. 3.—In matters relating to the maintenance of military 
Sry Ye — — will — — subject to or — 
of Army and Navy Departments, in matters of executive police they 
will be under the control of the Home Office, and in matters of 
judicial police under that of the Department of Justice. 

Art. 4.—The Gendarmes will further receive orders relating to 
the discharge of their duties from the Superintendent-General of 
Police, as well as from all Governors (except the Governor of 
pekiye"), Prefects and public Prosecutors of the Superior and 

arte. 


Art. 5.—The relations between the Gendarmes an the command- 
ant of the Military Division within which they are stationed to be 
— — by the provisions of arts. 19 and 20 of the “ Garrison 
Regulations.” 


Art.6.—The ordinary duties of the Gendarmes will be of two 
natures, viz, patrolling the atreeta by day and night and marching 
out to search for or arrest criminals. 

Art. 7.—At the request of an officer of the Police Administration 
ora policeman, the Gendarmes will assist, or if necessary take the 
Place of a policeman, and the police will similarly obey any requisi- 
tion from the Gendarmes. 

Art. 8.—If while patrolling the Gendarmes meet with policemen 
arresting soldiers or sailora who have committed offences, they are to 
Pian and deal with the offender. If on the other hand the Gen- 

armes observe civilians violating the Police regulations, they will 
arrest the offender and hand him over to the Pulice. - , 
— 9.—If while patrolling, the Gendarmes observe persons in 
the act of committing offences other than those contemplated by 
—— regulations, they vill arrest them at once whether 
ns Or militarymen. 
rt. 10.---The Gendarmes will arrest soldiers or sailors who have 

— — on receipt of an order from an officer of the Army or Navy. 
— 11.—The Gendarmes will arrest immediately all soldiers or 
of Ors whom they observe drunk, on furlough, or committing acte 
me Violence, whether in the streets or in places of public entertain- 

nt, or intimidating people, or sush as are yuilty of any mis- 
oe cae outside the bounds of their barracks. They will convey 

offenders to their respective campe or barrasks, and report the 


J — — 
Gen, of pollen iy» all police affairs are under the immoilate contrel of the Supt- 


Google 





or less sustained thereby. 

Art. 12.—Should the offenders be <o numerous that the arrest of 
their whole number is impossible. efforts will be made to eecare 
the ringleaders. 

Art. 13.—In the event of Agrarian Disturbances. the Gendarmes 
will make an accurate investigation of the circumstances, and will 
at once take steps to ascertain and report the unmbers aud names 
of the conspirators. . 

Art. 14.—On occasion of fires or floods the Gendarmes will render 
every assistance to the sufferers, will take steps to prevent robbery 
and outrage, and will keep watch over the places to which reserved 
articles may have been transported. ? 

Art. 15.—In the event of sudden deaths the Gendarmes will take 
immediate steps for the disposal Kc. of the body. They will also 
give assistance to aged or infirm persons. to those attacked by 
sudden illness or exposed to danger, as well as to lunaties. women 
and children. 

Art. 16.—The Gendarmes must not enter private houses to arrest 
people or seize property unless furnished with a proper warrant. 

Art. 17.—The Gendarmes are forbidden to make ase of their arms 
in arresting persone, except in cases of violent resistance not other- 
wise manageable, or when the offender is committing an act of a 
dangerous character. 

Art. 18.—No matter what may be the nature of the offence com. 
mitted, if the offender is within the compound of a foreign lega- 
tion or of a foreign envoy's residence, the Gendarmes are not allow- 
ed to enter and arrest him. In such a case they will keep watch 
round the compound, and send notice at once to the nearest station. 

Art. 19.—Any Gendarmes guilty of a violation of the regulations 
or other Offence, will be reprimanded or dealt with under to the 
provisions of the “ Army Correction Regulations ” —— the 
nature of his crime. Offences not included in the itary 
Discipline Orders will, however, be exceptions to this rale. | 


Art. 241.—N. B. The following provisions represent minimum 
— and will not therefore constitute a claim to promo- 
tion &c. 

The Gendarmes will be recruited from the Imperial Guard, the 
Standing Forces, the Reserve or Local Keserves, and their qualica- 
tions will be as follows. (1) Age from 22 to 30, and height 5 feet or 
upwards. (2) They must he able toread and write. (3) They must 
have given proofs of steadiness and good conduct. 

art, 3.—30. 31. 32. 33. & 34. The Lieut. -Colonel in command will 
have supreme control at Head Quarters, will issue all orders, and exer- 
cise general supervision kc. He will be guided in the discharge of his 
duties by the requisitions of all Government officials with whom 
he may be in correspondence. He will furnish immediate reports 
of anything unusual to the Ministers of the Home, Army and 
Judicial Department and to the Superintendent General of Police. 
He is empowered to demaud the assistance of Garrison troops in case 
of need and in unusual emergeucied. H ewill receive reports from 
Captains Commanding companies and compiling them with his 
own each month, will forward them, according to the nature of the 
— to the Ministers for Home Affairs, Justice, the Navy, the 

y &e. 

The remaining regulations as well as thove omitted above, relate 

to promotion aid interior economy. 





What a pity it is that automorphism caunot be eliminated 
from the list of literary characteristics, and that in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred it shoald be x matter of utter impos- 
sibility for any social observer to avoid expressing his 
neighbours’ thoughts and motives in terms of his own! At 
astronomical observatories and other places where great 
accuracy both in watching aud registering phenomena is 
required, it has long been acknowledged that the only 
thoroughly unreliable mechanism is that of the observer 
himself, and accordingly, even as a correction for parallax or 
refraction is applied to an instrumental reading, so the per- 
sonal error of euch living machine is ascertained and allowed 
for in the result of its performances. We can imagine no 
more excellent achievement of scientific legislation than oue 
which would make similar provision for submitting every 
public writer to some process fur determining the exuet index 
of his automorphic proclivity. Thus, at the head of each 
leading article or editorial note in the daily journals, an un- 
obtrasive little fraction might appear—neatly incorporated 
perbaps in an ornamental initial letter, or disposed after the 
fashion of an sesthetic monogram—so that a siniple 
arithmetical process would enable readers to detennine, 
with tolerable accuracy, what portion of the matter set 
before them was to be regarded as reliable, and what to 
be dismissed as the outcome of class, political or emotional 
bias. Sach « newspaper modulus, showing the relation 
between the mass of matter and the molecule of vera- 
city, would be of incalculable convenience to the public, 
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and largely beneficial to a certain class of journalists who, 
with an infinity of honest intention, are yet 60 curiously con- 
stituted that they are unable to distinguish between the 
promptings of prejudice and the dictates of conscience. One 
can fancy too that for another class the index of credit might 
assume the form of a fraction with cipher for its numerator, 
but to pursue this part of the hypothesis further were obvi- 
ously unwise. Let us rather content ourselves with record- 
ing the experience of Pantagruel and his companions in the 
Land of Satin, leaving the application of the allegory to be 
suggested by the occasion. ‘“ While we were looking up and 
down to find some more substantial food, we heard a loud 
various noise, like that of paper-mills, or women bucking of 
linen : so with all speed we went to the place whence the noise 
came, where we found a diminutive, monstrous, misshapen old 
fellow, called Hear-ssy. His mouth was slit up to his ears, and 
in it were seven tongues, each of them cleft into seven parts. 
However he chattered, tattled and prated with all the seven at 
once, of different matters and in divers languages. He had 
as many ears al] over his head and the rest of his body, as 
Argus formerly had eyes ; and was as blind asa beetle and 
had the palsy in his legs. About him stood an innumerable 
number of men and women gaping, listening and hearing 
very intensely ; among them I observed some who strutted 
like crows in a gutter, and principally a very handsome bodied 
man in the face, who held them a map of the world, and 
with little aphorisms compendiously explained everything to 
them ; so that these men of happy memories grew learned in 


These remarks were to the effect that Mr. Bair had denied 
to Dr. Leibscher cognizance of. letter addressed by Dr. 
Naumaun to Vice Minister Shinagawa, requesting the dis- 
missal of Dr. Leibscher, which letter Dr. Leibscher described 
as having passed through Mr. Bair’s hands into those of 
H. I. G. M. Consul Zappe. Mr. Bair, however, took no 
notice of these reports, and would no doubt suffered have the 
matter to rest there, had it not transpired that his silence 
was openly construed by Dr. Leibscher into an evidence of 
his inability to deny the imputation. It was then that legal 
proceedings were unavoidably taken, and the Judgment, 
though unfavorable to Mr. Bair, turned rather upon a ques- 
tion of terms than on the merits of the case, as will be seen 
from the clause in which the finding is based upon the 
consideration” that the Article 186, could not be considered 
applicable to the case, because the statements of the wit- 
nesses did not indicate the affirmation of facts calculated 
to render the complainant contemptible or to lower him in 
public estimation.” We fancy, however, that the judgment 
was nota matter of much moment to Mr. Bair compared 
with his desire to give publicity to his contradiction of the 
action ascribed to him by Dr. Leibscher. 





On the 16th inst. was commenced the preparation of the 
site for the Imperial Palace inside the castle enclosure. 
The style of the building will be purely Japanese and 
skilled artificers have been summoned from Kiyoto to carry 
out the details. Mr. Yoshii, Assistant Vice-Minister of the 


a trice, and would most fluently talk with you of « world of Department of Public Works, is charged with the ; 


prodigious things, the hundredth part of which would take 
up a man’s whole life to be fully known. I am much mis- 
taken if I did not see among them Heroditas, Pliny, Solinus 
etc., and forty cartloads of other modern historians, lurking 
behind a piece of tapestry, where they were at it, ding-dong, 
privately scribbling the Lord knows what, and making rare 
work of it, and all by hearsay.” 





The faneral of the late Emperor of Russia will take place 
to-morrow (Sunday). No further particulars as to the as- 
gassination have yet been received, nor is the reported arrest 
of one of the murderers confirmed, but this of course was 
not to be expected. We understand that the telegram sent 
by the Japanese Minister at St. Petersburg to the Foreign 
Office in Tokiyo, spoke of the bombs as having been thrown 
from the window of a house, and iudeed it is difficult to 
conceive what other plan the assassins could have adopted. 
His Majesty the Mikado is said tohave been much distressed 
at the intelligence, By his command the Court and all the 
Government officials of high rank went into mourning from 
the 14th to the 21st instant, and the nobles have postponed 
sine die a performance of private theatricals which had long 
been in process of preparation and were to have been carried 
out on a scale of exceptional magnificence. 





The published reports of the case Bair v. Leibscher, 
lately heard in the German Consulate, are of such a 
roeagre nature that the public is scarcely in a position to 
arrive nt a just judgment. The facts we believe are simply 
these. Towards the close of last year Dr. Leibscher had some 
difficulties with Dr. Naumann, foreign Director of the 
Geological Bureau, and, in the issue, the former goutlowan 
was removed from his post. So faras Mr. Bair was con- 
cerned, his connection with the affair consisted altogether 
in an attempt to smooth away the friction which had beeu 
set up and to bring about a reconciliation. It subsequently 
came to Mr. Bair’s ears that Dr. Leibscher had made some 
remarks reflecting on his, Mr. Bair’s, conduct in the affair. 


Google 


superintendence, Near the well-known entrance to the 
Fukiage Park, on the side of the British Legation, will 
be constructed a separate building for the reception of 
foreign guests. The material employed for this structare 
will be the stone called Komatz, a description of granite, 
and the design will perhaps be borrowed from plans 
formerly furnished by Mr. Chastel de Boinville for the 
palace itself, before the idea of adopting the Europeans 
style thoroughout was abandoned. That the outcome 
will be creditable under such circumstances is exceedingly 
problematical. We have before our eyes ample evidence of 
the abortions resulting from wanton mutilation of designs 
furnished by competent foreign architects, and one must 
needs be very sanguine to expect that anything but a mont 
trosity can result from the sacrifice of scientific experience 
to ignorant temerity. We should like to see this buildiog 
secured against a similar fate, for its purpose and position 
render it an object of more than common interest, and we 
strongly recommend that its design should be entrusted to 
the architect of the Permanent Museum at the Uyeno 
Exhibition, rather than abandoned to the vagaries of men who, 
with an abundance of good intention, labour under the dis- 
advantage of an absolute lack of qualification. 





The much talked of proposal for constructing a harbour 
within the line of Forts at Tokiyo is again prominently 
before the public. The scheme has already given rise (0 
frequent discussions at the Municipal assembly, but as DO 
decision had been pronounced, au extraordivary meeting 
was lately convened to consider the prospects of the under- 
taking. The worthy citizens who were required to give 
judgment did not, however, find themselves sufficiently 
fortified with either science or statistics. They confined 
themselves very seusible to a declaration that if the work 
was really practicable, it could not fail to benefit the trade 
of Tokiyo largely, and indirectly that of Japan. This hes 
proved sufficient to revive the energies of those who pro 
mote the affair, and a survey of the ground will be 00 
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menced, it is said, ino few days. Not being ns yet possessed | other officials of the Foreign office. ‘Truly, we shall presently 
of the details of the scheme, wo shall be content witl lose our identity altogether if these vendors of moonshine 


endorsing the hypothetical verdict of the Municipality. are bent upon disposing our yoings and comings after their 


own fantasy, and employing our persons with or without 
justification as padding for their journalistic chasms. 





The rate of interest on deposits in the Post Office Savings 
Bank has lately been increased to seven per cent per 
annum. Apparently the financial tempest is begiuning to Writing for uewspapers is an employment that finds its 
ruffle the calm of other regions besides the exchange shops. | Prototype in the pastime provided by Pharoah for the Chil- 
dren of Israel. Not only have the bricks to be made but 

The Treasury budgets of late years have shewn a con-|the straw has also to be procured. In ‘Tokiyo there are 
stantly increasing teadency to thrift. Each new statement | ™#"Y diligent searchers for straw. Morally they are about 
seems to have reached the verge of feasible economy, and|"® respectable as the rag-robbers, who go about with hooded 
the last especially was of such o nature that some were heads and a long pair of prebensile chop-sticks 3 practically 
disposed to accuse its provisious of precipitancy. The same they are even less discriminate. They will pick up any- 
omens, however, that preceded previous reductions are thing, and when nothing is to be found they will collect dirt. 
again beginning to appear in the firmament of Finance, and They are paid by the item, neither is glory inaccessible, for 
it will not surprise us much to see another exodus of |'f the catalogue of odds and euds they amass attains » cer- 
foreign employés and fresh reductions in Departmental tain limit, their names are posted ia places conspicnons to 
allotments of a medium bearing to bullion the ratio of one their confréres. The intellige * they farnish is therefore 
— an index of their own gains and is occasionally true, by 
accideut. They are called “Tambo-nin,” and European 
reporters are not a patch upon them. 











At the last meeting of a certain scientific society, a well- 


known political economist, in spenking of the effect likely! Jtis not always convenient to possess the best bank-notes 
to be produced on the Society’s funds by a proposed change |in the market. A gentleman who had been disporting bim- 
of subscription from silver to satz, stated with melancholy | ,.i¢ with more mirth than morality, » few evenivgs ago, 
emphasis that paper had by no menns reached the Inferno | tendered in payment of his bill a buodle of the new pattern 


of its downward progress. Could not our Yokobama paper money. His landlord, not being well posted in finan- 
Punch persuade the two notables of his late inimitable car-| .:.) “discoraed  forece tnlthe vecy 
toon, to extend the scope of their “vasy lessons in finance,”’ 


é act of attering base coin, and accordingly hastened off to the 
and let the public see behind the veil that conceals the nearest police station where he lodged a formal accusation. 
course of the currency from uninitiated eves ? It does not appear, however, that he received the reward 
promised to successful informers. 








The number of articles sold at the Uyeno Exhibition 
from the 15th to the 2lst instant amounts to 7,311, the| It is ramoured that Mr. Matsuda, now Governor of 
aggregate value being 138,889 yen, of which 1,984 yen | Tokiyo, will shortly be promoted to the Senate and that 
represents the share of foreign purchasers, his place will be filled by Mr. Shishido, lately Minister for 
Japan at Pekin. The change seems scarcely likely, but we 

The total number of visitors to the Exhibition at Uyeuo|4o not at any rate anticipate Mr. Shishido’s retura to 
from the Ist to the 15th was sixty five thousand seven * 
hundred and thirty four. More than twelve thousand were 
admitted last Sunday (20th). 








We have to acknowledge the receipt of a Handbook for 
Central and Northern Japan by Messrs. Satow and Haves, 


— but we defer our review of the work until it is placed in 
The new Kinsatz, both in size and quality of paper, are 2 the booksellers’ hands, which will, we believe, be tho case 
decided improvement on their predecessors, bat the Empress by the Ist prox. 


Jingd Kégu’s pretty face makes one quite sad to think that — 

the portrait of such a charming person should command so} We acknowledge the receipt, from the Statistical Depart- 
little appreciation. At the same time it would be iuterest-|ment of the Chiuese Imperial Muritime Customs, of the 
ing to know whether Japanese ladies in the second century | Customs Gazette for the quarter eudiag December 81st, 
hada Grecian type of features, divided their hair down the | 1881. 

middle, and wore massive necklaces. 














COREA AND THE AMUR. 

The idea of manufacturing iron rails in Japan was lately — 

entertained at the Foundry in Ozaka, and estimates T= Ocesterreichische Monatechrift fiir der Orient con- 
showing the cost of the necessary machinery &c. procured tains a very interesting article from the pen of Herr 
from abroad. The project has, however, been abaudoned |, yon Nasackin on the subject of the Russian territories on 
for the Present, as it was found thata very large saving |). Pacific Ocean. It appears that a certain M. Skalkow 
could be effected by importing the rails from England or ski, having been lately deputed by the Gov — t of * 
— A similar conclusion might be advautagedusly Gece to travel in this region and examine its conditi — 
ormed in suudry other caves also, we suspect. Lee Fardiahed @ report by no means satisfactory Zz 


The Newsmougers of Tokiyo are beginning to fabricate describes the state of the east Siberian coast, throughout 
the Most circumstantial and unblushing falsehoods. Accord- = ene oe — trade stagnation and 
ing to their latest budget His — M. de Struve, indeed of almost complete desolation. The inhabitants 
H.LR.M. Minister—who, we need scarcely say, is still in |CODSi8t for the most part of Government employés and 
Tokiyo ana has no iutention whatever of leaving Japan— military men, who so far from feeling any interest in the 
— Out for Europe on the 2lst inst. and was accompanied welfare of their stations are principally busied with de- 

the Rail way Terminus at Shiobashi by Mr. Uyeno and | vices to escape from so uncomfortable an exile. Natura) 
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disudvautages are no doubt to a great extent answerablo 
for all this, but the more proximate causes scem to be 
absolute ignorance and indifference as to the most suitablo 
means of promoting industry and trade, or, to speak more 
correctly, of creating them. Under existing circumstances 
it is impossible to develop the navigation of the coast. 
The Russian territories remain in a state of unchanging 
isolation, and their relations with neighbouring countries 
are not more intimate than they would bo if no such 
countries existed at all. It results that the prices of the 
most necessary articles are exorbitantly high. The fol- 
lowing, for example, are some of the quotations in Wiladi- 
wostock :—a liter of milk, 50 kopekes ; a cord of firewood, 
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Perhaps the greatest obstacle to prosperity is to be found 
in the fact that horned cattle, sheep, horses and other 
domestic animals are exceedingly scarce in the Amur 
provinces, while in Sagalin they are not to be found at all. 
The Russian Government has not been blind to this de- 
ficiency. Knowing well that such animals are essential 
to the existence of a stable population, the authorities at 
St. Petersburg made an effort some twenty years ago to 
furnish the colonists with cattle and horses from Europe. 
The attempt, however, proved a failure for two reasons : 
it was on too small a scale, and the transport arrangements 
were 80 inefficient that the stock arrived in « miserable 
condition and most of the beasts ultimately perished. 


18 roubles ; a kilogr. of candles, 65 kopekes; 2 kilogr. of/ Nevertheless there were no insuperable difficulties to be 


salt meat, 45 kopekes ; 100 Ibs. raw iron, 24 roubles ; 1 Ib. 
of tobacco, 7 kopekes ; and 100 Ibs. of hay, 1.80 roubles. 
On the Amur a pack-horse of the very worst description 
costs upwards of 100 roubles, while in other parts beasts 
of burden are not to be obtained at any price. Rye-flour, 
although one of the most important articles of consump- 
tion among the colonists, cannot be brought at all to the 
market of Wladiwostock. Its price is absolutely prohibi- 
tive. In the main the articles imported are such as have 
failed to obtain purchasers in the harbours of Europe and 
Asia. Among the exports one of the most important is 
sea-kale, considerable quantities of which are used by the 
Chinese and Japanese. In Sagalin there are a good 
number of rich coal mines, which are, however, but little 
worked. They are leased by the Russian Government to 
the Sagalin Navigation Company, which is now on the 
verge of bankruptcy. Here again scarcity of labour is the 
chief difficulty; difficulty which might be overcome, 
in the case of the mines at any rate, by employing the 
convicts, of whom about a tenth part aid in the extraction 
of the coal, while the remainder lead a life of lazy inactivity. 
In Wladiwostock the want of hands is felt even more keenly. 
Chinese are imported at very high wages to supply the 
deficiency, but this at best can be nothing more than a 
palliative. M. Skalkowski is of opinion that sufficient 
attention is not paid to Kamtchatka, where valuable fish- 
eries, especially of the whale, might be established, as has 
already been done by several English companies. Above 
all he urges the necessity of establishing commercial rela- 
tions with Corea, for the latter being essentially an agri- 
cultural country, could furnish the Siberian coast with 
grain and receive in exchange the products of Russian 
manufacturies. 

In reveiwing this report, Herr von Nasackin is of opinion 
that if any improvement in the trade of the East-Russian ter- 
ritories is to be permanent, it must find its genesis in a nor- 
mal developement of colonization. The condition of those 
emigrants brought from European Russia to the Amur, 
Ussuri, Sagalin &c., is, he considers, in the highest degree 
precarious. Twenty-seven years have elapsed since the 
Russians first took possession of the Amur and Ussuri 
territories, and during that time the number of colonists, 
so far from increasing, has sensibly decreased. This 
decrease lias been especially notable of late years. In 
1878 and 79 a large number of emigrants made their way 
home to European Russia, and there has been no corres- 
ponding immigration, nor does there seem to be any 
probability of improvement in this respect until the 
conditions of life in these remote regions are altered. 
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overcome. Quite the contrary. The extensive territory 
of the Transbaikal, whose steppes swarm with horned 
cattle, is not at an excessive distance from Amur. Animals 
could have been obtained from that district at cheap rates 
and without much inconvenience of transport. Driven 
from Zuruchaitsui through Manchuria to Blagoschtscheusk, 
they might have been shipped thence in steamers or on 
rafts, advantage being taken of vessels descending the river, 
which are generally obliged to load ballast in default of 
cargo. 

That this lack of cattle is the chief impediment to the 
prosperity of Russia's Pacific territories, is demonstrated 
by the fact that those colenists of the Amur provinces who 
were supplied atthe outset with a sufficiency of farm 
stock, are now fairly prosperous and shew no inclination to 
return westward, while those who were not so supplied, 
have almost invariably made their way back, -ather than 
endure the privations and miseries contingent upon a 
longer stay. If a farmer without horses and cattle is 
helpless in European Russia, how much more must this 
be the case in the sparsely inhabited regions of East- 
Siberia! No industry can compete with such adverse 
conditions, and it is the duty of the Central Government, 
as well as the local authorities, to provide a remedy with 
all speed. 

These opinions of Herr von Nasackin cannot fail to 
carry considerable weight with them, coming as they do 
from one whose claims to be heard with attention are 
admitted by all Europe. The remedy he points out may 
perhaps recommend itself to the Government of the Czar, 
though to us its appplication seems essentially a matter 
for private enterprise. This, however, as a mere question 
of detail, does not much concern us at present. What we 
desire to emphasize is the fact that Russia’s attention is 
actively directed to the condition of her colonies on the 
Pacific coast, and that an official, specially despatched to 
examine the circumstances of those colonists, has furnished 
his Government with a report which will necessitate either 
speedy interference, or resignation to the ultimate extinction 
of colonial existence in those regions. To anticipate the 
latter contingency would be to ignore Russia’s previous 
history. Semel pro semper is the motto of her Asiatic policy. 
Where she plants her foot, there she stands immovable, 
quick indeed to advance if advance be possible, but slow, 
very slow to recede. Her rumoured retrocession of Kuldja 
may perhaps be urged in contradiction of this estimate, but 
those who hold such a view will do well to remember that 
the Pamir is almost entirely under her sway, and that this 
as a point d’appui for future aggression in the direction of 
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China, is not a whit less advantageously situated than the 
ceded region. We need not be at all afflicted with Russo- 
phobia to recognise that self- aggrandizement is a ruling 
element of the great autocratic empire's present constitu- 
tion. The Russia of modern times has been well defined 
as a compound of three distinct factors : the Emperor, the 
people and the official, aristocratic and military class. On 
the former two we have learned of late to look with altered 
eyes. During along reign Alexander the Second’s acts 
amply justified the epitaph already by universal consent 
inscribed over his tomb. A just and philanthropic ruler, 
he achieved for his countrymen triumphs of peaceful legis- 
lation, which, however unfortunate their outcome has been 
in one direction, are appreciated and applauded by the 
whole civilized world to-day. Neither does justice permit 
us to disparage the qualities of the Russian people. They 
are, as Mr. Gladstone says, ‘a peaceful and submissive 
race, whose courage in the field is that of a determined 
and uncalculating obedience.” It is impossible to suppose 
that the lust of territorial aggrandizement has much 
influence upon their life of rural domesticity, or that such 
a sentiment endures any serious comparison with the 
unusually hard citcumstances of their daily struggle for 
existence. It is from the third factor, from the aristocratic 
class, that the aggressive policy which characterizes Rus- 
sia’s attitude towards the outer world, emanates. The 
story of our own past tells us plainly enough what are the 
natural tendencies of this class, and social conditions in 
the empire of the Czar are certainly not calculated to 
mitigate those tendencies. The time will come no doubt— 
_ perhaps even now it is not far distant—when the forces of 
the great northern nation will cease to be at the disposal of 
this disturbing motor, which has so often proved itself per- 
nicious to the peace of the world, and to the rights of other 
countries. Meanwhile, however, it would be stultifying our- 
selves willfully to look for any retrogression or avoidable 
pause in Russia's progress. Towards the Kuen-lun mounta- 
ins on the one side, towards Yezo on the other, she has push- 
od out the two lateral feelers which always precede her cen- 
tral advance, and in the condition of her Pacific Colonies 
she will assuredly find a pretext for the southward stride 
she 1s even now, we believe, meditating. It would be as 
absurd to fancy that the twenty millions of roubles she has 
spent in the deserts of the Turkoman steppes were des- 
tined entirely to promote quixotic objects, as to expect that 
she will content herself now with driving cattle from the 
Transbaikal to stock the farms of her Amur emigrants. 
Even supposing the German economist’s suggestion car- 
ried out, there would still remain Mr. Skalkowski’s firm 
and probably not unwelcome ultimatum—the necessity of 
establishing commercial relations with Corea. How long 
will Russia hesitate to follow this advice ? If she has the 
example of one nation’s failure to deter her, she has that 
of another’s success to encourage her. Japan is now 
firmly established at Fusan, and every month brings rosier 
accounts of the trade her merchants are carrying on there. 
It is true that their presence is little more than tolerated, 
and that they retain their footing less by acknowledged 
right than by patient unobtrusiveness, but these details 
will not give Russia much concern nor invalidate her claim 
to similar indulgence. ‘That she would have any serious 
difficulty in establishing such a claim, or that the result 
Would be injurious to the cause of humanity, no one can 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





333 


pretend to think, for though her title to be called a true 
representative of Western civilization rests on a somewhat 
slender basis, the limit of her capabilities as a reformer 
lies very far indeed beyond a Chinese or Corean standard. 
Still we cannot contemplate the prospect of her establish- 
ment in Corea with indifference. ‘Ihe Muscovite bear— 
to use a slightly hackneyed simile—with one paw on Saga- 
lin and the other on the Manchurian promontory, would 
have more within his reach both eastward and westward 
than seems quite consistent with the prudence his preda- 
tory disposition prescribes, and since the contingency 
appears by no means remote, it were well that those most 
concerned should begin to regard it with less indifference. 
To pursue the subject further here were an idle task. 











THE NICARAGUAN CANAL AND GENERAL 
GRANT. 
S° long as British commerce shall extend its thou- 
sand mighty limbs over the surface of the globe, and 
the British mercantile marine shall be the principal vehicle 
of transport not only of the people and produce of Eng. 
land’s empire but of the trade and travel of every other 
commercial country, so long will the opening of new 
highways by land and water be of more importance to 
British statesmen and merchants than to those of any 
foreign state. The question of a ship-canal, connecting 
through the immense isthmus which joins North and 
South America, the two oceans of the world, is to England 
of as great moment now as was that of the piercing of the 
Suez barrier twenty years ago; and unless the final 
catastrophe which is to prepare the surface of this sphere 
for a new-genesis, should in the meanwhile whelm the 
present race of man and his inventions, the Atlantic and 
Pacific will, ere many lustres have passed, be conjoined by 
a grander and more permanent link than that which 
unites the floods of European and Asiatic continents. 
The new enterprise, over whichever line of the extensive 
area available it may be conducted, under whatever 
auspices it may be undertaken, has special interest for all 
residents in this region, where British trade and shipping 
so largely predominate; and where indigenous peoples, 
under the impulse of a newly learned civilization, are 
heartily and with laudable energy striving to found an 
external commerce of their own. As regards England, 
it matters little by whom the work is done, provided it be 
actually executed. An association composed principally 
of French and Egyptian actionists effected M. de Lesseps’ 
grand Suez scheme. General Grant's anxiety that none 
but United States citizens should have art or part in the 
consummation of the new inter-oceanic junction, and that 
the Government of the Great Republic should have sole 
control over the operations while in progress and the traftic 
of the waterway when perfected, is probably without sufii- 
cient ground in reasonable presience ; but we must remen- 
ber that Americans like to hear, occasionally, a declamation 
or an argument on the ‘“‘ Monroe doctrine.” The appli- 
cation of that famous theory to his subject by no means 
detracts from the practical value of an article recently 
contributed, by the ex-President, to the able columus of 
the North American Revietr. 
Tie great idea which, we may hope, is now to develdp 
into fact, was born on a glorious September day in 1513, 


334 








when the daring Conquistador Balboa, at the head of his 
handful of adventurers, reached the Isthmian summits 
whence he saw the gleam of that vast western ocean 
whereof he had heard at Darien, and to reach which he 
braved all perils and pains, existent and imaginary. Those 
terrible pionecrs,—Spanish, Portugese, Italian, Dutch, 
and English,—of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, were, 
in many now unthought of respects, the real fathers of our 
modern science and progress. Ouly fifteen years after 
Balboa’s discovery, and eleven after his judicial murder 
at Santa Maria, an interpontine aqueduct, joining the 
bays of Darien and Panama, was loudly advocated by en- 
thusiastic scientists and treasure-seekers. A similar pro- 
ject was doubtless part of the vision of William Paterson, 
when he founded his luckless colony in 1695. Not much 
more than a hundred years later Alexander von Humboldt, 
wandering among the Cordilleras, foresaw the inevitable 
connection. Probably one great impediment to the hither- 
to fruition of a scheme of so much importance, has been 
‘the preconception that the shortest route must even- 
tually be selected ; and hence engineers have been con- 
fronted with difficulties, not of themselves insuperable—a 
word unknown in modern dynamics—but requiring an 
outlay which might never be repaid. The nearest way 
is not always the easiest or the shortest to travel: it is 
certainly not always the best and cheapest to construct. 
Until the recent agitation of Mr. de Lesseps and his 
French coterie, it appeared virtually decided that the State 
of Nicaragua should be traversed by aship canal, advantage 
being taken of the San Juan River and the Lake of Nica- 
ragua. The distance between ocean and ocean is 181 
miles: The facilities already offered for water-traject 
would reduce the length of the actual artificial bed to 
about sixty-two miles. General Grant now appears as an 
advocate for some one interoceanic channel, and strongly 
recommends that the Nicaraguan track be the one adopted. 
While there can be no doubt that the consummated 
undertaking would be of incalculable benefit to the United 
States, the conveniences that it must afford to other na- 
tions are scarcely less momentous. There are more pro- 
ducing districts than those of the North American con- 
federacy, on the American shores of the Pacific ; and hosts 
of consumers in Europe have an interest in procuring 
their trans-Atlantic purchases at reduced prices and in 
shortened time. As General Grant himself remarks, 
tho States of North and South America lying along the 
Pacific furnish in large abundance those commodities 
which are constantly supplied with markets in almost 
every country of Europe.” Chili alone exports eustward, 
annually, four hundred thousand tons of freight (at least 
two-thirds of which go to Great Britain) ; which four mil- 
lion tons of freight—we take the author’s own estimate— 
also find their way eastward from the Pacific Slope in 
the course of the year. A quarter of this cargo 
consists of grain from California and Oregon, and 
is shipped almost exclusively tc British ports for con- 
sumption or distribution. Indeed, the same remark 
may apply to the majority of the merchandize referred 
to. This state of trade, and the comparative value of 
the tonnage in which the goods are conveyed, have, 
perhaps, no connection with the proposition of Mr. James 
Monroe; but it is questionable whether that astute, if 
ambitious, President would have dreamed of carrying his 
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policy to the lengths suggested by his illustrious suc- 


cessor. This gentleman computes that ‘the trade of 
Australia and the remote East Indias” (Query :—the 
remote East?) ‘bound to Great Britain . . . would un- 
doubtedly add one million tons to the freight seeking a 
passage through the canal.” In connection with the 
contraction of the distances between various terminal 
points, a few places are mentioned with which British 
commerce is neither small nor indirect, and where British 
influence is not a thing of nothing or of yesterday. Thus, 
the canal would diminish some lines of traject as follows :— 
New York-Hongkong, by 5,870 miles: New York-Yoko- 
hama, by 6,980 miles: Liverpool-San Francisco, by 6,065 
miles: Liverpool-Callao, by 4,874 miles. 

Our author enumerates briefly some of the principal 
objections to the Panama route. Among others is the 
increased length of passage between New York and the 
ports on the west coast of the United States. Such 
objection is equally valid as regards the great centres of 
the Pacific Slope’s export trade to Great Britain. The 
natural obstacles to be surmounted are a still stronger 
argument against the selection. Noteworthy are the 
floods, caused by sudden and immense rainfall, which 
“ have attracted the attention of the most careless travel- 
ler, and have perplexed and confounded the scientific 
engineer in his attempts to provide some method to over- 
come the difficulties which they create.” Then there are 
the dismal swamps, unfit for the passage of watercourses, 
and so destructive of human life that ‘‘labor and death 
seem to have joined hands there.” Enormous tunnels 
and cuttings would have to be made; and “ the most care- 
fal surveys have always developed a discouraging want of 
material for construction” of the viaducts, and permanent 
and temporary works of all kinds involved in such an - 
undertaking. Navigators object to the route on account 
of the long and tedious calms which prevail in Panama 
Bay; and, finally, the cost of the canal must attain 
dimensions to make the most speculative of plungers 
shudder. It ‘cannot be less than four hundred million 
dollars, and would probably be much more.” Truly, “ the 
American” (or any other) ‘capitalist would be likely to 
look for dividends on an investment like this.” He might 
wait, indeed, as long as the builders of the pyramids have 
waited for a pecuniary return upon their outlay. 

General Grant details the advantage of the Nicaraguan 
route as follows :—The ease and economy with which the 
canal can be constructed : the admirable approaches to it, 
both east and west, from the sea: the distance saved be- 
tween Liverpool and the North American ports over that 
of the Panama route: the distance saved, also between 
New York and other Atlantic cities, and the ports of the 
United States on the Pacific; and the astonishing differ- 
ence in cost of construction. The outlay necessary for the 
approved scheme has never been estimated at more than 
one hundred million dollars ; while an experienced and 
competent civil engineer, of extensive American reputa- 
tion, reduces the calculation to less than half that amount, 
and still provides for the preparation of harbours at Grey- 
town and Brito. On the other hand, the facilities for 
the work are incomparably greater in Nicaragua than 
in Panama. Materials needed for construction, and food 
for the labourers employed, are abundant along the entire 
line: the ports just mentioned need comparatively little 
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improvement: tle water supply from the great lake is free | the interest of universal commerce we merely desire thnt 


from deposit, limitless in quantity, and easily controlled : 
the lake itself, summit of the canal, is only one hundred 
feet above the level of either sea: the local rainfall is not 
excessive; and ‘the climate during the trade winds is 
delightful.” All things beiug taken into consideration, 
the gallant writer concludes that the route which he com- 
mends will prove ‘‘an economical highway as well aso 
profitable investment”; and we have no hesitation in 
agreeing with him and in adding a few points to strengthen 
his thesis. 

Thus, as for the territory through which the canal will 
be carried, the work cannot fail to redound to its commer- 
cial advantage, and should have some effect in rendering 
impossible a recurrence of those incessant political distrac- 
tions which have all but destroyed ita material prosperity. 
The country is rich in dense forests of valuable timber, 
alternating with splendid pastures which support large 
herds of cattle. Sugar-cane, softer ond of more abundant 
Juice than that of Asia, grows almost without culture ; and 
& generous soil produces with ease rice and maize, cacao, 
cotton, coffee, tobacco, indigo, and all the fruits of the 
tropics. Present vegetable exports include suarsaparilla, 
aloes, ipecacuanhs, spices, copal, caoutchouc, and other 
gums, while the northern part of the state is opulent in 
mines of the precious and useful metals. As is the case 
with all the republics on the American continent, the 
principal trade is with Great Britain. That the rulers of 
Nicaragua are aware of the extent to which the resources 
of their country would be developed through the construc- 
tion of the contemplated aqueduct, is evident from the 
liberality of the concessions offered by them to the Ameri- 
can promoters of a company to undertake the work. 
Among other provisos is one to the effect that the “ two 
ports to be constructed, and to serve for entrance to the 
canal on each ocean, are declared to be free; and will be 
recognized as such from the beginning to the end of the 
concession.” 

We have followed General Grant in his lucid, practical 
and sensible argument in favor of a design which worthily 
meets with his approbation. We have seen how, inci- 
dentally and perhaps without intending it, he has demon- 
strated (yet only in part) the importance of that scheme to 
British commerce and interests. We will not pursue him 
through the ratiocination which leads him to the conclu- 
sion, in accordance with the ‘*‘ Monroe doctrine,” and to 
his own satisfaction, that no foreign power or foreign 
money-holders should have share in the undertaking. It 
is still less part of our object to demonstrate in how trifling 
@ degree an addition to the coast line of the United States, 
even though the increment should extend that line from 
the Pacitic to the Atlantic, is likely to promote the ship- 
ping business of the Republic in the existing condition of 
its navigation laws. It is sufficient for us that, seeing 
the eminent need of rapid means of communication be- 
tween the two great basins of the world, the essayist 
brings the whole weight of his name and influcnce to fur- 
ther the adoption of the best available means to the end 
in view. We have no objection, in this instance, toa fresh 
departure from the base of the ‘ Monrve dvctrine:" uo 
complaint to make if British actionaries are excluded from 
the projected association ; and no dislike to sce the per- 
fected channel taken under United Stales proiection. In 
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the Nicaraguan canal may shortly be added to the list of 
facts already accomplished by this century teeming with 
wonders. 
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HI following list of terins, forming the initiatory portion 
of a valuable work now in proparation, has been 
kindly placed at our disposal, aud we hasten to publish it, 
thought not yet complete, feeling that the confused system 
of nomenclature hitherto employed, has proved a most 
Serious obstacle to azenracy and understanding alike. This 
list has been endorsed by some of tho most eminent Japan- 
ese scholars and learned legal authorities in the country, 
and we propose for the futuro (o adopt it invariably ns n 
guido in the columns of this journal ;— 


THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT. 














SGI siscsvavessnbenccsesbieceac: The Government (generally). 
Daijokuwatt ......cccccesseves Privy Council (sometimes 
Privy Council Office). 
Naikaku (loss formal)...... Privy Council or Cabinet. 
Daijo Daijin ......... —R First Minister of State. 
Sa —— .. Secoud ,, 5, 5 
U0 J ds Third sak Lap 
DANG) 1635s sensescensvnseniesas Privy Councillors. 
Shoknn Kiyokn ............ Decorations Bureau. 
— „Chõkuvwnn. President of above. 
Giteikuwan .......cccccceses . Councillors ,, * 
Kuwaikei Kensnin ......... Board of Andit. 
‘ F Cho President of above. 
- 3 Kanji... Official Chief of above. 
» Kensakuwan ...... Audit Commissioners. 
Shiushikauwan ............... National Record Office. 
om Sõsni ...... Keeper of tlie National Record. 
Henshiwkwan ............... Recording Secretaries. 
Shiurikiyoku  ............... Bonrd of Adjudication. 
a I-iuchõ ...... President of above. 
F I-iu ee eee Mombers ,, __,, 
F Shuji ......... Permanent officer of above. 
Naikaku Shokikuwan kiyo- 
— sssiinasewsieees ca vie wae Cabinet Secretariat. 








Sections of the Privy Council. 








Hõsei Bu ..................... Legislative Section. 
Kuwaikei Bu ............... Finance i 
Ganji Section of War. 
NMaimme » for Home Affuirs. 
Shihs J— » of Justice. 
Guwaiimu ,,  cccccsccecceses » for Foreign Affairs. 
GenrO-in ..................... Senate. 
Giohõũ ............... — President of above, 
Genro-in Kanji .......... Otlicial chief of above. 
Gikuwan ...... —— Senators or, Members of the 
Senate. 








ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS. 





Guwnimu-sho ............... Department = for Boreign 
Affiirs. 
Gawnimu-kiyo ......c008... Minister for Foreign Afluirs. 
CHW LY ũ ............... Vive 5, — ‘i F 
Guwnimu-zhoyũ ............ Assistant Vice Minister for 
Forcign Atiairs. 
Dai-shokikuwitn cc... .ccee Cliiol Secretaries. 
Cron dai-shokikuwan oo... Assistant Chicl Sceretaries. 
Sho--hokikuwan —-.......... Seerelaries. 
Gon-sho-shokiktwan ...... Assistant Secretaries, 
Fainin Department tor Liome Aſtairs 
EVN HK ISO! weessescccussecens Minister for LLome Affairs. 
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— —— Bureaur.* - kiy@ .. — Navy Department 
cabal fe — ———— meee | Ect Minister for the — 
uwannd-kiyoku @e eevecce Police Bureau ° G : Bureaux y. 
Chitkiveke Burenu of Agri unmu-kiyoku .. — 
nearing hae haa — . To gricultare. Kiwsla. . Staff Buren 
Shaii-ki lyoku ....... : pogruphical Bureau Sigaais se ae Accou “i 
Tar Fan ca Census Bureau ° Ca. an Vaeeuereavees Deck niants’ Burcau 
Mobckalidka —— Bure iro sie, vases ockyards ; 
Yeise; iyoku...... au of Public Worshi Waa’ ———— Hydr — 
— — *.. Eugiueoring Bea = Heiki —— — — — 
tere dey —— Sanitary Bureau. Keignh Gaibaistio oc... Arsenal cai 
akubutsu-kiyoku Cevcccce Press Bureau, ——“ gibuusho ...... Naval C te 
Kawaikei-kiyoku eevee »... Museums Bureau M ee ee 
Shomu-kiyoku ...... ee Barca — ——— Ied : 
etetessce @escne e pita Sess to Oey : U 5 i * 
— ureau for Miseellaneo e J Minister ¢ Department. 
§ rishirabe-kiyoku busivess. * or of Education 
anrin-kiyoku ........... we. Examiner's Burea Kwanritsu Bureaur. 
Kangoku-kiyokn : — se Forests Bureau. _ kiyoku —— 
Cho (affixed to the name of tect to | al Government Sch 
a Bureau in all D Chids Colle chools aud 
partments) = * Local § ges Bureau. 
vsvesssnien Dit | chools and Col 
irector (of a Bureau.) Honshiu-kiyoku Bureau loges 
Bureaux Sent Ind : Hokoku 2 ...... oe — 
Keishi-chd ...... ependent of Naimusho. en ureau for Reports and 
Helabi-ahd vssseeses oreo Board of Police uwaikel ....... Aceon istic en 
............ Superintendent . ; , ceountant’s Bureau. 
Yekitei-kiyoku.. Police. neral of} Kobu-sho ......... 
er Genernl Post Office »  kiyd —— + Public Works Depart 
Scuttle cease Post-master General. — Minister of Public Works 
Okura-sho........ : Kdzan-kiyokn Bureaux. 
Okurakiyo ..c.cscssssesssee. Finance Departsoen’ ana pay eaor alin 
veces Minister of Finance. ——— coe oo Raul 
Dean fo Light * 
Shoki-kiyoku Bureauz. Koka. .y 200 —XR — — Bureau. 
Gi-an-kiyoku : — Peele bees Secretariat. ‘ ea ears 99 ° Eis Sle tr 
Sozei-kiyoku RN a tina Bureau. Yeizen ,, Mlcmeusae ne 
Kuwanzei-kiyoku.... vee Bureau of Inland Reven Kuwaikei, ........--. ; »  » Buildi of 
Shomu-kiyokw ..s..ssseveeee Customs Bureau. ne. | Kensa , se..sccees. Accountants’ Buresi 
Kokusai-kiyoka «scsesssssee ——— Siu ewe Auditors’ * 
— pany Debt Bureau. Shoki ” —— Bureau of Stores. 
x ei-kiyoku © eeccccnccns oe ee eters aca Secretariat. 
cel — Kt ...... ... * — of the Mint. "| Shiho-sho 
re) ei- iyo u —— ecece rnment Priuti * ki LAGE RELA O eee Ee es De t 
| seoeeee Bureau for the — JJJ Justice. 
Kiroku-kiyoku grain. & 0 B justice. 
Chosa-kiyoku — — cece Record Bureau. Giji-kiyokn — — 
Ginko-kiyoku —— — —— Bureau Keiji», ————— . Council Bureau. 
— — Supeorintondentꝰs Bu- Minii — aces for Criminal Mat 
Ru. ijt ” eeece 1S. : 
ee ite ce ; : 
eace inister or the Army. J eocoee upreme Court of Judica- 
; Bu oto Saibansh ture. 
Kiyo Kuwambo..... —— Saibnushio ... — Superior Courts 
Sdmu-kiyoku . ——— B so —— Kenji-kiyoku — eh Ss — instance). 
—— business. iscellaueous}|_———— — 0 — 
Hohei-kiyoku iJ Bete — — Konaizhg 1 every court). 
Kobei-kiyoku — — odes. tk ——— Imperi 
Ruwaikei-kiyoktu essssesse. We » 9 — „kipyõ perial Household Depart- 
Kk 3 ....... Military Ac 8. » iyõ.......... F ment, 
Conoye-kiyOku..scccees B eee ——— Minister of : 
oscose uronu for the Im eri Shikib . H the Imperial 
Gumba-kiyoku Guard. peria U-SND ccerscercenveee Board ousenold 
Gamba ee MOM Si Doe _| rr cs Mntr ofthe Gr 
—— ae ee 
Sanbd Hombu.....ccseeoeee Head Quart Kaitakueshi .... Col — 
— oe ad Quarters Staff Offe . Chok ——— olouizati ar 
Kangan Hombu es . Chief of the Staff. ipa [As to Bie siseseeee Chief of Dace ee 
3 - Ch3 . . a ee General’s Offico. Constitution — upon the word ‘Bureaux’ in the 
. grees General of the 
Guu-i Homhbu ·. ..-.......... Arm Modi O = 
, — feed — Staff Office. FFICIAL GRADES. 
| — Army Medical (OF all Civil Military an 
Rikugun Saibansho «....... KG : Chokunin iliiary and Naval Officers 
. rmy — 2€2UC~™}™~«; }DC‘(Ct wees. Pirst G — * 
o. st Grade : inclades Of- 
ficers of Firet ‘Three 


Classes, appoiuted di- 

—9 F rectly by the Emperor. 
—— econd Grade’: includes 
officers of 4th to 7th 

classes, appointed by the 

First Mivister of State. 


sce ie Doe 
* In the Department for Forei 

; issi Te gu Affaire and i — 
Ce Te ie uo Bureaux, properly sehen Colonization 
Chiefs : the eas ie two offices the work is ap * in the other 
vein any Way SOO oan 6 publicly uotibed ioned by the 

5 ’ he SOB: of sufficient im: ; and, though 
est to call for enumeration bere. cient importance ar inter: 


So . 
OUI . ....... 
— 
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ceoees.cceee © Third Grade’: includes 
officers of 8th to 17th 
Cluxses, appuinted hy 
Ministers of Depart- 
ments, Governors or 
Prefects, or Chiefs of 


Hannin .........+06 


Independent of semi- 
independent Boards, Bu- 
reaux, &e. 


[All others are without grade]. 


a 


TERMS RELATING TO LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
NOTIFICATIONS AND OTHER DocuMENTS 
OF LIKE NATURE. 


— — — 


Fukoku .................... Imperial Decree’: a legisia- 
live enactment emanat- 
ing from the Emperor, 
signed by the First Mi- 
nister of State, and ap- 
plicable to the Empire 
at large—the vehicle of 
the most important laws. 

(1) ‘Government Proclama- 
tion ’ — ‘ Proclamation ' 
(simply ):—an act of sub- 
sidiary legislation ema- 
uvating from the Minister 
ofa Department, from the 
Chief of an independent 
Board or Bureau, or 
from a Governor or 
Prefect, upon matters 
within the guast-legis- 
lative powers delegated 
to him by the constitu- 
tien, and applicable to 
the Empire at large or 
to the Prefecture, &c. 
(as the case may be) and 
having( within thegreater 
or lesser limits reepec- 
tively) the force of law. 

(2) Also a *‘ Government Ad- 
vertisement’ in certain 
cases, 

Tasshi............... .......... § Notification’ (1) Admini- 

strative Instruction,’ ¢1n- 
struction ’ (simply) ema- 
nating from an admini- 
atrative (executive) of- 
ficer, from the Minister 
of State downwards, ad- 


dressed to subordinate 
officers, and, though con- 
veying an order or serv- 
ing as an authorization 
to them, not having the 
force of law. 
(2) Also an ‘ Administrative 
Decree’ or ‘Order’ 
within the legal (con- 
stitutional) competency 
of an administrative of- 
ficer to address to private 
persons, and and having, 
so far, the force of law. 
‘Order’'—n direction en- 
dorsed by any administrative 
authority from highest to 
lowest upon any application, 
memorial or enquiry from & 
subordinate authority or pri- 
vale person. : 
‘Statutes’ ‘ Organic _Laws 
— Standing Regulations — 
including ouly such laws or re- 
giulations as wre issucd under 
au ‘Imperial Decree,’ or Im- 
perial Notification. 
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Risvku ‘Rules’ or ‘Regulations,’ 
including some ix sued by 
‘Imperial Decree’ as well as 
those issued by a ‘Govern- 
ment Proclamation,’ and 
sometimes applied even to the 
conteuts of an ‘Tustruction’ 


or ‘ Administrative Decree, 
Kempake ...... Ceeceece cosece ‘Memorials’ addressed to 

the Goverument, or by an in- 

ferior Lo a superior office. 
Nezgeee— sais ‘Petitions’ from an iu- 


ferior office or officer to a su- 
perior one, or from a private 
person, in a matter requiring 
official sanctiun authority or 
intervention, 

* Applications’ or ‘Euqul- 
ries, between the same parties 
and relating to matters of the 
same nature as in the case of 
‘ Petitions,’ 


Tudoke .......... seeccscesceree Iuformationsꝰ lodged by 
inferior with superior office 
or officer, or by a private per- 
son. 

Hokoku ...sss...ssecceseeee.  * Reports’ ‘ Returns’ ‘ Offi- 


cial Statements.’ 
TERuMS RELATING TO LocaL ApMnNSsTRATION. 


J 
Fa-chiji XXXXXXXX 
Fu-cho se vccccce sccccccccccn roves 


City. 
Governor (of a city.) 
Governor’s office, 


Ken Coccccccccccvccccccccocesesece Prefecture. 

Ken-rei PYTTITIII TTI Tiritiriitirt ty Prefect. 

Ken-cho — Prefect’s office. 

Dai-shokikuwan ('* °° €°-) Secretaries. 

Sho-shokikuwan ** Assistant Secretaries. 

Gun (kori) eecccccce cceece coccce Raral Division (withio a 
City or Prefectare.) 


© Magistrate’ of above. 

* Mayistrate's office.’ 

Urban Divisieu (within a 
City or ‘Prefecture, ) 

Ku-chio ...cccccccccccscccccccscece * Magistrate’ of above. 

Ku-yakuslio ...ccccccccsccsccceee * Magistrate's office.’ 


[The Magistrates and Magistrate’s offices of Rural and 
Urban Divisions may conveniently be called simply, ‘ Magi- 
strates and Mayistrate’s offices’ when spoken of generically: 
when it is to desired to use more specific language the terms 
‘ Magistrate of the Rural Division of......... ’ or Magistrate's 
office for the Urban Division of......... * should be employed. 
So also ‘Divisions’ will generically include both Rural 
and Urban Divisions. The same remarks apply to Dis- 


Gan-ehid C0ec cess coccccccs seccce 
Gun-yakusho PYYITIII IIIT Ii iit tit) 


Ku— XR 


triets and Headmen below.] 


Urban District within a 
Division either Rural 
or Urban.) 

Son (Mura) ...cccccercccscscoeee Rural District (within a 

Division either Rural 


CLS (machi)........00sseeee sereee 


or Urban.) 

Kuchd ....000 ————— ——— ‘Headman,’ of a District— 
whether Rural or Ur- 
ban. 

Koch6-yakushio ................ ‘District office’ —whether 


Reral or Urban. 








REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 





Lonpos, 21st March, 1881. 


The Boers have accepted the conditions uffered them Ly 
the British Government, reserving only a few poiuts. 


London, March 9th. 


Eight days armistice lins becn agrel upon to evable the 
Boers to reply to the conditions of pexc: ; meanwhile the 
Garrisons have been revictualled, 

The House of Lords has carried a motion condemning 
the policy of the Government in regard tov Kandahar, 
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{Scrrtiep To THE “ Honexone Daity Press.” ] 


Londou, March 12th—It is stated that the Ashuntees 
have no intention to declare war. 

Numerous arrests have becn made under the Coercion 
(Ireland) Act. 

The British Government defers taking part iu the Bi- 
metallic Conference uutil the terms of the invitatiou are 
modified. 








MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


We learn that the P. & 0.8.8. Jfalacca, with the English 
mails of 11th February, left Hongkong for Yokohama vid 
Nagasaki, at 2 o'clock last Sunday afternoon. 


The O. & O. 8. 8. Oceanic left Hongkong for this port ou 
Weduesday afternoon, and the O. & 0. 8. 8. Bellerophon, from 
London, left Hongkong for this port on the evening of the 
same day. 


Last Tueeday was the 84th anniversary of the birthday of the 
veteran Emperor of Germany, and our fellow-citizens of that 
nationality celebrated the festival with the usual gay display of 
bunting and cordial hospitality. The Vineta being in port, the 
men-of-war were dressed, with the exception of the Russians, 
who only flew the German flag at the main, and a salute was 
fired at noon. The assassination of the Czar of Russia inter- 
fered with any official rejoicings, and a ball which was to have 
been given at the German Legation was postponed ; about 
forty gentlemen however, met at the Club Germania, in honour 
of the occasion, at a tiffin when the health of the Emperor was 
drank with full honours, and a congratulatory telegram des- 
patched tohim, The Imperial Marine Band was in attendance. 


An auction was held on the 23rd inst. of some very fine young 
cattle, imported from San Francisco as a speculation, which we 
fear was anything but profitable. The totul cost of the mob as 
laid down in Yokohama was, we are informed, $2,800, of which 
the item for freight was $895. Private offers had been made but 
at too low a fizure and the cattle were put upin one lot at 
$2,200 upset p:ice. No advance was made and they were th. n 
sold singly. The first, a handsome young Durham bull, was 
knocked down to Mr. Winstanley for the sum of $101 aft-r 
very elack bidding. Another young Durham bull was knocked 
down for $79; the freight alone for bringing the animal 
over was $75. The next offered was a haudsome Jersey 
cow, four years old, in milk, She was sold for $175; 
her cost laid down here was $300. Next came a number of 
young heifers and bulls, from four to ten months old ; all, 
unfortunately for the owuer, in very low condition. The 
bulls sold from $9 to $13 ahead: and the heifers from $26 
to $64; the last half-dozen fetching low prices. The total pro- 
ceeds of the sale were only $1,157. 


The Vela Company gave ite first concert in the Gaiety Theatre 
last Wednesday evening, under distinguished Consular patron- 
age, and before a fair house. Although scarcely bearing out the 
eulogiums of the Shanghai press, the company seems fully 
equal to the average peripatetic troupe, and it would be perhaps 
upjost to criticise too harshly the first appearance of artista 
who bear such high-sounding titles. Madame Vela has a Soprano 
voice little past its prime, but the Indy sings with expres- 
gion and shews artistic training. MM. Vela is an experienced 
accompanyist and conductor. In addition to those duties he 
played two Fantasias, for Piano and Violin respectively, in a 
pleasing style. Of the two remaining artists we should prefer 
not to speak until we have an opportunity of hearing them 
again. We learn that the company intends to remain here 
some time, 8° further opportunities will not be wanting. 


On Tharsday the Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club inaugurat- 
ed their new season and their new club-honse. It had been 
arranged that the boats should be put into the creek from 
Messrs. Mollixon, Fraser & Co.’s golown, where they had 
been stowed, and go from thence in procession to the new build- 
ing. Owing no doubt to the bleak and cheerless weather, 
pot few spectators assembled at the starting place. Crews 
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were ready for five four-oars (representing four nationalities 
viz.: English (2) Scotch,German and American. ‘Ihe boats 
went down the creek and then to the boathouse, where a great 
number of members quickly assembled. Mr. Litchfield, after 
the boats were stowed away snugly, called the members round 
him in the general room upstairs and in a few words proclaim. 
ed the new boat-house open, au announcement which called 
forth the most enthusiastic cheers. 

Asaspecimen of the beuefit that the uew building may be 
expected to become, we may mention that nearly fifty new 
members are already up for ballot, and that the skeleton 
programme of a regatta, to be held on or about the 24th of 
May, is already posted on the notice board. We hope great 
things from the club under its present fortunate circumstances 
and must again congratulate all those concerned in overcoming 
the many difficulties that have from time to time presented 
themselves, 


The race between Hanlan and Laycock over the Thame 
championship course, for the championship of Eugland, the 
Sportsman Challenge Cup, and £1,000, came off on the after- 
noon of the 14th ultimo, and was won easily by Hanlan by 
about four lengths. There was little betting on the race. The 
result was regarded as a foregone conclusion. Three to one on 
Hanlon was freely offered. Hanlan and Laycock visited 
the Westminster Aquarium the same night. They left for their 
respective homes shortly after the race. Laycock, although 
rowing well and «trongly, had no chance from the begin- 
ning. The weather was cold and rainy, yet the tow-path 
along the river bank was thickly lined with spectators. 
Hanlan left London in the steamer City of Chester, and on his 
arrival at New York was the guest of the Atalanta Boat Club. 
On the 2nd or Srd of March a dinner was to be given iu his 
honor, at which Mayor Grace, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and 
other distinguished gentlemen were expected to be present. 


A correspondent to the Shanghai Courier, signing himeelf 
as “O. Paque,” commenting on the case of Regina v. Page 
laely tried at Canton, writes . “With all due de- 
f-rence to the abounding wisdom of ‘ Regina ” aud her sup- 
porters iu the recent fiasco which has taken place at Canton, 
may I be permitted to (rouble them and your readere 
xgain with another little “ rider.” 

“What difference in there between Pagu's case and that of 
Colonel Gordon and officers eight-en years agu? 

“ Gordon, with the approval, nay, at the instigation of his 
Government, accepted an nppointment in Chivese Govern- 
ment employ, and in that capacity, I suppose, (judging from 
the wording of the Page indictment) did deliberately murder 
any number of Chinese, and not a few foreigners. 

“ Page, also, with the approval of his Government, is sup- 
posed to have acquitted limeeclf in a similar manner, though 
on a minor acale. The latter was doing his duty in maia- 
taining order, the former in restoring it.” 


The Chinese Minister Hea, (writes the Shanghai Courier of 
the 14th instant) who pruceeds to Japan, will stay at the 
Canton Guild in Ningpo Road for a time wheu he arrives bere. 
He is expected by the Puutah. The District Magistrate Moh 
has ordered preparations to be made for bis reception. Mob will 
receive him at the C. M. S. N. Co's Wharf. 


Efforts are being mude in Shanghai to bold an International 
Exhibition ut that port during the year 1882. ‘Ihe Daily News 
states that the outlines of « scheme have already been laid before 
them, and continues, “ The originator of the enterprise is Signor 
A. Cagli, aud he assures us that he has the co-operation and 
support of gentlemen in England, who were associated Wi 
the exhibitions held in London, Paris, Philadelphia, South 
Afvicn und elsewhere, and that the prelin'nary arrangements 
in regard to the capital required to erect a suitable building for 
mm exhibition here on a large scile have already been made. 
Moreover, he has shown usc Trespondence in partial confirma: 
tiem of hic assertions, and he informs us that further negotia- 
tious are now being couducted by telegraph. There cannot be 
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much doubt that the enterprise is one that would create a 
stimulus to both native and forcign trade, and one toan extent 
perhaps unprecedented in the history of the Settlement; but 
the magnitude of the scheme will, we are inclined to think, 
cause misgivings in the minds of our readers as to its realisation 
at so early a period. But those who have had experience of 
Signor Cagli must admit that he is both energetic and enter- 
prising. The Shanghai community know him, however, only in 
the character of impressario of the Italian Opera Company, but 
he has placed before us documents showing that he was the Di- 
rector-General of the Exhibition in Soath Afcica in 1877, as 
well as complimentary testimonials from Sir Bartle Frere and 
the Cape Government as to the way in which he managed that 
undertaking. He also holds a decoration from the late King 
of Italy, Victor Emanuel, which was conferred upon him for 
snocess he then achieved: and he further informs us that he 
was one of the original promoters of the Milan exhibition. 
With these facts before us the probability of the scheme being 
successfully carried out becomes somewhat stronger ; and as we 
have no reason to question the genuineness of the information 
Signor Cagli has communicated to us, we beapeak for him the 
co-operation and support of those who are interested in the ex- 
pansion of trade in Chiua, and the general well-being of these 
Settlements. Pecuniary aid he does not require ; all he solicits 
is the influence and moral support of foreigners and natives. 
These accorded him, he predicts that, with the arrangements he 
has already made, the Shanghai International Exhibition of 
1882 will be a grand success.” : 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


(The —— Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. ] 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Mainichi Shinbun atates:—As formerly announced, Their 
Majesties the Empress and Empress Dowager intend visiting 
the Natioual Exhibition, and therefore two or three days ago 
information to this effect was sent by the Imperial Household 
Department to the office connected with the affairs of the 
Exhibition, but the Chief Commissioner replied that as the ex- 
hibits were not as yet in perfect order, perhaps the visit had 
better be postponed for a short time. The Chinese Minister, 
accompanied by one of his secretaries, visited the Exhibition on 
the 8th inst. at about Il am. After inspecting every building, 
he partook of refreshment in a room up-stairs iu the Fine 
Arts Gallery, with His Imperial Highness Kita Shirakawa-no- 
miya, Chief commissioner of the Exhibitions, and returned 
home at about 1 p.m. 

The same paper states there is a rumour that Mfr. Shishido, 
the Minister for Chiaa, will again be despatched to )’eking on 
or about the 10th of next mouth. 

We learn froma native source that it has lately been de- 
cided that any books published in Japan on political matters 
arein future to be exchanged for books of a similar class, with 
all the treaty powers ; and that therefore a book exchange will 
shortly be opened in the Foreign Department. 

A native journal writes :—Thore is a rumour that our Go- 
vernment has resolved to maintain a very firm attitude in its 
dealings with China, and that it is now simply waiting for a 
final reply. Itis also reported that the leading naval aud military 
officers attend the Cabinet daily. Another journal says thut 
many of these officers are tendering their resignations, aud asks 
what can be the reason? We doubt if this last report can be 
true. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that in deference to the usual 
ceremonial of European Courts, the Goverament postponed 
the festival of Shiunki-Korei-Sai (the spring festival for the 
Emperor's Ancestors) which should have been held on Sunday 
last. An entertainment to tho Daijin and Sangi, on the 19th 
lustant, was postponed fur the same reason. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that it is under the considera- 
tion of the Government to make still further reductions in the 
appropriations of the 14th fiscal year for all the government 
Departments, except the Military, Naval, and Judicial. 
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We learn from the same source that the inspection, by the 
Senate, of the New Marine Laws of Japan has nearly been com- 
pleted and that therefore they will shortly be issued. 

The Tochi Shiabun contains the following :—On the (9th 
instant, His Excellency Tokudaiji, Minister of the Imperial 
Household, issued the following Notification, dated the 15th 
instant, to every Government Department in the various cities 
and prefectures. 

“Tt ia hereby notified that owing to the recent death of the 
Emperor of Russia, Alexander the 2nd, His Majesty the Em- 
peror will remain in Fukuso (mourning for the dead) during 
21 days, beginning on the 14th instant. All officials higher than 
the rank of Sonin are hereby informed of his intention.” 

In accordance with this notification the officials before men- 
tioned have assumed their mourning. 

The same paper states:—His Excellency Inouye, Minis- 
ter of the Foreign Department, went to Yokohama on the 2ist 
inst., and thence to Kobe on his way to Kioto for the benefit of 
his health. During his absence, Mr. Uyeno, the Vice-Minister, 
will, it is reported, act for him. 

The Choya Shinbun states that the treaty revision, rhout 
which there have been so many rumours, will shortly be 
concluded. 

The Hochi Shinbun saya that the foreign settlement has 
hitherto been protected by native police, a statement which 
many among us who have suffered from burglaries &c. will 
perhaps be inclined to doubt; be that as it may, our contem- 
porary hears that it has been decided to replace the native by 
foreign policemen. This seems too good to be true. 

A vernacular journal stated that General Saigo went to 
Yokosuka on the afternoon of the 22nd inst., and inspected the 
men-of war there. He returned to the Capital the next day 
The same paper also says that Admiral Kawamara invited 
General Oyama, Minister of War, to his private residence on 
the 22nd in the afternoon, when a secret confereuce was held. 

We learn from the same source that the Ministers of all 
the Government Departments nttended the Cabinet on the 23rd 
inst.in order, it is said, to confer on some secret matter with 
His Majesty the Emperor. 

The Afainichi Shinbun states that Mr. Nagaoka, Japanese 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary for Holland, 
will return to Japan about next June. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun enys that secretaries of all the 
various departments of the Cabinet hold meetings daily in the 
Accountant's section of the Finance Department to deliberate 
on some matter which is kept secret, but which is believed to 
be in connection with the farther redactions ia the appropria- 
tions contemplated by the Government. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

The same paper writes as follows :—The troops of the Im- 
perial Guard, and the Tokio garrison, and the military cadets 
of the Kiododan, are all to be despatched to the Shimo-Shidsa- 
nohara pluin, on the 3lst instant for field mancuvres. One . 
battalion will also be sent there from the barracks at Sakura, 
and after the manoeuvres, which are expected to last for two 
weeks, asham fight will be held about on the 15th or 16th of the 
next month. One party, representing the Imperialists, will 
take up its headquarters at Funabashi; and the other, the 
enemy, will attack them. These latter will wear white cap- 
covers to distinguish themselves from their antagonists. It is 
said that His Majesty the Emperor will attend these man- 
ceuvres. 

‘he same paper announces that the War Department are 
investigating the efficiency of the orduanco, and that trial of the 
field guns has been lately made at Echiujima. Ample experi- 
ment has been made of their power, and of the rapidity of the 
projectiles, The shot used on the occasion was that manufacitar- 
at the arsenal. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

It is reported in a native paper that some merchants in 
Sakai, Osaka Fu, have applied to the Osaka Arsenal for 4200 
staud of Snider rifles, which they intend to export to Corea. 

he same paper contains the following :—White wax is 
exported from Osaka to Chiua in very considerable quantities 
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and large profits are made on it. With a view therefore to| for constructing the proposed railway between Shinagawa and 


encourage this industry, a company has been established under 
the name of Hakuro-Seiso-Kicaisha (White Wax Manufacturing 
Company), by Mr. Tanaka Yozaburo, a merchant in that city, 
with a capital of 200,000 yen. Agents have already been 
despatched to Iyo, Nagato, Sowo, Chikuzen, Satsuma and other 
provinces where this staple is found, to purchase raw wax 
for purposes of manufacture. 

We learn from the Akebono Shinbun that the manufacture 
of salphuric acid in the Osaka mint improves yearly more and 
more, and that the export trade of this article to China has 
also groatly increased. The paper we quote says that formerly 
China obtained all her supplies from Germany, but now she im- 
ports it solely from this country, owing to the greater cheapness 
of the Japanese market. 

A native paper says:—The gold mine at Kakago Kawabe- 
gori, Satsuma province, which was formerly worked by the 
local government in the time of the feudal system, has since 
the Restoration become the property of Mr. Shibuya Kuniyasu, 
a well-kuown merchant in the province, by whom the work has 
been carried on assiduously. Since last year, indeed, from five 
to six Licamme of pure gold can be obtained monthly. We have 
been informed that the bullion taken from the mine will in 
future be purchased by the Finance Department, and there- 
fore with the view of increasing the outturn, over eight hundred 
workmen are employed. 

The same paper says that a regular line of steamers will 
shortly be opened to Wladiwoetock. 


The Bukka Shinpo writes as follows :—It is a matter of 
congratulation that the Homaisen Ktoaisha (Company of ships 
built on foreign models) is very prosperous, and that their fleet 
has greatly increased. A vessel named the Dofuku-Afaru was dis- 
patched by them for Ogasawara (Bonin Islands) on the 19th 
inst., and we learn that the shipping trade of that place is 
hencefore to be conducted by the company. As stated lately, 
another vessel, named the Kenshin-Afaru, is to be sent to 
Sydney, with a cargo of matches from the Match Factory in 
the Capital and other sundries, and will bring back coal to Hong- 
kong. This will be the first instance, with the exception of 
those vessels that go to China, of Japanese ships engaging in 
transport to foreign countries. A similar vessel, named the 
Kamilura-Aaru, is expected to be despatched for Karatsu on 
the 23rd inst., to load with coal, stocks of which article have 
become extraordinarily scarce in the Capital lately. 

A vernacular journal writes :—“ Currency seems to fall more 
and more, but many transactions were made on the 19th inst. 
and consequently the quotations fluctuated greatly so that the 
bourse had to be closed soon after the afternoon's transactions 
commenced. On that day the market opened at 177.7 in the 
morniug, and fell to 178.5. In the afternoon it re-opened at the 
same rate and receded to 178.37. The average in the morning 
was 177.85, aud in the afternoon 178.4. Transactions were made 
to the extent of 1,855,000 yen. Silk has been quiet since our 
issue of the 16th inst. and prices are unchanged. By the last 
French mail steamer the Tanais 1,045 bales were exported by 
different foreign firms. On the 18th inst. about 101 bales 
were taken by foreiguers, of which 13 were rejected ; present 
stocks are only 1,400 or 1,500 bales. Arrivals of tea are daily 
reported, aud sales are made ona small scale: prices are un- 
changed. Arrivals of new season’s tea are expected shortly. 
Sugar is dull generally. No transactions are reported in 
foreign cotton, and quotations remain unaltered. Nail rod iron 
has lately been imported in considerable quantities, and is in 
consequence, very weak.” 

It is stated in a native paper that Mr. Godai and another 
gentleman in Osaka have been Joined by the wealthy mer- 
chauts in Nara and Gojo, both in Yamato province, and intend 
constructing a new road,on which carriages can travel, from 
Tennoji in Osaka to Nara via the Kokubu-Goye mountain road. 
They have applied to the Osaka Fucho for a loan of the 
necessary funds, offering goverument bonds to the value of 
100,000 yen as security. 

The Vainichi Shinbun announces that on the 21st inst. the 
leading Keoazoku of Tokio held a meeting in the Kwazoku 
Bucho Kioku, and deliberated upon the measures to be adopted 
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Takasaki, in Joshiu province. 
The Custom Bureau in the Finance Department furnishes 
the following return of the Exports and Imports in Japan 


during January last : 

Exports ......................... Yen 2,744,838.061 
Imports ....................... — » 2,641,317.378 
Excess of Exports over Imports...... »  103,520.688 
Custom duties and miscellaneous 

— —— eter ss ——— 
Export of specie and bullion ........._, 
Tapert ” 9 IIREI 4,065.823 


A native paper publishes the following commercial report :-— 
In the Yokohama Bourse the paper currency seems 
to become weaker and weaker. On the 22nd instant, the 
market was opened at 184.4; the highest rate reached during 
the day was 180, and the lowest 181.5. In consequence 
the quotations against other specie fell suddenly 3 or 4 yen, 
viz: 198.90 for 100 new gold coins, 211.60 for Niboos, 232 
for Ichiboos, 254 for Sakura, 215.40 for Jeshus and 
158.40 for the new subsidiary silver coins. It is reported that 
the cause of such an extraordinary fall of paper is owing to 
nothing but the competition of speculators, because the 
deliveries taken from foreign firms have not been so appreciable 
as to increase considerably the demand for silver. Silk, owing 
to the rainfall during last one or two days, could not 
be delivered to the foreign firms. There are many whe are 
anxious on account of its having a downward tendency, but as 
no unfavourable report has been received from Europe, the 
market there is supposed to be steady; so that, as soon ~ 
as the weather the has become fine, the inspection of the 
staple by buyers will become active. The stocks on hand 
are leas than 2,000 bales at present. This indeed isa small 
quantity, compared to the amount usually on hand at this 
season of the year, and therefore there need be no great anxiety 
as to the result of transactions. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes as follows :—The oconstruc- 
tion of a railway between Tokio and Awomori, has, it seems, 
been decided upon. We hear that Mr. Yamayoshi, governor of 
Fukushima profecture, called together the Superintendents of 
various sections, attachés, and other officials in his government, 
on the 17th inst. and gave the following instructions :—‘ Our 
Central Government has decided to construct a railway between 
Tokio and Awomori, and you will do well to render assistance 
towards the accomplishment of such a praiseworthy enterprise, 
by respectively aiding them with funds. Although one 
share is 50 yen, it is not n ount 
as it can be paid during five: voams en aa Wo thers 
fore hope you will take the matter into favorable consideration.’ 

We learn from the same source that in the Yokosuka dock- 
yard works ure to be commenced for the construction of a 
steamer of forty horse-power, of wood on an iron skeleton ; and 
that if, after completion she be found successful, similar ships 
will be built. 

One of our native contem ies says that several active 
men in Kioto pale vag argent a ——— ying — 
— 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—The silk exported for Hong- 


kong and Europe by the French Mail Tanais, on the 18h. 
inst., was as follows :— 


Raw Silk ... ... ... 310 bales by No. 90. 
a a ee n on 76. 
” ”? 61 * ”? 99 91. 
” ” eco = eee ee 21 ” ” 9 8. 
” ” aa ” ” ” — 
„ eee = eee * 1 ” e 

Doupion,, 19 ,, » » 91. 

Raw ” eee =e ee 35 ” ” 1* 3. 
* 2 112 ” ” ” 2. 
” ” eco = eee wee 88 9 9 (8 6. 
” or) ere eee tee 15 7 ” ” 166. 

Noshi ” ese eee wee 28 ” ” 5 47. 

Waste ” ry rrr 10 ” 9 9 
99 ese ee ee 87 » ”» 22 76. 

Pierced Cocoons ... 36 C,, ” oo” 

Noshi Silk Sie cess. “ED » on OL. 
” ” eee = eee ee ‘ ry) ha ” an 
” ” nS ers 1 ” 9 98 e 

Waste ” rer 87 ” ”» 9 


Noshi ” eee eee ove 3 rT] ” ” 76. 
Total Raw silk 1,064 bales; Noshi aud Waste silk 295. 
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The same paper contains the following Yokohama market 
report :—Silk, owing it is supposed to the recent extraordiaary 
appreciation of silver, or to the continual rainfall, is compara- 
ly inactive, buyers and sellers both waiting for favourable 
terms. Although this staple is taken freely into the godowns 
of many foreign firms, no inspections have been made, but this 
is considered to be due to there being an interval of some days 
before the departure of tho next mail. Stocks being small, 
however, sellers are strong, saying that if foreigners refuse 
to purchase at the price asked they will take back their goods 
from the firms. Such being the state of things we believe there will 
be no great fall in prices. Foreign cotton yarn is unsal- 
able, sales of No. 3 yarn only being reported. No change 
is reported in foreign cotton, either white or red. Sea 
products are generally inactivo. Seaweeds, owing to tho un- 
favourable news from Shanghai, are dull. 

We learn from the same source that in Kobe business is very 
dull. Purchases are made, but only of small quantities. 
Holders are very auxious to do business. 

We learn from a native source that Mr. Zassho Alsushi, ex- 
governor of the old Sakai prefecture, who is anxious to promote 
agricultural industries, has estatlished a company under the 
name of Nogiokwaisha, and having purchased some cultivated 
land east of Sukai, is planting trees and vegetables of all kinds, 
with a view to establish an extensive agricultural market. 


The Bukka Shimpo writes’:—The Semi-anuual return of the 
Exports and Imports in Japan ending on the 31st December last, 
as furnished by the Custums Bureau shows the following:— 


Imports......ccccccccsccsccecee @eeee Seoceeaseeeceooooeces Yen 18,153,447.202 
Exports.....ccccccssosescescces 16,933, 762.868 


Excess of Imports .........0..00 1,219,684.334 

Comparing the above figures with those in the corresponding 
period in the year before last, when. the Exports were over 
17,334,716 yen and tho Imports over 18,256,582 yen, we find 
that Exports were diminished in the last year by 400,954 yen, 
that is by 2.36 per cent, and Imports by 103,135 yen, that is by 
056 per cent. Notwithstanding such diminutions in both 
items, the excess of Imports is no less than 297,821 yen more 
than that of the corresponding period in the year before last 
when it w as9 ,.21866yen 

In the latter half of the year the Exports and Imports of 
specie and bullion were :— 
MER DOEA vss sisi 4,729,308 


RUNGE 5 cssssipedsereessnssanceeteaadariasdicisekcMeccect m 281,929 
Custom duties and Miscellaneous collec » | 1,433,187 
During the same period the arrivals and departures were 
as follows :— 
ARRIVALS (STEAMERS). 





POC HSH Keo soeeEeseonCeenee +} 





seeoce eee seeccece * 














Number. Tonnage. Passengers. 
Japanese OB sas 76,167... ...ece0s — 4,435 
Foreign 388 vo 195,674............. 8,114 
Total ...... 206 271,741 12,549 
ARRIVALS (SAILING VESSELS). 
Japanese .....cccceee  Seccecscccesscee 2,213... 00000 csscsee «= 95 
Foreign .........00. LES ivceariceansean 67,Z258...cccscccccesensceoce 1,793 
Total ....... 133............. 69, 47.... 1,888 
Derartures (Steamers). . 
Japanese .......c0000 OT ies cipesisaces 74,893.....0006 sccccccccese 4,220 
Foreign ........ $90. LBUscavcvaveacsans 184,622... .ssccossseee voccee G00 
Total veces 196 959,515 11,797 
DepaxTunes (Sat.inG VESSELS). 
Japanese Diiiscusetens 22558 94 
Foreign L1G. ss ceceeeas we - 2,016 
Total ...... 121 79,416 2,110 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Mainichi Shinbun contains the following from a cor- 
respondent in Korea :—Iu Fusan, Korea, an appreciable change 
has occurred since last year. In March or April last year 
statistics showed that there were 200 houses, and 1,200 or 
1,300 residents, but in February last it was found that the 
former hud increased to over 430, aud the latter to over 2,400. 
However, ouly few large traders open stores, the bulk of the im- 
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migrants being very poor indeed. Amongst the above mentioned 
430 houses, 40 are shops ; 150 or 160 commission agents ; 50 or 60 
retail dealers, and the balance 170 or 180 are eating houses, 
artizans, and coolies dwellings, &c. Although trade seems to 
have comparatively declined since the end of 1880, it is 
still not less than 200,000 yen monthly. The quotation of 
the Japanese paper currency against the Koreau cash is on an 
average 3 paper yen against 1 keoammor of Korean cash, which 
was formerly quoted at between 1.50 and 2 yea. Since the 
beginning of this year the visits of the mail steamers have 
been less, and in coneequence the stocks held by merchants 
have become small. All shirtings &c., especially, are very 
scarce. Up to the end of the last year, mail steamers came 
bi-monthly, but since the beginning of this year, once in the 
month. Now that residents have increased and commerce is 
developing this hns caused great inconvenience to the mer- 
chants, and therefore they petitioned for the increase of the 
mail service, but without success, Many active residents have 
therefore decided to combine and establish a shipping company, 
uamed the Kaiso Kwaisha with a capital of 5,000 yen in shares 
of 50 yen. It is said that the company was to have been 
opened about the middle of this month ; and that at first sail- 
ing vessels will be used, and their places taken later on 
by steameis. In the Chamber of Commerce, business has 
fairly progressed. Enquiries for exports and imports and 
other general commercial transactions are entrusted solely to 
that institution, and reports of daily transactions are printed 
by it. With a view to publish a newspaper in the Japanese 
and Korean languages, necessary machines ete., have been 
purchased, and everything is arranged so that tht paper can 
be published as soon as official permission is granted. Ifit be 
obtained a great benefit will be conferred on both Japanese 
and Koreans. ‘The Koreau Governmeut has purchased, under 
the name of a merchant, a sailing veasel of foreign model. 
The vessel is called the Kokoks Maru, and was built at an expense 


of about 7,000 yen. Korea has purchased it for about 11,000 
yen anc is now using it for trial. Rumour has it that Korea 
will buy many more vessels of the same kind, and therefore we 
beg our country meu to endeavour to sell her strong vessels at 
moderate prices. A report has been received to the effect 
that the opening of the gulf of Jiusen has been decided 
upon, aud we believe on the date originally proposed. How- 
ever, this gulf will not make a good port, because the rise and 
fall of tides are most unusual and no large vessels can anchor 
within 20 chu (1 cho-360 feet) from the shore. To speak more 
definitely, the difference between high and low tide is 
usually 29 feet ; therefore when it is ebb-tide the bed of the 
sea appears, to over 10 cho from the land. The current also 
is so rapid that during high tide boats can hardly go to and 
from the ships aud the shore. Moreover, during two or three 
of the winter months, no boats can approach the shore in 
consequence of the water freezing along it. With these three 
important obstacles the port is not anticipated to become a 
good one in future, but we think we can justly conjecture 
that its opening was so firmly demanded, simply because there 
is no other suitable one near to the Korean capital. The 
road between Seibutsuho (the name of the place where 
the port is to be opened) in the Jiusen gulf, and the Capital 
is about 9 ri in distance. Thence to Jiusen Fa is 1 ri, the 
road being level. At a distance of 12 ri from that Fu there 
is & mountain named Kinzan, from it to Gori is 2 ri. 
Near the lattor place there is fear of inundations from the 
overflowing of the river of Bakuko. Roads are generally 
level, but they seem like the village roads in Japan, before repairs. 
From Yokwachin to the entrance of the Capital is 1 ri, 
and from there to the Japanese Legation is 1 ri. 

The same paper gives the following extract from a letter 
of a Japanese in the Korean capital. “ The opening of a 
port at Jinsen has, after several negotiations, been decided 
upon, but reports vary as to the date. At first it was agreed 
the port should be opened within seven years, but finally it 
seoms to have been decided to open it within twenty months. 
The Koreaus grumble even about this and public Opinion 
appears to be that the government might as well throw the 
capital open to the Japanese to plunder at once. The proposal is 
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very unpopular in consequence, and notices have been placarded | are informed that several euergetic persons, belonging to the 
at the four gates of the Capital remonstratiug with the Govern-|same prefectare, have it in contemplation to open another 
ment, Numbers advocate the presentation of a memorial against | establishment for educational purposes. 


the measure. The Government finds itself in a difficult position, 
and to allay the dissatisfaction the special dispatch of a 
Minister has been found necessary. Great reforms have been 
effected in the Korean Government, and a special Department 
for Foreign Affairs has been opened, after the model of that in 
China. This department consists of eleven bureaus viz .— 
Jidaishi (Bureau for affairs counected with China) Korinshi 
(for those connected with Japan), Army aud Navy, Finance, 
Engineering, Commerce, Languages, Shipping, and three 
others. The Minister of the department is Risaio, a member 
of the Privy Council. Kiukoshiu, who lately came to Japan as 
Envoy, and Kinhogen, are Superintendents of the Bureau for 
Commerce. 

The Hochi Shinbun notes that the Chinese Legation has been 
singular in not displaying its flag half-mast, as all the other 
Legations have done, since the receipt of the news of the 
assassination of the Emperor of Russia, but adds that it may 
be simply owing to differences in national observances. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that in the confusion which 
ensued at the temporary Imperial Palace on the occasion of the 
fire in its vicinity, some dishonest person made away with a 
magnificent Afasamune (a sword called after the maker, the 
most renowned workman in this line that Japan has ever 
produced). Strict enquiries have been made for it but without 
avail, and all the metal merchants have been warned against 
purchasing it. 

A native paper states that last week the visitors to the 
National Exhibition were :—On the 13th (Sunday) 4,677 ; the 
14th, 998; 15th, 5,700 ; the 16th, 5,712; the 17th, 5,727; the 
18th, 5,214 ; the 19th (Saturday) 12,472. 

The same paper that gave us former particulars states that 
the riot in the prefecture of Gumba, of which we have pub- 
lished several sbort accounts, has been pacified, and that there- 
fore two officials from the General Police office in the Home 
Department are shortly to be sent to inquire into the 
actual state of mattors. Several of the leading riotors have 
actuslly reported themsclves at the police station at Takasaki, 
but the two ringleaders, Mashio and Awoki, are not yet arrest- 
ed. Strict search is now being made for them. . 

Anotber paper informs us that over 100 shizoku in the pre- 
fectures of Yamaguchi and Kumamoto, have applied to the 
Kaitakushi for permission to emigrate to the Hokkaido and that 
their former lords have given various amounts of money to 
them for that purpose. 

We take the following from a native source :—Under the 
auspices of Messrs. Nishimura Tei, one of the first-class officials 
of the Educational Department, and Nosé Sakau, of the Gaku- 
shiu In (the Nobles School), and several other gentlemen, an 
Educational Union Society has lately been established under 
the title of Tokio Kiviku Kiokwai, with the view of correspond- 
ing with the teachers in various localities, and collecting hints, 
suggestions and experiences in all matters connected with 
education. A journal is also to be started with the same 
object, and it is proposed to hold lecture meetings to deliberate 
upon any scientific matters relating to education, so that the 
society, occupying the position of a mediuin between govern- 
ment and the public, will promote the educational affairs of the 
country. ‘Ihe first meeting of the society was held on the 
18th instant in the Nobles’ school, when more than twenty new 
members were enrolled. Afr. Nishimura Tei was elected direc- 
tor, and Mr. Nost Shakau, president. The meetings will in 
future be held on the third Suuday of every month in the 

Tokio Library, which will kindly be lent for that occasion. 

Another paper states that during the seven days from the 
15th to the 21st inst., both included, the total number of exhibits 
gold in the National Exhibition was 7,313, valued at 13,339 

u. 

e saino paper writcs:—Sometime ago we heard that Mc 
Nomura Qshisuke, a gentleman residing in tho prefecture of 
Kagoshima, intended establishing a large school near bis place 
at a heavy expenditure. Le was reported to have been prepared 
to invest no less than 40,000 yen in the undertaking. Now we 
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IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Toxio aND YokoHamMA SEcTION. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 


13th March, 1881. 


Passengers, parcels, &C.........0..000 cooeee MOD 8,249.56 
Merchandise, &........ccccessceeee ecccccsces 99 1,087.71 





Miles open 18. 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, patcels, &C.......scccccecoee KON 8,814.27 
Merchandise, &6......ccccccccsccescersocccces 99 951.95 


Total ........0.00 Yen 9,766.22 
Miles open 18. 


ToKIO AND YOKOHAMA SECTION. 


’ 
‘ 


Statement of traffic receipte for the week ending Sunday, 
20th March, 1881. 


Passengers, parcels, EC. ........sseecesees Yen 10,415.73 
Merchandise, &c. ...........s008 ecesnasieriw. ig 1,180.19 





Total.......coccece eecooceces Yen 11,595.92 
Miles open 18. 


Co nding week last year. 
Passengers, —— Yen 10,112.35 
Merchandise, JJ — $98.50 


” 


Torbal.....cocccccscccees cesses HOD 11,010.85 
Miles open 18. 


Kioto Kose anp QOorsu Section. 
Statoment of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 


20th March, 1881. 


Passengers, parcels, &c. eusédcewadassaccce Ten 18,310.50 


Morchandise, &e. ecccccccecece —RX eoecccce eee 99 741 





Total............¥em 21,052.00 
Miles open 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcels, KC. ...........ceeccee-e LON 18,220.37 
Merchandise, &6. ..........scccceee ecccscececce yy 24023-59 


Total eeeeee eee oe LOD 20,243.96 
Miles open 55. 











THE LOSS OF THE “ELLA BEATRICE.” 
The Naval Court of Enquiry at H. B. M.'s Consulate 





this morning gave tho following 


Decision. 


The Court is unanimous on the following points:— — 

1.—Having made the island of Koshima (or Kosims) 
with very thick snowy weather and a hard gale blowing 
from W. by N., and not being acquainted with the coast, it 
would have been prudent for the master to have tried to 
hold his position till the weather cleared up or the gale 
moderated. : 

2.—Having, however, made up his mind to run for the 
Straits, he should have steered for the south point of Yezo. 

3.—Having made the land at 4 p.m. it appears strange, 
why, after having steered for mid-channel, he should, with- 
ont any apparent renson—especially being under the im- 
pression that the ship had been ranning over a current from 
the N.E. which should make his course more southerly 
than steered—at once decide that the land in sight was the 
Yezo instend of the Nippon shore. A cast or two of 
lead, after bauling to the S.S.W., would at once have shown 
him his error in supposing (as be says he did) that he was 
opening the fair-way of the Straits, whereas, undoubtedly 
he was the whole time—that is from waking the land st 
4 p.m. till the vessel struck—oun a lec shore, and iu 
indicative soundings. 

4.—In his sworn declaration aud his evidence the master 


only mentions the vessel being put round at 8 p.m. and st 


midnight, but the chief mate, the boatswain aod & — 
state that in their opiuion she was put round three oF — 
times during that time. While attaching no undue Im 


portance to this discrepnucy in the evidence, it seems clest 
to us, that with the exception of the master himself, all the 
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Central Government, aud personally to learn their views 
on the subject. Of course we caunot vouch for the accu- 
racy of our surmises. However, we beg our readers not to 
Jead been used at all, the master would have known that his | cousider us eredulous, but to understand that our sole desire 
frequent bearing up before the wind, could not fail to be | is to supply them with the earliest iuformation that reaches 
fatal in the end: and we are of opinion that whatever | us. 

other error of judgment the roaster was guilty of, the total 
ignoring and neglecting the use of the lead was the prin- 
cipal cause of the loss of the Ella Beatrice. 

The decision of the Court therefore is that the certificate 
of Audrew Thompson be suspended for the period of 
twelve months from this date. 
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witnesses were aware that the vessel was on a lee shore 
long belore she struck. 
5 —As the ship was put before the wind so often, had the 








METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING Fripar, Mancu 18TH, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku. Moto-Fujicho, Hongd, Tokio, Japan. 
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PEACEFUL TERMINATION OF THE CHINA —— —— 


DIFFICULTY. 


(Translated from the Fuso Shinshi.) 
T one moment thick clouds suddenly cover the sky, 
and at another all is sunshine ; and political affairs seem 
to us almost as changeable ns the weather. Is not this trae 


te 
or 


S 
Max. & Min. Therm. & % of Humidity. 
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of the relations between Japan and China? Reflecting how 5 a — 
our decided attitude on the Riukiu question caused a chance ay} { 10 — — 
of trouble between the two countries, we find that at one 8 — — — — 
time peace was about to be secured, and at another a rap- 2 ROE Se (SRI Fae — 35 
ture was imminent. These changes and the revulsions of a — — — — 7 
popular feeling which attended them, we cannot renumorate. : [to 
Since the sudden departure of the Kongo-kwan a short time ns z — — 
ago, a rumour that the anticipated rupture between the two Cle ee Se ees Se — 20 
— was at last inevitable dilled the public mind. * — — aa 
Indeed, the reports that we gave to — at that time, — — — 
were couched in such terms as to make it appear certain — — —— 
that blood would soon flow and the noisome breath of war — —— — —— 
pollute the east of Asia. However, before the ink on our — — — 
peper is dry, — rumour reaches us to the ona ae dee ORES RY LEE RRS] SEED ME HET 

e pending trouble is to be peacefully terminated. Rain in | ; ; 
ee “these contrary reports one after the other, we | Inches ” OF pete) Se eee ee 

ve doubtless incurred the derision of our readers, who — — 
perhaps look upon us as decidedly credulous, but in a coun- : 
try like ours, where strict diplomatic secrecy is considered all- ‘W. ON. N. N. 
important, this is unavoidable. Agaiu journalistic enter- | — 
prise frequently requires it of an editor to publish the latest ! ' —— 
intelligence he hears, without waiting for time to enquire Fair | Rainy; Rain — Fair 





into its accuracy. The rumour now breught to us runs 
thus :—The Chinese Government, recognizing the undesir- 
ability of a rupture at the present, but at the same time not 
being inclined to ngree to the proposals made by Japan to 
cede two of the islands, has asked that tbe whole group 
shall be re-converted into a Han, as formerly, of both coun- 
tries, offering should the suggestion be accepted to 


Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
——— represents velocity of wind. 
— percentage of humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 31.0 miles per hour on Monday at 11 p.m. 
e barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 


reimburse Japan all the expenses incurred in the adminis- 
tration of the islands up to the present day. 

Ifthis proposition has actually been made, when did it 
occur? Was it before the withdrawal of Mr. Shishido, 
our Minister for China, from Peking ; that is, when the 
Chinese Government was reported to have refused to agree, 
as it was abont to do to, the proposals made by Japan to 
cele to her the two islands of Miyako and Yayeyama ? 

r was it after our Minister had actually withdrawn from 
Peking ? If in the first instance we have beard it too late, 
and if in the second, it reached us too early, and this being 
80 We cnunot give much credence to the rumour. more 
especially as the Inst news is that our Minister will return 
lo his post. in the middle of next month. We cannot either 
farn anything confirmatory of it from the actions of the 
Chinese Minister at Tokio; in fact, tho new Minister is, 
We believe, to leave Peking for Japan at the end of the 
current month. It seems to us, therefore, that if China has 
— lo accept what she previously agreed to, viz: our 
ana lo her of Miyako and Yayeyama, other negotiatious 
Tas under weigh, of a somewhat similar character, and 

ut therefure our Minister has returned to coufer with the 


Google 


the sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 80°440 
inches on Friday at 11 p.m. and the lowest was 29°628 inches on 
Tuesday at 6 a.m. 

The highest temperature for the week was 59°.3 on S and 
the lowest was 28°.8 on Saturday. maximum and minimum 
for the corresponding week of last year were 66°8 and 83°58 re- 
spectively. 

The total amount of rain for the week was 2-466 inches, against 
2'453 inches for the corresponding week of last year. 


CHURCH SERVICES, 
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Sunday Morning ................ .. ll a. 
»  vening......... S0etnecasessesvisdncceacsades 5.30 P.M. 





UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 


Sanday Morming. ................:cccceecceceesse cesses 11] aM. 

* Evening........... ssi: adeunecdesasetuaieleweses 8 P.M. 
Rev, Lurusr H. Guiicx, 

Paster M. D. 
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“CHESS PROBLEM, 


By J. B. or BRIDPorRT. 
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SoLuTION or CHESS PrRoBLEM OF MARCH I9TH, BY 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 


White. Black. 
1.—B. to K. 5. 1.—B. takes B. 
2.—Q. to B. 8, ch. 2.—K. covers or K. moves. 
3.—Q. mates at B. 2, or Kt. 4. 
if 1.—R. takes Kt. 
2.—Any. 


Q. 
Correct solutious received from Q. and Omega. 


SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 








INWARDS. 


Mar. 20. Japanese ee ——— Maru, Hubenet, 896, from 
Amoy, General, to M. B 

Mar. 20, German 3- masted 0 Louiza, H. Schmidt, 245, from 
Takao, Sugar, to Chinese. 

Mar. 22, French steamer -Ven-aleh, Homery, 1,273, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 

Mar. 23, American steamer Ci ity of — * Cobb, 5,050, from 
San Francisco, Mails and general, to P. M. Co. 

Mar. 24, Japanese steamer (evkai Maru, Conner, 1,917, from Shang- 
hai and rts, Mails and (ieneral, to M. B. Co. 

Mar. 24, Japanese steamer Swminoye Maru, Frahm, 852, from Ha- 
—8 Mails aud Gencral, to M. B. Co 

Mar. 24, British Sloo Albatross, Captain Errington, 894 tons, 4- 

guns, 838 H.P., from Kobe. 

Mar. 24, British steamer, Galley of Lorne, Branthwaite, 1,540, from 
London via Hongkong, General, to Smith, Baker & Co. 

Mar. 26, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Maru, Davison, 690, from Kohe, 
Mails an General, to M. B. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per Japanese steamer Sumida Maru from Amoy :—2 Europeans, 
2 Chinese and 118 Japanese in steerage. 

Per American steamer City of Yokio ‘from San Francisco :—Mrs. 
Wm. B. Cobb, Mrs. C. S. Cotton and son, Mr. H. W. Churchill, Dr. 
G. E. Hannon, U.S.N., Mr, Jas. Entuistle, U.S.N., Miss —— 
M.D., Rev. and Mrs. If. Hykes, Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Remin 
Dr. AS. Oberley, U.S.N., Mr. E. C. Dearlgru and Mr. S. L. * 
with in cabin. For Hongkong : Mr. J. McErvy in cabin ; and 223 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japanese «teamer Genkai Maru from Shaughai and ports :— 
Genl. and Mrs. Starring, Revd. Mr. and Mrs. Winu and 2 children, 
Mrs. C. H. Willard, Birs. Boudon. Miss Boudon, Messrs. G, Peters, 
J. R. Reddie, F. Culberton, W. Culberton, Genl. Zarobin, Mesers. 
G. Lewis, W. H. Moore, Capt. Pyne, Lieut. 'Dillais, Messrs. Challons 
M. C. Willard, Aganoor, Paymaster Tiffany, U.S.N., and 14 Ja- 
panese iu cabin; 2 Europeans, 2 Chinese and 428 Japanese in 
steeraye. 

Per Japancse steamer Suminoye Maru from Hakodate :—12 Ja- 
panese in cabin ; and 150 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Kiushin Maru from Kobe :—57 Japanese. 
EE EE A SEES SN EE ROEM 


Ut WAR DS. 


Mar. 19. Japanese steamer Yoshino Maru, Niregi, 190, for Hako- 
date, Mails and General, dexpatched by M. B. Cc Oo. 

Mar. 21, Japanese steamer Jiakanoura Mara, Christensen, 1,343, 
for Kole, Mails and General, despatched hy Ni. B. Co. 

Mar. 22, British baryue, Sheidvig, Frahm, Jie, fur’ 


Takao, Balla: 
despatched by Chivese. — 


Digitized by Cor gle 





Mar. 23, Russian cruiser 
H.P., 13-guns, for Nag 
Mar. 24, British steamer Sunda, Reeve ,704, for Hongkong, Mails 

and General, despatched b — & O. Co. 
Mar. 24, Japanese steamer Hiogo Maru, ers 896, for Hakodate, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co 


a Aer, ris Alescoff, 2,800 tons, 500 


Mar. 24, Ja steamer Jakachiho cer Nye, 1,406, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
* 24, German schooner Amoy, Schade, 300, for Nagasaki, 
Sat eo by C. Seitz. 


— British steamer Gordon yy Maecwnay, tty for London 
via ports, General, despatched b 

Mar. 25, American steamer City Tokio Maury, 5,050, for Hong- 
kong, ‘Mails and General, despatched by P M. Co. 

Mar. 24, Ja ——— steamer "Teuruga ae Steadman, 661, for Kobe, 

General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

Mar. 25, Japanese barque Kiinokune Marz, Nicol, 960, for Naga- 
saki, Ballast, —— M. og oe = or 

Mar. 26, Japanese steamer ara, Young, I, or, Shang- 
hai and porte, —— —— ty 11. B. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Sunda for Hongkong :—Mrs. Muir, infant 
and servant, Dr: Liebscher and Mr. Gins in cabin; 1 Indian 
and 8 Chinese in — 

Per American steamer City of Tokio, for ene :—Mesars: J. 
Per: —— E. bo R. HH. Manley ; and oe ad 

er aru for ports:— 
JR Hyk — cud wile, Ms, and Mrs. Oka, —— Mies 

ren re Mesawa, Mrs. Fugiichi, Mrs. Karasumarnu, Mr. Godai, 
—— Indies and child, General Messrs Nozaki, Okazaki, Na- 


H. W. Hagart, Y 
—8 Von + te agg eg Ne lg ia 


8 
gishi, Th. Walsh. Na aie Takes Gutbrod, M. Blum, Parker, 


and Churchill ; — Japanese in steerage. 








CARGOES. 


Per Japanese meee — — from ead 
Treasure -+-$38,000.00 
Per French — —8 ins Hongkong: — 
General for — —— a me 


” Hiogo... 


Total . Pa 
Per Japanoes steamer Geikai Mars trom Skanghal eed — 
Treasure . ove ine sine 


REPORTS. 


The J: steamer Sumida Maru reports :—Left Amoy 12th 
instant, strong N.E. winds to Kobe. Arrived Kobe 18th instant. 
Left on the 19th, arrived at Yokohama 20th. 

The German 3-masted schooner Louisa 


reports :—Experienced 
heavy gales from all points of the euanpens throughout the pee. 


The American steamer City of Tokio :—Sailed from San 
Francisco March Ist at 12.10 To March 14th had light vari- 
able winds and fine weather ; thence to March 12th westerly 
gales and bead sea. — at Yokohama March 23rd at 2.15 p.m. 

The Japanese steamer S eae Marx reports :—Left Hakodate 
ee — at noon ; had weather throughout the pas- 

Yokohama at My pe a.m. on the 2éth instant. 
—— ood light snd” 

p-m. Ae experien t 
——*— ——— the passage. Arrived at — 1l p.m. 
om the 











NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 26th March, 1881.) 





























Discount on | ee E 

Ven Sate. | =e 
: 8 aN; 6S 

— ae 

aM eg) 2) Fi gig 1 37 
a1, of g's & 
Satuniay Mar. 19 77,%| 78,%| 78 \ _| ee — 
Monday ...... ae ee eee ee 
Tuesday ...... » 22 805 | 803/;80% — — —, — 
Wednesday » 33 797/80 | 804; —| —| —| — 
Thursday .. » 24 81,,] 80,,;805, —;|; —!| —| — 
Friday ......... » 25 81,4 80%] 80.5; —| — | a ae 
Saturday — ac.” —— 80 a ny en ee | = 








YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Dav : -8. 30, aud 9.45 a.m. ; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 p.m. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Daity;—6.45 aud 9.30.m ., aaud 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 r. a 


Oridginal trom 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, | Gy; 
— iain witty Gheatre, 
Aubin ins eA O06, (RGAN aus 8 
Eoxoes, via HONGKONG .........' M. M. Co. | April 7th TH 
— 
HONGKONG ............ O. & O.Co. «© Mar. 30th1 YOROUANA CHORAL, NOCTETY, 


Bitanuitai, Hiago & Nauanakt,,, M. B. Co. 


1.—Left Hongkong, March 23 Ooeanio. 
2.—Left Hongkong, March 20th; Malacca. 
$.—Left Sau Francisco, March 15th, Belgia. 


| Mar. 31st 





NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 


AMERICA ...... ....... | P. M. Co. | April. 20th 
AMERICA .......ccscccrcsccccrssccoseces | O. & O. Co. | April Quad 
Evrore, vie HONaKona ........, P. £0. Co April 9th 
Evrore, via HonaKxona ......... M. BM. Co. : April 2nd 
HAKODATE 0.0... cece cceee ee. IM. BG. | 

Honaxona, via Konze .............. M. B. Co. i April 2ud 
HONGKONG 0000.0... eccesecececcceces. O. & O. Ov. | April 8th 
HONGKONG ,.........cccecccsccesceceee ' P. M. Co. 
Buanaial, Mioao, & Nawanant..' M. B. Co. Mar. 30th 











The arrival and departure. of mails by the “ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘‘ Pacitic Mail,” and the ‘‘ Peninsular and Oriental" 
Companies, are approximate only. 
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VESSELS EXPECT ED IN JAPAN. 




















SAILED. 

Dare. Name ur V nanne.. | Kron For 
Jaly 17) Ste. Lacie | PHILADELPHIA) Yokohama 
Aug. 7] Philip Nelson HawusBura Yokohama 
Nov. 18] Pakhoi (s.s.) GLAscow Jap. via Manila 

» 19! Ordovic TonxDOonN Yokohama 

» 22) Malacca Hansura Yoko. & Hiogo 
Deo. 17] Marie ANTWERP ae ne 

ry) 24 Mora oD ” os 

o 4 Tamsui (s.s.) | GLascow oP as 
Deo. 17] B. Robinson New Yorr ee * 
Jan. 14 Bellerophon Lonpon * ua 

» 15 Galley of Lorne | sj J as 

ty 27 Glamis Castle (s.s.) Hy 99 99 99 

» 31) Huguenot CaRDIFF J 


BIVEFrantk Carvil 





— —— —— — — —ñ ñ — — 
LOADING. 


eee 








Dare. Nama or VxAtei. Ar Fox 
Feb. 4| Al. L. Stone [.oNDON Yoko. &/or Hiogo 
» 4) Canton (s.s.) * F os 
» 4} Coldstream _ - * 
» 4! Achilles (s.s.) LONDON Sa os 
2 4 Viceroy (s.8.) 99 2° 99 
» 4 Bothwell Castle (s.2.) | ANTWERP s * 
» 4] Cicero (s.8.) * F ä 
„4EF. Vander Taelen (es.) “4 ss ” 
» 4! Orestes (a.8.) LoNpDON Aa es 
» 4! Teucer (s.s.) ‘i or) a 


| 
YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. 


4M. AM. AM. NOON. Pix. rm. 6PM. F.M. F.u. P.M. P.M 
80 918 1030 12,0 130 92.45 4.0 615 630 8.0 100 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 

A.M. 4.M. 0 a.m. NOON. Pom. pia. P.M. 6PM. F. u. OPM. PM 
80 9.12 1030 16.0 130 245 4.0 618 630 80 10, 


Google 


Will give a performance of 


H. M. 8. “PINAFORE,” 


N 


Tuesday, the 29th March, 1881. 


Admission $2.00. 


Doors open nt 8.30 p.n.: Performance to cemmence at 
9 p.m.. 

Books of the words on sale at Messrs. Lanz, CrawForp 
& Co.'s and RELLT & Co.’s 


Yokohama, March 22nd, 1881. 








|SARGENT, FARSARI & 60, 


No. 80, Main Street. 
JUST RECEIVED, 


NDYMION 
TANCRED 
THE YOUNG DUKE 
SUNRISE, by Wm. Brack. 


ASPHODEL, by Miss M. E. Buappon. 
UNDER LIFE’S KEY, by Mary Cecm Hay. 


And many other late Novels, all Cheap Editions. 


By Benzamin DISRAELI. 





AROUND THE WORLD WITH GENERAL GRANT, 
by Jonx Russe.xt Younae. 


Sarow’s KWAIWA HEN—tery scarce. 
Husnger’s PROMENADE AUTOUR DU MONDE. 


SMITH’S MUSICAL ALBUMS—containing choice se- 
Jections both Vocal and Instrumental. Nos. 1 to 6. 
Price 40 ceuts each. 


Bramakp’s MUSICAL WORLD. 


Wrinver’s New School for Piano, Capnmer Orcan, 
VIOLIN, FLure and Guitar. 


NEW SHEET MUSIC. 
ELECTRO SILICAN for polishing Gold and Silverware, 
Glass, Tin, Steel, &c. 
SHAWL and NURSERY SAFETY PINS. 
Yokohama, March 25th, 1881. 


NORTHERN ASSURANCE 
COMPANY. 


FIRE AND LIFE. 


HE UNDERSIGNED, on behalf of this§Company, 
are prepared to accept FIRE RISKS ou First-crass 
Gopowns and BonpED WAREHOUSES, at 1} per cent. and 
LIFE RISKS on Howe Terms, and settle all claims 


thereon. 
W. M. STRACHAN & Co. 
Yokohama, January 6th, 1881. 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE 
8 
VESSELS IN HARBOOR. 
Name. Carrain, Frag ann Ria. | Tors. From. ARRIVED, CONSIGN EES, 
STEAMERS. 
Genkai Japanese steamer | 1,917 | Shanghai & ports Mar. 24 | M.B. Co. 
Galley — —— British steamer 1,540 | London via Fohgkong Mar. 24] Smith, Baker & Co. 
Glenartney Jacobs British steamer 1,320 | N i Mar. 19 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Meiji Mara Peters Japanese steaincr | 1,010 | Ko Mar. 16 | Lighthouse Department 
Menzaleh Homery French steamer | 1,273 | Hongkong Mar. 22 | Mf. M. Co. 
Samida Maru Hubenet Japanese steamer | 896 | Amoy Mar. 20] M. B. Co. 
Volga Guirand French steamer | 1,502 | Hongkong Mar. 11 | M. M. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS, 
Alexander Carson Americanschooner| 652 | N Nov. $/| J. E. Collyer 
Anna Sieben Paulsen German’ barque 604 | Antwerp Mar. 11 | Order 
Cilarnum Beadle British shi 1,850 | Hongko Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Helena Ewalt German schooner 60 | Kurile Tafands Oct. 31 —— 
Lottie Hiltz German schooner 26 | Kurile Islands Sept. 4 | Hohnholz & Co. 
Louisa H. Schmidt Ger. 3-mast schr 245 | Takao Mar. © 20 inese 
Maria ansen German barque 280 | Takao Mar. 17 | Order 
Mary C. Bohm Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
Mary Gubbins Brit. 3-mast schr, 147 Mar. 15 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
North Star Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhots & Co. 
Otome ardy Americanschooner} 72 / Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Oteego. Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3} H. Cook 
Ptoneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Romo, vid Hakodate | Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Stella Werner American echoon 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
Name, Gouns.| Tons. | H. P. Descrirtion, | Were rrom. CoMMANDER. 
CE. plain eco ec5e eee ee eee 10 000 — Cor vette Kobe 
RUSSIAN—Minin eee eee 8 06ete 602600 16 5300 6,300 Ironclad M. ⸗ —— — — gf 
ERMAN—Vineta —— —— ‘desk | AS 2,000 — Corvette Kobe Captain Zirsow. 

ENGLISH—Albatross ... ... eT er ee 894 838 Sloop Kobe Frrington 


I EEE pe 











VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 

Destination. NAMIE, AGENTS. To Be DespatcHeEn. 
py “aa idan via — — Maru M. B. Co. April 2nd, at 4 P.M. 
eae eae Cilurnom Edward Fischer & Co. Unsettled 
— hoes sar tes “sae Oceanic : O. & O. Co. April 2nd 
Hoaghoog = — ——— Vora Tokio 4 af 2 areal — at daylight 

. M. Co. 2nd, at 9 a.m. 
Glenartney Jardine, Matheson & Co. Ab 

Loufo — Kobe N * aa — oe Butterfield & Swire | — March 29th 
—— * — Genkai Maru M hone Wacko ae aes 





March 30th, at 4 p.m. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
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IMPORTS.—Small business only. Yarns; weak, especially 28/32's, Sellers seem anxious to be moving, and 
buyers try to get concessions at every turn. Shirtings are dull as usual at this time of year aud best may be quoted 5 


— lower. Other Cottons nominally unchanged with but little passing. Woollens always in tho sawe inamiuate 
condition. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ..._ per picul $29.50 to 31.25 | Velvets:—Black ... ... 35 yds. 22 in. i 6.75 
» Good to Beat... ... |. $31.73 to 88.00 | Victoria Lawns. 12>, agg Pore seus fo O78 
Bombay, No. 20 do. Seer awe tie ” $29.50 to 31.25 | Taffachelass:— ... ...12 ., 43 .. * £1.30 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... * $32.75 to 33.50 WOOLLENS :— = rg 
fe » Good to Best... ... ... x $34.00 to 34.50 : ; 
» Bto42.. wn. we ae egg $38.50 to 40.00 asthe ers * 2 yds. 32 in... 4.50 to 5.50 
coTroN PIECE GooDs ~~ peers wn B90 BY 340 to tas 
Grey Shirtings :—7 lb. per piece 28} yds. 39in. $1.95 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth .. .. | 7” 30 .. 32)... 0.18 to 0.30 
” ” 8 io ‘ 8s ,, a 70 to 2.00 | Camlet Cords... ... ... .. 29-30 .. 22,, ... 450 to 5.50 
be ? Ty) 12. e to 2.50 3 : -_ ° 
T. Cloths :—7 1b, ... ...24 yds. 32 in. per plece $1.40 to 1.60 | Somselines de Laines :—Crape se ae eae fe Ol 
Drills, English:—14-151b.40°,, 30in. ,, $2.30 to 250 View 80 ay oar oe 
Indigo Shirtings:— ...12 |, 44in. |, $1,424 to 1.524 — Ste eee ee eae 
Prints:—Assorted ... ..24 ,, 30 in. is $1.40 to 2.60 Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Seteens Black 32in. _,, $0.05} to 0.124 Pilots... ww. se oe 54» 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.45 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.24yds.30in. _,. $1.40 to 1.60 Presidents... ... ... ... St, t056,,... 0.45 to 0.55 
‘ 23 to2}lb.24°,, 30in. a $1.55 to 1.70 Union og koe ane 54 ,, to56 ,,... 0.30 to 0.55 
Do. Slb.... ...94 ,, 20in. $1.70 to 1.80 | Blankets, green,6toSlbs. ... ... perlb. °... 0.37 to 0.40 


SAIGON RICE.—Three thousand piculs sold. Stock none. 
KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 370,000 cases. Sales 84,000 cases. 


SUGAR,.—Stock 72,000 bags. 
Sagar :—Takao in bag New ... ... perpicul $4.25 Japan Rice ... ... co seo cco ces icul $2. 
99 iF) : Old eee 8=60te = lace 9s $3.95 Japan Wheat eee eee eee eee eee — ocr = — 
Iai wanfoo in Lar — 4 $3.95 Saigon Rice [cargo] eat Cas. aah. eed * $1.80 
Chin -pak and -pak oe os $7.75 to $8.50 Kerosene O a ee ee > a oo case $1.90 to 1.91 


China No, 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah.. | $6.50 to $8.75 





EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Daring the past week our silk market has been rather quiet. The news from Earope has not been 
quite so encoureging; and this, in addition to the scarcity of good silk and the high prices demanded by natives, has 
— business, Quotations remain unchanged, but they tend to be a trifle easier. Stock in Yokohama 1,100 shipping 

es. 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 ... ......ccccsseeees $600 = 19/4 
é ———— $575 = 18/7 
9 99 3 & infrs. Ceccccccccee $530 to $540 = 17/2 to 17/6 
Filatures.—No. 1 ....csceesecees $670 to $650 = 27 to 2i/ll 
* —— $645 to $650 = 20/10 to 21, Nominal. 
—— $620 = to 20 
Kakedas—Best .................0.. $660 to $670 = 21/3 to 21/7 
. Medium & Good ......$620 to $650 = 20/ to 21/ 
Re-Reels Medium to Best......... $615 to $645 = 19/10 to 20/10 





TEA,—We have but little to report upou, the market being very quiet, settlements for the week reaching some 
350 piculs only. The lower grades have received a fair amount of attention. Quotations remain nominally the same, 
Com on eee eee eee eee Fin eee eee eco eee eee $23 to 25 
Gooil Comision * $ 9 to $12 Fine. 0 Se cc: ae Ate ed 


Medium... ww ws tet«S sto $17 Choice ... .. .. «ee . 
Good Medinm ... 3... ance tees $19 to $20 Choicest ... 0... cones ce t Nominal. 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 





SterLing—Bank 4 months’ sight ....................0008 3/9 On SHancHat—Bank sight...............cccceee eaeueseades 723 
‘i Bank Bills on domand.................0000008 3/84 * Private 10 days’ sight.................. 73 
J Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3/9} Ox New York—Bank Bills on demand............... 89} 
°° iy) s) 99 2 — ⏑0 3/93 9 Private 30 days’ si ht eee eesecceecess 903 
On Parts—Bank sight 0... .. ...... cccccsececscceee 4.67 Ox San Fraxcisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 89. 
* Private 6 montha' aight ................. 4. 83 F Private 30 days’ sight ......... 
Ox Honoxonc—Bank sight ............... ccc cccccceceees par. FR UNBATS: sin secjaxscccsscisasnascens sor ercdavueuceuivdasentels 80-4, dis: 
' Private 10 days’ sight ............... + % disct. GOLD YEN ... S80 DOME, 


SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—Few or no vessels in harbour at present available for charter. Vessels on the berth :—The 


Gilurnum, for San Francisco ; S. S. Fleurs Castle, for New York; S. S. Glenartney, for Hongkong; S.S. Bel- 
lerophon, for London. 


Google 
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[TRANSLATION] 
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NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 


eee 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 
ö—— — ——— — 


[March 26, 1881. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS, 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. 


T I8 HEREBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or| ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 


Engiueer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
aud requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engincers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by. Yekitei. Kioku. | 

(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 





Nee IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 
with Notification of Daijkwan No. 18, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engiueers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 
on the third Tuesday in every 8rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 
H. MAYESHIMA, 
Chief Superintendent, 
Yekitei Kioka, Feb. 24th, 1880. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
SHIMONOSERT STRAITS BUOYS, 


NOEs IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 

BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY 
which were advertized as having broken adrift fr ‘. 
moorings, lave been replaced. Pace 


Lighthouse Establishment, BY ORDER. 
Benten, 


Yokohama, 17th January, 188), 


Google 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the lst day of the 8rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Sunrise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the province of 
Hizen. 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have an arc of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 80’ W. and S. 55° 30’ E. 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 

YAMAO YOZO, 


: Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, February 3rd, 1881. 






Sy 
lS 
NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BUAGK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE 
BAY OF YEDO. 


fl Cis GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice 

that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haueds 
shoal, Bay of Yedo, before the erection of the Pile-Light- 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, aud 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on the First day of the Seventh month of the 
Fourteeuth year of Meiji (let July 1881), experience 
having proved that navigation is now safe without the 

uoy. 


YAMAO Y0ZO, 
Tokei Minister of Public Works. 
okei, February 22nd, 1881, 


— ⸗ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE GREATEST 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Prusons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutione will die- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicine there is “ Heslth 
forall.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and ite purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 
Sir SAMUEL BAKER, * 

in hie work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,’’ says, ‘‘I 
“ ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey thet I wees 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had msny — 
“to whom I served out a quantity cf Holloway’s Pille. are 
‘most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmietakeble purgetive 
“ properties they create an unneniable effect upon the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


~ MISCELLANEOUS. 


— — — — 


CHINESE 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 


EIGHT PER CENT. LOAN OF 
is7s. 


— — — 


FOURTH DRAWING. 











ONDS Drawn in Hongkong in February last, and the 
B Fourth Coupon for ‘I'ls. 19.40 of above Loan, will be 
payable on und after this date, at the Offices of the Hone- 


SA oe ne nom where Lett BIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT. 


Isacertain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acte miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 


Mr. J.T. COOPER, 


in his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published in 
1871, saye—‘‘ I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. I 
Yokohama, March 21st, 1881. “ gave some tu the people, and nothing could ex their gratitude; 
“and, in. consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed 
“jin upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth s 
“fowl and any quantity of peae, and the demand became so great 
that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock”’ 


H. MacARTHUR, 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the — 


SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS} 72.18”. 
AGENT, 


NO. 70, Yokohama, 


(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 


For the HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BankinG CorroratTION, 


Ageuts issuiug the Loau, 


JOHN WALTER, 
Manager. 





&C 


** Highest AwarpD & Prizz MEDAL PHILADELPHIA 
ExutsBition, 1876.” 


FFICULT 
EATHING 


ASTHMA 
R 






PREPARED EXPRESSLY Fon THE Pateny Kwire- 

CLEANIXG Macatnes, Ixpia Ruseer and Burr 

LeatHer Kwyire Boarns. KNIVES CONSTANTLY 

CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 

TO MAW CUTLERY. ITACKETS 3D. EACH; AND TINS, 
6n., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- BACH. 


Ow 


FOR 


RA _ 


TATU 


- * 
PREVENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AXP INJUKY TO 
Twe xnirx. Oaxsy's Wecitxcton Kxire Portsn 


SHOULD BE USED WIT! HIS BoaRrDbs. 
cr —* — ag’ 


Cigars, Cigarettes or Tobacco, also Pastilles and Powder for Inhalation. 


t 











GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 
And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


December 1880, 





(NON-MERCURIAL)], 
For Crearixna anp Potrtsnina Sirver, Etectro* 
PLATE, Prate Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. EACH. 


( oe Ae ‘he: B= a 
SOTHIMCTON-DLAT 
y : “MW REe 
Is Suttp Brocks—1p., 20. & 


| JOHN OAKEY SONS| 


ANUFALTURERS OF 2.5 





+e! 


= 


SAVORY&MO 


HE UNDERSIGNED are prepared to accept RISKS 
AGAINST FIRE for periods 


Cert ee Te ae eo — 
— lag ESS Ng * * —— Not excoeding Ten days at............ ereeceees 1/8tb, 
— ety: “ af: 2 — —— * Four days at.. 2222 22222 eooese 1/16th, 








a << MA 


3 
“ 


a> 


of the anuual rate. 
z= 
Pee 






/ —— 
“ ‘ W iad 6. 

\ f. ae tAAE . 

WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RO 
July, 1879, 


WILKIN & ROBISON, 
Agents. 





Ie BEA GK SFAD M/L 


AL 'j 
AD, LONDON, 


* 
=? 
= 
e. 
; 





Yokohama, June 24, 1879 
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MISCELLANEOUS, = | ‘MISCELLANEOUS. = 


GROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES, 


Nine Prite Medale, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 

TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 





Fresh supplics of the above, and numerous other table 
jeacies, may be had from most StoreReepers. 


CAUTION. 


To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should ineariably be destroyed when empty. 


Goods should always be examincd upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 
brands. 


All genuine goods bear the names of Crosse § Blackwell 


on the Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 
Jars and Tins. 


— SS 


PERFUMERY, 
EXHIBITION PRIZE MED 
: LONDON, TENNA, Be. HILADELPHIA, 1876. 


; GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


By ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 
: THE HANDKERCHIEF, 


A 
i @ very refreshing 


TRINSON’S QUININE HAIR LOTION 
fom Weeh which stimulates ee 


: dash pesenetas tue atoath at tans * 
ATRKINSON.S 
ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 
‘ “ ry trem the finest Sowers. 


ER 
powertsl Perfeme éistilled 


J- & BH. ATEXNSON, 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, wW. 


PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION. 
best quality enty. 


wy cautioned to avoid counterfeits by 
} fe labelled with the firm's Trade Mark, a“ 
Ba. Golden Lyre.” 


1967. CORDOVA, 187. Lina, 1872, 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 








N-NMR IATA ROOMS, 
jose GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. OC aver this date, the following prices will be 


[ose GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. BOARD wcscccossscecescccececsssseeeeper month $25.00 


Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878. With European fire-places, and every comfort guaranteed 
J Wau. CURTIS. 


iad GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. 


April, 1880. Yokohama, November 9th,¥18S0, 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy Sor sndigestion, which és 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the ‘* Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
‘Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles at le. 1}4., 28. Od., and 11s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the Werld. 





CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase ass imitation. 





November=11th, 1878. 


Google 
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* MISCELLANEOUS. | MISCELLANEOUS. 
| — oe at Ba Sigsss © 
Anow. Han DYSIDE & Co. : == Beni 
— SO. — ge g 
Limited. } = wb. ee iis © 
‘ mt Os. S32 4 —2 
St: Ee agg @ 
4 = 55555 - 
32, Walbrook, London, Aa 
BRITANNIA IRON WORKS, DERBY = 8 Sisifs 
Manufacture all kinds of ere 
So -— Bence 
, — 2 = Eee = 
ac = Eo: Jo 
+ u. o a & as © on io 
52 kt Bee 
Structural & Ornamental. i — F a fgeed a 
jae as a e fa edd i, 2 
BRIDGES of every description. Girder Bridges. 2 wWis-.s his =e 
Bridges. Suspension Siddce. * — = - EBS ae 
= =) i = H emod 
— 
A H. & Co. make every year for Foreign Countries some a = ‘eee pe 
¢ thousands of Tons of Bridges. Os — 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. ery = 2 Ey se 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS OO —2 = * 84 18 
a= O& 
Illustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. See * = = in 2338 
— — ow =f 32 “Be > 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. ——— 32 oo FES = 
See Large New Illustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) fe mein) So = e 3 ae 
with 1,300 designs. 5 2333 
Railings. Baloony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. s = = aa — = 
a — —— ici, — Gratings. F 
mp- pillars. Lamp · brackots. Windows. Casements. 
Balusters. Newels. Fountains. Drinking Fountains. — — 
Crestings. Terminals. | Vases. Pedestals. 
Conservatories. Band-Stands. 
j 
SMITH!S HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES! TRADM MARE. 





12,Shapes and Sizes. 
\Catalogue (D) free on Application. 


Andw. Handyside & Co., Limited, ELLWOOD’S 


1 LONDON. . PATENT AIR CHAMBER 
iss HATS AND HELMETS 


ni ADOLPHUS SINGTO:N & €0.,) 9 rae ony Errecrual PROTECTION 





, 5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, AGAINST SUN STROKE. 
: ee at To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
F CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND persevering 
? ‘EXPORTERS J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 
(S OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
ss MACHINERY. —— — 
May 4, 1878, Beware of Useless Imitations. 





EE —— — — — 
1—ů SAFEST MILD 

N N E F R D G arentent rox DEticaTs 

LIINIV CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
CHILDREN AND INFANT 

THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY np FOR REGULAR USE 


OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBUEN, IN WARM CLIMATES. 


ae FLUID 
-  nastesiN’ MAGNESIA. 


Co., Chemists 
And of Druggists and Storekeepers throughout 


London, the World. 
ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA- 


ly. 





N.B.- 
April 10, 1880 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEETLES, 


and all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 
In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordinary, and no one need be troubled by those pests. 


It is perfectly clean in application. 
Ask for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 


POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. 
Sotp By ALL CHemists 1n Borruxs, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 
appearance aud taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 
of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 
or TTHREAD WORMS. It is a perfectly safe and mild 
preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 


TESTIMONIAL. 
Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
Mr. Keatine 


Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform yon of the 
immense sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 
brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fully, 
M. A. WALKER. 
SoLp In BoTt_Les, By LL CHEMISTS AND DruGGIsTs. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 
REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy have been sold, I 
hereby reqiest anyone knowing of the vendor of the same 
to communicate with me, on conviction of the offender a 
liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


KE. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


SHEET IRON, 


BRANDED 
‘* BALD WIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.”” 


TIN PLATES, 


6 9 
BRANDED FPA WB” ‘witpeN,”* “UNICORN,” 
“ARLEY gi,” “STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. 

















Export Agents— 
Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane, London, E.C: 
April, 1880. 


TRE “HIOGO NEWS.” 


PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 
(Sundays excepted). 


UBSOBIPTION $24 per Annum, payable half-yearly 
in advance. 


Terms for Advertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE. 
Yokohama, February 12, 1874. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
Hoxckoxe AND SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORA 


N. 





— — 


Parp-up CAPITAL ... $5,000,000. 
RESERVE Fuwnp... ..- $1,800,000. 
Head Office: HONGKONG. 





COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Chairman—A ex. McIver, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—-H. L. DALRyMPLE Esq., 


R. Belilios, Esq., H. de C. Forbes, Esq., 
Hon. W. Keswick. F, D. Sassoon, Esq., 
W.S. Young, Esq., 

Chief Manager—Tuos Jackson, Esq. 





Adolf André, Esq., E. 
H. Hicstws te re 





‘a LONDON COMMITTEE, 
. H. Phillpots, Esq., 

E. F. Susensaan, Esq., 

Albert Deacon, ng 
Manager—Davip McLean, Esq. 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI: 
Manager—Ewen Cameron, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENOIES. 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balauces. 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
te 


Loca Brits DIscounten, 


Credits granted on approved Securities, and every description 


of Banking and —— business transacted. 
Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 


In ia, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 


issued for the use of Travellers. 
JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
Yokohama, 26th February, 1881. 


Ohe “Sayan Tail,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 
ESTABLISHED, 1865. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY EprT10n. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24 : Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 


FORTNIGHTLY Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 
lished for transmission by the American Mail Steamers via 
San Francisco. Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. 


Tue Japan Datty Mart is published every morning (Sundays ex- 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Passenger liste, Cargoes, Vessels on the Berth and 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Aleo the latest Telegrams, Japanese 
news, Reporte of Trials in the Courts of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies, and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of all classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional advertising advantages, and secures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 


AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 


TORDOM ,,, G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
* Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 
OW TORE vicciisaccvesess A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGKONG............000 Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAL cecsscccccecscesee China and Japan Trading Co. 
HIOGO & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
PRAGRBERS China & Japan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Adverti:.. > "ts 
for these papers. 








Printed and published for the Proprietor, ty the Manag-7 
A. Herbert BLackweEL, at the “Japan Mail” Office, 16 
Bund, Yokohama. 
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YOKOHAMA, SATURDAY, 26tu MARCH, 1881. 


ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICAN MAIL. 


TELEGRAMS. 

Berlin, February 2tst.—In the upper House of the Prus- 
sinn Diet, to-day, before the debate on the Lecal adminis- 
tration bill was commenced, Bismarck explained that the 
the statement read by Rommell, yesterday, had been er- 
roneously interpreted. It was only intended as an instruc- 
tion te Rominell, and was to he rou word for word. Noe 
real difference of opinion existed between him (Bismaruk ) 
and Count Van Eulenturg. ‘There was, therefore, no 
ground for Ministerial change. Bismarck continued: “I 
axsumed that the knowledge of my views would lend to an 
ayreemout betweenthe two Houses, I could not have sup- 
posed the affrir would take the present tucn. The axssamption 
that material differ ences of opin-on exist in the Siate Ministry 
is incurrect.” ‘The Houxe, by 59 to 45, then pasxed the 
paragraph of the bill in the amended form in which it was 
sent by the Lower House. Bismarck voted with the ma 
jority, thereby attesting his adhesion to the views of Couut 
Vou Eu'enburg. 

The Emperor has not accepted the Count’s resignation, 
but negotiations with the object of inducing him to remain 
in the Ministry have been su far without result. 


New York, February 21st.—Archbishop McAbee, of Ire- 
land iu his pastoral for Loins refers to Parnell’s conferen- 
ces with Rochfort and Victor Hugo ;“A calnmity more ter- 
rible than any that has yet befallen us seems tothreaten our 
people to-day. Allies for our conntry iv her struggle for 
justice are sought from the ranks of impious infidels, who 
have plunged their own uul:appy land into misery. Will 
Catholic Ireland tolerate such an indignity ?” 


London, February 21st.—Fiftecu collieries in Yorkshire 
and 12,000 men are idle, and grent distrexs exists. 

London, Februnry 21st.—The English members who 
voted in the mmority on Gladstone’s motion that at mid- 
night the the remaining clauses of and amendments to the 
Protection bill be put forthwith, are: John Holker, Con- 
servative ; John Hay, Liberal Conservative ; Heary Tyler, 
Conservative ; Johu P. Edwards, Liberal ; MacDounald, 
Liberal ; Gorst, Conservative ; Edward Clarke, Conservative; 
Alexander Hope, Liberal Conservative ; Burt, Radical ; 
Labonclhere, Liberal ; Bradlangh, Radical ; Cowen; Radical, 
and Lewis, of Ulster Conservative, 

The House resumed the Protection bill. The Chair 
ruled four amendments out of order, but the Home Rulers 
insieted on dividing up the motion to report the bill and 
upon the motion that the Chairman leave the Chair. 

Labouchere’s amendment incorporating the Compensa- 
tin for the Disturbance bill with the Protection bill wa- 
ruled out of order. The third clause was adupted—199 to 
47. 

The committee stage of the bill is now finished. 


Paris, February 22nd.—The Agricultural Society adopt- 
ed a resolution demanding the Ministry to commence 


Negotiations with the United States for the reveeation of 


the alleged decision of the United States forbidding the 
landing of French wines at American porte, Ou the pretext 
that they are injurivus to health. ‘The Seciety believes 
that the decision is simply a reprisal for int cdsetion by 
Frauce of the importation of American wares. 

Brussels, February 22ud.—Ilu the Chamber of Depaties, 
to-day, the Minister of the Interior said there had been no 
case of trichinosis in Belyium. ‘The Goverument conse- 
quently did not intend to take vreventive measures, 

Dublin, February 22ud.—Troops from Newcastle started 
this. morning for General Colley’s camp, and reached 
without opposition, Schian Ho yte’s plateaa, the scene of 
Genernl Colley’s lust reverse. 

Havaun, Februnry 22ud.—Simon Cameron and party 
arrived at Nassau, N. P., on the 28th. They will remain 
for one night, and then go to Cuba, Camerou is in 
excellent health. 

Paris, February 22ud.—The Chamber of Deputiea, by a 
vote of 304 to 109, rejected the motion fur an inquiry into 
the alleged promise of the Government to furnish 80,000 
murket« to Greece. 


Rome, February 22ud.—The Pups, in au address to the 
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Cardiuates, expressed regret at the renewed nttacks and in- 
sults heaped upon the Church in nearly all parts of the 
world. ‘Therefore, an extraordinary jubilee would be in- 
augurated this year throughout Charistendom, for the pur- 
pose of imploring the Almighty to bestow better times 
upon the Chureh. 

Berlin, February 22nd. —-Minister White celebrated 
Warhington’s birth day by giving a grand reception aud 
ball at the American Legation. All the prominent mem- 
bers of the Anglo-American Colony were present, and there 
was a brilliant attendance of native celebrities in science, 
liternture and art. 

London, February 22nd.—Pamell aud the other Irish 
members will address their constituents next Sanday. 

The Daily News says; If the improvement of the state 


of Ireland continues, it is probable thas the Government 


will not proceed with the arms bill. 
Arrangements are making for a Laud meeting iu each 


eonnty of Irel snd, outside of Ulster, next Sunday. 


Loudon, February 22nd.—In the House of Commons, the 
Attorney-General stated that the objectionable parts of 
Paruell’s speech at Clare would receive his eareful atten- 
tion. The announcement was received with cheers. 

Gladstone said he could not give the details of the Land 
bill until he presents the bill in the House, with a clear 
prospect of ing therewith. 

Loudon, February 22nd.—The House of Commons to- 
night took up the Protection bill as amended iu Committee. 

After several clauses moved by Home Rulers had been 
rejected, the clause moved by Sullivan providing that no 
person be discharged at a greater distance than five miles 
from the place of arrest, was agreed to. 

Forster's amendment limiting retrospective action to the 
30th of September, 1881, was carried. 

In course of the debate Parnell declared the Fenian or- 
ganization iu Ireland ws never less active. 

Paris was Stephen's residence, and he had merely retarn- 
ed thither from the United States, where he had been op- 
posing the Land League. The Home Secretary said thie 
Government had grounds for believing that Feninanism still 
existed, and still designed to carry vut its objects by the moet 
abominable and detextible means. He referred to O’Dono- 
van Ruossa’s utterances, and the violent speech by Juha 
Devoy, formerly a political convict in America. 

The debate was adjourned. 

Dublin, February 23rd.—A meeting of the Land League 
wns held to-day. Detectives noted all attending. 

Paruell telegraphed advising the League to postpone the 
weetings called for Sunday, as it was desirable that the 
terms of the Land bill should be known before the meetings 
are held. 

The small farmer reported shot dead near Ballevant, 
County Cork, Tuesdey, was only wounded. 

Two large furmers, members of the Land League, have . 
been arrested. 

Berlin, February 23rd.—Count Von Enulenbarg insists 
on resigning. The report that the other Ministers intend 
to resign is untrue. 

Parix, February 23rd.—The Directors of Arsenals have 
prohildted the selling of arma or ammauition or executing 


contracts, and Pretects of Departments are instructed to 


prevent arms for eubarkation from leaving France. Receutly 
B Igium bought a quautity of arms and ammunition for 
Greece. 

London, February 23rd.—The Bey of Tunis had a stormy 
alteracation with the French Consul, protesting against the 
arbitrary proceedings of France and the system o ter- 
rorism pursued toward him by the French Consul. The 
grentest excitement prevails, and demonstrations hostile to 
the French are feared. 

London, February 23rd.— Thirty-six successive shocks 
of earthquake occurred at St. Michaels, in the Azores. 
One church and two hundred houses have fallen, and several 
persons have been killed. 

London, February 23rd.—Parnell has written to the 
Secretary of the Land League at Clare, retracting his 
alvice to plough up the land, because he has learned that 
unjust and bacbarous laws nake such acts punishable by 
seven years of penal servituce. 


— 
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London, February 23rd.—The Home Rule members of 
the House of Commons are determined to exhaust the sit- 
tings to-day and to-morrow with amendments to the Pro- 
tection bills. 

London, February 23rd.—It is learned that the Govern- 
ment will interfere with Parnell’s demonstration at Cork, 
next Sunday. 

London, February 23rd.—Many Sligo farmers who have 
refused to pay rent higher than at Griffin's valuation, are 
now hastening to pay the landlords’ terme. 

London, Februnry 23rd.—The private powder-ma-azine 
at Cork has been foreibly entered and the powder -tolen. 

London, February 23rd.—In the House of Commons, 
Gladstone gave notice that if consideration of the bill for 
the better protection of persons and property in Ireland, as 
amended, is not concluded to-day, he would move to have 
the amendments put forthwith, at 7 o'clock to-morrow 
evening, and for immediately afterward commencing the 
third rending of the bill. 

London, February 23rd.—In the House of Commons 
consideration of the Protection bill was continued ina 
dilatory manner. Two Home Rule amendments intended 
to introduce the distinct provisions in the bill that prisoners 
be leniently treated and allowed to associate with each 
other, were rejected by majorities of 115 and 224, Forster 
merely saying that the Guverument would do its Lest to 
prevent hardship. 

During the debate T. P. O’Connor was warned, and 
Healy silenced by the Speaker for irrelevancy aud repeti- 
tions. 

Considerntion of the bill was not finished when the 
House was obliged to rize by the rule governing Wednesday's 
sittings, Gladstone's notice, therefore, that he would move 
for having amendments put forward to-morrow evening, 


holds good. 


New York, February 23th.—The Herald’s Dublin 
special says: At the Land League meeting held bere, to-day, 
a letter was read from Eayan, vow in Paris, denouncing 
Shaw's manifesto as an audacious assumption of leadership, 
and asking, “ Who, inv Ireland, for a moment believe that a 
handful of renegades, who followed Shaw, represented the 
country ?” He adds: “Do Shaws, Irvingtous, Blenner- 
hassets, Colthurts, Martins, Henrys, Frys, and the rest of 
the traitors who basely deserted the Irish leader in the 
face of the enemy, think that they can drag the country 
back into the slums of corruption and whiygery, or that 
they will induce people to adopt a “ Bomba” Gladstone, to 
idulize Bright, the cvercionist, or to offer thansyiving for 
what is well described as a mixture of buckshot and good 
intentions which is being offered them by Chief Secretory 
Forster? He says that the cnase of the League is recviv- 
ing support from the press of all shades of opinion in 
France. 

London, February 24th.—Rev. Benj. Speke, brother of 
the well-known African explorer, drowned himself in the 
Sommersetshire river. 

The Cnpe Government terms to the Basutos must be 
accepted in twenty-four hours, 

Paris, February 24th.—In the Senate, Duke De Broglic 
declared the information furnished by the Government on 
Greek affairs was insufficient. Occult and anderhand men- 
sures had been taken, under the shelter of certain high 
inflaence. Ho wished to know who investigated the 
Thomas mission, and made the promise of rifles to Greees. 

Premier Ferry replied that the mission was au ordinary 
normal act, but the irreconciliables of the Right and Left 
had distorted its unture. De Freycinet, his preceecessor, 
had previously ascertained that the despatch of French 
officers to Greece and German officials to Turkey was in no 
way calculated to disturb the concert of Powers. 

Ferry reminded the House of the vote of the Duke De 
Cazex, Wherein it was maintained that there were no re- 
strictions on the sale of arms, provided war was not at the 
time declared, ‘The Government, having heard of the xale 
of war material, had absolutely prohibited its exportation 
and, consequently, not a single cartridge had left the 
country, 

The order of the day, pure and simple. was dopte 
es y | uple, was then adopted 

Berlin, February 24th.—The Reichsiag to-day com- 
menced the discussion of the budget. Privy Councillor 


Schblese, Secretary of the Imperial ‘Treasury, said the 
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financial your of 1879-80 closed with a surplus of 23,000,000 
imarks. The present budget was somewhat altered in form, 
!'The incrensed receipts from the tebacco tax was estimated 
“at 26,000,000 marks and from the matriculation contribu- 
tions 24,000,000 marks, as compared with those of the last 
financial year. ‘The permanent expenditure showed an 
inerense of 22,000,000 marks, 17,000,000 being for the 
Army. The sums set aside for exceptional outlay are 


! 6,000,000 marks less than last year, but 23,000,000 marks 


to he employed in defraying the cost of the changes in the 
formation of the Army were not comprixed under this head, 
The permanent revenue showed an increase of 8,000,000 
marks. 

Herr Richter mentioned that no saving was effected in 
any department, and denied that Bismarck’s customs policy 
had produced any good. Bismarck was drawing everything 
more and more under his personal direction. Germany was 
under a dictatorship. As soon as any of the chicfs of 
departments showed any independence they were snppressed 
and thus the Administration was thrown into a state of 
dixorganization and vacillating character. This personal 
régime caused a confusion in Parliament and in Parliamen- 
tary parties. 

Biamarek replied that no conntry could look forward to 
a fature with such calm security ns Germany. ‘The Chan- 
cellor was answerable not to the Reichstag alone but above 
all to the Emperor. A timorous Chancellor who always 
waited for directions from the Reichstag, who had no 
Opinions of hix own, would be an entirely superfluous official. 
He declared that if his agreement with the heads of depart. 
menta was ever disturbed, it should iuvarinbly be snid, 
“Both of us can no longer remain in office.” His sole 
guiding star was the question of, “ What good does it 
bring to the Fatherland?” 

The debate was adjourned. 

London, Febraary 24th.—Gladstone is able to attend (o 
Government business. 


Mount Proapect, Natal, February 24th.—General Colley 
reconnoitered the enemy’s position, aud obtained important 
information. The Bo-rs are massing large bodies of troops. 

Berlin, February 24th.—The Prince of Wales and the 
Dake of Edinburg will be pr. sent at the weddiug on Sun- 
day next of the oldest eon of the Crown Prince. Special 
envoy Viscount Torrington will represent Queen Victoria. 
Among others present in Berliu are: Prince and Princess 
Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, Grand Duke Alexis, Grand 
Duke of Baden, Grand Duke of Hesse, King and Quoen of 
Saxony, Duke of Aosta, Archduke Carl (Ludwig, brother of 
the Emperor Joseph, Prince Heury of Netherlands, Crown 
Prince of Sweden, Prince Arnulph of Bavaria, Prince 
August of Wurtemburg, nud members of the royal families 
of all the German States. 

London, February 24th.—At 5.80 Hartington moved 
that all the amendments to the Protection bill be put at 7 
ym. Adopted—871 to 42. 

Nolan was speaking on the Protectiun bill when 7 o'clock 
arrived, and the Speaker put the amendment, and it and 
others were negatived. 

Forster moved the third reading of the bill. 

Justin McCarthy moved its rejection. The Government 
could not expect to counteract the alleged plots and con- 
spiracies in America hy coercing Ireland. 

Harevurt, Home Secretary, after remarking on the ab- 
sence of Parnell, read extracts from the report of the speech 
made by Johu De Voy, in the United States. He argued 
that men like DeVey had their friends in England and 
Ireland, only kept down by the strong haud of the law. 
He also referred to the speech made by Davitt, in which the 
speaker warned the country agninst the wolf-dog, realy 
to bound in vengennece over tho Atlantic. 

“Tf,” concluded the Home Seeretary, “there were men 
who would nse such language, it would be the duty of 
Englishmen to stamp upon them as if they were a nest of 
vipers.” 

A.M. Sullivan argued that it was eraelty to the Irish- 
men at home to punish them for what was done in America. 

Hartington said it was intended on Monday to go into 
committee on supplies for explaining the Army estinin(cs. 

The Under Foreign Secretary said up to the time of his 
leaving the Foreign Office he had received no demand from 
the Bey ot ‘Tunis for protection, He had received a com- 
municution relative to the Boers’ interview with the Dutch 
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Consul, but it is not ofa nature to be presented to the 
House. 

London, February 25th.—A farmer was found beaten to 
death at Cadanstown, King’s County. He was one of a 
large number who had been going to various houses demand- 
ing arins. : 

The Irish demand for revolvers from Birmingham has 
completely subsided, probably owing to the Coercion bill. 

The debate in the House of Commons on the Protection 
bill, Locd George Hamilton, Conservative, said he was in 
Ireland the greater part of last Autumn, and he was able 
to say that the condition of Ireland was rather underrated 
than otherwiso. 

Joseph Cowen, Radical, Reform and Home Rule member, 
denounced the bill. 

Forster strongly defended it. He snid it was time for 
the House to show its strength and deliver Ireland froin 
the terrorism of unwritten law, and for Parliament to show 
itself strong cnongh to restore order. He hoped it would 
show itself strony enough to pass such measures as would 
render any future Coercion Lill unnecessary, by making the 
people of Ireland contented and prosperous. 

Arthur O' Couuor replied ina warm speech. At 12.30 
a.m. he sat down, whereupon, as no other Minister rose, 
the Speaker put the question on McCarthy’s motion for the 
rejection of the bill. Defeatel—321 to 57. Six English 
members voted with the minority. 

O'Connor wished to move au ameudment, but the Speaker 
could not accept it. 

O’Donnell rose amid cries of “ Divide !’? ‘The Speaker 
said: ‘It seems the general sense of the House that the 
question be now put.” The bill was then read a third time 
by a vote of 305 to 46. Bill passed—281 to 45. The 
Speaker will announce on Monday that the business is no 
longer urgent. 

London, February 26th.—The Financial Secretary of the 
Treasury iutends to move in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday for a sessionn! order limiting the scope of amend- 
ments. It may be moved when the supply is the first order 
of the dny on Monday. In-the absence of this order it is 
possible on Monday for amendments to be moved on any 
subject. It is understood that the Home-Rulers intend to 
avail themselves of this privileye to an extent that precludes 
all hope of a vote for the number of men in the army being 
taken, and even threatens to defer the statement of the 
Secretary of War. 

New York, Febrnary 26th.—A Dublin special says: Lord 
Annoilys’ thrent to evict all tenants on his Longford estates 
and take into his own hands about one-third of the entire 
country, has directed attention to the black shadow of 
eviction which is looming over a vast number of farmers in 
Treland. Tenants may at present be divided into three 
classes : First, those who are willing to pay, but are afraid 
to. Second, those who can pay, but will not. Third, those 
that are neither able nor willing to pay. The first class 
are very numerous ; they alrendy show signs, as Dillon says, 
of giving way. The second class, it is presumed, will 
follow the example of the first, but in respect to the third 
class it is feared a great difficulty will arise with those who 
cannot pay. Under the Coercion bill it will be impossible 
to resist eviction. The tactics which have worked so 
successfully heretofore will be utterly useless now, because 
every person resisting a process server or bailiff will be 
liable to arrest on the spot and imprisonment for eighteen 
wonths, without trial. 

London, February 26th.—The following is the copy of 
the eablegram sent by Devoy to Lord Harcourt, mentioned 
in previous despatches : “ Z'o the Home Secretary, London: 
You say you will stamp us out. Two can play at that 
game of stamping out. ‘The days when you cau stamp out 
Irish people are passed forever. Joun DEvory.” 

Dublin, February 26th.—The amount of money invested 
by the Laud League is considerably over £50,000, princi- 
pally in American securitics. A portion will be placed in 
French securities, Lut Gambetta’s hostility has causes 
complications in that direction. 

Athens, February 26th.—The European representatived 
separately interviewed Premier Coumoundeuras, counselling 
Greece to refrain from disturbing the peace. Coumoundeuras 
said he was willing to listen to the counsel of Europe, but 
hoped for a speedy execution of the decision of the Berlin 
Cou ference, 
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London, February 261h. — The election in East Cumber- 
aud to fill the parlinmentary vacancy caused by the death 
of Musgrave (Conservative), resulted in the choice of 
Howard (Libernl), over Lowther, Lord Beaconfield’s Chief 
Secretary for Ireland —3371 to 3041. 

Berlin, February 26th.—Ou the arrival of the Princess 
Augusta Victoria on the Parizer Platz, Burgomaster Furek- 
euback rend an address wishing, on behalf of the city, 
every blessing and happiness upon the marriage which the 
daughter of an ancient race of German Princes was about to 
contract. The Princess thanked the people from the bottom 
of her heart for the grand reception, saying that in retura 
for the love displayed for her in such rich measure she 
would seek henceforth to be regarded by the Berliners as 
entirely one of themselves. 

At the castle the Crown Prince escorted bis bride up the 
Staircase to the Swiss hall, where she was welcomed by 
the Royal Princess. She then proceeded to the Braden- 
burg Chamber, where the Emperor and Empress, with their 
guests, awaited her. ‘The marriage contract was signed in 
the Chamber of Kurfarst, after which the Emperor, preced- 
ed by the dignitaries, accompanied the bride to her apart- 
ments. Illuminations to-night are universal throughout 
“ae city, and joyous crowds paraded the streets until a late 
sour. 

The Emperor has accepted the resignation of Von Ealen- 
burg as Minister of the Interior. 

London, February 27th.—{ Miduight].—General Colley, 
in a despatch sent previous to the engagement to-day says : 
“We occupied Majola Mountain Saturday night. It im- 
mediately overlooks the Bocr position. The Boers are 
fighting us from below.” Later he saya: “ The Boers are 
still firing heavily on the hill, but they have broken up 
their lines, and have began to move away.” 

The War Office has the following telegram from Colonel 
Boad, commanding at Mount Prospect ; ‘ General Colley, 
with 22 officers and 627 men, infantry and naval brigade, 
proceeded on Saturday night to occupy Majola Mountain. 
The Boers attacked him at 7 o’clock Sunday moruing ; at 1 
p.m. the firing increased ; at 2.20 it became evident from 
the camp that we had lost the hill and our men were 
retiring under a heavy fire. There is no doubt that General 
Colley is killed.” 

General Wood telegraphs, corroborating the above, and 
says he will return to Newcastle Monday. 

London, February 27th.—A despatch from Durban states 
that two companies of highlanders remained on the summit 
of Spitzkop after the retreat, throwing stones down on the 
advancing Boers, and subsequently received them at the 
point of the bayonet. The guus from Mount Prospect 
greatly checked the pursuit of the Britieh. The enemy was 
largely reinforced by the Boers from the Orange Free 
State. The Boers were beaten off at Wakkerstroom after 
two hours’ fighting. The British loss was slight. 

Another account of the fight a¢ Spitzkop says, when the 
ammunition failed, the slaughter was fearful. Finally, the 
British made a desperate, but unsuccessful rush. The 60th, 
on foot, fought their way back to camp. It is stated that 
only 7 men of the 58th survive. The camp is being forti- 
fied at every point. 

Berlin, February 27th.—The religious ceremony of the 
marriage of Prince William and Princess Augusta was 
performed this morning in the chapel of the royal castle of 
the Chief Court Chaplain. There was a grand coart recep- 
tion afterwards in Whitehall, followed by a State banquet, 
at which the Emperor toasted the bride aud bridegroom. 

Paris, February 27th.—There was a great popular mani- 
festation to-day, in honor of the birthday of Victor Hugo. 
A large number of tho members of the Chamber of Deputies 
und other distinguished persons were received by H 
during the reception. A deputation marched through the 
cuormous crowd to the residence of the illustrious author, 
who saluted them from the wiudow. Louis Blanc delivered 
& panegyric on Hugo at Trocadero. 

Dublin, February 27th.—At a Land League demoastra- 
tion at Borris, Okaue, Tipperary, Dillon advised the tenant 
farmers to “Boycott” those who violated the laws of the 
league, despite the Coercion Act. 

Berlin, February 27th.—Uerr von Potekamer, Minister 
of Worship, has undertaken the duties of Minister of the 
Interior, in place of Vou Eulenberg. 


Mount Prospect, Natal., February 27th.—Gen. Colley, 








with six companies, has taken possession of Spitzkop, a 
position to the left of Lungsuek. Firiug has been heard 
all the morning. 

Newcastle, Natal, February 27th.—A 
took place to-day between the Boers 
force, and the latter was driven from its 
kop. There was great less ou both sides. 
officers were killed and wounded. 

A later telegram from Colley’s camp says all) the wound- 
ed coming in agree that Gen. Colley has been killed, aud 
chat only one hundred British excapel. The Boers charged 
up the hill four times and were about retreating when the 
British were forced to retire because the ammunition bad 
had not been taken to the extreme summit, 

London, February 28th.—Genoral Colley was shot 
through the head. 

The losses of the Sixteeenth Foot are supposed to be 
light ; all the officers ezenped. ‘The other regiments suffer- 
ed heavily in both officers aud men. 

Commander Ramily, of the Naval Brigade, is said to be 
dead. Sir Evelyn Wood has gono to the frout. General 
Roberts succeeds Geueral Colley. 

London, February 28th—The Colonial Secretary aud 
the military authorities are completing arrangements which 
the former says would meet tho situation in ‘Cransvaal. 

London, Febriiary 2%th.—In the Ilouxo of Lorde the 
Protection bill was rend tho first time. To-morrow is 
fixed for the second reading, and Wednesday the House 
will go into Committee on the third reading. 

In tho House of Coinmons Hartington asked urgently for 
the Arms bill and the army cutimates. He said he would 
axk a vote to that effect to-morrow, when he will move the 
Arms bill. ‘The statement was interrupted by cries from 
the Home Rulers, 

London, Febrisary 28th.—In the House of Commons, 
Dilke said Peru asked England and France to mediate in 
the war between the South American Republics, and they 
agived ty do so, provided Chile is agreeable. England and 
France asked Germany and Italy to join the mediation. 
Italy accepted the jiroposal, but Germany decliued. 

London, February 28th.—The amount of bullion gone 
into the Bauk of England is £90,000. ‘The amount with- 
drawn is £363,000, all for America. 

London, February 281h.—Carlisle bequeathed his Dam- 
frieshire estate to the University of Edinburgh. 


New York, February 28th.—A Dublin telegram says : 
The Emergency Committee are taking stcps to meet the 
wishes of « large number of anti-Land Lenguers, who are 
about to evict dufaulting tenants, and who desire that the 
commiteee should eupply them with Protestant tenants 
from Ulster aud elsewhere. Lists will be opened for the 
names of those willing to accept farms from which tenants 
have been evicted, and doubtless there will be uo lack of 
applicants, for exaggerated descriptions of the power which 
will be placed in the hands of the authorities by the Coer- 
cion bill, have already emboldened all who opposed the 
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be expected when the grent eviction wave sweeps over the 
country. The League has issued a circular to the Secre- 
(aries of Branch Leagues throughout Ireland, asking the 
details of all evictions since January Ist. 

Durban, February 28th.—The vessels in the harbor are 
fiving flags nt half-must for Gen. Colley. 

Sir Evelyn Wood left Pietermaritzbury for the front. 

Lieutenant Maud and Captain Morris were killed and 
Captain Singleton was severely wounded, in yesterday's 
eugagemenuts. 

London, February 28th.—In the Honse of Commons, 
Lord Hartington suid it was no fault of the Government 
that the Land bill was «o long delayed, but it was the ſcult 
of those who had waxted time over the Protective bill. 
The supplemental vote tur the Army and Navy, in connec- 
tion with the Tranavanl war, and for the Irish Constabulary, 
are very pressing, and it was necessary to pass them early, 
Harcourt would, he said, in the absence of the Secretary, 
Forster, move to-morrow fur leave to introduce the Arms 
bill, Lord Hartington concluded by earnestly appealing to 
the members who had notices to allow the Secretary for 
War to make a statement. 

Several members then postponed their notices. 

Lord Hartington, replying to several questions, said it 
was impossible to name the day for the iutroduction of the 
supply. 

O'Donnell, Home Rule member for Dungarvan, moved 
his amendment, that the conduct of the Irish magistrates, 
in refasing bail for bailable offences, was most unjust. 

Several otber Home Rulers supported the amendment, 

The Attorney General for Ireland reminded the House 
that the duties of the magistrates, in regard to buil, were 
laid down by the Statutes, and were not under the cuntrol 
of the Executive. 

After some discussion, O’Donnell’s amendment was re- 


jected, 


McCone, Home Role member for Wicklow county, called 
attention to the Constitution of the Irish magistracy, and 
to the whole body of County officials, and condemued them 
as operating inequitably against Catholics. 

Johnson, Liberal from Mallow, stated that the appoint- 
mente of the magistrates nre made without regard to re- 
ligion, and if the county officials are wrougly appointed the 
remedy must be fuuud in the forthooming County Govern- 
ment. 

The Home Rulers continued the discussion, thus pre- 
venting Childers, Secretary of War, from iutroduacing the 
army estimates. 

London, February 28th.—A despatch from Mount Pros- 
pect says the Boers carried the British position on Spilzkop 
by a rush. The correspondent was taken prisoner, but 
afterwards released. He says the body of Gen. Colley is 
on the hill. It is quite clear the loss of the hill was not 
due to the failure of ammunition. Gen. Colley overestimated 
the strength of his position and left its most vital point, 
which the Boers attacked in force, but poorly defended. 


tactics of the Land League. Numerous evictions, many of |The squadron will immediately land « brigade of seamen 


the most distressing churacter, are taking place all over 
Ireland. 

. The eviction of Rev. Patrick. Hurley, parish priest of 
Kilkoman, Kings county, has created no little consterna- 
tion. The reverend father’s predecessor took the house aud 
farm of forty-two acres from u middleman landlord, and re- 
taining the house and garden, sublet the land to three 
tenants at a rent of £67 and a valuation of £42. When the 
reverend entleman was uppointed to the parish he had to 
take up the land and work it ata loss. Ho had also held 
himself responsible for tho rent of the sub-tenants, who fell 
into arrears. The priest then handed the land over to an 
energetic young farmer of the neighborhood. The middle- 
man laud ord refused tu recognize this tenant, and took 
proceedings against Rev. Mr. Hurley, and the sub-tenants 
on the smaller portion of tho farm. The County Court re- 
fused to grant n decree, but the cise was taken to the 
Queen’s Bench, and the result was that on ‘Tuesday morning 
last, the parish priest was evicted, and his furniture put 
into the street. His sub-tenants were similarly treated. 

_ In the recent evictions at Newton and Hamiltou, County 
Armagh, on the property of the Rev. Mr. McGeogh, a 
woman stoned the Bailiffs and invoked curses on the 
landlord, while the aged and sick people wero carried out 
bnd Inid at the roadside. These are typical of what may 
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and marines, with guns, at Durban, and they will be sent 
to the front. Orders have been sent to Jamaica for the 
despatch of aship to Bermuda to order the trvop-ship 
Orontes, due there on the 5th instant, to proceed to the 
Cape with the Ninety-ninth Regiment. The troop-ship 
Euphrates has been ordered to embark the Eighty-filth 
Regiment at Bombay in a week hence, proceed to Columbo 
and embark six companies of the 102 regiment, and proceed 
to Durban, where she will arrive on the 22nd inst. These 
reinforcemeuts number 2000 men. 

Another correspondent estimates that two thousand Boers 
took part in the Spitzkop engagement. A private telegram 
states that threé companies of the 58th Regiment were al- 
most annihilated. General Wood, before leaving Picter- 
marttzburg, was sworn in as Governor of the colony. 

Dablin, February 28th.—Hearne, land ageut to the bro- 
ther of the late Lord Montmorris, has been fired at by two 
men near bis residence at Ballinrobe, aud mortally wounded. 
He received six pistol shots. 

The Secretary of the Land Lengue received a communi- 
cation from Parnell ordering the League to be ready to hold 
representative meetings on such Sunday following the in- 
troduction of the Land bill as the League may decide upon. 
_ Twomembers of the Land League were arrested at; Tralee, 
in connection with the raid of an armed baud iu Kerry. 
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The Takasaki railway has, as we havo stated in previous 
issues, Leen definitely sanctioned by the Government, and 
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thonssnd yen and upwards to be directors. Twowillion yen, 
that is to say about one-tenth of the total capital, to be sab- 
scribed within two years by the projectors and the money to be 
actually paid ap as a token of good faith. As to the qualifica. 
tions of a subscriber there will be no restrictions whatsoever. 
The work being one in which the interests of the whole 
nation are concerned, princes, nobles, peasants, and tradesmen 
alike an invited to purchase stock, and the list of those who 
promote the scheme will be compiled, not according to social 
rank, bat according to the amount of each shareholder's 
subscription. The Government on the other hand undertakes 
to purchase or provide the land required for the road, sach 
portions as are the property of the State to be placed at the 
disposal of the Company gratis, and such portions as belong 
to private individuals to be acquired at a reasonable assess- 
ment. Farther—and this is the one blot on the whole 
scheme—the State guarantees the shareholders eight per cent. 


- | on paid up capitcl, not only during the progress of the works, 


but for a period of ten years after their completion. Of this 
last item we cannot altogether approve. It will no doubt be 
argued that the proposed lines are certain to pay more than 
the guaranteed percentage, and that some protection from 
the State is essential to the consummation of the project. 
All this may be very true, and it is also indisputable that 
the development of her internal traffic is of paramount 
importance to the vitality of Japan, but has it occurred 
to the Government that eight per cent. is a rate of 
interest not often obtained on railway investments? Is it 
not more than probable that such a guarautee will render the 
Company virtually independent of the public, and that per- 
functory management as well as a lack of enterprise, and a 
general disregard of passengers’ convenience, will be the ulti- 


will no doubt be speedily commenced. More than this, how- 
ever, is on the tapis, as will be seen from the following 
table :— 


mate characteristics of men to whom a comfortably fat income 
is assured, however unfavorable the verdict of their coustita- 


A line from Tokiyo to Takasaki, to be connected by the 
Nakasendo route with T'suruga in Yechizen, thus 
forming a continuous line of commanication between 
the Eastern and Western Capitals. 

A branch of the Nakasendo line in the direction of Yechigo 
to be continued by Niigata to Dewa. 

A live from Kokura in Buzen (Kiushiu) to Nagasaki in 

Hizen, with a branch to Kumamoto in Higo. 

The Takasaki line to be continned to Awomori (in the 
extrerme north of Japan) and to be divided into five 
sections viz, :— 

Section L—From Tokiyo to Takasaki. 

Section II.—A branch of the above to Shirakawa. 
Section III.—A line from Shirakawa to Sendai. 
Section 1V.—From Sendai to Morioka. 

Section V.—From Morioka to Aomori. 

The total cost of the above is roughly estimated at nineteen 
million yen, an amount probably mach Jess than will 
really be required. The projectors propose to form a com- 
pany entitled ‘The Railway Company of Japan (Nihon 
Tetsudo Kuwaisha), all purchasers of stock to the value of five 
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ents may be? Such, at any rate, was the experience in India, 
where the interest guaranteed by the State always proved to 
be more or less in excess of the profits actually realized by 
the lines. It might be usefal also to enquire where the fands 
required for the payment of this interest are to be procured. 
They can only come out of the pockets of the shareholders 
themselves in the form of taxes, and the result is, that not 
only do the people lend the money on which they rely for 
reimbursement, but they also pay to the State for becoming 
their temporary shareholders, all the expenses incarred in 
assessing and collecting those taxes. Surely this is not very 
consistent with any acknowledged principle of political 
economy. 


A circular lately forwarded to Italy by the Italian firm of 
Lotteri, Calcutta, contains matter of very great importance 
to the silk trade of Japan. The document sets out by 
declaring that a plan has been discovered by which either the 
Government or the merchauts of Italy can immediately pro- 
ceed to realize large profits by a metho: which, if developed, 
cannot fail to become a source of permanent wealth to the 
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country, "his exordium is not calculated to enlist confidence, | 
but for all that, the scheme propounded in the circular seems 
to bear very close inspection. The statistics, it says, of all 
uations interested in the silk industry, shew that for the past 
thirty years, various causes, chief among which is the im- 
possibility of rearing silk-worms successfully, have united to 
to render Europea large pecuniary contributor to Asiatic 
coffers. The evidence of this fact says, when reduced to 
figures, that the average aggregate of ycarly payments made 
by England, France, Germany and Italy to China and Japan 
for raw silk, cocoons &c., has for its maximum and minimum, 
five hundred, and two hundred and sixty millions of francs 
respectively. Great Britain indeed compensates herself in 
part by the sale of opium, but other European countries are 
compelled to disburse gold sufficient to supply material for 
the five handred thousand looms that constitute the silk 
manufactory of the west. To devise some remedy for this 
commercial disadvantage has long been the desire of thinking 
men, and about two years ago the Italian Consul-General 
Gallian, sent to the Commercial and Industrial Department 
in Rome, specimens of a new kind of silk-worm called 
‘“ Tusser.”” These were distributed to different Agricultural 
Societies throughout the country with directions as to the 
method of rearing, &c. Eight handred samples were also 
divided between the Chamber of Commerce and certain other 
Industrial Institutes. Official reports of the results have 
since been furnished, but their import is not yet known to 
the public, Several manufacturers, however, who bought 
the “‘Tusser ” cocoons, obtained an excellent outcome, more 
especially Messrs. G. Gaffari, Griffini and Co. of Codroipo, 
whose commendation is couched in very strong terms. A 
commission subsequently appointed by the English Govern- 
ment declared the silk equal to that of the worm nourished 
ou mulberry leaves both in firmness, elasticity and clearness. 
The “ Tusser ’ worm thrives in the open air and may be 
fed with eighteen different kinds of food, but its favorite diet 
is oak-leaves, and the compilers of the circular under con- 
sideration, point ont that there are in Italy fally three million 
hectares of uncultivated land, on which the oak family might 
be successfully grown both in northern and southern regions. 
Farther, in order to denionstrate their own freedom from in- 
terested motives, the Messrs. Lotter offer to supply cocoons 
gratis, to the first Italian Society under whose auspices a 
bandred thousand hectares of land are planted with the 
necessary oaks ; the cocoons, with live chrysalides for pro- 
ducing eggs to be had on application to the the Consul- 
General for Italy at Calcutta. If cocoons with carbonized 
chrysalides for obtaining filature silk are desired, they can be 
procured direct from the writers of ‘the circular, who having 
made a speciality of this article, are prepared to supply it, 
with directions for ungamming &c. The denominations of 
the different shrabs which serve as food for the worm 
« Tysser,” living in the open air, are as follows :—All kinds 
of onks especially Quercus egilops; Terminalia Catapa, ala- 
ta et tormentosa; Syzygium jambolanun ; Zizyphus jujuba ; 
Bombar malabariun ; Shorea robusta ; Tectona grandis ; 
Lagerstroemia pariflora ; Ficus religiosa et indica; Sapini 
Schiferum ; Jatropha curcas; Conocarpus latifolia ; Pentap- 


fera arjund ; Wrightia and Gnidia. 


There is no doubt something of the advertisement in the 
tone of this circular. It would probably pay Messrs. Lotteri 
extend their generosity even beyond the limit of the 
rousand hectares, provided they could thereby 
dewand for their carbonized cocoons iu the 
interim between the cultivation of the waste Jands and the 
maturity of ihe proposed plantations, Neither would their 
snterest in the prospects of the “ Tusser” worm be limited 
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to this stage of its carcer, unless indeed the stories of its 
hardy habits aud valuable producing powers be greatly ex. 
aggeratud ; so that men who are disposed to be Sceptical are 
not without grounds for regarding this circnlar as a clever 
devico to attract clicnts. But it is least equally probable that 
the new discovery may justify its panogyrists’ enthusiasm, 
and that the prospects of silk-prodacing countries in the 
Orient are likely to be seriously impaired by it. The dif. 
ficulty of providing a sufficiency of mulberry leaves for the 
voracious “ Yama-mai” has hitherto proved an important 
obstacle to its European nurtare, and farunishes at the same 
time the only rational excuse for the export of silk-worm egg 
cards from Japan, for when the advocates of this pernicious 
trade point out that the eggs they send abroad are a surplus 
produce which must otherwise perish for lack of sustenance, 
their plea is not altogether frivolous. Of course an answer 
always suggests itself so long as any waste lands remain un- 
planted with mulberries, bat in Europe the question of climate 
comes into consideration, and if a hardy worm has really 
been found, capable of thriving in the open air, and abore 
all on many forms of nurture indigenous in the country, 
it were difficult to over-estimate the effects likely to be 
produced on the silk trade of Japan. At any rate we shall 
watch the career of the “ Tusser” with keen interest, whether 
its introduction to public notice be the result of its own 
merits or of Messrs. Lotteri’s speculative genius. 





The unseasonably cold winds and chill showers that dis- 
tinguished last month, depriving us of all faith in the 
presence of spring and banishing the recollection of plum- 
blossoms, have ill-befriended tea-house owners and that world 
of merry limpets that fatten on the frailty of mankind, 
Probably indeed under any circumstances fewer folks than 
usual would have gone a-Maying this year. The genisl 
current of the soul “has been in too many cases frozen by 
something more bitter than lingering winter, and on rastice 
slone has the sun of prosperity shone for season. While 
the cities are in mourning for the death of plenty, the shires 
are jubilant over its birth, and it is long since such a crowd 
of jovial pilgrims has travelled townwards from country 
hamlets and remote villages as that which is enjoying iteelf ia 
and about Kiyoto at present. Tokiyo is less favoured, bat 
in the Western Capital every inn is filled to overflowing, 
and extra trains each day scarcely suffice to convey the 
plethora of passengers. It is well for these people that the7 
have time to take holidays, and money to purchase pleasure, 
but it it difficult to be more than tolerant of their debonnt 
mood when one contrasts it with the financial troubles tha 
beset their country. A purse that is open at both ends 
cannot be long fall, neither can a Government feel quite * 
ease when its expenses are increasing constantly in the same 
ratio as its income diminishes. For the agricultural classes 
the depreciation of the currency is equivalent to » diminu- 
tion of taxes; for the Government it represents s contrac: 
tion of revenue and an expansion of liabilities. It is no to 
be supposed that this state of things can be permanent, bat 
prophets of insolvency and disaster will do well © a 
member that the country is its Government's bauk. This 
precipitate descent of paper money has a signification 
not without comfort, for it means that specic has attained § 
value far in excess of its purchasing power, and that mes 
are luying and hoarding coin just as they would any * 
commodity on which popular fancy had resolutely fixed its 
How far this reaction may go it is difficult to foretell, ba 
the result cannot be anwholesome. ‘The Japanes¢ — 
impressionable people—almost romantic indeed 1 thet 
likes and dislikes, as our own experience cau testify. COP 
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vared with the Chinese they ate as mercury to lead, and if 
their easily excited impetuosity makes them capable of 
great efforts, it also largely enhances the difficulty of ruling 
them temperately. They have learned that rabbits, roses and 
swine are not essential to temporal well-beiug, and they are 
now on their way to the discovery that gold and silver have 
of themselves no more value than iron and tin. There will 
be some cimbarrassement in the ‘Treasary and much aphorismic 
clamour among gazetteers Lefure the lesson is universally 
cammitted to memory, but if we survive the interval, we shall 
have leisure to laugh in the issue. 





Apart feom the desirability of obtaining uniformity in the 
paper currency, and of substitating for notes now on the verge 
of destruction others of a more permanent and convenient 
natare, tho new Treasury issue has, we understand, been 
undertaken for the purpose of ultimately determining the 
exact amount of paper in circalation. Considerable quanti- 
ties ave believed to have been burned vr otherwise lost, and 
it is obviously a desideratum that the public should be accu- 
rately informed in such matiers. It would appear, however, 
that officinl integrity is not thoroughly credited. People 
suspect, or pretend to suspect, that they are again to be sab- 
jected to a piece of financial finesse, and that somehow or 
other inflation will hereafter be found to have accompanied 
tris exchange. Certainly if Japan's rulers be half su wily 
as their detractora pretend, they onght to occupy a very high 
place in the list of political strategists. 


The foreign residents of Tokiyo will, na doubt, have been 
particularly pleased with the eleventh article of the new 


* regulations for the conduct of the Japanese gendannerie, 


‘which directs that any soldicr in » state of intoxication or 
causing disturbance, ete, spall be immediately arrested and 
conducted to his barracks under escort. Whether cheap liquor 
or high pay has been the cause, the garrison of Tokiyo canuot 
be complimented on its sobriety. The streets of a city infested 
by inebriated Englishmen, in numbers equal to those one 
may see in Toxiyo on any gala day, would be indeed a pan- 
demonium, but Japanese are fortunately mach gentler in 
their cups than our own countrymen. Still, there have been 
not a few instances of insults offered to European ladies and 
gentleman by soldiers, who, so long as they succeeded in 
staggering along without committing any violent assault, 
were left unmolested by the police. Indeed, the blue-coated 
myrmidons of the law have always been held rather cheap by 
the military, and it is not at all surprising that it should have 
been 80. The mutual hostility of the two services is based 
upon a much stronger foundation than the senseless jealousy 
shat engenders a similar, though less bitter, discord in the 
West, and the authorities have probably found that so long 
as men preserve any memony of the part taken by the police 
sword-bands in the Satsuma rebellion, constables will never 
be quietly suffered to exercise their functions where a soldier 
is the offender. ‘The possession of his side-arms too, gives 
the military man an advantage of which he does not fail to 
make the most, finding himself opposed by a wooden staff, 
not always very skillfully wielded. In truth this pernicious 
regulation, which permits a soldier to wander about the wine- 
shops with his bayonet in his belt, is almost incomprelen- 
Sibly injudicious. The one excnse assigned is that the 
Japanese wilitary man inherits from his forefathers « romantic 
Altachment to his sword, and that to deprive him of it 
Would certainly cause serious disturbance. But surely the 
thing has been done already, nut in the case of thirty 
thousand soldiers, half of whom are rustics that never handled 
* Weapon before they donned the uniform, but in that of four 
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hundred thousand Samurai, who might justly have been ex- 
pected to resent such an innovation, ‘he soldier ought to 
he taught that his uniform, not his bayonet, is his badge of 
office, and that ncat dress and a smart bearing will do more 
to insure respect, even with an empty belt, than shoes ex 
pantoufies, dirty leggings, and a greasy great coat, acconi- 
panied by side arms. Perhaps, when this happy amoral 
reformation is effected, peaceful citizens will be less jostled 
against and leered at in their goings and comings, bat in the 
meanwhile this eleventh article of the Gendarmerio Regala- 
tions will, no doubt, serve to keep the misanthropic bias of 
inebriation in abeyance, a benefit for which we have to thank 
the good sense of the Japanese nuthorities, not less than the ac- 
tivity of H. B. M. Chargé «Affairs, whose repeated repre- 
sentations on the subject have now at last borne good fruit. 





The estimates for the service of the Gendarmerie for the 
remainder of the fiscal year—viz, a period of three months, 
April, May and Jane—have just been passed by the Privy 
Council. The amount is yen 150,400, which would represent 
a yearly expenditure of about six hundred thousand yen. 





The trade retarns of the new Japanese settlement at Ginsan 
in Corea, show that the total value of the exports and imports 
froin the time of opening (May 1880) till the end of last year, 
amounted to three handred and eighty three thousand one 
hundred and thirty one yen. Of this sam yen 185,827 odd 
represent the value of Curean produce exported from Gensan, 
and yen 247,250 odd, that of the merchandise imported by . 
the Japanese settlers, foreign goods to the amount of no less 
than yen 234,439 forming an item of the latter total. The 
number of Japanese settlers is 209, of whom 46 are women. 
It thas appears that each member of the community, exclu- 
sive of females buat inclading fifty-three officials—some of 
whom mast have a tolerably easy time of it, seeing that they 
are in the proportion of about one to every three settlers— 
exports or imports guods to the amount of from four to five 
thousand yen per annum. On the Srd of last November an 
exhibition of Japanese imports, after the fashion of that on 
the swamp in this Settlement, was inaugurated, but the 
Coreans, though they came and still continue to come there 
in tolerable numbers, have hitherto confined themselves to 
enquiring the price of a few insignificant articles, such as 
matches, soap, scissors and so forth. 





It is confidently predicted that the regulations forbidding 
the export of rice from Fusan and Gensan will shortly be 
abolished, in which event a merry trade will probably be 
driven for a season, but in the meantime successful specula- 
tions are not uncommon ; instance the case of a Japanese 
merchant who has just sold the Corean Government a small 
sailing vessel—its second—at a profit of four thousand yen. 





After all it appears that we have been guilty of an injustice 
in attributing the recent scarcity of coal to Russian Squadrons 
and Chinese speculaturs. At Nagasaki the old rate—six 
yen per tou—has never varied throughout the season, and by 
adding about three dollars, we might have been supplied with 
warmth different from that begotten of the exorbitant prices 
we have lately been obliged to jmy. Carriage is of course 
the troable. ‘Takashima caunot yet afford bags, and failing 
these the Mitsnbishi freights are deterrent, so that we are 
dependent on chance steamers fur our supply. This evil, 
however, is not likely to be permanent. Unless rumour be 
utterly unreliable the long contemplated transfer of the Taka- 
shima coal mine from Mr. Goto Shojiro’s hands to those of 
Mr. Iwasaki Yataro, of the Mitsubishi S. 5, Company, is 
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eitlier consuumated or on the verge of consummation, 
this be so we are never likely to run short of coals again, nor 
will the Treasury have to wait long for its three hundred 


thousand yen. 


General Kuroda, chief of the Colonization Commission, 
has forwarded a letter of thanks, together with the sum of five 
thousand dollars, tothe family of the late Mr. J.G. van Gent, 
Junr., whe died last winter in Yokohama. The terms of the 
letter are as follows: —‘ General Kuroda desires to express his 
deep regret tor the misfortune which has deprived him of the 
services of Mr. van Gent. The deceased gentleman en- 
tered the service of the Colonization Commission in the year 
1879, and after his arrival in the Hokkaido, exhibited the 
utmost zeal and ability iu the discharge of his duties as civil 
Engineer, journeying from place to place and selecting 
suitable sites for the proposed works. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the prelimaries for these works had scarcely been fully 
completed, when he fell sick and died. General Kuroda 
now begs to enclose the sum of five thousand dollars to be 
handed to the family of the deceased gentleman, asa slight 
token of the esteem in which his valuable services were held. 
This sum also includes Mr. van (ient’s passage money to 
Holland, to which he was entitled by the seventh article of 
his agreement.” 

While sincerely applauding general Kuroda’s generosity, 
we cannot help wishing he had omitted the last paragraph of 
his letter. 





It is said that when Riukiua was included among the 
Japanese prefectures, some twenty men, representatives of 
the old Chinese families residing at the village of Kume, left 
the island and, crossing over to Foochow, took up their abode 
in a building set apart for the reception of Loochooan envoys 
from the time of the Min dynasty. These seceders are still 
living at Foochow, and their presence in China does not con- 
dace much to a peacefal settlement of the weary Riukiu 
question. 

If we desire a contast to this story of merry rustics troop- 
ing from the shrines of Ise to the cloisters of Koyasan and 
the Fane of Kumano Gongen, the God of oaths, it is furnish- 
ed hy the terms of a petition lately presented to fhe Mani- 
cipality of Tokiyo by Mr. Iwahashi, on behalf of the Hok- 
kaido Agricultural Society. ‘The document states that ow- 
ing to the unprecedented prices of the necessaries of life, and 
the repetition of disasterous fires during the past winter, 
great distress prevails among the poorer classes in Tokiyo. 
The measares of relief provided by the State are totally in- 
adequate to the emergency, and the Poor-houses at Uyeno 
have already received more than their allotted complement 
of inmates. Under those circumstances the Society pro- 
poses to take charge of all the able-bodied paupers with their 
wives and families, and transport them to Yezo, where ample 
agricultural employment exists. A scheme more consistent 
with economical aud charitable principles could scarcely be 
conceived, and it is to be earnestly hoped that no official ob- 
stacles may interfere with its consummation. 

We have been requested to give publicity to the following 
facts which are of great interest at the present time :-— 
THE POLICE AND THE PUBLIC. 


ACTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF PARIS. 

The Municipsl Council of Paris, which was suppressed by 
the Emperor, but restored to the exercixe of its important 
fuuctions by the R-public, have lately had uuder consideration 
the question of the police scrvices of the capital. As wus the 
case in England when the polive force was first organized, that 
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If| force is, in France, subject to Municipal control, and the budget 


of the expenses of the Services is voted by the Munici 
Councils. So numcrous, however, were the abuses which had 
been signalized in the management and conduct of the French 
police, since the comparative freedom of the Press which has 
followed upon the establishment of the Republic, that it had 
grown to be publicly admitted, that the population of Paris 
looked upon the Prefecture of Police as upon a hostile citadel 
elevated in their midst, while the Prefects of Police regarded 
themselves not as the servants, but as the masters of the 
citizens by whom they were paid. ; 

After a series of im 1¢ discussions upon the suject, the 
Council, on the 28th of June, 1880, appointed a Commuission to 
enquire into and thoroughly investigate the whole question of 
the police services. That Commission has just issued its 
Report (drawn up by M. Yves Guyot), a document so exhaus- 
tive and complete as to merit careful study by every man and 
woman able to recognise the fact that true civil freedom 
demands not merely obedience to the law on the part of the 
citizeus themselves, but also the rigid observance of the law on 
the part of those whose duty it is to enforce it, as well asa 
jealous maintenance of the publicity of all legal tribunals as 
op to secret espionage, denunciation, and the arbitrary 

e of irresponsible officiula. — 

As a first step towsrds the vindication of the above-named 
important safeguards of public liberty and order, the Municipal 
Council of Paria, after hearing the report of the Commission 
upon the Special Budget of the Prefecture of Police providing 
the funds for the maintenance of that branch of.the police 
services known as the “ Morals’ Police” (Police des Mcurs), 
voted by a majority of 48 to 7 the suppression of that body on 
the unds that the municipality who have no share in the 
appointment of the Prefect himself have no control over the 

l appointed by him, nor over the funds placed in his 
fiands for the expenses of that service, whose functions they 
rd as illegal and arbitrary ; and the Council add that the 
existence of the “ Aforals’ Police” “ endangers individual liber- 
ty, without producing the results it was intended to realise in 
respect of the maladies incidental to prostitution, or in respect 
of the surveillance over violations of the common law and 
public order, or ou inst morality.” 

This decree of the Municipal Council is to take effect on the 

Ist January, 1882, at which date the ‘ Morals’ Police” of 


Paris will cease to exist. 

This action on the of the Paris Municipal Council, and 
the reasons for it set forth in the masterly report of the Com- 
mission, are well worthy the consideration ef Englishmen at 
the present day. Mr. Stansfeld, M.P., has introduced a bill for 
the Re of the Contagious Diseases Acts. The passing of 
that Bill would involve the suppression of that special body of 
Metropolitan Police who are sent down from head-quarters into 
our garrison aud seaport towns to perform their very objection- 
able duties of “espionage, denunciation, and arbi arrest,” 
without uniform, after precisely the same fashion as the 
“ Morale’ Police” of Paris, and are as absolutely’ beyond the 
control of the local authorities. 


During the reign of the Chinese Emperor Kien-long, when 
all the arts of civilization attained their highest degree of 
development, seventy-eight volumes, containing the most 
approved agricaltaral theories and processes of the age, were 
compiled under Imperial patronage by a society of savants 
and experts. The translation of these was undertaken some 
time ago by the Agricultural Bureau of the Home Depart- 
ment, and the first twenty-four volumes having been com- 
pleted, a copy has been forwarded for the perusal of H. M. 
the Mikado. The farmers of Japan are certainly not wanting 
in skill or industry, but their enterprise is not equally cen- 
spicuous, and if official energy, which seems to have lately 
received a vigorous impulse in the direction of agricultare, 
cau discover, inthe Emperor Kien-long’s library some scheme 
for bringing the waste lands of this country under caltivation, 
the national finances will not remain long unimpaired. 





The star of Captain Celso Cesare Moreno is not, we per- 
ceive, altogether below the horizon yet. According to the 
Dirilto, he has been received by General Garibaldi, to 
whom he presented a friendly letter from King Kalakaua of 
Hawaii. Whether the letter was one of recommendation or 
caution, it does not appear, but at any rate the General 
commilted himself to nothing more thau a promise to 
answer it, 
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Probably few, if any, foreigners in Japan, emploving to 
some extent the services of natives, have not at one time or 
other had to invalid a domestic seriously ill of a trying and 
disagreeable malady. In the language of the medical pro- 
profession, as expounded by Dr. Duane B. Simmons of this 
port, the disease, which occurs during the sammer months, 
especially in the sea-port towns of the castern and southern 
coasts of the empire, has “for its characteristic symptoms 
anesthesia of the skin, hyperesthesia and paralysis of the 
muscles, anasarca, palpitation, cardiac and arterial murmurs 
(in the wet form), precordial oppression and abdominal pul- 
sation.” In lay terms, the patient's skin and muscles are 
more or less without sensation : he acquires a general dropsy, 
and suffers from trouble of the circulation, heart and stomach. 
The swelling of the body and the flabbiness of flesh which 
accompany the development of the complaint are familiar by 
sight and touch to many of our readers. The individual 
affected is a prey to a disease which is known to J apanese 
physicians as kakke, a word signifiging weight and weariness 
in the legs. Recent investigations have established, ap- 
parently beyond. room for doubt, the identity of this visita- 
tion with the beriberi, or waddling sickness, frequent in 
Malabar and tho island of Ceylon, and the morbvs innomi- 
natus of the Brazilian doctor, Silva Lima. Daring the 
pest twenty years the disease has received careful attention 
in Japan from many of the talented foreign practitioners 
who have resided in this country; and the subject is now 
gathering around it here anc elsowhcre a very respectable 
literature, to which Drs. Wm. Auderson, late of H. M. Le- 
gation, and Stuart Eldridge, of the Yokohama General Hos- 
pital, have recently made valuable contributions. Following 
in their wake, Dr. Duane B. Simmons has now published an 
exhaustive and carefully prepared monograph, in which his 
_ Own experience and that of other workers in the same field 
are compared. The author's long residence in this locality; 
his extended term of directorship of the prefectoral hospital 
in Yokohama; his connection with the police and prison 
hospitals of the same port; and his large private practice 
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among Japanese, ure all so many advantages which he has. 


liberally used for purposes of useful observation of all kinds 
of regional hygienic conditions. In the present instance he 
has come to the conclusion that kakke is the result of “ mi- 
asmatic or specific soil exhalation,” and adduces a number 
of arguments in favor of his preposition, which differs from 
that of Dr. Anderson, inasmuch xs the latter conclades 
that an atmospheric poison of local origin is the materies 
mordi. We do not propose, however, to make, here, a criti- 
cal review of Dr. Simmons’s work, which, naturally, is one of 
professional, rather than general, interest. Among medi- 
cal men it should be reccived with respect and attention ; and, 
indeed, it has already evoked favorable comment in western 
scientific journals. ‘The peculiarities of the affliction analys- 
ed and described, and its known range, extending through 
these islauds, New Guinea, Borneo and Sumatra, the Malay 
peninsula, India, Ceylon, the African shores of the Red Sea, 
and a large area in south America, render it a matter of mo- 
ment to pathologists. We must not omit to commend the 
admirable manner in which Dr. Jamieson, and bis staff in 
the Inspectorate Gencral of Chiucse Imperial Maritime Cus- 
toms in Shanghai, turn out the work intrusted to their édi- 
torial and typographic care. Their office has long afforded 
an opportunity for the publication of important records of 
comparative inedicine and surgery, which, confined in the 
diaries of their authors, would have been lost to the accumu- 
lated experience of practical science. 
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Mr. Kuinaya Sanjo, nephew of His Excellency the First 
Minister of State. having lately returned from England, has 
we understand, been appointed to a post in the Judicial 
Bureau. 





The Choral Society gave its third performance last Tues- 
day night in the Gaiety Theatre, on which oceasion this much 
auticipated operetta was produced under the direction of the 
President. As before announced every seat had been sold, 
aud by uiuo o'clock the house was full to overflowing. We 
must again congratulate the society on a glorious succcss, 
the more so as we understand that several of the members 
who took principal réles had never appeared upon the stage 
before. Looked at from this poiut of view the resalt must 
have been gratifying in the highest degree ; and it betrays 
au amount of preparatory work which must have been 
immense. 

The part of Josephine was taken by Mrs. Strome, and 
never has that lady’s magnificent voice and finished style 
been heard to greater advantage. We may specially men- 
tion the song ‘Sorry her lot,’ the duet with Ralph, ‘Refrain 
audacious tar,’ and the grand Scena in the second act 
‘The hours creep on apace.’ Not less marked was Mrs 
Strome’s success in acting and dialogue—the scenes in the 
first act with her father and her rival lovers being finely 
rendered, and more than once bringing down tho house. 

Mrs. Cope appeared as the ‘ Little Buttercup’ and a more 
successful debut it would be hard toimagine. Looking the part 
to admiration, evorything, whether in word, song, or action, 
was well done: from her first entrance ‘ Hail men-of-wars’ men 
to the fiual expression of bliss aud raptare :—<‘ For he loves 
Little Buttercup.” We should also mention the duct with 
Captain Corcoran, ‘Things are seldom what they secm’ 
and the Baby-farmiug song, both given with exquisite 
humor. We have often snid that the most difficult part 
of an actor’s business is the expression of sentiment 
without speaking, and in this branch of the art Mrs. Cope 
succeeded marvellously, her facial expression beiug worthy 
of all praise. 

The role of Hebe was well filled by Miss Fischer : the 
part offers little opportunity for display, but such little 
points as arise were made the most of. Carefully played 
all through, the interest culminated in the second act where 
she takes possession of Sir Joseph, against his will, and 
persists iu soothing and comforting “ his declining days.” 

The first Lord, Sir Joseph Porter K.C.B., was filled by 
Mr. de Rusett, who made a most admirable compound of 
pomposity and conceit. Occupying throughout the centro 
of the singe he was the observed of all and his weighty ‘of- 
ficial ’; utterances were given with ponderous effect. He 
did not scem to be in good singing voice, but the great de- 
clanatory power made up for this. 

Mr. Townley as Captain Corcoran was fairly inimitable. 
It would be inflicting too great a trial upon our readers’ 
patience were we to enumerate all the good things be said 
and did. Especially good in ‘asides’ and by-play, he 
earried the audience with him throughout, the enthusiasm 
reaching ils height iu the second act where the gentle well- 
bred Captain ‘ who never uses a big D’ storms and swears 
at Ralph in glorious style. ‘The applause bere was so great 
that the following chorus of surprised and shocked ladies 
was quite inaudible We unst not forget his duet with 
Deadcye, and above all his re-entry as a common sailor, 
and many other gems quid nunc perscribere longum est. 

The part of Rackstravo was iu the hands of Mr. Robinson, 
whose fine-toned voice gave excellent effect to the music of 
the .part; notably in the finale to the firat act where he 
pleads with Josephine and, stung to the quick by 
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her haughty rejection, proceeds to put an end to 
his life; and in the second act when he assumes the garb of 
the disgraced Corcoran, his performance came out with grand 
effect. We must congratulate Mr. Robinson on his first 
appearance and hope that we shall often have the pleasure 
of seeing him again. 

Mr. Cope is no stranger to the Yokohama boards, but we 
think his incomparable performance of Deadeye last even- 
ing must have been a surprise to even his best friends. 
With a‘ make-up’ sublime in its hideous deformity, the noble 
sentiments appeared of the very deepest dye—and the 
acting of the meddlesome and envious A. B. was finely 
conceived and well carried out. Especially in the duet 
‘Kind Captain, I’ve important information,’ and iu the 
Anale to the first act, Deadeye came out strong. 

Master Thomas made the prettiest little Midshipmau ever 
seen in any navy ; while, Mr. Douglas made au A 1 Boat- 
swain aud Mr. Morse an efficient Boatswain's mate, the 
trio with Ralph and subsequent dance being vociferously 
encored, as was the trio and dance of the ‘nobs’ in the 
second act. 

The chorus was given by about thirty members of the 
society and too great praise cannot be given to the ladies 
who so kindly and efficiently performed on the occasion. 
From the barcarolle behind the scenes and the ‘ Gaily trip- 
ping’ chorus, down to the final notes of ‘he is an English- 
man,’ everything went well and on this side of the stage the 
dressing, make up, and general appearance was delightful. 
The gentlemen made a brawny, swarthy crew, the scarlet 
tunics of the marines giving good coloring effect. If the 
stage-manager could manage to iufuse a little more action 
into the chorus there would be nothing further whatever to 
wish for. 

Needless to speak of the recall, bouquets and applause. 
‘Cela va sans dire. We are sorry to see that the repetition 
which had been circulated for Tuesday next has been post- 
poned till Thursday, 7th April, in consequence of the inter- 
polated Dramatic performance: but we hope the enterpris- 
ing efforts of the Choral Society will be again rewarded 
with a fall house. 


By command of H. M. the Mikado, the national holiday 
on the 8rd inst.—commemorative of the first Emperors, Jimmu 
Tenno’s death—is postponed till the 9th inst. This change 
has been made in deference to the memory of H. M. Alexander 
the Second, the period of mourning for whose death is not 
yet expired. The anniversary of the Emperor Jimmu’s death 
used to fall on the 11th of the 3rd month according to the 
old Calender, and that day happened to coincide with the 3rd 
of April in the year when the European style was adopted. 
This year, however, a comparison of the calendars shews that 
the 9th inst. corresponds with the old date, so that H.M. the 
Mikado is enabled to carry out his gracefal desire without 
danger of doing any violence to national prejudices. 





Ramours have lately been current to the effect that H. E. 
A. Mori, Minister for Japan at the Court of St. James,’ will 
be recalled at the close of tle current year. We belicve that 
the statement is without foundation, or that, at any rate, 
nothing of the sort is definitely contemplated as yct, ly H. I. 
J. Majesty’s Government. 

On Thursday last the obsequies of the late Mr. Samesbima, 
sometime Minister for Japan at Paris, were performed at the 
deceased geutleman’s residence, Toriizaka, Tokiyo. Mr. 
Sameshima’s body lies in a French cemetery, but as it 
was impossible at Pars to carry out the forms 
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prescribed by the Shinto ritual, arrangements for a 
second ceremony were made by Madame Sameshima, 
on her return to Japan. The rites of last Thurs. 
day were simple enongh, so far as the general public was 
concerned, being confined to a moment’s reverence before ay 
altar surrounded with a quantity of Japanese cypress, and 
supporting a casket in which the deceased Minister's hair was 
enclosed, but it is not too much to say that every person of 
note in the Capital, with the exception of the Emperor him- 
self, repaired to that altar on the afternoon of the thirty 
first. Princes of the blood, Privy Councillors, Chiefs of 
Departments, Foreign Representatives, and an immense crowd 
of gentlemen by whom Mr. Sameshima was justly respected 
and beloved, assembled to pay a last tribute to his memory, 
and if the homage of his countrymen be in any respect a 
testimony, Mr. Sameshima’s worth is amply appreciated by 
the nation he served so well. 





A class for the study of the Corean language has been 
formed at the Chambers of the Koakuwai (Society for the 
promotion ot oriental literature), in Hirakawa street, Tokiyo. 
A Corean gentleman, by name Konseioi, has been employed 
as instructor, and twenty pupils have already placed them- 
selyes under his charge. No doubt when Li Hang Chang is 
informed of this fact, it will confirm his lately expressed 
opinion that Japan's designs upon Corea are of a ravenous 
character. 





The fresh departure in a downward direction lately taken 
by paper money, gave rise to suspicions that the old gam- 
bling style of operations had been recommenced in Yokohama. 
Agents sent from the Treasury have confirmed this suspicion. 
They report that the rule limiting exchange operations to 
cases where money actually passes are disregarded, and that 
speculations in aubibus are again in vogue. No doubt steps 
will be taken to remedy this abuse, but the resalt cannot be 
of much benefit. ‘he real cause of the increased deprecis- 
tion seems to be mistrust engendered by the Treasury issue 
of new notes. These latter are not only in bad odour owing 
to their unpleasantly foreign aspect, but an idea seems 
also to prevail that an inflation, and not a mere change of 
currency, is contemplated. At this rate a discount of cent 
per cent is considered imminent, and there is little room to 
question the correctness of the fore-cast. 





The permanent Museum of ancient arms and armour in 
the park at Shokonsha, Tokiyo, of which we lately spoke iu 
connection with the opening of the Military Club's new 
building, is in process of rapid preparation, and will probably 
Le ready for opening at the great annual festival in May. 
The exhibits will be contained in six buildings. It will be 
called the Yi-jiu-kan, and the tablet over the vestibule will 
be written by H. I. H. Prince Arisugawa. 

— pei — 


COREA AND THE DUKE OF GENOA. 


APAN in her relations with Corea seems to be reaping 
pretty much the same experiences as she herself 
furnished to Western nations in the old times. Those 
who remember the history of our early intercourse with 
this country know that so soon as the idea of opening * 
new port at Hiyogo was understood to be definitely enter 
tained by the Tokngawa Government, all the chiefs of the 
Joi (Barbarian expelling) party assembled at Kiyoto, and 
declared that if suck o project received the Im 
sauction, its consummation must be subsequent to the 
deaths of themselves and their followers. Most vebemeut 
of all in his protestations was a soldier, by name Todorokt 
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Buhei, who carried his petition in person to the palace of 
the Regent Takatsukusa, and sat for five consecutive days 
and nights in the vestibule without food or drink, until an 
answer that he deemed satisfactory was vouchsafed. It 
does not appear that any equally sturdy patriot is making 
himself conspicuous in Corea, but a prejudice not less 
radical has been excited by a similar causc. The first 
treaty with Japan contained a clause by which tho open- 
ing of a third port at Nisen (the two rivers) was guaranteed 
within a period of seven years from the date 
of the treaty. Subsequently the Japanese envoy, Mr. 
Hanabusa, succeeded in obtaining a reduction of this 
time from seven years to twenty months, so that the days 
of grace are now well-nigh terminated. The people of 
Cores, however, are growing, it is said, more and more 
perturbed at the prospect which is before them in the 
immediate future. Petitions are constantly pasted on the 
palace gates and deputations of country folk visit the 
eapital daily, pointing out that if the Japanese ships are 
allowed to visit Nisen, the Corean capital will be exposed 
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permaucutly, than, by a selfish greediness, to incur the 
risk of utter spoliation at the hands of some unscrupwous 
marauder. It is for this reason that we cannot choose 
but regard the rumoor circulated by some members of the 
Duke of Genoa’s staff as an entertaining caxard. Two 
months ago, the New York Herald published a detailed 
account of the Iettor Pisani’s visit to Corea. The account 
was professedly compiled from the journal of a gentleman 
who acted as interpretor for the Duke, and it was con- 
sequently of a most detailed description. It has now been 
reproduced in a somewhat different garb by one of our 
local contemporaries, and will no doubt have been read 
With interest by those to whom American newspapers are 
inacessible. To admit the accuracy of its mferences, 
however, would be to suppose the Japanese Consul at 
Fasan actuated by motives diametrically opposed to those 
that obtain with his Government. Mr. Kondo certainly 
failed to bring about an interview between the Corean 
authorities and their Italian visitors, and to conjecture 
immediately that he was an enemy, not an ally, was 


at any moment to foreign invasion. The Government of| thoroughly consistent with the queralous suspicion so 


Corea does not seem disposed to yield to this clamour. 
Officials have been dispatched to Nisen with directions to 
point out to the people the groundlessness of their appre- 
hensions, and it is very probable that nothing more will 
come of the demonstration. Should it, however, assume 
embarrassing proportions, Japan will not be without 
precedents for a tolerably peremptory remonstrance. 
Meanwhile this attitude of the Corean people is a conclu- 
sive answer to those who may contemplate an appeal to 
Japan's assistance in treaty negotiations with the Govern- 
ment of the hermit country. The establishment of inter- 
course between Corea and Western nations would probably 
be regarded by Japan with hearty satisfaction. Not, indeed, 
that the latter country desires to be accounted a pioneer of 
civilization. She has other business on hand for the 
moment, whatever charges of vanity or presumption 
may have been preferred against her by men who forget 
that the faults of a model are often most conspicuous to 
its copier. There may have been a soupgon of fanfare in 
the spirit that dictated General Kuroda’s expedition in 
1876, though many a graver appeal to arms has been 
justified on more slender pretexts than a persistent and 
contumelious refusal to receive ambassadors and the 
eannonading of a survey-ship’s boats. Such considera- 
tions are now, however, beside the question. Let Japan's 
motives in the past have been what they may, we repeat 
our conviction that her present policy in the matter of 
Corea is essentially liberal. When the hedgehog, com- 
passionating the sufferings of the not yet convalescent 
fox, inquired whether he should drive away the flies that 
Were tormenting him, Reynard replied :—‘‘ By no means ; 
for these flies which you see are full of blood and sting me 
but little, whereas if you rid me of these which are already 
satiated, others more hungry will come in their place, and 
will drink up all the blood I have left.” ‘here is a patient 
Prescience in this answer which commands at once sym- 
pathy and admiration. We should be sorry to think that 
the parable is precisely applicable, but it may help to 
render Japan’s attitude comprehensible to those who 
refuse to give her any credit for liberality. She may 


often displayed by Westerns in their dealings with the 
Orient. Had the charge gone no farther than this, it 
might have merited some credence, but when we are 
asked to believe that the Governor of Torai was actually 
present in the Japanese consulate at the very moment his 
inaccessibility was stoutly affirmed by Mr. Kondo, and 

that he subsequently followed the Duke’s party and 
scrutinized them with keen interest, we find ourselves in a 
region of romance where gravity is not easily preserved. 
It would probably surprise the authors of such sensational 
narratives not a little to hear that on two occasions—of 
which the Duke of Genoa’s expedition was ono—the Japa- 
nese Government, while introducing its persistent friends 
to its churlish neighbour, took the opportunity of explain- 

ing to the latter how impolitic and impossible its at- 
titude towards western nations is, pointing out that Jepan 
herself had exhausted all ker ability to preserve her ancient 
seclusion, but had failed completely, and that a task which 
had been found to exceed the powers of one country, might 
scarcely be compassed by those of another precisely simi- 

larly circumstanced. Copies of the documents in which 
these arguments were set forth are among the archives 
of the Foreign Office in Tokiyo, and the originals were 

seen by the Representatives of more than one Western 

State at the time of their despatch. 

The fact is that the chronicler of the Duke’s expedition 
recorded the impressions he carnied with him to Corea rather 
than those he ultimately received there. That he was a 
very serious student of history, or that those into whose 
hands his journal fell have much the advantage of him in 
this respect, is a hypothesis we find difficult to entertain, 
when the fact that Japanese have resided in Corea since 
1615 is put forward as a novel discovery. To be sure the 
general public is not suspected of ignorance s0 crass as 
that of Mr. Spence and his compilers. This antiquity of 
Japan’s intimate relations with Corea is recorded as news 
only to folk who refer the origin of those relations to 
General Kuroda’s convention, and we may be permitted 
to doubt whether any such scioliats exist outside the 
circle of Mr. Spence’s immediate acquaintance. Indeed 
this portion of the information resulting from the Vettor 


think it wiser to have stout partners whose community of| Pisani’s trip, as well as the stories of the Japanese 
interest will persuade them to proteot the source of profit|Consul’s obstructiveness and the Governor of Torai’s 
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crafty promenade, are pretty much on a par with the 
statement, that Hideyoshi made his treaty with the 
Corean rulers in 1615, that is to say seventecn years 
after his death ! 

To us the impression conveyed by a perusal of the 
Vettor Pisani narrative, whether we consult the columns 
of the New York Herald or the version—identically the 
same in substance though of varied phrascology—given 
by our Yokohama contemporary, is that importunity, or 
rather the inertia of persistence, proved more efficacious 
with the Coreans than friendly intervention. So long as 
they thought it possible to get rid of the intrusive frigate 
by a simple refusal to receive its commander, they ‘con- 
fined themselves to that line of policy, but when the 
Italian ship changed the venue to Yung Hing, and lay 
quietly at anchor for several days, while its crew ex- 
plored the adjacent shores and held converse with the 
natives, the local authorities saw that a passive 
attitude might only aggravate their visitors’ obstinacy. 
The old Prefect came out of his seclusion and 
yisited the Duke on board the Vetéor Pisani. This 
interview is in certain respects the most interesting 
incident of the whole affair. ‘The veteran official's 
conduct is described as having been most “ exasperat- 
ing.” Like the Irish members of the House of 
of Commens he persistently refused to keep to the ques- 
tion and wandered off again and again to some frivolous 
side issue. He could not by any means understand why 
the Italians had come such an immense distance for the 
mere purpose of delivering a letter of thanks for kindness 
shewn to a solitray seaman. If Western Dukes and 
Naval officers had no more useful claims upon their lei- 
sure than quixotic enterprises of this nature, the veteran 
official probably thought they would be pleasantly divert- 
ed by a dallying catechisin on the subject of age, personal 
appearance or varieties of uniform. He had not perhaps 
been instructed in those altruistic doctrines that constitute 
the creed of states which spend the greater part of their 
gubstance on agents and engincs of mutual destruction, 
but being, as we should say, a “ tricky oriental” with ex- 
periences altogether egotistic, he looked for a postscript 
to the letter of thanks and found—a proposal for a treaty 
of friendebip and commerce between Italy and Corea. To 
conclude that this was the real purpose of the Feétor 
Pisani’e visit, especially since the Italians declared their 
intention of coming back in the course of a few months 
for an answer, Was no doubt an evidence of morbid sus- 
picion peculiar to a semi-civilized Coreau prefect. Such 
at least must be the opinion of those who now hold up the 
Duke of Genoa's enterprise as a “ guide and a precedent 
to the promoters of similar attempts.” Bombarding boats 
or butchering shipwrecked seamen have often supplied 
pretexts for extending the domain of commerce, and it is 
decidedly agreeable to find that a more genial subterfuge 
may be made to serve the same purpose. ‘The solitary 
aurvivor of the unfortunate Bianca Mortica is in a fair way 
to become & historical character, but it seems quite on the 
cards that the Coreans have ere this repented of the hos- 
pitality they extended to him. One thing, however, is 
very certain, that uothing ought to pleasc Japan better, 
sf she be not blind to her own interests, than to see in- 
timate relations—relations worthy of beiny maintained 
at some cost—established between Corea and sundry 
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western powers, e.g. America, England, ſtaly, ‘Franee 
Germany, Austria and even ‘Turkey. Others might fol. 
low, if the recluse peninsula offered sufficient inducement, 
but we can predict with tolerable confidence that neither 
Consul Kondo, nor any other intelligent official of tho 
Mikado's government, will place many obstacles in the 
path of treaty-bearers from the States we have named, 
whether the preamble she employ be a letter of thanks, 
or a bullet and bayonet ultimatum. 





THE COACHES OF THE CAPITAL. 


CoC may not justly be considered a distinguish. 
ing trait of character among the Japanese. That 
they are incapable of love or sympathy in the sense 
attached by Westerns to these words, is a doctrine not 
without supporters, though among men who have closely 
studied their lives and literature a very opposite idea 
prevails. Devotion deep enough to make the sacrifice of 
life easy does not differ much from the strong passion of 
which our poets sing, and of such a disposition there are 
instances without number on record. This only mars 
our appreciation of annals otherwise admirable, that if 
there be a woman in the case, the sacrifice is always on 
her side. It is her part to suffer unnoticed, and to win no 
praise for the truest heroism beyond an apathetic admis- 
sion that she has done her duty. The sentiment which 
underlies this lack of chivalry—for we can call it by no 
gentler term—is discernible throughout all the relations 
of life. ‘The further we descend in the social scale, of 
which woman occupies the grade immediately above four- 
footed animals, the more exacting does the code of duty 
become; duty which is always from the lower to the 
higher, and which, however scrupulously fulfilled, is still 
within the limits of the doctrine it obeys.. The obligations 
imposed and the privileges conferred by the ties of fealty 
and consanguinity are recognised with the most puncti- 
lious severity, and men who will not brook interference 
with these rights in their own case, are careful not to 
meddle obtrusively-in that of their neighbours. It is easy 
to see that a principle of this sort, though defensible under 
certain aspects, must ultimately have the effect of narrow: 
ing the sphere of human sympathies. Pity that is 
constrained to be passive is tolerably certain to merge at 
last into indifference, and that this apparent apathy is 4 
common moral phase in Japan, nobody who has enjoyed 
opportunities of observation can doubt. Naturally, too, 
there is reaction as well as action in such a condition. If 
feelings are forbidden to find unsolicited expression be youd 
the circle of their legitimate exercise, they will be relr icant 
to invite recognition from others similarly restricted, and 
the outcome of this is an ostentatious levity in the pr esencé 
of sorrow that is one’s own ; a levity designed in reality to 
narrow the range of pain, but seldom intelligible, aud 
often shocking, to men enducated in a different a chool of 
ethics. Yet this mood is very far from an evidence of 
callousness :— 
oo Which’aluse 5 apes ea eT a nile, 


** Live captives so uncomforted, 
** As souls behind a smile.” 


The most feeling are generally capable of th 
fortitude, and we cannot deny a place song the higher 
moral qualities to the sentiment which moulds 4 ynask 0 
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tranquility for unobtrusive sorrow. Even while admit- 
ting this, however, it is difficult to escape the conviction 
that the aspect of suffering has comparatively little 
power to excite sympathy in Japan. Public charity 
nas indeed reccived a large access of vitality since 
the Reformation. Institutions for the relief of the poor 
and associations for the promotion of benevolent objects 
have been called into existence, but these things are 
apparently the result of intelligence newly awakened to a 
sense of the obligations civilization imposes, rather than 
an inspiration of spontaneous beneficence. We do not 
base this assertion on the facts that the condition of 
women is still little mended; that children are still bought 
and sold to relieve their parents pecuniary embarrass- 
ments; that large numbers of the population are still 
suffered to derive their means of sustenence from the exer- 
cise of functions fitted only to beasts of burthen, and that 
of those numbers women form a fraction—for incredible 
as it may seem, jinrikisha’s drawn by females and con- 
taining statwart males are to be seen to-day not many 
miles from the metropolis. All this is lamentable enough, 
but signs of amelioration are not wanting, and great 
social reforms must of necessity be slow. What we 
especially allude to at present is the terrible cruelty daily 
practised in the stricts of Tokiyo, without arousing the 
people to any show of remonstrance, or the authorities to 
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has been attempted nor does any seew to be in contempla- 
tion. Once more then, and in terms which, though they be 
us strong as we can commani, arc yet impotent to convey & 
tithe of the fecling such spectacles excite, we appeal to the 
representatives of a nation tliat has won for itself a high 
place in the world’s esteem and ask them to consider 
whether this shameful inhumanity is no stigma upon the 
progress they are honestly striving to promote. They will 
not be content to find hereafter that ruthless cruelty is 
accounted one of the salient features of the Japanese dis- 
position ; neither can they plead, in excuse of their own 
inaction, that legislation would be here dealing witi a habit 
hard to eradicate. Nowhere in the provinces are horses 
similarly treated. The driver of a pack-pony carries nei- 
ther stick vor whip ; his animul is always sleek aud well- 
fed, and one cannot fail to see that he wins from it wil- 
lingness to work by persuasion rather than by menace. 
The Tokiyo coach-owner is guided by principles altogether 
different. He has discovered that it pays better to buy 
cattle whose infirmities make them valueless for any 
humane purposes, and to work them to death at the paltry 
cost of goad and thong. The operation may be a little 
painful to his own feelings at first: so is vivisection, but 
human nature's powers of self-adaptation unfortunately 
have a much wider range in the downward than the up- 
ward direction. Men will do very gross violence to their 


any idea of interference. Horses in the Inst stages of| better sentiments under the persuasion of profit and im- 


disease and decrepitude sre yoked to heavy overloaded 
coaches and scourged into a momentary semblance of 
vitality. Sometimes, indeed, as we happen to have lately 
observed, perpetual blows from a thick plait of leathern 
thongs fail to effect any improvement in the wretched 
animals’ halting gait, for the simple reason that every 
quivering nerve is already strained to the utmost limit of 
its power, and that even the tardiest motion is the out- 
come of an effort entailing agonies to which the merciless 
lash can scarcely add another pang. Language is power- 
less to convey any appropriste conception of the grevious 
brutality perpetrated day after day in the main thorough- 
fare of the metropolis, and yet the passers by, so far from 
attempting to interpose, do not even turn their heads or 
give themselves the smallest concern about the matter. 
Can it be possible that men with reasoning faculties are 
insensible to such harrowing spectacles? We have had 
our own creatures of horror in modern England. Men 
that kicked their wives to death ; dwarfs that pitted them- 
selves to fight with mastiffs ; women that passed a moiety 
of their existence in the foul twilight of deep mines, where 
yoked to coal-trucks, and without any covering save a 
canvas apron, they crawled upon their hands and knees 
from morning to night, dragging loads than which their 
own hearts were little lighter. We have had all these 
things and others not less shameful, but the public never 
condoned them, never suffered them to continue a day 
longer than the secrecy in which had once been shronded. 
It is not so here however. ‘The most devilish barbarity is 
allowed to pass unheeded, and not even the meagre excuse 
of ignorance can be pleaded on their behalf whose duty it 
is to see that the minds of their subjects are not brutalized 
by familiarity with cruelties worthy of any punishment the 
law can devise. The matter has been commented on over 
and over again in the public journals; has been even 
brought directly to the Government’s notice, yet no remedy 
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punity. There is no reasonable hope that a repugnance 
to this iniquity will emanate from its authors’ proper 
motion. The law, whose penalties are their only guide, is 
silent ; and their fellow men, whose protests might be sup- 
ported by something stronger than homilies, remain, if not 
indifferent, at least inactive, because, as we have pointed 
out above, the social creed of Japan teaches its disciples 
to walk with eyes averted from everything beyond their 
prescribed sphere of sympathy. From the legislature 
alone can any effectual action proceed. It is true that 
amoug ourselves the machinery of the law bas been found 
insufficiently powerful, and that without the aid of bene- 
volent men, banded together to prevent and punish cruelty, 
the very abuse we now complain of would probably be 
practised daily in the streets of our great cities. But pri- 
vate energy will not exist apart from legal sanction. We 
may not confidently hope that the two will cosperate here 
so stoutly as they do in England, but there can be no 
doubt as to which must take the initiative, and although 
we do not for a moment pretend that our own escutcheon 
has been long freed from similar stains, the people of 
Japan may rest assured that the merciful treatment of 
dumb animals is a not less vital sign of civilized progress 
in the eyes of Europeans than the spread of education or 
the extension of railways. 








REVIEW. 


— 


80 far as our experience yoes it is not usual to acknow- 

ledye assistance in writing a review. In the present 
case, however, we shall ask permission to be unusaal, for we 
have received some very valuable aid, not to confess which 
were an injustice both to the public and to Messrs, Satow & 
Hawes. 

It has been our good fortune then to be t ou an oc. 
casion when the merits of this Hand-book were diseasecd by 

* Handbook for Central and Northern Japan. By Satow and 
Hawes, 
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a party of gentlemen, of whom many were old residents of 
Japan, and all, tolerably competent to express an intelligent 
opinion. They were tenin number and they cited three 
faults which they had discovered in the volume : first, the 
festival of Atago Jinja lacks an asterisk, or in other words, 
being really a monthly festival, it appears in the list ax a 
yearly one ; second, the Engineering College is not in- 
eluded among the lions of Tokiyo, and third, the book is not 
throughly reliable because some of the places mentioned may, 
and probably have, been burned while it was in the press. 
We have therefore one error of fact, another of opinion, and 
a third of fiction ; the impression conveyed by the total being, 
that n work against whieh so little can be said must be com- 
paratively .perfect. Such an impression, however, would be 
unquestionably erronious for two reasons ; great breadth 
of desiga is not compatible with perfection, and the stock of 
kuowledge at present accessible does not nearly suffice to 
supply complete material. What we are at liberty to say, 
and what we may be quite sure we shall not err in saying, is, 
that a book has been produced of which, its authors except- 
ed, no one is in a position to form a just estimate. Dr. Hep- 
.burn’s dictionary is at the foot of the steps by which West- 
ern research has crept slowly up to a knowledge of Japan ; 
this Hand-book occupies the summit. We shall not get 
much farther for a long time—probably not till a second edi- 
tion is published—but in the meanwhile we may congratulate 
ourselves on having made a stride which has carried us com- 
pletely out of sight of the mists until yesterday our com- 
panions. In future a trip into the country will assume a totally 
diffezent aspect. It will no longer be a perpetuity of poring 
over incomprehensible maps, and wringing from crass guides 
information they never possessed by means of pidgin Japancse 
they do not understand. Everything will be the plainest 
sailing over the clearest depths of information and amuse- 
ment. Our pleasure will be redoubled as well as our profit, 
and we shall come back with a store of happy memories, al- 
ways renewable by reference to the Hand-book, but—not to 
be written. This latter, though not the most palpable, is 
by no means the least appreciable benefit conferred upon 
the community by Messrs. Satow and Hawes. They 
have provided for us a future protection against that 
impertinent crowd of finikin authors who trespass upon 
our hospitality, pilfer our brains, and then insult the world 
by pawning off upon it a perversion of everything they 
have heard and a distortion of everything they have seen. 
Sir E. Reed's work is interesting because it is by Sir E. 
eed ; Mis Bird’s is channing because everything she writes 
has the ring of genius and geniality, but after these—the 
deluge, the inundation of niminy-piminy itineraries and 
candles-corckscrew-and-salt tales of travel, from which and 
-all other like evils this Hand-book has at last happily deli- 
vered us. When the compilers of such impositions have 
acquired half the knowledge now provided for them, they will 
be constrained to resign themselves to utter plagiarism or to 
an honest confession of their own incompetence. 


We have spoken so far in general terms, for a reason our 
readers will rendily divine, inability to particularize. Among 
foreigners resident in Japan there is no knowledge sufficient to 
review this book thoroughly. All.that we can do is to take 
rome portion describing places with which we are especially 
familiar and submit it to a close examination. Chosing there- 
fore Kamakura, because repeated visits there have enabled us 
to exhanst its lions after a fashion possible only to delirious 
antiquarians, we have followed our authors from the tombs of 
Yoritomo and Shimadzu, past the temple of Hachiman, up the 
valley which leads to the sepulchre of the Hajo Regents, until 
at last we reach the monastery of Yengaku. Now among the 
treasures preserved in this building are three not mentioned 
in the Hand-book, buat well worthy of the closest examination. 
They are, the five hundred disciples of Shaka, a series of 
wonderfully skillful bronze castings by the celebrated Gidd ; 
sixteen pictures of Buddha’s chief disciples painted by Cho- 
densu, and eleven paintings by the Chinese artist Rimon who 
flourished under the Tang dynasty (618—9U7). These last 

represent the judæments of Yemmao (Pluto) and are among 
the very finest things of the sort we have ever secn. Against 
this omission, however, we have to seta vast quantity of in- 
formation altogether new, which oblives us to confess that 
carcfally as we have explored Kamakura, Messra. Satow and 
Hawes have been yet more careful, nor do we for a monent 
doubt that the same untiring accuracy hus xccompained thein 
into every nook and corner of the numerous places they 
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describe. Their index indeed is somewhat faulty. This 
very temple, Yengakuji, is_omitted, with several other names 
which occur in the text, but such errata only affect the value 
of the bouk for purposes of reference. It remains an 
encyclopedia of Japanese history, tradition, superstition and 
art. Aficr twelve years residence here we should no more 
think of going hereafter into the country without it than 
we should attempt the ascent of Fujiyama barefoot. Even 
those who do not propose to travel cannot afford to Icave 
the Hand-Look unstudied, unless they are content to remain 
far beneath the standard of information it has so incalculably 
augmented, and we do not congratulate the authors on their 
great success any more than we felicitate ourselves on the 
possession of such a treasure. 





— —ü— — 


A GENERAL VIEW OF FINANCIAL POLICY 
DURING THIRTEEN YEARS. 


The Reports on the Estimates and on the Final Accounts 
as well as the Annual Reports of the Minister of Fiuance 
which have been from time to time presented supply suf- 
ficient detailed informntion with respect to the national 
finance to give a complete idea of what it has been during 
the thirteen years which have elapsed since the Restoration. 
Most of these Reports, however, deal only with « siugle 
financial year or some special measure, and the explanations 
they contain are confined within these particular limits, so 
that they do not present a connected account of what has 
preceded or followed. Any one therefore, who desires to 
understand the character of our financial policy since the 
Restoration must take the trouble of consulting all the 
Reports which have appenred during the whole of this 
period. Having been honoured at one time with the post 
of Minister of Finance, and since then presided over the 
direction of our fiuaucial policy as a momber of the Cabinet, 
I have been induced to compile a short history of what has 
been done since the Restoration, adding at the same time 
some scattered observations on the principles upon which 
various measures were adopted, to which I have given the 
title of “‘ General View of Financial Policy during Thirteen 
Years.” This I now have the houour to lay before your 
Excellency, in the hope that it may be found of use ia 
forming a clear idea of the measures carried out duriag 
that period. 

November, 1880. 

(Signed) OKUMA SHIGENOBU, 

Councillor of State. 

H. E. SANJO SANEYOSHI, 


Prime Minister of State. 





The national finances are not only necessarily influenced 
by every reform initiated by the government, but also re- 
ceive a shock from every calamity which befalls the country. 
They are in fact intimately affected by everything which 
happens. It is of importance, therefore, in seeking to un- 
derstand the character of our financial policy during the 
thirteen years which have elapsed since the Restoration, to 
look back upon the reforms made in our institutions and the 
numerous misfortunes which have befallen us during that 
period. Amongst the former the three most important 
reforms carried out by the yoverument have been the aboli- 
tion of the Shogunate and the establishment of the Sover- 
eign’s authority, secondly the abelition of the feudal system 
and the creation of a central administration, thirdly, the 
release of the hereditary military class from the functions 
hitherto attributed to it, and the conversion of their pen- 
sions into government bonds. By these reforms institutions 
which dated from six centuries back were removed, and in 
the epnce of little more than ten years a revolution was 
accomplished to which the history of no other country can 
furnish a parsllel. Ou other hand three grave misfortunes 
have befallen us during the last thirteen years, firstly the 
war of the Restoration against the Daimiés of the East aud 
North of the country, secondly, the Formosan expedition 
and the complications with China, thirdly the insurrection 
in Kiushin. ‘The influence of these reforms and misfortunes 
was uot confined to the period which gave exch of them 
birth, lut extended over two or three subsequent years. Iu 
addition to them, if we reflect on the wany smaller reforms 
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and smaller troubles which have taken place, we shall per- 
ceive that no year has been without disturbing effect upon 
our finances, 

In order to convey a clearer idea of the character of our 
financial policy during the last ten yenrs, I will divide the 
subject into seven headings, namely Revenue and Expen- 
diture, Paper Currency, National Debt, Taxation, Banks, 
Government Assets and the general condition of the country 
dealing with them each in turn. If the facts set forth be 
carefully considered, the character of onr financial policy 
daring these ten ycars and more of disturbing influences 
will be rendered evident, and it will he seen that, in spite of 
the difficulties that have constantly heset us, no efforts have 
been spared to apply effective remedies. 


I. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The final accounts have been made up for the years Le- 
ginning with 1868 down to the 9th financial yeur 1876. 
The accounts of receipts and disbursements have heen 
closed for the financial years 1877 and 1878, and the fiual 
acconnts of actual income and expenditure can he roughly 
determined, hut as the date for the closing of the hooks for 
1879 has not yet arrived, we cannot arrive at the totals, and 
we shall not take this year into our calculations for the 
moment, I proceed therefore to give a table showing the 
comparative Kevenne and Expenditure fur the period be- 
ginning with 1868 and ending in 1879. 








Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Surplus. Deficit. 
1868 33,080,000 30,500,000 2,580,000 eevee 
1869 84,430,000 20,780,000 18,650,000 __...... ; 
1870 20,950,000 20,100,000 850,000 —* 
1871 22,140,000 19,230,000 2,910,000 _...... 
1872 50,440,000 57,730,000 __...... «290,000 
1873 85,500,000 62,670,000 22,830,000 — 
1874 73,440,000 82,260,000 — 8,820,000 
1875 86,320,000 66,130,000 20,190,000 — 
1875-76 69,480,000 69,200,000 280,000 coccee 
1876-77 59,480,000 59,300,000 —_ 180,000 — 
1877-78 52,440,000 48,530,000 8,910,000 XX 
1878-79 61,860,000 59,610,000 2,250,000 XX 
Totals 649,560,000 596,010,000 69,630,000 16,110,000 


Leaving a surplus of 58,520,000 for the 114 years. 

The object of the present memorandum being merely to 
give the salient facts of our fivancial history, all figures 
below 10,000 yen have been emitted. They can be learnt 
by referring to the original Reporte. 

It will be seen from the preceding table that during this 
period of 114 years there are only two years, nemely 1872 
and 1874, which show a deficit, while during the other nine 
the Revenue constantly exhibits a surplus, so that at the 
end of the period there is a total surplus of 53,520 yen. 
This sum has been transferred to the Reserve, in accord- 
ance with the established regulations, to furm a fand for 
the redemption of the National Debt. 

A reference to the Report on the Final accounts for the 
period begianing with 1868 and endiug with the first balf 
of 1875 will show that during each of the first five years, 
namely from 1868 to 1872 an issue of paper currency took 
place. It must be remembered therefore that the. surpluses 
shown in the foregoing table nre due to the fuct that the 
actual revenue during those five years being insufficient, 
paper currency was issued to meet the deficiency. 

During the years 1868 and 1869 the whole machinery of 
government had to be organized, while the war in the 
North and East was still raging. Although the year 1870 
was on the whole quiet, the following year was marked by a 
great reform, the abolition of the Hun and the division of the 
country into prefectures, and the business of the Executive 
enormously incrensed in consequence, the influence of which 
Was still felt in 1872. ‘hus the first five years were years 
of much difficulty and Inlour for the State, and there was 
little time for considering whether the revenue was suffi- 
cient to meet all requirements. In 1872, too, the issue of 
Paper money was stopped, and no addition was made to the 
currency from that time until the insurrection of 1877.2 





(1) Nore. Although an issne of paper money was made in con- 
nec ion with the insurrection in Kiushiu, the accoants of the sup- 
pression uf the insurrection have becu made ap separately and the 
paper money issued at that occasion was not included in the income 
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For these reasons if we trv te learn from the facets of Re- 
venne and Expenditure whether the government has been 
Wise or extragavant, We ought to look at the Revenue and 
Expenditure of the 64 peaceful years which succeeded. 

As appears from the forexoing table, five of the six and 
a half years which succeeded to 1873 showed « surplus of 
Revenue over Expenditure, and the year 1874 was the only 
one in which there was a deficit. The cause of this was 
not the ordinary business of yovernment, but, as was ex- 
plained in the Report on the Final Account for that year, 
an extraordinary expenditure took place, consisting of the 
grant of 7,650,000 yen to person who had voluntarily sur- 
rendered their hereditary pensions, the payment of 1,500,000 
yen on account of the Shimonoscki Indemnity aud 3,180,000 
yen the cost of the Saga insurrection and the Formosa ex- 
pedition, together amounting to 12,330,000 yen. 

Summarizing, then, the results of the finance of these 64 
years, we find that, deducting the 3,820,000 yen of extra- 
ordinary expenditure incurred in 1874, there is still a 
balance of 40,820,000 yen to the youd, or an annual average 
surplus of 6,280,000 yeu. 

In the beginning of 1877 the land tax was lowered by 
Imperial decree to 2} per cent upon the assessed value, 
yielding at the present assessment a sum of 41,060,000 yen, 
so that hy this abatement of taxation the revenue of the 
government was diminished tothe extent of over 8,200,000 
yen. Nevertheless the year 1877-78 aud 1878-79 showed 
surpluses of 8,910,000 yen and 2,250,000 yen respectively. 
So that if that abatement bad never been made, the average 
surplus of those two years would have been over 11,000,000 
yen. 

The causes which enabled the Government Revenue, in 
spite of the repeated calls made upon it by the gradual 
extension of the administrative system, to show such elasti- 
city during the 6} years followiug 1878, were on the one 
haud the rigid economy practised by all departments of the 
administration in the performance of the services assigned 
to them, and on the otber the annual growth of the yield of 
other taxes, in spite of the fact that ne new ones of any 
importance were imposed and no addition made to those 
which already existed.* 

As shown already, the total surplus from 1868 down 
to the end of June of 1879 amounted to 53,520,000 
yen, while the Reserve Fund at the beginning of Jaly 
1879 stood at 50,900,000 yen. The surplus for the year 

1876-77, amounting to 180,000 yen, 3,000,000 yen of 
that of 1877-78 aud 1,380,000 yen of the Reserve, 
were appropriated to the fund for redeemiug paper 
currency (the amount involved being deducted). The 
balance of the year 1877-78, amounting to 910,000 
yen, and that of 1878-79 had not yet beeu added to the 
Reserve, and deducting these from the total surplus of the 
11} years, the Reserve at the beginning of 1879-80 ought 
to have stood at 45,800,000 yen. The reason of its being 
stated at 50,900,000 yeu is that the enpital appropriated 
for the industries carried on by various goverumeut depart- 
ments, hitherto included in the year’s expenditure, the 
temporary loans made to various compauies, and the profits 
made on the Reserve Fund, were all placed to its credit. 


II. 
PAPER CURRENCY. 


For some yenrs after the Restoration, when the subjnga- 
tion of the North and East, reforms in the system of govern- 
ment, foreign relations aud the gradual organization of 
different branches of admiuistratiun, demanded constant 
outlay, the government was unable to collect the whole of 
the taxes due from the former dominions of the Shégunate, 
uow under its own Girect rale, and even had it been possible 


of 1877, and does not concern this table of Revenue and i. 
tare. This is the reason, aud discussing the f gv ta for 


saying that no r money was issued after the year 18,2 If the 
Exp eaitare outhe sup ion of the rebellion had been included 
under Expenditure for that year, it would have beoome necessary to 
eet down under the he.d of Revenue the paper money issued and 
the loans contracted. In that case the Reveuue of the year iu which 
this insurrection took place woull show an adiditivnal surplus of 
440,000 yen, but ithas been thought hetcer tu adhere to the form 
of the Annual Budgets and Reports of Final Accounts, and to omit 
the cost of its suppression frum both sides of the Accouut. 

2Nore. The fact that no great addition was made to the schedule 
of taxes during these 64 years is fully explained in the chapter on 
taxation, 
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to obtain all the urrears, the whole would not have sufficed 
to meet even its ordinary expenditure alone. As the ter- 
ritorial nobility still continued to exercise the powers of 
government within their own districts, the Central Govern- 
ment was not able to obtain from them more than an 
anuual contribution of about 700,000 yen for military 
purposes. ‘There was moreover a deficiency of capital in the 
country, and ag only a very short time had elapsed since 
the Restoration it would been impossible for the government, 
during the first five or six years of its existence, torasic 
sufficient hy way of internalloans to defray its expediture. 
Under these circumstances, it being unable cither to in- 
crease the taxntion or fo contract a domestic loan, while it 
nt the same time desired to meet both the ordiunry and ex- 
troardinary charges to which it was put both by the existaice 
of civil war and the necessity of organizing for the first 
time a whole administrative system, a resort to the issue of 
a paper currency became absolutely unavoidable. ‘The 
following table shows the amount of paper money iu cir- 
culation during each year from 1868 to 1880 inclusive, and 
the cause of its iucrense or decrease from time to time :— 

Increasein Decrease 


Total amount Amount net _ Amount amount tn amount 

Tear, in Circulation ee eet — 

* the gort. the gort. 

Yen 

1868 24,030,000 ......00 24,030,000 2.2.2... seseneeer 
1869 48,000,000 ....... 48.000,000 23,970,000 _......... 
1870 53,350,000 _........0. 53,350,000 6,350,000 ......... 
1871 80,430,000 24,930,000 55,500,000 2,150,000 ......... 
1872 99,360,000 26,040,000 73,320,000 17,820,000 ......... 
1878 97,660,000 26,190,000 72,470,000... ...... 000 
1874 93,940,000 24,240,000 71,700,000. ......... 770,000 
Janeof 1875 94,800,000 23,720,000 71,080,000 ......... 620,000 
» 0f1876 94,050,000 23,130,000 70,920,000 ......... 160,000 
9 Of1877 94,050,000 23,130,000 70,920,000 — ... 
» £1878 120,920,000 23,000,000 97,920.000 27,000,000 ......... 
, of 1879 113,420,000 22,920,300 90,600,000 ......... 7,420,000 
yy of 1880 108,680,000 22,910,000 85,770,000 ......... 4,730,000 


It will be observed, on considering the figures above 
given, that while there was a gradual increase iu the 
amount issued by the government during the five years 
beginning with 1868, uutil at one time it reached some- 
thing over 13,000,000 yeu, there was a gradual annual 
decrease during the four succceding years (1873-1876), and 
that though it suddenly rose in 1878 over 97 millions, the 
years 1879 avd 1880 show a decrease again. From this it 
caw be seen that though the governmeut under the pressure 
of unavoidable emergencies hus for the moment issued fresh 
paper mouey, it has always applied itself, the emergency once 
passed, to reducing the amouut again, aud that it has never 
made an addition to the currency for the purpose of meet- 
ing its ordinary requirements. 

I will now briefly recapitulate the chief state necessities 
which caused the issued of paper money by the goverument. 
The largest issnes during these 13 years took place on three 
oceasions namely, firstly in 1868 and 1869, secondly in 
1872 and thirdly in 1877-1878. Iu 1868 when our institu- 
tions were being established amid the diu of civil war, 
the whole of the Revenne from ordinary sources 
umounted to no more thau 3,660,000 yen and the govern- 
ment was driven to add to its income by borrowing from 
untive and foreign merchants, The loaus thus obtained, 
tugether with the monies handed over by the Shéganate, 
and fines or gifta from the Daimiés, amounted barely to 
5,380,000 yen, or a totul from ordinary and extraordinary 
sources, of about 9,040,000 yen. On the other hand, its 
extraordinary Expenditure during this year reached the 
enormons figure of 25,000,000 yen, leaving a deficit of 
15,900,000 yen.® ‘This was the cause which forced them 
tu have recourse to the issue of paper money. 

In 1869 the civil war was still proceeding, and the 


ordinary revenue was only 4,660,000. By lonns from’ 


native and forign meachnnts, and the recovery of sums left 
ia the ¢rensury of the Shégunate, the whole rerenue 
ordinary aud extraordinary was brought up to 10,470,000 
yen, while the total of ordinary and extraordinary ex- 
penditure was 20,780,000 yeu, showing x deficit of 
10,310,000 yen. It was this that rendered necessary the 
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3 Note. The amoant of this deficit was arrived at years after, 
when the final acoounts were made ap, but does not represent the 
actual state of the exchequer at the time, which was actually far 
worse, and thus the ascertained deficit does not exactly correspond 
to the fiyrures above given of the amount of paper money issued in 


that year. 
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further issue of paper money. The year 1872 wns the year 
after the abelition of the Han and the re-division of the 
country into prefectures, and the administrative sphere was 
correspondingly extended, causing the ordinary and ex. 
traordinary expenditure to be increased to 57,730,000 yen 
in all. It was not found possible, however, to collect all the 
revenues which had hitherto been enjoyed hy the Daimiss, 
and the income from ordinary and extraordiunry sources 
did not exceed 32,610,000 yen, leaving a deficit of 
25,200,000 yen, partly met by an issue of paper money to 
the amount of 17,820,000, which still left a deficit of 
7,280,000 yen. In 1877-78 when the rebellion in Kiashig 
took place the ordinary revenue was of course insufficient to 
defray the extraordinary expenditure. The revenue of that 
year was 52,440,000 yen and the ordinary expenditure 
48,530,000 yeu, giving a surplus of 3,910,000 yen, but the 
charges for the surppression of the rebellion reached the 
enormous figure of 41,560,000 yen, and thas a further issue 
of paper money becaine imperative. 

In considering the history of the sevoral issues necessitat- 
ed by the causes stnted abore, it must be remembered that 
the largest umount first reached, namely 73,820,000 yen, 
took place when the districts under the direct rule of | the 
government were confined to what had been the territory 
of the Shégunate, the Han not yet having been abolished, 
and secondly, just after the abolition of the Han, before the 
government was able to collect the revenues previously paid 
to the Datmids. After the vear 1878, when the govern- 
ment, having abolished the Han and subdivided the country 
into prefectures, had more or less perfected the adminis- 
trative system, no paper money was issued, except during 
the rebellion year. The yeur 1872 is therefore the year of 
the first maximum, and 1877-78 that of the second max- 
imum. 

When the first paper money was issued, it was the inten- 
tion of the government to redeem the whole in 13 years, but 
owing to the continuance of the war in the North and East 
during 1868 and to the inhabitants of the chief cities being 
unaccustomed to the use of paper money, as well as to 
other causes, it fell to an abnormal discount (as compared 
with gold and silver), being depreciated at one time as low 
as 55 per cent. The government was therefore forced to 
establish a fixed rate at which it would be accepted in 
payment of taxes concurrently with coin. In 1869 the go- 
vernment determined to tuke effectual measures for bringing 
it up to par, and in June of that year rescinded the decree 
making the paper currency redeemable in thirteen years, 
announcing that it should either be redeemed in coin by the 
end of 1872, or if that were not done, that interest at the 
rate of 6 per ceut should be paid upon the whole amount in 
circulation. It further notified its intention to abandon the 
issue of a further large quantity of paper money which had 
been contemplated, and to destroy the machinery that had 
been erected for that purpose, and further that any one 
found offering a discount upon paper money should be fined. 
From this time the credit of the currency increased with the 
stability of the government, and no one hesitated to accept 
it. The 13 years during. which it was to be in circulation 
baving thus been dimiuished ta five, its stablity constantly 
improved, until in the year 1873, the five years’ term having 
been passed, the governmont in fulfilment of its promises, 
and with-the object of coutractiny the circulation, issued the 
“ Bonds in Exchange for Kiusatsun,” by which they undet- 
tuok to pay 6 per cent interest on all amounts of paper cat 
rency which might |.e offered iu exchange for these Bounds. 
But as the credit of the paper currency was daily impror- 
ing, while there was a geueral need of capital for carrying 
on business, there was a very small demand for these 
Bonds. During the next four years, that is up to 1876, & 
constant decrease took place in the amount of paper money 
in circulation, until the outbreak of the Satsuma rebellion 
in 1877 necessitated the additional issue of 27 millions of 
yen. In 1878 a scheme was adopted for the amortization 
of every species of public debt in 28 yearr, the redemption 
of the entire pyper currency included. . 

The “ Bonds in Exchange for Kiusntsu” bear interest 
at the rate of 6 per cent per annum paynble in gold, and 
they are to be redeemed within fiftoen years al par, also * 
cold. The plan was intended to combine two advantage > 
firstly, when the rate of interest fell below 6 per coat * 
Guld owing to an excess of paper-money in circulation, us 
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These were delts incurred hy the Daimiox, the respousi- 


enungh paper money lo maintain the cirealation at au] bility of which was assumed hy the government after the 
amount suitable to the requirements of the country ; and} abolition of the Han, when the voverinuent andertook their 
secondly, whenever the paper currency fell below par, the] liabilities as well as (he adininistration of their territories. 


holders would be able to obtain Bouds of whieh the interest 
was payable in specic. But owing to the fact that the nue 
of interest since the Restoration has averaged over 10 per 
cent, the first advantage sought for by the creation of these 
Bonds was not attained, and the number of applicants for 
them wns eo few, that the amount issued scarcely execeded 
2,200,000 yen. Of late yenrs, owing to the depreciation 
which has taken place in the value of the paper currency, 
the number of applicants has increased, and Bonds have 
heen issued to a further ammount of somewhat over 2,700,000 
en. 

The history of the issue of paper money since the Res- 
toration, with the causes that led to it, has now been nar- 
rated. It now remains to inquire, by comparison with the 
expenditure of all kinds, whether this paper money issued 
during the Inst 13 years, and now forming a part of the 
liabilities of the government, is to be looked upon as having 
been employed to meet ordinary charges, or whether it has 
been applied to the payment of war expenses. ‘This ques- 
tion will be fully discussed with the aid of figures under 
the next headiug, that of National Debt. 

III. 
NATIONAL DEBT. 

The first instance of the issue of Bonds by the goreru- 
ment for the purpose of raising a loan was the Foreign 
Loan contracted in 1870, although it had borrowed money 
on temporary loan from both natives and foreigners as early 
as 1868. In that year it borrowed from its own subjects 
8,830,000 yen, and from foreigners 890,000, making a total 
liability of 4,720,000 yen. In 1869 it borrowed from the 
Japanese people 810,000 yen and from foreigners 100,000 
yen, a total of 910,000 yen, thus incurring in the course 
of those two years linblities (o the amount of 5,630,000 yen. 
Bat all of these were repaid by the year 1871. In addi- 
tion to this, the government repaid by the end of 1875 over 
5,700,000 yen of foreign debt and 2,000,000 yen Domestic 
debt, amounting iu all to 7,700,000 yen, liabilities incurred 
Wy the Shéguuate and the Daimiés. The amount of nation- 
al debt repaid by the government between 1868 and 1875 
Which is consequently excluded from the statement of the 
actual liabilities of the country at the present date, is uo less 
than somewhat over 13,300,000 yen. 

The following table shows the variations in the total 
amount of the outetanding national liabilitics from year to 
year (exclusive of the paper currency ). 


3. Voluntarily Capi- (._. * 
talized pension ened from — 16,560,000 yen. 
Wands: ccc) acs ( aud after ...... 
4. New forcigu Loan 1873 — .......0.sese02 11,710,000 yen. 
5. Capitalized Pension Bonds 1877 ......173,630,000 yen. 
6. Bonds issued to ex-Shinté priests 1878 


420,000 yen. 





Total.........-202,320,000 yen. 
These liabilities arose out of the commutation of the 
hereditary pensions formerly enjoyed by the nobles, the 
military class and Shinté priests. Had this reform not 
been effected, the annual expenditure must have continued 
to be forever burdencd with a charge for pensions much 
larger than the interest which has to be paid on the forego- 
ing descriptions of public debt. By it these perpetual 
lereditary pensions were converted into a public debt 
redeemable nt a fixed period, and the intorest does not 
constitute nny addition to the annual charges for which the 
Government is liable. 
e n t 
tekueunt from 1873.......«. 4,960,000 yen. 
As has been explained in the preceding chapter, these 
were issucd for the purpose of contracting the paper cur- 
rency. 
8. Old Foreign Loan issued in 1870 ... 4,880,000 yen. 
9. Industrial Works Loan issued in 1778 12,500,000 yen. 
ce 7 Total @esesecce 17,380,000 yen. 
These loaus were raised for domestic improveweuts, such 
as the construction of railways, the improvement of harbours 
and roads, the dredging of rivera and other reproductive 
undertakings. 
10 Loan for the suppression ] contracted 
of the Satsuma rebellion \ in 1877. 15,000,000 yon. 
Amongst the above-enumerated descriptions of public 
linbilities, some are debts incurred by the former Daimiés, 
and others, for which the government has become liable, are 
the consequence of institutions bequeathed to it by past 
nges, and some agnin were contracted by the government 
itself in order to carry on the administration. The whole 
may be divided into two classes, the first being debts which 
it has inherited from the past, the second delits actually 
incurred by the present goverument, as fullows :— 


Inherited from the past. Incurred by the present govt. 
Yen Yen 





Old Domestic Debt 10,970,000 Bonds in exch 
Year. ee New as - 12,410,000 for Kin 5a <a 4,960,009 
Dec 1870 4,880,000 —— ——— 16,560,000 Oia “fares Loan ary 
e Oe eee a eevee ’ 9 i c ension n : oreign e 
187 — * —— —⏑ | Bot non {178,690,000 ee erence {15,000,000 
: 1873 oeeccsccsscsonsesseesse 31,640,000 | Bonda given to ex- 1 420,000 
= TBI: cathe eects ies .... 87,410,000 New foreign Loan 11,710,000 
June 1875 .P.......................... 47,480,000 | — — — 
54,870,000 Total ............ 25,700,000 37,310,000 
9 1877 ccece... senses eoccees..00¢ 242,170,000 The two classes of Bonds, A and B, 263,040,000 yen in 
” 254,320,000 all, represent the whole amount issued from time to time 


” 249,890,000 
” TODO vivsusiocesswavesedencreasee 249,360,000 
The maximum was reached in 1878, sinco which year 


upto June 30th, 1880, the maximam amount held by the 
public at any time being 260,910,000 yen, on the 30th June 
1878. The amount redeemed up to that date was 6,590,000 


there has been a gradual decrease. The great increase | ven ; subsequently a farther issue of 2,130,000 yen took 


during the years 1873 to 1876 is due to the new 
Foreign Loan, and to the recognition of the liabilities 
known ns the “Old” and “New” “Domestic Debt.” 

he increase in 1877 ix owing to the ereation of the “ Pen- 
sion Bonds ” and the loans contracted to meet the expenses 
connected with the suppression of the Satsuma rebellion, 
that of the yenr 1878 to the “ Industrial Works Loan” and 
the issue of Bonds to former Shinté priests in place of their 
Pensions, 

The Amounts given in the foregoing table are obtained 
by adding together the public debts of all kinds, the desiz- 
Hations, amount raised and objects of which are briefly 
Slated as follows -— 

1. Old Domestic Debt, issued in 1873.... 10,970,000 yen. 
2. Now Domestic Debt, iseued in 1873... 12,410,000 yen. 


Total....... ..... 23,390,000 yen. 


Google 





place and Bouds to the nmount of 7,090,000 yen were 
redeemed. 

Class A includes six descriptions. Class B four, and 
while the total of the former is 225,700,000 yen, that of ' 
tho latter is but 37,340,000 yen, Class B bearing the 
proportion of about 164 per cent to Class A. Class 
B, the amount. of which was expended by the preseut 
government, divides itself into two categories, namely, 
Liabilities incurred for improvements, aud thase incarred in 
order to supply deficiencies in Revenue. Under the first 
cutegory come the industrial works Lean of 12,500,000 ven 
and the Qld Forcign Loan of 4,880,000 yeu, while the 
second comprises the Loan made for the suppression of the 
Satsuma rebellion, 15,000,000 yen, and the Bonds given in 


exchange fur kinsutsu, 4,960,000 million yeu. lt appears 


therefora that the amount actually speat by the goverument 
is limited to these last two items, which come tv but 
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19,960,000 yen ontof a total of 263,040,000 yen of public 
debt, or nbout. 7.6 per cent. of the whole. ‘To resume these 
figures ina few words, it appears, then, that the debts in- 
herited by the present goverument from their predecessors 
are 85.8 per cent of the whole, nid the proportion actually 
incuried by themselves is but 14.2 per cent, of which 6.6 
per cent has been devoted to reproductive improvenents, 
the absolute irrecoverable expenditure being but 7.6 per 
cent. 

Ihave thus stated the causes of the contraction of all 
public liabilities and the manner in which the proceods have 
been employed, with the exception of the paper currency. 
I will now proceed to discuss the nature of the purposes to 
which this paper currency, which also forms a part of the 
national liabilities, has been put, and demonstrate that it 
may be regarded as having been issued solely to meet au 
extraordinary military expenditure. 


A certain portion of the whole amount still remainiag in 
circulation can be caucelled by means of the Reserve Fuad 
accumulated in the national treasury, and this quantity must 
first be deducted. Secondly, the paper currency now in 
circulation, which was issued in exchange for the paper of 
the Jian, constitutes a Han debt inherited by the present 
government, and not an addition to the circulation for which 
it is itself responsible. This amount therefore must also be 
deducted. The balance remaining, after these deductions 
have been made, alone is to be considered as having been 
issued by the government, and on inquiry whether it exceeds 
the extraordinary war cxpenditure during these 13 years, 
wo fiud the following results :— 


Amount of the reserve June 80th, 1880. ..51,320,000 yen 


Han Satexu for which the government he- 
Came liable... ccccsscsecccsesscceee «eee 19,460,000 yen 5 


The total of these two items, 70,780,000 yen, represents 
paper money not issued by the government, and when de- 
ducted from the amount in circulation June 80th, 1880, 
namely 108,680,000 yen, leaves the amount actually issued 
by the present government at 37,900,000 yon. The ex- 
troardinary war expenses incurred by the government from 
1868 down to 1880 are as follows :— 


From 1868 to the frat half of 1875.........12,940,000 
1877, Satsuma Rebelion..............0000++++++21;000,000 © 





39,940,000 
The total of the war cxpediture is 39,910,000 yen, and 
comparing this with the amouut of paper currency after the 
Reserve and the amount of Daimids paper money have 
been deducted, we find that the war expenditure excecds 
the issue of paper currency to the following extent :—- 


War expenditure 1868-1880............00...000 89,940,000 yen 
‘Paper curreucy in circulation which may 
be regarded as of purely govt. issne......37,900,000 yen 


Excess of war expediture over issue of paper ...2,040,000 yon 


It may fairly be said therefore that the paper currency 
which forins part of the public liabilities, issued by the go- 
vernment during the last 13 years, has beon applied to 
mect an extroardinary war expenditure, aud has not been put 
forth nt random to supply deficiencies in the revenue and 
to meet the normal expediture. 


The following table severally shows the increaso and 
decrease of the Domestic and Forcigu Debt :— 








4. The reserves kept by the J/an to mect their paper-currency 
were handed over to the present government and the amount of 
these reserves must of course be deducted, the balance being what 
the government has become responsible for. 


5. Note. 22,910,000 yen of IIun Sateu in circulation, minus the 
reserve handed over to the govt., amounting to 3,450,000 yen gives 
this remainder. 


6. Notx. The expediture for the Suppression of the Safawma 
rebellion was xoinething over 41,000,000 yen, but part was defrayed 
by means of a loan, which has been already accounted fur in the 
Chapter on National Debt. and only that proportion of the ex- 

ture which was defrayed by the issue of paper currency need 
lere be stated. The war charges duriug these 13 veara were by no 
means limited to the amuunt here given, but gpread into many other 
brauches of expenditure, and I have merely summed up what ap- 
pears under that heading iu the general expediture of each year. 


Google 


Domestic Debt. 


Year. (cxelusive paper currency) Foreiqn Debt. 
Dec. 1870 ......... F 4,880,000 yen, 
„1871 ccccceees ee 4,880,000 ,, 
9p 1872 ........ * 4,880,000, 
„1873 ......... 15,440,000 yen. IG6, 100,000, 
1874 ccccccee . 21,800,000 ,, 15,610,000 _,, 
June 1875 ..cccece 33,000,000 . 14,480,000 _,, 
99 1876 ......... 40,710,000 ,, 14,150,000 _,, 
9» 1877 ......... 228,770,000 ,, 13,390,000 _,, 
9 1878 cccccee- 241,690,000 _,, 12,620,000 ,, 
„1879 ccccceee 238,070,000 ,, 11,820,000 _,, 
39 1880 ....cceee 238,350,000 ,, 11,010,000 _,, 


It will be scen from the foregoing that the Domestic 
Debt reached its innximum in 1878, and has since shown a 
tendency to declino, while the Foreign Debt attained its 
highest point in 1878, the year when the New Loan was 
contracted, and that it has decrensed with every succeeding 
year. This is owing to the efficicut mensures taken by the 
government for preserving its credit by providing for the 
amortization of Debt. Deducting the Reserve maintained 
by the government for the purpose of redeeming the public 
liabilities and various loans made by it to private under- 
takings, we find that the total of the public liabilities, iu- 
cluding the paper currency as well as the debt proper, has 
varied from year to year in the following manner :— 


Total National Reserveand Debt Minus Re- 
Year. Debt. Loans. ecrve d: Loans. 

Dec. 1870... 58,230,000 ——— 58,230,000 
» 1871... 85,310,000  __....... 85,310,000 

» 1872... 104,240,000 26,280,000 77,960,000 
» 1873... 129,200,000 82,730,000 96,470,000 

», 1874... 183,350,000 28,910,000 104,440,000 
June 1875... 142,280,000 87,540,000 104,740,000 
» 1876... 148,920,000 37,720,000 111,200,000 
» 1877... 363,220,000 47,090,000 %16,130,000 

» 1878... 375,250,000 59,360,000 315,890,000 
» 1879... 363,320,000 58,390,000 804,930,000 
», 1880... 358,040,000 58,630,000 299,410,000 


This table shows that the maximum of public indebted- 
ness was reached in 1877, and that during the three suc- 
cecding yenrs of peace a decrease took place to the extent 
of 16,720,000 yeu, and that since the scheme for the dimi- 
nution of debt was adopted in 1878, with the iuteution of 
totally extinguishing it in 28 years, this plan has becn 
strictly adhered to, while every effurt has been made to 
practise economy in expenditure. 


IV. 


BANKS. 


When at the Restoration the policy of maiutaining re- 
lations of amity and commerce with forcign powers was 
frankly adopted, aud the public mind became re-assured, 
one of the first facts which struck those who gave their at- 
tention to the development of production and trade, was the 
deficiency of circulating capital, and it was found absolutely 
necessary, owing to a variety of circumstances which shall 
be briefly touched upon, to establish bauks as a means of 
facilitating the circulation of money. 

The effect of the political reforms made after the Re- 
storation was not confined to the administrative systems, 
but their influence was generally felt throughout the social 
fabric, and chiefly in commerce and manufactures. Under 
the old regime there had existed guilds which enjoyed a 


| monopoly of trade, aud these were at once abolished as 


being opposed to the principles of political economy. A 
spirit of free competition at once arose, and the old mer- 
chants and manufacturers suddenly lost their credit, so that 
fur a time all dealings on credit came to an end, and pur- 
chases could only be made for rendy money. An immense 
pressure upon the circulation of money was the result, and 
the want of capital became seriously felt. In consequense 
also of the abolition of the Zan aud subdivision of the 
country into prefectures, the Samurai ceased to hold their 
former offices; and the trade and manufactures which had 
hitherto profited by the institutions thas doue away with, 
lost credit in consequence, which was au additional cause of 
the pressure thrown upon the circulating medium. ‘The 
cHlects of these changes were felt ina lively manner from 
1868 down to 1873. 


Although under the old system money could be 
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remitted from one place to another by the agency 
of the branch establishments maintained by the larger 
merchants of the old régime in different parts of 
the country, the convenience was limited to three 
or four of the principal cities, while at the same time most 
of the Datnivs nd appointed large merchants to be their 
agents, who transported the produce of the Daimids’ 
territories to the chief commercial centres and disposed of 
them there. These men therefore were generally applied 
to by any one who had 2 remittance to make, and when the 
abolition of the Zfan in 1871 brought with it as a natural 
consegucice the disappearance of these avenls, this medium 
for making remittances was lost to the people. It became 
necessary therefore to establish banks which should under- 
take this business of making remittances. 

The government for these reasons encouraged the 
establishment of banks, and two or three companies which 
bore a certain resemblance to banks were actually sturted. 
But they were not formed upon a satisfactory system, and 
the consequence was the promulgation of the National 
Banks’ Law iu 1872. In 1873 the First aud Fifth National 
Banks’ commenced business, followed by the Sccond and 
Foarth in 1874. But during 1873 and 1874 some of the 
wealthiest merchants in Japan (such as Ono and Shimada) 
closed their doors, aud a large number of smaller houses 
were dragged down by their full. Distrust took hold of the 
public mind and connnercial credit was injured. Owing to 
this aud other causes the money market became very tight, 
and the government was eventually compelled in 1877 to 
establish a fixed legal rato of interest. 

About this time (that is in 1876 and 1877) took place 
the commutation of the hereditary pensions of the military 
class into Public Debt Bonds. Now this class, beyond the 
functions which had appertained to it under the régime that 
had passed away, was ignorant of the ordinary means of 
gaining 2 livelihood, atid now, beiug suddenly released from 
those fuuctions, was greatly in danger of falling into a state 
of indigence and perhaps into pauperism, unless some call- 
iug could be found for its members. The government con- 
— with the object of finding a means by which the 
military class could turn their Public Debt Bonds to ac- 
count in obtaiuing a liveliliood, and moved also by the 
waut of circulating capital in the country and the general 
tightness of money, adopted a plan calculated to confer a 
double benefit, the principle of which was the establishment 
of national bauks by the military class, on the security of 
the Public Debt Bonds held by them. By this measure it 
was hoped that a way of gaiuing their livelihood would be 
thrown open to the military class, while the moncy market 
would be relieved. 

Of the National Banks which originated inthis manner, 
those which date from before 1875 owe thoir existence to 
the enterprise of the ordinary mercantile class, while those 
which were founded in 1876 and afterwards, wore chiefly 
established by the military class. The following table 
exhibits the date, of the establishment of the various banks, 
their number aud capital.? 


Year Number Capital 

1873 .......seeeeee 2 3,000,100 
” ie Serer meee 4 3,450,000 
” NBT ———— 4 3,450,000 
” 1876......ccccceeee 5 2,550,000 
9 NS 8G ceccssccesvanne 28 23,156,100 
” TSE 8 sesicnisetesce 126 37,081,100 
” ek Seer wee 153 40,796,100 
” 1880... ccccccceseee 152 41,921,100 


The origin of the establishment of the National Banks 
Was us has first been explained, and now in order to show 
the effect which their establishment has had upon the rate 
of interest, Ladd a statement of the rates charged by the 
Mitsui firw, showing the rise and fall during the last few 
years. 

On Wwans of 10,000 yen and 


Date wpwarde. 
J tes vuaeiownaeivieiccenas 14 per cent 
13} 5 
JJ ohudaonnakcts 13.8 a 
J 14 
—— 13 ; 
12.8 


ee 
__ 7 Note. All banks which obtained licenses to start are included 
urespective of whether they have actually started or not. 


Google 


THE SAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 
ERS 





367 
DOD steed —— 124 ver cent. 
——— store thie 1? F 
LTO Cigar eee eh a eNOS RS 12 be 
Da cists be eaicoserd ont 4k oe. 11.3 
ee 1 > ae aa Renee NR ice ea 114 
J———— 112 


It was the high rate of interest from 1868 to 1872 and 
1873 that demanded the establishment of banks, and the 
lower rate since 1877 shows that their establishment bas 
not been devoid of influence. 

As I have stated in the previous chapter upon the paper 
currency, the total amount of paper currency issued by the 
government and in circulation in 1875 was 94,000,000 yen, 
and the capital of the banks then existing was about 
3,000,000 yen, so that the govornment pnper currency 
and the notes of the banks together amounted to about 
96,000,000 yen. Under these circumstances the govern- 
ment’s intention was to raise the hanking capital to 40,000,- 
000 ven, and to maintain the amount of paper money iu circu- 
lation at about 126,000,000 (the government paper money 
amounting to 94,000,000 yen and the issue of bank notes to 
3,200,000). 

But in 1877 4 rebellion unfortunately broke out in Aiw- 
shin, nud to meet the war expenditare necessitated, the 
government had to issue 27,000,000 yen of paper money. 
This raised the amount iu circulation to a figure somewhat 
in excess of what had been contemplated when the national - 
banks were established, but the government did not puta 
atop to the establishment of additional banks, resolving 
rather to contract its own circulation. This was effected 
by an alteration of the previous scheme for the reduction 
of debt, and paper money to the amount of 9,160,000 yen 
was withdrawn during the two years 1878 and 1879, it 
being calculated that in this way the wholo additional issue 
of 27,000,000 yen made in 1877 would be withdrawn within 
six years.” 

Not only has the establishment of banks provided every 
part of the country with facilities for making remittances, 
but it has imparted a great degree of energy to commercial 
transactions and profitable enterprises, while it has aided 
the military class iu providing itself with the meaus of 
livelihood, as every one can perceive who is personally 
nequainted with general condition of the country. 

V. 
TAXATION. 

Previous to the Restoration each Daimi’ possessed inde- 
pendent administrative power in his own territories, and it 
naturally fotlowed that the system of taxation, both as ro- 
yards the trouble of collection and the relative scverity of 
the burden on the tax-payer, differed widely in different 
parts of the country. Even in the-territories of the Shégu- 
uate the taxes levied under various designations were ex- 
tremely numerous. For the first few years after the Re- 
storation the government made no chauges of importance in 
the system bequeathed to them by the Shégunate and the 
Daimiõe, but iu 1873 it commenced to carry ont the reform 
of the land tax, and in 1875 abolished over a thousand 
descriptions of miscellaneous taxes which had been levied 
under the former régime, and from this time the whole people 
were brought under a uniform law of taxation. 

The following statistics afford the means of making a 
comparison between the number and varieties of tax in 
1864, the latest year in which the system inherited from 
the Shogueate and Daimiöõs was followed, aud iu 1880, the 
latest year sinee its abolition. 


Nuinber of varieties of (ax in 1874........... 1504 
” 2 ” ry) 18380 —X —X 40° 


Although these 1540 odd kiuds of tax were abolished, it 
must be coufessed that they were part of a troublesowe 
system, and yielded very small amounts, so that even if 
they had been retained the national revenue would not 
have benefitted to any important extent, while their exaction 
would have excited a feeling in the minds of the people that 


8 Note. For details, see Scheme for the Redemption of Debt. 

9 Note. The number of varieties of tax in 1880 is 1545 less than 
it was in 1874. The number of varieties here given is taken from 
the statement in the notification by which the miscellaneoux taxes 
were abolished, but eome amongst them were the same uoder the 
different names. Supposing however that this was the case with 
ove half, we have still 7vv or 8uu for the number of different kinds 
of taxes under the old régime. 
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they were being oppressed. 8 

led to the abolition of the miscellancous tnxes in 1875. _ 
At the present time there are 49 variclics of tax, which 

may be classed under 19 principal categories, as follows -— 


Customs Duties. 

Land Tax. 

Mining ro 

Companies ,, 

Shooting Licences. 
Licences to Horse nnd Cattle dealers. 
Tax on Weights and Measures. 
Copyright fees. 

Passport & other licence feces. 
Druggists’ liceuces. 

Attorneys’ licences. 

Ship and bout tax. 

Vehiele tax. 

Tax on Produce of the Hokkaido. 
‘Tax on alcoholic Liquors. 

Tobacco excise. 

Stamps. 

Postage Stamps. 

Stamps on ruled paper for petitions. 


Out of these 19 species of tax the lund tax is the most 
important, bearing to the whole taxat ion of the country 
the following proportion ; in tho financial year 1879-80 the 
whole amount of taxntion was... ..0-+¢+0+0654,550,000 yen 
of which the land tax yiclded .................. 41, 9000, 000 yen 
or a trifle less than 8 tenths. ‘This shows that the principal 
revenuc from taxes is derived from the land. As I have 
before observed, previous to the abolition of the Has, every 
Daimid had his own system of Jovying taxes, and thore 
were astonishing differences between the rate at which the 
laud tax was levied in different parts of the country. The 
heaviest rate was 7, of the annual quantity harvested by 
the peasant,?° the lightest being yi, of the produce. Be- 
tween these there were various othor rates, such as yo: £o: 
ys 80 that there was a great want of uniformity in different 
localities. ‘The land was measured by ché and tan, but the 
area of these measurcments also varied more or less in 
different places. These variations were perhaps unavoid- 
able under the feudal system, but when the whole country 
was brought under the authority of a single government, it 
was impossible to continue to sulject the poople to theec 
inequalities. This was the renson why in 1873 the govern- 
ment undertook the reform of the laud tax. 

The principle of this revision was as follows :—The 
average was taken of tho actual yield during 5 years, and 
valued at the average price obtained during the same period. 
This being taken as the profit on the Jand, farnished a 
basis for calculating the capitalized value of the land itself, 
and the land-tax was fixed at 3 per ceut on this value. It 
was also cnacted that a resettlement should tuke place 
cvery six years.41 If this arrangemont be translated into 
the language of the old system, it would bo equivalent to 
«* A, to the lord and 4%, to the cultivator,” so that compared 
with the heaviest rates under the old régime it amounts to 
ao abatement of or 5.22 But apart from the care 
taken to assess the value of the land with exactness, dif- 
ferences of opinion with regard to the value arose out of 
varions complicated circumstances, and, in conformity with 








10 Note. It may perhaps seem that with a division of the pro- 
duce in the rate of ,%, to the lord and ,*, tothe cultivator, the latter 
coukl hardly be able to exist, but there were various counterbalanc- 
ing facte, such as the measurement of the land being underesti- 
mated (aqiranobi), so that the hardship was not so great as this 
proportion might lead one to euppose. 

11 Note Fall details can be learnt from the “Land Tax Revi- 
sion Law.’’ 

12 Note It must be remembered that the average price of rice 
upon which the revision of the land tax was based war about 4 yen 
20 ven a Lukin, whereas the price to-day is over 10 yen. If we were to 
take the average present price to be !) yeu, and the rate at which 
it was taken for the revision to be 4 yen 2U sen, and compare the 
actual amount realized by the cultivator with that which he pays 
to the government, we should find the proportion to be about “ is 
to the cultivator and ,'5 to the lori.” In the comparieon made 
above of the old and new eyztems, the henefit of the unasaessec 
lands aud lax measurement of the old system was taken into ac- 
count, and the real proportions taken by the lord and the cultiva- 
tor were stated ; the noiniual division of 7, to the lord and ts to 
the cultivator was not made the baxis of comparison. If this be 
done, and allowance be made for the unassessed lands and lax 
measurement, then the yy to the lord and ,% to the cultivator 
would come in reality to about equal shares for each. 
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These were the reasons that} human nature. no great amount of gratitude was felt by 


the peasants for this lightening of their burden, while those 
ov whom the taxes happened to bear a Jittle heavier than 
before grumbled Joudly and angrily and even to this day 
peasants now and then present complaints of the assessment 
being unfair. 

Although the landtax had been revised in this manner, 
the government still felt that it was unjust to make the 
peasant alone bear the burden of heavy taxation, and 
recognizing the fact that he was restrained from fully 
developing his productive powers, they adopted the princi- 
ple of gradually abating the land tax, while increasing 
othor tnxes, 20 as to remedy the unequal incidence of taxa- 
tion. In 1877 they consequently made a further reduc- 
tion in the Jand tax to the extent of one sixth. 

In consequenceofthisabatement the loss tothe revenue was 
about 1,200,000 yeu. But faithful tothe principle of lightening 
the Jand tax and increasing other species of tax at thegame time, 


they havo made an annual increase in the latter, as is 
shown in the following table :— 


Tax (nat land 

Year. Customs Dutica. nor customs). 
1868 .cccccccccccccecss ee 720,000 420,000 
1869 ..cccccce.sscvccccces 500,000 540,000 
1870 ...... ceccce ccs cecece 640,000 450,000 
1871 .....0... .eeseceeeee 1,070,000 430,000 
1872 ...ccccccscscce.eceee 1,830,900 460,000 
138383883 .. 1,680,000 2,720,000 
1874 .....ccccccescseeesee 1,490,000 4,390,000 
18735 ......... secccsees.ee 1,710,000 7,120,000 
1876 ..... aeceseeccce ee.ee 1,980,000 6,710,000 
1877 ...... éssvesces cesses 2,850,000 6,110,000 
1878 ...cccccccccsccsccees 2,300,000 8,670,000 


Although the amount produced by taxation has increased 
year by year, no addition has been made to the number of 
species of tax since the abolition of the Han, but on the 
coutrary a decrease has taken place, as shown below. 


Year No. of smaller species of tux 
1871 ....ccccccccccccsccscccsescseeess 1575 
1872 ......... cvwcscccsscccccocecccers 1573 
WBT3 ...ccccccccccccccorccecsececcccee 1598 
1874 ........ 1594 
1875 ...... — .... 42 
I.6. 48 
——DD—————— 48 
1878 .......... 40 
OTD so ccsesssseseuduns — score 51 


As shown here, no great addition has been made to the 
kinds of tax, while an increase has taken place in the 
amount raised by taxation, which may lead to the supposi- 
tion that the rate of separate taxes may have Leen raised. 
This, however, with one or two exceptions, is not the case, 
but the increased yield is the result of a gradual tendency 
towards development of manufactures, intercommunication 
and trade, 

Irrespective of the decrease in the land tax, the gradual 
annual increase in the government revenue derived from 
taxes, is shown in the following table: — 


1877-78 rough final acct. ......0...06..-++-47,910,000 yen 


1878-79 ds vesstsatessssess...50,900, 
1879-80 cstimate _...... nee 51,280,000 ., 
1880-81 ieee es ee ee ..54,550,000 


We may conclude from theso figures that the revenue 
derived from taxation is not decreasing, but on the contrary 
is on the increase. And from the fact that the principal 
classes of tuxcs are no more than 19 in number, it ean be 
scen that the government firmly adheres to the principle of 
sparing nnd nursing the uational resources. 


VI. 
GOVERNMENT ASSETS. 


Thavo now recounted the mensures carricd out by the 
government during the last 13 years aud described its 
financial position during that period, and through on the 
30th June, 1880, the national debt for which it is res pon- 
sible, including domestic and foreign liabilities and paper 
currency (and deducting the amount of the reserve and of 
udlvances made to private undertakings) nmounted to about 
299,400,000 yen, its assets are worth u large sum. A part 
also of the anuual expediture aud public debt has been 
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converted into government property, as for instance (he 
railways, telegraphs and factories of all kinds. 
ing is a rongh statement of the government asse 


Govt. Forests (excluding the Hokkaido) 


ts :— 


4,672 Square Ri. 


» Building Lands ..................... os. eoelD do 
» Agricultural Lands ................. — 2 do 
» Prairie Lands .................0..ceccees 126 do 
Mr. A NOCE Sess cseicatarsiewsdelndices 2,226,650,000 
» Ship Building Yards ............ —— 
» Arms Factories & Powder Mills.........5 
9 Ships ......... — ——— .........51 
VFnuectorienx ............................... SQ 
» Lighthouses ............... oe eseeeese 35 
Govt. Telegraphs .....00........0........ 3,658 Ri. 
y= Railways oe... icc ceeeeceee. 30 do 
Mines........................ — .10 


Besides the above th 
godowns, to say nothing of the Hokkaidd, having an area 
of 5860 square ri, the number of immigrants to which 
island increases annually, while its productions tend to 
develop in a corresponding ratio, though it is still far from 
being completely brought under cultivation, ax the follow- 
ing statistics show. If its present rate of growth receives 
no check, it will one day rival the old country in the amount 
of its productions. 


Total aren of the Hokkaida ............... 5,860 Square Ri, 
Area of cultivated ground and building 

land oo... ... .. 5 10 do 
Population ................. Sleds eusesorscey 211,304 


Althongh tho government has calculated that the whole 
of the national linbiltics can be paid off in 28 years from 
1878 out of the annual revenue nlone, it is evident that if 
a fair price were placed upon the above enumerated nssetx, 


they would easily suffice to redeem the 219,400,000 yen of 
debt. 


VII. 


CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 


In the foregoing accouut of our fiauncial policy I have 
frequently referred to the condition of the country as 
advanced by the undertakings of these thirteen years, and 
though the three great refurms briefly noticed at the com- 
mencement of this paper, the reform of the laws aud the 
encouragement of industries have been by no means insig- 
nificant or few, I will merely cite those matters of which 
we can obtain a clear idea from numerical statistics. 

At the time of the Restoration there was no such thing 
as a telegraph in operation, and for expreeses the only avnil- 
' able means were men or horse, but immediately after that 
event the government set to work to construct telegraphs, 
and the natiou speedily awaking to its advautages, the total 
distance conuected by telegraphs was increased by 1880 to 
1600 ri (4,000 English miles). All the most important 
towns in the country are now able to communicate with 
each other instantaneously. In 1879 we joined the Inter- 
national ‘Telegraph Convention, and telegraphic communcia- 
tion with all parts of tho world has since become an easy 
matter. Compared with the state of things 10 years ago, 
when the ignorant people ent down the telegraph poles 
and xevered the wires, we seem rather to have made a 
century's advance. 

Previous to the Restoration, with the exception of the 
post sent by the Daimids from their residences at the 
Capital to their territories, there was no regularly establish- 
ed post for the general public and private convenience. 
Letters hnd to be sent by any opportunity that occurred, 
and a single letter cost over 25 een for n distance of 150 ri. 
But since the Restoration the geverninent for the first time 
established 2 general postal service, and in 1879 the length 
of postal lines was 15,700 ri (nenr 40,000 English miles), 
and n letter can at any time be sent for 2 sen to any part of 
the country, 
Convention, and have thus obtained great facilities for 
communicating with foreign countries. ; 

It was also this government that, after the Restoration, 
for the first time constructed railways, and connected the 
chief open ports with the cities in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood. In 1879 over 30 ri (75 English miles) of 
railway were opened, and further extensions have already 
been undertaken, while many of the people have come to 
recugnize the conveniences they afford. 
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In 1874 we entered the International Postal | : 
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Although there were lights upon the most important 
previous to the Reststoration, their construction 
Was extremely primitive, and their illuminating power ex- 
fended but a short distance. Their number, also, was 
sinall. But since the Restoration European and American 
models have heen taken, and 35 additional lighthouses have 
been constructed, besides buoys and beacons, to say nothing 
of the numerous harbour improvements carried out. 


Japanese vessels of native build are inferior to those of 
European build in the facilities they afford for navigation. 
In 1871, 4 years after the Restoration, the number of ships 
of foreign build was no more than 74, but the government 
encouraged their construction, and by 1878 they reached 
377. The government has two shipbuilding yards, one 
yard for the repair of ships, besides which there is one yard 
for the construction of ships of the foreign model aided by 
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cre arsa a quantity of houses and | Soverument, nnd 2 or 3 private establisnments of the same 


character. ‘The number of vesszels of native build in 1876 
Was 450,000, and in 1878 had reached 460,000. 


From the time preceding the Restoration until 1875 the 
coasting trade was entirely in the hands -of foreigners, and 
Jnpanese had to travel by forcizn mail steamers. Bat in 
the latter year, by the sid of the government a mnil ship 
company was formed, and the coasting trade fell into the 
hands of our own people. This company now ruus lines of 
stenmers to Hongkong and China, and is daily extending 
its business. 


Before the Restoration the employment of wheeled ve- 
hicles was extremely limited, but after that cveut their use 
was widely developed, and the number of carts &. has in- 
creased year by year. In 1875 tho number that paid the 
tux was 220,000, and in 1878, 340,000. 

Since the Revolution the use of steamers has daily in- 
creased, and the Inland Sea, the lakes and larger rivers are 
vow coustantl> navigated by small steamers employed iu 
the carrying trade. 


Ax regards forcign trade, in 1869 the total amount of 
imports aud exports (1868 being a year of war, we take the 
figures for 1869) was 33,680,000 yen, nnd in 1879 
64,120,000 yer. Imports had grown from 20,780,000 yer 
to 36,290,000 yer, and cxports from 12,909,000 yes, to 
27,830,000 yen, in the one case showing an advance from 
2 w 34, in the other from 2 tod. 


In Education, up to the Restoration the schools support- 
ed by the Daimiés nud private schools were few in number, 
but sinee that epoch the educational system has been vastly 
improved, with a resulting increase in the number of 
schools. In 1878 of High, Middle and Primary Schools 
there were altogether 27,600, with 68,000 teachers and 
2,319,000 pupils. 

Before the Restoration no progress had been made with the 
colonization of the Hokkaido, but since that event that 
duty has been entrugted toa Commission endowed with 
absolute powers, and the prodactions now exhibit a daily 
growing tendency to develop; postal communication has 
been estublished, fisherics and agriculture are encouraged, 
the number of immigrants has annually increased, and 
native merchants from the mainland, gradually appreciating 
the advantages, are extending their trade with the Island. 

In conclusion, I am convinced that if we reflect upon the 
facts, we shall not fail to admit that considering that the 
government has broken down the prejudices of centuries, 
abolished the Shoguuate, resumed the fiefs of the Daimids, 
relensed the military class from its hereditary functions, 
commuted their pensions, organized the army and navy, 
reformed the laws and institutions, and accomplished the 
numerous other results to which I have bricfly alluded, 
all in the space of 13 years, the financial condition which 
I have described in the foreguing pages is not a bad result 
after all. 
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REUTER'S TELEGRAMS. 








Lospor, 28th March, 1881. 
Cape of Good Hope.—The Colonists are discontented with 
the conditions of peace offered by the British Government 
to the Boers. 
The Greek froutier question has assumed a threatening 
nspect, . 
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x@ Dairy Press.’’] 
Lonpoy, 15th March. 
The assassin of the Czar has been arrested ; he is a mining 
student twenty-one years of age. 
The Grand Duke Alexander, the Czarewitch, has been 
inaugurated and has issued a Manifesto upon his acccssiou. 
London, Mareh 17th.—The motion for urgency has been 
carried in the House of Commons against the Government. 
The House of Commons has finally passed the Arms Bills. 
The Orange Free State has joined the Boers. Peace 
negotiations continue. 
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AN EASTERN FANCY. 


From the Japanese. 


O far, fair Moon, 
White-orbed in Heaven of amethyst, 
Caught in a mesh of silver mist, 

And deeply holden, 
As gleams some precious gem whose blaze, 
Breaks the translucent silken maze 

Around it folden,— 
So shine thy mist-enmingled rays 

In spring-time splendor, 

Softly tender! 


A WESTERN FANCY. 
1. 


O white-browed Goddess crescent-crowned, 
The night-dews silver hill and lea, 

And all the world doth -cait for thee— 

Thy chariot lingers and no sound 

Of its swift coming floats to me. 


2 


The air is hushed and but tLo breath 

Of leaves low-murmuring is heard, 

As though Dodona’s oaks were stirred 
To prophesy of woe and death, 

Or as the note of wandering dove, 

Were telling grief instead of love,— 
“Tean down thou fairer than the morn,” 
This is their prayer, O Heaven-born ! 


3. 


This is my prayer, for all unseen 

I see Endymion's pillowed head— 

The dew-drops kiss his brow instead 
Of thy soft breath, O veiled Queen ! 
Descending in thy stainless grace, 
Dawn with thy love-illamined face, 
Mild maiden-moon, on him alone, 

And make his heart for aye thine own ; 
But let thy diadem of Light, 

Irradiate our world of night! 


4. 


Now e’en the laurel-leaves are still, 
The nymphs have ceased their sylvan dance, 
And left the slceping youth in trance 
Of star-like beauty on the hill; 
But roses bloom in sleepless gloom— 
They watch and wake for thy sweet sake, 
Yet slow-of-car, they cannot hear 
Thy words meant for Endymion’s own— 
Where art thou flown ? 
But /ook and hark ! 
Adown the dark 
With star-dust strewn, 
Afar the milk-white steeds appear— 
O white-browed Goddess crescent-crowned, 
Draw near! Draw near ! 


F. B. M. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


a 

_ The Yokohama Cricket Club held its Annual General Meeting 
on the 30th ultimo in the rooms of the Chamber of Commerce, 
kindly lent for the occasion. Present—Messrs. Barlow, Milne 
(Hon. Sec.) F. A. Cope, W. B. Thomson, J. d’Almeida, Wood, 
Stephens, E.J. Moss, Warne, G. Hodges, ;Talbot, Litchfield, 
Dodds, C. D. Moss, Harris, Kilby and Powes. 

Mr. Barlow was voted to the chair: the accounts, as given 
below, were taken as read, and the Hon. Secretary then read 
the report of the last season. 

Tux YOKOHAMA OrickET CLUB IN ACCOUNT wWitH A, MILKE, 
Hon. TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS. 
Entrance fees ...cccccccsccscseccsseccccccoccccces — ——— $ 75.00 
Subscriptions  ....c..cccccccccscsccssccccccccccscccccvessccesoes 621.00 
Gear sold to Tokio Cricket Club ............cccccescscceees 21.22 
Base Ball Club for use of ground...............cccscsseeees 95.00 
Foot Ball Association ditto  ............ccsccscccsccsceses — 45.00 
DISBURSEMENTS, 
March llth, 1880. 
Balance due Hon. — ---$ 29.18 


I reasurer eee eee 
Momban, coolies, advertising and sundry expenses. 111.77 
Levelling and turfing eastern, southern and part 


of western sides of the grounds ... sia eee 330.02 
Moving and painting flag-staff and cost of flag ... 16.iv 
Box for gear, lawn tennis balls, &c.... one woe =17.80 
Match expenses... sae ons sa ane - £0.13 
Insurance on pavilion and gear $600, a2 per cent 12.00 
Balance due on pavilion fund woe tee we GZ 
Ground rent to 31 Dec., 1881 -. 215.76 
Balance ... = * = 35.61 
$792.83 $792.83 
—— ——— — 
March 28th, 1881. 
To Balance due Hon. Treasurer ... ...$35.61 
E. & O. E. 
A. Miuxx, 
Hon. Treasnrer. 
Yokohama, 28th March, 18S). 
Examined and found correct. 
. E. D. Mumray, 
G. C. Woon. 


It was proposed by Mr. Dodds and seconded by Mr. Litch- 
field that the accounts should be passed, and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 

The next business was to ballot for a Committee, which resulted 
in the following gentlemen being elected :— 


Mr. Barlow. 
» Afilne. 
» FF. A. Cope. 
» W. B. Thomson. 
Dodds. 


Dr. Wheeler. ¢ 

Mr. Dodds wished to retire in favour of Dr. Wheeler, but 
it being explained that the latter had expressed his inability to 
serve, Mr. Dodds consented to act, if he might be allowed to 
withdraw should his time prove too much occupied. 

A general conversation next followed, resulting in some 
slight alterations to the existing rules, and some suggestions for 
improving and regulating practice during the forthcoming sea- 
sou ; after which the meeting terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce for his kindness 
in granting the use of the room, and to the retiring Committee, 
especially the Honorary Secretary, to whose indefatigable 
energy no small share of the success of the Club is due. 

A calm, clear afternoon and an attractive programme of 
Dynamite experiments gathered to the shores of Mississippi 
Bay a goodly sprinkling of the public of Yokohama last Saturday. 
Many ladies, too, made bold to witness the power of this ter- 
ribly destructive agent, and fearlessly mingled with the crowd 
of sightseers. The experiments were conducted according to 
the programme issued by Messrs. Mollison, Fraser & Co., under 
Whose anspices the trials were made, and were, without ex- 
ception, successful. The experiments to “ show the harmlessness 
of dynamite as cargo” having been gone through without undae 
delay, the interesting trials, “to show its strength as an ex- 
plosive,” were begun. At this stage of the proceedings, see- 
ing the varions ways in which dynamite could not be explod- 
ed—set on fire, ignited by a fuse, crushed by a block of iron, 


| blown up by gunpowder, all without explosion—one would have 
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been inclined to ask how on earth it could be exploded? He 
would soon have been enlightened. A huge boulder. im- 
movable “‘by such men as live in these degenerate days,” 
was broken to pieces by a little loose dynamite exploded 
on its surface. 


to view the jagged, broken end of each wire, clearly show- 


ing how potent was the force employed. And then came an 
experiment which proved more than any the terrific power 
A massive block of iron had a circular 
aperture pierced through ita centre, in which a charge of 
dynamite was exploded ; one half of the piece of iron arose to 
a considerable height in the air, visible to all, taking a curved 
direction towards the beach. Having described a curve, not 
dissimilar in form to the outline of the hill at whose foot it 
imbedded itself, it plunged into the water cluse to an over- 
hanging cliff. Strange to say, enany spectators had selected as 


of the explosive. 


a standpoint the hill which it approached, presumably for the 


excellent view it afforded and perhaps with the notion that at 
such a distannce there could not possibly be any danger, if 


danger existed. Another illustration of the old saying “ in medio 
tutissimus ibis.” A train of dynamite cartridges was next ex- 


ploded by a single detonator ; they were laid in contact, one after 


another for a few feot along the ground, and exploded with a 
single report. The rapidity of such an explosion is 28,000 feet 
per second ; in other words, if cartridges were arrauged iu a 
similar manner along the ground for that distance, they would 
all successively explode in « single second. 

The two last experiments were very interesting. A torpedo 
charged with dynamite was exploded in water beneath a raft. 


It remains to be told what answer the winds would accord if 


they had been asked the whereabouts ofthe raft. An enor- 
mous column of water was raised toa great height, in which 
various foreign bodies could be seen descending, to sink oc 
float upon its surface according to their specific gravity, and 
that was all. This column travelled towards the beach, bourne 
thither by the breeze until all watery particles again returned 
to their allegiance in the deep. The lust experiment was 
similar. A charge of dynamite was exploded under water and 
an aged sampan came to grief, quite as extensively dismembered 
as the raft. With this these amusing aud instructive experi- 
ments terminated, aud the spectators returned after having 
passed an agreable afternoon. Large numbers of natives, in 
their parti-coloured garments, lined the beach, and clinging to 
the steep cliffs around, watched the spectacle with fixed atten- 
tion, ‘rendering the scene more picturesque by their presence. 


The Vela company gave its second performance iu the Gaiety 
Theatre last Thursday evening before a spare audience. The ex- 
cellent style and singing of Mudame Vela was again the chief at- 
traction, and although at first the house seemed very frigid, her 
attractive rendering of Godfrey's old Mabel Waltz brought an 
irresistible encore. The ice once broken re-calls were the order 
of the day, and the performers one and all were much applauded 
in the second part of the programme. Mademoiselle Cobi- 
anchi and Mr. Gozzolini also contributed some well-chosen 
numbers, while Mr. Vela himself performed with great neatness 
and dexterity a fantasia on portions of Gounod’s Faust. The 
small pianoforte used was quite insufficient to display the 
performers’ abilities, and we aro at a loss to understand why so 
inferior au instrument should be used while the grand piano 
belonging to the ‘Theatre stood untouched in the orchestra. In 
the second part M. Vela played some excerpts from a fantasia 
for Violin by De Beriot, accompanied on the pianoforte by one 
of our local amateurs, and the concert wound up with a capital 
duo from Norma by the two ladies of tho troupe. 


Information has been received to the effect that the new 
Scerctary of State is the Hon. James G. Blaine, U.S. senator 
from Maine. Mr. Blaine was a candidate for the presideucy 
in 1876, but was defeated by Mr. Hayes. 


Until further notice, the hour of departure of all Hongkong 


and Shanghai steamers of the Mitsu Bishi Mail Company will 
be 6 o'clock p.m. 
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A strong wire-rope, tightly twisted, was cut 
by the explosion of some dynamite tied to it, and presented 





arrived at Nagasaki ou the 20th ultimu. 
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JAPANESE ITEMS. 


(The following Notes on various Japauese matters are chietly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally sapplemented from 
original sources of information. and are carefull y collated and 
edited, xo as make them readable and intelligible. } 

COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL, 

The Alainichi Shinbun states as a rumour that Mr. Mori, 
the Japanese Minister at London, will return on or about 
August next, and will then be transferred to another office. 
The paper, as usual, does not vouchfor the truth of the above 
report. : 

The same paper states that heretofore the number of Japanese 
police in Korea were, in Gensaushin, 30, and in Fasan 10, but 
that as commerce is becoming more and more prosperous, 
the number of those in the latter port will, it is said, be doubled. 

The Ifochi Shinbun says that the Regulations for dealing 
with kerosine oil will shortly be issued. 

The Alainichs Shinbun states that the draft of the commercial 
laws, which were being compiled in the Legislative Section of 
the Privy Council Office, is completed, and therefore it will 
shortly be submitted to tle Senate. The paper says that these 
laws will be put in force on and after the 18th year of Jleiji 
(1885), according to current rumour. 

Another puper states, as a rumour, that Their Majes- 
ties the Emperor, the Empress and the Dowager Empress will 
visit the National Exhibition on the 7th instant. 

The same paper says that all those officials who, were appoint- 





ed the special committee for entertaining His Majesty the King 
of Hawaii when he was in the Capital, received donations of 
money from the Imperial Household Department on the 28th 
ultimo. 


We learn from the same source that the French Minister at 


Tokio intends giving an entertainment to several Japanese high 
Military officers, at the Legation. 


The Mainichi Shinbun states that His Majesty the Emperor, 


on the termination of his mouruing for the late Czar of Russia, 


will give a congratulatory eutertainment in honour of the acces- 


sion to the throne of the new Emperor. Similar festivities will 


be observed at the Russian Legation. 


The same paper says that His Majesty the King of Hawaii 
Messrs Hachisuka, 
Ishibashi and several ether Japanese officials, who were spe- 
cially despatched by the government as the committee for enter- 
taining the royal guest, accompanied him. On his arrival a 


salute was fired, and Messrs. Kauai aud Uyemura, secretaries of 


the local government, with their subordinates, received him and 


escorted him to a residence prepared at Kojima. About 2 p.m. 


uext day (the 2ist ult.), he went to the public gardeus to an 


entertainment given in the Kivyulei restaorant at Chikugo- 


machi, when several Japanese sungs aud dauces were perform- 


ed. He was to leave there for Shanghai that night, but owing 


to bad weather his departure was postponed. He again visited 
the public gardens on the afternoou of the 22ud ultimo, when he 


planted a cumphor-tree as a memento of his visit. On his re- 


turn he visited the dockyard at Tachigami, and the iron works 
at Inasa, leaving for Shanghai at 5.30 the same afternoon. 
His Majesty before leaving Tokio made a present of a 


foreign bred dog, valued at about $80, to His Imperial High- 
ness Higashi Fushimi no Miya, and a valuable gold watch to 


His Imperial Highness Kita Shirakawa-no-Miya. 
We have it on the most reliable authority that the statement 


made by the Jfochi Shinbun, in its issue of the 19th ultimo, 
that the Chinesu Legation had been singular iu not displaying 
its flag at halfmast, iu respect to the memory of the late Czar 
of Russia, was utterly incorrect. On receipt of the sad news 


the flag was hoisted halfmast fur three days, aud alsoon the 


day on which the obsequies of the Czur were performed. 


The Lochi Shinbun writes as follows :—It has been announced 
by the Minister of the Imperial Huusebold Departmeut that 
the Shiunki-Korei-Sai (Spring festival for the Emperor's an- 
cestors), which was postponed owing to His Majesty the Emperor 
beivg in mourning for the late Czar of Russia, will be performed 
on the 4th instant’ The Jimmu Teuno-Sai (anuiversary 
of the death of the first Emperor of Japan) which is celebrated 
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on the 3rd April every year, has, owing to the xame reason, 
been postponed till the 14th instant. 

A vernacular journal states that on the 28th ult., His 
Excellency Iwakura, Third Minister of State, invited to his 
private residence the Princes of the Blood, Ministers of State, 
Privy Councillors, Ministers, and Vice-Ministers of the Go- 
vernment Departments, and held a long conference about the 
proposed construction of railways. 

We learn from the same source that great reforms will be 
shortly made in the Finance Department shortly ; and that they 
will be first introduced in the National Debt Bureau, from 
which many officials are to be dismissed. 

A native contemporary states that the prefect of Oki- 
nawa has lately applied to the Central Government urging 
that his prefecture, unlike other cities and prefectures, has 
only been establisted a short time and that the local taxes &c., 
are not in perfect order yet ; he asks therefure that a sum of 
2,950 yen, the estimate for public works in that prefecture in 
the 14th fiscal yoar of Meiji, may be specially disbursed. The 
application was granted on the 30th ult. 

The Hochi Shinbun gives it asa rumour, that it has been 
decided that privy councillors are to visit the Government 
factories and schools in future, and adds that, if this be true, it 
will act as 9 stimulus both to workmen and scholars. 

This paper also says that a special envoy was to have been 
despatched to be present at the obsequies of the late Emperor, 
but, as the funeral occurred so soon this was found impractic- 
able, and a telegraphic message was sent to Mr. Yanagiwara, 
the Japanese Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary for Russia, directing him to attend the funeral 
ceremony, in the capacity of a special Envoy. 

We learn from the JJainichi Shinbun that the question of 
providing positions for the unoccupied Shizoku has occupied 
some attention in the cabinet lately. The late Mr. Okubo, 
when privy councillor, raised this question, bat it had apparently 
fallen through until now. 

The Nichi Nichi Shiabun says that with reference to affairs 
connected with fire insurance, a meeting is to be held in the 
Finance Department on the 2nd instant. Their Excellencies 
Okama, Privy Councillor, Sano, Fiuance Minister, and several 
other officials will attend. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


A native paper says that a telegram has been received 
stating that the Riujo-lwran which left sometime ago for 
Australia, arrived safely at Sydney on the 25th ult. 

Another paper states, that in the Arsenal at Tokio, great 
numbers of Martini rifles are being manufactured. 

The same paper says that the rifles in present use by the 
Army, are to be replaced by Murata rifles, but the latter being 
not yet manufactured in sufficient quantity, the deficiency 
will be made up by those of the Martini-Henry pattern. 

a dockyard at Honda, Osaka. 

A vernacular journal states that some time ago a foreigner 
made a good thing of buying worn out fire-arms from the Naval 
’ Department and reselling them. The authorities, however, now 
refuse to sell those articles under three times the price pre- 
viously paid for them. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A native paper states:—In Yukohuma the silk market has 
suddenly changed from what it was some days ngu. No 
transactions are made; buyers it seems, are keeping back, 
and consequently prices Lave fallen about $20, compared with 
those of a week ago. On the 23rd nit. a telegram was sent 
from Yokohama to Lyons enquiring the market price of the 
Shimonitta silk. The reply, received next day, stuted that the 
first grade was $575. 

Auother paper informs us that Mr. Godai, who has been 
staying in the Capital some time, réturned to Osaka on 
the 26th ult. He will again come to Tokio on or about the 
middle of June next. His sudden departure for Osaka is, it is 
said, owing to the fact that the establishment of a direct trading 
company in that city, under the name of the Boyeki Shokwat 
has hoen decided upon. 

The Hochi Shinbnn says that about 15 ri ina north-easterly 
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direction from Aitoya, in Takusoku Island, Hokkaido, there is 
a group of Islands called Urutsupu-jima. This group abounds 
with otters, so that it is sometimes called Rakko-jima (otter 
Island). In consequence, however, of its having been called 
Urutsupu or (salmon) by the Ainos, a vessel was despatched 
thero by a Japanese company formerly engaged in the fishery 
business in Karafuto, to see if salmon were really abundant 
there. On landing it was found that the island was uninhabit- 
ed, and that in the sonth there was a vast lake teeming with 
salmon, 80 much as to appear like a vast artificial nursery for 
them. This news was 80 very satisfactory that operations on 
amore extensive scale are to be undertaken this year. 

The Bukka Shinpo gives the following commercial summary of 
the Yokohama market:—Silk remains as announced in our ienue 
of the 23rd ult., bayers and sellers awaiting favourable terms ; 
no change has occurred in its price. Owing to the recent rie in 
silver, sellers seem anxious to conclude sales, but purchasers 
are holding back for this very reason, taking into account the 
charges on bills of exchange from Europe, so that the market is 
comparatively inactive. Transactions however are on the increase 
and arrivals are constant. At present stocks on hand amount 
to about 2,350 bales. No change has occurred in tea, and 
there is little doing. Sugar, owing to the rise in silver, ix not 
moving, buyers and rellers holding aloof, bat the unrefined 
sugar has, in consequence of its scarcity, risen ove pec cent. 
in price. Foreign cotton (white) is a little more active. 
Red ix higher by one or two per cent. There is some 
business doing in yarn. No appreciable change has taken 
place in imported iron-wares &c., but they seem to be on the 
declinc. Kerosene oil is about the same price as before, but 
owing to the rise in bullion, is almost unsaleable. 

The Choya Skinbun writes :-—“ It has long been asserted by 
public lecturers that to encourage the agricultural products of 
the country, and to facilitate their transportation, nothing can 
be more efficacious than railways. We now hear that many 
energetic kicazoku, and shizoku have lately resolved, in due 
course of time, to construct railways throughoat the Empire, 
and that as a commencement rails will be laid down between 
the Capital and Takasaki. This is indeed a praiseworthy enter- 
prise. As to the method to be adopted for the work, and the 
number of the shares, further reports will be given whenever 
we hear them. The statement made by a contemporary some 
days ago to the effect that the railway will be constructed by 
the government, is, we believe, quite erroneous. 

A native journal informs us that in the Yokohama Bourse 
paper slightly improved on the 26th ult. On that day the 
market opened at 181; later quotations were 180.65, 181, and 
at the close of the morning market 180.8. No change occurred 
in quotations of paper against other specie. 

The Afainicht Shinbun gives the following details about the 
railway extension :—It is said to be the proposal of the Nippon- 
Tetsudo Kwaisha (Japanese Railway Company), which is about 
to be established by many men of enterprise, with a view to 
undertake the great work of railway extension, that the 
railway shall be laid on from Tokio to Takasaki, and another 
line, commencing from some part between these two places, as 
far as Awamori, Mutsunoku. From Takasaki the line, run- 
niug along the highway of Nakasendo, will be connected with 
that at Tsuruga, Echizen province, and a branch line, originat- 
ing from the Nakasendo line, will run to the province of Ushui 
via Niigata. In Kiushiu a similar line will be built from Ozato, 
Buzen province, to Nagasaki via Kokura, and a branch line to 
Kumamoto, Higo province. As a beginning, works will be 
undertaken for the line between ‘I'okio and Awamori. The 
line will be divided -iuto five parte:—the first, from Tokio to 
Takasaki ; the second from the middle part of the first line, to 
Shirakawa ; the tlird from there to Sendai; the fourth from 
the latter to Morioka; and the fifth from the latter to Awa- 
mori. The expenses required for the five sections are estimated 
to be about 19,000,000 yen. Imported materials are expected to 
be used for the construction as little as possible, and the works 
will be commenced on the first named line first of all, which, 
it is estimated will require an expense of about 2,500,000 yen. 
According to the approximate calculation of Mr. Crawford, a 
foreign employé in the Colonization Commission, the line is 
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expected to be completed to ‘I'akasaki within 18 months from 
its commencement, and to Awamori within three years, but 
these being works of a magnitude never before undertaken in 
our country from the earliest times, it is anticipated they will be 
completed, the former, in two and the latter, in six years. 
As regards finances, the projectors are themselves to disburse 
2,000,000 yen, that is little over ten per cent of the 19,000,000 yen, 
whioh is required for the line to Awamori, and the rest is to be 
raised by issuing shares. Those who subscribe money even for 
one share may be called projectors, but as it is too troublesome a 
process to enumerate them all, only those who subscribe 
more than 5,000 yen are to be publicly declared as projectors. 
According to what we have heard the following arrangement is 
proposed to be made with the Government :—That to both pro- 
jectors, and shareholders interest of 8 per cent per anuum will be 
paid by the Government on the money invested by them from the 
day of inveatment till the railway are opened for traffic. That 
if the nett gain, and dividends during ten years after traffic han 
been commenced, prove jusufficient to give 8 per cent. on the 
money invested, the balance will be made up by the Govern- 
ment, That the grounds necessary for the railways, plat- 
forms, stations, etc. will, if Government property, be lent 
without any rent, and if private property, will be purchased at a 
snitable price by the Government, and be sold to the company. 
That the ground for the lines will be free from tax. That 
some officials will be despatched by the Government to manage 
aud inspect necessary affairs connected with the railways. 

Government permission to this arrangement is not yet ob- 
tained, but as the state of affairs has so fairly progresed that 
2,000,000 yen has already been subscribed, the Government 
will, it ie said, grant the request at once. 

The Nichi Nicki Skinbun coutains a similar paragraph and 
adds that the Government have highly approved of the enter- 
prise; and that the Regulation for Railway Companies will 
shortly be issued. 

A vernacular journal states that from the middle of February 
last up to the 15th alt. tie old copper coins of one rin deno- 
mination were exported from Osaka to China to the evormous 
amount of 87,200 yen. Moreover, on the 22nd inst., 85,000 yen 
of the same coins were also exported by the Choyosha company, 
but owing, it is sappoeed, to the old two ria coins being abundant 
in that city no effect on circalation is apparent. 

The Nichi Niché Shinbun writes :—Messrs, Sudsuki Yasuroku, 
and Watanabe Hisashi, have started a Lloyds Company named 
Nippon Roido-sha, at Takekawa-cho, Tokio. Branches will be 
opened at every open port. This company will deal in all 
affairs connected with shipping. It will compile a work ex- 
plaining the methods of constructing steamers and sailing vessels 
and undertake the inspection of ships for intending purchasers 
(both natives and foreigners). It also will publish a 
monthly periodical urder the name of Kokai Shinpo, containing 
any interesting and important items in maritime matters. ‘The 
first number of the paper has already been issued. 

The same paper writes as follows :—It is said that as 
the telegraph lines are not completely laid throughout the 
Empire, the construction of the telegraphic branch offices will 
be made with less expensive material than hitherto, and that by 
the saving thuseffected the lines will be prolonged. By this plan 
it is expected the lines will be completed to every im- 
portant part of the couutry before the end of the 16th year of 
Meiji (1883). 

The Hochi Shinbun states thut work done in the Foreign 
Umbrella frames factory at Nagaoka-cho, Honjo, Tokio, has 
improved so mucli that even what was at first found very 
difficult to be made, is now easily manufactured. Such 
being the case, it is expected that export of the manu- 
factures will be made to China and Australia on a grand 
scale, apart from the supply for the home market. On 
the 26th ult., His Excellency Okuma, Privy Councillor, Mr. 
Yoshiwara, Vice Minister of the Finance, and several other high 
officials visited the factory. 

The aamo paper states that a National Exhibition of water 
rolucts (fish, seaweeds &c.) will be opened next year. 

The Akebono Shinbun says there is a rumour that the recent 
scarcity of coal is considered attributable to its being exported 
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to China from Nagasaki in considerable quantities, and that 
therefore its export has recently been prohibited by the authori- 
ties, who ndd that even in Japan, coal should be used as little 
as possible, except for the railways and similar necessary pur- 
poses. The paper asks, why is this ? 

The Meijun Shinxhi contains the following Yokohama Market 
report. During the ten days ending on the 20th ultimo the 
Exports and Imports in Yokohama were as follows :— 








Date. Imports. Exports. Difference. 
March 11th...... S 44,000.00...... S$ 45,615.05...... Inc. & 1,616.05 
eo  i2th...... 58,000.00...... 27,830.11...... Dec. 30,169.89 
»  3th...... None. 
» Ildth..... 77,000.00...... 186,930.10......Iuc. 9,930.10 
»  15th...... 11,006.02...... 23,432.32...... » 12,431.70 
»  16th...... 81,906.00 ... 45,288.51......Dec. 34,020.90 
J 450080 87,881.50...... 83,817.90 ...., 4,063.60 
» 18th......  56,393.00...... 38,912.52......Ine. 82519.52 
» 9th...... 71,195.00...... 27,890.58......Dec. 43,904.48 
» 20th...... None. 
Total,..... 587,281.52 ..... 579,718.00... { Ine. 100,497.87 
Excess of Imports........... — . 5,061.50 
During the ten days ending on the 10th inst. :— 
Imports. Exports. Differences. 
240,012.47 ores 628,207.60... f Tee Poe Rs 
Excess of Exports................. 98,765.13 


The unfavourable condition of commerce iu the ten days 
ending on the 20th ult., compared with that in the correxpond- 
ing period ending on the 10th ult., is due to the fact that in 
the first mentioned period silk was not active and consequently 
the exports were less ; but still there wasa aum of 93,708.63 
yen in our favour, subtracting the excess of Imports in the 
last period, from that of Exports in the previous period. 

During the same period the arrivals and sales of silk were as 
follows :— 


ARRIVALS. 

Date Raw Waste Pierced Floss 
. Silk. Silk. Cocoon. Silk. 

March 11th eecce e — eccece — ecccce — ecccce — 

” 12th eeocce 48 eecooe 16 Seccce 12 eoccce — 

»  18th...... ae 89 ...... 21 .... 11 
14th..... 10 ...... 78 .... — cece . — 
1th. .... 56 ...... 23 .. Lecce — 

»  26th...... 101 ...... 61 ...... — . — 

»  A7th...... 65 ...... 67 ...... es — 
13th..... 61 .... 59 ...... y aera — 

» 19th...... 715 ccc . 1355 ...... — — 

* 20th eeecee . 7 0 6 @eesee — ececeee = 
Total........ 522 eeesee e 553 eesoeeo 33 eceoeee e 11 

Do. iu the previous 
ten days ......... «- 498 ...... G67 ...... — .... 31 
BSALESs. 

March 1lth...... 14 ...... — J — ... — 
12th...... 181 ...... nee 533 ... 52 

»  Adsth...... 14 ...... 86 ...... cece — 
141ib..... 117 ... . 182 ... eee ee — 

»  5th...... 57 ...... | eee — .. — 
1th..... 118 ...... 43 ...... — .. — 
17th..... 139 .... — 75 ..... — 
13th..... 101 ...... —— — .... — 
189th.... TO .... 185 ...... — .. — 

V 20th eeeceee — escecsce 3 eeeese — ecccoce — 
Total......... 811 ...... 787 ..... 128 .... 52 

Do for the previous 

ten days ............ 9,875 ...... 1,097 20.020 — cecce - 80 


The general state of the commerce of Yokohama may be 
judged greatly by the sales of silk being great or small. In the 
period mentioned not only was the market inactive, but at the 
saine time the arrivals were mauy, as the table shows, not- 
withstanding the small amount of sales. The preseut condition 
of tho market is due to this excess of supply over demand. 
It is reported from Europe that the market is quiet and busi- 
ness inactive. The American market is however reported to 
be improving. 
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7 “Arrivals and sales of tea froin the 10th to the 20th inst. were 
as follows :— 








ARRIVALS. 
Date. Tea Dust ten Black tea 
March 11th ......... 8.470 Catticen, ..-........ * 
iæin eee 1260 , ae = 
ASU canst 5,670, —— 3,750 
Path veces 4900 x ens gets eee — 
an eee 11890, — i, 
"16th ....sc00e 94500 ,, — — 
—— 12810, 1.760 ...P. an 
18th vee ee 2100, — 
—A i —— — 
aa): See 7280 x ee Seas — 
Total ....... 88,880 1,750 8,750 
Do. in the pre- 
vious ten> 84,280 — $8,750 
days. 
SALES, 
Date. Tea Dust tea Black tea 
March 11th eoecsccees 50 eoccces eoeve evcgeveseocce Sores 
9 12th eoccee eove 3,000 eccecece eocee 8,7 evccccce oece — 
18th ecoccces ° — 25662 cccecee e — = =§- @eeccecce eece — 
PAH . i ſ6000....... 6000....... eee 
” 15th —X 15,800 0000 eevee 2,500 eocees eccccce — 
w 16th evcccccce 24, eccavece ecco 31,500 evccsecceece = 
” 17th ececocece 12,800 eoocce eevee. — eecccoccccee — 
"18th wes 2100... «ose 1,000........060 < 
9 19 @oove cee — = eescecocecece 4,500 Coscceccece e — 
e 20th evccceces 7,280 eonccece 3,000 eocce ececoce — 
Total........ eoee 70,530 65,700 — 
Do. in the pre- 
vious ten>.. — 63,950 — 
days. 


Another vernacular journal writes as follows:—The construc- 
tion of the proposed port at Hiakkwan koku, Akuta-gori, Kama- 
moto prefecture, is expected to confer very great benefits on 
the districts of Akuta, ‘'akuma, and the town of Kumamoto, 
and therefore the men of enterprise in these places have sub- 
scribed a special fund for the work, apart from the local taxes, 
with a part of which the port is to be constructed. Further- 
more they have made their best efforts to stimulate others to 
follow their good example, and therefore about 8,060 yen have 
already been subscribed, in the above named two districts 
alone. 

We take the following from a native source :—In Yoko- 
hama no appreciable change has occurred in paper. On the 
80th ult. the market opened at 181.8, improved to 181.4 and 
then receded to 181.55. Quotations against all other specie are 
the same as before. In silk there has not been any activity for 
some days past, only re-reels and filatures being demanded, and 
that on a small scale. At present, although the market seems 
dull, holders refuse to sell, being hopeful for more favourable 
terms, while buyers do just the same. A telegram received by 
the Boyeki Shokwai from London, dated the .28th ult. at 9.30 
p-m., quotes Shinshiu re-reels, 19/6 ($588) ; Tomioka Hanks, 
17/3 ($519) ; Shinshiu Hanks, 17 ($510); Mayebashi, 16/6 
($498). 

It is stated in the same paper that Mr. Nakamura Toki, a 
ahizoku in Sendai, Miyagi prefecture, who was elected by the 
carton manufacturers in that place as their deputy, retired from 
his position lately, and has come to the capital to raise a loan 
of 100,000 yen, with a view to establish an extensive carton 
factory to carry out the manufacture on a grand scale. 

The same paper announces that it has been decided for 
certain to open the port of Jineen, Korea, and that therefore 
all who desire to engage in commerce will, it is said, be per- 
mitted to reside there. 

The Customs Bureau of the Finance Department furnishes 
following return of Exports and Imports during February 


Exports ..ccccccccccscccsccccccccccsceccscscescocscesses yen 2,452,595.968 
Taber w» —-:2,224.115.406 
Excess of Exports ...........ccccssscsescssescesees J 228,480.562 
Custom duties and miscellaneous collected... ,, 189,497.698 
Exports of specie and bulliun...............sss00 — 996,193.774 
Imports , s,s —— si 52,390.000 

The Hochi Shinbun contains the following report from Naga- 
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saki:—People say that the merchants are wauting in enter- 
prise, but the port being the father of our foreign’ commerce 
the merchants have, throngh long experience, found out 
the disadvantage of remaining passive and many of them 
determined to engage in direct trade, their destinations being 
at first, Corea, and Wladiwostock. Unfortunately, however, 
instead of combining for the support of their mutual interests, 
each one looks out selfishly for his own ends alone, and con- 
sequently the profits xccruing to each individual are but small, 
Coal is the principul item of commerce in this port, shirtings 
coming next and rice third. All other articles oocupy a very 
minor position. 

The Nichi Nichi Skinbun atates that the National Agricultural 
Meetings are to be held in the Agricultural College at Koms- 
ba, Tokio, for one week, begiuning on the 10th instant. 

The Afainichi Shinbun states that the nett gains of the Gene- 
ral Telegraph Office, from the time of its establishment up to 
the present year, are said to be over 600,000 yen. 

The same paper also states that Mr. Sahata Nobuyuki, 
superintendent of the brauch engineering office at Kobe, in- 
tends retiring from office, and purposes, in company with a 
gentleman name Akidsuki and two foreigners, to establish 

The same vernacular journal has it that the woollen cloth 
factory at Senju, Tokio, has been purchased by Messrs. Okura 
& Co. lately, for the price of 220,000 yen, to be paid in 22 
annual installments of 10,000 yen. 

This paper also reporta that the Second Exhibition of 
ancient fine-art Articles will be open for two months from the 
lst of May next, in the Kaisenji temple, at Matenbacho, 
Asakusa, Tokio. 

The Hochi Shinbun says the losses sustained by foreign 
merchants in Yokohama and Kobe during last year amounted 
to four million dollars; that this year has commenced still 
more unfavourably for them, and that, with the exception of 
three or four firms, all have suffered more or less. The banks, 
it says, are pressing for payment of the'loans advanced, and 
these loans are no less than $2,000,000. There is no demand 
for imports, and the merchants are selling their goods at a loss. 
Native merchants are even endeavouring to candel contracis 
for purchases already eutered inte. 

The same paper informs us that four or five gentlemen in 
the capital, intend establishing a company under the name of 
Shogio Kwaisha, The object of the compauy is said to be that 
when anyone wishes to borruw money on the security of manu- 
factures, the compauy will, if satisfied with an inspection of 
their goods, go security for the amount to the money-lenders. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that in a small village named 
Sakada, Sauuki province, reside two men, who were always on 
very intimate terms, but that suddenly a rupture for some 
unknown reason, has occurred. Appeal was made to the police 
magistrate but, pendente lite, their wives made an attempt to 
arbitrate the matter by exchanging husbands. A mediator 
wus appoiuted and a compromise effected, but the wives have 
not returned to their respective spouses and, at the mediator’s 
suggestion, any intention of so doing has been abandoned. Our 
contemporary says that daily in the exchange market, we hear 
of dealing in paper, and among farmers, in cereals, but that 
exchanges in wives is a devidedly novel item. 

The same paper gives the following extract from the Shinano 
Nippo :—Mr. Ogi Hichiro, one of the teachers in the primary 
school at Aizome-mura, Adzuchi-Kori, Nagano prefectare, has 
written a memorial, the main poiuts of which are that he 
earnestly desires that all the Daijix, and Sangi, should-be dis- 
missed, a general reform in the constitution effected, and & 
National Assembly opened so as to entrust some of the political 
power to the people ; and, iu accordance with the government 
Notification No. 53 of last year, he presented it to his local 
authorities to be sent up to the Senate, but they refused to 
receive it, saying that u memorial suggesting the dismissal of 
the Daijin and Sangi could nut be received by them to be f-r- 
warded to the Capitul. Mr. Nogi argued that there was no 
reason why ihe memorial could uot be received, and it was 
finally agreed by the authorities that the Senate should be con- 
sulted on the matter: the reply is expected daily. 
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A Tokio journal announces that a fire broke ont in a vacant 
house in Matsutomi-cho, Kanda, ‘Tokio, at about 6 a.m. on the 
25th ult. T'welve houses and one godown, were consumed, and 
three houses damaged. In the house next to that in which the 
fire originated, a man of 24 years of age, who owing to sickness 
could not escape, perished in the flames. 

The same paper states that during the week ending 26th ult. 
the visitors to the National Exhibition reached the following 
numbers. On the 20th inst. (Sunday) 7,988 ; 21st 1,340; 22nd 
2,509 ; 23rd 4,685; Q4th 4,146; 25th 5,683; 26th (Satarday) 
12,608. 

Another paper contains tho following statistics :—Iu Osaka 
Fu both population and houses have greatly increased lately, 
owing to the Sakai prefecture being now included init. The 
population of the city is 291,086, and of the rural districts 
1,250,370, a total of 1,542,456 ; and the houses, in both the city 
and districts, 367,716. In the whole prefecture of Kanagawa, 
according to the statistics collected on the lat of January last, 
the houses amount to a total of 154,485, and the population 
to 780,306, of whom 407,000 are males and 373,306 females of 
the total 55,692 males, and 45,288 females, are farmers ; 2,312 
males and 1,049 females, artizans ; and 3,423 males, and 1,480 
females merchants. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writen as follows :—His Majesty 
the Shah of Persia has been highly satisfied with Messrs 
Yoshida Masaharu, an attache of the Foreign Department, 
Lieutenant Furukawa, Yokoyama Magoichiro, a member of 
Okura & Co., and some other Japanese who visited that 
country for the purpose of opening commercial intercourse 
between it and Japan. He has therefore, presented Persian 
orders to them, and sent also a very high decoration to His 
Excellency Enomoto, Minister of the Navy. Having heard of 
the establishment of the Ko-a-kwai (Asiatic Society), some of 
the Persians have been greatly pleased, and many of them have 
desired to become members. Mahomed Ali Rahmon, one of 
the Privy Councillors of the country, has presented to the society 
an ancient history of Persia. This history, which is said to 
have been compiled about 200 years ago, is a manuscript in 
Persian, with pictures drawn by Hindu artists. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that a foreign merchant, residing 
in Yokohama, has lately visited the exhibition at Tokiyo 
several days in succession, and appeared to be particularly 
fascinated with a large cloissonné flower pot, valued at 700 
yen, an exhibit in the Fine Art gallery by the Aichi prefecture. 
He used continually to handle this article, and at last by some 
mishap, broke one of the handles. The agent in charge of it 
requested him to pay the full value for it, but the foreigner 
refused to give more than 400 yen. The matter is not yet 
decided. 

The same paper contains the following :—In the Hokkaido 
the old style of breeding horses was simply to tarn them loose in 
the fields and on the mountains but, since the Restoration, re- 
clamation industry has been developed more and more, which 
has consequently tended to check this: moreover, several new 
rules have been put in force. Those therefore who preferred the 
old style of free breeding, have emigrated to Muroran, Horo- 
betsu, Shiro-oi, ‘Toma, Komaki and the neighborhood, one after 
another, where each owns breeding farms ranging from 
50 to 200 horses. In these places snow was never anticipated, 
aud the animals could be left to breed in the open, even in winter 
time, without any trouble. Iu spite of this, however, extra- 
ordinarily heavy snowfalls visited these localities laxt season, 
which was, indeed, an unexpected occurrence. No provisions 
for the live-stock had been prepared, and consequently as 
many as 100 or 200 head have died daily from starvation. The 
owners are said to entertaiu fears of losing their whole stock. 
In Esa and its neighbourhood, all horses, except those em- 
ployed for transport and agricultural purposes, are gene- 
rally fed in the open fields also, and considerable numbers of 
them are also reported to have died from starvation. 

Another paper says:—On the 3lst ultimo, at 1.30 am. a 
fire broke out in an upstairs room of the Kogioku-jikn (a private 
boarding school) at Shinsenzs, Shiba, ‘Tokio, six houses were 
burned, aud one of the scholars perished. Another fire occurred 
in the atore room of a waste-paper dealer at Hatago-cho, Kan- 
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da-ku, at about 3 p.m. the xame day. Owing to the fact that 


there was astrong breeze at the time, it was not got under 
until over 330 houses had been reduced to ashes. There was 
another fire at Ogawa-machi, at 8.40 p.m. the same evening, 
and about 70 houses were consumed. 

We learn from the sxme source that on the 3ist ult. the 
funeral ceremony for the Jate Mr. Sameshim:, formerly mini- 
ster at Paris, took place, and that one of the Imperial 
Chamberlain attended from tho ralsce; bringing a gift of 
money. ; 

According to the same authority 5,696 exhibits were sold in 
the National Exhibition during seven days ending on the 28th 
ult., whose aggregate value was 12,532.877 yen ; of which 
9,782.362 yen worth were purchased by natives, and the balance 
by foreigners. 

The Mainichi Shinbun gives the following continuatior of its 
Korenn correspondent's letter :—There is a rumour that in reply 
to the credentials presented by the Japanese Minister, another 
Korean Envoy will be sent to Japan, but that it is not settled 
yet. However, we think that as the sluggish mechanism of the 
Korean Government has at last commenced to move, we shall see 
the departure of an Envoy in the course of time. The Korean 
government seems likely to be separated into two parties ; one 
of which is the party of Tai-in kan (the uncle of the King), 
and the other that of Binshi (the wife of the King). The 
former is conservative, and the latter liberal, or wo speak more 
properly, progressive. Amongst the latter party the best 
known are Kingiokkin, and Jokohan. Kinkoshiu, who lately 
came to Japan as Envoy, was said to have been cleverly 
balancing himself between these two parties, but late- 
ly it is rumoured that he has quite lost the favour of the 
former (conservative) one. Iu the Japanese Legation at the 
Capital, provisions have become so scarce that the of- 
ficials are said to be suffering great inconvenience. The 
weather is so bitterly cold that last January the thermometer 
stood below zero for two days, a degree of cold never yet ex- 
perieuced by Japanese. The prohibition of the export of rice 
and other cereals has been a subject of negotiations between 
Japanand Korea for several yvars, but it is now said that 
a favourable conclusion has been arrived at, and the exportation 
will shortly be permitted. With reference to the customs, the 
Korean government is still insisting on ten per cent., and our 
authorities on five per cent., and therefore uo agreement has 
been arrived at. 

The same paper contains the following report from 
Gensanshin, Korea :—Korean cash is extraordinarily scarce of 
late, and in consequence the quotation for one yen of Japanese 
paper currency is at present 333} mon, that is 300 of the former 
to 100 of the latter. This quotation is however nominal, and 
those who do exchange at that rate are very few. In spite of 
the port of Gensan being one of the leading commercial markets 
in Korea, almost all dealings are made by barter, no money 
being used in the transactions, and therefore it is surmised 
that none of the Koreans in the native town of Gensan have 
much cash on hand. In addition to this, cereals, being very 
much cheaper there than in Japan, are eagerly suught for by 
Japanese merchants, who purchase them by selling their own 
goods even ata loss with a view to gain a profit on exporting 
these staples and consequently cash has steadily advanced. 
It is said to be quite impossible to exchange paper for cash 
to the amount of 10 Lwammo, even at the quotation of one yen 
to 250 mon. This is a proof how scarce cash is. Such being 
the state of things the inconvenience caused to those who are 
not engaged in mercantile pursuits is indeed greater than 
that felt by the merchants, because the latter can carry on their 
business by barter. From May (when the port was first 
opened to commerce) to December, both inclusive, of last 
year, the total value of the exports and imports was 383,131.462 

en. 

: During the same period, nine merchant ships arrived and 
and the same number left: their tonnage amounted to 2,370 
tons. The Japanese residents in the settlement were 209, of 
which 163 were males aud 46 females ; 73 are officials and.their 
servants, 6f which 53 were males and 20 females. | 

No appreciable change has taken place in commerce; gold- 
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dust and ox-hides are brought in continually. On the 7th of 
November last, goods valued at 137,747.105 yen were imported 
by the Tomai-Maru. They were at once sold off and traders 


were waiting for the next mail, when the above correspondence 
left. 
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The Choya Shinbun announces that the Koreans having 2 8 = — * | E . 
found out the utility of the Japanese water-wheel machines, 31 — — 
have sent a request to the Japanese Government, stating their —— Sede AE NS — 
desire to employ a manufacturer of the wheels to instruct them, 30.5 — — ee 95 
and, it is said, some one will shortly be despatched. F —— — 
|. = —. 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 5 — — — — 
TOKIO AND YOKOHAMA SeEcTION. —8 —— —— — 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 29.5 cont ona anes — — 65 
27th March, 1881. — — — — > 
Passengers, parcels, &c. ........00ceccceeeeee Yen 10,413.88 — — — — 3 
Os —— 60 8 
Merchandise, &c. SOPOT OER ERH OER GEE · · · · ·· · · · ·· 1,067.57 15 —— SY CAS SS OA BN = 
ea 
11,481.45 — —— — — > 8 
Miles open, 18 Pes ' — — 0 55 de 
| ’ . aay 
Corresponding week last year. — — toot 
Passengers, parcels, &o. .... — ......Xen 9,510.57 — — ———— i 
Merchandise, &C. ......ss0cssssseseseseseaseses » 761.95 eee 
Total Se eeeeresccscestccess ” 10,272.52 2. — Wiis ES | eee ee “ee 
Miles open 18. zg 4 Ft J 
= — — — ———— 
Kioto Kose anp Oorsu Section. R ace oe Neo eee MS 5 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 8 NC Ra LN AY — an 
27th March, 1881. & — — — — — 
Passengers, DREDGING is Aditecstaisiccnterstis $ 18,148.18 * Fe — — — 
Merchandise. &c.......... — — » 3,343.86 | —_—_f 44) 
Sly ete Fea ora ae 
— — — 
— —EX $ 21,492.04 =o ee oe a 
‘ —— week last year $ 17,999.31 0 — —— 30 
paroolis o........................ ss 
Merchandise, &c....... ——— ——— » 2,170.09 a 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 0 
RO — ———— $ 20,169.40 | — — 
i 
Miles open, 55, ton of n. |NE/| 8. a N. | W. | NE 
CHESS PROBLEM, 
By Revp. J. Vincent. Weather} Fair | Clear [ae Clear| Fair | Fair | Clear 
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WHITE, 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION OF CHESS PROBLEM OF Marci 26TH, BY 


J. B. or Berpporr, 
White. 


Black. 
1.—B. to K. Kt. 4. 1.—Kt. to K.’s 5. 
2.—B. to K. 6. 2.—Kt, takes R. or B. 
3.—Mates 
1.—Kt. to K. B, 4, 
2.—B. takes Kt. 2.—Anything. 
3.— Mates. 
No correct solutions received. 
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REMARKS. 
Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
— represents velocity of vind. 
percentage of humidity. 
Max. velocity of wind 31.0 miles per hour on Sunday at 4.20 p.m. 
The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
the sea. 
The highest reading of the barometer forthe week was 30293 
inches on Saturday at 10 a.m. and the lowest was 29°821 inches 


on Wednesday at 6 p.m. The highest temperature for the week 
was 61°.9 on Wednesday and the lowest was 30° on . 


Saturday 
The maximum and minimum for the corresponding week of last 
year were 66° and 30°.5 respectively. 


No rain fell during the week. The total amount for the cor- 
responding week of last year was 2-303 inches. 


_—6—aek——— eee 
SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


see ED 


INWARD 8S. 
Mar. 27, German barque Black Diamond, Baade, 601, from Nags 


* 


n 
saki, Coals, to P. Bohm 
mae — American sloup Alert, Huntington 1,020, 4-guns, from 
obe. 


Mar. 28, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, from 
Hongkong, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 


Mar. 28, Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christensen, 1,300, 
from Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
Mar. 28, Japanese steav.er Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, from 
Kobe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
- 28, British steamer Wulacca, H. Weighell, 1,709, from Hong- 
kong via N gasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. Co. 


ar. 29, British steamer Oceanic, Metcalfe, 2,440, from 
Mails and General, to O. & O. Co. 


Mar. 30. British steamer Bellerophon, T. W. Freeman, 1,397, from 
—— March 23rd, General. to Butterfield & Swire. 


» Russian ironclad Minin, Captain Nazinoff, 5,740 tons, 22. 
guns, from a cruise. 


Mar. 31, Japanese steamer Iiroshima Maru, Haswell, 1,870, from 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
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apanese steamer Shario Maru, Kilgour, 800, from Ha- 
rake Mails and General, to M. B. Co. : 
Mar. 31, Japanese steamer Seirio aru, Franck, 626, from Hako- 
date, Mails and General. to M. B. Co. 
April 1, Japanese steamer Tamaura Maru, Carrew, 559. from 
obe, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
April 2, Japaucse barque Kanagawa Maru, Eckstrand, 1.184, from 
agasaki, Coals, to M. B. Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per Japanese steamer Wakanoura Maru from Kobe :—Mr. Kitch 

and 27 Japanese in cabin. 

er British steamer Mfalacca from Hongkong vii N — 
— Hongkong: Mrs. Gray, Messrs. J. W. Fisher, Sua eS F 
B. H. Chamberlain and two Chinese in Cabin. From Nagasaki : 
Mr. A. Glover. 

Per Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru from Hongkong vid Kobe :-— 
From Hongkong: Major and Mrs. Hales, in cabin: and 7 Chinese 
in steerage. From Kobe: Mrs. Nagano, Messrs. Morita, Nakamura, 
Yabu, Kashima, and Tsukishiba. in cabin; 3 Chivese and 168 Ja- 
panese in steerage. 7 

Per British steamer Oceanic from Hongkong :—For Yokohama: 
Messrs. D. B.: Taylor. E. Fischer and D. P. Hubbell in cabin. For 
San Francisco: Dr. F. M. Gunnell, Messrs. R.S. Sloau, W. A. 
Thoms and W. S. Ryan in cabin ; and 931 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Belicruphon from Hongkong :—Mrs. Burridge 
and child in cabin ; one Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer //iroshima Maru from Shanghai and ports :— 
Dr. and Mrs. Barchett and four children, Dr. Jas. Johnstone, Mrs. 
Wallace, Revd. H. Stout, Mr. and Mrs. Kolvig and child, Dr. Fra- 
zar, Messrs. F. E. Lewis, Lunig, J. M. McIntyre, H. Symons, E. C. 
Kirby, W. Joest, A. Champers, and 14 Japanese in cabin ; and 4 
Earopeans, 1 Chinese and 302 Japanese in steerage For San Fran- 
cisco: Captain Simmons, Mr. Chester Holcomb, and Mr. Beyrich in 

in. 





OUTWARDS. 


Mar. 26, British steamer F'leurs Castle, Kidder, 1,622, for New 
Rock te Kobe and China, General, despatched by Adamson, 
Mar. 26, Japanese steamer TJ'suruga Maru, Cheetham, 661, for 
Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Mar. 28, Japanese steamer J/eiji Maru, Peters, 1,010, on a cruise, 
despatched by Lighthouse Department. 
Mar. 28, British schooner Afary, Cubbins, 146, for Kobe, Ballast 
despatched by Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
ec 29, —— Ironclad Afinim, Nazimoff, 5,300, 16-guns, for 
agasakt 
Mar. 29, British steamer Glenartncy, Jacobs, 1,399, for Nagasaki, 
General, despatched by Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Mar. 29, — steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Mar, 29, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Maru. Davison, 690, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
- 30, Japanese steamer Suminoye Maru, Frahm, 852, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. " 
Mar. 30, Japanese steamer Genkai Afaru, Conner, 1,917. for Shang- 
hai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Mar. 30, Japanese steamer Sumida Maru, Hubenet, 896, for Kobe, 
and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
Mar. 30, British steamer Galley of Lorne, Branthwaite, 1.349, for 
Kobe, General, despatched hy Smith, Baker & Co. 
Mar. 30, German barque Maric, Hundewadt, 428, for Newchwang, 
Ballast, despatched by Chong Wo Tye. 
Mar. 31, German schooner Lottie, Hiltz, 206, for Kurile Ielands, 
despatched by H. W. Hohnholz & Co. 
Mar. 31, Danish schooner Helena, Ewart, 60, for Kurile Islauds, 
despatched by Captain. 
April 1, espace steamer Wakanoura Maru, Christensen, 1,300, 
for Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. 18. Co. 
April 2, British steamer Afalacca, Weighell, 1,709, for 
Mails aud General, despatched by P. & O. Co. 

April 2, British steamer Uceanic, Metcalfe, 2,440, for San Francisco, 
ails and General, despatched by O. & U. Co. ; 
April 2, French steamer I olga, Guirand, 1,502, for Hongkong, Mails 

and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 
April 2, Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru, Dithlefsen, 1,133, for 
(lougkong vid Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 
0. : 


Hongkong, 


PASSENGERS. 

Per British steamer Fleurs Castle for New York vid Kobe and 

nina :—Messrs. William H. P. Crocker, Thos. W. Gulick, and J. 
W. C. H. Pemberton. 

Per Japanese steamer Genki Maru for Shanghai and ports :—Mr. 
and Mrs. Remington, Mrs. Howe, two children and servant, Miss 
Sandford. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Heimann, Dr. 

Certs, Messrs. Conner, C. J. Strome, M. Angus aud 28 Japanese in 
cabin ; S Chinese in steerage 

Per British steamer Malacca, for Hongkong :—Messrs. P. Falque, 
aod W. A. Covington, R.N. in cabin; and 2 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British rteamer Oceanic, fur Sau Francisco :—Mexsrs. W. S. 

yan, W. A. Thom, U.S.N., Mrs. V. C. Hart and 3 children, Mr. 
and Ars. Erdmann, Captain Chs. E, Simmons, Le Rey, di. Garrett, 

S.N., C. H. Harlow. US.N., GW. Brown, U.S-N.. F. Culbert- 
Hol Horace P. Fletcher and wifc, Mr. aud Mrs. Sato, Chester, 
chia M. C. Willard, Mrs, Willard, Mrs. J. B. Gibbs and 2 

dren, Miss Gibbe, S. Miyatsuka, Clavt. P. Hubbell, Mester R. 


Google 





N. Worster, W. Culbertson, George Lewis, W. H. Moore, Dr. 
Barcnet, wife and 4 children, John M. MclIatyre in cabin; 12 Eu- 
ropean and 925 Chinese in steerage. For New York: Mr. R. W. 
Beyrich. For London: Revd. R. S. Maclay. For Liverpoul : 
Messrs. G. Peters, A. Racliffe, Edward Kinch, W. R. Brett, A. G. 
Beale, ‘I’. H. Harbottle, Dr. James Johnston, in cabin. 

Per French steamer Volya for Hongkong :—Mr. and Mre. Favre 
Brandt, three children and servant, Mr.aud Mrs. Hepburn, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kolvig and children, Messrs. J. A. Wong, anoor, Ch. 
Boudon, K. Foukoda, C Nakayama, Achee, O. and Yoshi in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Kokonoyr Marx for Hongkong via Kobe : 
—Mr.and Mrs. D’Iffanger, Miss Bondau, Messrs. Burchard, Uchida, 
aod Iwasaki Yanoski, in cabin. 





CARGOES. 

Per British steamer Malacca from Hongkong :— 
Sundries... wc waa wee oo. 1,717 pkgs. 
SURES: hee: ae) bee eee lace sie cca “SIS 

Total ... 2,665 pkgs. 

From Nagasaki :— 

General... ... — 182 pkgs. 


Per Japanese steamer //iruehima Maru from Shangbai & ports:— 
Treasure 1.00 00.0... .. wee we tee oe $60,000.00 
Per British steamer Ureanic for San Francisco :— 


TEA: 

From San Fran. N.York. Other Cities. Tite 
Shanybai. .....0 0... cee — 7 — 247 
Nasagaki ......... .... ....... — — — — 
HFiösßßß — — 713 713 
Yokohama... 1.086 507 28 1,621 
Hongkong............ — — — — 

Total............... 1.086 754 801 2,641 
SILK 

From Sen Fran N. York. Other Cities. Tuts 
Shanghai ..................... 8 266 — 274 
Hongkong ..................04. 1 347 — 348 
Yokobama... .......... .... — 141 — 141 

Total............... 9 753 — 763 
Per French steamer Jolga for Hongkong :— 
Silk for France... o.oo. wee eee 689 bales. 
» » London... ... . 8 


Total... ...  ... ... 742 bales 
REPORTS. 

The German barque Black Diamond reports :—Experienced very 
heavy gales from different quarters with high cross sea during the 
whole of the passage. 

The Japanese steamer Aolwncye Maru reports :—Left Hongk 
on the 19th instantat 1] am. Freeh N.E wind, heavy sca 
cloudy weather: airived at Kobe at 4 — 25th instant, left next 
day at 6 p.m., moderate northerly winds and fine weather throagh- 
out. Arrived Yokohama 28th instant, at 6.45 a.m. 

The British steamer Oceanic reports :—Left H ng March 
23rd, at2 p.m. Up Formosa channel:moderate N.E. winds and fine 
weather, theuce to port light variable winds and very amooth. Ar- 
rived 29th instant at 4.30 p.m. 

The British steamer Belleruphon reports :—Moderate NE. winds 
and fine clear weather into port. 


— — 








—— 





NATIVE CURRERCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 2nd April, 1881.) 


























' * 
| Discount en { a. iS 
Yeu Netz. Se sft 
F Et =x 
care eee ee ee Bo 38 
AML Se ee ee ae 
2 b' 2 ys = a @ 
s'23;%3s = 8 = 
| “A 1'Vo 9g LS * 
18S1 i | = : 
Saturday ...... Mar. 26 60 | 80.5 80.,5' —. — — — 
Mondny ......... » 2 80%: 1 MRSS «1 
Tuesday ...... » 4% 8S WS SO, -—- — — — 
Wednesday eee opp 30 S0;s 80 —E 80* — — — — 
Thursday ... .. » 31 80,4, 80% 8,5 — — — — 
Friday ese 2 cee a pril 1 80,55 S04 * — — — — 
Saturday ...... » 2 &1,,5 805 085 — — — — 
YOXOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 
DOWN ‘TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. 
AM. A. a. A.M. AML NOON. Pow. Pow. Pim. FM. p.m. PM. Po. Pow. 
7.0) 8.159 9.30 1045 120 2.0 3.15 230545 7.0 8.15 9.30 1040 
t UP UTRAINS LEAVE YOROHAMA, 
AM. (210 AML: At. NOON. PML ram. Poa Pa PM. Pog. roa. Poa. 


7.0 8.15 9.30 10.49 12.0 2.0 3.15 4.30 5.45 7.0 8.15 9.30 10. 40 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 





















































Name. CArTAIN, Fiaa ann Ria. | Tons. From. ARRIVED, CONSIGN REX, 
STEAMERS. | 
Bellerophon T. W. Freeman | British steamer | 1,397 | Hongkong Mar. 30 | Butterfield & Swire. 
Hiroshima Maru Haswell Japanese steamer | 1,870 Shatghai & ports Mar. 31 | M. B.Co. 
Menzaleh ' Homery French steamer | 1,273 | Hongkong Mar. 22 | M. M. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Alexander Carson Americanschooner: 52 | N. Nov. 3] J.E. Collyer 
Anna Sieben Paulsen German barque 04 Fe ono Mar. 11 | Order 
Black Diamond Baade German barque 601 | Nagasaki Mar. 28 P. Bohm 
Cilarnum Beadle British ship 1,850 | I lonekong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co, 
Louisa H. Schmidt | Ger. 3-mast schr. 245 | Takao Mar. 20 | Chinese 
Mary C. Bohm : Petersen German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands 1 Oct. 24 | P. Bohm 
North Star | Johnson Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnhols & Co. 
e : Hardy Americansachooner| 72 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Snow 
Oteego Isaacsen Russian schooner 46 | Kurile Islands Nov. 3 . Cook 
Pioneer Maies Russian schooner 72 | Hakenlate Jan. 17 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 
Stella Werner Americanschooner| 30 | Kurile Islands Oct. 11 | Captain 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
Naux. Guess.) Tons, II. P. Description. | Wiene eros. Commanper. 
FRENCH—Champlain ... ... ee rer ee | 2,000 | — Corvette Kobe 
GERMAN—Vineta ... 0... oe ... mr 19 2,000 — Corvette Kobe vabret 
ENGLISH—Albatross www ste wee weet 840 Sloop Kobe Errington 
AMERICAN—Alert 2.00.0 cc cee ee ane 4 1,020 700 | Sloop Kobe — 
RUSSIAN—Minin .. . cee cue oe vce], 22 5,740 900 Ironclad Cruise Nazimo 


ö— rr — — ——e r — — ——— — ——— gig nt 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
i a A aan 


DESTINATION, XAMXK. 








AGENTS, To ne Desratcien. 
— — — — En SS — — — — ——— — — — — ee, — —— 
San Francisco ...  ... oe coe see See’ cate Cilarnum Edward Fischer & neettled 
Gan Francisco... 0... cee ee tee nee City of Tokio P.M. Co * —5* 20th, at daylight 
London via Kobe Nagasaki and Hongkoug... Bellerophon , Biel & Swire Quick y 
Sbanghai and way-ports... 0.0 6. see ane Hiroshima Maru . Co. April on at 6 P.M. 


— — — —— — — — 
— 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
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IMPORTS.—The dullness scems to get more intensified. Buyers being again disheartencd by the renewed 
fall in kiusatsu. Yarns 16/24’s « fair amount of business has Leen done at low rates. 28/32’s stock heavy and prices 
falling. Shirtings quite neglected. Larcns, some transactions aud more enquiry at quotations, Voollens very dull and 
almost nominal. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Countinned. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ..._ per picul $29.50 to 31.00 Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds. 22 in. per piece $6.75 to &.50 

ss » Good to Best... .. ... * $31.50 to 32.75 | VictoriaLawns ... ...12°,, 42/3,, ., $0.70 to 0.75 
Bombay, No. 20 = do. = $29.00 to 31.00 | Taffachelass :— oo eel? 2, 43 = ., — $1.70 to 1.90 


Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium 7 i $32.75 to 33.50 WOOLLENS :— 
» Good to Best... ... ... = g, $34.00 to 34.50 | 

38 to 42 .. 0. cee cee ceca * $37.00 to 39.00 Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. 32 in.... 450 to 550 
——— SCE Goops: Figured Orleans... ... .. 29-30 $9. ML Keene 3.50 to 4.25 
COTTON PIEC Si— astings ... ... ... ... ... 29-30 ,, 31, ...10.00 to 11.00 
Italian Cloth ... ... 30, 32,, ... 0.18 


Shirti :—7 Ib. per piece 28} yds. 39 in. $1 hse i Sa 
— 1 a * Camlet Cords... .. .. 29. 30 22... ... 4.50 


25 to 
” ” 8} Ib ” 383, 39 in. $1.80 to 2. 
9 lb nt 38) ,, 45in. $2.10 to 


ee 89 1S oe 
Bree 


to 

Ss to 
ve , $ : M i ines :—C 2 . 30 in. , 7 
T. Cloths :—7 1b. ... ...24 yds. 32 in. per piece $1.40 tu — © Laincs Ttajibee — — “es hs = Bee 

: i ĩ 2 25 ” 99 ee 

id ash 5 rots * sei tan ds. Yusen 2 ” 30 035 to 0.40 
ee — 2ĩ 7 a a $1.40 * 2.60 | Cloths, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateens Black 32in. __,, $0.04 to 0.124 Pilots... see tee cee ee St, 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.45 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.24yds.30in. ,. $1.40 to 1.60 Presidents... ... ... ... 54,, to56,.... 0.45 to 0.55 
Do. 2}to231b.24°,, 30in. ,, $1.55 to 1.70 Union... ww. we BH yy 0056 ,.... 0.30 to 055 
Do. Sib... ...24°,, 30 in. $1.70 to 1.80 | Blankets, green, 6to S lbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.37 to 0.40 


SAIGON RICE.—Stock, none. 
KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 362, 000 cases. Sales 3,000 cases. 
SUGAR.—Stock 77,000 bags. Sales 1,000 bugs. 


Sagar :—Takaoin bag New... .... perpicul $4.20 JapanRice .. ... ... .. .. .. perpicul $2.67 to 2.87 
: » oe, Olds. een $8.90 Japan Wheat wg, $208 

Taiwanfoo in Bae bee baad * $3.90 Saigon Rice [cargo] ... 0. 0... — $1.78 to 1.80 

Ching-pak and Ke-pak _..... * $7.75 to $8.50 | Kerosene OGiĩ... 0. 0. wt. case $1.90 to 1.91 


China No. 4-5, Kongfan & Kook-fah - $6.50 to $8.75 





EXPORTS. 


SILK.—There is little change to report in our silk market for the past week. The market has been rather 
weak, and for some classes of silk holders have heen willing to accept a small reduction ; the demand, however, has been 
limited and only a moderate business has been done. Stocks are estimated at about 1,300 shipping bales and total 
shipments to date amount to 18,690 bales. 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 ... ...........c000.. $590 = 19,0 Nominal. 
— —— $560 = 18/1 
4 » 3& infrs. ............ $520 to $530 = 16/10 to 17/2 
Filatures.—No. 1 .......0....00e $670 to $680 = 2,7 to 21/11 
* ei. —— $635 to $645 = 20/6 to 20/10 
” 10D ecccceccccccece 620 = 20 
Kakedas—Best .................00... $660 to $670 = 21,3 to 21/7 
Medium & Good ...... $610 to $630 = 19/8 to 204 


Re-Reels Medium to Best.........$615 to $635 — 19/10 to 206 





TEA.—Oar market may now be considered as closed for the season, settlements for the week being some 200 
piculs only ; in the absence of any demand, and in view of the small stock of desirable tea on offer, all quotations are 
Nominal. 





ie ar Liv eis — ces ae : see —* ene — 
mmon — ine —* dies : nes ane és — iva aaa 
Mediom... . 0. Nominal Choice . . I ¢ Nominal. 
Good Medium ... Bad * sav Choicest_..... — see aes asa 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION, 





Stexvinoc—Bank 4 months’ sight .................000008 3/94 @ 3'93 | On SHanouai—Bank sight..............ccccccccccssescoesee 723 
ss Bank Bills on demand.................0.eceee ot G 3/83 . Private 10 days’ sight.................. 73 
* Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3/ Ox New York—Bank Bills on demand............... 90} 
— F 6 Ere ere rrr “ Private 30 days’ sight............... 914 
Os Paris—Bank sight 0... ... PP... ....... ....... 469 Os San Francisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 903 
— Private 4 months’ sight ..................... 4.84 * Private 30 days’ sight ......... 913 
Ox Honaxonu—Bank sight ... P.......... . ... § % Ciset. KINSAT? .AB.. C..AILLIL. dis. 
i Private lO days’ sight ............... 1 % disct. GOLD. WEN: savsse seisuncve sncstaei vevetvasvecesss vecdisecccesacs $60 WOlmc 
® 


SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—Harbour still very bare of shipping. Vessels on the berth :—The Cilurawn, for San Fraucisco ; 
S. 8. Bellerophon, for Londou. 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
(TRANSLATION 





NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 


T IS HERFBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
I Engineer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to n Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yokitei Kioku. 

(Signed) SANJO SANEYOSHI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 





Nee IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 

with Notification of Daijékwan No. 13, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 
on the third Tuesday in every 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 

H. MAYESHIMA, 
Chief Superintendent. 
Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
SHIMONOSBKL STRAITS BUOYS. 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 
BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY 


which wero advertized as havin 
‘ : ; ¥ broken adrift fr ° 
mooriugs, have been replaced : Sry trom their 
: BY 
Lighthouse Establishment, ORDER. 
Benten, 


Yokohama, 17th Janvary, 1881, 


Google 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS, 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881) 


KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. 


ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 
notice that, on the night of the Ist day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Suuset to Sunrise, a Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the province of 
Hizen. 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No. 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart: No, 2416, tlie Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 82 degrees 42 minutes 42. seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 mitutes 87 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern. 

The Light will have an arc of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 30’ W. and S. 55° 30’ E. 
Bearings true. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its rauge of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 








YAMAO YOZO, 
Miuister of Public Works 
Tokei, February 3rd, 1881. 








NOTICE TO ) MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BLACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE 
BAY OF YEDO. 


like GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice 

that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneds 
shoal, Bay ot Yedo, before the erection of the Pile-Ligh!- 
house iu the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shosl, and 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on tho First day of the Seventh month of the 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience 


having proved that navigation is now safe without the 
Buoy. 








YAMAO Yozo, ' 
: Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, F ebruary 22nd, 1881, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHINESE — aie 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 


EIGHT PER CENT. LOAN OF 
1is7s. 


FOURTH DRAWING. 














— 


WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Persons suffering frou werk or debilitated constitutions will die- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicive the:e ie ‘ Heslth 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and ite purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 


: Sin SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled “The Nile Tributaries in Ab) seinia,” says, “I 
“ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I wees 
“Doctor, and that I had tho best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time / isd many applicants, 
“to whom I served out u quantity of Hollowsy’s Pills. These are 
“ most useful to an explorer, ns possessing unmistrkrble purgetive 
“ properties they create an unneniablo effect upen the patient, which 
“ satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Isa certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 


Mr. J.T. COOPER, 


in his acoount of hie extraordinary travele in China. published in 
1871, ssye—“ I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Oimtment. I 
* guve some to the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
“in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth 8 
“fowl and any quantity of pear, and the demand became so great 
“that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 

Muy 17th, 1873. tfs 











ONDS Drawn iv Hongkong iv February last, and the 

- Fourth Coupon for Tis. 19.40 of above Loan, will be 

pay@lde on and after this date, at the Offices of the Hona- 

KONG: AND SHANGHAI BankinG CorroratTion, where List 
of De wu Bods may be obtained. 


For the Howckone anp SHANGHAI 
Bankine Corrorarion, - 


Ageate issuing the Loan, 
JOHN ‘WALTER, 
Manager. 
“Yekoheme, Marob 2let, 1681. 


— —— — — — — 


H. MacARTHUR, 
SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NMO. 70, Yokohama, 
(Qpposite ‘the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, ‘1880. 








l 





*¢ Hiauest Awarp & Prizzk MEDAL PHILADELPHIA 
EXuHtsirion, 1876.” 


STHMA 
IEFICULT 


‘ 





Peerage expressty vor tHe Patexy Kwirs- 
uima Macuines, Ixpia Russee axp Burr 
tTuxe ‘Kxuire Boarps. Kuives CONSTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS 5D. EACH; AND TINS, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 

2, 

4 

—X 
RDS. 


— 
“7 








PRavent FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJUKY TO 


Tun xtra. Oaxey's Werrinorox Kwire Poise 
SMOULD BE USED with HIS Boarps. 
Ny 22 





And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 







’SILVERSMITHS SOAP; 


For Creamina anv’ PoctsHiInG Sttvaer, Evectro- 
PLats, Pratre Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. EACH. 





AVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 


Cigars, Cigarettes or Tobacco, also Pastilles ani Powder for Inhalation. 


December 1880. 





S 





SUN FIRE OFFICE. 


HE UNDERSIGNED ure prepared to accept RISKS 
AGAINST FIRE for periods 





JOHK OAKEYS SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF \ 





=. <> » wt ‘ 
11 & eS SPS * J Not excoeding ‘Ten days nt. ............ 1/8th, 
8/8 /=/ 5/8 — i * ai Four days nt......es. cesses venees 1/16th, 
>, ww i : x SF / %/\ of the annual rate. 
) ELLINGTON EMERY & BIACK LEAD MILLS | WLS Se Se 
WESTMINSTER-BRIDGE ROAD, LERDON, ENCL AND Agents. 





July, 1879. Yokohama, June 24, 1879 


Cr) ah ; f, 
Wi ruilic | 


Digitized by © | pecs — — 
Hees oogle UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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—_ MISCELLANEOUS. ! MISCELLANEOUS. 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S . .& — 
CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. | Pee & E. AT KINSON? 8 Sy 
Nine Prise Medals, Paris, Vienna ond Philedeiphia. Soc 
— | : PERFUMERY, 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, — — hn pariy und gent exolianes pelle Sender rege 
ORANGE MARMALADE, ) _—sxRXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, ] LONDON, 003. PARES ee GADELPHA 
PURE SALAD OIL, | GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. § 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, f — — ⸗ 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, J ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR & 
FRESH SALMON AND HEERRINGS, 3 THE HANDKERCHIEF. 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, — 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, ey Cinb, Ess 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, i Maguslin, Jeomin, Wood Vist Gold Modal Boogoet, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, | — 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, J. _ ATKINSON'S FLO FLORIDA | WATER, , 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, , — — 
PRESERVED CHEESE, | ATKINSON'S g QUININE H. HAIR . LOTION, 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, ) —— SS ee ue a healthy 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, ATKINSON'S 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK P 
: Es, ( ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 


TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 
LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


Fresh supplies of the above, end numerous other table 

delicacies, may be had from mest StoreRecpers. 
CAUTION. 

To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should invariably be destroyed when empty. 

Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 

detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 

brands. 
— bear the names of Crosse § Blackwell 


he Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 
Jars and Tins. ; 








CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, N O T i C E 


oo ot COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {N° 2 
Gold O* and after this date, the following prices will be 


OSEPH GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
charged :— 
ae GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. BOARD ........ seule oeesaaxacans ..-per month $25.00 
Josern GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
With European fire-places, sud every comfort guaranteed 


DY ca GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878. 
; Wu. CURTIS. 
April, 1880. Yokohama, November 9th, 1880. 








THE BEST REMEDY FOR INDIGESTION. 


MARK. 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the ‘‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
** Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
under any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles at 1s. 1}d., 28. Od., and 118. cack, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World. 


CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 
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HATS AND HELMETS 
ADOLPHUS SINGTON & G0.,| rae ony EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 





5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, AGAINST SUN STROKE. 
ee a To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND — ds 


EXPORTERS J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MACHINERY. RSP EN AIS 


May 4, 1878. Beware of Useless Imitations. 


; THE SAFEST MILD 

E R APERIENT FOR DELICATE 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 

THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY CHILDREN AND INFANTS, 


AND FOR REGULAR USE 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN 
HEADAOHE, GOUT AND INDIGESTION. IN WARM CLIMATES. 


FLUID 
MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storckeepers throughout 
London, the World. 
W-B. ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
rs essen 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BUGS, FLEAS, MOTHS, BEBTLES 


and all other insects are destroyed by 


KEATING’S INSECT POWDER, 


which is quite harmless to Domestic Animals. 


In exterminating Beetles the success of this Powder is 
extraordiuary, and no one need be troubled by those pests. 
It is perfectly clean in application. 

Ask for and be sure to obtain “KEATING’S 
POWDER,” as Imitations are Noxious, and fail in 
giving satisfaction. | 

Sotp By ALL Caemists 1n Borttes, 1/- & 2/6 each. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in 

appearance aud taste, furnishing a most agreeable method 

of administering the only certain remedy for INTESTINAL 

or THREAD WORMS. It is a perfectly safe and mild 

preparation, and is especially adapted for Children. 
TESTIMONIAL. 


Medical Hall, Gildersome, Nov. 28th, 1876. 
Mae. Keattxa, 

Dear Sir,—I think it nothing but my duty to inform you of the 
immeuse sale I have for your Worm Tablets, which I may justly 
say is enormous, and in every case gives the greatest satisfaction. 
I have now in stock two bottles containing the Round Worms 


brought me during the last few days by customers, one Worm 40 
yards long. I dare not be without the remedy.—Yours respect- 


fally, 
M. A. WALKER. 


SoLp in Borruxs, BY ALL CHEMISTs AND DRUGGISTS. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 

REWARD AND CAUTION.—Whereas fraudulent 
imitations of this unsurpassed remedy have been sold, I 
hereby request anyone knowlug of the vendor of the sane 
to communicate with nie, 6n conviction of the offender a 


liberal reward will be paid. 
April, 1880. 


E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPOR'T BNGLAND. 


r IRON, 














SHEET 


BRANDED 
‘“ BALDWIN—WILDEN,” AND ‘‘SEVERN.” 


TIN PLATES, 


, 6 a9 
BRANDED FP & NB” “witpEN,” “UNICORN,” 
“ARLEY @,” “STOUR.” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
and Close Annealed. 








Export Agents— 


Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C: 
April, 1880. 
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PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 
(Sundays oxcepted). 





§ UBSCRIPTION 

.. In ndvance. 

Tarma for Advertising can be obtained at 
“JAPAN MAIL.” OFFICE. 


Yokotmmae, Fobraary 12, 1874, 


$24 per Annum, payable half-yoarly 
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HAXGEAI BANKING CORPORA 
TION. 


Poxcxone AND SH 


.«+ $5,000,000. 


Parp-up CAPITAL woe 
. «» $1,800,000. 


RESERVE Funp... 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 





COURT OF DIRECTORS. ° 
Chairman—A rex. McIver, Esq. 
Deputy Chairman—H. L. DALRYMPLE Esq., 





Adolf André, Esq., E. R. Belilios, Esq., H. de C. Forbes, Esq:, 
H. Hoppius, Esq., Hon. W. Keswick. F. D. Sassoon, Eaq., 
W.5S. Young, Eeq., 


Chief Manager—Tuos Jackson, Esq. 





‘- LONDON COMMITTEE. 
- H. Phillpots F 

E. F. ave, Me. 

Albert Deacon, et 
Manager—Davip McLean, Esq- 


Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 





SHANGHAI. ; 
Manager—Ewen Cameron, Esq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, San Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 
YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 
Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances. 
On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 o/o 
i ee oe 

Loca Bitts Discounrep. 

Credits granted on approved Securities, and every description 
ot Banking and Exchange business transacted. 

Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan, and Circular Notes 


issued for the use of Travellers. 
JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
Yokohama, 26th February, 1881. 
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A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


WEEKLY Eprtion. The ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
annum, $24: Six months, $13: Three months, $7. 

FortNicHTLy Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pub- 

ished for transmission by the American Mail —— via 
ind arr Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. * 


Tae Japan Datux Matt is published every morning (Sundays ex- 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of 
Shipping, Passenger liste, Cargoes, Vessels on the ‘Berth and 
in Harbour &c.. &c. Also the latest Telegrame. Japanese 
news, Reporte of Trials in the Courte of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies, and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Joutnal as a medium for 
circulating local advertisements. It ,has-a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of all classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional ndvertising advantages, and secures to all 
announcements the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH—ONE DOLLAR. 
AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 


EOMDOM vo icns vevesestvosvers G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 
— Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 
EW TORE ccvccsscssieiscs A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 
SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
HONGEONG. ....000s000cce0s Kelly & Co. 
SHANGHAI.................. China and Japan Trading Co. 
H10Go & OSAKA......... F. Walsh & Co. 
PU AMADA TE so cisccriscincnces China & Japan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Adverticements 
for these papers. 
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Schiller, in a letter on æstlietie cultnre, says that the 
sense of beauty never promoted tle performance of a single 
duty. ‘his statement has been justly designated a “ gross 
and inconceivable falsity.” Lverything grand or fair in this 
beautifal world of ours—from “ucean’s Alpine azure” 
to the mountain solitules of Hor and Nebo where Moses 
and Aaron diel—everything las some power to dispel 
the weariness that often overtakes our strongest re 
solves, or to exorcise the phantom of selfishness that narrows 
the horizon of effort and ambition. When Bacon grumbled 
because the luxury of glass windows was beginning to become 
too common, and thrifty Elizabeth looked with fearful eye 
at the increase of comfort and refinement among her subjects, 
the minister and the monarch alike forgot that the growth of 
men’s faculties caunot be promoted in one direction and curb- 
ed in another. ven as the intellect becomes more domi- 
nant and the guol at which we aim, higher, so is the appre- 
ciation of nature's fairer aspects developed with greater 
strength, and the necessity uf communion with life’s gentler 
influences experienced more iimperatively. Which of us, 
“foreigners,” in this hard struggle for life—a struggle that 
taxes mind and body alike to the utmost limit of endurance— 
has not often felt an almost irresistable craving for the cly- 
sium of “ auld lang syne,” aud known of a surety that our 
estimate of markets and forecast of exchanges would be aided 
beyond measure by, say, an afternoon in the Crystal Palace, 
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it was a few yearsago. It was once our good fortane to see 
the part of John Probity played by Robeon ; it has now been 
our better fortune to see Mr. Mitchell in the same character. 
We speak advisedly. The great professional has had few 
rivalg, aud his power of moving an audience to mirth or grief 
will long be remembered by Englishmen, but there were 
points in our amateur's conception and rendering of John 
Probity that left a deeper impression upon our minds than 
even Robson's acting. That part of the piece which demands 
the most exceptional ability is the discovery of the “ mort of 
money's” disappearance. ‘The words which the writer of the 
play puts into the Chandler’s mouth when the latter finds 
the desk empty, are consummately skillful. There is no 
sudden outery, no violent gesticulation or alarm ; but simply a 
bewildered incredulity ; an inability to realize the catastrophe ; 
a persistent self-assurance that it must come right, shaken, 
however, by terrible misgivings, until the last possibility of 
doubt is removed, and the father’s stout-hearted manhood is 
broken «down, aunihilated, by the awful conviction of his son’s 
felony. It is not the final burst of passionate erief that taxes 
the actor's skill. Extremes of feeling are comparatively easy to 
depict. It is the combination of emotions, the rapid change 
from phase to phase, before the catastrophe, that can only be 
traly rendered by a great master, and we do not hesitate to 
confess that if John Jrobity had been an old friend and his 
misfortures a “ portion and parcel ” of our present experience, 
we could scarcely have sympathised with him more heartily 
than we did last Monday evening. 

As for H. MU. S. Pinajore it would be simply idle to 
attempt any description of the exquisite delight the perfor- 
mance gave us, When the piece was put upon the London 
stage, there may hare Leen among the company one or two 
stars of yreater magnitude than we possess, but that the 
music was better, or the characters from first to last equally 
well sustained, is incredible. We cannot analyse, neither 
have we any desire to separate, the sum of emotions that are 
present with us still in their entirety. Sometimes, indecd, a 
distant chorus of sisters and cousins and aunts scems to come 
between us and the graver duties of life, teaching us, as 
Ruskin says, that “the crust about the imupressible part of 
our minds hus not been merely pricked at aud scratched at, 
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also we think with perhaps too much pride of Vokoliama's 
capabilities, but on the whole our state of mind is a direct 
contradiction of Schiller’s “ gross and inconceivable falsity.” 
The treats provided for us by the Dramatic and Choral 
Societies have gone far to reconcile us to our life of exile, 
and endowed us with new vigour to pursue a routine relieved 
by such delightfal interludes. 


Duos qui sequitur lepores, neutrum capit. If that victim 
of a kerosine craze, Mr. Sada Kaiseki—whose history we 
presented somic time ago to our rceaders—had confined him- 
self to the balance of trade question, he might have continued 
to strike an impressive attitude for a scason in the eyes of 
one section of our community. Bat unfortunately for himself 
he got among the clouds, or at least among the planets, and 
so the Gazette has found him out. Nevertheless, though 
not such a dazzling metcor of menace as he once appeared, a 
certain haze scems to hide his exact proportions still. Wheu 
he first entered the field of journalistic vision, the effect was 
tremendous. The priest and his little following of huugry 
satellites, were registered as a monster mecting of the prin- 
cipal merchants of Yokohama and Tokiyo, convened for the 
purpose of devising a scheme to ostracise imports and 
strongly swayed by official pressure. Subsequently, however, 
when corrections for personal equation and anti-paper parallax 
were applied to the observation, the assembly of inftuential 
traders dwindled into a “Society called the Kankosha, 
the members of which had bound themselves by oath 
to abstain from asing imported goods of any description,” 
and among these members were General Kuroda, Mr. 
Sakarai and other high officials.” Now the meteor has 
entered upon a new phase. The “gentleman” is pro- 
nounced to be “Mr. Sato Kaseki, an exponent of the 
principles of the Buddhist faith, who is holding forth in 
Osaka to largo audiences describing, in yraphic terms, the 
evils inflicted upon this unhappy nation by the ase of im- 
ported commodities,” 


The path of discovery has never been favornble to rapid 
progress, and we have therefore no reason to be captious 
because our contemporary is arriving by slow stages ata 
clear conception of this strange phenomenon. The meeting 
of influential merchants was an observation recorded under 
the influence of a temporary perturbation cansed by a first 
sight of the meteor, and is therefore not reliable. ‘I'he 
*‘ gentleman Sato” is an approximate result, the Buddhist 
expositor, “ Mr. Sato Kaseki,” a reading still nearer the 
truth, and we may reasonably expect that the exact nature 
of the phenomenon will soon be discovered, and that 
the gentleman, the priest, and the official pressure, 
will be found to be one and the same constant factor, 
Sada Kniseki, the ‘“Kerosine Cenobite.” It is perhaps a 
dispensation of some beneficent power that public interest 
should be stirred, however fictitiously, at » season when 
livers are wont to be sluggish, and this incident is particular- 
ly serviceable, for in addition to the excitement it has caused 
our contemporary, and perhaps also his readers, there is 
some food for mirth in the notion of a crazy priest posing in 
so many attitades that the bewilderment and consternation 
of his observers have prevented them from penetrating his 
disguises, and persuaded them that the great anti-forcign- 
cominerce movement has obtained promoters as numerous as 
Sada Kaiscki’s imaginary metamorphoses and _ fictitious 
followers. 

As for the Kankosha, it existed long before Mr. Sada 
Kaiseki became definitely dazzled by kerosine lamps, and it 
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the principles of Buddhism have to do with the proportions 
of the pyramids, 





The merchants of Milan seem not less averse to the pros- 
pect of Japan’s “«direct trade” than the editor of the Gazette, 
Il Villaggio, the organ of the Italian graineurs, has of 
late indulged in many splenetic utterances on the subject. 
The following article, which we translate from that journal, 
will enable our readers to form a tolerably just estimate of 
the welcome accorded in Europe to this last outcome of 
Japanese speculation :— 

At length all the silk-worms’ eggs from Japan have 
come to hand, the last batch having arrived with the mem- 
bers of the “ Second expedition,” as detailed elsewhere in 
out columns of to-day (Jan. 80th). Those who may be dis- 
posed to take exception to this second expedition will do well 
to remember that it is only separated from the first by an 
interval of twelve days. Indeed, had its journey been per- 
formed without accident, the former might have — if 
not at the same time ns the latter, at any rate a very few 
days later, while on the other hand, had the same misfortunes 
befallen the latter, its advent would have been subsequent to 
that of the former. 

Coming by the City of Pekin, vid America, this second 
expedition encountered a regular “ Inferno” in the Atlantic 
Occan, so that the steamer did not make Havre till the 
21st inst. instead of the 14th. Nor was this the only mis- 
hap that befell the adventurers. The railroads from Havre 
were snowed up, so that the cards could not be brought on 
before the 27th, in excellent candition, however, their fresh- 
ness having been preserved by the breath of the storm, first, 
and subsequently by a soft covering of woolly snow-flakes. 
As for the graineurs themselves, the last of their party, hav- 
ing dispatched their wares via America, came on by the 
Suez route, and made their appearance a few days ago. 
With them came Tanabeya, who appears in our list opposite 
to 70,000 cards. He was accompanied by four or five 
satellites. 

Tanabeya could have disposed of the whole of his cards in 
Yokobawa, but his ideas of value were of such an exalted 
nature that he demanded from $2 to $24 per card. Failing 
to realize this figure, however, and sccing that all the large 
buyers were starting for Italy, he determined to follow their 
example, regardless of the fact that the supply they took 
was already ample, and beckoned onward by those golden 
visions that visit all merchants at some time or other. He 
scut his goods by way of America, taking one case, however, 
himself, for he was not disposed to profit by the 
experience of the Italian graineurs that silk-worms’ 
eggs will not keep at this time of the ycar in tropical climates. 
The case was placed on deck and when it was opened at 
Point de Galle, Tanabeya was saluted by the nods of 
a multitude of tiny worms in happy expectation of a 
few mulberry leaves. The unfortanate account no doubt 
regretted that he had not been content with the lessons his 
foreign confréres had learned for him, and the thought of his 
hatched eggs did not much conduce to the pleasures of his 
voyage. ‘Ihe “blessed sea” too, agitated perpetually beyond 
its wont, tormented him. Nevertheless, as he had paid his 
passage money, and knew that it could not be refunded, he 
set himself to partake of the good things on board, albeit his 
stomach was fain to reject them with disgust. There was 
therefore nothing for it but resignation, and so he arrived at 
Naples, where he changed his Japanese “kimono” for 
European habiliments. Unfortanately, however, his panta- 
loons were several inclies too short, despite which mishap he 
was well pleased to have come to the end of his voyage. 

This year, as the card market in Milan is later than usual, 
speculators would be willing to do business were the prices 
not prohibitive, Yesterday one firm advanced three francs 
on previous quotations, but to-lay, other houses have consi- 
derably reduced their figures. ‘he cause of the high values 
that ruled in Yokohama was the action of a certain graineur, 
who disturbed the market by purchasing one special quality 
ata price that had uo reference to its real worth. Bat for 
this the Japanese producers would not have entertained such 
exalted notions. ; 

Some time ago we spoke of a novelty—the cards of Yezo. 


has uv more to do with the suppression of fureigu trade than {The Japanese Consul in Milau, Mr. Locatelli, has made 
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interest with the Japanese Minister at Rome to obtain 
a few of these eggs for North Italian cultivators, and we are 
now in @ position to state positively that Prince Nabeshima, 
in his reply, promised not to forget the Consulute of Milan 
in the distribution of the cards, should they arrive. 

Another novelty : Michel Maltecca! “This is the name 


of a sympathetic young person who has already purchased 
cards for us in Yokohama, and who, having “ fobbed” » 
million by his adventures, closed our business. He sub- 
sequently went to Persia, and is now in ‘Teheran, acting as 
the Shah's commission agent. He hus been charged by that 
potentate to procure the best: white and green qualitics of 
Japanese cards for the Royal nursery, We will write to 
Maltecca, begging him to employ his utmost in- 
fluence with the Shah, to the end that his Majesty 
may become a subscriber to the Villaggio. 

Another novelty: “ Bivoltini” (twice-hatched eggs)! These 
have so confused us that we don’t know who possesses them. 
We only know that they have heen sold in Yokohama and 
forwarded to Italy. It behoves cultivators therefore to be on 
the qui vive, unless they wish to burn their fingers, More 
than this we cannot say. 


Preparations for the building of the Emperor's new palace 
In tho Park at Fukiage are going on briskly. The ground 
has beon measured and the materials are arriving every 
day. A large quantity of first-class timber is already on 
hand, having Leen collected by order of the Tokugawa 
Government at the yard of Kiba in Fakugawa, where it 
lag remained (in water) for as much as twenty or thirty 
years. It consists for the most part of white pine, of which 
large supplics are of course required, and the Government 
purposes to supplement this store by logs from the Imperial 
forests in Bishiu and at Kisoyama. It would appear that 
these forests have suffered a good deal of late years from 
want of proper precautions on the part of their custodians, 
some of the finest trees having been sold for ordiuary pur- 
poses, while theft and trespass have Leen most inefficiently 
checked. The Home Office has accordiugly issued a num- 
ber of strict regulations for the guidauce of the officials in 
the various prefectures, who are reminded that forestry is a 
matter of the greatest importance, and forbidden either to 
sell any trees without due cousideration or to cut any for 
porposes of public building without being assured that the 
necessity for such action is indisputable. 


It may not be uninteresting to jot down in a summarized 
form the propositions lately set before us on the subject of 
Direct Trading Companies, adding as corollaries a few 
queries which inevitably suggest themselves. 

Proposition.—The Companies indeed offer to exchange 
Goods abroad for gold, silver, yarn, etc., or whatever other 
articles may be requirred. But the producer must wait six 
months if he desires his retarns in coin or kind ; otherwise 
he must be satisfied with paper, receiving which “ he cannot 
be in 80 good « position as if he retained his produce in his 
own hands,” : 

Query.— Yes, but does a producer produce with the inten- 
tion of keeping his produce in his own hands ? 

Proposition.—The constant fluctuations of the paper money 
are gradaally depriving it of all value asa trastworthy factor in 
commerce, “None of the recently formed companies, we 
may almost say, none of the banks, and certainly very few 
merchants have any bullion whatsoever as capital.” The 
Direct Trading Companies therefore desire to convert their 
Paper into specie “at the expense of the country’s produce, 
by taking away from the producer his commodities which are 
Wealth, and giving him in return that paper which these 
Companies consider to be valueless for the purposes of com- 
merce proper.” 

Query.—If none of the companies, scarcely any of the 
banks, and very few of the merchants “ have any bullion 
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whatsoever,” does the present commercial system, be it what 
it may, seem a very successful one so far as the provisicn of 
Specie is concerned? And if the companies should succeed 
in converting their paper capitals into specie obtained from 


Soreign countries by the sale of exports, will they have done 


any wrong to the producers—who in any case would have been 
paid for the most part in paper—or to their country, which is 


suffering from a scarcity of the metallic medina they propose 
to procure? Again, are the members of the Trading Companies 
Japanese, or are they subjects of some other nations? The 
latter, apparently, since when they convert their 


paper into 

specie they do so “at the expense of the country’s produce,” 

which of course had better not be exchanged for specie. 
Proposition. —“ The so-called Trading Companies find their 


powers crippled by want of real capital, ‘They have virtually 
repudiated currency ; yet they seek to induce unsuspicious 
persons to part with their commoslities, which are really money, 


fur pieces of paper which are not, By this three-cornered 


exchange the Trading Companies hope to convert their cur- 


rency capitals into specie capitals at the cost of the producer, 
who is to find himself, when too late, the victim of a moral 
fraul. © © © © © They seek to rob the people of 
produce in order that their capitals shall be turned into 
specie to be obtained from the true realization of prodace 
to be obtained, in the first instance, by a fraud or trickery.” 

Query.—But is there anything about these paper transac. 
tions in the prospectus of the companies? Do they not offer 
to obtain returns for prodace in gold, silver or foreign guods, 
and if so is this offer purely fictitious? Above all, suppose 
a Trading Company formed in some country where extra-terri- 
toriality did uot exist, would any public journal ventare to 
describe that Company's designs in such language as this, or 
if it did, would the Company renin long without substan- 
tial redress ? 

Proposition.—“ The advautazes derived by foreign mer- 
chants from their tradal transactions with J apan are wholly due 
to their superior knowledge, the fruit of long practical experi- 


ence, capital, correspondents and banking facilities, of all 


which qualifications Japanese merchants are at present de- 


void. When therefore the direct traders attempt to deprive 


foreigners of the means of continuing their trade with J apan, 


they inflict a double injury apon themselves and the country. 
The results of trade with foreign countries direct will be less 


satisfactory than if conducted with those foreign merchants 
who are here with every facility and means for the 
purpose; and in addition to this immediate loss, is 
the collateral loss to the country of heavy expen- 
ditare of foreign residents which will cease with the trade.” 

Query.—Are the Japanese merchants then to remain for 
ever without knowledge, experience, capital and such like 
qualifications, or are they to make some effort towards the 
acquisition of these things? If they are to make an effort, 
why not now as well as hereafter? Should they prove real- 
ly incompetent, and should their direct transactions ultimate- 
ly inflict a‘ double injury upon themselves and their country,” 
will not the issue establish foreign merchants on a firmer 
footing than ever, and teach Japan to appreciate truly what 
they have done for her ? 

Our own opinion iu this matter is that we are about to be 
brought face to face with a crisis which must have been 
long anticipated. We do not believe that these Direct Trad- 
ing Companies are the offspring of any such fradulent scheme 
as our cowlemporary secius to suggest, neither do we for a 
moment credit the existence of any design to drive oat the 
foreign merchant. It has hitherto been the custom to ac- 
cuse the J apanese Government of mala Ades, while the peo- 
ple were always represented as friendly to western inter- 
course from which they derive such substantial benefit, Now, 
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however, the charge is extended to the people too, and it is embroidery &c., were exhibited, the property for the 


even binted that this effort to buy and sell without employ- 
ing an agent, may possibly be made a subject for diplomatic 
remonstrance. Such utterances can only be called hysterical. 
On the day that Antwerp was captured by the Duke of 
Parma’s troops, the commercial supremacy of the world 
was transferred to London, where is has remained ever 
since. Partly by natural aptitude, partly from advan- 
tages of circumstance, the English trader has justly 
come to be regarded as the very type of mercantile 
enterprise and ability. It has not always been so indeed. 
There was a time when the Venetian carrying fleet still 
touched at Southampton and the trade with the Baltic was 
entirely in the hands of the Hanseatic merchants, but that 
story is now more than three centuries old, and takes us back 
to the days when England’s six million inhabitants lived in 
houses without chimnies, carpeted their rooms with rashes, 
and regarded pillows as a luxury fit only “ for women in 
child-bed.” Then, indeed, the prospect of competition with 
Japanese merchants might justly have roused some mood of 
nervous jealousy, but such a sentiment is no longer worthy 
of our achievements and reputation. If Japan is to reap 
larger gains under a system of direct commerce than she does 
at present, will Englishmen fear to compete with her in 
fair field, or will it not rather befit their character and tradi- 
tions to let her enter the lists with whatever weapons she can 
command, confident in their own strength to hold the ground 
against all comers? The trial must be endured. We are 
not challenged to it by a petulant spirit of dislike to foreign 
intrusion, but by the natural growth of enterprise that 
cannot find sufficient outlet under existing circumstances. 
If the whole of Japan were thrown open to foreigners ; if 
foreign ships were free to touch at all the ports and 
foreign merchants to trade directly with the people in 
every province, then, indecd, Japan would be provided with 
an ample staff of the most able and economical agents ; her 
commercial requirements would be fully satisfied, and this 
question of “direct trade,” postponed sine dis. Bat the 
straits, already too narrow for the argosies’ passage, are still 
farther hampered by reefs of depreciated currency and silt of 
treaty restrictions, so that the Japanese trader begins to think 
he will do better to carry his goods round the headland than to 
pay the fees of the foreign pilot. His attempt will inevitably 
be attended’ by heavy losses and grevious disappointments 
It is as though a man who had written a book were to set 
up a store for its sale, instead of placing it in the hands of 
publishers who already possess costly machinery for promoting 
circulation, and a subtle system for ensuring a maximum of 
profit to the seller with a miniumn of expense to the purchaser 
The most prominent feature of modern commerce is iis 
cosmopolitan character, and such clumsy factors as special 
agents and private banks are totally opposed to the principles 
of international cooperation, which alone is compatible with 
the fullest development of resource and opportunity. 
Practical ex perience will teach this lesson to the Japanese 
better and quicker than anything else ; certainly very much 
better and quicker than querulous invectives and peevish 
Jeremiades, Meanwhile, we may await the issne with 
tolerable confidence, nor abandon ourselves to despairing 
utterances because— 


oo A shadow of mischance appears, 
No graver than as when some little cloud | 
Cuts off the fiery highway of the Sun, 
And isles a light in the offing.” 





It will be remembered that a veritable exhibition of J apan- 
. ese objects of virtù was held last summer at Uyeno. Some 
raré and beautifal specimens of porcelain, bronze, lacquer, 
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most part, of private collectors. The affair, however, being 
the first of the kind, did not receive the support that had 
been anticipated. Spectators indeed were not wanting, for 
during the month of the exhibition's existence, it was unpleasant- 
ly crowded on wet and dry days alike. But collectors did 
not come forward with much alacrity. Many nobles who 
were known to possess priceless works of art, showed an 
unwillingness to contribute, so that, beautifal as the exhibits 
were, they could not by any means be regarded as really re- 
presentative. For all that the affair was a great success and 
created quite a fxrore among amateurs. Apart from the 
pleasure it afforded at the moment, men felt that the ten- 
dency of such exhibitions could not but be useful, for it was 
only too plain that a shoddy and meretricious spirit, sub- 
serviententirely to commercial purposes, was gradually ousting 
the old art iuspirations of Japan, and that unless some good 
influence were evoked, the very memory of what was once 
estimable and is now priceless, must soon pass way. For- 
tunately such an influence has lately begun to made itself 
widely felt, and with the revival of the Tea Clubs, 
Japan may be said to have returned from her mo- 
mentary aberration. Of course the ultimate effect of 
this will be to check the exodus of curios, properly so 
called. Already the prices of old specimens have be- 
come well-nigh prohibitive, and we shall soon have few 
opportunities of seeing, much less purchasing, the rarities 
that were once so easily procurable, It is therefore with 
considerable satisfaction that we record the immediate proapoet 
of another exhibition of antiquities, to be held next month at 
the monastery of Kaizenji, Asakusa. At the head of the 
list of promoters stands the name of the well-known amateur, 
Matsudaira, ex-daimiyo of Mikawa, and contributions from 
many famous collections are promised. It is perhaps too 
much to expect that a comprehensible catalogue will be 
provided, bat we do hope that the exhibits will at least be 
labelled in some fashion which may enable foreign visitors to 
appreciate their qualities. 





We have to acknowledge the receipt of “ The Classical 
Poetry of the Japanese,” by Mr. Basil H. Chamberlain, bat 
want of space compels as to withold our review of the work 
until next week. 





By an Imperial Notification (No. 25, issued 7th April, 
1881) a Department of Agriculture and Commerce (Nõehõ- 
musho) has been created, and its constitution, rales for the 
conduct of business &., notified to all the Administrative 
Offices, Central and Local. 

The personel of the Department is to be the same as that 
of the other Department of State, viz., a Minister, Vice- 
Minister, Assistant-Vice-Minister, and a staff of Secretaries 
and Clerks. These officers have not yet been all appointed, 
bat so far ns our present knowledge goes, Mr. Kono (now 
Minister of Education*) wiil become Minister, and Mr. 
Shinagawa (now Assistant-Vice-Minister for Home Affairs 
and Director of the Bureau of Agriculture), Vice-Minister. 

The power and duties of the Minister are as follows :— 

To enforce and supervise the application of the laws 
relating to agriculture, trade, manufacture, arts, fisheries 
and hunting, the merchant marine (ships and men), inven- 
tions, trade-marks, weights aud measures, reclamation of 
lands, cattle-breeding, botany, animal hygiene, mercantile 
companies (except banks), forests and conveyances. 

To exercise control over all the agicultural, commercial 
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* In this event Mr. Kõno's present post will probably be filled 
by Mr, Fukuoka, a Senator. 
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and manufacturing colleges and schools established by the 
Government (except those at present under the Public Works 
Department), as well as all other institutions of a like 
nature, with their museums, if any, and also to supervise all 
college and schools established by private individuals with 
similar objects. 

To have control over the Chambers of Commerce, and all 
deliberative bodies by which questions connected with Rice 
and Stock exchanges, agriculture, and manufacture are 
discussed. 

To conduct all affairs having relation to exhibitions, to the 
care and preservation of objects of virti, to the progress and 
promotion of agriculture, trade, manufactures, arts &c. 

To exercise control over all postmasters and to have general 
direction in all matters of conveyance, posts, post-office orders 
and deposit of savings. 

To have charge of all Government forests and conduct all 
affairs relating to the planting, preservation, felling &c. of 

trees; to supervise the management of private forests ; to 
collect, for the the use of the compilers of general statistics, 
all documents and information relating to the state of agri- 
culture, domestic and foreign trade, manufacture and poste, 
market prices, condition of forests &c. 

The remaining powers and duties of the Minister have 
reference merely to the interior economy of his department 
and are similar to those of every other Minister; as for 
example, the appointment of subordinate Officers, ex- 
pression of opinion on the framing or revision of laws, regula- 
tions &c., the subject-matter of which is connected with his 
special duties. 

The Department is to comprise the following Bureaux, 
viz :—Secretariat ; Bareau of Agriculture; B. of Trade ; B. 
of Manufactures; B. of Forests; General Post Office ; 
Maseums Bureau and Accountants’ Bureau, as well asa 
Deliberative Board of Agriculture, Trade and Manufactures. 

The spécial duties and constitutions of the Bureaux have 
also been promulgated, but we have not space this week to 
publish them in their integrity, nor time to make a selection. 

It will be seen that the scope of the Home Departments’ 
fanctions is considerably narrowed by the change, since the 
Bureau of Forests and that of Museums é&c. are transferred to 
the new Department. The Bureau of Agriculture in the Home 
Department and that of Trade in the Finance Department, 
are abolished. Pending the erection of suitable offices, the 
new Department will carry on its duties in the precincts of 
the Home Department. 





There are many ramours with regard to the resignation 
of Mr. Yenomoto, Minister of Marine, but the simple fact 
seems to be that the personel of the Navy is still too 
strongly imbued with the old clan spirit to endure the 
rule of a chief whose name is indissolubly associated with 
the final and most determined act of the Bakufu resistance. 
It is very doubtful whether any man in Japan is competent 
to perform the duties of Minister of Marine in a manner at 
once satisfactory aud efficient, except Mr. Kawamura; and 
it is quite certain that no man could succeed Mr. Kawamura 
Without suggesting a contrast little likely to secure the alle- 
giance of the Southern clique. Mr. Kawamura now resumes 
his former functions, and his well-known tact will soon no 
doubt remove the last vestive of friction, but still we cannot 
help regretting that agentloman whose attainments and re- 
putation naturally seem to desivuate him as the first naval 
officer in Japan, should have been removed from a sphere he 
is so eminently qualified to fill, through some paltry motives 
of jealously or prejudice. Mr. Yenomoto has, we understand, 
been offered the post of Minister at Paris, ae well as that of 
Senator, but he has declined both. 
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Some very remarkable documents have lately come into 
the hands of the Japanese Government, not—as will be con- 
jectured after perusing them—by the connivance of either 
the Chinese or the Corean authorities. ‘The first is a * Policy 
for Corea,” compiled by Kwo-in-ken, adviser to the Minister 
for China in Japan; the second, au account of a conversa- 
tion which took place between the Kiug of Corea and his 
Prime Minister on the subject of Japanese affairs, shortly 
after Kin-koshin, the Corean Envoy had retarned from 
Japan ; and the third is a letter from Li Hung Chang to a 
Corean gentleman by name Kissan. These are now in pro- 
cess of publication by the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, and as we 
have ascertained their authenticity, we reproduce them in 
this journal :— 


Poticy For Korea, 
by Kwo-in-ken. 


There is a large country called Russia, whose dominions 
extend over a great part of three Continents, and whose 
arniy consists of more than a million picked soldiers, while 
her navy numbers more than two hundred “ big ships.” Bat 
it so happens that her place being in the extreme north, she 
is tormented by a bitterly cold climate and impoverished by 
a barren soil, so that she has a perpetual craving to push 
her boundaries southward and procure for herself - more 
genial position, Hence ever since the reign of Peter the 
Great, her policy has been one of perpetual aggrandizement. 
Territory after territory has she absorbed until her bulk is 
now ten times what it once was. 


Under the present Emperor (Alexander II.) especially has 
this system been pursued. One by one the neighbouring 
seas and regions have been seized, aud at the present moment 
nearly all the various districts in Central Asia are in her 
hands. In fact her avaricious proclivities are understood by 
the whole world, so that several other nations have combined 
to oppose her “lust for land.” Thus for many a day her 
eyes were fixed upon Turkey, but Englaud and France pre- 
vented her from carrying out her intentions in that quarter, 
and now England, Germany, Austria, Italy and France, one 
and all, watch her as well as their own territories so keenly 
that all encroachment in a westerly direction has become im- 
possible, and she has been obliged to turn her feet eastward. 
Daring the psst ten years she has taken Saghalin from Japan 
and the eastern part of the river Kokuriyo from China, and 
is now stationing troops at the mouth of the To-mon-ko. 
Her object in carrying out reforms and establishing order in 
these regions, is simply that they may afford her a point 
@appui for future aggressions in Asia. 

Now Korea is a position of great strategic importance to 
the east of China, and it is more than probable that Russia 
will desire to take possession of that peninsula before carry- 
ing her designs in the east any further. To do so would 
only be cousistent with the policy she has pursued for the 
last three centuries, and for which she is always carefal to 
be prepared. In the beginning her territories were confined 
to Europe ; next we find her in Central Asia, and now she 
has got so far east that Korea is in imminent dangers. 


Under these circumstances it is very plain that for Korea 
no daty is so urgent and imperative as that of preparing 
herself to repel Russia, and it naturally occars to us to ask, 
what resources for defence does she possess. The answer is 
apparent : the closest friendship with China, and, union with 
Japan and America. 


That friendship with China is essential, appears at once 
when we consider the position of the latter iu Asia. Her 
vast empire touches that of Russia on the north, east and 
west, giving her peculiar strategic importance, while her 
resources are limitless. Hence it is that the world has of 
late been tarning its eyes towards China, as the country with 
most ability to check Rassia’s eastward aggression, and of 
all China’s possessions, there is none she regards with more 
affection than Korea For ten centuries Kovea has formed 
a portion of tho Chinese my-ire, aud has been the constant 
object of China's solicitude aud beneficence. Tu this all 
the world can bear witness, and more especially in the case 
of the present (‘I'sing) dynasty, which, coming as it did 
from the east, made Korea its hase of operations in the 
campaigu against the Miu. More than two hundred yeam 
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have passed since then, and during the wholejof that time Korea 
and China bave been one in customs, polity, literature 
and religion, while not only has the closest friendship existed 
between the two, but also Korea’s position is such that she 
has always been regarded by China as a left arm stretched 
out for the protection of the Celestial capital. Annan and 
Birmah too are portions of the Chinese Empire, but their 
comparative distance places them on a very different footing 
from Korea, and it is for this reason that China has always 
afforded Korea material aid in men, provisions &c., whenever 
the occasion demanded, In the west, indeed, it is the 
custom when two countries go to war, for all other countries 
to declare themselves neutral and refrain from niding either 
of the Lelligerents, but a State cannot pursue such a policy 
when its own dominions are concerned, and China, not un- 
mindful of the old relations subsisting between herself and 
Korea, should take steps to let the world know unmistakably 
that the latter is a past and parcel of herself. If this were 
definitely declared, Russia, seeing Korea no longer helpless, 
would have no choice but to hold her hand, and Japan, com- 
prehending the impossibility of resisting such an union, 
would end by joining it; so that not only would foreign 
aggression be checked, but the prestige of the Celestial 
Empire vindicated. ‘These are the reasons that seem to 
demonstrate the necessity of friendship between Korea and 
China. 

Bat why is the alliance with Japan recommended ? Because, 
after China, Japan is Korea’s nearest neighbour. History 
tells us that in bygone ages the Kings of Korea sent 
ambassadors to Japan, and established friendly intercourse 
with that country. Now Russia, the ravenous, has crept to 
the north of Japan, and should the latter lose some portion 
of her islands, the immunity of Korea’s eight devisions will 
be more than problematical. If, on the other hand, Korea 
becomes Russian territory, Kiushia and Shikoku will not 
long remain Japanese. It results therefore that the relation 
between Japau and Korea is pretty much the same as that 
which exists between the two wheels of a carriage ; disable 
one, and the other ceases to be serviceable. History teaches 
us plainly enough that had Kan, Gi and Cho been in alliance 
Tsing could not have dared to push westward ; even as when 
Go and Shoku were united, Gi’s southern encroachments 
were prevented. If, therefore, Japan, anxious about the 

ions of her powerfal neighbour, should desire an union, 
close as that of lips and teeth, with Korea, it will behove the 
latter, burying ancient prejadices under the weight of present 
necessities, to spare no pains for the cementing of such a 
friendship. The fleets of these two States, guarding the 
waters of the Japanese seas, would be a force which no western 
wer could afford to despise. This is why the union of 
orea and Japan is expedient. 

It remains, then, to demonstrate the necessity of an alli- 
ance between Korea and America, ing the ocean east- 
ward from Korea, the first country we reach is America, the 
continent of the United States. These states were formerly 
a portion of the British dominions, but a hundred years ago 
their independence was secured through the vigour and 
ability of George Washington, a patriot who found himself 
unable to endure European oppression. Since then 
America, true to the principles bequeathed her by her 
founders, manages her affairs on liberal and virtuous princi- 
ples, never seeking to enlarge her territories at the expense, 
of her neighbours, nor to interfere in foreign policy. For ten 

she has been in treaty relations with China, and during 
the whole of that time, not a shadow of trouble has arisen. 
She has also established friendly intercourse with Japan and 
given that country useful instruction in all metters, both 
commercial, military, naval and political. ‘These facts rest 
not upon individual testimony, but upon that of the whole 
world. The constitution of the United States is republican, 
and they have therefore no desire to benefit themselves at the 
cost of others, and moreover, their origin as an independent 
country being due to the oppression of Great Britain, they are 
the natural allies of Asia, not of Europe. Their race is one 
with that of Europe, and they arecompetitors with European 
nations in matters of commerce; but their policy is to help 
small and feeble states, to enforce a general obedience to the 
principles of right, and to prevent Europeans from pursuing 
their evil designs of commercial monopoly in the Far Fast, 
80 that every Oriental state may be in a position to maintain 
its integrity, and remain iu the enjoyment of ease and pros- 


perity. ‘This is why Korea should ally herself with America, 
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for if she does she will secure to herself a faithful friend and 
the certainty of assistance in times of peril. 





We have received, from the author, Mr. E. Knipping, a 
pamphlet entilled the ‘Great Taifun of August, 1880." This 
work, as its name explains, is an account of the origin and 
progress of the fierce hurricane that traversed Japan from 
south to north last summer, the centre fortunately passing 
to the west of Tokiyo and Yokohama. The chief point 
which Mr. Kuipping’s valuable investigations demonstrate, 
is that “in all taifans which travel at an appreciable 
rate, the bearing of the centre in front will always be 
less than in the rear, this difference dependiug principally 
on the rate of progress.” This conclusion somewhat com- 
plicates the problem of avoiding a direct encounter with 
these furies of eastern seas. but is Mr. Knipping justly 
remarks “ the law of storms in general is very well under- 
stood by all who have command of a vessel, and there ean 
certainly be no harm now-a-days in pointing out differences 
between the rule and the reality, if a knowledge of the 
same may tend to lessen the danger of getting too near or 
in the centre.” We shall not attempt, however, to follow 
the author in his carefal and elaborate analysis, but we 
strongly recommend his book to all who take any interest 
in the scientific investigation of these phenomena and the 
practical inferences decucible by such able- observers as 
Mr. Knipping. 





The new device for checking the spread.of a conflagration 
by means of corrugated iron fire-proof screens, kept in store 
at the various fire-stations, and transported to the scene of 
action ‘ with the utmost rapidity and precision” at the first 
alarm, is no doubt an excellent conception. A certain wel 
known engineer has, however, suggested something quite as 
practicable and much more effectual. He proposes that in 
fature all houses in the great cities of Japan shall be built 
upon trucks, so that at the first clang of the fire-bell they 
can be wheeled rapidly out of range of the flames: 





We reproduce, elsewhere, a paper read before the 
Royal Artillery Institation by Lieut.-Colonel Parry, R.A. 
Its contents are peculiarly interesting, for they show that 
Afghanistan’s capabilities for resisting England were fur- 
nished in the main by England herself. 

A terrible murder was committed a fow days ago in 
Tokiyo. The victim was a young Japanese ‘who acted as 
interpreter to Mr. John Pitman, in whose service he 
had been for many years, and by whose aid, indeed, his 
education had been completed. On the 29th of last 
month the lad was missed by his master, and though 
Mr. Pitman—who seems to have been aueasy from the first 
—immediately instituted enquiries, nothing transpired until 
the day before yesterday (Thursday) when the body of a 
man was discovered in a well at Tsukiji, Tokiyo. Two 
deep gashes in the neck and several wounds in the head, 
lft no doubt as to the enuse of death. For the rest the 
body was stripped of everything except shirt and trowsers ; 
a gold watch, ring &c., which the deceased was in the habit 
of wearing being removed, aud nothing left except a pocket 
book containing a few cards. No definite clue to the mur- 
derers has yet been obtained, but it is believed that the 
police are on their tracks. 





Our latest advices from China are to the effect that 
though the railway scheme has beeu postponed sine die,-an 
extensive system of (clegraphs is in contemplation. It is 
also rumvuured that these are to be curried out by. the 
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Chinese themselves, and that the Central Government pro- 
poses to forfeit the monies already paid to the Great 
Northern Company, by whom the line from Shanghai to 
Pekin was to have been constructed. 








KRUPP AND HIS CRITICS, 


HE public cannot be expected to take much interest 


in @ discussion of Krupp and Armstrong's com- 


parative excellencies as manufacturers of ordnance, yet 
we may not dismiss the question in its present form 
without commenting upon one or two points that do not 
require any very special knowledge either to consider or 


to comprehend. 


The Shanghai Courier and the Japan Gazette have 
espoused the cause of Sir W. Armstrong, but with every 
faith in the honesty of their intentions, we venture to 
doubt whether the interests of the great Elswick manu- 
facturer will be much advanced by such advocacy. We 
do not of course desire to impugn the general value of our 
contemporaries’ opinions, but in this particular instance 
their comments do not seem impartial and are certainly 
not accurate. The Gazette, in one of its late issues, 
stated that no greater initial velocity than 1700 feet per 
second had hitherto been attained with Krupp's guns. It 
does not now indeed repeat that statement, but it reprints 
certain paragraphs from the Shanghai Courier, where an 
assertion is made that the German guns “ have never 


obtained an. initial velocity. of 2000 feet per second.” 


Now on the 81st. of December, 1878, Krupp’s 5°9 inch gun, 
on trial at Meppen, fired a 69 Ibs. shot with an initial 
velocity of 2185°8 feet per second, the highest velocity 
obtained up to that time with the Armstrong weapon 
having been 2081 feet. To these facts we called atten- 
tion some time ago, but our remarks are now passed over 
in silence, forcing us to conclude that they are either in- 
convenient or inaecurate ; hypotheses from which we have 
no difficulty in making a selection, seeing that we did 
not speak upon our own authority but upon that of the 


official tables published at Woolwich and Meppen. 

The.Gazette, as apparent advocate for Sir W. Arm- 
strong, gives this summary of the case :— A lighter gun, 
with an initial velocity nearly 15 per cent greater, all 
other conditions being the same (which is not the case 
for the conditions are in favour of the English gun) is to 
be preferred to another, whether the maker’s name is 
Krupp, Whitworth, Armstrong or any other.” What is 
meant by speaking of a ‘ lighter gun”? It is to be pre- 
sumed that since the general merits of the two systems 
are under consideration, this comparison of weight is also 
general. If so, however, the advantage is all on Krupp’s 
side, and that it must be so is at once evident, for whereas 

the Elswick maker uses steel tubes surrounded by 
- Mnassive coils of wrought iron, Krupp’s cannon is of solid 
steel, requiring less total thickuess of metal and consequent- 
ly weighing less. A conclusion of this sort might, however, 
be quite erronious. ‘The longer we make our gun, the 
higher initial velocity we obtain, ceteris paribus, and 
since power is of parnmount importance, it is obvious that 
in comparing the weights of two e/asses of guns, we must 
select from each representative pieces of nearly similar 
achievements, Ifthen we take the Armstrong 100-ton 
gun, the Krupp 71-ton and the Woolwich 80-tou, we have 
the following figures :— 

Armstrong 100-ton gun (latest records). Charge 573 
lbs. Projectile about 2000 Ibs. Initial velocity 1725 feet. 
Stored up work 745-07 foot tons per inch circumference, 
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equivalent to a penetration of 84-9 inches of wrougit iron 
plating. 

Krupp 71-ton gun. Charge 485-1 lbs. Projectile 1715 
Ibs. Velocity 1703 feet. Stored up work 697-02 foot 
tons, equal toa penetration of 83-5 inches of wrought iron. 

Woolwich 80-ton gun. Charge 445 lbs. Projectile 
1728 Ibs. Velocity 1658 feet. Stored up work 658-57 ft. 
tons, equal to a penetration of 82:84 inches, 

It thus appears that the 71-ton Krupp gun is a more 
powerful weapon than the 80-ton Woolwich, and but little 
inferior to the 100-ton Armstrong. What then becomes 
of the question of weight ? 

As to the second point advanced—that the initial 
velocity of the English gun is nearly 15 per cent greater— 
it will suffice to say that unless the official returns, fur- 
nished to the English and German Governments be false, 
the difference in velocity is quite insignificant and cannot 
by any means be held to justify a verdict in either 
direction. 

But in the third place the Gazette says :—** Other condi- 
tions are in favour of the English gun.” This is a very 
sweeping declaration, and one that military experts 
would receive with considerable astonishment. A ques- 
tion, which until quite lately held the whole world of 
Artillery scientists in suspense, and which is scarcely yet 
definitely decided, though the concensus of opinion is 
largely against the Gazette's judgement, this question is 
now peremptorily dismissed in half a dozen. words without 
either discussion or demonstration. The dictum may 
persuade some, but for ourselves, with every desire to be 
convinced, we remain unsatisfied, and the grounds of our 
incredulity are easily stated. Chief among our contem- 
porary’s ‘“ other conditions,” the radical difference of the 
two systems suggests itself; the difference between breech 
and muzzle-loading. We have already discussed this 
subject at some length in a previous issue, and we shall 
therefore confine ourselves now to a very few arguments. 
On the proportion of bore and chamber mainly depends the 
power of agun. It is now admitted that we have reached 
the extreme limit of power attainable with muzzle-loaders, 
simply because we are unable to increase their length. 
They are already as long as they can be for use on board 
ships and in casemates. Greater power is required, but 
greater power signifies greater length, and the maxmium 
length has been given. As Major General Gordon, 
speaking at the United Service Institution last autumn, 
remarked ; ‘“‘ There isno doubt that the power of the Krupp 
71-ton is greater than that of the 80-ton (English) gun at 
present, but if we could put on a few more feet to the 
muzzle of the latter, we should realize a far greater 
energy.” To put on a few more feet, however, would 
necessitate a breech-loading arrangement, and Herr Krupp, 
whether from scientific prescience or unreasoning ob- 
stinacy, has steadily, in the face of all opposition, adhered 
to the breech-loading system of which he is now the 
renowned representative. In reporting on the trial of the 
71-ton gun at Meppen (in 1878), Captain C. Orde Browne, 
R. A., said :— the gun was easily worked by a detach- 
ment of 15 men. Ten rounds with chilled projectiles 
were first fired; the time occupied by the last five 
being 24 minutes. The breech-piece moved easily. A 
good deal of oil was used on it. The breech- 
londing certainly saved the men much labour, not only 
in the actual ramming home but also in bringing 
up the projectiles.” Now such a rate of firing as a round 
in four or five minutes has never been attained with our 
own 80-ton gun, though we do not hesitate to assert that 
the latter is manned by the most athletic and skillful 
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gunners in the world. Enlargement of chamber and 
better centering of the projectile are additional advantages 
rendered accessible by a breech-loading system ; advantages 
which mean nothing more or less than good shooting, and 
one is not surprised therefore to find that the Krupp guns 
are more accurate than our own. That the German 
brecch-loading mechanism is by any means perfect, or 
that Sir W. Armstrong could not easily develop one 
equally good, we do not pretend to assert, but we do 
hold that breech-loading is in the order of progress, and 
that if muzzle loading be included among our contem- 
porary’s “ other conditions,” he will have to set his opin- 
ion against that of men whose names are very famous 
in the world of science. 

The Shanghai Courter is more explicit. There it is 
stated that 200 of Krupp’s field guns became unserviceable 
throught defective breech mechanism during the Franco- 
Prussian war of 1870-71. But it is not stated that these 
guns were on a totally different system from that now 
adopted, not that as many as 6000 rounds have been fired 
from a Krupp field-piece of the present pattern without 
serious injury to breech-piece or gun. Would is not be 
equally pertinent to mention the bursting of a 100-ton 
Armstrong gun on board the Duilio after 25 rounds 
at most, although we know pretty well that the accident 
is not ascribable to any fault in the piece itself, but was 
caused by abuormal pressure in the bore, arising from the 
irregular ignition of the huge charge (551 lbs.) ? 


This suppressio veri may be due to ignorance, but what 
shall we say of such a question as the following :-—* If 
Herr Krupp has proved that his breech-loading guns are 
the best, how comes it that they are not adopted by the 
British, French, American, and other Governments ?” 
We might reply by a slight interchange of terms and ask 
‘‘ How comes it that the Germans have not adopted Sir W. 
Armstrony’s gun?” but we prefer to quote, by way of 
illustration, a passage from a paper lately read before the 
United Service Institution :— The question naturally 
arises, how it is that our government should be now com- 
pleting and issuing 80-ton guns so inferior in power to 
Krupp’s 71-ton gun, which achieved the results we speak 
of half a year ago? ‘The answer is, that the guns are de- 
signed for the Inflexible, and that, being muzzle-loaders, 
the vessel had to be made with portions of the deck core 
responding to the length of the gun, to make provision 
for its loading. All this was determined five or six years 
ago. Since that time our own investigations have shown 
us the desirablity of greatly increasing the length ; but the 
gun being a muzzle-loader, it is impossible todo so. For 
the ship in question, a muzzle-loader is limited as to its 
length by inflexible conditions ; and all that can be done 
js by enlarging the chamber, to utilize to the fullest ex- 
tent the disproportionate thickness of metal Circum- 
stances have in this instance, then, combined so as to 
bring out the disadvantage of a muzzle-loader in a peculiar 
way ; for we find ourselves, in the case of the Inflerible 
issuing new guns of obsolete proportions for a new ship.” 
Here is a particular case in which, knowing the good, we 
are constrained to choose the evil, a misfortune with which 
the Shanghai Courier can perhaps sympathize. The 
truth is, that the superior advantages of breech-loading and 
the probability of stecl becoming the metal of the future, 
are points upon which English artillerists have only lately 
begun to exhibit unaniwity of opinion. Surely our con- 
temporary does not require to be reminded that a change 
of national armament is a matter of enormous difficulty 
and expense? Ag tho Professor of Artillery at the Royal 
Military Academy lately remarked, nothing leas than an 
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amply demonstrated improvement of at least 10 per cent 
could justify the adoption of a new system entailing such 
vast changes of material as would attend the alteration 
from muzzle to breech-loaders. Still it is impossible to 
doubt that the days of the former are numbered, and that 
the breech-loading guns, now in course of manufacture at 
Woolwich, are the pioneers of a new army of British 
ordinance. 

We need scarcely say that our sympathies are entirely 
with the English weapon, and that it would give us great 
pleasure to range ourselves on the same side as that taken 
by our contemporaries. Sir W. Armstrong's name is one 
of which every Englishman is justly proud, and associated 
with him at Elswick is Captain Noble, one of the most 
scientific and experienced artillerists in the world. These 
two have achieved great things already, and will surely 
achieve still greater in the future, but they have hitherto 
been struggling against a self-imposed difficulty—their 
allegiance to muzzle-loading. To English artillerists are 
due most of the great developments of theoretical gunnery, 
and, strange to say, it is they who, even while employing 
muzzle-loaders, have demonstrated scientifically the in- 
herent advantages of a different system. Nevertheless 
Germany has forged ahead for the moment, and it be- 
hoves us to cast away some of the weight we have been 
carrying, unless we look to be distanced in a race which 
our owa researches have made easy for our competitor. 


GUARANTEED RAILWAYS. 


| our last issue in speaking of the proposed railways in 

Japan, we took exception to that part of the scheme 
in which the State guarantees the shareholders eight per 
cent on paid up capital, not only during the progress of 
the works, but also for a period of ten years after their 
completion, and the subject seems to be of such importance 
as to justify our returning to it this week, and pointing out 
some of the consequences of this part of the agreement. 
So far as we understand the scanty information which 
has been published, we infer that the system proposed is 
that which has been tried in India, and found wanting. 
The state undertakes to provide all necessary land, either 
free of cost, or at the lowest market value, it controls the 
expenditure of the capital, and guarantees a minimum of 
eight per cent on the amount invested, it sanctions the 
appointment of officials, and only leaves the actual work- 
ing of the railways to the companies. 

This is the policy which has been carried out in India, 
and which had its origin in a minute drawn up in 1858 
by Lord Dalhousie, then Governor-General. In that 
minute his Lordship discussed the advantages, political, 
social and commercial, which would accrue to India from 
a network of railways, he laid down certain principles of 
construction, and indicated the agency which was to carry 
out the work, and the control which was to be exercised 
by the Government over the railway companies. Looking 
simply at the regulations one would say that the control 
was complete. ‘Lhe affairs of the companies are managed 
by a board of directors, but in each board an officer 
styled ‘Government Director” has a seat, with power of 
veto over all proceedings, while a ‘“‘ Consulting Engineer 
to Government” supervises all the actual works under- 
taken by the company, The entire power thus seems to 
be in the hands of the State. 

“In ‘practice however the case is very different. An 
expe:i: ure has been incurred on some railways far ex- 
ceediug what was anticipated, or what is now believed to 
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have been necessary, and this notwithstanding the desire 
of the Government that they should be constructed with 
the grentest economy possible; nor has the Government 
been able to prevent some lines being executed of in- 
different workmenship, nor the accounts of a line falling 
into almost inextricable confusion. The result has been 
that the Indian revenues are charged permanently—for 
practically this is the final incidence of such charges— 
with an expenditure which, with present experience, it 
may be safely asserted should not and need not have been 
incurred. We need not go far to find the cause of this 
unsatisfactory result. The system contemplated by the 
contract presumes that all business shall be initiated by 
the officials of the railway company, and where the initia- 
tion of affairs lies, there is substantially the power for good 
or ill. Authority to supervise and withhold sanctions 
is not suflicient for effective control. The power of veto 
cannot in practice be perpetually called into requisition.”’* 
Withont a double system of officers (which would be 
expensive and absurd) it is impossible for any Govern- 
ment to exercise control over the details of management 
to such an extent as to guard against needless expendi- 
ture. Moreover, as a good dividend is guaranteed to the 
company, the ordinary motive to economy is absent on 
the side of the directors, for it need scarcely be observed 
that the interests of directors are not necessarily identical 
with those of shareholders. 

The guarantee system had not been long in operation in 
India when the evils connected with it became apparent, 
and various efforts were made to depart from it. Lord 
Elgin, when Governor-General, offered on behalf of the 
Government—in addition to the land required—a bonus 
of £100 per mile for twenty years on every mile of railway 
constructed, but this offer proved utterly insufficient to 
attract the necessary capital, and nothing came of it. 
Various other equally ineffectual devices were proposed 
to get rid of a system which was disapproved of by every 
Viceroy and Secretary of State after Lord Dalhousie’s 
time, till at last it was recognised that all such devices 
were merely transparent disguises of the fact, that Indian 
railways under any form were really Government affairs, 
and should have been undertaken directly by the Govern- 
ment at the first. 

Those of our renders who wish to study the literature 
of the subject, are recommended to peruse the correspon- 
dence printed by order of the House of Commons, especially 
during the Vice-royalties of Lords Lawrence and Mayo, 
where they will find how much the righteous soul of the 
former was vexed, and the Hibernian fervour of the latter, 





raised, by being compelled to remain passive spectators of 


& system which misapplied the national resources. 

One redeeming feature in the case of Indian railways 
should be noticed. The employment of the companies 
prevented the Government from applying the capital to 
any purpose but that for which it was raised, as it would 


doubtless have been tempted to do in several cases of 


financial pressure if it liad borrowed the money di- 
rectly, and this ought to be remembered when raising 
money for Japanese railways. Joint-stock companies may 
be usefully employed in raising capital and acting as trusts 
for ensuring that it is appropriated for the purposes for 
Which it was raised. ‘Their only other duty should be to 
receive the interest on the money invested (which should 
be regulated by the current rate of interest in the country ) 
leaving to the Government the actual construction and 
Management of the works. 


Cee eee ©: — — 


* Cheaney’s Indian Polity, p. 382, 
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article we may show that there are 
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Inimical as we are to all monopolies, and disposed to 
condemn them in the strongest terms, this opinion may 
but in a future 
monopolies and mono- 


— t ——s7⸗ 
THE RUSSO-CHINESE CONVENTION. 


ls withdrawal of a large portion of that Russian 
squadron which has for so long hovered about these 


eastern waters, is confirmatory of the reports, received 


simultaneously from St. Petersburg and Peking, of an 
adjustment of the long pending dispute between the two 
mammoth Asiatic empires. In the light of past events, 


and with what little actual knowledge can fall to the lot of 
those outside the circle of the diplomacy immediately con- 
cerned in the settlement, one might almost wonder whe- 
ther any hostility more serious than that involved in wild 

border scrimmages, was ever contemplated by either 

power. Neither was properly prepared for a tough cam- 

paign. Competent military and naval authorities agree 

that an expedition of at ‘east twice the force of the allied 
invaders who occupied Peking twenty years ago, would 
now be required for a successful advance upon the same 
capital. It is best known to the Russian commanders in 
these latitudes whether or not they have had at their dis- 
posal an equipment sufficient for the attempt of such an 
enterprise. They have, probably, been perfectly content 
to await the results of diplomatic action, certain of the 
ultimate consolidation of Russian power on the Asian 
shores of the Pacific, and knowing that their presence was 
at once a means to that end, and a menace to the only 
great occidental power which is able to check, or interested 
in checking, Muscovite advance in this continent. On 


the part of China preparations for defence were tardy, 


inefficient, and cumbersome ; and, at least in the western 
portion of the Middle Kingdom, have resulted in naught 
save the aggrandisement of an already too powerful sub- 
ject, and the enrichment of his satellites. To Russia war’ 
with China meant, and means, a costly and unremunera- 
tive struggle: to China it signified, and signifies, disrup- 
tion of the State, revolution, the overthrow of a dynasty, 
and a tempestuous reconstruction for which neither Man- 
chu nor Mongol is prepared. From the first, the wretched 
Kulja question has had to be settled by diplomacy, but s 
diplomacy of the oriental pattern, equally well understood 
on the Neva and the Peiho. 
to appreciate the position in this respect; and have fallen 
into that error of comparing Asia and Europe which is so 
fatal to correct judgment. China and Russia understand 


Western critics have failed 


each other and each other’s ways, and are now, perhaps, 
laughing at the mistaken view of their relations adopted 
by on-lookers. Their differences have been amicably re- 
solved ; and the world is informed that, subject to trifling 
modifications, the terms of the Livadia convention will be 
mutually complied with. The arrangement is, in a sense, 
humiliating to China ; but in her idea she saves her dig- 
nity, providing ® monetary consideration for the retention 
of that territory whose cession was the cause of Cluung 
How’s disgrace. 

It is strange that that luckless diplomatist, who. is by 
no means void of astuteness and experience, should have 
fallen into the capital error which caused his head, weal- 
thy and closely allied to the imperial house though he is, 
to totter on his shoulders. (Gortschakoff’s craft and 
Alexander's suavity must have proved too much for his 
ability. His treaty provided for the restoration of Ili to 
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his country, on the payment of five million roubles to the 
Czar, and then retroceded one-fourth of the recovered 
territory —that portion lying west of Ekosi river and south 
of the Li Shau mountains as far as the Tekkes river. This 
part of Kulja, said to be the only section which is fertile 
and of strategic importance, is now to be rendered to 
China, who really cares little what pecuniary value she 
pays in exchange ; for she is, in a sense much wider than 
that generally accepted, a country of enormous wealth and 
Vast resources. Even the seventh Prince and his fanatic 
adherents in the Palace party can hardly fail to be satis- 
fied with Marquis Tseng’s achievement in this respect, 
preservation of the integrity of the empire being the domi- 
nant maxim of the statesmanship established in Peking. 
Thus the main object of each party is gained. Russia re- 
ceives money which she badly needs ; and China regains a 
province which she greedily desires. It must not be imagin- 
ed, however, that the bargain will be accepted as an unmixed 
good by China. It contains many stipulations that must 
be very bitter to the most conservative of governments. In 
official circles it will stil) be regarded in the light thrown 
upon it last spring by an official of the Han Lin (or Forest 
of Pencils) college, whose sturdy memorial to the throne 
made the ex-Minister to Russia’s slender tenure of life 
doubly precarious. 

The treaty concluded in 1860 between Prince Kung and 
the Russian plenipotentiary, Ignatieff, provided for the 
establishment of Consulates of the latter’s nationality at 
Kashgar and Urg. ‘The more recent arrangement stipu- 
lates for similar institutions at the principal towns along 
the whole route from Kai Yu Kuan, the westernmost gate 
of the great wall, in Kansuh, to Hankow on the Yang-tze 
Kiang. This line is to be opened to the travel and trade 
of Russians, who may carry firearms,—a privilege denied 
to Chinese of the mercantile and agricultural classes,—and 
establish depéts or factories in the places where they have 
consulates. Thronghout the whole of Mongolia and the 
provinces of Tien Shan, Nanlu and Tien Shan Pehlu, 
that is to say in the entire realm of extra-mural China, 
they will be exempt from payment of duties on their mer- 


chandize. Minor questions as to remission of taxes on’ 


inferior tea transported in Russian caravans within proper 
China, the restoration of cattle lost, stolen or strayed on 
the borders, and international police regulations are con- 
sidered. This is about the gist of the convention. Patri- 
otic Chinese opinion will for the present be of the same 
- nature as that.expressed by one of its exponents twelve 
months ago. 

This sub-reader of the great university argued that the 
opening of the trade route to Hankow would be the virtual 
surrender of whole towns and districts in Shensi, Kansuh, 
Hupeh, Hunan and Shansi to foreign control. Russia 
would be virtually brought nine hundred miles nearer 
to China in Manchuria. A more interesting point was 
ably touched by the petitioner :—‘ As far as the inland 
navigation of rivers is concerned all the foreign gorern- 
ments have already asked for the privilege without obtain- 
ing it. If this privilege be uow conceded to the Russians, 
other treaty uations wil! follow their example successively.” 
Under their ‘‘ most favored nation” clauses they will have 
right and power to do so. This is the matter, after all, 
that is of chief moment to western powers, who should 
relinguish their old traditions of diplomatic egoism in 
favor of new and really cosmopolitan principles. Has an 
Isthmian canal to be pierced, what matter by what 
nation the work be done and protected ? Should a railway 
be coustracted between two great centres of commerce, 
need the Duke of Mudford, the value of whose property it 
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doubles, complain that he is excluded from the share- 
list 2? Andif Central China is to be opened to foreign trade 
and residence it. is of small importance who the pioncers 
shall be. In a mere matter of mercantile competition the 
country, like the firm, that best supplies the demand will 
be adjudged the worthiest. ; 

We might here dismiss the subject; but the Chinese 
critic of the Livadia convention has a few words to say 
which show that it is not so much Russian barter as 
Russian territorial encroachment that is to be dreaded. 
Against this, of course, China should provide. If she 
were really one in the comity of nations, she would find 
friends to uid licr in the conservation of her imperial inte. 
grity. Meanwhileitis the opinion of the strongest and most 
experienced foreign diplomatists in Peking that the enforce. 
ment of the modified form of Chung How’s treaty will be a 
real benefit to China herself, and that the humiliation which 
it implies is merely superficial, and not to be considered in 
view of the national development which should accrue 
from its operation. Let who will ring the knell of Cathay- 
an exclusivism : let who will help to bury its past: it will 
be impossible to shut the doors on those who will flock to 
festivities that will naturally accompany the second birth 
of a nation. 








THE ARMAMENT OF SHERE ALI’S ARMY.* 





Afghanistan is a nation of soldiers, every adalt being 
(apart from any militury traiuiug he may receive) a ready 
swordsman aud a fair shot. In our old wars we found but 
little organisation existing among the followers of the Dost 
aud his son, Mahomed Akhbar, and the discipline of our 
troops told in the long run against the masses they bad to 
face. Afyhanistan then produced, as a writer, has said, 
nothing but stones end men: the stone made good sungars, 
and thousands of men were always ready to defend them. 
But after Shere Ali had assumed the Ameership, a change 
came ever the “war department” of the conntry: that 
shrewd sovereign had his cyes opened to the necessity for 
having something more than an unlimited supply of men to 
fight his battles, and after his visit to India, in 1869, be 
began to cast about for means whereby ho could arm and 
equip his troops in civilised fashiou. Fortunately for his 
project, he was on the best of terms at that time with the 
Indian Government, and among the valuable presents he 
carried back with him to Cabal were a siege-train (consist- 
ing of four 18-prs. and two S-iu. howitzers), a mountain 
battery of six guns, 5,000 Snider rifles, 15,000 Enfields, 
and no less than 1,000,000 rounds of ball ammunition. 
This was the .ground-work upon which be hoped to build 
up a well-equipped army, with artillery sufficient to make 
himself feared by all his neighbours, and respected both by 
the English and Russian Governments, upon his relations 
with which might ultimately depend the safety of his kiog- 
dom. ‘To aman of less energy than Shere Ali the project 
he took in hand would have seemed so full of difficulties 
that it might have been rensonably abandoned after a fait 
trial ; but the then Ameer was a mac of stubborn self-will, 
and his mind once made up, nothing could tura bim from 
his ohject. ‘The story of his successful struggle to create 
an army of all arms on the European pattern can be best 
told by reference to a report drawn up on information sup- 
plied by various sirdurs and artizans since our occupation 
of Cubnl. Lieut. N. Chamberlain, Extra Assistaut Politi- 
cal Officer, is the compiler of this valuable report which 
gives in detail an account of Shere Ali’s steady progress in 
the armament of his kingdom, until he made the fatal mis- 
take of quarrelling with the British. One cannot fail to be 
struck with astonishment at the rapidity with which guus 
were miade, rifles imitated, and cartridges turned out by 
the 100,000 in a country which boasts of bat few resources. 

Shere Ali could easily enough make regiments of infan- 
try and cavalry, dress them after the fashion of the men he 
had seen paraded in India, and drill) them in a lew simple 
movements. If he were guilty of the solecism of making 
rete eee — 
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Highlanders mount on horseback, there was no great 
blunder committed ; they were bis mounted rifles, and 
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creat number of small brass-guns for mountain batteries were 
also made. ‘The old orduauce was broken up, and new guus 


wero not likely to come to grief, as every Afghan is more | were cast in the Bala Hissar arsenal, the boring and polishiug 


or less of n horseman. But in the question of artillery the 
Ameer had to face a problem which must have cost him 
much anxious thought. The old brass cannon which had 
been used for many years as wall pieces in the different 
fortresses of Afghanistan, sank into insignificance when 
compared with the guns Lord Mayo had given him. The 
latter were few in number, and it was all-important they 
should be multiplied, so that if three or four armies took 
the field, each should have its due complement of guus. 
There were skilled artizans in Cabul who had made brass 
guns, and one of these, nomed Surferaz, was given funds hy 
Shere Ali and peremptorily ordered to turn out guns on the 
pattern of the siege train and mountain batiery which had 
lately arrived from India. The unlucky man tried his best, 
but at the end of 2 few mouths his work was pronounced a 
failure; and ns ho had spent 12,000 Re. in his experi- 
ments, he was summarily thrown into prison, and all his 
property confiscated. This was his reward for obeying the 
orders of a tyrant. But Shere Ali was not to be foiled ; 
and rightly attributing the failure to want of technical 
knowledge, he sent the uncle of Surferaz, Dost Mahomed, a 
skilled gunsmith, to Pesbawur, to be instructed in the 
mysteries of rifled guns. Dost Mahomed may be allowed 
to tell his own story, as it is full of interest. He saya :— 

“I am a Cabuli by birth, anda gunsmith. My father 
was a gunsmith before me. After Shere Ali’s return from 
India, I wns sent to Peshawur with a letter to Colonel 
Pollock, the Commissioner there, in which he was asked to 
allow me to visit the arsenal, aud see how the rifled guns 
were made. I remained in Peshawur for three mouths, 
until the permission of Government arrived. I then visit- 
ed the arsenal daily, and saw exactly how everything was 
done ; and on my departure I was given models of guns in 
wood, with complete drawings of the details. I returned 
to Cabul, and with these models and some complete models 
of rifled breech-loading Armstrongs which had been given 
to the Ameer during his visit to India, I began work. I 
had three principal assistants: my nepbew, Surferaz (who 
had then been liberated), Mahomed Ali, and a man named 
Rashed. Any number of workmen were at my disposal, as 
I had only to state the number I required and they were 
impreseed from .among the city smiths. Before commenc- 
ing a gun, a sum of money was given to me which I was 
not to exceed. 

“The following were the prices in Cabuli rupees :— 


Rs. 
Fiold POW ince iocesascacecstek veins ——— Wee 1500 
R.H.A. gun .............. — 1000 
Mountain gun ............. — ——— .-.. 300 
x, (laminated steel) ..................... 600 


“T never cither lost or gained much by my contract. 
The iron for the guns came principally from India—some 
through Shikarpur, some from Peshawur. A small quanti- 
J was procured from Bajour and Zurwut. The core of 
the gun was first welded by hand on an iron bar, of the 
required length and diameter. Long strips of iron having 
been placed all round the core, they were well hammered 
together, and bands of iron placed over all, to keep every- 
thing in its place. The guu was then bored out by the 
machinery at the water-mills of Deb-i-Afghanan. The 
Machinery for these mills was set up by a Hindustani, 
nawed Muah Khan. He learned his trade from a negro, 
uamed Belal, who was taught by one Ibrahim, a native of 
Ispahan, who came years ago from Persia to the service of 
sultan Jan, Inte Governor of Herat. ‘The gun was then 
rifled by hand, the breech-block and details completed, 
poliehed by machinery, and banded over to the arsenal. 
The strength of the guus was never proved by heavy 
Charges being fired out of them, and they were at once 

eu into use. Out of all the guns I have made only one 

as burst. I could turn out four or five guns a month if 
Necessary. My pay was 70 Rs. a month, and I occasional- 
J received presents.” 

This was not a bad example of what perseverance can 
Recomplish ; for the guus manufactured are said by our 
Fulners to be very well made, lacking only finish. ‘The 
———— breech-loaders would be creditable to an 
see if they cannot be used for the defeaces of Sherpur. A 
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dglish founder, and we are now taking many of then (o | 


being done at the Deh-i-Afghanan waters-mills. ‘The alloy 
used in these brass guns contuins a larger percentage of cop- 
per than we generally use. The water-mills to which 
reference lins been made enn still be seen: a huge wheel 
with a Jong wooden shaft, in which the boring-toul was 
fixed. With such simple means it seems almost impossible 
that heavy guns could be bored ; but still the work was 
done—slowly, it is true, but effectually. The mauufacture 
of small-arms was not such a success. Kovtnb-ud-din, a 
Cabul guusmith, was placed in charge of the Bala Hissar 
arsenal, and workmen under his direction wade 2000 
Sniders and 8000 Enfields. The Afghans placed bat little 
faith in their imitation of our rifles ; they fouud that the 
breech-action of the Snider would not act, the extractor 
often failing to throw out the cartridge-case after firing, 
while the grooving of the Enficlds was so imperfect that 
the barrel quickly got “ leaded "—+.e., the grooves were 
filled with lead stripped from the bullet as it was driven out 
by the charge. It is worth remarking that in the Ameer’s 
palace were found several riflcs of differeut patterns (the 
French Chassepot among them), and each had its Cabali 
imitation. No doubt various experiments were made 
before the Snider was finally adopted. ‘There was never 
any lack of gunpowder in Cabyl, as the Ameer employed 
six contractors to turn ont the quantities he needed. Each 
mill could make two maunds a day, so that the total daily 
out-turn on aa emergency would be nearly 1000 Ibs. 
These coutracters also were ready to start other smaller 
mills during war-time, so that doubtless a ton of powder 
could have been supplied every day 80 long as funds were 
forthcoming. The composition of the powder was 75 parts 
of saltpetre, 10 of sulphur, and 15 of charcoal. Bamian 
supplied the sulphur, with occasional small quantities from 
Hazara and the Derajat. Saltpetre abounds near Cabul, 
aud excellent charcoal is made from the thousands of small 
willow-trees which line every water-course in Chardel and 
and the near valleys. The coarse-grain powder for muzzle- 
londing guos was paid for at the rate of 2 Rs. per lb., 
while that used for breech-loading field gans and for rifles 
was 3 Rs. per Ib. The powder, as a rule, is far iuferiur to 
that of European make, as the Afghans do not understand 
the final process of glazing, which adds so much to the 
strength of the composition. Shot and shell were strictly 
copied from the patterns brought from Iudia, but time 
fuzes were not understood. A bursting charge—the secret 
of which was held by a Herati—was used, and not until 
just before the war of 1879 were fazes made iu the Bala 
Hissar. They are uot a success, the delicate nature of the 
fuze not being properly appreciated. In the matter of 
small-arm cartridges the Afghan smiths deserve much credit. 
Sixty of them were constantly engaged in the Bala Hissar 
arsenal making up cartridges, and their Suider ammuuition 
is excellent. ‘Che cases are male by hand, and are teebui- 
cally known as “solid cold-drawn brass.” The bases are 
very strong, aud the cases can be refilled many times. In 
a country whore there is no machinery (ss in England) for 
turning out millions of enrtridges in a few days, this is a 
great advantage. Two clever Cabulis, Safi Abdul Latif 
and Safi Abdul Hak, invented a machine for making per- 
cussion caps, equal to turning out 5000 a day. The 
detouating composition is fairly good, but spoils if the caps 
are kept for two or three years. Considering there were 
millions of caps still in the unopened boxes sent from Dum- 
Dum arsenal to Shere Ali, native-made caps were not much 
needed. Gun-carilages and limbers were made on the En- 
glish pattern ; the guns captured iu the disastrous business 
of 1841-2 serving as models, in addition to the siege-train 
given by Lord Mayo. 

Among Shere Ali’s other improvements in his “ war 
department ” was the establishment of a Clothing Depart- 
ment, which had for its objec: the equipment of his soldiers 
in proper uniforms, The tunics, trousers, kilts, gaiters, 
helmets, &c., are all neatly made; aud as each soldier 
reccived a new uniform every two years, the regular regi- 
ments ought to have been smart and well set-up. That 
they were not so was chiefly due to the laxity of discipline 
and the incompetence of their officers. Pouch-belts and 
bayonet-frogs on the English pattern were served out, and 
the cavalry were all furnished with new swords, slightly 


ec a — — — — — — — — — — 


curved like those used by our own soars. The stect is 
generally very soft, but the blade is well tempered, and 
takes an edge so keen that even a slight blow leaves a deep 
gash.. Shere Ali’s nmbition, while thus perfecting Jriss 
armatnent, was to build a fortress of huge dimensions, and 
Sherpur was accordingly begun. Tho subsidy paid yearly 
by the Indian Government gave him money to lavish in 
this direction, and the cantonments our troops are now 
occupying wero laid out ona acale that evon to European 
ideas seems cnormous. The fortress was to have heen in 
tho shape of a huge square, with walls 3000 yds. long, 
and ou the Bemaru heights, in the middle, a strong citadel 
was to have risen—the “ New Bala Hissar.” At the foot 
of the southern slope, below the citadel, a spendid pnlace 
was mapped out, the strong foundations of which even now 
show how imposing the building would have beeu. Shere 
Ali’s quarrel with the British put an end to his ambitious 
schemes, and Sherpur remains to this day incomplete ; 
while, away in the Hazar Darukht defile, thousands of logs 
are lying, rendy squared, which the Jajis had got ready 
for the barracks which will now never be built. 

Lieut. Chamberlsin, in summarising the result of his 
interesting enquiries into Afghan armaments, makes out 
the following tabular statement :— 


Number of Guns previous to War of 1878-9. 


English siege-train (elephant) ...........+. —— 6 
Cabuli * —— ——10 
ry) ” — ecccccccs ceccee coccccece cocce - +18 
breech -loaders, 89 
Horsed guns... | —— —— 145 
{ breech -loaders, 6 
Mountain guns 7 muzzle-londers, 48 ~ ..... ........ -- 150 
( brass, 96) 
Various small guns of position ...........cccccccccssccceees . 460 


Deduct guus captured, 1879-80 


Gans remaining in country ........... - 123 


These are believed to be chiefly in Herat and Tarkistan. 
The uumber of rifles entored in the Government books as 


having been issued to the troops are— 

English Sniders .................06068 susie owas 5000 
— Eeldddd.. 15000 
„rifled carbines — .............................. 1200 
» Brunswick rifles ..... .............. 1400 
» Lower muskels. ............. — 1000 
envralry pistols ............. 1045 

banJ.. 2189 
» Enfields ......... errr eee sdbsiasesrdetacsteces: Sale 
» ifled carbines...... J ———— 5x9 

Kandahari Enfields ..... .. 458 

Herati 666666 516 

Various kinds for cavalry (double-barrelled, &c., ... 1553 

Smooth-bores (probably many Tower muskets) 1418 


1300 


Total 49875 


Of these, 742 English Enfields, 560 English Suiders, and 
6427 muskets, Cabuli Sniders and Enfields, fliné muskets, 
&c., have been given up, leaving 43,146 small-arms in the 
country. 

It is worth noticing that no information could be got as 
to whence the English rifled carbines, Brunswick rifles, 
Tower muskets, and cavalry pistols were obtained. The 
Brown 8esses were, perhaps, part of those taken in 1841-2. 
This estimate of arms, i¢ should be remembered, takes no 
account of the many thousands of jhezails, native pistols, 
Ce., in the hands of tribesmen. The totals are sufficiently 
great to prove that the late Shere Ali had placed Afghanis- 
tan on such a military footing that he may have well 
believed he could, with the mountain barriers be$ween 
Cubul and India, defy any force the British could apare to 
send against him. He was grievously mistaken: his 
weakness lying in the want of discipline among his troops, 
and the inenpacity of their leaders. Tho cost of the army 
which he had raised and equipped was a serious item in 
his exchequer accounts, if he ever kept any. Lieut. Cham- 
berluin computes it at 19,21,195 Cuabuli rupees, of which 
17,81,233 Re, weut for pay to the army, 1,20,235 Rs. for 
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Flint muskets ................. cacdevesacceansdeenceebetesas 
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arsennl expenses (not including Herat and ‘Turkistan), and 
19,727 Re. for uniform, Considering that Major Hastings, 
chief Political Officer here, lins calculated the whole revenue 
of Afghanistan at only 79,82,390 Rs., it will thus appear 
that nearly one-fourth of the revenue was lavished in 
military expenditure. ‘The Ameer ought reasounbly to 
have expected his army to have made a better defence of 
his kingdom against invasion than the weak struggle at 
Ali Musjid and the Peiwar Kotal. After the present 
campaign, Afghanistan can never hope to rise to the posi- 
tion it occupied under Shere Ali. ‘The easy capture of 
Cabul and 214 guns is a blow that ever a Dost Mahomed 
would find hard to recover from; and ‘we have yet to 
destroy the Bala Hissar before we return to Ludia. 


— — — — — — — — 


— — —— — — — 


REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
Lonpon, 4th April, 1881. 
The Athens Press urges immediate action, but it is ex- 
pected that Greece will acquiesce with the Great Powers 
if urged to do so. 


— — — — 
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Lonpon, 8th April, 1881. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proposes a reduction 
of one penny in the income tax and the gradual abolition 
of the duty on plate, as he expects a surplus of £300,000 
over the expenditure. 





(Surriiep to THE “‘ Honexona Dairy Press.” } 
Loudon, Mareh 23rd. 

The House of Lords has finally passed the Arms (Ireland) 
Bill. 

A mine has beeu discovered under the Palace of the 
Czarewitch. 

The Boers have accepted the conditions of peace pro- 
sosed, which provide for the complete autonomy of the 
‘Transvaal under the suzerainty of the Queen. The British 
Government is to control foreign relations and a British 
Resident will reside at the capital. 

A Royal Commission is to be appointed to arrange frou- 
tier questions, ‘he Boers are to disperse, but the British 
garrisons will remnin peuding the definite settlement of 


affairs. 
London, March 26th. 


The Opera House at Nice has been completely burned 
down; nearly a hundred people perished. 

A vote of want of coufidence in the Government respect- 
ing Kandahar has been dofeated. 

The colonists of Natal are discontented with the condi- 
tions of peace. 

The Greek frontier question has assumed a threateuiug 
aspect. 


—_—— — 





MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


The steamer Orestes left Hongkong for this port on Thursday 
morning. 


The Governer of Kanagawa, who is an active member of the 
Yokobama Rowing Club, paid a visit to the new boat-house 
on Friday afternoon. He was met by some of the Committee 
who showed him over the building, which, with the various 
boats, he iuspected very minutely. 

We believe there is a chance of the club being allowed to 
have a gateway opening direct from its compound to the bund, 
thus obviating the detour via the hatoba gates, through old boats, 
suinpans and general odds and ends. If this can be arranged . 
it with be a great convenience. 


We learn from the Shanghai Courier that His Majesty, the 
King of the Sandwich Islands, left for Tientsin in the steamer 
Puatah on the morning of the 27 ultimo, at half-past nine 
o'clock. It is possible that His Majesty will proceed to 
Peking, in which case, he will be absent from Shanghai about 
a fortnight. If the King only goes to Tientsin, he will returo 
to Shanghai in about a week. 

The same paper states that “the Chineso troops which were 
sent to Shang Hai Kuan from Hankow during the Russian 
scare, are beginning to return to their homes. The Leeyuen 
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brought upwards of 1,000 soldiers, and she leaves again for| In the Londux and China Express received by last mail we 
Hankow shortly. We noticed a number of the men wandering | read that a shouting match between Mr. Scott, the English 
about the Settlements to-day, admiring the sights and visiting | champion, and Dr. Carver, the leading shot of the United 
the shops. They are described as an unruly set, and some of | States of America, has been held on the Union Club Ground, 
them got into a fracas in Hongkew this afternoon.” at Hendon. The stakes were £200 aside, each shooting at 100 
pigeons from a 30 yards’ rise. Speculation was very brisk, the 
Englishman being slightly the better favourite, and not since 
the celebrated Transatlantic contest between Captain Bogardas 
and Mr. Aubrey Coventry, three years since, for £1,000, at 
Brighton, has a similar competition excited so much interest in 
England. The American won the match by four birds. 







































According to our Nagasaki contemporary several cases of 
cholera are reported as having occurred in China. The U.S. 
8. Ashuelot was flying the cholera flag at Shanghai on the 26th 
ult., and the P.& O. 8.8. Kashgar was quarantined upou 
arrival in Hongkong, from Shanghai, on the 19th, 


In the columns of a Loudon paper we read that a new secret 
Communistic society, called “The Southern Workmen's 
Union,” bas been discovered at Kieff. In the programme of 
this society, which has fallen into the hands of the Russian 
police, it is stated that the society repudiates all pacific methods 
of operation, such as agitating among the working men by 
means of pamphlets or conversation, for this “leads to nothing.” 
An open iusurection, it is added, would be equally useless, 
since the masses of the people in Russia are not sufficiently 
organized to rise against the Government with any prospect of 
success. No faith is to be placed in the promises of liberal re- 
forms being calculated merely to strengthen the bourgeoise 
and the ruling classes. The only effectual means of carrying 
on the struggle would be “to imitate the syatem pursued in 
Ireland of secretly murdering landowners and destroying their 
property.” By such means a small body of men may attain 
great revolutionary results ;” and it is the object of the South- 
ern Workmen's Union to apply this system of terrorixm to the 
landowners and other proprietors of Russia. The manufactur- 
ers are to be terrorized into granting the demands of their 
workmen for higher wages, etc., by being threatened with 

amassination if they do not comply. The consequence will be 
that “the Russian artisans generally will become conviuced of 
the power of the secret organization, and will eventually join 
it.” Government officials, too, are to be terrorized into abstain - 
ing from all interference with the doings of the society by the 
assassination of those who attempt such interference. Finally, 
any local disputes between landowners and peasants, or manu- 
facturers and workmen, are to be taken advantage of for the 
purpose of securing the adherence of the peasants and workmen 
to the society. 


From the London and China Express we take the following 
account of the race for the Sculling Championship, a 
stake of £500 a-side, and the Sporteman Challenge Cup, 
between Edward Hanlau, of Toronto, and Elias O. 
of Sydney, New South Wales, which came off on the 14th Feb., 
over the usual course from the Star and Garter, at Putaey, 
to the University winning-post, at Mortlake, a distance of four 
miles and a quarter. The race was originally fixed for the 
17th Jan , but in consequence of the ice in the river it had to 
be postponed. It will be remembered that the Canadian beat 
Tricket with ridiculous ease in their match, and that Laycock 
scored a gallant victory over Wallace Ross, Hoamer, Warren 
Smith, aud other competitors in the subsequent regatta, in 
which Hanlan did not take part It was then generally felt 
that the two cracks should not be permitted to return home 
without a meeting, and, after lengthened negotiations, the 
present match was arranged. Hanlan, who is nearly twenty- 
six years of age, weighed 10st. 9 Ib. when he stepped into his 
boat. Laycock is some years older than his opponent and, 
acales 12st. 4Ib. An immense number of people congregated 
on the towing-path, and the four boats that accompanied 
the race were well filled; indeed, there was about the 
largest attendance of spectators that has ever been seen 
at a professional match. The start was effected shortly 
after two o'clock, Hanlan being the favourite at odds 
of four and five to one. The result justified the 
betting, the Canadian holding the lead from start to finish. By 
the time Hammeramith-bridge was reached, where many thous- 
ands of persons had congregated, he was about four lengths in 
front of the Australian. After this he held a lead varying 
from two to four or five lengths during the remainder of the 
couree, and fiually passed the winning-post at Mortlake a win- 
ner by some half-a-dozen lengths. Layoock rowed a most 
plucky and determined race throughout, and although it was 
manifest after the first half mile that his chances of success 
were almost hopeless, he stuck to his work with unflinching 
perseverance. Hanlan showed that he had a lot in hand, as he 
not only alowed down to about twenty-five strokes per minute 
during the last portion of the journey, bat over and over again 
looked over his shoulder in order to make certain that his 
course was clear, and in various other minor ways conducted 
himself as if out for an exercise spin. By this victory in this 
match Hanlan becomes absolutely entitled to the challenge 
cup, which he has won on two occasions previously—on June 
16, 1879, when he beat William Elliott, on the Tyne; and on 
Nov. 15, 1880, when he defeated Edward Trickett, on the 
Thames. The proprietors of the Sportsman have intimated 
their intention to present another cap for fature competition. 

Hanlan sculled in the Canada, a boat built by Warin, of 
Toronto, and in the same craft in which he defeated Trickett 
in November last. She carried onher bows an oblong cedar 
windboard about 18 in. in length and 6 in. in height, which 
prevents the stern of the boat paying off when there is a side 
wind, and keeps her straight much better than a rudder which 
has to be worked by the feet, and which is coasequently liable 
to be used unnecessarily. Laycock used a Swaddle and 
Winship boat, which had a rudder affixed to the stern and 
worked with the ordinary steering gear on the stretcher. 


The St. James's Budget of the 18th ultimo contains the 
following description of a preliminary trial to test the 
practicability of employiug compressed air ins‘ead of steam as 
the motive-power for au underground railway. “The trial 
took place on the Metropolitan line, during the absence 
of ordinary traffic. The engine employed was one of Beau- 
mont’s compressed-air locomotives and was originally made 
for a tramway. It was not large enough to draw a 
complete train, the wheels being ouly thirty inches in 
diameter. The inventor, Colonel Beaumont, R.E., was pre- 
sent, together with Mr. Tomlinson, chief engineer of the line ; 
Colonel Frank Bolton, Major Ardagh, of the War Office, aud 
several other gentlemen. A start was made from the Ohapel- 
street works of the railway company near the Edgware-road 
Btation. The engine ran to Baker-street, where it was shunted 
on to the St. John’s Wood line to pick up a carriage, which 
most of the party entered in order to continue the journey. 
The engine then ran from Baker-street to Mouryrate-street. 
On the return journey, after a halt at King’s-croas, the engine 
ran without a stop to Edgware-road, the distance between the 
two stations—which is for the greater part an ascent of 1 in 
100—being performed in eight minutes, or less than the 
average time taken by the ordinary trains. The total distance 
run, including the shunting, was about eleven miles, and the 
weight moved, including the engine itself, was about 20 tons. 
The engine commenced with an initial pressure of 1,000 pounds 
on the square inch, and when the run wag finished the gauge 
showed a remaining pressure of 300 pounds in the cylinders. 
The engine was perfectly under control throughout the trial, 
and was started and stopped with the greatest euse. Further 
experimental trials will be made on the Metrupolitan line, but 
for the present the result is considered highly satisfactory.” 
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A telegram from Constantinople of the 16th Feb. (says the 
same paper) states that a Japanese Commissioner had 
arrived there, and ha@ an iuterview with the Minist-r 
for Foreign Affairs for the purpose of establishing direct 
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commercial relations with Turkey. The chief articles 
for which the Commissoner wishes to create a market in Con- 
stantinople are tea and silk, and with this view he proposes 
that a direct lino of steamers should be organised. The Porte 
seems disposed to entertain favourably the overtures made by 
the Japanese Government, and tho Council of Ministers will 
shortly examine a project for sending a diplomatic agent to 
Japan to conclude a commercial treaty with the Mikado. This 
Commissoner will probably be Yoshida, who went to Turkey 
ast year on a similar mission. 

The London Correspondent of the Jfanchester Guardian 
writes :—‘ The latest news from Persia does not promise quiet 
times in that empire. The eldest son of the Shah, who bears the 
title of Zil-es-Sultan, or “ Shadow of the Shah,” has left his 
seat of governorship at Ispaban, and has gone to Teheran, ready, 
it is stated in telegrams, to lend bis father a large sum of money 
he requires, upon condition that certain powers of government 
are granted to himself. From the other side it is reported 
that there are complaints against the government of the Crown 
Priuce at Tabreez. The Shah long since notified to the Powers 
that his second son, the Governor of Tabrees, had been nomi- 
nated heir-apparent, to the exclusion of his elder son, the Go- 
vernor of Ispahan. ‘The reason of thisis that in Persia it is 
usual to select as heir the son of the highest-born mother ; and 
the Shah's second wife was a princess, not the first ; but the 
Zil-es-Sultan, who has racked Central Persia for years for his 
own advantage, and has acquired great wealth by great tyranny, 
is much the more determined of the two young men ; and little 
doubt is felt that the powers he is now asking from the Shah 
are to be made the basis of an attempt to grasp the imperial 
succession at the death of the present Shah. That event might, 
in the opinion of sume who are well acquainted with Central 
Asian politics, lead to a civil war of North against Svuth in 
Persia, a war in which it would be very difficult to avoid the 
protection of Russia for the northern belligerent, leading to 
that of England for those who contended for empire in the 
south. The division of Persia under such patronage into north 
and south is regarded as one of the possibilities of the future 
which this fraternal quarrel may bring about.” 


The Berlin correspondent of the Times has addressed to 
that journal a summary, compiled from a series of articles 
which lately appeared in the Kreuz Zeifung, on the subject 
of the Boer rising in South Africa. He. says “The rights 
and wrongs of the English in South Africa, the sub- 
stance of which deserves to be placed before your readers in 
summary form as being the reasoning of a man who is not only 
extensively acquainted with the Transvaal himself, but who 
also now, from his pecular position here, has access to the fullest 
and most impartial materials for judging of political events in 
the Boer States. The writer commences by referring to the 
representations lately made to Prince Bismarck by the West 
Gerwan Society for Colonization and Export in favour of the 
imyerilled interests of Germany on the west coast of Africa, 
but-contends that it went much too far in declaring for the 
independence of the Transvaal Republic, and asserts that similar 
demonstrations in Holland, Germany, and even in England 
could only have been made iu total ignorance of the facts. At 
the outset, reasons the writer, it must be confessed that looking 
at the matter from the theoretical side of England's claim to 
South Africa, it was that Power, and not Holland, which first 
annexed ground there, two English ship captains having in 
1620-—that is, 32 years before the Dutch arrived—in the name 
of their Government, taken possession of the territory now 
occupied by Cape Town, It was the same, too, with the colony 
of Natal, where the region surrounding the harbour of Durban 
was presunted to the English in 1828 by the Zulu king Chaku. 
Here the English Government was represented in the person of 
Colonel Gardiner, who subsequently died of hunger in Pata- 
gonia; and although the colony towards 1840 was abandoned 
for severul years on account of Zulu inroads, the fort raised 
to overawe the savages unquestionably stood on English 
ground. ‘he writer then proceeds to sketch the conflicts for 
thix region hetween the Boers and thé British, ending in the 
defeat of the former, and thus strengthening the property titles 
of the latter. And so it wus, too, with the Orauge Free State, 
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On the principle that nemo patest exuere patriam, tho Cape Go- 
vernment still continued to regard as its proper subjects the 
Boers who migrated northwards beyond the Orange River, 
created a separate magietracy for themselves at Colesburg, and 
concluded an alliance with the Griquas for their protection. 
But when the Boers, improving in strength, attempted to wrest 
the land altogether from the Griquas, aud were put down by 
them with the help of the English, who had established their 
government over the vanquished at Bloemfontein, this was a 
perfectly fair act; and when again the Boers, under Andreas 
Pretorius, rose in rebellion, the English were justified in sup- 
pressing it and annexing the disturbed region. The present 
independence of the Orange Free State is due to the initiative 
of the English, who, in 1854, feeling it-to be a burden on them, 
permitted the Boers to shape their political state to their mind, 
and the rights then conferred are still respected by England. 
With reference to the Transvaal also, the English, in 1877, had 
got formal right on their side, for by section 4 of the treaty 
with Andreas Pretoreus in. 1852, freeing the Baers of that 
province, it was expressly stipulated that, as the English 
made it a principle of their government to protect the 
native races, there should be no slavery or slave dealing 
carried on in the Republic—a bargain its citizens have no- 
toriously broken. The form of slavery may have been 
avoided, but the “ inboeken,” or registration of native orphans 
introduced was nothing buta crafty method of traffic in hu- 
man beings, known as “black ivory;” and in order to get 
possession of these orphans, whom their patrons were entitled 
to keep till their 24th year, though they generally disposed of 
them before that, it was no uncommon thing for the Boers to 
surround villages and shoot down the parental inhabitants 
for the sake of their offspring. The English Government was 
in possession of proofs of the existence of this form of slavery, 
and if in annexing the Transvaal it did not make public use of 
them, this was probably to spare the sensibilities of certain of 
the Boers belonging to the dying-out generation. It cannot, 
therefore, argues the writer, be said that the English had no 
formal right to interfere with them, though of much more 
account was their material claim to dominion in South Africa. 
And then he goes on to speak of the great sacrifices and services 
of England in South Africa, her protection of the coloured 
races from the maltreatment of the Boers, and of the dangers 
and disadvantages that would accrue, not only to the whole 
southern part of the Continent, but also to the Transvaal - 
iteelf if England were to draw back her hand. Descending to 
details, the writer then easays to show that no single Boer 
State would probably now be in existence in all ‘South Africa 
but for the huge sacrifices in men and money made by Eng- 
land ; and, further, that the annexation of the Transvaal in 
1877 unquestionably saved it from the dissolving influences of 
feud and hopeless bankruptcy within and the disintegrating 
forces of Cetywayo and Secoceni from without. 

These reasonings are important as coming from an authority 
of the first order and interesting as appearing in the columus 
of a highly Conservative German paper. 


“To draw, or not to draw, that’s the question : 
Whether "tis safer in the player to take 
The awful riek of skinning for a straight, 

- Or, standing pat, to raise ’em all the limit, 
And thus, by bluffing, get it. To draw, to skin ; 
No more—and by that skin to get a full 
Or two pair, or the fattest, bouncin’ kings 
That lack is heir to; ‘its a consummation 
Devoutly to be wished. To draw, to skin ; 
To skin ! perchance to bust—aye, there's the rub, 
For in that draw of three what card may come, 
When we have shuffied of th’ uncertain pack, 
Must give us pause. There's the respect 
Which makes calamity of a bob-tailed flush. 
For who would bear the overwhelming blind, 
The reckless straddle, the wait on the edge, 
The insolence of pat hands, and the lifts 
That patient merit of the bluffer takes, 
When he himself might be much better off 
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Ry simpty passing. Who would trays uphold, 
And go out on a small progressive raise. 
But that the dread of something after call, 
Tho undiscovered ace-full, to whose strength 
Such hands must bow—puzzles the will 
And makes us rather keep the chips we have 
Than be carious about hands we know not of. 
Thus blaffing does make cowards of ua all, 
And thus the native hue of a four-heart fluah 
Is sicklied with some dark and cussed club; 
And specalators in a juck-pot’s wealth, 
With this regard, their interest turn away, 
And lose the right to open.”—Harekrye. 


YOKOHAMA GENERAI HOSPITAL. 
PaTIENTS DURING THE MAloxTu or Manxci, 1881. 




















~~! . 

we 2 2 Bly |EEI3 

Clansof Patients. “a ' -a !: 64 3 “2 2 
3231343553 
ee he 
Le NRE CEM ARE cae 
9 anaes J 6 | 4: 81] 0 2 | 10 
Qud ......... secveapesess -| 0 0; O 0 0 0 
8rd... eco ecocce erccce ecco 13 9 | 16 0 6 22 
eh et Of lO! hod] ol ol lo 
Charity ...csccsscscosee J} vit! 2} of} of 2 
Potal...c.ccccsceseceeee | 2 | 4) % | 0} 8 | 3 





, STOAkT ELDRIDGE, &.D., 
Surgeon-in-Charge. 


— 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 


(The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chiefly 
rived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 


original sources of information, and are carefully collated and 
edited, sd as make them readable and intelligible. } 
COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that the police arrangements of 
the various foreign settlements being considered insufficient to 
meet increasing requirements, the Government has determined 
to enlarge the appropriatious for the prefectures of Kanagawa, 
Hiogo, and Nagasaki, by tho sums of thirty thousand, twenty 
thousand, and eight thousaud yen respectively, for that par- 
ticular service. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Sanjo, 
Prime Minister, will visit the Atami hot springs on or about 
the 12th inst. 

We learn from the same source that the new criminal law, 
which was to come into force on and after 1st June next, will 
become active at an ealier date; and that the necessary pro- 
cedures fur the investigation of criminal cases in the Supreme 
Court, are now being compiled from the French criminal code. 

Tho Akebono Shinbun says that the term of mourning for the 
late Czar of Russia having expired on the 3rd inst., his 
Majesty the Emperor attends the meetings of the cabinet after 
that date. 

The same paper says it is rumoured in the Police Depart- 
ment that » special secret service is to be established, and 
several detectives will be enrolled. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes :—It has been rumoured that 
Hig Excellency Admiral Enomoto, Minister of the Navy, intends 
tendering his resiguation,in consequence of x memorial of his hay- 
ing been unfavourably received by the Government; and that 
some unpleasantness existed. But now it is suid that the 
object of our Government having reformed the Cabinet in the 
early part of last year was not only for the purpose of separat- 
ing the legislative from the executive power, but at the sume 
time, to abolish gradually the traditional influence of the former 
Poworful Hans. ‘I'bus, for instance, Messrs. Konoand Tanaka, 
who are neither Satsuma nor Choshiu men, have been appoiut- 
ed Ministers of Education und Justice respectively, and Mr. 
Enomoto, belonging to tbe Bakufu, to his present office. 
These new Ministers have, in turn, in order to conform to the 
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Government's views, endeavoured to introduce similar reforms 
their respective Departments. In the Naval Department, of 
which Mr. Kawamura, a Satsoma-man, had been former 
Miuister, almost all the civil officials and naval officers are 
Satsuma men, and on this account the efforts of the new 
Minister are not favourably regarded by them. They have 
gone so far as to formulate a request that the former Minister 
might return to their Depurtment. Nevertheless the new 
Minister is firmly attached to his own views, and, assisted by 
several naval men of ability, is endeavoring to effect a thorough 
reform in our Navy. The rumours about his memoral and 
resignation, therefore, appear to be without foundaliou. 

The same paper atates that His Majesty the Emperor will 
proceeded to the Fukiage park on the 11th instant, to be 
present at the horse races, which are being got up by the mili- 
tary officers attaclied to the General Staff. 

Another paper says it is rumoured that Mr. Nomura, gover- 
nor of Kanagawa prefecture, will shortly be promoted to some 
position in the legislature, and that Mr. Ishii, ex-assistant chief 
of the police, and at present one of the secretaries of the Home 
Department, will succeed to the vacant governorship. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that their Excellencies Matsa- 
kata, Home Minister, and Suno, Finance Minister, went 
together to the private residence of His Excellency Okama, 
Privy Councillor, on the evening of the 5th inst., and thence 
accompanied by him visited His Excellency Iwakura, the Third 
Minister of State, on official business. 

Tho Hochi Shinbun writes:—Their Excellencies Sanjo, 
Prime Minister, General Yamada, Privy Councillor, and Mr. 
Shishido, Minister for China, met at the private residence of 
Bis Excellency General Yamagata, on the 4th inst, for secret 
conference. It it said to have been in connection with the 
Chinese difficulty. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Inouye, 
Minister of the Foreign Department, has been appoiuted one of 
the committed for enquiring iuto the ceremonial to be used on 
the occasion of visits to Japau of foreigners of very high 
distinction. 

Another paper announces that lalcly more than forty officials 
have been dismissed from the Kanayawa Aencho. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that 8,000 troops will take 
part in the sham battles to be held by the Tokio garrison during 
14 days, commencing on the ist instant, in the Narashino 
plain, and that colonel Kodama will command the eastern, and 
Colonel Nogi the western party. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that the Ruidenkwan, having com- 
pleted her repairs, will come to Shinagawa about the 14th inst 
to take in provisions, wheu she will proceed to the north sea for 
surveying purposes, and that the Nisshin and Seiki, which are 
also undergoing repairs, are expected to be ready for sea about 
the middle of next month. The Nisshia, will, it is said, be 
despatched for Chinese waters. 

The same paper contains the following:—In the Naval 
Department, owing to the depreciation of paper currency, the 
appropriation for the 12th fiscal year (ending in July last) was 
found to be insufficicnt by 116,000 yen, and accordingly 
application has been made to the council of state for allotment 
of the balance. The application has recently been granted, and 
subtracting a few minor expeuses, the sam of 113,700 yen has 
been disbursed. 

_ The same paper gives it as arumour that the Nisshin-kwan 
will shortly be despatched to Amoy, Chiua. 

The Choya Shiabun informs us that heretofore the appropria- 
tion for the Yokosuka dockyard was 420,000 yen, part to be 
set aside for naval construction. This was found insufficient 
and it has been decided that hereafter the appropriation will 
be increased to 600,000 yen, by means of savings effected in 
every other section of the Naval Department, and that a large 
man-of-war with be coustructed next year. 

Another paper states a number of cadets in the Shikas 
Gakko (one of the military Colleges) went up for their final 
examination on the 4th instant. The Freuch Minister and 
several Japanese generals and other high Military officers were 
present as spectators. 
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The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes :—The crews and officers on 
board of the Amakikwan in Yokosuka have had much gun 
practice lately, Rumour had it that she was about to be dis- 
patched to China if it had been necessary, but we now hear 
that after sufficient practice, she is to be sent to Korean waters. 
In the dockyard there, several other men-of-war are either 
being repaired or constracted. This was also said to have refer- 
ence to the Chinese difficulty, but according to what we now 
learn these works have been inaugurated because, fortanately, 
there remained a surplus of 150,000 yen out of the appropria- 
tions of the fiscal year. 

‘We learn from the same source that more than ten thousand 
stand of Murata rifles are about to be manufactured for the 
army, and specimens are now being made in the Arsenal ; 
but as each of these rifles is estimated to cost about 160 yen, 
some reduction in the expense will, if possible, be effected. 

INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

A vernacular paper contains the followiug :—The mountain 
of Funakoshi situated between Funakoshi-mura, and Kamakura, 
both in the province of Sagami, penetrates a great way iuto 
the sea, and traders were compelled on this account to go 
round Sagami by sea, but rumour has it that some men 
of enterprise in the prefectures of Kanagawa and Shidsuoka, 
intend making a cutting in the mountain. If this project be 
carried out, the sea route from the port of Amishiro, in the 
Idsu province, to Yokohama and Tokio will be shortened by 
more than ten ri. It isa subject for congratulation that in 
every locality, active men are contemplating farther transport 

The Nicki Nichi Shinbun contains the following report 
received from the Boyeki Sewkwai, at Yokohama, under date 


of Ist instant :— 

The sales of silk on the Slat ult., were as follows :— 
Joahiu filature ...........000 10 bales......@ $635 
— ———— ——— — red 

are @eeoeeeee eesce F $$g +. sSeees0 
Getin ors s 1 y 625 
Ooshiu — 66 
Shinshiu filatare ............ So disse -» 620 & 520 
Tomioke hanks............00. J » 560 
Kaketsa ........0 — BL gg. ——— » 590 
Hamateuki ecccceccs eeccccce e 12 n eocee 99 480 
Total ccscccstensssives 124 bales. 


The same vernacular journal states that in the Yokohama 
Bourse no appreciable change has occurred. On the 2nd inst., 
the market was opened at 181°9, improved to 181-4, and re- 
ceded to 181°55. 

We understand from a native source, that two members of 
the Doshin Kwaisha (Silk trading Company) at Yokohama, left 
for Mareeilles by the French mail steamer Volga, intending to 
establish a house of business at that port. 

The Bukka Shinpo contains the following reports. In Yoko- 
hama, silk is in the same condition as stated in our previous 
isane but more or lese sales are being transacted, and con- 
sequently arrivals are reported every day. By the Oceanic 
189 bales were exported, and by the Volga 706, with 296 bales 
of waste silk. At present stocks are :— 


Filatare eee eee eee 617 bales. 
Hanks eco eee eco eco e 892 ” 
Hamatsuki .. . 576 ,, 
Kakeda os 368 _,, 
Okusen * 110 ,, 
Nagate et 24 ” 
Echizen eee 15 * 
Total... --. 2,602 bales. 


No change has occurred in the price of tea, although stocks 
are scarce. There is little doing and arrivals are scanty. Mer- 
chants are awaiting the arrival of the new season's tea. 

The Afainichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Iwakura, 
Third Minister of State, held a conference with Messrs. Hachi- 
suka Daté and eight other leading nobles, at his private 
residence on the Srd inst. in connection with the proposed 
construction of new railways. 

The same paper has the following :—\r. van Mulder, eugi- 
neer in the Construction Bureau, who has lately been ap- 
pointed to look after matters connected with the proposed 

construction of @ harbour within the line of forte at 
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Tokio, is said to have forwarded to the authorities a document 
containing his views on the subject. In Yokohama, a com. 
mittee was appointed to report upon the advisubility of the 
extension of the present camber, a matter before referred to 
by us, consisting of Messrs. Hara Zenzaburo, Totsnka Sentaro 
and nine other gentlemen. With reference to the proposed 
extension it is decided that a special section for suveyors will 
be opened in the (native) Chamber of Commeros, and that 
some graduates of the Engineering College will be employed 
in that department. 

We take the following from the same source :—Tounsaj 
(thick and strong cotton cluth), manufactured by the Rikisho- 
kusha company at Kumamoto, has become readily saleable, 
and the demand increases daily. Over 200 shizoku have lately 
entered into the company, and an order for spinning machines 
has been sent to Belgium, in order to provide for an iucrease of 
business. It is also reported that one or two members of the 
tea-manufacturing company at Higashikoye, in conjunction 
with: several other business men in the prefectures of Kochi 
and Fakuoka, intend establishing a company for the sale of 
black teas at Yokobamu. It is hoped that branches way be 
started in different cities und prefectures before long, iu oun- 
nection with this trade. 

The same paper also reports that in Yokohama no ap- 
preciable change has occurred in the price of silk. Filature Las 
not fallen in price, but Shinshiu and Kakeda hanks seem to be 
weaker by $20 than before. Waste silk, owing to stock being 
much reduced, is in fair demand. 

The Hochi Shinbun announces that Mr. Yamakawa, director 
of the 108th National Bank, intends establishing a company to 
be known by the name of Kwairio Kwaisha (Refining Com- 
pany) with a view to refine and improve silk and other products 
of Japan. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—In reference to the pro- 
posed construction of a railway between Tokio and Awomori, we 
have to inform our readers that Mr. Yamayoshi, prefect of 
Fokushima Ken, invited to his residence several wealthy far- 
mers and merchants of the districts of Shinobu and Daté on 
the 19th inst., and explained the principles of the establishment 
of the Tetsudo Kuwaisha (Railway Company), instructed them 
that the proposed construction will bea source of wealth in Wou 
and Hokkaido, and advised them, by subscribing to the under- 
taking, to assist this praiseworthy ‘enterprise. Allof them 
agreed to become subscribers. Some are said to have offered 
to invest sums of twenty and even thirty thousand yen. 

A native paper states that the projectors of the Seicha Kwai- 
rio Kwaisha (tea refining company) at Kobe have lately held 
a meeting in the branch office of the specie Bank in that town, 
to deliberate upon the advisability of applying to the authori- 
ties for permission to carry out the project ; and that several 
well-to-do tea merchants there are about to enter the com- 
pany in order to make it a success. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that with reference (0 
the Claret Company, which was about to be established 
at Kita-moto-cho, Asakusa, Tokio, the necessary capital bas 
been raised, and it is likely to be opened about the middle of 
this month. 

The same paper gives the following commercial summary of 
trade in Kobe :—No appreciable chauges are reported in tes. 
Foreigners continue to make small purchases but, as stocks are 
low the market is rather dull, Camphor is unsaleable, both 
buyers and sellers waiting for favourable terms. White-wax, 
aud kanten (u preparation of an edible seaweed) are unchanged, 
but owing to the rise of silver there is little doing in these 
commodities. Copper, owing to its scarcity, is rising steadily ; 
continual purchases by Chinese are reported, but ouly of small 
lots. Some time ago, native merchants seemed slightly inclined 
to demand imports, but owing to the recent extraordinary 
depreciation of paper they have kept back, and are now waiting 
for an improvement in the value of currency. However, # 
stocks coutinue to arrive, foreigners are preasing sales. 

The Choya Shiabun states that in the remote fastnesse? of 
the mountuins iu the province of Hurima there i8 abaudance 
of excellent timber, especially sugi and keyaki wood, which 
hitherto, however, has been but little used owing to defective 
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means of transport. Lately many men of enterprise at 
Himeji, in that province, hase resolved on constructing a 
tramway from Kobe to their own town, witha view to facilitate 
transport. 

The Bukka Shinpo gives the following coinmercial summary 
of trade in Yokohama :—Paper currency continues falling 
more and more ; it seemed at a time likely to fall to 200, but as 
there were some sales of silver it has receded slightiy. On the 
6th inst. the market opened at 181.35, fell to 181.4, improved 
to 180.9, aud again receded to 181. The average iu the morning 
was 181.35 and in the afternoon 180.87. The amounts transact- 

‘ed were 895,000 yen. No change has occurred in either the 
market condition or price of silk ; both buyers and sellers are 
watching each other, but only little business is done. Tea is as 
before, and but few transactions are reported. Foreign cotton 
yaen is declining and the market is dull. Coal, owing to the 
arrival of two or three cargoes, was rather easier some days ago, 
putas there have been no fresh arrivals since that time, it seems 
to be aguin on the advance. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Aainichs Shinbun states :—It is a well recorded fact 
that about 300 years ago, adaimié named Daté Masamune, 
Lord of the Sendai clan, sent one of his vassals, Shikura 
Rokuyemon, to Rome. The vassal brought back an oil painting 
likeness of the then Pope and this was carefully preserved. 
Some years ago, when all the ware-houses &c., were delivered 
over to the Kencho, this picture could not be found, although 
there was a likeness of Shikara himself, as well as several 
official documents written on parchment. Lately, however, 
while a dealer in miscellaneous wares named Fushimi Zenhei, 
at Kokubu machi, Seudai, who is said to be descended from 
an ancient family, was removing his furniture &c., from a 
godown, in order to let his shop, he found a rudely made 
box in one corner of the building. On opening it he discovered 
a likeness, resembling that of Daruma (a well known ancient 
Indian priest). ‘Ihe news soon spread through the town and 
many residents offered to buy it at round prices, but a mau 
named Yamasaki Heigoro succeeded in purchasing it for a 
thousand yen. If this be really the likeness of the Pope men- 
tioned, the antiquaries will be highly pleased at the discovery 
of a treasure so long bidden. 

The Choya Shinbun states that on the 21st ult. the sum of 
100 yen was granted from Imperial Household Department 
to Matajiro, the son of the late Rai Jo, a well known literary 
man and historian, as an offering for religious purposes, in con- 
sideration of his father’s having been loyal to the Imperial 
House, and having rendered a public service by his pub- 
lications. 

A native paper staten that a fire occurred at Nakacho, 
Kanda, Tokio, at 11,15 a.m. on the Ist inst. One hundred and 
thirty six houses were burned down and nineteen damaged. 
The fire is said to have been the work of an intendiary. . 


We take the following from a native paper :—Thirty or 
forty officers of the Russian man-of-war in harbour, visited the 
Exhibition on the 2nd inst. His Imperial Highness Higashi- 
Fushimi-no-miya was also among the visitors, and retuened in 
company with His Highness Kita-Shirakawa-no-miya, the 
President of the Exhibition. The oarly cherry trees in the 
Park are beginning to blossom in consequence of the late rains. 
They will, it is said, be in full bloom on the 7th or 8th inst. 

The visitors to the National Exhibition during week ending 
2ud instant, were «as follows :—On the 27th (Sunday) 6,170 ; 
28th 6,059; 29th 5,557; 30th 5,263; 31st 4,337; Ist April 
9,821; 2nd (Saturday) 8,737. 

The same paper aunounces that a number of gentlemen 
Who are regarded as the leading men of the so-called civilisa- 
tion party in Korea, will, by direction of their King, come to 
Japan for a few months. Que of the party is a very popular 
man amougst Koreans, and another, a relative of the King’s 
wife, is à very importaut dignitary. All the others are 
either privy councillors or other high officials, and it is sup- 
posed that their visit will be of considerable subsequent im- 
portance. 

The Ifainicht Shinbun informs us that ut three o'clock on the 
Morning of the ith iust., auother fire was observed at the rear of a 
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watchmaker's shop at Kawara-machi, Asakuss, Tokio. Favour- 
ed by a strong breeze the flames rapidly spread and were not 
subdued until after 222 houses were completely destroyed, and 
G houses, and 1 large godown considerably damaged. Flying 
sparks caused flames to burst forth in two places at Honjo 
on the opposite side of the Sumidagawa river, but they were 
fortunately extinguished before serious damage resulted. 

A native paper states:—In Niigata a strong 8.W. wind 
sprung up on the night of the 26th ultimo, All the fishing 
boats outside hasteued to take refuge inshore. One of them 
was dragged into a boat-hut on the coast at Ishii-cho, when the 
torch in the boat set the straw shed on fire. The fire spread 
in every direction and was not subdued til) about 500 houses 
were burned down. Many people perished and a large number 
of wounded are reported. This has been a most disastrous 
conflagration. 

This paper also informs us that in the Kioto Exhibition, a 
night watch is constantly kept; and yet on the night of the 
27th ultimo, a thief succeeded in stealing several exhibits valued 
at over 170 yen. Strict investigations are now being made. 

It is stated in the same paper that at Giotoku, Chiba pre- 
fecture, the sparks from the chimney of a steam-boat plying 
between Tokio and that place, set the Daitokuji temple on fire 
about 3 p.m. of the 3rd instant. The fire rapidly spread, and 
entirely consumed as mauy as 300 houses. The residents at- 
tempted to destroy the steam-boat, but the district officials, 
after several efforis, succeeded in preventing them from doing 
any malicious injury. 

The same paper writes :—Several briefless barristers in Ko- 
chi, Tosa province, have established a decidedly novel company, . 
named Saisoku-sha (Danning Company). The intention of the 
Company ix said to be that of collecting pnyment of amounts 
loaned by money-lenders to borrowers, who do not pay up their 
debts. The Company's plau is tozend a negotiator to them once, 
aud if they do not then pay, fifteen or sixteen of the members, 
each carrying a red flag, will go to the borrower's house, one 
after another, and if payment is not made, will erect the flags 
before the building to let the public know how many times the 
borrowers have been asked for payment; thus they will be 
shamed into cashing-up. The company has become very 
prosperous lately, and, in consequence, lawsuits in the Courts 
have diminished in number. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


TOKIO axD YoKoHama SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday 
3rd April, 1881. © 





Passengers, parcels, &C.........00. — . Yen 11,188.16 
Merchandise, &c.............ccsescsseess score gp «= 1,074.88 
Total seciceuce ——— Yen 12,262.99 
Miles open 18. 
Corresponding week last year. 

Passengers, parcels, &C.......0....00 — Yen 8,820.95 
Merchandise, &c.............ccccceceece — 814.20 
Total....... peewideadeucses — Yen 9,635.15 


Miles open 18. 


Kyoto, Kost anp OoTsu SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
3rd April, 1881. 





Passengers, parcels, &c. ..... —E— .Xen 19,988.18 
Merchaudiee, &C. ..c.c.cccecesosecocesessseces 2,793.62 
MOtal —— Yen 22,781.80 


Miles open 58. 
Corresponding week last year. 





Passengers, parcels, KC. ...........ccseceeees Yen 16,976.31 
Merchandiso, &c. ........... ........... » 1,011.44 
VF . ven 18,787.75 


Miles open 55. 


ARRIVAL OF ‘THE FRENCH MAIL. 


London, 3rd March.—An outbreak of plague is reported 
at Ajuffur in Mesopotamia. : 
The Basuto armistice has terminated. The Basato chief 


Lerothodi has declined to negotiate with the Cape Go- 
vernmeut. 
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Constantinople, 3rd March.—Frequent Cabinet Councils 
are being held here. No decision has been come to in 
regard to the Greek frontier question. 

London, 4th March.—In the House of Lords last night 
Lord Lytton introduced a motion condemning the policy 
of the Government in respect to Kandahar. All sections 


of native opinion in India, he said, condemned the policy of 


the Government. England might be indifferent to the 
changing fortunes of rulers at Kabul and to Russian action 
at Herat if Kandahar was held by you firmly and fearlessly. 
The Secretary of State for India said the native princes 
had the greatest dread of any further anvexation. Opinions 
were conflicting as to the military and commercial advant- 
ages to be derived from a permanent oecupation of Kandahar, 


and it was a serious question ns to what the political effects 


would be Serious financial difficulties also made it oner- 
ous. Lords Derby and Northbrook and others approved 
of the policy of the Government. Lord Salisbury attacked 
the Government policy. The House agreed to an adjourn- 
ment of the debate. 

The Secretary of State for War, in moving the Army 
Estimates in the House of Commons, submitted a programme 
of reform in Army Organisation. The age of re- 
cruits is to be increased to 19 years, aud none are to be sent 
out to India until they are 20. The terms of enlistment 
are to bo 12 years’ service with the colors ; home, seven 
years, and abroad eight years. Men completing their 
service in India will be permitted to re-enlist for two ycars. 
There will only be four battalions of Indian reliefs yearly. 
The relief battalions to a great extent will be superseded 
by drafts from the linked battalion at home. Increased pay 
‘and privileges are to be granted to non-commissioned offi- 
cers. The linked battalion system romains virtially un- 
changed. According to the programme a remedy is pro- 
vided fur the retirement grievance. 516 out of 1,000 captains 
will risc to Majors, instead of 216. The number of Generals 
will be reduced to 150. Corporal punishment is to be 
abolished. 

The following particulars regarding the localization of 
the army are given in the orders programme of army re- 
forms :—Two battalions of the line and two of militia 
forming a territorial brigade will henceforth form the 
territorial regiment with a County depot: the first and 
second battalions to be line and third and forth militia. 
The whole line is to be organised as the first 25 line reg- 
giment, except Rifle regiments, which remain unchanged. 
The Scottish regiments will be grouped in the new system. 

Lord Hartington in the House of Commons snid that the 
withdrawal from Kandnhar was not dependent upon a 

ble settlement in Southern Afghanistan, which 
possibly would be indefinitely postponed, but arrangements 
were beiag made in order to promote the same. 

Mr. Gladstone, replying to a question in the Huuse of 
Commons, said he believed the Busuto armistice had been 
prolonged. 

Lord Enfield, in the House of Lords, said the Govern- 
meut had no information that the Russians were about to 
occupy or had occupied Merv as announced by Reater on 
the authority of the Zimes of India. 

General Roberts will be accompanied to Natal by (Lieat- 
Col.) Newdigate, (C.B., Rifle Brigade). 

Sir Evelyn Wood has beeu appointed Major-General. 

St Petersburg, 4th March.—The semi-official Agence 
Russe contradicts a letter from the Zimes of India’s 
Kandahar Correspondent, to the effect that the Russians 
have occupied, or are going to occupy, Merv. 

Washington, 4th March.—The inauguration of Geueral 
Garfield as Presideut of the United States took place to- 


day. 

—5 5th March.—The debate on Lord Lytton’s 
motion was resumed in the House of Lords last night. 
Lord Cranbrook attacked the policy of the Governmeut 
and strongly urged the production of the opinion of the 
Indian Government on the Kaudahar question. The Dake 
of Argyle snid it was wot founded upon Russiau promises 
or implicit confidence in the Afghans, but on a hope that 
the Afghans would be induced to place confidence in Eng- 
Jaud’s disinterested couduct. The Earl of Beaconsfield 
attacked the Government policy, but nevertheless he said 
he did not believe that Kandahar was the key of Iudin. 
London was the key of India—the vigour of Parliameut, 
the skill and resources of Englishmen, the action of a 
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determined people—these were the keys of India. Fa) 
Granville spoke in defence of the Government policy, aud 
asserted that the Marquis of Ripon was in favour of the 
abandonment of Kandahar. The House of Lords eventy. 
ally carricd the motion against the Government by 166 
against 76 votes. 

The senior Rani of Travancore has heen appointed a 
Member of the Order of the Crown of India. 

St. Petersburg, 5th March.—The semi-official Agence 
Russe declares that the Russians have not advanced beyond 
Askabad. 

Washiugton, 5th March.—President Garfield, in his 
inaugural address to the Congress, asserts the right of the 
United States Government to control the Panama Canal ; 
coufidently believes that the leading commercial nations 
will adopt the double standard ; and urges legislation to 
bring the dollar on a par with gold. 

Ceylon, 5th March.— Yesterday eighty-five boats brought 
in Government share of 335,000 oysters. All were sold 
at 23Rs. per thousand. The same number of boats went 
ont again last night, the Superintendent leading them to 
and fro. 

Constantinople, 6th March.—Delegates .from the Porte 
have conferred with the Ambassadors of the Great Powers, 

Washington, 6th March.—James Gillespie Blaine has 
been appointed Secretary of State. 


London, 7th March.—They Daily Ness publishes a 
telegram from Natal, stating that Sir Evelyn Wood has 
had an interview with Jonbert, and that an eight days’ 
armistice has been agreed to. 

The Morning Post publishes a paragraph stating that 
Sir Garnet Wolscley receives a pee 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Stanhope gave notice 
of n resolution condemning withdrawal from Afghanistan 
during the present critical state of affairs. 

Mr. Gladstone, replying to a question, confirmed the 
news that an armistice had been agreed to with the Boers 
in order to enable Mr. Krager, the Boer President, to 
reply to conditions of peace. Meanwhile, our garrisous in 
the Transvaal will be revictualled. 

The Intest Cape advices state that the. continued heary 
rains in the ‘'rnnsvaal have caused a suspension of military 
operations. 

Vieana, 7th March.— An earthquake causing great 
destruction and loss of upwards of 100 lives las occurred 
at Ischia, 

Austria has accepted an invitation to take part in the 
Bi-metallic Conference to be held in Paris on the 19th 
April. ; 

Bombay, 7th March.—The court-martial on Major 
Corrie, charged with misbehaviour amonnting to cowardice 
at Maiwand, acquitted the prisoner without hearing sll the 
witnesses for the defence. The trial of Col. Malcolmson 
is adjourned till General Primrose arrives. 

Allahabad, 7th March.—The 85th Regiment will embark 
at Bombay for Natal on the 10th. Its approximate 
strength in 22 officers and 800 men. The Government 
Gazette of the Sth states that the Viceroy leaves Calcutta 
on the 15th March and will halt a day at Cawnpore. 

The 35th Native Infantry and the 16th Cavalry return 
to Allahabad from Southalistan. 

London, 8th March.—The Board of Trade returns of 
imports for the past month, amount to £36,625,000, show- 
ing an increase of £3,375,000, as compared with the last 
rears. The exports amount to £17,812,500 showing an 
increase of £312,500 as compared with last year. 

Mr. A. Arnold and General Gordon have given 
amendments to Mr. Stanhope’s resolution. ; 

‘The Secretary of State for India, in reply to a question, 
said that the revenue of Peshawur was insufficient to defray 
the cost of administration, and that the permanent occup*” 
tion of Kandahar would not reduce the normal expenditure 
at Peshawur. 

Lisbon, 8th March.—The Portuguese Chamber of De- 
ee has approved the treaty ceding Lorenzo Marquez to 

Ingland. 

London, 9th March.—Further arrests have been made 
in Ireland under tle Coercion Act. 

The Intest news from the Gold Coast states that the 
King of Ashantce disavows the thrents made by his Envoy 
aud enys he never intended making war on us. bs 

Lord Hartington, replying to a question, anid Ayou 
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Envoy had arrived at Kandahar and been courteously re- 
ceived. He was not aware, however, that anything tanta- 
mount to negotiations had been opened with him. His 
Lordship said it was inexpedient to make any further state- 
went on the subject at present. 

Mr. O'Donnell, the member for Dungarvan, being dis- 
orderly in the House of Commons last night, was suspended. 

The arrests in Ireland under the Coercion Act include 
Boyten, the chief organizer of the Land League, who claims 
the protection of the United States Government. 

Bombay, 9th March.—The troopship Euphrates sniled at 
two o'clock this afternoon for Colombo. 

London, 10th March.—Advices from the Transvaal state 
that Joubert, the commandant of the Boer forces, is intiwi- 
dating the loyal Boers in the Utrecht district. 

President Braud is making vigorous efforts to promote 

ce between the Boers aud the British. 

An tofluential meeting was held yesterday in London 
under the presidency of Lord Elcho, at which resolutious 
were adopted ngainst the abandonment of Kandalhur. 

Lord Hartington, replying to a deputation, said that the 
Government had received au invitution to attend the Bi- 
metallic Conference. As the terms of the invitation, how- 
ever, apparently pledged the acceptors to adopt the bi-met- 
allic standard, the acceptance had been deferred until the 
terms of the invitation were modified. His Lordship said 
that the British Government will take no part in the Con- 
ference which assumed a willingness to abandon the gold 
standard. With these reserves the British Government 
and the Government of Iudia were quite willing to adopt 
aati and prudent measares to restore silver to its former 
value. 

Mr. Gladstone, in reply to a question in the House of 
Commons last night, said that the Government had autho- 
rized the prolongation of the armistice with the Boers if it 
should prove necessary. 

Mr. Gladstoue, replying to a question respecting the 
proposed Bi-metalic Couference, stated that the terms of 
invitation involve a pre-determined conclusion on the 
pact of those who participate in the Conference relative to 
the adoption of the bi-metallic standard. If this difficulty is 
removed, England will participate in the Conference. 

Berlin, 10th March.—It has been officially announced 
that Bismarck is emphatically in favour of the maintenance 
of the state quo curreucy. 

London, 11th March.—Lord Hartington, in replying to 
a question in the House of Commons, said the commence- 
ment of withdrawal of troops from Kandahar will be made 
immediately. Three Native regiments and one European 
regiment are to proceed at once to India, buat he did not 
auticipate any very considerable movement of troops would 
take place at present. —— 

Hoetilities have been renewed in Basutoland. 


— — — 


— — — — — — ⏑ — ⏑ — — 


SPIRIT OF THE NATIVE PRESS. 











It was announced not long ago, says the Shen Pao, that 


the Japanese Minister had quitted Peking in the middle of 


Winter, had travelled over-land to Shanghai and had re- 
turned thence to Japan. When this news was first 
published, every one who heard it imagined that a rupture 
must have occurred between China and Japan. But after- 
Wards it was known that the Chinese officinls hud entertained 
the Minister before his departure and had taken leave of 
him in a friendly manner; and it therefore seemed plain 
that he must have gone away for some other reason than 
that at first believed. On the other hand, news was brought 
ater on from Japan that the departure of the Minister had 
@ good deal of meaning in it, and this was confirmed by a 
Paragraph copied by the Daily News from a foreign news- 
Paper in Japan, to the effect that the whole country was iu 
* state of ferment after the return of the Minister. We do 
not know whether it is on acount of the natural character 
of the Japanese or not, but for some reason their behaviour 
Is always inexplicable, and their views on any subject 
Utterly unrensonable. It is less than twenty years ngo 
“ice the first treaty was concluded between China and 
“upan, and, though there may be two or three trifling 
differences hetween the treaties made by China with other 
nations and that made by her with Japan, still Japan is 
Fanged among the friendly allies of Chiua. It is 
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quite at variauce with fact to say, as the Japraese 
have done, that China is endeavouring to quarrel with 
them and treating them badly. In the last teu years 
the Japanese themselves have twice given China serious 
cause for offence. First in the case of the Formosan ex- 
pedition, the Japanese suddenly despatched an army to 
‘ormosa to punish the savages there, on the grounds that 
the shipwrecked Loochooans, who had been murdered by 
the savages, were their tributaries. The Chinese Govern- 
ment was at first extremely astonished at their action, bat 
afterwards came to understand its object, and finally. 
through the mediation of the British Minister at Peking, 
instead of making a declaration war, took the opposite 
course aud paid a sum of money towards the cost of the ex- 
pedition, upon which the Japanese returned home ia 
triumph. Secondly, under the pretext that they had 
abolished their feudal system in imitation of European 
nations, and that Loochoo therefore as « tributary of their 
Empire should be incorporated into the body of the State, 
they destroyed the little kingdom aud established a Japanese 
Department in its place. At the time the Loochoosns were 
too wenk to made any resistance, and the Chinese Govern- 
ment, having many other things to occupy its atteation, 
merely made protest and did not seriously press the matter. 
The Japanese therefore once more bad their own way. 
In the caseof the Formosan affair, allowing that the Japanese 
had a right to concern themselves with the troubles of the 
Loochooans, at any rate the Loochooans were tribataries of 
China as well, and Formosa was a territory subject to 
Chiva ; so that the particular question was between Chinese 
subjects and Chinese tributaries. Chiua therefore could 
very well attend to it herself, and there was no need for 
any oue else to meddle with it. Or, even supposing that 
China were too much occupied with other matters te be 
able to do anything, aud Japan wished to espouse the 
cause of the Loochooans, as being tributary to her as well 
as to China, then she ought of have come to an understand- 
ing with China before she began to move, and not to have 
taken a step which amouuted simply to an act of war 
against China, whereby beyoud all disputeshe put herself 
entirely in the wrong. Again, when Nisa annexed Loo- 
choo, she knew that it, was tributary to China as 
well as to herself, and yet she in no way consulted 
the latter power in the matter. Therefore in this 
case also there can be no doubt as to the wrongfulness of 
her conduct. The Japanese misunderstood the laudable 
caution and moderation of China, who was not accustomed 
to declare war.on matters concerniug her tributaries beyond 
the sea, and certainly was not goiug to dispute with Japan 
about the suzerainty of Loochoo. They thought that 
China’s conduct was the result of her powerlessness, and 
were more than ever confirmed in their spirit of aggres- 
siveness and belief that they conld do exactly as they 
pleased. At the present moment, the Japanese Minister is 
said to have left Peking in a passion because the Loocho- 
onus sent tribute to China and the Government accepted 
it. As the two Governments are not known to ben 

tinting on any subject at the present time, it is possible that 
the story may not be true. If it is true, it shows the foolishness 
of the Minister. If China had any designs with regard to 
Loochoo, she would have spoken out at the time of the an- 
uexation instead of waiting till now. The Loochooan 
tribute was not exncted by China, bat was voluntarily 
offered in remembrance of past kiudnesses, and there- 
fore Japan could not prevent it. Also, China did not 
intend on account of the tribute to take pity on the 
fallen fortunes of the Loochooan king and restore his king- 
dom to him. Nevertheless the Japanese Minister went off 
in a huff, thereby making plain the smalluess of his mind. 
It is quite right that the Japanese statesmen should take 
proper precantions before trouble actually comes, and should 
du their utmost on bebalf of their country. But at the 
present moment of absolute quiet one cannot see from which 
quarter there is a shadow of danger. The difficulty between 
Russia aud China is arranged. Last year, when the old 
negotiations came to nothing and a second Ambassador 
was despatched, there was every appearance that war must 
ensue. But fortunately those in China who attended to 
the question were aware that, in spite of the improvemeuts 
of our armaments, the victory was by no means certain, 
nnd that war in any case must be hurtful, while the Rus- 
sians recoguized the insufficiency of their fleet and of the 
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travel by land. ‘Thus the preservation of peace 


immense distance which their army would be forced to 


foreseen, and the preparations for defence were merely con- 
tinued as a proper precaution. Now it is kuown that 
peace has been absolutely secured, China has not stopped 
her defensive measures immediately, because by so doing 


she would proclaim her weakness. The Japanese, how- 


ever, seeing that China continues to increase her military 


wer, in spite of the conclusion of peace with —* 
u 
this is not enough. ‘They are afraid that Russia may take 
advantage of their being engaged with China, to do them 
some injury, ‘Then they concern themselves with the 
relations between China and Corea. Really, the Japanese 
seem to be the one great nation in Asia, which must 
interest itself in everything. ‘hey are certainly displaying 
their national characteristics ; but nevertheless they are 
puzzling their brains to no good. China certainly will not 
enter into alliance with Russia to-day against the Japanese, 
when she ouly made peace with her yesterday. Nor has 
Russia any designs at the present moment against Corea.— 


think that she is meditating an attack upon them. 


Shanghai Courier. 








CHESS PROBLEM, 
By D’ORVILLE. 
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White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION OF CHESS PROBLEM OF APRIL 2ND, BY 
REVD. J. VINCEXT. 


White. Black. 
1.—Kt. to Kt. 6. 1.—K, to K.8! 
2.—Q. to B. 3. ch. 2.—K. takes P. 
3.—Q. to K. 3. mate. ; 
Correct solution received from Q. 





NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATION 


(For Week Ending 9th April, 1881.) 
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YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Dairy :—S.30, aud 9.45 a.m. ; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 pom. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Daicy;—6.45 aud 9,30.a1 ., aand 12.00; 1.30 and 4.00 r.m 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, APRIL IsT, 1881]. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongé, Tokio, Japan. 
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Heavy line represents barometer. 
Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
— . representa velocity of wind. 


Max. velocity of wind 37.0 miles per hour on Sunday at 3 p.m. 
ae barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
© Bea. 
The highest reading of the barometer forthe week was 30-187 
inches on Tuesday at 10am. and the lowest was 29-357 on Sun- 


on Saturday and the lowest was 33° on Friday. The maximum 
and minimum for the corresponding week of last year were 59°8 
and 35 respectively. The total amount of rain during the the 
week was 2011 inches against 1-472 inches for the corresponding 
week —* — — the above diagram the line re ting 
percentage of humidi 5 per cent too high i 

with 100 at the top. 7 * Pee ren 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


INWARDS. 


April 3, Japanese bargq. Suma M i 

: Rage nn, * Sa — aru, Spiegelthal, 925, from 
p yerman barque Joachim, Christi i 7 

P Takao * ra — m ristian, Rickslefs, 457, from 
pri rench steamer 7'anai i 735 
Mails and General, $0 BI. or Reynier, 1,735, from Hongkong, 

April 7, British steamer Cleveland, Harvey, 792, from Takao, March 
28th, Sugar, to Jardine, Matheson & ('o. 

April 7, Japanese steamer Swminoye Marw, Frahm, 853, from Na- 
rasaki, Mails ani General, to AL B.Co. 

April 7, Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, Swain, 1,146, from Sbang- 

‘ oe * tr Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
pril 8, British steamer Gleneagle Nagasaki 
Coals, to Jardine, Matheson & Gar ne 896 8 : 

April 8, Danish bark Koipenharen, N. M eghieby, 352, from Takao, 
Sugar, to Chinese. 

April 9, Japanese steamer IWakanowra Maru, Christiansen. 1,343, 
from Kobe. Mails and General, to M. B. Co. | 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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PASSENGERS. 

Per French steamer Tanais, from Hongkong :—N. Rosing, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fitz Henry, and 3childreu. M. Kawamura. Miss Armstrong, 
and Madame Ribeiro infant and nurse. 

Per Japanese steamer Tolio Maru, from 
Mr. and Mrs. Barnard, Mr. Hales, Miss K. 
Wren, R. H. Percival, T. E. Scantleburg, J. Kashland, A. Meyer, 
C. J. Strome, F. Hague, Craven, Rogers, M. Ginsberg, 8. Popper, 
C. Ward, and 7 Japanese in cabin ; 3 Europeaus and 4 Chinese in 


Shanghai and ports :— 
Waters, Messrs. S. M. 


— aletaer Gleneagles, from Nagasaki :—Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith, Messrs. Waters, Morris, and 4 Japanese. 

Per Japanese steamer Wakanowra Maru from Kobe :—40 Ja- 
panese. 





OU Tt WARD Ss 
April 4, —— Ironclad Ainin, Captain Nazimoff, 5,740 tons, 22- 


guns, for 
April 4, American schooner Otome, Hardy, 50, for a Hanting 
cruise, despatched by H. J. Snow. 


* 4, American schooner Alerander, Carlson, 52, for a 

unting cruise, despatched by J. E. Collyer. 

April 5, British steamer Bellerophon, Freewau, 1,395, for London 
vit, Ko agasaki 


be, N i aud Hongkong, general, despatched b 
Butterfield & Swire. . . 


April 6, Japanese steamer Hiroshima Marx, Haswell, 1,780, for 
Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. 


A. 
ril 6, Japanese steamer Shario Maru, 
— Mails 


, 690, for No- 
and : My &M. 
April 7, American schooner Oheede, Wi son, 72, for Kurile Islands, 
despatched by W. Copeland. 


April 7, Ja steamer Shina Maru, Walker, for Ko 
Naik pak Goural. deapatched by M. B. Co. as * 


April 8, German schooner Louisa, Schierlo for Newchan 
— last. —— by Kwang Man Tai. “em 
8, 


Bal 
** ear Champlain, Dubrot, 2,000 tons, 10-guua, 





PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Bellerophon for London via Kobe, Nagasaki 
and Hongkong :—Captain A. Thompson, Messrs. A. B. Glover, F. 
8. Jacobs, and Webster ; and 40 Japanese in —— 

Per Japanese steamer Hiroshima Marw for Shanghai and — 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Nisen, Mrs. and Mies ighashi, 
Miss Bo General Mura. Revd. V. C. Messrs. Iwasaki 
Vanoski, E. C. Kirby, D. B. Taylor, Cuthbertson, Kaneko, Mitsui, 
Nakai, Asada, Takano, Yamamura, Hi Kimura, Matsumura, 
Polojoebb, Maki, Hama, Okomoto, —— Kokawa, Fujii Taka- 
matsu, Nakano, Eutchiu, and Ikai and family. 








CARGOES. 
Per Japanese steamer Hiroshima aru for Shanghai and ports:— 
= ieee ———— ———— 
er Japanese steamer Julio Maru from i ports :— 
OUD ca ae Gas ad. Mae Sees ack? ak $33,000.00 
REPORTS. 
The British steamer Gl. les :—Experienced strong 
north-east winds on the 6th an:I 7th. Afterwards variable winds 


and fine weather to port. 
— — — —— —— — 
CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 


Minin sisi ics dies ccc sus ll am 
Oe ~ PWM sa sitonstaszensacicacdcsenseuedinc 5.30 P.M. 
E. Cuampneys Inwixe, M.A. 
The Parsonage, 101. 
UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 
PINOY TU Re a Bo oc gd eateries, oe Il am 
aa Evening............... . — akanesenusheicans seek 8 P.M 
Rev. Luruee H. Gouicx, 
M.D., 


Soe e ⸗ —— 
LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 





The followin 
the approach of vessels :— 

Merchant steamer:—A black ball, with 
Vessel below, at the yard arm, 

Mail steamer:—A black diamond, with the company's Hay below, 
at the peak 

Mau-of-war :—National tay 

Sailing vessels :—For a 

Il on white 
schooner, tlay 
With the veswel’s 


of the vessel at the peak, 
ship; day B. (red): 
aes : brig, Hay D. (white ball on blue ground) : 

. (white hall on red ground) all commercial code, 
uatioual lay below as soou as it cau be made out. 


figiized by LO gle 


are the signals made from the lightebip to denote 


the national flay of the 


barque, May C. (red 


NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 


— — — 


AMERICA... — Ey BM. 4d, April 23rd2 
April 7thl 
Evnore, via HonaKone ......... M. M. Go. April 21st 
— P.&O.Co. April 11th3 
Honakong, via Kone... » MH. Go. April 11th 
— P. BM. Uo. April 18th 
—— O. & O. Co. 5th 


May 
M..Co. April 14th_ 
1.—Left San Francisoo, March Lith, Belgie. 
2.—Left Sau Francisco, April 2nd, City of Peking. 
3.—Left Hongkong, April 5th, Sunda. 


NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 








P. AI. Co April 20th 
cscedss cesiticottviveestes! O.& O. Co.' May 7th 
Bunove, via Hongkong ......... P.£ O Uo . April 16th 
Eunork, via HoncKkona M. M. Co. April 16th 
HAKODATEH ........... — dech cviedases M. B. Ge. April 13th 
HONGKONG, via Kong .............. M. B. Co April 16th 
HONGKONG ....... |. 'O. & 0. Co . April 9th 
UCONN NEE 566s rics css nessssacecencex P.M. Co. | April 25th 
Suanaual, tliowe, & Nauasans.. M. B. Co. | April 13th 





The arrival and departure of mails by the “* Occidental aud 
Oriental,” the ** Pacitic Mail,” aud the ‘ Peuinsular aud Orieutal” 
Companies, are approximate only. 











VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 


SAILED. 


' 




















Dark. Nameor Vasant. Frou Fox 
| 
July 17! Ste. Lucie ' Putcapeceua! Yokohama 
Aug. 7| Philip Nelson Hausora Yokohama — 
Nov. 18' Pakhoi (s.s.) (GiLAscow Jap. via Manila 
» 19 Ordovie Loxbox . Yokohama 
» 22 Malacca Hambputu | Yoko. & Hioge 
Dec. 17° Maric ANTWEKP * a 
» 24 Mora " i » 
» —*, Tamsui (x.s.) (itawow / oo” * 
» 10, Lightning 'MiLADELPHIA; —,, * 
» 17) BR. Robinson Niw Yorr |, i. 
Jau. 15, Galley of Lorne NDUN * * 
»  27| Glamis Castle (s.x.) * * os 
»» 31! Huguenot ’ CargDIFF ae =e 
»» 31| Frank Carvil i ” | °° ” 
Feb. 6) Canton (s-s.) » Lanion me * 
12 Orestes (3.8) | ? R hd 
9° 15 M. L. Stone ” rT) 2° 
| 
| ; 
LOADING. 
Dare. Nan or V ecm. Ar For 
Feb. 18] Coldstream TONvON Yoko. &/or Hiogo 
” 18) Achilles (s.s.) 1 o 
»» 18! Viceroy (s.s.) ee i ws 
» 18) Teucer (s.2.) ” % * 
»» 18] Breconshire (s.s.) * én * 
»» 18) Escambia (a. a·) »» ” ” 
» 18] Kamtchatka (6.2) * J Ne 
»» 18] Glencoe (s.2.) ’ ”” fe 
»» 18) Belle of Bath LIVERPOOL 





YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHI. 
A.M. A.M. A.M. A. NOON. Pow. Pim. Pim. Pt. p.m. P.M. P.M. PP. 
7.0 8.15 9.30 10.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 4305.45 7.0 815 9.30 10.40 
UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 


AM, 4.M. AM. Amt NOON. PM. row. P.M. Pa P.M. Poe. PM. FA. 
7.0 8.15 9.30 10.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 430 5.45 7.0 8.15 9,30 10,40 


( ) gina Tron 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORI 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 

















Nan. Carrain, Fiaa axn Ria. | Tons. From. AiivRD, Consias res, 
STEAMERS. 
Cleveland Harvey British steamer 792 | Takao April 7 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Gleneagles Bamford British steamer | 1,836 | Nagasaki | April 8 | Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
M eh Homery French steamer 1,273 | Hongkong | Mar. 22 M. M. Co. 
Tanais Reynier French steamer | 1,735 | Hongkong April 4 M. M. Co. 
Tokio Maran Swain Japanese steamer | 1,146 | Shanghai & ports | April 7 | M.B.Co. 


SAILING SHIPS. 


Anna Sieben Paulsen German barque 604 | Antwerp Mar. 11 | H. Grauert 

Black Diamond Baade German barque 601 | Nagasaki Mar. 28 | P. Bohm 

Citaraum Beadle British ship 1,850 | Flongkong | Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Joachim Christian | Rickslefs German barque | ‘457 | Takao | ‘April 4 | Yuk Chee 
Koipenhaven N. Meghieby Danish barque 352 | Takao April 8 | Chinese 

Mary C. Bohm Baade German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24 | P. Bohm 

North Star Jansen Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnholz & Co. 
Oteego Pierce Russian schooner 45 | Kurile Islands Dec. 13 | H. Cook 


— — — — — — — — — — —— 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 
ö—— — — —— — — — — — — — 











Name. Gons.| Tons. H. P. Descriprio’: WHrre FROM. ComMMANDER. 
GERMAN—Vineta eee eee eee sce eee eco 19 2,000 — — i 
Fe ry errr Sie: es: 1144 940 840 Sloop mune Errington 
AMERI Allert 0.0... ose sss ee wee 4 1,020 700 | Sloop Kobe Huntington 


eee 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 














DEsriarion. Name. AGxnTs, To ne DxspaTcHED. 
a ete ee 
San Francisco ... . ee ees ae en as Edward Fischer & Co. Unsettled 
Rhactal ool ty of Tokio P. M. Co. April 20th, at daylight 
Hongkong ser vi A a as AAS Catan Gate ed Tokio Maru M. KB. Uo. April 13th, at 6 P.M. 
Nagieg eo | ee ee M. B. Co. April 16th, at 6 Fa 
Hongkong... ... .. . ot UM . A. J. Macpherson About 25th April 
few Voth aaa ae April 16th, at 9 a.m. 
a er ee of the Isles Smith, Baker & Co. Quick despatch 


April 9; 1881. } THE ‘JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 407 
COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 








IMPORTS.—Business very dull and unsatisfuctory. Yarns: Holders seem anxious to quit stocks at low 
rates, and'wé again reduce quotations all round. In Shirtings there is very Jittle business and prices nre quite nominal. 
Lawns, are weak and lower. Woollene ; some little business in Crape Mouselines nt lower rates. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—(Cortianed. 


Nos. 16 to 24, Common to aoe ... per picul $28.50 to 30.50 | Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds. 22 in. per picce $6.50 to 8.50 

‘Good to Best. vs » «$31.00 to 32.25 | Victoria Lawns ... ...12°., 42/3,, ., $0.68 to 0.74 

Bombay, ‘No. 20 = do. ay a $29.00 to 30.75 | Tatfachelass:—  ... ae « 43. 55 — $1.30 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Cominon to Medium aay ’ $32.25 to 33.00 WOOLLENS :— 

ay ‘Good to Best... * 3 to 33.75 

38 to 42 . ae ents, tis i $35.00 to 37.00 | Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. 32 in.... 450 to 5.50 

sy I CE GOODS : Figured — wee cee oes 29-30. 31. ... 3.50 to 4.25 

COTTON PIE — Lastings ... ne ase es 29-30 |, 31,, ...10.00 to 11.00 

Grey Shirtings : he . per piece a” yds. 39in. $1.25 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth ... 1... 1. 30s. 325... O18 to 0.30 


J aS $1.70 to 2.15 | Camlet Cords... ... ... ... 29-30 ,. 22 ..... 450 to 5.50 


9 Ib. a - $2.03 to 2.40 —C 2 

T. Cloths co 2 | ey | ‘yds. 32 in. per — $1.35 to 1.55: ——e— Laine: ieee 7 * i in. coe — F Peg — 
Drills, English :—14-15 lb.40-,, 30: in. * $2.30 to 2.50 do Yuzen o4 ve 30 . 0.35 to 0.40 
Indigo Shirtings :— 12 4in. ,, $1.30 to 1.45 : : eta — 
Prints:—Assorted ... ...24 » Oi ,, $1.25 to 2.25 | Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotten Italians — Bateens Black 32 in. - $0.05} to 0.124 Pilots... ... ... ... .. 54,, to56,,... 0.30 to 0.40 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.2¢yds.S0in. ,, $1.40 to 1.60 | - Presidents... ... ... ... 54 to56,.... 0.40 to 0.50 

Do. 24 to 2 ‘lb. 24 ” 30 in. F $1.55 to 1.70 Union eos eoe eee 54 ” to 56 99 eee 0.30 to 050 

Do. 3ib.... ...24 ,, SOin. ,, $1.70 to 1.80 | Blankets, green, 5 to 6 Ibe. ... o perlb. ...0.35 to 037 


SAIGON RICE.—Stock, uone. 
KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 356,000 cases. - Sales 5,000 cases. 
SUGAR —-Stock: 107,500 bags. . 


Sagar :—Takao in bag — os eo perpical $420 Japan Rice ... ... ... .. . .. perpical $2. my to 2.85 
9 ss $3.90 Japan Wheat ang’ ber ces Saas. dee * $2.05 
Taiwanfoo in bag es Py) $3.90 Saigon Rice [cargo] ... ... ...  «.. nom. $1.78 to 1.80 
Ching- and’ ~pak = a $7.75 to $8.60 | Kerosene Oil... 20.0 22. cee cee cee case $1.88 to 1.90 
China No. 4.57 ngfan & Kook-fah,.. _,, $6.50 to $8.75 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.«—We-tiave liad another: very quiet week for silk since our last report. ‘The news from the home 
markets has not been*héouragtig and rejections here have consequently heen made on a rather large scale ; they exceed 
the sales of the wéek-by'a-few bales. We leave our quotations unaltered, but they must be considered to a great extent 


nominal and some holders: would sell at a reduction of about $10 per picul. Stock 1,500 shipping bales, shipments to 
date 18,690 bales. . 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 ... ..........0 0000. G590 = 1910 Nominal. 
- — Isco = 18/1 
»» 3 &infrs. ............ $520 to $530 = 16/10 to 17/2 
Filatures. —No. o—....... $670 to $680 = 2/77 to 21/11 
” — rer —— $635 to — 20/6 to ae 
9 3 j@D eecceecese ececoe — 
Raxkedas —Best ............. $660 to $670 = 21/3 to 21/7 
Medium -& Good ...... $610 to $630 = 19/8 to 20/4 
Re-Reels Medium to Best......... $615 to $635 = 19/10 to 20/6 





TEA.—A small quantity only has been settled during the week. There is nothing as yet to report concerning 
the new season, as the continued cold weather will cause the market to open later than usual. 


Common dee se sos age | Fine wes * roe sue ore oe 
a eco eee eee eee Nominal. barged eee eee eco eco cece Nominal. 
Good Medium ... | Choicest_... see — — — 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 





Streuine—Bauk 4 months’ sight ............ .. 3/93 Ow SHaxcHat—Bank sight............ccccccccccccccecceses 733 
” Bank Bills on demand .....................066 3/8 Private | 10 days’ sight...............02. 73 
” Private 4 months’ sight .... ................ 3/9§ Ox New Yorx—Bank Bills on demand.............. 
‘i gy... \Maudevantactsceisvece OE ———— — — — — —— 914 
Ox Parts—Bauk sight .... ee re, 2 | Ox Sax Fraxcisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... ont 
Private 6 months’ sight. —— eaaseonsenae 4.85 Private 30 days’ sight ......... 91 
Ox Honaxoxo—Bank sight . sevescsecesesee  % Gisct. KINSATE oo. cccccesccsccccsceccoreceuccceccccae eoscacecsecsecceee 78 Gis, 
” Private 10 days’ ‘aight —— § ZX disct. GOLDY eeeeee 380 nom, 
SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—Fews vessels disengaged. Vessels on the berth :—The Cilurawm, for San Francisco ; 8. 8. 
Lord of the Isles, for New Y ork, 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
[TRANSLATION 





NOTIFICATION 
No. 18 of Daijokwan. 


T IS HERFBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
Engineer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
aud requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji, 
be entitled to a Certificate of Competency of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also further Notified that the regular examination 
of applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yekitei Kioku. ; 

(Sigued) SANJO SANEYOSHGI, 
Daijé-Daijin. 





OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 
with Notification of Daijékwan No. 18, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 
Certificates will, till further notice, be conducted at Tokio 
ou the third Tuesday in every 8rd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 

of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 

H. MAYESHIMA, 
Chief Superintendent. 
Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. 


CHINESE 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
EIGHT PER CENT. LOA OF 
is7s. 

FOURTH DRAWING. 





— — 


ONDS Drawn iu oar vous in February last,- and 

g tl 
B Fourth Coupon for Tis. 19.40 of aloes Loan, will be 
payable on La after a date, at the Offices of the Hong. 

KONG AND SHANGHAI Banga Corp i 
of Dr wu Bouds may be obtained. ——————— 
For the HonaKone anp SHANGHAI 

Banking Corroration, 

Ageute issuing the Loan, 

JOHN WALTER, 


Yokohama, March 21st, 1881, Manager, 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co,, beg to inform their 


numerous friends and customers that their 


BAKERY BUSINESS 


will, on and from the 11th instant, be carried on at 


No. 8&7, 
(formerly Messrs. Nowrosge & Co.'s bakery) 
Where all orders for 


BREAD, BISCUITS, CAKES, &c., 


will be promptly attended to, 


ORDERS FOR 


HOT — BUNS 


should be sent before 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 14th instant. 
Yokohama, April 8th, 1881. 


KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATINC’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 


KILLS BUCS, 
FLEAS, 
MOTHS, 
BEETLES, 
THIS POWDER is quite HARMLESS 
to ANIMAL 


i in destroying FLEAS, 
LIFE, but is anrivalled in Bh Furs 


ey — — MOTH er 
and ev er species of insect. Sportsmen . 
invaluable for destroying fleas in their dogs, as also ladies for 
their pet dogs. 


THIS ARTICLE. has found:so GREAT 


a SALE that it has tempted others to vend a 80 
article in imitation. The PUBLIC are CAUTIONED that 
the tins of the genuine powder bear the autograph of 
THOMAS KEATING. d in Bottles. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 


KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 

A PURELY VEGETABLE S\EETMEAT, both in appearance the 
and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method of administering It 
only certain remedy for INTESTINAL or THREAD WORMS. 

is @ perfectly safe and mild preparation, and is especially adapted 
for Childreu. Sold in Bottles, by all Druggists. 


Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 


H. MacARTHUR, 


SHIP-BROKER AND CUSTOMS 
AGENT, 
NO. ,70, Yokohama, 


(Opposite the Old British Post Office). 
Yokohama, 4th May, 1880. 





— — — — 
— N — — — 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
— wer: ae 











NOTICE TO MARINERS.|NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
No. l’of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881, HIKU FLAT BUOY. 


KAGENO SIMA | LIGHTHOUSE. Westward entrance of Shimonoseki 
Straits. 


OTICE IS HEREBY G GIVEN that the BUOY 








ENTRANCE TO NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 





1 HE SOT RRS S — JAPAN hereby gives advertised gs having broken adrift from its moor- 
geen — eh the — * nt * * ings on the 25th January, 1881, has beeu replaced. 
tL : 

Month. of the 1 Year of Meiji (1st March ), anc BY ORDER. 


every, night thereafter, from Sunset. to Sunrise, a Fixed 
Red) Light of the. 6th Order will be exhibited; from the 
tower; built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, atthe 
Entrance to the harbour of Nagasaki, iu. the provioce of 
Hizen, 

Accordiug to the Japanese Admiralty Ohaxt No..108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthomge is 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 


— TO MARINERS. 
"alr SAdhs sl ore sn nse seeing it 00k, deg SHIMONOSBKI STRAITS BUOYS, 


the cut off.bearings being N. 81° 30’ W. aud:S, 5 
OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 


Bearings true. 
The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 
feet, and its rdnge of visibility, in clear weather, about 8| Wich were advertized as having broken adrift from their 


moorings, have been replaced. 


Lighthouse Establishment, 
Beuteu, Yokohama, 
8th April, 1881. 





Nautical miles. 





YAMAO YOZO, BY ORDER. 
Minister of Public ‘Works Lighthouse Establishment, 
Tokei, February 3rd, 1881, Benten, 
— — ———————⏑ — — | Yokohama, 17th January, 1881. 
ADOLPHUS SINGTON & C0., 
5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 
NOTICE TO MARINERS. CONTRACTORS, CIVIL — AND 
No. 2 of the 14th Year, of Meiji, (1881.) * _ EXPORTERS — 
BLACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUSE) , XA CT N HRY. 
BAY OF YEDO. SCOTTISH IMPERIAL 


[HE GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice INSURANCE GOMPANY. 


that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneda 
shoal, Bay of Yedo, before the erection of the Pile-Light- EFor Fire & Luife. 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, and 


Which has remained: in same position ever since, will be T R AN S ATL A N 1 1 C 


removed on the First day of the Seventh month of the " 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience Fire Insurance Company 
having proved that navigation is now. safe without the OF HAMBURG 
Buoy. . _ 
YAMAO YOZO, C. ILLIES & Ca, 
Minister of Public Works. Age its, 


Tokei, February 22nd, 1881. Yokohawa, 9th October, 1880, 
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GROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 


CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 


Nine Prise Modale, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 


PICKLES AND SAUCES, 
JAMS AND JELLIES, 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 

TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHEESE, 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORKSHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GANE, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


Fresh supplies of the above, and numerous other table 
delicacies, —— be had from most StoreReepers. 
CAUTION. 
To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should invariably be destroyed when empty. 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 
brands, 


AU genuine goods bear the names of Cresse § Blackwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Capentes of the Bettion 





CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 


July, 1878. 





J— GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS, 
jenn GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
eae GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 


April, 1880, 
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~ MISCELLAN EOUS. 


— — —8 SNS 
p _.. PERFUMERY, 


is of the very best Ragtoh 
ctectare. Por Ba parhy tad ereat 


2 — — —— MEDALS, 
M LONDON, 1962. PARIS, 1857. CORDOVA, 1872. LIMA, 1872, 
4 VIENNA, 1573. HILADELPHIA, 1876 


: GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


lang, ‘Stephenotis, 


; Magrolia, Semin, Wood Viol ean 
and al other odours, of ——— finest quality only, net, 


7 _ ATKINSON'S FLORIDA | WATER, 
‘ATKINSON'S Q S QUININE H HAIR _ LOTION, 


——— — tan cee 


ATKINSON'S 
— ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, 


#4, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 
PRICE LIST FREE ON APPLICATION, 





NOTICE 





THE BEST REMEDY FOR 





No. Si, No 3i, 
=e COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {8° 3! 
Gold. OC aud — this date, the following prices will be 
Medal. BOARD -........ por month $25.00 
Paris. Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
1878. With European fire-places, and every comfort guaranteed 
: Wx. CURTIS. 
Yokohama, November 9th, 1880. 
INDIGESTION. 


MARK. 


CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for Jndigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the *‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach." 
‘* Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild tn thar operation, safe 
tender any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold ix Bottles st 18. 1}d., 28. Od., and 11s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 


CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON’S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 





November, 11th, 1878. 


Google 


April ay 881.] 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
TRADE MARK. 





ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 


To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters and Outfitters 
aud Whoiesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON. 


Beware of Useless Imitations. 





‘* Highest AWARD & PRIZE MEDAL PHILADELPHIA 
EXutsitTion, 1876.” 





PREPARED EXPRESSLY FoR THE Patexy Kwirs- 
CLEANING MACHINES, IXdia Rusper anv Burr 
Leatner Kwnire Boarps. KNIves CONSTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
To NRW CUTLERY. PACKETS 3D. EACH; AND TINS, 


6p., t/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 





PREVENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 
THE KXIFE. Oaxey's WELLINGTON Kxire Potisx 
SHOULD BE USED WITH HIS BoarpDs. 





([NON-MERCURIAL], 
For CLEARING AND POLISHING SILVFR, ELEcTRO* 
praTe, Pratre Grass, Kc. TABLETS 6b. EACH. 


JOHN OAKEY SONS 
1k MANURACTURERS. OF. 


—— 





Jaly, 1879. 
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“MISCELLANEOUS. 

THE GREATEST 

WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Psxsons suffering frou: weak or debilitated conetituticns will die- 
cover that by the usc of this wouderful medicine there is “ Health 
for all.” The bleod is the fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. 
Srr SAMUEL BAKER, 

in his work entitled “ ‘Lhe Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” eays, ‘‘I 
“ ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I was a 
“Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the eervice of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many * 
“to whom I served outa quantity of Holloway’s Pills. eso are 
“ most useful to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
“ properties they create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which 
satisfies him of their value.” 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 
kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skin 
diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations. 
Mr. J. T. COOPER, 

in hia account of his extraordinary travels in China, published in 
1871, saye—‘‘ I had with me a quantity of Hollowsy’s Ointment. 1 
* gave some tu the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; 
“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 
“in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment was worth « 
“fowl and any quantity of pear, and the demand became so great 
“that I was obliged to lock up the emall remaining stock’’ 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 

May 17th, 1873. tf. 


— — 











— — 


SAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 


And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


Cigars, Cigarettes-or Tobacco, also Pastilles and Powder for Inhalation, 
December 1880. 











DINNEFORD 


THE BEST REMEDY FOR ACIDITY 
OF THE STOMACH, HEARTBURN, 





London, 
nN.B. ASE FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 





April 10, 1880 


Digitized by (Coc gle 


THE SAFEST MILD 
APERIENTFORDELICATE 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
CHILDREN AND INF 
AND FOR REGULAR USE 

IN WARM CLIMATES. 


FLUID 


MAGNESIA. 


And of Druggists and Storckeepers throughout 


the World. 





ly, 


Original from 
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Hans Andersen tells us, that a travelling beetle once 
stumbled against a piece of broken crockery-ware behind 
which several families of earwigs dwelt. Oue lady earwig 
had a son whose greates: ambition was to creep, some day or 
other, into aclergyman’s ear. Mr. Pfoundes, alias Omoi 
Tetsunosuke, will excuse us if we say that he reminds us 
irresistably of this romantic young earwig. He seems to be 
bent upon creeping into the car of the English public by 
hook or by crook. He has been striking sundry ‘attitudes 
since a certain philanthropic but not too judicious magnate 
“brought him out,” and finding, perhaps, that nature has 
not endowed him with the qualifications necessary for the 
esthetic pose, he has now descended to a more practical 
platform. ‘“ The result of his experience,” as he told the Art 
Society, “is that one of the most crying needs for successful 
English commerce in China and Japan is more competent 
agents. For want of these, most important work is committed 
to natives, who, of course, use the information they obtain for 
their own benefit. Again, the old-fashioned system of 
English trade there is on far too expensive a scale—a 
greater part of the time of the agents being spent at the club, 
tiffin, or full-dress dinners—the conseqnence being that our 
trade charges are out of all proportion to those incurred by 
the more thrifty of our continental competitors, Again, In 
the consular service, young men, admirably trained in many 
respects, are sent out, but tly are not allowed to engage in 
trade ; they know nothing of trade matters, and cannot com- 
pete with the representatives of other countries,” 
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Very good indeed, Mr. Omoi Tetsunosuke! It was a most 
plucky thing to assame that your audience knew nothing of 
your own history, and that nobody would be likely to ask 
whether an ex-consular constable is a trustworthy judge of 
mercantile and official ability. It is conceivable that you 
may have understood something of trade charges, nay even 
that you were an adept at multiplying them, but what of the 
club, and the full-dress dinners? ‘ The line must be drawn 
somewhere” Mr. Omoi, as the Captain of H. M. S. Pinafore 
sapiently observed. You are not without our sympathy. A 
social state, free from such impediments. as clubs and full- 
dress dinners, would be Jess unpleasantly exclusive than this 
‘old-fashioned English system,” and the ‘thrifty con- 
tinental competitors” will no doubt open their arms to you 
when they comprehend your merits. But be advised : do 
not advocate the cause of “‘ Trading Consuls.” The British 
public has certain fantastic prejudices about official integrity, 
and your progress to the parson’s ear will be seriously im- 
peded if you have to creep over such stubborn fancies 
en route, 


Li-Hung-Chang’s letter to a Korean gentleman, to which 
we alluded last week, is as follows :—Of late years Japan 
has adopted western customs. She seeks to make herself a 
wealthy and powerfal State, and the result is that her national 
liabilities having largely increased, she is casting her eyes 
about in search of some convenient acquisition which may 
recoup her. Now Korea is her nearest neighbour, and the 
fate of Riukiu is at once a warning and a regret to both 
China and Korea. Chinais not without means of defending 
herself, and it is for Korea to look to her military resources, 
to organize her forces, and to provide for the protection of her 
frontiers. The obligations imposed by foreign relations are 
strict observance of treaties and due appreciation of their 
bearing. The Japanese men-of-war are always cruising in 
the vicinity of Fasan, and although, in the event of any 
emergency, China would exhaust every effort to aid Korea, 
it must not be forgotten that distance between the two coun- 
tries would render effective aid difficult. Moreover, if Japan 
should ally herself with England, France, or America—or 
perchance with Russia—Korean independence would be grave- 
ly jeopardized. It is well that the Korean Government should 
keep all this before them. A treaty has already been signed 
with Japan, and other nations will surely look for a similar 
concession. Poison is the antidote to poison. Japan’s ag- 
gressive designs upon Korea will be best frustrated by the lat- 
ter’s alliance with Western nations, and that Japan is in- 
fected with “nibbling ” propensities can scarcely be doubted. 
China herself is preparing to oppose them, but Korea will 
hurdly be able to do so unassisted. Her best plan is to es- 
tablish commercial relations with foreigu countries, and em- 
ploy them for the purpose. Western international law forbids 
unjustifiable aggression, since sach a proceeding would be 
prejudicial to the interests of commerce. Insignificant States 
like Belgium and Denmark, are thus enabled to preserve their 
territories intact. ‘The question, too, is not one of Japan 
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alone. Russia also is only separated from Korea by a nar- 
row strip of sca, and her juxtaposition is not without menace. 
Korea, by entering into treaty relations with England, France 
and America, will be enabled to resist Russian aggression as 
well as Japanese. It would not be necessary to open any 
new port, the places already allotted to Japan for purposes 
of trade would suffice. Japan ought not to derive any greater 
benefit than Korea from a mutual trade, and having formed 
a treaty with one country, it will certainly be to the advant- 
age of the latter to accord similar privileges to others also. 
This, in my opinion, is the best method of warding off ag- 


gression. 





The Mitsu Bishi Company, by its purchase of the Taka- 
shima coal mines, has undoubtedly acquired a very powerful 
instrument for preventing opposition. If the Directors 
adopt the policy of refusing to furnish coal to any coasting 
steamers other than those that fly the three-lozenge flag, 
there will be a good deal of tribulation in some quarters, 
and a grievous outcry among “independent” journalists. 





The letter wo publish in our correspondence columns to- 
day calls attention to a point which we shonld otherwise 
have been disposed to leave unnoticed. We are most un- 
willing to admit the construction placed upon the Gazette's 
assertion by “A Friend of the Trath,” seeing that such an 
admission would constrain us to describe our contemporary 's 
action in terms which we have never believed, anid still re- 
fase to believe, applicable. In reply to a charge less un- 
worthy of attention, since it was more candid, we stated 
some time ago, that this journal is entirely independent anid 
that the opivions its columns contain are from first to Inst 
the outcome of honest conviction. We can only now repeat 
that statement, and we do so most emphatically, astonished 
indeed at the new title arrogated by our contemporary, but 
‘not disposed to fancy that it is anything more than an 
injudicious method of advertisement. There we shall let 
the matter rest, pending the explanation our contemporary 
is called upon to give. 





Most reluctantly do we incur the risk of wearying our 
readers by placing before them matters that concern our- 
selves alone, but since there are some who seem to take an 
inexplicable interest in such things, we beg to state, that 
this journal is entirely the property of its present editor, 
and that no one else has any share in it or lien upon it of 
any sort whatsoever. | 





“It burns throughout the day and night without atten- 
tion, The quantity of the fire, as well as its intensity, 
may be regulated at pleasure. When set to any quantity 
or intensity it continues to burn with but slight variation. 
It consumes nearly all its smoke. The fire is always bright 
and clear, no black coal being seen. It is very clean when 
in use aud requires no fire-irons. It gives a large supply of 
pure warm air. It burns anthracite coal, coke or cinders, 
or any continuation of these. The chimney flue does not 
require sweeping oftener than once in four or five years. 
. The cost of it cau be no objection, fuel for it is one penny for 
six hourg, No coal box is required in tho room.” 

What a very delightful aud marvellous grate! No wonder 
that Mr. William Burges, A.R.A., doubted ils very existence. 
We are pretty much in the same predicamont ourselves, so 
we shall simply repriut, for our readers’ consideration, Mr. 
Samuel Russell's description of his invention, as given at 


a late meeting of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects :— 
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“The grate is provided with two flues, one passing up- 
wards in the ordinary way from above the fire, the other 
commencing below the fire aud passing up behind it, the 
two communicating at any point above the fire. At the 
junction of these two flues a valve is formed capable of 
being regulated so ns to divert the draught in either direc. 
tion. When the valve is open, leaving a free upper draught, 
the fire is very mild, and in proportion as it is closed the 
fire increases in intensity, and produces almost a white heat 
when quite closed. Thus auy fire desired may be obtained 
by simply turning the knob which regulates the valve. 
Another portion of this invention cousiste of a vertical 
tube or chamber for containing the fuel, the lower 
end of which opens into the back of the grate. It 
is charged from the upper end which is then closed air. 
tight. The fael by the action of its own gravity continues 
to supply tho consumption of the fire. The double flue and 
valve, as already stated, regulate the inteusity. To regu- 
late the qnautity, the front bars are made to draw forward 
with a counterbalance weight always tending to draw them 
back, with a catch to fix them in auy desired position, 
When the catch is removed the backward pressure stops 
the fall of fuel, the fire becomes gradually less, and is 
finally extingaished. By this arrangement a small quantity 
of fire may be kept burning throughout the night, the bars 
in the morning being drawn forward, aud a scuttle of cual 
supplied, starts i¢ afresh for the next four and twenty 
hours, As the fuel enters at the back the smoke is 
evolved from it before reaching the fire, and whether the 
up and down draught, or both, are in force, it is consumed, 
tbe only escape for it being through the fire.” 

The impression all this conveys is that we shall presently 
be warming ourselves by machinery, which would, after all, 
be a very comnfortless sort of proceeding. The heathen iu 
holy writ, who performed so many vagaries with a log 
of wood, only succeeded in amusing himself once and that 
was when he saw the fire and cried, ha! ha! So it is with 
civilized beings too. A large hearth, with blazing billets 
and glowing coals, in an arrangement neither economical 
vor scientific, but when we abandon it for finnikin fires, 
regulated by valves and cuunterbalances, our geniality will 
certainly lose what our exchequers gain. 





We described last week the constitution of the New De- 
partment of Agriculture and Commerce (Néshomushd) as 
well as the general duties of the Minister. The functions of 
the various Bureaux remain to be noticed. They are as fol- 
lows :— 

The Bureau of Agricultare will condact all business con- 
nected with the development of agrictlture, fisheries, hunt- 
ing, reclamation of land, geological surveys, agricultaral 
schools and similar institutions, compilation of agricultaral 
statistics and affairs having relation to the Deliberative Board 
of Agriculture, | 

The Bureau of Trade will condact business having refer- 
ence to the developement of trade, mercantile companies, 
weights and mensnres, mercantile marine,® collection of com- 
mercial statistics, and affairs connected with the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The Bureau of Manufactures will conduct business having 
reference to the development of industries, patents, trade- 
warks, manufacturing schools and other institutions of 8 
similar nature, compilation of industrial statistics, and affairs 
relating to the Deliberative Board of Manufactures and Arts. 

© This business has hitherto been conducted in the Mariae Office, 


a subdivision of the General Post Office, but it is now tranaf 
to the Bureau of Trade. 
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The Bureau of Forests will conduct business connected 
with forestry, as for cxample the maintenance, planting, 
felling, etc. of trees in forests belonging to the State as well 
as to private individuals. 

The Bureau of Museums will have charge of all museums 
and take measures for the preservation of antiquities and the 
encouragement of the fine arts. 

The High Deliberative Board f of Agriculture, Trade and 
Manufactures, will be convened by order of the “ Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce” at fixed periods or on special 
occasions, and will discuss matters—submitted by cither the 
Privy Council or the “Minister of Agricalture and Com- 
merce’”’—connected with agricultural, commercial or industrial 
interests. ‘The members of the Board will be appointed by 
the Privy Council, and the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce will sit as President, ex officio. 

Any Privy Councillor, or any chief of Department, or 
Commissioner, whose special duties are connected with the 
question under «discussion, may attend himself or be repre- 
sented by deputy at the meetings of the Board. 

Members of the Board will be assigned, on appointment, to 
one of the three Bureaux (Agricalture, Trade, Manufactures ), 
and it will be within the competency of the ‘Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce ” to convene a mecting of members 
belonging to any one Bureau, or of the whole namber. 

A schedule of matters which it will come within the pro- 
vince of thu board to discuss, as well a3 the principles to be 
observed in the selection of members, and other rales of de- 
tail, will form the subject of a separate notification.t 

The new Department will rank next below that of Educa- 
tion and above that of Public Works. 





It will be scen from the above that the New Department 
consists, with one exception, of Bureaux which already ex- 
isted, but are now transferred from the Home Department 
&c. to that of Agriculture and Commerce. The exception is 
the Bureau of Manafactures, which is created for the first 
time. We have not thought it necessary to include either the 
Secretariat or the Accountants’ Bureau in our list as their 
functions have reference altogether to the interior economy 
of the Department. | 

In some respects the matters coming within the province 
of the Nõesnõñmushõ are of a more varied nature than those 
over which the English Board of Trade exercises control, 
but on the other hand, railways do not appear in the cata- 
logue of the former's responsibilities. Why this should be 
80, it seems difficult to divine, for railways certainly con- 
stitute a most important factor in the development o 
commerce. f 

The “ High Deliberative Board” is a novel feature, but 
its counterpart exists, in a less practical form, in our own 
polity, for the English Board of Trade is nominally under 
the direction of a Committce of the Privy Council, com- 
posed of a President with certain ex-officio members, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the First 
Lord of the Treasury, the Chief Seerctaries of State, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, nnd others. Naturally this 
committee exercises no practical control over the functions of 
of the Board, which for all intents and purposes is a distinct 
branch of the Government. It is plain that the scheme adopted 
in Japan is more sensible than our own, since, while the new 
Department remains virtually independent, its connection 
with the Privy Council is sufficiently preserved by the High 
Deliberative Board. On the whole the institntion of the 





t This Deliberative Board was accidentally omitted from the Ji:-t 
we published last week. 


+ This notification has not yet appeared. 
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Noshimnashd seems calculated to facilitate the conduct of 
State business, and certainly there is no lack of subjects to 
occupy its attention at present in Japan. 

Probably the considerations which have led to the establish- 
ment of this Department will he best understood by a perusal 
of the memorial submitted to the Emperor by their Excel- 
lencies Okuma and Ito, as that memorial has undoubtedly 
been the cause of the Department’s creation. The following 
is a resumé of its contents:— 

The main object to he accomplished in the administration 
of the national finances at present being economy, combined 
with a simple and facile method of conducting affairs, it is 
essential that every possible effort should be made to il 
expenditure as well as to introduco reforms into the general 
system. A scheme for the improvement of the local 
(provincial) administration has becn already clearly indicated 
in No. 48,* Imperial decrees, and although as regards the 
Centra] Administration, the first step has been taken in the 
notification ordering the sale of Government factories é&c., no 
scheme has yet been proposed for the rearrangement of the 
Departmental fanctions, though executive improvements must 
of necessity commence there. An order indeed has been 
issued to all the Departments directing them to limit the 
range of their fanctions, but being addressed to each Depart- 
ment and Commission severally, it can only be carried ont 
tcithin such Department or Commission, and its benefits 
cannot therefore extend to the execative body as a whole. 

Now, the reform which appears to be most urgently required 
iu this direction, is the creation of a Department for the 
conduct of business relating to agriculture and commerce, so 


‘| that the fanctions now parcelled out among various offices may 


be concentrated in one. At present affairs connected with 
agriculture and the mercantile marine are controlled respec- 
tively by the Agricultural Bureau and the General Post 
Office under the Home Department, those of commerce are 
under the direction of the Bureau of Trade in the Fiuance 
Department, while, since the abolition of the Bureau of 
Manufactures (Kankoriyo) no office exists for the manage- 
ment of industrial concerns. 

The present system of official management in agricaltural 
and commercial affairs, suggests that a very secondary im- 
portance attaches to the true duties of the legislature in such 
matters ; duties which may be defined as the enactment of 
measures calculated to afford universal encouragement and 
protection to farming and tradal industries, and the establish- 
ment of an uniform, impartial system, under which all agri- 
culturists and merchants will have equal incentives to 





* Reference is here made to a decree issued November 5th, 1880, 
of which the preamble ran thus :—‘‘ Whereas, it having been 
deemed expedient to curtail the State expenditure and thereby in- | 
crease the capital available for redeeming paper currency, as also to 
facilitate the local administration, the follo have 
been framed and are hereby notified -— 

The regulations are (1) that species of Local taxes levied upon 
land to be in future one third instead of one fifth of the (National) 
land tax. (2) Three items of local expenditure, viz, expenses con- 
nected with the construction and maintenance of provincial Govern- 
ment offices, expenses for maintenance of provincial prisons and 
expenses connected with provincial prison buildings, to be in futare 
a charge upon the Local taxes instead of on the National Trea- 
sury, as heretofore. (3) The grant of money hitherto made by the 
Central Government to cover a portion of the expenses of local en- . 
gineering works, as the construction and maintenance of rivers, 
harbours, roads, embarkments, bridges &c., to be discontinued from 


July 1881. 

This decree was accompanied by another which provided for the 
appointment of “Permauent Committees of the City and Provin- 
cial Assemblies, wl.oee duties ahould he to advise the authorities on 
the best metbod of carrying «ut the pablic works described in the 
first decree. It will thus be seen that although an additional bar- 
den was placed upon the people by the increase of the local taxes, 
yet they acquired for the first time the right of adcising the lacal 
authorities on the conduct of works accomplished at their own bed pens 
The enactment was therefore justly regarded as a step towards the 
improvement of provincial aduinistration, and met with universal 
approval. 
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industry. Those now in office appear sometimes to trans-| trusted, but also to those who found in the old system too 


gress the limits of encourageraent or protection, making 
themselves responsible for the con duct of various undertakings, 
er favouring only a limited number of agricalturists and 
traders by lending them capital &c., thus, unwittingly no 
doubt, assuming that most pernicious réle of competing for 
profits against the general body of merchants and farmers. 
This state of things must be altered, for the general control 
only of agriculture and commerce should be accounted the 
primary duty of those in office. | 

Now the conduct of agricultural and commercial affairs is 
delegated at present, in part to the Home, in part to the 
Finance Departments, and, as consequence, constant in- 
convenience is caused by an absence of uniformity in the 
methods of procedure adopted by each Department with re- 
gard to one and the same matter. Needless expenditure is 
also incurred. Thus the annual outlay for the Bureau of 
Agricalture is yen 314,479 : for the Genera! Post Office, yen 
1,163,864 ; for the Marine Office (a branch of the preceeding 
yen 655,708 (apart from the subsidy—240,000 yen—to the 
Mitsu Bishi §. S. Company for the carriage of mails) ; for 
the Bureau of Trade, yen 66,617 ; for the Bureau for Storage 
of Grain, yen $1,941 ; and for the Bureau of Forests yen 
200,000, making a total of yen 1,832,109. If to this be 
added the expenses of the nursery garden at Mita, the Agri- 
cultaral college at Komaba and the farm in Shimosa (viz. 
yen 144,793) all belonging to the Bureau of Agriculture, the 
grand total reaches yen 1,976,902. If these various 
Bureaux were combined under one Department, there ought 
not to be much difficalty in effecting some saving in ex- 


penditare. But even though no such saving were feasible, 


it is beyond question that the transaction of business would 
be much facilitated by the amalgamation, unnecessary outlay 
avoided, and the entire system of fostering trade and agricul- 
ture improved. It thus appears that an executive reform, 
unattended by any additional outlay, nay even calculated to 
effect an economy, is possible, and that such a reform is in 
strict conformity with the objects the Government now has 
in view, is manifest. 

The Postal Service is, however, a special one, and 
being charged with foreign services requires to be left 
somewhat independent, The offices of Postmaster-generals 
should therefore be kept as before, but brought under the 
general direction of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce. 

The memorial then proceeds to instance various cases of 
Earopean States where Departments similar to that proposed, 
or of a slightly difforent nature, exist, and where the postal 
service forms a separate Department or a semi-independent 
Bureau. 

It is scarcely necessary for us to make any comment on 
the nature of the proposed reform. We have never doubted 
that the object of the Government in affording exceptional 
aid and facilities to certain industries, was both legitimate 
and honest, but it has been impossible to avoid the convic- 
tion that not a few abuses had gradually grown up under the 
system pursued, and that those abuses were eminently calcu- 
lated to bring discredit upon the polity that made them pos- 
sible. The proposal for reform might have come from many 
another quarter less hampered by private and party obstacles, 
but this is a point upon which it were obviously indisercet to 
enlarge, however much it merits our admiration. ‘I'he new 
department has ample scope to be useful, and precedents that 
ought to deter it from vexatious interference or ill-advised 
generosity. We read the record of its constitution very 
falsely, if it be not a matter for genuine congratulation, not 
alone to those with the tatelage of whose interests it is en- 
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easy opportunities for “ busying themselves with much sery- 
ing.” 





Commenting on the two American-Chinese treaties, the 
notification of which is now subject to the consideration of 
Congress, the Penn Monthly appositely remarks that the 
document which deals specially with commerce is not of such 
immense importance as some of the newspapers seem to 
think. ‘Trade between the two states is “small and declin. 
ing.” Even where the Chinese are purchasing more largely 
than formerly of American fabrics, such as cotton, “ their 
purchases are generally made through other countries and 
not directly.” The writer thinks that the agreement is 
notable chiefly in throwing open what commerce the United 
States have to the freest competition of Chinese ships and 
sailors. ‘“ While we claim the right to regulate their immi- 
gration, for the benefit of workingmen on land, we renounce 
the American sailor to the merciless competition of a race 
that can live and save money on five cents a day. As a con- 
sequence we shall soon see our trans-Pacific commerce en- 
tirely in the hands of the almond-eyed Celestials, and their 
mercantile marine driving ours from that great ocean, except its 
scanty coasting trade.” Already indications of the possibility of 
such result are not lacking. The freight list of the Oceanic, 
on the latest occasion of that vessel sailing from Hongkong 
hither en route to San Francisco, suffered considerably 
through a combination of Chinese firms or compradores. 
Already the flag of the China Merchants’ Steamship Com- 
pany has been seen in the harbour of the Golden Gate ; and 
the experiment having proved successful will be extensively 
followed—with what effect upon American rivalry can readily 
be forescen. The critic only in part appreciates “the want 
of fairness as regards the proposed regulation of the opium 
traffic. No American ship is to take it to China while Eng- 
lish ships are allowed to do go.” The real injustice is that, 
while.opium may not be carried in American ‘bottoms no like 
restriction is placed on Chinese vessels. As we have indicated 
on a previous occasion, an American shipmaster, compelled 
to refuse an opium cargo in Bombay, might see it nccepted 
by the commander of a Celestial craft. Of course this is all 
wrong. To be of any moral value the convention should have 
provided for reciprocity in this case at least. 





The Ohinese question continues to exercise the minds of 
the virtuous politicians of the Pacific slope. The State of 
Nevada, stigmatised by the magazines above quoted as 8 
“mining camp,” has taken a vote on the subject, and by s 
great majority has declared that “the Chinese must go.” 
Oar contemporary says that the only thing remarkable in 
the matter is that the camp in question should thiuk its ides 
worth quoting. “There is no community in the United 
States whose opinion has less moral weight ; and there is no 
sin iu the record of the republican party greater than the 
erection into a State of this barren wilderness ; with a popu- 
lation of money-hunters, stationary in numbers though con- 
stantly shifting in composition, and with a soil poisoned be- 
yond any hope of redemption.” In California assent to the 
new agreements has been mado a party question in the legis- 
lature, where they are supported by the republican majority. 
The minority and its constituents are, of course displeased, 
because no provision is made for the prompt and wholesale 
banishment of the bated race. The Afonthly deems that the 
whole people of the country, with a few exceptions, would 
regard the expulsion as an act of the grossest cruelty to a 
large body of poor creatures, most of whom have risked their 
whole substance and the best years of their lives in pushing 
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their fortunes in America. On the other hand, the writer 
observes, the Chinese colony contains but few familics, and 
gains little by natural increment. ‘Its members come with 
no intention of staying permanently in this country ; and by 
the moderate exercise of the power secured in the treaty their 
numbers will be so much reduced that their competition will 
be so much less formidable to the white laborer than it has 
been.” Considerable discussion is still expected ; and it is 
hoped that one achievement will be the cessation of the sec- 
tional alienation which has arisen between the Pacific coast 
and other parts of the country, and forms one of the scrious 
perils of the national situation. Whatever may be the future 
of the much abused and usefully laborious yellow race in 
America, the fact will always remain that it has put ten times 
as much valuc into, as it has removed from, the territory of 
the republic. But for the patient, plodding, frugal Asiatic, 
the fortunes of the west of the United States must have been 
delayed by at least two decades. 


An amusing story is told of an inspection performed by 
the late Minister of Marine in the carly days of his appoint- 
ment. The ship inspected was to all appearances in excellent 
order, and the Admiral’s silence as he walked from place to 
place was not unnaturally constraed into an absence of any 
pretext for fault finding. When about to reseat himself in his 
barge, however, the iuspecting officer turned to the Captain 
and enquired whether his ship was for sale. 

“For sale, Sir,” replied the Captain in astonishment. 
“Certainly not, so far as I know. May I ask what has sug- 
gested such a question ? ” 

“ Meorely this,” was the answer. “I havo always under- 
stood that things which are for sale are generally burnished 
and cleansed on the sides exposed to view, while the parts 
not so easily seen are often dirty and neglected. I have not 
heard myself that there is any intention of placing your ship 
upon the market, but my inspection suggests to me that you 
may have received somo instractions to that effect.” 

It does not appear that this Captain was one of those who 
displayed a disposition to tender their resignations at the 
same time as Mr. Yenomoto. 





Late one night in the beginning of last February a visitor 
knocked at the door of a house in the village of Hataya, 
prefecture of Yamagata. The house belonged to one Kurata 
Koyemon, a wealthy farmer of some repute in the district, 
and a man of conservative creed both as regards superstitions 
and the dutics of hospitality. It was a bitter season. The 
roads had long ceased to be anything more than furrows in 
the piled up snow and a ceaseless scud of flying flakes swept 
from mountain to moor like a phantom that finds no rest. 
Men scarcely ventured abroad even when the feeble sunshine 
kept them company, while with the nightfall came utter 
desolation, and a silence only broken at times by the snow 
slipping from its bed of bamboo leaves. Gently, therefore, as 
the visitor knocked, the farmer’s servant, Harakichi, was 
immediately roused, though not to prompt activity. Like 
his master he associated midnight guests with the inhabitauts 
of a ghostly world, and would have been content to ignore a 
good many repetitions of the summons, had it not been 
accompanied by an exceptionally musica! female voice. A 
Woman wayfarer at such an hour and in such weather might 
not be Jeft waiting without, whatever contingencies were con- 
nected with her coming, and so Harakichi drew back the 
bolt and opened the postern. Beyond the threshold stood a 
lady of beauty so refined that to rustic eyes she seemed a 
goddess. She might have been some thirty years of age, 
but time had used her so gently that its passage seemed to 
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have mellowed rather than withered her charms, while her 
garb aud bearing betrayed a dignity more than sufficient to 
overawe the most independent yeoman in Hatava. As 
for the farm servant, dazzled and bewildered, he thought of 
nothing but gazing, and if some mechanical formule of 
enquiry passed his lips, he was quite startled at receiving a 
reply such as any polite human being might have uttered. 
She lived, the lady said, near the Tarn of Hataya, and she 
had a request to prefer which she trusted the yeoman would 
perinit her to state in person, for to that end she had made 
her way through the night and the snow. Something like a 
shadow of suspicion crossed the servant’s mind that his 
master's conjugal fidelity had once been tried and found 
wanting, and that the old, old story of woman’s faith and 
man’s fickleness was about to be again rehearsed, but it seem- 
ed to him impossible that frailty so lovely could ever cease 
to be lovable. At any rate it was not a business that would 
yet bear to be shouted from the house-top, so stealing into 
his master’s room, he roused him gently and whispered the 
terms of the lady’s message with an exclamatory description 
of her surpassing loveliness. 

The yeoman, however, had an easy conscience togcther with 
a wholesome sense of marital obedience. Ho would have been 
glad to meet the beautifal wayfarer alone, had he been quite 
assured of her haman nature and his wife’s ignorance, but 
being doubtfal of both, he took his better half into his con- 
fidence. The result justified his prudence. Mrs. Kurata 
indignantly refused to sanction any mecting at which she 
was not herself present, and accordingly the two repaired 
together to the guest chamber where the midnight visitor 
awaited them. 

The reality seldom satisfies the expectation, but in this 
case the terms of the aphorism might have been reversed. 
An angel painted by Rian* or au incarnation of Rifajint 
could scarcely have been more charmingly lovely and gracefal 
than this lady wanderer. Neither did her beauty alone 
distinguish her. ‘This must have won the yeoman’s welcome, 
indeed, but his wife might have proved less facile had not 
she, in her tarn, been subdued by the visitor’s dignity. The 
worthy couple were in short completely fascinated, and it was 
with a multitude of apologetic expressions that they ventured 
to enquire the purpose of their guest’s visit. There was 
little likelihood that sach humble folk could be of any service 
to onc in her position, but if their good fortaue should make 
it possible for them to do anything;useful, they pressed her to 
give them the opportunity. The lady received these 
assurances with a sweet smile, The yeoman’s and his good 
wife’s generous dispositions were well known to all their 
neighbours, she said, and it did not therefore surprise her to 
find them so considerate.. Her business was, however, of such 
a delicate nature that she might not disclose it in public, and 
she therefore begged that the servants, who by this time had 
assembled in the room on one pretext or another, should be 
desired to withdraw for a moment. This done she moved 
close up to Mr, and Ars. Kurata and addressed them in a 
low tone :-— 

“I pray you not to be startled by the disclosare I am 
about to make, for under all circumstances you may be 
assured that my cowing bodes nothing but good to you and 
yours. I know that for centurics back the inhabitauts of 
ycur village have worshipped their tutelary goddess, Benten 
who when she visits the earth, assumes the form of a Dragon 
and lives in the ‘Tarn of Hataya. I am that goddess, and if 
I have visited you to-night, it is because your hospitality is 














* Acelebrated Chinese artist, who flourished urder the Sung 
(960-1279). 
+ The Helen of the Orient. 
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— and appreciated by those to whom all human | tere surprised when, on opening the door, they found the 


hearts are legible.” 

By this time the heads of the yeoman and his wife were 
bowed upon the mats, and their visitor’s voice seemed to come 
to them from some region immeasurably raised above the 
sphere of their own lowly existence. The lady, observing 
their disquietade, continued in a tone if possible more gentle. 

“ For the sake of their subjects on earth the gods them- 
selves are sometimes doomed to suffer no small inconvenience. 
Such is now my case. My presence at this season is essential 
to the well-being of your village, but the Tarn, my abode, 
is, as you know, covered with « thick coat of ico. 
This wece a small matter under ordinary circumstances, 
but it so happens that I am about to become a mother, and 
I am thus obliged to choose between the risk of exposing 
my child to the hardships of such a wretched domicile, and 
that of leaving the people of Uzen to the misfortunes from 
which my presence alone can guard them.” 

This was an alternative that seemed cqually terrible to 
the yeoman and his wife. Not yet daring to raise their 
heads, they assured their visitor of their respectful sympa- 
thy and earnest desire to be of service, if that were possible. 
« It is not only possible,” she replied, “but easy. All that 
I L require is the use of your godown for three days’ and three 
nights. Other places in the village might be more conveni- 
ent and luxurious, but the heart of a host is more to the 
gods than the nature of his hospitality.” 

Need it to be said that Kurata and his wife assented 
readily to this proposition. The man perhaps had some 
fond fancies about the gentle favours his acquiescence might 
win for him in the future, but even had the suppliant been a 
wrinkled hag, he might not have hesitated, seeing that the 
welfare of his fellow townsmen was at stake. So soon there- 
fore as the lady had taken her departure, preparations were 
made to carry out her wishes. The godown in question 
contained a considerable quantity of goods and chattels, but 
as the lady had desired that these should not be removed 
lest public attention might be attracted, they were merely 
packed away in one end of the building, while the other was 
furnished with everything rich or sumptuous the ycoman 
could provide himself or borrow from his neighbours. 

That night the garden gate and the iron door of the 
godown were left open, but Kurata and all his household 
shut themselves in and closed every aperture of the farmstead, 
for they knew that inquisitive eyes are hateful to the deities. 

A little after midnight the sound of fect crushing the 
frozen suow was heard, and Kurata set himself to tell his 
beads while the farm servants huddled together round the 
kitchen hearth. Apparently the dispositions made for the 
reception of the goddess were not entirely satisfactory. All 
through the hours of darkness until the tardy twilight began 
to struggle with the frost-fog, the inmates of the tarmstead 
could hear people coming and going, and more than once 
noises issued from the godown such as those that accompany 
the discharging of cargo or the shifting of scenes in a theatre. 
By the dawn of day, however, all was quiet. A well-trodden 
track from the outer gate to the godown shewed that the 
strange visitor hind availed herself of the yeoman's hospitality, 
but beyond this there was no evidence of life, nor did any 
sounds of active existence again issue from the dragon’s 
lodging. 

On the morning of the third day Mr. and Mrs. Kurata 
stole reverentially to the door of the godown, and en- 
quired, not without perturbution, whether their humble 
preparations had found favour in the eyes of the goddess. 
They were not surprised at receiving no answer, for 
their sacred guest had intimated her intention of return - 
ing to the tarn before the third sunrise. But they 
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building perfectly empty, not only their own furniture and 
that they had borrowed, having disappeared, but also every 
one of the goods and chattels they had so carefully piled up 
in the end the goddess did not occupy. 

The police are now busily engaged in an attempt to catch 
the dragon, but Mr. Kurata still visits the frozen tarn from 
time to time, unable to persuade himself that the beautiful 
Benten will never made him any amends for tho cighteen 
hundred yen he has lost in her service. 





There are, it appears, no Iess than sixty-five thousand two 
hundred doctors practicing in Japan, of whom five hundred 
and four only have received legitimate diplomas, and of these 
latter, fifty are denizensof Tokiyo. It follows therefore that 
there are sixty-four thousand, six hundred and ninety-six 
individuals playing fast and loose with the lives of their 
fellow-creatures throughout the country, that is to say, au 
average of one quack to four hundred and seventy quacked. 





Some strangely contradictory elements distinguish the 
character of the Kiyoto citizens. Economical almost to 
penuriousness, they are yet the most persistent votaries of 
pleasure Japan possesses. As buyers they will chaffer hours 
over the fraction of a cash; as sellers they will sacrifice a 
customer rather thau abate a cent without long reflection, 
and yet from the time the first plum-blossom bursts till the 
last maple leaf falls, they will lavish their time and money upon 
amusements that could scarcely brighten hearts not by nature 
sunny. The Tokiyo trader is aman whose demands bear 
some ratio to his respectibility. A reduction of ten per cent 
is, in his eyes, perfectly consistent with dignified dealings ; 
fifteen, he will grant you at a pinch, but beyond that he will 
not pass without a pretext. It must be a plausible pretext 
too, and one that will in nowise compromise his reputation. 
Thus if he sells to you for the first time, there nced be no 
limit to his complaisance, because it ts the first time; and 
that being se, he does not fail to leave himself an ample 
margin when confronted by astranger. Again, although you 
are an old customer, any lengthy cessation of dealings is held 
to furnish a sufficient plea for exceeding the wonted reduc- 
tion, and a similar license is permitted at cortain seasons, 
as for example, the New year or tlic last day of every month. 
With these exceptions, however, he must tax his invention 
if he desires to lower the standard. In ninety-nine cases he 
will tell you that the article in question was originally pur- 
chased with several others, and that the latter having been | 
well sold, he can afford to let vou have the former at an ap- 
parent loss ; in the hundredth instance, he will say that the 
thing does not belong to him and that he will send round to 
ask the owner ;_ while if he be a valgar retailer, he will have 
recourse to his soroban and extract from it some inexplicable 
excuse. Sell he will, however, if he can, and the sooner the 
better. In Saikiyo, on the: other hand, a totally different 
practice prevails. There the. tradesmau asks what he 
thinks lie can get without tle remotest reference to what he 
means to take. So reluctant too is he lose any infinitesimal 
chance of improving his bargain, that he can _ seldom 
consent at one sitting to a tithe of the abatement 
he has long resolved to wake. If you are a ree 
sident of the Western metropolis you may only hope to 
overcome this reluctance by importunity ; by repeatiug 
your visits and your offer again aud again until the mer- 
chant has become reconciled to tle latter, or convinced that 
a continuance of the former would cost you less than an 
amendment of your terms. If you are a tourist you may be 
tolerably confident that some offer, perhaps of unconditional 
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assent, perhaps of compromise, will reach you on the eve of 
your departure from the city. In short the Kiyoto man of 
business can never endure to part with his possessions, whe- 
ther they be in coin or kind, until he is assured that no profit 
can be earncd by patience. Le prefers problematical prizes 
and endless procrastination, to trifling gains and speedy 
returns, and hence he is justly accounted the worst man of 
business and withal the most penurious householder in 
Japau. 

Nevertheless from spring to fall Kiyoto seems to wear the 
raiment of perpetual merry-making. A haze of holiday 
mellows cverything. The air is full of music and mirth 
echoed and re-echoed from 
pleasure” that dot the slopes of the surrounding hills. ‘The 
streets are a may-fair of stalls and booths, and whether on 
artificial lake or among the rocks in the river’s bed, every 
available space is converted into a lounge for light-hearted. 
revellers. Business indeed appears to have been banished 
for life, and you shall see the fut merchant, who an hour ago 
wrangled over a tester, disporting himself among the booths 
and blossoms, and bestowing his largesse, right liberally on 
sunny-eyed damsels who flutter hither and thither, their rain- 
bow raiment and long flapping sleeves making them look for 
all the world like gigantic butterflies. 

The dancing and singing girls of the Western metropolis 
have long formed a sort of guild possessing, in common, 
schools for the cultivation, and halls fur the periodical dis- 
play of, their gracefal accomplishments. Without these coy 
little damsels no revel is complete nor any genuine festivity 
possible. They may be said to come out with the cherry 
blossoms, for when a tinge of pink is just beginning to show 
among the leafless branches, the “‘ Geisha” hold their yearly 
exhibition of dancing, the ‘“ Miyako-odori” or minuet of the 
Metropolis. This performance takes place at the “ Kaburenjo’ 
or principal dancing saloon, a compact building, small indeed 
since it is only capable of accomodating four hundred specta- 
tors, but neat and dapper like its light-footed lessees. It 
consists of a low stage extending right across the end of the 
saloon—which is nearly square—and continuing in the form 
of narrow boarded passages along cach side of the enclosed 
“pit.” The pit itself is a large carpeted area—somewhat 
lower than the stage—without benches or division, and 
behind it are two or three tiers of raised seats, forming 
a kind of dress circle. Farther back still are three spacious 
matted rooms, entircly open at the front. These are 
boxes for “‘ distinguished visitors.” ‘Ihe orchestra of singing 
girls lines each wing, being seated on a raised dais behind 
the side passages. They are twenty in number, equally dis- 
tributed on the right and left ; those on the right are playing 
the samisen, while of those on the left, one performs on a 
fife, two on cymbals and five on hand-drums (sudzumi). 
After a prelude from these musicians, who wear robes and 
girdles of an uniform tint, rather sombre than gaudy, the 
dancing girls slowly advance along the side passages towards 
the stage, and while the heads of the two lines are still a few 
feet apart, they halt, half on the stage, half on the passages, 
and go through that strange performance of rythmic oscilla- 
tion and lithesome gesture, so entrancing to the Japanese, so 
incomprehensible to Westerns unintiated in the mysteries of the 
“‘ music of motion.” After this the two iines pass on, cross- 
ing one another, until they have completely changed places, 
when they repeat the dance, if dance it may be called, amid 
the delighted ejaculations of the spectators, who distinguish 
their favourites by name and do not even hesitate occasion- 
ally to suggest supposed improvements in style or bearing, 
though on the whole they are far less demonstrative than an 


European audience. ‘This second dance concluded, the girls 
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the rest file out through the stage entrance, and the curtain 
falls. Inthe next scene the dancers appear with different 
costumes, and are first sceu grouped on a balustrade veran- 
dah before a garden, designed to represent the scene of the 
annual exhibition. ‘Thence, after a few graceful motions, they 
advance in two lines as before, and perform the well-known 
fan dance. Again the curtain falls and rising for the third 
time discovers the same garden, now, however, gay with 
paper blossoms, hanging lanterns, rocks, trees and so forth, 
while the girls, each wearing a hat of flowers, dance in pairs, 
and disappear dancing, and if they do not carry with them the 
hearts of a good many among their audience, it is certainly 
not for Inck of winsomeness or artless grace. Probably that fat 
morchant in the pit will follow them and pass the night 
carousing, but for all that if you go to-morrow to his shop, you 
will find him as relactant as ever to sell you a bronze vase or 
Imari plate at anything like a reasonable profit. 








Poricy For Korea, 
by Kwo-in-ken. 
(Continued from last Saturday.) 


Korea will no doubt easily credit the necessity for drawing 
closer her bonds of amity with China, but she will probably 
be divided in her sentiments with regard to Japan. It is 
conceivable that many of her people will say :—* The Japan- 
ese are our hereditary enemies, for did they not, in Hide- 
yoshi’s time, invade our territories, sssault our capital, 
slaughter our ancestors and lay the whole country waste, 
until they were at last driven back and completely defeated 
by the forces of the Min? Of late too they have adopted 
western customs, borrowing even their models’ aggressive 
policy, so that it is impossible to conjecture what schemes 
they may be hatching. At the time of the Ko-kwa trouble, 
Saigo Takamori strongly urged an immediate recourse to 
arins, and his proposal would have been carried out bat for - 
the strenuous opposition of Iwakura aud Okubo. What 
grounds then have we for supposing that the feelings of the 
Japancse are changed towards us? If we once make a treaty 
with them, we must needs observe it, and would not that be 
a proceeding pretty similar to the conduct of the householder 
who opened the door himself to the burglars? Saigo’s 
proposal was only opposed by two or three of his colleagues. 
The majority would have been too glad to plant colonics in 
Korea and possess themselves by degrees of her coast line, but 
reflection demonstrated their inability, and so they abandoned 
the idea. They remembered that Korea has never lacked 
brave and able leaders during all the centurics of her exist- 
ence, and they felt that there was little hope of coming off 
completely victorious in a straggle with her. Nay, even 
though they should be entirely successful for the time, it was 
certain that Korea would rebel the moment their forces were 
withdrawn, while to keep an army always in the peninsula 
would be impossible. China too would assuredly range herself 
on Korea’s side, and if the conquest of the latter alone were 
problematical, in alliance with the former sho would be almost 
impregnable. It was for these reasons Saigo’s project was 
not executed.” 

All this may be very true, but it must not be forgotten that 
Japan's vicinity to Korea forbids indifference to the latter’s 
fate. It would be a serious danger to Japan if Korea fell: 
into strange hands, and it is consequently tho policy of the 
Japanese to ally themselves with Korea for the purpose of 
strengthening her, so that she may become the parnpet of the 
western sea. There is no other really sagacious course 
under existing circumstances. Japan, strong as she scems, 
is really in a state of exhaustion; her Government is at issue 
with its subjects, her treasury is empty, she has no leisure 
to strengthen her defences. An ancient strategist has said, 
“take heed to your enemy first, to yourself afterwards.” If 
the Koreans understand that Japan’s purpose in secking-an 
alliauce with them, is not suspicious, they will Lave no 
hesitation themselves in accepting that alliance. 

It may, however, be argued that the natural defences of 
Korea will cease to be valuable if the Japanese are allowed 
to survey the country and draw maps of it: that the port of 
Jinsen is, as it were, the gate of the peninsula, and that to 
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abandonment of a strong position: and finally, that if 
Japan had «0 aggressive designs, she would not trouble 
herself to survey out-of-the-way reefs along the coast or to 
take up posts of vantage near the Capital. 

In bygone ages indeed the sale of topographical surveys 
to other states was prohibited by law on pain of death, and 
it was customary when foreign envoys came, to introduce 
them by some round-about way, and to prevent them from 
acquiring any knowledge of the nature of the country. But 
such habits no longer prevail, Universal intercourse is now 
the rule. Korea’s neighbour China, as well as the far dis- 
tant nations of Europe and America, compile and publish 
charts to facilitate navigation, while foreign representatives 
reside permanently at the various capitals. 

At whatever part of the world we look we shall find, that 
a nation which has not strength to keep foreigners out, is 
invariably the object of their aggression. Thus the frontiers 
of Annam have been seized by France, and England interferes 
in the polity of Burmah. Again a nation may be very 

werful and yct she docs not hesitate to grant others free 
ingress. Thus Englishmen live at St. Petersburg and Rus- 
sians at London without any evil resulis. In short a coun- 
try's power to remain secluded, is not at all measured by her 
apparent facility of intercourse. Morcover, Japan, as I have 
before remarked, is no longer in a position to be aggressive, 
and therefore her knowledge of the Korcan peninsula 
might rather enable her to be serviceable to its inhabi- 
tants in the event of an emergency. Korea, too, is 
ignorant of navigation, so that she can find no better way 
of becoming acquainted with the geographical conditions of 
her coasts and seas than by allowing Japan to survey them ; 
nor is such an acquaintance by any means unimportant from 
a strategical point of view. Japan herself once refused 
stoutly to permit the residence of foreign representatives in 
her capital, and would fain have limited her action to opening 
the port of Hiyogo, but after one or two battles she soon 
changed her mind, and has ceased all opposition for more than 
ten years. Does her action tend to show that a country’s 
security depends upon concealing her topography from 
foreigners ? , 

It may be objected again, that although the Koreans cer- 
tainly do crowd about the Japancse—whose language and 
appearance aro strange to thcem—and occasionally even 
make use of abusive terms, still the Japanese cannot be acquit- 
tea of radeness and violence, seeing that even their Consul 
drew his sword, and wounded a Korean officer; condact which 
does not bespeax much respect for treaties of amity or anxiety 
for more intimate relations. 


In answer to this I would say, that self-restraint is not a 
characteristic of the ordinary Japanese. Eager for profit he 
is susceptible to trifles, but blind to matters of graver im- 
portance. If, therefore, such imprudent acts have been 
perpetrated, they must be referred to ignorant people's 
suspicions and not at all to the will of the J apanese Govern- 
ment. Originally, the only port opened by Korea to com- 
merce was Soriy6, near Fusan, and she did everything in 
her power to restrict and suppress trade even there. ‘This 
has long been a source of bitter feeling in Japan. More- 
over, the Japanese residents at Fusan are for the most 
part needy traders from the island of Tsushima, who 
being persons of ignoble origin, busy themselves entirely 
seeking their own profit, and take no thought for the 
benefit of their race. That their conduct should be suffered 
to affect the relations between the two countries would 
be most unjust. The Japanese Government was no 
sooner informed of its consul Tamanojo’s act of violence 
than it recalled him, thereby affording conclusive evidence of 
its real sentiments ; and ander these circamstances Korea’s 
wisest course is to observe her treaty obligations strictly, 
. affording all due protection to Japanese residents go long as 
they beliave properly, and having recourse to official re- 
monstrance if they are guilty of any misdeeds. ‘This is the 
only certain method of preserving friendly relations between 
the two countries. It is not the part of the wise man to give 
himself undue anxiety about trifles and so louse sight of vital 
occasions. 

Admitting, however, that so far as Japan is concerned, 
proximity of position and affinity of race establish a neces- 
sity for alliance, it may perhaps be argued with regard to 
Americans or Europeans that their great distance, the 
difference of their customs, and the tact that their money is 
not current nor their language comprehended, are so many 
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arguments against the advisability of entering into relations 
with them ; while the same considerations scem to show that 
their anxicty for such relations is the outcome of some motive 
partly selfish. 

The truth of such reasoning cannot be ndmitted. America 
is sufficiently busy with the administration of the various 
parts into which she is divided. Her thirty-seven States give 
their president ample occapation, and she hag no desire 
whatsoever to enlarge her territories. She even refused to 
annex Hawaii, for example, though sach annexation was 
proposed by the Hawaiians themselves. She is the richest 
country in the world. Her soil teems with precious 
metals, and her people are deeply skilled in manufac- 
ture and commerce. That she has neither necessity 
nor wish to enrich herself further is a fact patent 
to all the world. If, like other countries, England, France, 
Germany, Italy and so forth, she secks to form a 
treaty with Korea, it is because she, as well as they, is 
anxious to maintain what is called the “balance of power.” 
for the aggressive attitude of certain countries is even more 
marked to-day than in that terrible “ era of battles ” recorded 
in the ancient history of China. Peace can only be pre- 
served by guarding against all preponderance of power or 
excess of weakness. Should any one nation annex foreign 
territory, and so reccive an undue access of strength, she at 
once becomes the object of her fellows’ attacks. Hence that 
condition of mutual watchfalness observable among the states 
of Europe at present ; a condition which renders it — 
sible for Russia to achieve the ambitions she has so long 
harboured against certain parts of the eontinent, and obliges 
her rather to turn her eyes eastward. Where will they be 
first planted? On Koren assuredly, for when that peninsula 
is hers, the whole of Asia will be within reach of her 
clntches, and should she then turn upon Europe with 
this enormous access of power, the possibility of restraining 
her will no longer exist. International law, as recognized in 
the West, forbids one country to seize the territory of 
another, but it also forbids interference in the event of ag- 
gression unless the country assailed be a “ treaty power.” 
It is for this reason that the Western States seek to es- 
tablish friendly relations with Korea, because by maintaining 
its independence against Russia, they protect themselves. 

And among these Western States the one that seems to 
have the best title to honesty, and has earned most confidence 
in China and Japan, is America, From the first her object 
in coming eastward has heen not to injure others but to 
benefit them. To suppose that her eastern policy is dictated 
by any selfish purpose, is nothing but an idle fancy conceived 
by persons who know nothing of the world’s present condition. 

“But,” it will perhaps be said, “ Korea is too small a 
country to enter into the comity of nations. Her resources 
could not possibly endure the strain that would he put 
upon them and the heavy expenses she would be 
obliged to incur. Her ceremonies and customs too, are so 
totally different, that some of her acts must inevitably seem 
offensive, to the serious detriment of the goodwill so anxiously 
cultivated.” 

It is very true that in ancient times weaker countries sought 
to provide for their independence by costly presents, such as 
castles, jewels, rare stuffs and so forth. This was the eti- 
quette of those days, but it no longer obtains. Belgium, 
Switzerland and Holland are independent, and yet for all 
their insignificance, history does not tell us of any extortion 
practiced upon them by more powerful States. Foreign Re- 
presentatives and Consuls reside at their own expense in 
treaty countries, and it is only necessary that they should be 
granted audience for the purpose of presenting their creden- 
tials, and that they should be entertained about once a year. 
‘The custom of making presents at receptions or leave-takings 
no longer exists, as it did in old times, so that foreign inter- 
course requires no special appropriation and entails no drain 
upon the national resources. Moreover Korea not being a 
productive country, commerce with her caunot be particu- 
larly profitable, and the presence of foreign Representatives 
und Consuls would therefore be unnecessary for the present. 
Western nations desire nothing beyond the establishment ot 
treaty relations with her, for the reasons I have cited. 

Yet another argument may be adduced by the Conservative 
Party. They may say that foreign missionaries will take 
advantage of the people’s ignorance to bring ubout political 
disturbances, while if Korea takes measures to prevent this, 
disputes muy arise and grave complications be brought about. 
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To this I reply, that though the evils attributable to the 
Roman Catholic propagandists are acknowledged by all the 
world, much of their arbitary behaviour was due to the 
countenance of France. Since the latter power's defeat by 
Prussia, however, the Pope’s body-guard has been disbanded, 
the rule of Romeo has been taken out of his hands, and he has 
been deprived of his crown, so that his strength is a thing of 
the past. Of late, too, France has gone so far a3 to oppress 
the Jesuits, whose religion is consequently on the decline. 
Bat the religion of America is Protestantism, which though 
of common origiu with Roman Catholicism, is as different 
from the latter as the tenets of Shin are from those of 
Rika among ourselves. Protestantism «does not interfere 
in political matters, and many of its promoters are upright 
and good men. Since China first entered into relations with 
foreign countries, several attempts have been made by her 
people on the lives of Roman Catholics, but Protestants 
have never been molested, and this, in itself, is a proof that 
the latter are inoffensive. In fact the guiding principle of 
their faith is to instruct people to be virtuous, but for all 
that we believe the creeds of Shinko and Confucius to be far 
superior, and since Korea is already iminutably wedded to 
those creeds, she is in little peril of proselytism even though 
a few of her ignorant subjects should adopt a forcign religion, 
nor has she anything to fear from the propagation of such a 
religion. 


(To be continued) 








TRADE MARKS. 


| be the sixth year of Meiji (1874) a section of the Eastern 

University of ‘lokiyo was converted by order of the 
Government into an office for the examination of drugs and 
chemicals, whether imported from abroad or manufactured 
in Japan. Repeated accidents, owing in part to miscon- 
ception of properties, in part to the prevalence of adultera- 
tion, necessitated this step. Western medicines in skilled 
hands had achieved marvellous cures, and the unpre- 
eedented faith in specifics which was thus engendered, did 


not fail to furnish unscrupulous dealers with a method for 


imposing on public credulity. Trade marks of foreign 
manufacturers were forged without restraint or compunc- 
tion. Chlorodyne was counterfeited perhaps more exten- 
sively than any other patent drug. All the certificates, 
testimonials and advertisements in which Messrs. Brown 


and Collis envelop their invention, were reproduced, with 


many curious typographical errors indeed, but still suf- 


ficiently exact in colour, form, and general appearance to 
deceive not Japanese alone, but even foreigners who did 
not take the pains to peruse from first to last the long 


columns of matter printed on the wrappers of the bottles. 
Of what ingredients the spurious chlorodyne itself was 


compounded, analysis has not determined. It was probably 


innocuous though if possible more unpalatable than its 
original, but this does not seem to have interfered with its 
sale for a time, and there can be no doubt that whatever 
popularity the English makers’ drug had justly acquired, 
was soon dispelled by the large quantities of worthless 
filth pawned off upon an unsuspecting public under the 
same title. Whether this well-known anodyne was the 
Pioneer of fraudulent imitations cannot be distinctly 
determined, but its appearance in the Japanese market 
was only a little prior to the development of a wholesale 
system of forgery and adulteration; a system which has 
seriously impaired the fair fame of Japanese tradesmen and 
threatens to acquire for this country a most unenviable 
notoriety. Ifa foreign article found any measure of favour 
it was immediately imitated. ‘trade marks were forged 
without the very smallest symptom of compunction, anda 
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respectable printing office did not hesitate to execute 
orders for the production of Bass or Guiness’ labels by the 
gross. ‘There is at the present moment in Tokiyo a shop 
called the Kaikoba, or “ Institution for the Development 
of Manufactures,” which has been established for the ex- 
press purpose of trading in native imitations of foreign 
articles. ‘There, among other things, one may see bottles 
labelled “ White Wine, Reims,” with the marks of two 
crossed triangles in a diamond; or boxes containing 
‘‘The Baby's complete Nurser,” with the well-known 
picture of that implement and the words “ Manufactured 
by the Good Year Rabber (sic) Company ” printed on the 
covers. One maker is more ambitious than able, for while 
achieving an exact facsimile of the popular American 
crayons, he stamps the box thus :— One Gross School 
Crayon. The very best. examination. The beginning to 
make. 
who have been so credulous as to furnish themselves with 


Koyash. Tokiyo.” Not Miss Bird alone, but all 


stores from a Japanese shop, know that old and familiar 

labels and signs are no longer reliable, and that native 

Crosse & Blackwells perfectly satisfy the definition of 
‘“‘ whitened sepulchres.” It is said that at a certain well- 
known restaurant labels “of sorts” are always in stock, 

so that a customer can be supplied with any liquor he 
desires, provided only the bar-man has leisure to affix an 
appropriate ticket. We cannot vouch for the truth of this 
rumour, but it would not betray a degree of mercantile 
immorality much in excess of what certainly does exist. 

From the National Exhibition at Uyeno to the shelves of 
the humblest trader in the purlieus, counterfeits of every- 
thing worth counterfeiting are to be found. Sometimes 
these are very tolerable manufactures per se, and being 
much cheaper than imported articles, deserve the patron- 
age they command. Sometimes, however,—and such cases 
constitute the large majority—an imitation possesses 
nothing in common with its original. If not absolutely 
noxious, it is certainly useless either as medicine or ali- 
ment, nor could it keep its place in the market for a mo- 
ment did men’s discernment bear any reasonable ratio to 
their credulity. We are not indeed prepared to assert 
that the Japanese public is especially gullible, but most as- 
suredly its purveyors are gifted with craftiness of no common 
order. A method of advertising often practised in the capi- 

tal will illustrate this. Some novel drug, for example, is 
devised, and two or three wholesale dealers in the extreme 
north and south of the city are entrusted with the sale. At 
first the demand is slack, but presently retail traders begin 
to purchase large quantities of the new invention, so that 
the producers are often unable to furnish it with sufficient 
rapidity. Every fresh sale, too, becomes on occasion for 
reiterated panegyric. Chronic distempers and decayed 
constitutions will soon cease to be the companions of 
humanity, though of course etiquette forbids the publica- 
tion of cures achieved in particular instances. The whole- 
sale dealers are perbaps a little sceptical for a time, but 
they may not doubt the evidence of their ledgers. In less 
than a month five or six hundred cases of the specific 
have passed through their hands, and now, when ventilat- 
ing the stories with which they have been so often enter- 

tained, they no longer hesitate to add the weight of their 

own testimony. The rest is easily imagined. The 
necessary noise has been made, and one by one bond fide 
customers are persuaded to follow where so many of their 
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fellows — to have led. Meanwhile, what has really 
taken place is this. ‘A steady interchange of stock from 
the north to the south .of the city, and tice versa, hus been 
kept up. In both quarters the retail dealers—who are 
accomplices—calry the casos they purchase from the 
wholesalers back to tho producers, and these, in their 
turn, re-issue them to the wholesalers. Nobody has 
tried the medicine — perhaps, indecd, a bottlo has 
never been opencd—but at the same time, that large 
quantitics of it have passed through the dealers’ 
hands,and considerable commissions on its sale found their 
way into the wholesalers’ pockets, are facts beyond dis- 
pute. The initial impetus has been imparted, and though 
western moralists might be disposed to call the process 
a conspirary to defraud, Japanese merchants would pro- 
bably deem it not more culpable than lying advertise- 
ments and forged testimonials. Our present purpose, 
however, does not include any necessity to discuss these 
points. We might without much difficulty adduce many 
another instance of devices that trespass on debatable 
ground, but this one will suffice to prove, that the process 
of counterfeiting trade-marks, with intent to deceive, is not 
inconsistent with some standard of commercial morality 
in Japan. To defend such a proposition at all may, 
indeed, seem superfluous, but there are not wanting men 
who refuse to perceive any moral obliquity in the character 
of this ‘interesting people,” and who maintain that 
foreign trade-marks are employed here without a know- 
ledge of their true nature and in the belief that they are 
only descriptive of the quality of the goods to which they 
are attached. This may have been partially true once; in 
the days when to deal in any species of western goods or 
follow any fashion of foreign trade, necessitated the em- 
ployment of a sign-board bearing an English, French or 
Russian superscription, which never could have been, and 
never was intended to be, intelligible to customers. To 
manufacture desiccated milk without using the ‘ Eagle 
brand” or distil brandy without a ‘‘ three-star” label, 
may have been deemed a proceeding quite as fractional 
as to vend wine without a bush, or keep a laundry 
without some Roman characters over the door. But 
‘such simplicity has long ago ceased to be credible. We 
may dismiss it altogether from our calculations, assured 
that men who will give twice or three times its original 
value for an empty bottle, provided the foreign label be 
intact, have well attained the point at which ignorance 
of the law ceases to palliate its infraction. 

Fraud had not, however, become quite so shameless in 
1874 as it is at present, and the establishment of the 
“Test Office” exercised a most salutary effect in the 
matter of drugs at any rate. In one respect the constitu- 
tion of the office was peculiar. Its chances of usefulness 
were entrusted altogether to the good sense of the people. 
No attempt was made to construct any legal machinery 
for rendering the inspection of drugs compulsory. Manu- 
facturers and importers were at liberty to submit their 
wares or not, just as they pleased, but citizens were cau- 
tioned that if they purchased any drug which did not 
bear the test stamp, their own judgment was their only 
guarantee. It was of course prophesied that such a mea- 
sure would be totally inoperative. It has on the con- 
trary proved an unqualified success. Scarcely a medi- 
cine is sold to-day in Tokiyo that has not passed the Test 
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Office and received the proof mark. In not a few cases 
the absence of this mark makes a difference of as much ag 
one half in the value of an article, and a traffic in untested 
drugs is no longer carried on except in remote country 
districts. European producers would not be flattered to 
learn'that their long respocted patents and trade-marks are 
held in less esteem than the certificate of Oriental analysts, 
however carefully the latter may have been trained by 
their Dutch instractors, but such is nevertheless the fact. 
The Japanese urban population, by an almost unanimous 
verdict, has declared its confidence in tho integrity of the 
Test Office as compared with that of any foreign guaran- 
tee. 

Now there are two things to be learned especially from 
the history of this Test Office. First, the authority which 
called the institution into existence thoroughly understood 
the influence attaching to an authentic stamp, and foresaw 
that producers would be compelled, by a power stronger 
than legislation, to submit their wares to analysis ; second, 
the value of a reliable mark is even more accurately ap- 
prehended and appreciated in Japan than in Europe. 
The import of these two inferences is not to be over-esti- 
mated, for they furnish clear proof of the moral and _ utili- 
tarian obligation under which the Government of Japan 
rests to provide legal protection, not only for the trade- 
marks of its own subjects, but also for those of foreigners. 
‘l'o perform analyses of articles offered for sale in private 
interests is neither a legitimate function of the State nor 
one it can ever hope to carry out effectually. Successful 
as the Test Offices have been in protecting the public 
against dangerous impositions, their influence does 
not extend beyond the suburbs of the chief cities, 
and while examining articles intended for the cure of 
maladies, they give themselves no manner of concern about 
those calculated to destroy health. Things that are in daily 
uso, and therefore most likely to be generally noxious 
or beneficial, are subjected to no supervision, so that all 
sorts of quasi-European beverages and comestibles find 
their way into the hands of a public ready to accept poison 
for nectar on the strength of a label or envelope. Of 
course time alone is needed to ensure the extension of the 
Test Offices’ influence, but they must always remain illo- 
gical in constitution, insufficient in scope, and condemnatory 
in motive : the first, because if their existence is necessary 
in one case, it is equally so in all; the second, because 
they afford no protection to the larger portion of the pub- 
lic interests; and the third, because their authors, while 
confessing obligation, exhibit incompetence. What the 
Test Offices are to Japan on a small and totally inefficient 


scale, the whole system of trade-marks, with their Regis- ~ 


tration and Amendment Acts of 1876-6, are to the United 
Kingdom in a most thorough and effective fashion. The 
merchants’ interest compels him to preserve the quality 
of goods bearing his mark ; the public learn to rely on that 
mark, and the law protects it. All this entirely consists 
with the logical relations of Society and the State, and is 
thérefore the only system calculated to be permanent or 
capable. 

We shall be able, however, to form a juster estimate of 
Japan's present position in the matter of trade-marks by 
glancing briefly at her commercial customs and the atti- 
tude assumed by her merchants of late years. She has 
never possessed any legislation affecting trade-marks, and the 
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only law of patents ever framed by the Government, was in forcien model, aud so returned the draft to the Home 
force for such a brief period that it can scarcely be said to | Office, where it lay inoperative for two years. Curiously 


bave existed at all. It was enacted four years after thie | 


Restoration and abandoned within a few months. Why ? 
Because in the first place its provisions were incompetent 
to protect imitations of Western specifics—which imita- 
tions comprised the majority of the new inventions (!) then 


appearing—and in the second, the inevitable extension of | 


those provisions to foreign wares would hamper the repro- 
ductive faculties of the Japanese. Strange reasons indeed, 
but none the Jess historical, and comprehensible enough 
when considered in connection with the prevailing custom 
of trade-marks. These, as we have said, were not re- 
cognised by the law, but they nevertheless existed in three 
forms; signs (noren-jirushi), labels (fucho) and stamps 
(shina-jirusbi). Foreigners resident in Japan cannot have 
failed to remark how many firms of the same designation 
exist in each branch of commerce; so many indeed that 
the name ofa street is often added as a distinguishing 
prefix to the name of ashop. This is simply because a 


manufacturer was not considered to possess any right of 


property in the reputation his skill had acquired for him. 
If he introduced some improved process, that process 
thenceforth belonged, not to the inventor, but to the 
article itself; and anyone selling the article, might, if he 
pleased, hang out the same sign or use the same mark as 
the inventor. There was, in fact, no public appreciation of 
the jus in rem on which our English Merchandise Marks 
Act and its successors are based. A manufacturer of Soy, 
who employed as his stamp’the character ‘‘ man” in a hex- 
agon, and sent twenty thousand barrels per annum to the 
market, had no remedy whatsoever, though ten times that 
number were sold in his name, all marked ‘ kikkoman.” 
Under these circumstances it is not at all surprising that 
the reasons we have cited were sufficient to interfere with 
the action of alawof patents. Of course there was no legal 
restraint upon counterfeits under such a system. People 
were obliged to take care of themselves, and so long as 
they trafficked in goods of which they had long experience, 
no very serious imposition was possible. But the case was 
different when western productions were concerned. Then 
the disposition to deceive increased in the inverse ratio 
of the knowledge necessary to detect fraud. Articles 
possessing only the appearance of their originals were 
sold in quanties to an ignorant public by men who, how- 
ever little they might have been expected to comprehend 
the right of property, showed at any rate that they 
thoroughly understood Low to abuse that right. 

But the Government of Japan “Itimately began to 
regard these things from a western standpoint. In 
1878, the Home Office submitted for the consideration of 
the Tokiyo Chamber of Commerce, the draft’ of a ‘‘ Bill for 
the regulation of Trade-marks.” ‘The provisions of this 
Bill were borrowed with but little change from European 
codes, and protection was consequently denied to marks 
which had ceased to have a distinctive character and were 
used by the trade at large. But, as we have already 
shown, this fate had long ago overtaken the signs, 
labels and stamps employed in native commerce, and the 
Chamber not unnaturally concluded, that to exclude 
these from the benefit of tho act would be an injustice to 
some at least of their possessers. They objected also to the 
Bill asa whole, because it was moulded too exactly on u 
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cnouch, however, it was again forced upon the attention 
of the Government by a circumstance exactly similar to 
those which furnish such just grounds of complaint to 
foreign manufacturers. The silk producers of Shimamura 
discovered that the cards they sent to Italy were counter- 
feited there and their sale seriously prejudiced in conse- 
quence. ‘They applied to the Home Office for relief, and 
once more the rejected Bill has been presented to the 
Chamber of Commerce, where it is uow again under con- 
sideration. ‘Ihe Chamber does not seem to have changed 
its opinion much in the interim. It is divided into two 
parties: one favorable to the Bill as it stands; the other 
opposed to it on the grounds that it is premature, and 
calculated to infringe existing rights. The latter appears 
to be in the majority, though we confess our inability to 
apprehend its line of argument. How is it possible to 
violate rights that have no real existence? The law by 
its inefficiency has already allowed trade-marks to be irre- 
mediably invaded, and its protection is now denied 
in the present and future alike, because the absence of 
that protection in the past has been productive of hopeless 
confusion. Whether is it the greater injustice to neglect the 
legitimate interests of those who are now suffering 
manifest injury, or to run the very hypothetical risk of doing 
violence to rights which are so indistinct as to be no longer 
discernible. If among the many dealers who now mark 
their goods with a rabbit’s head, or a barred lozerge, there 
be any who can establish an original claim to those 
devices, they surely will not be ineligible for protection ; 
but if there are none such, then the mark must be re- 
garded as common property and cannot confer a jus in 
rem on any of its employers. The opinions of western 
jurists on this subject may not be conclusive in Japan, but 
here at any rate is the lesson taught by the latest English 
legislation :—‘‘ In some departments of business (and es- 
pecially in the cotton piece-goods trade) there are many 
stamps, devices, headings, and other marks not the ex- 
clusive property of any one firm, but used indiscriminately 
by several, or even by many. If any one trader, A., 
attempts to appropriate such a common mark by apply- 
ing to have it registered as his, it will be in the power of 
others, B., C., and D., either to give notice of opposition 
to the registration of A., or themselves to apply severally 
in like manner to be respectively registered as owners of 
the same mark, upon proving that they, equally with A., 
have been accustomed to use the mark. Two courses will 
then be open to the Registrar. He may register all four 
of them, or he may refuse to register any of them, and 
submit, or require them to submit, their rights to the 
Court. If, instead of during so, he should register some 
one of the applicants only (say A., the first applicant), 
any of the others may apply to the Court for a rectification 
of the register, which the Court may grant either by 
striking A. off, or by directing the applicant, B. or C. of 
D. to be also entered on the register as a proprietor of the 
mark. As it would seem unjust to give these four mer- 
chants, after the lapse of five years (the period prescribed 
by the Act), an absolute exclusive right to a mark which 
thas really been openly in common use by many others, it 
lis probable that the Registrar will in such a case prefer 
to register none of them. In that case any one or more 
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of them may either apply to the Court for an order direct- | Musashi and Kodzuke, the extension of which in their own 


ing the Registrar to register him, or may obtain from tho 
Registrar a certificate of his refusal to register him ; in 
which latter event, he will become exempt from the pro- 
hibition to bring an action in respect of an unregistered 
mark, and may take proceedings against any one elee 
using it, although, of course, those proceedings will fail if 
the mark is proved to be acommon one. If he does nei- 
ther, but simply acquiesces and gets no certificate, he will 
be unable to bring any action against any person for using 
the mark.” * This extract will show the Tokiyo Chamber 
of Commerce that the difficulties by which they are now 
confronted had to be encountered a few years ago by 
English legislators, and that they were not found insuper- 
able. 

The objection raised to the Bill on the ground of its 
similarity to Western codes, deserves no special comment. 
America, England, Austria, Germany, Belgium, Columbia, 
France, Italy, Russia and the Zollverein, are so unfor- 
tunate as to possess an almost identical law of trade- 
marks. To be singular would certainly be a distinction 
for Japan, but up to the present she has not given 
many signs of desiring to be noted for independence 
of European models. She cannot of course, be ex- 
pected to protect alien rights before she has secured 
those of her own subjects, but it may not be amiss 
to remind her that the procedure of most, if not all, con- 
tinental countries gives the person, foreigner or native, 
whose trade-mark is invaded, a summary mode of obtaining 
redress by criminal proceedings, and in some cases by 
confiscation of the articles and award of damages. Every 
day she delays to provide similar enactments is an added 
occasion for fraud and a postponement of the time when 
her traders’ action will cease to merit unqualified oppro- 
brium. 





THE “NIPPON TETSUDO-GUWAISHA” OR NA- 
TIONAL RAILWAY COMPANY OF JAPAN. 





fl general scheme of the proposed Railway Company 

reminds us of a project for “covering Japan with a 
network of railways,” enunciated some years ago in England 
by one of H. M. the Mikado’s Ministers. Probably the 
phrase had not been translated into money by its employer, 
and we suspect that the projecters of the plan now before the 
public, have not gone very accurately into the meaning of a 
thousand miles of railway. Neither do we propose to do so 
at the moment. It will be sufficient for our purpose to 
examine such portions of the design as appear reasonably 
feasible within a space of three or four years, since an analysis 
of this presently practicable section will exhibit ample 
grounds for postponing discussion of the remainder. 

It will not, however, be irrelevant to observe that the 
proposed capital of the Company—nincteen million yen 
(paper)—is professedly a sum that can only be raised by 
subscription among those to whom a guaranteed interest of 
eight per cent may afford sufficient inducement. Few mer- 
chants or farmers will be likely to be attracted by this pro- 
spect alone, and we may safely predict, that capital will only 
be furnished by the inhabitants of those districts whose trade 
promises to be profitably developed by the lines in question. 
Thus the people in the western or southern provinces would 
scarcely contribute much towards the construction of a line in 
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direction might well be counted problematical, while con- 
versely, provinces in the route of the main line would concern 
themselves little about branches offering no direct advantages, 
This would be self-evident anywhere, but it applies with 
special force to a country like Japan, where the local in- 
fluences fostered by the feudal system are still powerful, and 
tho principles of permanent investment, stocks and so forth 
imperfectly, if at all, understood. The nobles, indeed, who 
are the original promoters of the scheme and whose interests 
are more general, might not be deterred by this apparent 
inequality of advantage, but the limit of the aid they may 
reasonably be expected to furnish will lie far withia the 
margin of the aggregate required, even supposing that agere- 
gate not to exceed the present estimate of nineteen millions. 
That it will so exceed, however, is morally certain, and there 
were little wisdom in ignoring liabilities which, discovered too 
late, cannot fail to aggravate the difficulties of the promoters 
even more than an exaggerated statement at the outeet, 
Long before any proviuces on the outer circle of the plan can 
hope to see the smoke of a locomotive, the surplus revenue 
of the nobles will have been mortgaged for the cost of lines 
in the immediate vicinity of the capital, and it is difficult to 
divine from what source fands will then be drawn, failing 
that catholicism of combination which, so far as we can at 
present foresee, seems incredible. 

Five years ago a scheme was mooted for the construction 
of arailway from Tokiyo to Awomori; a scheme which, 
having regard to the comparative poverty of the districts in 
question, may be described as one of the least rational 
speculations that have ever been soberly suggested. The 
public was then given to understand that the nobles proposed 
to set aside annual sums sufficient to form an aggregate of 
three million yen in the course of eight years, and the pro- 
ject has apparently been put into execution, so that about 
two millions are now banked. This sum probably corresponds 
with the “tenth part of the whole capital,” which, we are 
told, is to be first subscribed. To these two millions, at 
present actually available, we may add a few hundred 
thousands per annum in the immediate future, and thus 4 
total of something more than three millions will have been 
invested by the nobles in railway stocks within the next 
three years. This estimate seems moet reliable, though 
three millions iu the present and a million per annam here- 
after, are stated to be the correct figures ; credible only on 
the supposition that the extension of the project beyond its 
original limits may have been the means of interesting a 
greater number of capitalists. On whichever supposition we 
proceed, however, it would appear that the construction and 
equipment of the first section, namely the line from Tokiyo to 
Takasaki, might be at once taken in hand, and as this in 
itself would be a work of greater magnitude than anything 
hitherto attempted, we shall confine ourselves for the present 
to its consideration. 

The distance to be traversed is about seventy miles. 
During the’ past year the ground has been surveyed and 
the line actually set out by the Government Railway 
Department, so that the Tetsudo-guwaisha will have this 
benefit at starting. The country between the two termini 
is also very thickly populated, and the establishment of 
communication by rail, between the capital and a large 
prodacing district, combines to assure the commercial 
success of the project. Moreover, these prospects receive 
additional, though fictitious, brightness from the proposed 
method of construction. ‘This, it appears, is to be on 
the American model, which is supposed to be a cheap one, 
and an opportunity is therefore apparently presented for earn- 
ing large dividends on a small outlay. Now the “ American 
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model” is a very wide expression. ‘There are not two pins | perial Railway Departinent in England ; profits amounting 


of choice between a good Aicrican railway and a good rail- 
way in any other country, ]nglish, Colonial or Continental ; 
but there have been many thousand miles of lines constructed 
in America such as no rational man would think of laying 
down in Japan. In fact it may be said that competent 
American engineers, if required to make a line suitable for 
heavy traffic through populous districts, would proceed on 
exactly the same principle as any other cngincers ; that is, 
would make the best possible line their fands permitted. Cer- 
tain desidernta are imperative, whether the old world or the 
new be in question. The rails and appurtenances must be of 
sufficient strength to carry the best class of rolling-stock at 
a good speed ; all bridges of any importance must Le of a 
permanent charactcr, and the arrangement of stations, work- 
shops, etc., must be in accordance with the laws modern ex- 
perience has proved essential to cheap and convenient traffic. 
These things are well understood by the engineers of all 
countries where railway construction is not a thing of yester- 
day, and American engineers have had, in their own land, 
an experience of bankrupt railways sufficient to teach them 
what must be avoided. Insolvency has been the invariable 
fate of lines too cheaply laid down}; for excessive cconomy 
means bad work, and bad work signifies the transfer of all 
earnings to the column for repairs. We shall scarcely be 
overstating the case if we say that every originally “cheap” 
American railway, which now holds a good position in the 
Share market, has been almost entirely reconstructed from 
end toend. Each year with its added knowledge and accu- 
mulating statistics, helps to assimilate the practice of differ- 
ent countries in the matter of railway construction, and we 
sincerely hope that Japan will have the benefit of experience 
more trustworthy than that which would put upon her most 
flourishing districts the insult and inconvenience of a * back- 
woods” track. 

A reliable estimate of cost for a railway such as might be 
laid down between Tokiyo and Takasaki, with a good pros- 
pect of financial success and gencral convenience, shows that 
at the present value of paper money about forty-five thousand 
yen per mile would suffice. Of this, however, a large pro- 
portion would necessarily be devoted to the purchase of im- 
ported goods, such as rails and fastenings, locomotives, wheels, 
axles, springs, etc., .for rolling stock, bridge iron-work 
and workshop machinery. These things would have to be 
paid for within two or three months of the date of manufac- 
ture, and as they must be in the country some time before 
they can be placed in their required positicns, it follows that 
the bulk of the money needed would have to be subscribed 
within the first eighteen months, on the supposition that 
twice that period sees the line completed. More explicitly ; 
at least eighty thousand paper yen, at current quotations, 
would be required per month, during the first year and a half, 
for the purchase of credits abroad. It is said that this ine- 
vitable outlay was sufficient to render nugatory an order issued 
Jast year by the Daijokwan for the construction of the Tokiyo- 
Takahashi linc. At any rate the order was revoked after 
some of the stores, lumber, etc., had been actually laid in. 

It may be remarked that these dealings abroad demand a 
class of agencies very different from those that consist with 
the ideas of too many Japanese merchants. It is apparently 
incredible to the inferior stamp of Japanese commercial mind, 
that transactions with forcign countries should not carry 
commissions and squeezes sufficient 1o make the fortunes of 
the intermediaries, and this incredulity is only too likely to 
be played upon by enterprising traders with convenient con- 
nexions among the promoters and their managers. Not once, 
Lat over and over again, has the public been entertnined by 
























to a greater number of pounds sterling than the avgregate 
cost of the whole works! | 
procured for the Japancse Government Railways whatever 
Was required, free of every commission except the rate fixed 
beforehand and plainly entered upon each incoice of goods 
shipped, neither were there any other incidental charges 
beyond the appointed salaries of one or two gentlemen of 
known probity, as that word is understood among English 
professional men. The Nippon Tetsudo-guwaisha will be 
fortunate should its import agency be modelled upon that of 
the Government Railway Department, for thus only can 
the Company hope to escape the process of peculation 
too often practiced upon the patient Asiatic by merchants 
of tolcrable repute in collusion with confidential managers, 
who are loudest in their denunciations of their rivals and 
predecessors’ reputed misdeeds in such matters. 
might be written upon this subject, but it is one that 
ventilation does not purify. 
has been obliged to pay for some of its public works more 
than their market value, the surplus has not gone into the 
pockets of either the foreign agents or native artisans. For 
the former, testimony beyond the reach of aspersion can 
vouch, while the reputation of the latter is vindicated by the 
evidence of experts who have examined working estimates 
and found an almost unappreciable margin for profit. It 
does not, however, come within the scope of our present 
purpose to enter into this question in detail. The arguments 
we might advance would require an accuracy of reference 
unsuited to the columns of a newspaper, and we shall content 
ourselves with saying that until some system of contract and 
supervision similar to that obtaining in Europe be establish- 
ed here, there can be little hope of carrying out public works 
economically and efficiently. 


As a matter of fact that Agency 


Much 


If the Japancse Government 


(To be continued.) 
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By StTepHEN Bovrne, F.S.S. 


It has often been remarked tat trade moves in c>cles, 
depression and elevation alternating and succeeding each 
other at intervals, not indeed of exactly the same duration 
but with such approach to regularity that at any particular 
period we may, with somo pretension to acctracy, predict 
what is likely to follow within a short period of the time 
at which the obscrvation is made. It is generally found, 
too, that activity is not confined to one or more countries ; 
but, unless some special cause intervene, that prosperity or 
adversity pervades the whole trading world at very nearly 
the same time. The moving cause many originate in one 
place or in oze branch, but it soon becomes more or less 
diffused ; and this will necessarily become the more murked 
ns rapidity of communication and facilities for transport are 
extended.” The duration of these cycles is supposed to be 
about ten or eleven years, and, starting with 1837—the 
commencement of the present reign—in which, following 
upon severe banking and commercial embarrassments in the 
United States in the preceding year, there was a panic in 
London, we find that 1847, the yenr of the Irish famine, 
was also one in which, after the collapse of the railway 
mania of 1845, the commercial panic of 1846 attained its 
height. In 1857, again, the year succeeding the Russian 
War, and that in which the Indian Mutiny broke out, the 
Bauk Act had to be suspended. In 1866, there was a panic 
amongst commercial and joint stock companies, the losses 
by which exercised a fatal influence upon tho trade of the 
three following years; and since then, 1875-6, there was 
severe depression, from which the country did not com- 
mence to emerge until the autumn of 1879. 

Between cach of these dates there cnme a period of wreat 
commercial and manufacturing prosperity, producing an 
inflated condition, to be succeeded by the next wave of 
depression. It may be noted, howerer, that, as might 


stories of colossal profits realized by the Agents of the Im-'uaturally be expected, the interval between the height of 
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one period and the depth of the other has generally been 
shorter than that of the following rebound. When once 
the tide begins to rise, it flows on with rapid progress, 
then descends rapidly, and leaves a long ebb, or at least a 
slight flow, until some eveut or condition of things sets the 
current of speculation moving, renders everything buoyant 
for a time, snd then, having exhausted its force, a collapse 
ensues. The rise of the last decade commenced soon after 
the termination of the Franco-German War, in 1871, 
proceeded with unparalleled rapidity through 1872 to 1873, 
and had scarcely descended much in 1874 but 1875-6 
were years of deep depression, those of 1877-8, with the 
first eight months of 1879, remaining at a very low level. 
The firat indications of revival were observed in August, 
1879 ; and though there have been ups and downs—rapid 
transitions since then—there bas been & well-sustained 
genem! improvement through the year just ended, seeming 
to justify hopes of still further progress which may lead on 
to yet ter inflation than any we have before witnessed. 
The present condition of trade, and the forecast it offers, is 
the subject with which it is proposed to deal on this 
occasion. | 
England is so 
community that, 
other of her interests, 
country may be said 








esscntially a mauufacturing and trading 
notwithstanding there may be distress in 
when these are progressing well, the 
to be prosperous ; at least, it wears 
the aspect of being so, notwithstanding that, as at this time, 
the agricultural interest may be suffering severely. The 
United States, on the contrary, is so markedly an agricul- 
tural nation that, even when the condition of her manufac- 
tures is not encouraging, she may, on the whole, be said to 
be flourishing. Therefore, without in the smallest degree 
underrating the importance of our agriculture, the place of 
first importance must be given to our trade, of which 
manufactures form an important branch. Herein lies a real 
difference between the United Kingdon and the United 
States, that the one has a large trade irrespective of her 
manufactures, whilst the trade of the other is principally in 
and with her own productions. British merchauts, beyond 

urchasing for our own need or selling our own surplus, 

enl with and in the produce of every part of the world, 
whilst at present—we do not say how long it may be so— 
American traders are chiefly employed with the interchange 
of goods which she produces for sale, or imports for con- 
sumption. Almost everything that is grown or made finds 
a market here, and, what is of immense importance, may be 
made the means of raisiug money, until the, state of the 
market suits for or compels a sale, It is through this that 
we are so deeply concerned with the welfare of every land 
—share in their prosperity or are partners in their ad- 
versity. 

Trade, in the widest acceptation of the term, has to be 
divided into two scpnrate bianches, the home and the for- 
eign—which, though closely connected and greatly depen- 
dent upon each other—are often very differently cireum- 
stanced and exercise a greatly differing influence ou the 
general welfare. The profits of the home trade depend 
upon its activity, and they do not add to the wealth of the 
country as a whole. That wealth, so far as it arises from 
home industry, is the surplus remaining of that which la- 
bour produces, after that which the support of the labourers 
consume is deducted. If, as on a former occasion * I at- 
tempted to prove, every worker does, on an average, pro- 
duce twice as much as suffices for his own support and that 
of the non-workers dependeut upon him ; one-half of that 
which he produces may become the subject of trade, and, 
unless wasted or consumed, be so much additional wealth 
to some one. Its transfer from hand to hand by the traders 
through whom it passes, though profitable to one or more 
of these, docs not make it the more valuable as a contribu- 
tion to the wenlth of the nation. Not so with our foreign 
trade. Whatever difference of the value there may be be- 
tween an article brought hither, aud that with which it is 
paid for, is, if on the right side, so much added wealth ; 
directly so, if in a permanent shape ; indirectly so, if con- 
sumed in tho sustenance of thoso whose Inbour produces 
eomething. But, once imported, no trading can give it 
additional value to the country ; for, though one man may 
gain, it is at the expense of another, Home trade is the 
result of acquired wealth, and betokens, by its extent, the 
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existence of prosperity. Foreign trade, always supposing 
it not a losing one, is the creator of prosperity. Fer this 
reason, then, it is the prospects of Fureign trade which de- 
mand the chief consideration. One more distinction it is 
necessary to draw, that between the trade itself and the 
traders by whom it is carried on. Ordinarily, if the trade 
be good, the trader profits by it, but not necessarily so. A 
merchant may purchase a bale of cotton goods with so much 
money, expend so much more upon conveying it toa foreign 
market, and there sell it at a loss. Ho may have directed 
the proceeds to be expended in purchasing so much wheat, 
which, when it reaches him, muy sell for less than it has 
cost him, and so make a double loss ; yet, after all, the 
wheat, when it arrives, may be of more value than the 
cotton originally sent away. Thé country has boen a 
gainer, though the trader has been a loser. It is the gain 
or loss which accrues to the country from this trade which 
it is proposed to consider, not that which pertains to the 
individual trader. 

Again, our foreigu trade must be divided into export and 
and import. ‘There is no need here to raise the much vex- _ 
ed question as to which of these it is that best evidences 
the prosperity of the couutry. That has been fully examined 
in a paper on the “True Relation in which Imports should 
stand to Exports ;"f but, in the belief that, in the present 
conditions of the country, it is the exports on which our 
trading prosperity depends, they will, in the first place, oc- 
cupy attention. This opinion receives striking confirmation 
from the following figures, commencing with 1872, admit- 
tedly the year in which the inflation of trade reached its 
greatest expansion, when, also, our exports of British pro- 
duce and manufactures attained a higher value than any 
previous or succeeding yenr has seen, whilst our imports 
have not progressed in the same sequence. The goods ex- 
ported, after having been previously imported frown abroad, 
are excluded from both sides of the account { :— 


Exports. Imports. Excess of 
In M’lion £’stotwo Decimals. Imports. 
—— — —— 256°26 296°36 40°10 
1873 ...cccccccee 255°17 $15°45 60°28 
1874 ccccccccccee 239°56 311:99 72°43 
18338 223°47 815.79 92°32 
18760 ......... 200°64 319-01 118°37 
ty f eee cree 198-89 340°97 142°08 
1818 ............ 192°85 816-14 123-29 
1879 .c.cccccsee ; 191°53 305°74 114°21 
1880... ees... 22981 850-00 (?) 127°19 (?) 


As trading prosperity waned so did the amouut of our 
exports full off, as it waxed so have they begun to increase. 
They have uot yet reached the level of 1872, but a growth 
similar to that which has taken place in the Inst year, would 
bring the present one up to almost the oxact amount of 
1872, the decade thus endiug as it began. 

A somewhat closer examiuation of these figures is neces- 
sary for an estimate of their true import. It would be 
tedious to go through all the various articles of export, and 
this having been dove elsewhere, the result has been to 
show that, taking the three great industries of cottgn, wool, 
aud iron, the teaching they afford does not differ from that 
of the whole. It will be sufficient to takethe three years 
—highest, lowest, and Jast—thus :-— 








Exported. ue 1879. 1880. 

£ £ 
Cotton manufnetures ...... “3s 80°13 63°97 75°56 

Iron including hardware aud 

Machinery ................ ° 49°35 29°73 41°08 
Woollen Manufactures ...... 38°49 19°57 20°60 
167097 11327 13724 

Per-centage of whole exports 65 59 62 


With these amounts, it may be useful to compare the 
quantities, so far as they are shown in bulk in the publish- 
ed returns, viz :— 


1879. 


Expected. 1872. 1880. 
; Cotton piece-zuods (yards)... 3,535°16 3,724°65 4,496°34 
Iron and Steel (tons) ......... 3°39 2°38 3°79 


384.82 232.90 24000 





t+ Same volume pp. 162-192. 
⁊ The tables throughout are constructed in millions to two de- 
cimals : thus, for 256°26, read 256°260-000. 
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This comparison brings out the fact that, whilst the 
quantity of cotton piece-goods is larger 1880 than in 1872, 
by 25 per cent., the money value is actually smaller. For 
the same years, the price of the raw cotton imported having 
been in 1872, G8s. Sd.; 1879, 55s. 1d.; 1880, 55s. per ewt. 

The tons of iron exported were 102 per cent. more in 
1880, the mouey value 21 per cent. less, the price of pigs 
being, iu 1872, 1022, 2d.; 1879, 45s. 2d.; 1880, 53s. 10d. 
per ton. 

The quantities of woollen piece-goods had fullen 42 per 
cent., the money value 46 per cent., whilst the price of the 
wool imported was—1872, 1s. 2:°3d.; 1879, 1s. 2°5d.; 1880, 
1s. l-d., per lb. 

The inference to be drawn from these variations is, tliat 
iu each class of goods the profits realised by the sale must 
have been much suwaller in the last year than they were in 
tho first of the three periods. 

A glauce at the values of our imports given above, will 
show that their amount, iu the several vears, does not vary 
with the degree of trading prosperity. In this they differ 
from the exports, and for more than one reason. For our 
exports we get tlio best price we can, and if the markets to 
which they are sent rule low, we must be content with 
small profits or none at all ; whereas, with the imports, we 
must buy largely for our own sustenance, and if the prices 
are high we are compelled to pay them. The supplies of 
food we need depend much upon sensons of fertility or 
otherwise at home, but are steadily increasing with the 
growth of our home population ; the whole of which in- 
crease must necessarily be thrown upon foreign sources, 
since we grow less by more than one-half than suffices to 
feed the existing numbers. Three classes of articles may 
be sclected to illustrate the relation which these bore to the 
whole, in the same three ycars as were tuken for the ex- 
ports, thus :— 





Imported. 1872. 1879. 1880. 
£ £ £ 
Articles for consumption as 
food and beverage ......... 148-25 173°97 187-20 
Materials for textile manu- 
factures ...... ——— yas 92°40 73°11 84°23 
Other manufactures, “c...... ; 50°79 46°81 61°82 
291-44 293°89 333-25 


These figures disclose the fact that, whilst our food im- 
ports, as between the period of the highest prosperity and 
revival, 1872 and 1880, have increased 26 per cent., and other 
articles 22 por cent., there has been a decline of 9 per cent. 
in the value of the supplies taken for the support of 
our textile manufactures. But if the comparison be 
made between last year and its predecessor, it will be found 
that all have incrensed in the proportion of 8, 32, and 15 
per cent. respectively. 

A point of considerable importance, as regards the indi- 
cations these figures afford of growing prosperity, is to 
ascertain whether these increases owe (heir existence to the 
sale or purchase of larger quantities or at higher prices. A 
series of very elaborate calculations into the values of 1879 
and 1880 givo these results as to the exports, that the 
gaius in the value is duc on :— 


Cotton % Ds Y, — % 
£ 
To volume of export ...9°01 83 ‘69 70 616 70 
‘Lo price nt which sold... 1°87 17 30 30 2°70 30 
10°88 “99 88°6 


From this it would appear that the additional profit 
obtained by our cotton mauufactures (of 17 per cent.) has 
heen, proportiouately, far less than in our iron or wool, in 
which the relation of volume to value is exactly the same— 
30 per cent. So with our imports, the additional values in 
the one year over the other have arisen, in— 





Textile 
Food % Materials % Other iA 
From volume of £ £ £ 
imports ...... 523 40 7:22 65 1050 70 
From price of 
im Ports ...... 8:00 60 3°90 35 4-51 30 
13°23 11°12 luo vl 


Showing that, to the higher cost of our fuod we owe 60 per 
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cent. of the increased payment, and to the ‘other classes 
only 35°30 per cent. 
is consumed, the others are, to a consideral le extent, re- 
covered in the prices obtained on the sale of the manu- 
factured goods. 










cost. 
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This is impertant, seeing s that the one 


Putting together the whole of the article s which have 


been included in these calculations—being all the principal 
ones tht, from the nature of the information supplied, 
ndmit of such investigation —it will be seen th: xt of exports, 


to the value of £203°12, in 1880, the excess o ver 1879 was 


£26°26, of which £18°68 was duo to greater qttantities, and 
£7°58 to higher prices. Of imports of foreigu .goods, to the 


value of £33325, the excess was £39:36, of which £22°95 
arose from greater bulk, and £16°41 was dae to greater 
That is, that for the extra receipta for exports we 
had to give 71 per cent. more in quantity, whilst out of our 
extra paymonts for imports, ouly 58 percent. wont for 
additional bulk. 

From what has now been said, it, is evident that 
there has been, during the past year, a tceal aud substantial 


revival in the export trade of the coun!ry, accompanied by 
a still greater expansion of its imports. The real start in 
both, from the lowest point of 1879, is veally greater than 


has been shown; for the turning point having been in 
August of that year, the gains in the latter months hide 


some of the losses in the former ones, ns may be shown by 
altering the period of the year to which the twelve nronths 
are compiled, thus— 


Total Im 
12 months, ending 31st July......... £21424. Aoi 
. és 8lst Dec ......... 222°81 ...  409°99 


Before proceeding in an attempt to forecast the future 
progress of our foreign trade, from the evidence afforded by 
the past, and especially tho recent past, it may be well to 
inquire somewhat into the condition of the home trade ; 
premising that the facts being mach more difficult to 
ascertain, the results they give are inferential rather than 
positive. 

Of the extent to which cotton has been manufactured for 
home use in the three several ycars, it is possible to form a 
tolerably correct judgment. By deducting from the weight 
imported the quantities exported in the raw coudition, and 
then calculating at the generally accepted rate, of five yards 
to the lb., wo can guess at tho quantity that has, during 
the year, been absorbed in the manufacture of goods for 


domestic consumption. Thus— 
1872. 1879. 1880. 
cwts. cwts. cwts. 
Raw cotton imported ............ 12°64 13°17 14°55 
Raw cotton exported ............. 2°43 1°68 201 
Retained in this country ......... 10°21 11-49 12°54 
Cotton piece goods exported.... 6°30 6-60 8-00 
Yarn and thread........ — 2-20 2°-— 
8°30 8°80 10-00 
Leaving for home use............ 191 2-69 2°54 


‘There is thus reason to think that the home demand 
canuot have been greater during the past year than in the 
previous one, though both considerably excecdod that of 
1872. 

As regards the progress of woollen manufactures, we are 
not able to calculate so closely, but some information is 
afforded by the quautities of the raw material imported and 











exported. 
1872. 1879. 1880. 
lbs. Tbs. Ibe. 
Wool imported .........e+-00 380°S80 500°20 568-37 
Do. and yarn exported...... 184-91 292-40 281-02 
Retained for uso .......cceeee 195°89 207°80 287°35 


It is not possible to estimate the weight of wool employ- 
ed in the manufacture of the goods exported, but as these, 
in 1880, have not, in the gross, excecded those of 1879, by 
co large a proportion as the raw material retained for use in 
the Intter years has done; thero is room for supposing that 
there has been a greater consumption at home, although 
the trading reports scarcely bear out this supposition. 

Coming next,to the iron industry, the raw material for 
which is principally of home production ; wo find that the 
impetus given to manufacture for export, las induced a 
more than corresponding inerease in the namber of furnaces 
put into Llust, aud hence the manufacture of a larger out- 
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put. It bas been estimated that the quantities may stand 
thus :— 





1872. 1879. 1880. 

tons. tons. tons, 

Pig iron produced .................. oa sie eo 
tation of iron ore ............ : : a Ss 
— 3°39 2°88 3°79 


Exportation of manufactured iron 


It is generally admitted that the stocks in hand are larger 
than they were last ycar ; and, if se, it is difficult to see 
how there can be such a greatly increased demand for 
home consumption as is supposed. ‘There can, hawever, be 
no doubt that the additional number of ships known to be 
on the stocks, or recently off them, must have required more 
iron for their construction. It is significant, too, that the 
exportation of irou in December last was some 22,000 tons 
leas than in the same month of 1879, and that the stocks in 
bond in the United States, which has been our best 
customer of Jate, are greater than they were. 

Another feature, which is generally and rightly taken to 
indicate the briskness of trade, is the amount of railway 
traffic receipts, which, as published, have during the past 
half-year amounted to £22627, being an increase of £1°01 
on the corresponding period of 1879. This, however, must 
not be attributed wholly to the home trade, for the carriage 
of goods, especially iron to the ports of export, and the 
trausport of grain from the ports of import, will have added 
largely to this extension of traffic. 

The London Clearing-house returns again are evidence 
that something which is worth money is passing from hand 
to hand. Yet this muy not be so much from trade in goods 
as from speculation in funds, stocks, and shares, as may be 
inferred from the very large figures of settling days—1879, 
£4,859: millions ; 1880, £5,716: millions. 

Any review of our trading position, or attempt to esti- 
mate its progress during this or fullowing years, must be 
incomplete if attention be not paid to the state of our 
finances. The low rate of interest at which money is to be 
lent, aud the high price at which Consuls or other stocks 
are to be sold, muy evidence either that trade is so profit- 
able as to provide large surpluses for iuvestment, or so 
contracted as to leave little room for the employment of 
capital already acquired. Asarule, however, when trade 
is brisk, money is denr, aud cheap in times of limited em- 
ployment. ‘This has been and is the case in the last and 
the present years, aud the gradual hardening of the market 
induces the belief that money is now finding employment in 
trade rather than iu fixed investments. Yet, it will not be 
safe to rely too much upon this as evidence, for with in- 
creasing facilities for interchange of money securities and 
credits, the plethora or scarcity of available money in this 
country may be affected by circumstances other than those 
of trade, at home as well as abroad. An attentive survey 
of the state of the money market, as evidcuced in the Bank 
rates, the stocks of bullion held by the Bank, the prices of 
the public fands and other securitics yielding a fixed income 
at the different periods of our commercial history, cannot 
fail to throw much light upon our trading. condition at the 
present moment, and its probable progress iu this nnd 
following years. But this subject is so much complicated 
by the operation of political movements in other countries 
as well ns our own, and influenced by a variety of other 
causes, into which there is not time now to enter, that it 
must be passed somewhat lightly over. 


The mere fact that money is plentiful er otherwise in 
New York, Vienna, or Paris instantly ncts upon the avail- 
able supply in London. Nor is it possible at all to ascertain 
where the money employed in any one trading or mercan- 
‘tile centre is renlly owned. Thus, Enyvlish mercantile bills 
are constantly discounted in Paris and vice versa, just as 
the current rates of interest in the one place or other may 
taake the process easy to be effected; and purchases of 
English funds or stocks way be made on American account 
without auy movement of either bullion or goods. ‘here 
is reason (o believe that, during Inte years, when the 
balance of trade between England and the United States 
was increasingly against us, American securities held in 
England were largely bought back in payment for our 
excess of imports ; and, though now it is stated that very 
large purchases of American rathway and other stocks have 
been made here by bona fide investors, it is difficult to see 
how the purchnuse-money has been transmitted to the other 
side of the Atlantic; seeing that u comparatively small 
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amount of bullion has been sent over, whilst our obligations 
for imported food have been very large. Judging by 
present appearances, it would seem that there is :0 lack of 
money fur trading purposes, or for increasing means of 
manufacturing articles for export, but very little disposition 
to put it fully to such uses; thus evidencing very little con- 
fidence in any great expansion of trade being about to 
arise. 

Too much stress has been laid upon the great rise in the 
prices of all public sccurities, which is variously stated to 
have been 15 and 17 per cent. within the year, equaling 
upon three to four thousand millon pounds sterling—the 
estimated amount held in the United Kingdom—an addi- 
tion to capital of 450 to 600 millions, and this is spoken of 
as though it rendered the country actually more wealthy, 
No one really believes that the country’s wealth has thus 
increased. An individual holder, or eveu a number of such, 
seeking to realise investments, may now do so to an advan- 
tage; but let the whole, or eveu a large number of such 
holders seek to turn their stocks into money, and prices 
would immediately recede, Yet this nominal growth of 
wenlth is, to n great extent real for trade purposes, 
Bankers and others will lend on such securities more when 
they are high than low, or, at auy rate, their owner can 
obtain more credit with which to traffic. It is this credit 
that creates so many fiuctustions in trade. A belief arises 
that more goods will be required for exportation or con- 
sumption, and forthwith purchases are made, in the ex- 
pectation of selling again. Prices go up, as willing buyers 
increase, until it is found that the real demand is smali, and 
forthwith there isa rebound. This has been evidenced in 
the transactions of 1879-80. Orders came from America 
for iron, privcipally in the form of rails, or pigs to make 
rails; production was increased; prices went up, then fell, 
and now have partially risen—to fall, it is probable, still 
more when it is found that the demand has slackened or 
ceased. This demund really arose from two causes : the ex- 
cessively low figure to which our prices had fallen, and the 
lamentable deficiency in our late harvests, which rendered 
large purchases of grain necessary. The ready sale which 
American agriculturists found for their produce iuduced the 
belief that extended cultivation would be profitable. To do 
this, additional railways were necessary, and, our rails 
being cheap, they, instend of money, were taken in pay- 
ment. This saved us from the expected drain of bullion 
for the time, and, should our harvest this year prove good, 
may save us from it altogether. Ifso, the anticipated ex- 
pansion of trade with the United States will not go ou for 
any length of time. Other causes have acted in a similar 
manner upon other branches of trade, as evidenced in the 
following figures, showing the destinations of our additional 
exports during the twelve months ending 30th September 
last, as compared with the trade to the same countries in 
1872 and 1879. 











Value of Exports. 1871-2. 1878-9. 1879-80. 
£ £ £ 
To United States ............ ee 40°53 16°80 31°99 
» British India......... intvbesse. “Sar Oe 23°64 31°15 
» China and Japan ............ 11-34 9-28 12°33 
» all other countries ........... 173:02  138°32 142-91 
Total ....... — 24726 18804 21838 
Thus the increase in our exports iu the one year was :— 
£ 
To United States ......... 15:19 = 90 per cent. 

» British India .......... 751 = 32, 

» China, Japan .......... 3°05 = 33 4 

„Other conntries ...... 459 = 3 _sC=L, 


The similar figures for the year ending December last, are 
not yet published. The total, however, for the year, as 
found in the mouthly return, is £222°81, or £4°43 above 
that for the twelvemontls ending in September, that being 
the excess of the Jast quarter of 1880 over that of 1879. 
The larger portion of this excess will, probably, be found 
to be to India; some to Australia and Canada, with whom 
our trade has been little of late. Yet, even when this 
is added, it will still be seen bow limited bas been 
the area of enlarged export. The “ other countries” 
—that is, all the world besides America, India, China, 
and Japan—taking from us 143 millions out of 218, 
have not, at farthest, iucreased their purchases by more 
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than 5 or 6 per cent. Nor does this respreseut greater 
trade, since the general rise in prices will account for seme 
4 percent. of the additional value, leaving the quantities 
of the goods much as they were before. With one-third 
of our customers we have done better business in 1880; 
with two-thirds it has remained stationary, even during the 
recent expausion ; whilst, ns compared with 1872, it has 
been worse, by from 20 to 25 per cent. 


These nre serious considcrations as regards the auticipa- 
tions which are to be formed for the future, and should en- 
force the utmost cantion in all trading and manufacturing 
engagements. Yet it is to the newer countries, those 
which have not yet become peopled, or, if peopled, where 
arts, manufactures, nnd commerce have yet to be introduced 
or developed, that we must look for auy permanent or 
profitable iucrease of trade. It is to these we should send 
our capital aud labour, if we would create now markets or 
raise Up new customers. 

History, it is said, repeats itself, and if trade prcsperity 
is to proceed as in former times, the cycle must be uear its 
end, and the advent of its highest tide be at hand. It is 
necessary, therefore, to study the course of the past fall 
and rise, that we may kuow how and when we may expect 
ite completion. Such also would seem to be the general 
expectation of all who are engaged in trade. Most of the 
circulars issued at the commencement of the year speak of 
the past 12 to 16 months as those in which there has been 
much fluctuation, but withal a growing improvement which 
promises to become fully developed in the months or years 
soon to follow. The late depression has been longer than 
its predecessors, and from this it is inferred that the revival 
will be more rapid. But such repetition seldom or never is 
complete in all its features, and it may be well to look also 
at the points in which the present condition contrasts with 
that of the years during which the last flood was runuing. 

In 1870, the exports of British produce and manufacture 
rose but ten millions; in 1880, they increased more than 
thirty ; whilst the imports retained for home use, in 1870, 
were ouly swelled by the same ten millions, whereas in 1880 
the addition has been to the extent of forty-five millious of 
movey. The total imports retained may be thus divided:— 


1870. 1880. 
Fo0d......c..csceescceeeese, 100 185 (2) 
Raw material ............ 119 120 (?) 
Manufactured ............. 40 45 (2) 

259 350 (?) 


In 1870, our imports exceeded our exports by £59 
millions, iv 1880 by 127. In 1870, we had had in succes- 
sion three of the best harvests ever known : in 1880, with 
one exception, six of the worst. Inu 1870, the population 
which produced our 200 millions of exports, and consumed 
the 100 millions foreign supplies of food, was 81 millions ; 
in 1880 it will probably have numbered 35 who were only 
able to export 222 millions, whilst consuming 185. In all 
these respects the condition of the country was Widely 
different from that of the present time, aud it seems im- 
Possible that trade should run the same course. 


Again, 1870-1 was the year of the Franco-German War, 
Which—whilst it rendered both countries in large measure 
dependent on this to supply their wants—paralysed their 
own trude, and lessened their powers of production. Now, 
ten years of peace hns enabled both of them greatly to 
increase their trade, and that in mauy articles which rival 
ours, America was scarcely beginning to recruit the re- 
Sources wasted in her civil war. Now she is entering upon 
® competition and race with Great Britnin, the keenness 
and fierceness of which promises to exceed the wildest 
expectations which could have been entertained ten, or 
even five, years ago. ‘The power of supplying the wants 
of the world has increased in greater degree than those 
wants have grown, or rather than the meaus of paying for 
their supply have expanded ; and we have not preserved 
our relative superiority in producing power. 

Yo take another view of the case; in 1870, we were at 
peace with all the world; we have now to meet the cost 
and overcume the disorganisation resulting from contests 
in India and the Cape; from the decay of the ‘Turkish 
Empire, the trade with which was to us, formerly, a source 
of the greatest profit: and, however soon the condition of 
Ireland may change, there can be no doubt that its present 
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state is entailing losses which must have an effect upon our 
commercial progress. 

All these considerations should check any exuberant 
hopes that the iuflation of 1872-3 is about to be revived. 
The progress already made during the past year has been 
very spasmodic. Of this no surer token can be adduced 
than the fluctuations in the price of iron, the article of our 
trade with which the revival commenced, and on the con- 
tinued demand for which much extravagant expectation 
has been based. It is but too evident that speculative 
action drove the prices of this and other things far higher 
than the extent of the trade in them warranted ; and though 
at present prices muy be at a fair level, they are not 80 
as to yicld great profits. Any permanent iucrease in cost 
or selliug. price would, in all probability, put a check to 
demands which, there is reason to believe, grew out of 
ee circumstances uot likely to exist for any length 
of time. 


It is the undue influence of this specalative element 
which threatens to revive the fatal inflation of 1872-73, 
for though during that period there was much real acces: 
sion of wealth to the country as well as to individuals, 
there was still more that was false. Siuce then, and as 
the result in great measure of the course then pursued, 
there have beeu sad and heavy losses; not solely to the 
wild speculators the cessation of whose butterfly term of 
prosperity there is no reason to deplore. In such seasons 
the hard-carned savings of the pradent and careful, the 
provision made for widows and orphans, become placed in 
the hands of fiuauciers, who unduly stimulate trade, only 
to prepare the way for renewed depression, and for all the 
misery which such catastrophes as the Glasgow and West 
of England Bauk fuilures inflict upon the undeserving 
sufferers. Yet, altogether undeserving many of those who 
euffer can scarcely be said to be. It is the speculative 
spirit which seems to possess so many of all classes, that 
opens the door for those who thrive by its existence and 
cultivation. Since 1872, the number of these, and the 
bolduess of their flights, have vastly increased, and it is 
painful to sce how constantly the writers on trade subjects 
speak of speculation, as though it were the legitimate basis 
upon which the expansion of trade is entitled to rest. To 
judge by present indications, if trade does so rapidly revive, 
it will have very little firm ground upon which to stand. 
There is really nothiug more solid to justify the extravagant 
auticipations se generally formed—nothing more likely than 
this speculation to wreck the prospects which may be safely 
entertained, that the gradual, though slow, improvement 
may be maintained. 


What, for instance, are the prospects that our trade with 
America will, next year, exceed that of the last ? She found 
us in waut of increased supplies of food, owing to our bad 
harvests ; aud from her extended agriculture supplies our 
wants. She found, too, that our iron trade was suffering 
great depression, that prices were so low as to permit im- 
portation iuto her country profitable, even under prohibitory 
duties (levied as such, more than for revenue purposes). 
We parchased her corn at good prices, and paid for it with 
iron, sold at the outset nt poor prices. Believing that this 
State of things permitted of continuance, and flush of means 
from her profitable exports, she determiued to lay down 
rails, to ennble cultivation to be extended further inland ; 
thus taking off our hands accumulated stocks, aud even 
new supplies, at prices which became ns they went higher, 
the stimulus to further prodaction. Unless, however, in 
the meantime, new openings for trade can be found, it is 
not at all probable that this will continue. A good harvest 
at home, should we have cne this year, will leave much of 
the grain now growing for our market as surplus stock in 
the hands of the Western growers, aud thus prevent the 
continuance of che purchases from our manufacturers which 
has had so much to do with sending prices up. Should 
this be the case, it may, in the end, not be disadvantageous 
to us, for su soon as agricultural production in that country 
exceeds the demand, or from other causes prices fall so as 
to be less profitable, the growers there will become unwil- 
ling to -protect their various manufacturing interests, at 
an excessive cost to themselves, and thus brivg about the 
reduction or abandonment of prohibitive or excessive duties. 
This is the direction in which we may look for the growth 
in Amcrica of free-trade priuciples, the cstablishment of 
which wust, soouer or later, be cousummated. This may, 
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for atime, be allowing our manufactures to come in’ to 
competition with her own ; but the progress she is making 
in the nentral markets of the world forbid the hope that 
she will long allow us to hold our ground where our pro- 
ducts have hitherto predominated, still less increase her 
internal consumption of those imports which she has in 
herself the power of producing. ‘Tlie figures already «uot ed 
show that our exports thither are not on the increase, and 
when the next quarterly return of values appears, it will 
probably show that the trade with her in our own mauu- 
factures has already begun to decline. 

If we turn to India, the country whieh, next to the 
United States, has contributed most to the revival of our 
export trade, the prospect is more hopeful. Yet, even 
there, the recent exports must be deemed exceptional. 
Daring the famine, her power of purchasing was limited ; 
much that has been seut there during the past year 
has been to supply previous deficiences, and it is under- 
stood that stocks of cottons are uccumulatiug. Two- 
thirds of our exports thither consist of cotton manufactures, 
and though it may not be for some time to come, it Is not 
probable that India, with the raw material on the spot, and 
with Inbour so much cheaper than bere, will, any more than 
Awerica, fail to manufacture for herself. ‘There is greater 
likelihood of her requiring larger supplies of iron to extend 
her railway system, though this must come slowly ; but 
the capitalist who would now erect cotton mills with the 
intention of manufacturing more largely for Indian cus- 
tomers, must be guided more by faith than reason. 

The third principal quarter from whence large orders for 
our manufactures havo come is China and Japan. Here, 
again, far more than the half of the goods these countries 
take from us nre cotton in pieces and yarns—a trade which 
is likely to continue, and may greatly increase. At present 
there seems little opening for selling them iron iu any 
quantity, but so intelligent a people are sure, before long, 
to see the advantages of railway communication ; and unless 
we aro beaten out of tho market hy our neighbours in 
Belgium and Germany, there is every renson to anticipate 
that these people may prove cxtensive customers. “There 
is no absurdity, howover, iu the belief that when that day 
comes it will be accompanied, or preceded, by such an 
eruption of the Chinese labourers as may scriously compete 
with our own workors, in our own places of production. 

It is exceedingly unsatisfactory to find that the Aus- 
traliun colonies have contributed little to the recent growth 
of our exports. Canada has done much better in 1880; 
but then 1879 was one ia which she fell off in her demands 
for our goods. ‘There seems but little renson for hoping 
that any great oxteusion of trade tu theso colonies will 
speedily take place. The South African trade must receive 
a scvere check—excepting for the necessaries expended 
in war—from what has, and is, taking place there. 

So far, then, ag@the present outlets for the products of 
our mining aud manufacturing industrics are concerned, 
there would appear to be very little solid basis on which 
to hope for any great oxtension of our trade in the present 
or coming years. It may even be that the rovival has 
reached its height, unless wild speculation attempts to 
force our goods on markets in advance of their require- 
ments. 

It will be gathered from what has becn now said, in 
connection with his previous expressions of opinion, ac- 
companied by copious compilations of figures, that the writer 
sees but little to desire in the rapid extension of the import 
trade ; and that he .ees nothing to regret iu the fact which 
last month’s official returna manifest, that this expansion 
has received a check. The figures of the coming year will 
possibly preve this to have been something more than 
accidental or temporary. Without again going over the 
ground su well trodden on former ovcasions, it may now 
suffice tu say that he sees no reason to doubt the soundness 
of two arguments, which he thinks the history of the past 
decade should remove from the region of controversy— 
numely, that a continued growth of imports, unaccompanied 
by « corresponding increase in the exports, cannot be an 
evidence of incrensing wealth ; and that it is by no means 
sutisfuctory to find that the whole value of our exports, 
deducting the cost of farcign materials which enter 
iuto their manufacture, now falls fav short of the price we 
have to pay for the food which our jnereasing population 
requires for its support. Further, that so iong as our in- 
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creasing population fails to spread itself over the unoccupied 
and uncivilised lands which lie ready for cultivation ; and 
coutinues its present wasteful expenditure of substance, 
labour, and life, the prosperity of the country requires the 
expansion of its export trade far beyond the present bounds, 
or those that seem to be within reach. With one other 
remark, be would bring this already too extended paper to 
aclose. It is this, that for such expansion thie fullest : 
freedom of trade is absolutely essential, and hence, that 
any attempt to fetter it with the shackles of reciprocity, or 
to crush it under the dead weight of protection, would be 
fatal to the continuance of that trade on which, under pre- 
seut conditions, our existence as a nation depends. 





DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Samuel Hill said he should have liked to have heard 
Mr. Bourne's criterion of value. His experience taught 
him that the prices put down at the Custom-house were 
nothing like the cost, or mercantile price. He would aleo 
point out that the import values were inclusive of freight, 
while the exports were not. He remembered the first 
shipments of rails to the American markets, when the prices 
realised, including an ad ralorem duty, were no test of the 
price obtained by the Evglish merchant. He did not agrée 
that the largo exports of rails to America had been prin- 
cipally paid for in cereals, for, in many instances, he believed 
they were paid for in American railroad and other secur- 
ties. ‘These were pointe to be borne in mind in determin- 
ing our future trade with America. The late nctivity ia 
this line was- attributable to the facts that the price was 
very low, and that iron-masters were so desirous of increas- 
ing their trade, that they took securities, which, in cooler 
moments, they would not look at. A very important ques- 
tion, which had not been deale with, was that of labour. 
‘There were two giant forces, capital and labour, and if they 
opposed each other the danger was as great as the collision 
between two steamships or two express trains ; yet sufficient 
attention was not paid to keeping up good relations between 
these two forces, nor was the dignity inherent in labour 
sufficiently recognised. 

Mr. Cornelius Walford was glad to find Mr. Bourne, in 
some degree, more hopefal than he had been in the 
He had been accustomed to thinkthat if trade thould never 
again revive, but become worse, Mr. Bourne wonld have 
heen one of the greatest men alive, because he had always 
predicted it, but now he feared his fate would be more like 
that of Goodwin the astrologer, who predicted the burning 
of London, but he was so much ridicaled for having done 
so, that he denied having made the prophecy only a few 
weeks before the great fire occurred. He (Mr. Walford) 
thought there were decided indications of improvement iu 
in trade; but he was not at all sure that the cydle or sun- 
spot theory had not misled a great many people. It was 
quite true that, looking at the history of commerce for the 
last century and a-half, there were recurring periods of ex- 
pansion and depression, and the latter had always been ac- 
companied by predictions such as were now made. About 
1819, the agricultural interest was believed to be as much 
depressed as it was now, and it was said it would never re- 
cover, but while it did recover, he was aisposed to think 
that it was in a worse state now that it was then. There 
was no doubt that America was the great rival of Europe 
with regard to agricultural produce, and it must be so. It 
would be a be a bad day for America, if our harvests were 
more productive. But apart from detuils, the general ques- 
tion was this—was it possible, with the vast ramifications 
of trade, to bring together in one focus all the circumstances, 
which went to make up the greatness of a nation? He 
thought not. With all the skill and knowledge that eveu 
Mr, Bourne could bring to bear on the question, he did uot 
think it was possible to truly forecast the future. And it 
was well it was so, or speculation would be more rife eveu 
than it was at the present. When he saw these great periods 
of expansion, when the exports approached or exceeded 
the imports, he did not consider they were the periods 
of greatest prosperity, but rather the immediate precur- 
sors of panics, when the fruit of the speculation of the 
past was becoming ripe. He hoped, therefore, that, tak- 
ing u lesson by the past, whatever trade was doing vow 
would be done with safey, and theu, if iudividual or 
even natioual profits were smaller, the progress made 
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sceure. They would then have an 
bononrable trade, and one which was eood for all 
concerned in it. The thing required, in his mind, was 
steady progress, and he was quite sure that the discussion 
of these questions by Mr. Bourne, the Chairman, and others 
had done good. The problem had been considered all over 
the world, and though some of the colonies were tuking a 
course with regard to protection which they at home might 
think wrong, still there two sides to every question, and 
the colonies which exported so much raw produce might be 
justified in taking a course which, to us in England, who 
imported so much, might scem wrong. No man could safely 
predict the future in these matters, for he must bow to the 
force of eveuts. 

Mr. Christian Mast thought there was a contradiction in 
the paper between theory and practice. The practice, as 
carried out in the figures, was excellent, but the theory at 
at the beginning seemed to be that of cycles, which was not 
trastworthy. All the circumstance of trade must have 
causes, and in his opinion the causes were terrestrial only, 
and had nothing to do with the sun. If Europe was pro- 
sperous, it must result either from good harvests, or from 
the state of affairs and society. He thought periods of pro- 
sperity could always be traced to public tranquility, and 
bad periods toa disturbed state, social or political. Noth- 
ing upeared to him plainer than that in 1871 England was 
prosperous because France and Germany were dopressed, 
and so in other periods. 


Capt. Bedford Pim, R.N., said he must join issue with 
Mr. Bourne as to the last part of his paper, wherein he 
deprecated reciprocity aud protection. If any one looked 
around, at the results of free trade, he must feel unbounded 
astonishment that any one had been wild enough to follow 
such a Will-o’-the-Wisp. There was not a nation on the 
face of the earth which had followed Great Britain in this 
respect, aud they could hardly suppose they were the only 
people in the world who knew what was beneficial. Take 
the United States. In 1869, they owed £551,000,000 ; but, 
in ten years, they had paid off no less than 128 millions 
sterling, aud were uow progressing by leaps and bounds, 
whilst England had only paid off 10 millions of debt since 
the Queen’s Accession. Free trade was to have given cheap 
food, bat Mr. Bourne had admitted that provisions wore 
dearer all round than -they used to be. He would at once 
put a duty of 5s. a quarter on corn, which would produce 
five millions of revenue, and would only iucrease the price 
of bread 3d. on 14 quarterns, while it would enable the 
English farmer to live. Mr. Read told him that it was 
impossible to grow corn in Englund under 40s. a quarter, 
whilst the Americans could Iny it down here at 38s.; so 
that a 5s. duty would equalise matters. Again, in his own 
profession, it was most important that we should have 
graiu brought iu our own ships, but, owing to the repeal of 
the navigition laws, 80 per cent. of our senmeu were 
foreigners. He was not going to run down foreigners, and 
the Russian Finns made splendid sailors, but suppose there 
Were a war with Russia, they would not bring grain car- 
Goes to England. Corn would, in such a case, no doubt, be 
made contraband of war. A Bill had just been declared 
urgent in the French Senate for giving bounties to French 
shipping, and no doub* it would very soon become law. 
What was England going to do then? Her sugar iu- 
dustry had already been ruined, and 20,000 meu thrown 
out of work by tho French bounty system. Steam and 
telegraphs cume into being soon after the free trade system, 
aud soon after came the gold discoveries in Australia and 
California, things cansed an expansion of the trade, but that 
Was a very different thing from extension. In conclusion, 
he expressed his opinion that there was never a more com- 
plete piece of humbug than free trade. 

Mr. B. Francis Cobb said there could be no doubt of the 
value of the paper, whatever criticisms might be made upon 
it. He himself should be inclined to eviticise some portions 
of it, as, for instnnee, where the author said that when a 
thing was once imported into this country it did not alter 
its Value the more it was manipulated ; but if that mani- 
pulation consisted of labour expended upou it, and was 
them re-exported, there was certainly a gain to that 
comtry, ‘There was no doubt a great deal to be said on 
the question of freight, as bearing on the value of exports 
and imports. The value of money as an importing power 
Was less than it was, and the same qunutity of money did 
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more work now than formerly, owing to telegraphic com- 
munications. If he wanted to import seeds from Iudia, he 
had only to give security to an English bank, and he could 
telegraph out a eredit to his ageut in India, who could pur- 
chase what he required at once, so that an immense amount 
of the capital which was formerly required to carry out 
such operations was saved. By this means a much: smaller 
per-centage of profit would repay the merchant, because 
much less capital was required than in days gone by. All 
thix made it more difficult to forecast the state of trade 
for the future. When a want arose it was immediately 
supplied, and there was not the same opportunity for 
speculation. With regard to Captain Pim’s remarks about 
the colonies nud free trade, he would recommend him to 
compare New South Wales and Victoria. The former, 
which was a free trade colony, was fast outstripping Mel- 
bourne, which was saddled with high protective duties. 
With regard to foreigu sailors, though he had not the statis- 
tics at hand, he was convinced there were as many English- 
men under the British flag as there were 30 or 40 years 
ago ; there were certainly as many British subjects. 


Mr. Liggins said Mr. Bourne deserved their thanks for 
the able and exhaustive paper he had prepared, but he was 
surprised at the conclusion arrived at, to which Captain 
Pim had alrendy referred. The author had given figures 
which he considered most disastrous for the future of Eng- 
lish trade, and he had stated most truly that the growth of 
imports, unaccompanied by a corresponding increase of 
export, could not be considered as evidence of increasing 
wealth. He (Mr. Liggins) read in the Zimes that morning 
that one of the largest steamers belonging to the Steam 
Navigation Company, the Zibra, had been in collision in 
the river, and she goiug to Hamburg in ballast to fetch a 
full enrgo of manufactured goods for this country, and he 
did not see how that could be a transaction for the benefit 
of England. He had always understood that they lived by 
what they sold, not by what they bought. He was a West 
Indian proprietor, ruined by free trade, which ho could not 
too strongly denounce. Another thing he saw in the 
Times, was the loss of an English ship, bound from Deme- 
rara to New York, with a cargo consisting of the produce 
of English colonies, intending to return from the United 
States with a cargo of manufactured goods. How could 
that be to the advantage of England? He had in 
his hand a West Indian newspaper, in which three 
out of four of the advertisements were from New York 
traders. One third of the crop of Antigua went last year 
to New York.. All those islands were sending their sugar 
to America to be manufactured, and that only came to 
England which was mortgaged to English merchants. He 
was a shipowner, aud the greater part of the sailors he had 
to employ were foreiguers, and he feared that, in case of a 
war, we should find a difficulty in getting men to man oar - 
ships and fight our battles. Mr. Bourne's figures were black 
enough, but be did not think they wore as black as the 
renlity. He could corroborate what Captain Pim had said 
about French shipping, for only lately a French nobleman 
had told him that Frauce intended to do all the trade of the 
world, aud to drive Englaud out of the market. But there 
Was © worse fenture even than that, for there was a strong 
agitation going ou in America to subsidise American ships, 
in ordor to drive tho large Euglish steamers cff the liue. 
He held shares in one of the largest steamship companies, 
which last year paid no dividend, and he knew of one 
Liverpool vessel which lost £4,000 by one voyage. This 
could not goon. If England lost her ships, ber colonies, 
and her commerce, the figures would soou be much worse 
than any Mr. Bourne had given. He did .not thiuk it was 
fair to compare 1879 and 1880, because accidental cireum- 
stances might show au improvement in one year; the com- 
parison ought to be made with 1872. With regard to the 
sugar industry, he considered it a great mistake to take the 
duty off sugar. It produced five millions of reveuue, aud 
gave the working man an opportunity of contributing some- 
thing to the revenues of a nation which gave him sach high 
waves, Working men were beginning to see that a free 
breakfast tnble was a mistake, and meant low wages, The 
working classes should rather make the things they mauu- 
factured higher in price, aud then ther would get good 
wnges; nine-tenths of them were now beginning to seo that 
freo trade brought them low wages. In the Keusington 
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aud in the Albert-hall, £70,000 worth, and that was 
certainly no benefit to the working classes. The figures 
showed they were importing more than they were exporting, 
which must mean ruin in the end. 

Mr. Pfoundes said, when he was in Japau and China, he 
had many opportunities of mixing with tho natives, and 
looking at trade questions from the native point of view, 
and the result of his experience was that one of the most 
crying needs for successful English commerce was more 
competent agents. For want of these, most important work 
was committed to natives, who, of course, used the infor- 
mation they obtained for their own benefit. Again, the 
old-fashioned system of English trade there was on far too 
expensive a scale—a greater part of the time of the agents 
being spent at the club, tific, or full-dress dinners—the 
conseqnence being that our trade charges were out of all 
proportion to those incurred by the more thrifty of our 
continental competitors. Again, in the consular service, 
young men, admirably trained in many respects, were sent 
out, but they were not allowed to engage in trade; they 
kuew nothing of trade matters, and could not compete with 
the representatives of other countrics. He could not agree 
with the criticism of a previous speaker, that Mr. Bourne's 
figures were not trustworthy. 

Mr. Hill asked if Mr. Bourne could give an idea of the 
present purchasing power of money as compared with 1826 
or 1828. 

The Chairman said that though the discussion had been 
interesting, it had to a certain extent been discursive, one 
or two senteuces in the paper having led into a discussion 
of. the principles of free trade. He should not go into that 
question at any length, because, notwithstanding what had 
been said, he should assume that the majority of those 

resent and at any rate the Socicty, as a whole, were sound 
traders. He must remark, however, that notwith- 
standing all the predictions which had been made as to the 
evils which would follow our free trade system, the ruin 
had been very long in coming, and he was prepared to 
maintain that, at the present time, there was no country in 
the world, not even excepting the United States, more 
prosperous than Great Britain, or where such a large mass 
of people had employment at ood wages, aud had so fuir 
an opportunity of enjoying life in bealth and comfort. 
With regard to foreign eountries imitating our free trade 
policy, he might remark that if they were at all logical, 
they would carry their protective system much farther ; the 
United States, for instance, should not only have a tariff 
against foreign countries, but New York should have tariff 
against Massachusetts, and so on, 80 as to get the utmost 
benefit from the protective policy. ‘There was not the 
smallest foundation for the statement that 20,000 men had 
been thrown out of employmeut in the sugar industry ; 
at the present moment there was more sugar being refined 
in the. United Kingdom than at any former period, and if 
there were fewer people employed, it was owing to im- 
provements in the mode of manufacture. Even if there 
were foundation for the statement, it would not follow that 
the leas employment was due to the bounties given by the 
foreign Goveruments, and this question had never been 
faced by those who had been promoting the agitation against 
the sugar bounties. Coming to the paper itself, he should 
like to say that, so far as he could judge, although it was a 
little less gloomy in its statements then some former payers 
by Mr. Bourne, still on the whole, there was a tendency to 
too much gloom, both in the facts and in the anticipations 
pat forward. For instance, in speaking of the iron trade, 
he threw doubt on the suggestion that the home consump- 
tion had increased. Now he had occasion, some time avo, 
to look somewhat nurrowly into the figures, and satisfied 
himself that from October to the end of December, there 
had been an increase of something like 25 per cent. in the 
home cousutoption of iron ; for although the foreign ship- 
ments had decreased, the increased stock, as compared 
with the same period of last year, was very small, so that 
the immense increase in the production must have been 
nearly all absorbed in various manufactures at home. With 
regurd to the colton trade, Mr. Bourne said that stucks 
were supposed to be accumulating in the East ; but, as far 
as he could discover from trade circulars, those stocks were 
extremely well absorbed into consumption. Another fact, 
from which he seemed to draw a gloomy conclusion, was, 
that last year there was no increase of exports to Australia ; 
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but he recollected very well, that two or three years ago, 
when our exports to foreign countries were diminishing, 
those to the colonies, and purtly to Australia, were increas- 
ing. It was hardly fair to expect every year to show an 
iucrease to every country in the world ; there must be ups 
and downs, aud there might be special circumstances 
which lowered the export to Australia in one particular 
yeur and they might be well satisfied with the in- 
crease which had taken place in our Australian trade 
during the last nine or ten years. With regard to the 
main question, he must take exception to the appareutly 
exaggerated importance attached to foreign trade ; and he 
did not agree that in matters of home trade what one man 
gained must necessarily be at the expense of another ; as a 
rule, every exchange which took place was to the mutual 
benefit of both parties. He believed the home trade, and 
not the foreign, was really the important matter. Mr. 
Bourne also seemed to found his auticipations for the future 
on the assumption that trade revived more quickly than it 
went back, and that when it began to revive, the highest 
point was soon reached, and he gave as an instnnce the 
period of the Franco-German war. Now he took exception to 
that altogether. The revival of trade there referred to, 
did not commence after the war, but long before, and was 
in full swing when the war broke out. He remembered 
noting the revival of trade which took place in Lancashire 
in the autumn of 1869, and 1870 was really a very pros- 
perous year, so much so, that when the war broke out, it 
caught the stock Exchange in the full swing of speculation, 
and the result was a panic, unprecedented in the memory 
of the present generation. The proper year, therefore, to 
compare with 1880, was 1870. It wus very likely that the 
present revival had been unusually rapid ; but whether it 
would soon attain its maximum, and give place to a reaction, 
wis a question which he agreed with Mr. Walford it would 
not be wise to discuss with too much obstinacy on one 
sile or the other. They could never be sure, with all the 
pains they might take to form an absolutely correct an- 
ticipation of what would happen. According to past ex- 
perience, there was reasonable ground for supposing that 
businese would go on improviug, but i¢ would be foolish to 
attempt to predict with certainty. Some of the political 
causes for not expecting a very favourable result he though 
Mr. Bourne had dwelt too much upon, for instance, the 
political troubles in Indian and at the Cape. The amount 
of money involved, though large, was very small wheu 
compared with the magnitude of our commerce. The 
succession of bad harvests had probably had much more 
influence. He would conclude by expressing his entire 
approval of Mr. Bourne’s remarks with resqeet to the state 
of speculation at the present time especially in securities. 
There could be no doubt that the advance, which was the 
cause of so much satisfaction to many people, was only a 
change in the nominal expression of wealth, and represent- 
ed no real increase. “People were really no richer than 
they were before, and one of the dangers of the future was 
the length to which the speculator might go. 

Mr. Bourne, in reply, regretted that the main purport 
of his paper had not received more consideration. The 
point for consideration was what lessons for the future 
could be drawn from the past, so that their operations might 
be guided accordingly ; and he must remind the meeting 
that, having previously written several papers, which would 
be found collected ina volume in the Library, he had now 
omitted many points with which he had before dealt. 
For instance, he had fully considered the question raised 
by Mr. Hill with regard to the influence of freight on 
the value of exports and imports; and on the preseut 
occasion, his object being to compare one period with 
another, the figures being on the same basis throughout, 
their absolute accuracy was not of importance. ‘The pur- 
chasing power of money was much too large a question 
to say anythiug useful upon at that late hour. His object 
had not been to give a gloomy view, but to -put the facts 
fairly before the public, and he must congratulate himself 
that he had been the means of directing attention to the 
real state of the case, which had not been without some 
advantage in the influence it had had on the conduct pur- 
sued. He looked with a great deal of suspicion on the pro- 
gress of our trade, and a great deal of the political economy 
of the present day, but, as for looking with any depression 
on the condition of Eugland, he did not. He only wished 
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to point out the sources from which she might arrive at a 
grandeur and wealth far beyond what she had ever achiev- 
ed. The two great requisites were the stady of economy 
and an attempt to follow the American example by taking 
in our outlying territories, moving our population east, 
west, north, and south, aud embracing in the sphere of our 
cultivation those portions of our dominions which would 
furnish prosperous and comfortable homes to those who were 
now in poverty and destitution. He bad no pretensions to 
prophecy ; he only reasoned on the past, to show why it 
justified an anticipation of the future, and wherein present 
circumstances differed from past, so that we might learn 
how best to meet that which was coming. This was the 
same as was now done with regard to the weather 3; We 
obtained information from America of what was passing 
there at the moment, and from that drew conclusions as to 
the weather we might shortly expect in Europe. If he had 
dwelt more upon the gloomy side, it was because it was 
more important to guard against possible evils, than to look 
out for coming prosperity. He had no belief in cycles or 
the sun-spot theory ; but there was the fact, that alternate 
periods of the inflation and depression had hitherto occurred 
pretty regularly, and this led many people to suppose that 
the same thing must happen again, and so speculate largely 
on the the first indications of a revival ; aud it was this he 
wished to guard against, as it led to artificial inflation and 
a corresponding depression which need not otherwise occur. 
When he said the rise was more rapid than the fall, he al- 
luded to this influence. He was glad the Chairman agreed 
with him that the speculation at present going on was ex- 
cessive ; he feared it would produce an inflation, for which 
they would suffer severely afterwards. He could not now 
discuss the question of free trade, but it must be remember- 
ed that the circumstances of England differed so greatly 
from other countries, that we must needs follow a different 
policy. Here we had a population which we could not feed 
from our own stores; while America had a population 
which could not consume half of what she raised. As to 
the statement that we wanted an extension of trade, rather 
than an expansion, that was the argument he had con- 
atantly enforced ; we wanted to enlarge our aphere of oper- 
ations. With regard to the periods he had selected, 1872 
was the period of highest elevation, and 1879 that of the 
lowest depression, and, therefore, he thought they were 
fairly selected. Mr. Liggins regretted that so much of our 
colonial sugar went to New York, but for his part he thought 
if we could get good customers in any part of the world it 
was matter for congratulation. The question of exports 
and imports he had treated fully elsewhere. He was sur- 
prised at the Chairman thinking he had taken too gloomy a 
view, but as he had already said, his only object had been 
to guard against possible evils, on the principle that fore- 
warned was forearmed. Still, he could not take the cheer- 
fal view which was adopted by many writers at present. 
All the writings of the day seemed ia favour of speculation 
and that led to the inflation, which caused a subsequent 
depression, With regard to the home consumption of iron, 
he had taken the figures from trade circulars. ‘The assumed 
make and the annual export did not leave a sufficient balance 
to account for'the enormous home consumption which was 
generally assumed. 


The Chairman said that the exports were very large in 
the early part of the year, and the increased consumption at 
home was mainly in the last three months. 

Mr. Bourne said he had ouly quoted the absolute figures. 
At any rate, he thought the.exports of iron were likely to 
fall off. With regard to the troubles in India and the Cape, 
it was not altogether the amount of expenditure to which 
he referred, but to the fact that we had been killing our 
customers rather than encouraging them. The question of 
the morality of the proceedings was one which he would not 
attempt to euter upon. He was glad that Mr. Giffen en- 
dorsed what he suid about speculation, for it was that they 
had most to fear at present. The belief that the trade must 
necessarily advance by leaps and Lounds, was likely to pro- 
duce a vast amount of that evil, and the growth of the spe- 
culative spirit in the present day had raised up aud main- 


tained a large portion of the commnnity, who, instead of 


being producers, were living on the labours of others ; and 
this was one of the most disastrous things connected with 
trade which could happen. No language ean be too strong 
to condemn the fact of our having in our midst such a large 
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number of non-producers, who did nothing whatever to add 
to the wealth of the country, but simply by passing goods 
from hand to hand, and stimulatiog purchases to an undue 
extent, absorbed from the honest labourers a large propor- 
tion of their gains. This was one of the most fatal elements 
in the present constitution of our trading society, and the 


one most necessary to guard against. 


Votes of thanks to Mr. Bourne and the Chairman con- 


cluded the proceedings,—Journal of the Society of Arte. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no ——— fo 
the sentiments or opinions of var Correspondents, for the accuracy of assertions 
or for the dedactious they may choose to draw therefzom.} 


To Tae Epitor or tHE “Japan WEEKLY Mar.” 
Sir,—I see that the Japan Gazette daily makes the assertion 


that it is “‘ the only independent journal published in Japan ;” 
that is to say, that all the other uewspaper are under 

influence. Can the Gazette's stutement be true? If so, then 
the entire press of Japau, with the solitary exception of the 


Gazette itself, isin u condition of lamentable dependence and 


shameful degradation. 


As this is matter of general public concern, I shall send a 


copy of this letter to all the foreign newspapers whose honor is 
assailed by the Gazette, and shall await the reply which the 
accusation demands, which will be read with interest 
one interested in the integrity of the Preas. 


by every 


I remain, 
A FRIEND OF THE TRUTH. 
April 13th, 1881. 





REUTER’S TELEGRAMS, 


Lonpon, 8th April, 1881. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer proposes a reduction 


of oue penny in the income tax and the gradual abolition 


of the duty on plate, as he expects a surplus of £300,000 
over the expenditure. 





[Surrimp To THE “ HoncKoxe Datry Press.”"} 
London, March 80th. 

Potchefstroom capitulated to-day. The British loss was 
108 killed aud wounded. Peace conditions have been 
signed. 

Mr. Parnell.is organizing an English Land o. 

The Sultan has requested a contingent of the 
Army in the event of war occurring with Greece. 

The Earl of Beaconsfield is very ill. 








JAPANESE ITEMS. 
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ly omented from 
y collated and 





[The following Notes on various Ja 
derived from the native papers, occasionally su 
original sources of information, and are caref 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. } 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Hochi Shinbun states that the newly established Agrical- 
tural and Commercial Bureau has been opened in the 
Home Department. His Excellency Kono, Minister, and Mr. 
Shimagaws, Vice-Minister, attended on the morning of the 
Sth inst., and conferred together on business connected with the 
department. His Excellency Fukuoka, newly appointed 
Minister of Education, went also to the Educational Depart- 
meut, the same day and made a systematic inspection. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes :—On the morning of the 8th 
instant His Imperial Highness Kita Shirakawa-no-Miya went 
to Yokohama, and visited the German corvette Vinela. At 
about half-past nine o'clock the same morning the Véneta, with 
His Imperial Highness ou board, went for a short trip. 

The same paper states that His Excellency Admiral Eno- 
moto, Minister of the Navy, was made a member of the Senate, 
and appoiuted Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary for France on the 7th inst.; it is also stated that he is 
likely to decline the appointment. The same paper says His 
Excellency Admiral Kawamura, Privy Councillor, has been ap- 
pointed Naval Minister in addition to his present functions. 

We learn from the same source that in the Foreign Depart- 
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ment, owing to the reduction of its appropriation, only one 
secretary will be kept in each of the Japanese Legations abroad, 
and the rest will be distnissed. 

It is stated in another paper that the Russian Minister at 
Tokio, was received in undience by His Majesty the Emperor, 
at 11 a.m. on the 7th instant. 

The Akebono Shinbun says that Uheir Imperial Highnesses 
the Empress and Empress Dowager intend to visit the National 
Exhibition shortly, and that two officials were sent from the 
Imperial Household Department to the Exhibition to make 
the necessary preparations. 

The Hochi Shinbun siates:—The grant for the newly 
established Agricultural aud Commercial Department has not 
yet been fixed, so that the sum of 50,000 yen has been borrowed 
from the Home Department and appropriated for the 
payment of necessary expenses. The affairs of the two 
rice exchanges at the capital, which were heretofore under 
the control of tle Finance Department, have been 
handed over to the new Department, and the brokers 
engaged seem to be more active in consequence, expect- 
ing some regulative reforms for the transaction of their 
business. The paper quoted adds :—‘“ Even though a radical 
change may not be made, we believe some schemes bet- 
ter adapted to both agricultural and commercial interests than 
those which exist at present, will be effected by the establish- 
ment of the new Department. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun writes :—It is stated that His 
Majesty the Emperor will visit the National Exhibition on the 
14th inst., and that the visit of Their Majesties the Empress 
and Empress Dowager, which wis aunounced for the 12th 
inst., has been postponed. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that His Excellency Okuma, 
Privy Councillor, in accordance with a previous invitation, 
visited the Italian Legation on the afternoon of the 9th inst. 

The same paper writes —Wo have stated before that the new 
commercial laws would be issued shortly ; we further learn that 
they are being compiled with all poasible despatch, and that five 
officials, from the Legislative Section of the Council of State, 
attend daily at the Tokio Saibansho in order to perfect the 
documents necessary to its completion. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that regulations fur the patenting of 
new inventions were issued some years ago, but from some 
cause or other were soon abolished. However, it is now reported 
that owing to the estublishment of the Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Department, regulations will again be issued and the 
necessary steps are now being taken by the authorities. 

Another paper states that His Majesty the Emperor will 
go to Atsuki, in the province of Sagami, in the early part 
of next month, to be present at a sham buttle iu which the Im- 
perial guard will take part. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


We learn from a native paper that the plans for Coast 
defence, which are being drawn up by the authorities, are 
almost completed, and that the Minister of War has informed 
the Sappers’ Section, that plans and details will be issued 
immediately. 

A telegram has been received to the effect that the Riujo- 
Kwan, which was, some time siuce, despatched for Australia, 
arrived safely at Melbourne on the 8th inst. 


The same paper extracts the following from the Heiji 
Shinbun :—There will be no further enrollment of cadets in the 
Naval College this year, as the present number is fac in @Xcess 
of the number of vacancies which may be expected to occur. 
However, twelve more cadets, between the ages of 14 and 16 
years, are to be entered in the Engineering School at Yokosuka. 

This paper further states that all thecrews of the Ja 
men-of-war at present undergoing 
shortly be drilled in shore practice. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun gives tho following :—The Scttsu- 
Kwan, after being repaired, will be mounted with guns in the Naval 
College, and then used ns a training ship for exercising the 
naval cadets in gun practice. The hulk of the Kankv-k:can is 80 
greatly damaged that repairs are considered useless, and she 
Will be kept iu use as long as possible and then broken up. In the 
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ammunition factory at Itabashi, 2,000 boxes of best gunpowder 
(each containing 30 kumme) are being manufactured ; they are 
for use in coast defence service. 

From the same source we learn that His Excellency Admiral 
Kawamura, newly appointed Minister of the Navy, visited his 
Department on the morning of the 11th instant, and on the 
afternoon of that day went to Yokosuka to inspect the men- 
of-war in dock. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 


It is stated in a native paper that the silver mine at Handa- 
mura, Dade-gori, Fukushima prefecture, the property of Mr. 
Godai, a gentleman at Osaka, has been latterly worked with 
great success, and quantities of pure silver are obtained. 
Two more pits, and an engineering office have been constructed 
there recently. The new office was opened on the 2nd inst. 

The same paper writes:—In the Yokohama Bourse paper 
seems to be improving alittle. The market opened on the 
morning of the 8th instant at 179°5 and improved to 178 8, 
Quotations against other specie have also gone up. 

This paper also says:—We stated in a former issue that 
Messrs Okura & Co. had parchased the Senju Woollen Cloth 
Factory, but this must have been incorrect, as we hear now 
that someone has applied to purchase it, but the Government 
has refused to sell. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that the sittings of the Cabinet 
have been altogether taken up by discussions on the finance 
question. . The sessions have been unusually long aud Minis- 
ters are very busy. 

The same paper says that in the branch engineering office 
at Fukagawa, Tokio, a cement manufactory is beiug rapidly 
constructed in order to provide the cement to be used in the 
construction of the Imperial Palace 


We learn from the same source that all the buildings of the 
New Imperial Palace will be constructed of wood, covering about 
3,500 teubo of ground, at a probable cost of over 5,600,000 yen ; 
the reception room alone which is to be situated just inside of 
the front gate, will be built of brick stone, at a cost of 
175,000 yen. 

The Hochi Shinbun writes :—It is said that an office called 
Koshoyakuba, (Public Bond office) will shortly be established 
in the capital, This institation has already a parallel in France, 
the object being to secure to bond-holders the umount of their 
mortgage notes. Officials in it will be paid no fixed salary, but 
will receive a percentage on the returns. 

Another paper says that an order for the manufacture of a 
spinning machine has been sent by the Home Department to 
the branch engineering office at Akabane. Its coat is ex- 
pected to be 60,000 yen. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says :—Heretofore all the cable used 
for telegraphic purposes has been imported from England, but 
from this time forward quantities will be manufactured in the 
Telegraph-wire factory, which has lately beon estublished. 
This will greatly facilitate the laying uf any cable which 
may be required. 

Owing to the establishment of the Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Department, the branch offices of the former Commer- 
cial Bureau, at Shanghai, New York &c., are, (according to the 
Choya Shinbun), to be transferred to the control of that 
Department, nnd some reforms will be introduced iu the rules 
of trade. 

Another vernacular journal informs us that the trade in Fusan, 
Korea, is improving, and it is rumoured that the Jupanese 
settlement will be enlarged by reclaiming forest land to the 
extent of about oue ri. Negotiations as to this enlargement 
have been pending since last year. 

The Bukka Shimpo states:—In Yokohama there is little 
doing in silk and it is supposed that buyers are waiting for the 
new season's crop; however, about ten or twenty bales change 
hands daily. At present stucks amount to 2,320 bales altoge- 
ther. Waste silk is scarce, but its price remains about the 
same. During last month arrivals umounted to 1,730 bales 
exports and to 2,626; deliveries taken to foreign firms 3,875, 
of which 1,272 were refused. Tena is somewhat scarce, and 
therefore the market is comparatively active, prices having 


April 16, 1881.] 





improved from $2 to $2.50 on those quoted in our issue of the Gth 
inst. Foreign yarn is very dull. No change worth mentioning 
has occurred in imported iron, but as the stock is comparative- 
ly small in Tokio, it seems likely to go up. On the 7th inst. 
20,000 bags of sugar arrived unexpectedly. There isno demand 
for it, so holders are not offering it for sale at present. 

According to the Mainichi Shinbun, a few merchants at the 
port of Ebisu, Sado island, and at {Niigata, intend constructing 
a small steamer of 30 tons burden, in order to facilitate trade 
between these ports. The necessary funds are now being raised. 
This paper also states that the steamer Tuiriu Muru, which 
was being constructed in the branch engineering office at Kobe, 
by order of Mr. Imai, a gentleman in the Fukuoka pre- 
fecture, has been completed, and made her trial trip on the 
Ast inst. Her speed is over 12 English miles an hour; length 
135 feet; breadth 25 feet; draught 8 feet; and she is over 
170 tons burden. 

This vernacular journal also informs us that up to the pre- 
sent only one third of the waste lands throughout the empire 
have been reclaimed. This is in part owing to the poverty of the 
agricultural population and also to the great difficulty of ob- 
taining fertilizing materials and water in many rural districts. 
Great things are hoped for in this regard from the new Agri- 
cultural and Commercial Department, and the day is looked 
forward to when all the soil will be duly fertilized and cultivat- 
ed. With this intent a company is shortly to be established 
under Government auspices at the capital, under the name of 
Chiuo Kwaisha (Central Company), in which some private 
speculators will join, which will undertake to lend, for purposes 
of cultivation, implements &c., and whatever is requisite for 
the reclamation of waste lands, to the various establishments 
in different parts of the country, and to any responsible parties 
who apply for them. Rules for this company are now being 
drawn up by the authorities. 

From the same source we learn that it is ramoured that the 
Chamber of Commerce at Osaka will, by mutual consent of its 
members, be abolished shortly. It is given as a reason that 
the institution had been supported by subsidiary funds out of 
the local taxes, but asthe taxes have much increased the allott- 
ment of this amount is expected to be cancelled in the next 
ordinary session of the Local Assembly in that city, and the 
institution will cease to be maintained in consequence. 

Another paper publishes the commercial report of the Boyeki 
Shokwai, at Yokohama, under date of 11th instant :—Silk is 
dull and transactions few. It was thought that as the French 
and American mail steamers are to leave here on the 16th and 
20th instant respectively, sales would have looked up, but there 
has been little improvement. The sales on the 9th inst. 
were :— 


Shinshia Hanks ............... 13 bales @ 550 
higo — —E—— .. 10 5 540 
Mayebashi,, (imperior)... 4 _ ,, 450 
Okusen __s,, Sevaesenescoese 0). ~<a 480 
Kakeda =, scsvecssecsees . 6, 600 
Total.....-.. ecseee seeseoee 70 bales. 


The Choya Shinbun states that Messrs. Soné, Fukai, and two 
other gentlemen in the capital, have established a Dendrological 
Society under the name of Ringaku Kiokuoai, for the preserva- 
tion and extension of forests. 

This vernacular journal also announces that the Toyo Nokiai 
and the Tokio Nodankicai, agricultural societies, will be united 
under the name of Dai Nippon Nokwai, under the new Agricul- 
tural and Commercial Department, for the further development 
of industry. 

A company in Yatsuto, in the prefecture of Awomori, are 
(according to the same authority) endeavouring to raise some 
capital for the purpose of purchasing small steamers. 

The Mainichi Shinbun notices the scarcity of foreign shipping 
at this port and points out the comparative desertion anl 
‘silence’ of the hatoba. The dearth of imports is commented 
upon. 

A native paper states that Mr. Shimadsu 'adayoshi, ex- 
Daimio of Satsuma, has intimated his intention to subscribe the 
sum Of 53,000 yen to the proposed construction of railways. 

Another paper says that amongst the projectors of the 
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proposed railway, the highest subscribers are Messrs. Iwasaki- 
Yataro, who subscribed 150,000 ven; Iwasaki-Yanosuke, a 
like amount; Mi:sui-Hachiroyemon, 50,000 yen, and Sane- 
Rihachi also 50,000. 

The Hochi Shinbun coutains rather an interesting item about 
the line of the Nakasendo bving selected as thé general direc- 
tion of the proposed railway between Tokio and Kioto. It 
says that when a high official was lately asked why it had been 
decided to construct the new line along the Nakasendo, which 
is a precipitious highway stretching far into the interior, cross- 
ing mountain ranges and ravines, and seemingly totally unfit 
to be selected as a railway rout, instead of along the Tokaido, 
a comparatively level road leading along the sea coast, which 
would afford far fewer and less considerable obstacles to such 
an undertaking, and would certainly effect a wonderful saving 
in the cost of construction, he replicd that several lengthy con- 
ferences had been held as to the advantages and disadvantages 
of each route, that Mr. Enouye Privy Councillor preferred the 
Nakasendo, while Matsukata, Home Minister, strongly urged 
the Tokaido as the guiding road, and both gentlemen urged 
their opinions with considerable show of reason. The matter, 
on this account, had lain in abeyauce for a considerrble time. 

When General Grant, during his stay here, was asked his 
opinion on the matter, he said that, besides the ordinary 
purposes of steam traffic, railways were laid down in Europe 
and America always with a view to their farther utilization as 
a means of transport in the event of war. For this reason, no 
matter how much more expense the construction entails, they 
are directed as little along the coast as possible, and are made 
to traverse even mountainous regions in preference, though of 
course an infinitely greater amount of labour is necessary. If 
the proposed railway were to be constructed along the Tokaido, 
which nearly in all its length adjoins the coast,a decided saving 
would be effected, but in the event of a foreign war the whole 
line of route would have to be guarded, which would bea 
matter of the greatest difficulty. On this account, having 
regard to the geographical position of the Nakasendo, he advised 
it to be used to point out the general direction, of the proposed 
line. In accordance with this vicw, the Nakasendo wag 
decided upon. 

The Choya Shinbun says that Mr. Senke, a nobleman who 
lately went to Kioto, called a meeting of his class in the branch 
office of the Kwazoku Bucho-Kioku, on behalf of His 
Excellency Iwakura, Third Minister of State, and persuaded 
them to give some active assistance to the proposed construc- 
tion of railways throughout the Empire. Almost all of them 
are said to have agreed to subscribe to the project. 

According to the same paper, the money already subscribed for 
the proposed construction of railways has amounted to 13,000,000 
yen, of which 3,000,000 are the subscriptions of projectors, 
and 8,000,000 belong to other business men. The paper does 
not state from what source the remaining 2,000,000 yen are to 
be supplied. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Hochit Shinbun contains the following :—That statistics 
are necessary both in political and private affairs is beyond 
question. Nevertheless in our country those who knew the 
benefit of that branch of science, have been very few though 
there were always some to recognize it. Lately, many have 
begun to pay attention to this subject. A statistical 
periodical wus published by the Statistical Union Society, 
last year. This was not issued with a view to make any 
profit out of the transaction, and was therefore only dis- 
tributed amongst members, and was given gratis to others who 
desired it. With the increased experience of the utility of statis- 
tics, those asking for the paper have greatly increased, and there- 
fore the sccond number of that periodical, published recently, 
is to be sent to anyone who is willing to pay the expense of 
posting.  Iucreased demand will of course improve the 
publication, und not ouly the society, but the country at large, 
is to be congratulated upon this spread of useful knowledge. 

The same paper states :—According to an official retarn we 
learn that during a period of ten years ending with the 10th 
year of Meiji (1877) the number of persons who went abroad 
on official business was 1,063 males, and 32 females; 4,726 
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males and 1064 females left the country on private business ; 
and the number of persons who went abroad to study 487 
males and 7 females ; total 7,380. 


| 
This paper also gives the following :—We have stated before 


that a party of Korean gentlemen are about to pay a visit to Ja- 
pan and we have further learned that they made an agreement 
to embark in the Annei Maru, the property of Mr. Sumitomo, a 
rich merchant at Osaka, but as one of them was suddenly taken 
ill, their departure has been postposed, and they have paid 
the sum of 1,000 yen to the owner as compensation for breach 
of contract. It ix not known when they will actually set out 
for this country, but it is thought they will not now arrive 
before October next. 

During the week ending 9th inst., the total number of 
visitors to the National Exlubition were ; On the 3rd (Sunday) 
5,270; 4th, 7,044; Sth, 15,029; uh 2,121; 7th, 6,500; 8th, 
7,059 ; 9th, (Saturday) 15,376. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that over two hundred relatives 
and immediate retainers of Mr. Sho ‘ai, ex-King of Loochoo, 
are expected to leave Okinawa prefecture for Tokio by the 
steamer Taiyu-Maru, on or about the 20th instant. 

The Nichi Nichi Shiubun says that the glass to be used for 
the new Imperial Palace will be manufactured at the glass 
factry at Shinagawa. Imports ure to be used as little xs 
possible in its construction. 

We learn from the same source that in the Council of State, 
the Foraign Department, und the Tokie Fucho, a good surplus 
of their appropriations remains, and that a new club will be 
ataried with the amount, to be used by members of those de- 
partments. 

The same contemporary states that a telegram was received by 
the authorities on the 12th instant to the effect that Cholera 
had made its appearance at Kawakitu Mara, Usumi province ; 
and that in the prefectures of Wakayama and Ehime, where 
the same pest broke out lust mouth, there were sume 
symptoms of recurrence of the danger. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 


Tok10 AND YokoHaMa SECTION. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 





10th April, 1881. 
Passengers, parcels, &o...................... Yen 12,584.44 
Merchandise, &C.........s.sccsesersereseeeees » 1,087.50 
Total............ Yen 13,671.94 
Miles open 18. 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcels, &C...........1seeeeeees Yen 10,430.54 
Merchandise, &c.............++++ — — 933.65 
Total v.csiscccces . Yen 11,364.19 


Miles open 18. 








CHESS PROBLEM, 
By 8S. Loyrp. 
(From “ Design d. Work.” ) 
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WHITE. 
White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION oF CHESS PROBLEM OF APRIL 9TH, BY 


D'OKVILLE. 
White. Black. 
1.—P. takes P. ch. 1.—K., takes B. 
9.—Kt. K. Kt. 6. ch. 2.—K. takes Kt. 


3.—P. to R. 8.=Kt. checkmates. 
Correct solutions received from Omega and 


Q. 
The White Rook in last week's problem shoul! have been a White | 4 


' Bishop, 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING FRIDAY, APRIL 8TH, 1881, 





Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongo, Tokio, Japan, 
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REMARKS. 


Heavy line represents barometer. 

Light continuous line—max. & min, thermometers. 

— seseccceseeceeeesFepresents velocity of wind. 

—E ...peroentage of humidity. 

Max. velocity of wind 29.0 miles per hour on Thursday at 4 p.m. 

Pe barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 
e sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer forthe week was 30 195 

inches on Monday at 10 a.m. and the lowest was 29°721 on Thurs 

day at Gam. The highest temperature for the week was 63°.8 

on Friday and the lowest was 36°.90n Wednesday. ‘The maximum 


and minimum for the corresponding week of last year were 6°. 
and 43°.4 respectively. 


The total amount of rain for the week was ‘412 inches agaiurt 








in WA R.D Ss. 


April 10, British steamer Belgic, Davison, 2,627, from San Francisco, 
Mails and General. to 0. & 0. Co. | 

April 10, German barque Anna Doruthea, T. Jansen, 343, from 
Takao, Sugar, to Chinese. 

April 11, Japanese steamer Niiyata Mara, Wynn, 1,603, from 
—— vid Kobe, Mails and General. to M. B. Co. 

April 1], Japanese steamer J’amaura Maru, Carrew, 877, from 
Yokaichi, Mails aud General, to M. B. Co. 

April 11, British barque Lady Bowen, Pain, $92, from Newcastle, 
Coals, to Mollison, Fraser & Co. 

April 11, Japanese steamer Yolai Maru. Hogg, 
Mails and General, to M. B. Co. — 
April 12, Japanese steamer Akitsushima Maru, Frahm, 1,146. from 

Nagasaki, Mails and (General, to M. B. Co. 
April 12, British sloop A lLatross, Comb. Errington, $4, tons, 4-guns: 
” —— oe 

pril 13, Japanese stea.er Shing Maru, Walker, 908, from 

Kobe, Malls aud General, to ‘MOB. Co. - — 4 
pril 13, British steamer Sunda, Reeves, 1,704, frum tlongkong via 
Nagasaki, Mails and General, to P. & O. Co. 


1,042, from Kobe, 
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— — Japanese steamer Iiogo Maru, Thomas, 896, from Hako- CARGOES. 

ies Mails aud General, to M. B. Co. — — Pe ee ee 
April 14, Japanese steamer Takasago Maru, Young, 1,230, from Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru for goal and ports -— 

—** and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. Treasure... ie sate hele .-- $ 52,500.00 
April — sloop Palus, Comd. Green, 306 tons, 6-guns, Per British steamer Sunda from Hongkong via Nagasaki :— 
A — British steamer Orestes, Webster, 1,323, from London vid Transhipment :— 

Prongkong, General, to Butterfield & Swire. Merchandise... F 240 bales. 
April 16, American steamer City of Tokio, Cobb, 5,050, from Sundries... woe coe «= 224 pegs. 

Hongkong, Mails and general, to P. M. Co. ae * 

Local: ; 
PASSENGERS. hoe — JI — 

Per British steamer Belgic from San Francisco :—For Yokohama: Sundries 77 
Messrs. E. N. Whitehouse, U.S:N., David Mowat, U. S. N, J. Sam- 
son, Paul Heinemaun, G. Boomer, W. C. Gaspar, R. Austin Ro- Total «-. 1,676 
bertson, ap epant pape —— and family, R. N. ge aud} Per French steamer Menzalch for Hongkong :— 

. Fashiro in cabin ; and one Euro in steerage. or Hong- , 
ele Messrs. Frank Seyburn and A.C. Bryer in cabin ; and lid Silk, —— * oo a bales. 
Chinese in steerage. i — — we » oo” A le a 

Per Japanese steamer Niigata Maru from Hongkong via Kobe :— 
— Heughoos : Captain Napier Ree, and Mr. W. H. Percival in Total so see eee 405 bales. 
cabin ; and 6 Chinese in steerage. From Kobe: Miss Nakamura, 
Messrs. F. S. Goodison, Angus and Conder in cabin ; and 106 Ja- REPORTS 


ese in steerage. 
Per Japanese steamer Tamaura Maru from Yokaichi :—140 Ja- 


nese. 
* Japanose steamer Shinagawa Maru from Kobe :—Mr. Ben- 
jamin and 50 Japanese. 

Per British steamer Sunda from Hongkong vid Nagasaki :—Mrs. 
Haslewood, Mr. and Mrs. G. Dare, Mrs. Muir, haron de Zeitung 
and servant, Messrs. Palgrave, Cottell, and Prince Wong Kong. 

Per Japanese steamer 7'akasago Alaru from Shanghai and ports: — 
Mr. and Mrs. D’Iffanger, D. A. Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Lovett and 2 
children, J. Ashlon, H. W. Led, Mr. Barchard, Mr. and Mrs. 


Arnaux, Dr. Geerts, Mr. Prichard, J. A. Koosen, A. Milsom, | ©4 


Beattie, A. Pelikan, G. R. Leavitt, Posch, Mrs. Wright and child. 
and 26 Japanese in cabin ; 4 European, 4 Chinese and 429 Japanese 
in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Jiiogo Maru from Hakodate .—200 Ja- 


ese. 
oo British steamer Orestes from London vid Hongkong :—Messrs. 
Lamley, Berill and Brull. 

Per American steamer City of Tokio from Hongkong :—For Yo- 
kohama: Mr. and Mrs. Caxon, and Mr. Camelly. For Fran- 
cisco: Captain B. W. Tucker, Mrs. J. Bush and 5 children; and 
1,050 Chinese in steerage. 





OT TF Wah Dp Ss. 


April 11, German barque Anna Sieben, Paulsen, 604, for Kobe, Ge- 
neral, despatched by H. Grauert. 

April 12, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Maru, Davison, 690, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
* 12, German barque Black Diamond, Baade, 

last, despatched * P. Bohm. 

April 12, British sloop Albatross, Captain Errington, 940 tons, 4- 
guns, for cruise. 

April 12, Japanese barque Taihei Maru, Wm. Black, 700, for 

‘ Tie despatched by M. B. Co. g 

apanese barque Sumanoura Alaru, Speigethal, 924, for 

—— Ballast, ———— by M. B. Co. 

April 12, Dutch schooner Otsego, Pierce, 40, for Hunting Cruise, 
despatched by H. Cook. 

April 12. German schooner Adelé, Golder, 50, for Hunting Cruise, 
despatched by F. Retz. 

April 12, Japanese steamer Suminoye Afaru, Frahm, 852, for Hako- 
date, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

April 12, British steamer Belgic, Davison, 2,627, for Hongkong, 
despatched by O. & O. Co. 

April 12, Japanese barque Kanagarca Maru, Eckstrand, 1,184, for 
Nagasaki, Ballast, to M. B. Co. 

April 13, Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, Swain, 2,119, for Shanghai 
aud ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

April 13, British steamer Cleveland, Harvey, 792, for Nagasaki, 
despatched by Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

April 13, Japanese steamer, Afateumai Maru, Sakai, for Hakodate, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 

April 16, French steamer .enzaleh, Homery, 1,273, for Hongkong, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. 

April 16, Japanese steamer Niigata Maru, Walker, 1,603, for Hong- 
kong vid Kobe, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 


601, for Nagasaki, 


PASSENGERS. 


Per British steamer Belyic for Hongkong :—Messrs. Frank Ley- 
barn, and A. E. Bryer, in cabin ; and 114 Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japancse steanier Tokio Maru, for Shanghai and ports :—Mr. 
and Mre, Miller, Mrs. W.S. Smith, Revd. Mark Williams and fa- 
mily, Captain franck, Captain Hubbard. Revd. Stoat, Messrs. J. R. 
Reddie, Pliu, Sampson, Holtbam, G. Booner, E. N. Whitehouse. 
USN, J. Reid. Mouet, U.S.N., H. Kuiffler, Macmillan, Craven, 
in oy hesers Lieut. Andrejevosky, Lieut. Euguist, and 17 Japanese 

abin. 
Ver French steamer MJrnzaleh for Hongkong :~-Mra. T. D. Walker, 
aul 3 children, Messrs. Romangaile, John Pitman, and Desantis. 
c Per Japanese steamer Niigata Maru for Hongkong via Kobe :— 
‘Aptain Ryne and 6 Japanese in cabin. 
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The German barque Anna Dorathea reports :—Very unsettled 
weather throughout the passage. 

The British steamer Belgic reports :—Left San Francisco on the 
15th March, at 2.52 p.m., experienced moderate to strong gales and 
westerly winds throughout the voyage. Arrived at Yokohama 
April 10th, at 1.46 p.m. f 

The British barque Lady Bowen reports :—Left Newcastle on the 
4th February, at midday with continuation of E.S. winds with 
heavy rain until passing Calsdonia thence light variable in to the 
uator crossing in long. 163 E. Then squally unsettled weather 
tol0N. Thence slight gales from E. with furiovs squall and 
heavy rains to 20 N. thence variable winds and calms to port. In 
the North Pacific the winds has not been steady for 12 consecutive 
hours. 


The British steamer Orestcs 


S.E., E., and N.E. 
winds, with thick rainy weather 


—S 
m North end of Formosa. 
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NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS, 
(For Week Ending 16th April, 1881.) 
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___NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 


— —— — 
— — — 
——e«____ 
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GOIN ala tie cect bck oaveunnes P. M. Co April 23rd2 
0.&0.Co. ' May 8th 
Eonork, via ILONGKONG ......... M. M. Co. April 2ist1 
— dca dnscnscocientencecosvces P.&0.Co. ; 
HONGKONG, via KOBE,.............. M. B. Co. April 25th 
OR EINES P. M. Co. 
— GRIM OWG: sessisac cons sedessxsccssqiee 0.&0.Co. | May 5th 
Suanauat, lowe & Nagasakt...' M. B. Co. | 

2.—Left San Francisco, April 2nd, City o Peking. 

1.—Left Hongkong, April 12th, — J 

NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 

decays P. M. Cu. April 20th - 
WP MIGR: 5.0: secs casoresbectaveebacas | O. & O. Co. May 7th 
Eunore, via LIONGKONG ......... P. & O. Co. April 16th 
Eunore, via HongKona .........) M. M. Co. 
J JJJJ roe ack: M. B. Co. 
HONGKONG, vin Koss .............. M. B. Co. April 30th 
Et een ee a ee ee 0. & O. Co. y 10th 
BU eM RU avis sek cceatccsdicaceciedess P. M. Co, April 25th 
Suanaital, Hioao, & Nagasaki...) M. B. Co. April 20th 


The arrival aud departure of mails by the ‘ Occidental and 
Oriental,” the ‘* Pacitic Mail,” and the ‘‘ Peuingular and Oriental" 
companies, are approximate only, 

Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 






























































NAMK. CAUTAIN, Frac ann Ria. Toxx. Frost. Atulven, CONSIGNEES. 
STEAMERS. 
City of Tokio Cole American steamer] 5,050 | Hongkong April 16 | P. M. Co. 
Gleneagles Bamford © British steamer 1,836 | N i April 8 | Jardine, Matheson & Co 
Orestes Webster British steamer 1,323 | London via Hongkong | April 14 Butterfield & Swire 
Takasago Maru Young Japanese steamer | 1,230 | Shanghai & ports April 14 | M. B. Co. 
Tanais | Reynier French steamer | 1,735 | Hongkong April 4] M.M. Co. 
Sunda _ Reeves British steamer 1,704 | Hongkong vid Nagasaki} April 13 | P. & O. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Anna Dorathea T. Jansen German barque 343 | Takao Apr. 11 | Chinese 
Cilarnum Beadle British ship 1,850 | Hongkong Nov. 8 | Edward Fischer & Co. 
Joachim Christian Rickslefs German barque 457 | Takao April 4 | Yuk Chee 
Koipenhaven N. Meghieby Danish barque 352 | Takao April 8 | Chinese 
Lady Bowen Pain British barque 892 | Newcastle April 12 | Mollison, Fraser & Co. 
Mary C. Bohm Baade German schooner 55 | Kurile Islands Oct. 24] P. Bohm 
North Star Jansen Russian schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohuholz & Co. 
| 
t 
| 
| 
! | I 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 

Nan. Guns| Tons. H. P. Dancrirrion. Waenn rrom. ComMANDER. 
GERMAN—Vineta ... 0.0.0 20. 0 0. cee cool 19 | 2,000 — | Corvette irzow | 
AMERICAN—Alert ... ... 0. 0. wef 4 7 1,020 700 | Sloop * Huntington 

‘ Palos... 10. cee cee cee eel 4 940 840 Sloop Cruise idee 
ENGLISH—Albatross wo... 6 | 306 — | Sloop Kobe 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
Destination. | NAME, AGENTS, * ‘To ne Desratcuxn. 
San Francisco .. cilurnum Edward Fi a 
- San Francisco ... | City of Tokio P.M. Co. Sori — at daylight 
Hongkong ... ... . ee ve vee of Glamis Castle A J. Macpherson ut 25th A’ ri. 
New York.. ... wos see eee eee = Lord of the Isles Smith, Baker & Uo. r kd 
Hougken ond way ports. esse ae eee Takasago Maru M. B.'Uo. ie OOth at G P.M 
ong ay 1 ee year =. ee Ses aa 2 ° 
— — — Beceem | A 
on via Ko 8 & : Hkong... Orestes Butterfield &§ April 18th, at 3 Pp. 
Hongkong vit Kobe Kokonoye Baru MBC ‘Avail Both ab moon 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


IMPOR'T'S.—Business almost a ta standstill and all quotations are more or Jess nominal. Kinsatsu fluctuate 
daily, aud the Easter holidays interfere with transactions. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continued. 
Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium ..._ per picul $28.50 to 30.50 | Velvets:—Black ... ...85 yds. 22 in. per piece $6 to 
- 36 Good to Best... . ... * $31.00 to 32.25 | Victoria Lawns ... ...12 * 42/3 ,, fi bi — to oa 
Bombay, No. 20) do. xv sts $29.00 to 30.75 | Taffachelass:— ... ...12 4, 43 ,, 4 $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium ... ii $32.25 to 33.00 WOOLLENS : 
: » _ Good to Best... 0... » $33.25 to 33.75 ‘ — 
B38 to 42.. cea cae. aces ‘ees is $35.00 to 37.00 | Plain Orleans ... ... ... ... 40-42 yds. 32 in... 4.50 to 5.50 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— — Orleans... .. — are 3 320 to 4.25 
Grey Shirtings :—7 Ib. per piece 284 yds. 39in. $1.95 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth ... ... ... .- 30 ve 32 . .-- 0.18 to 0.30 
‘s * i. 3 = 4 in. ih to 2.15 | Camlet Cords ... ... ... ... 29-30 ,, 22 1 «-- 4.50 to 5.50 
’ 9 ° 7 3 ’ in. 05 to 2.40 $ 3 x ° 
T’ Cloths :—7 lb. ...  ...24 yds. 32 in. per piece $1.35 to 1.55 — Laines — — In.... 0.153 to 0.16} 
Drills, English:—14-151b.40 ,, 30in. ,, $2.30 to 2.50 do. Y Jue o ” an 0.23 to 0.29 
Indigo Shirtings:— ...12 ,, 44in. ,, $1.30 to 1.45 : ' uzen ” 2: «- 0.385 to 0.40 
Prints:—Assorted ... ...24 ,, 30 in. - $1.25 to 2.25 | Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.80 
Cotton Italians & Natcens Black 32in. ., $0.08} to 0.124 Pilots... ... ... ... .. 54», to56 ,,... 0.30 to 0.40 
Turkey Reds: 2 to2}lb.24yds.30in. _,, $1.40 to 1.60 Presidents... ... ... ... 54,4, t056,,... 0.40 to 0.50 
Do. 23 to2}lb.24 ,, 30in. __,, $1.55 to 1.70 Union... .. . 54, 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.50 
Do. Slb.... ...24 ,, 30in. $1.70 tol 


80 | Blankets, green, 5toGlbs. ... ... perlb. ... 0.35 to 0.37 
SAIGON RICE.—Stock, none. 

KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 356,000 cases. 

SUGAR.—Stock 107,500 bags. 


Sugar :--Takaoin bag New... .... perpicul $4.20 Japan Rice 2.0 . . eee icul 
ee —— — - ee — nee Seay alld: Sa’ Cade ies git ta —— 
aiwanfoo in Mae: 4608 “Ave ‘ : gon Rice [cargo] ... ...0 ...0 1. nom. $1. 
Ching-pak and Ke-pak . «= «$7.75 098.0 | KenemeOi ey : W 4138 tole 


China No. 4-5, Kongfan & Kook-fah ss $6.50 to $8.75 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—There is very little change to report. Silk generally has been neglected and the market has been 
very quiet indeed. Prices are unaltered for re-reels, but for other classes they are weak and the tendency is down- 
ward. Stocks are estimated at all 1,400 shipping hales and total shipments to date amount to 19,868 bales. Sales for 
the week about 140 shipping bales. 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 2... ...........ceees. $590 = 190 Nominal. 
: BON baie: $550 = 17/9 
99 ry) 3 & infrs. Ce vcccscccce $500 to $530 = 16/2 to 17/2 
Filatures.—No. = 1 .......0....00 $670 to $680 = 27 to 21/11 
. —— — — bao 
Kakedas—Best .................. $660 to $670 = 21/3 to 21/7 
a Medium & Good ...... $590 to $630 = 19/8 to 20'4 
Re-Reels Medium to Beat......... $615 to $635 = 19/10 to 20/6 


TEA.—We have nothing as yet to report about the new Senson. A few small musters have been received, 
not in safficient quantity to form auy opinion of the quality of the New Crop. 


— wie — sua Fine an eal eee * ous 
Good Common — * see soe Cor, | Finest * * * wei ose € ay 
Medium ... * * * * soe Nona | Choice * —* — ee * Nominal. 
Good Medium — Choicest eee eee eee eco 


Common 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION, 





STELLING —Bauk 4 mouths’ sight .............. . 3/93 On SnaxcHai—Bank sight.......... Svea dsadvedchasbaraves 73} 
3 Bank Bills on demand ................:seeeeee 3/8% ‘6 Private 10 days’ sight.................. 73% 
» Private 4 months’ sight .... ..............6. 3/94 Ox New York—Bank Bills on demand............... 
os a “s —— wat 3'9} * Private 30 days’ sight sapcatentnc st 913 
ON ParRts—Bauk sight 22... ... ........ ................ 492 Ox Sax Fraxcisco—Bank Bills on demand ......... 
: Private & months’ sight ..............0..00 4.86 - Private 30 days’ sight... 913 
Ox Hoxoxoxo —Bank sight ... ......................... + ,/° disct. PRUNGATE oo sn icdcsaasvectidusesuietepsctcanseces dapnvaiueeetuauces 80,°, dis. 
°9 Private 10 days’ sight ............... # 9/® disct. GODDAM iiss 380 nom, 


SHIPPING.—Fews vessels disengryed. Vessels on the berth — The Cilurnum, for San Francisco ; 8. 8. 
Lord of the Isles, for New York ; and S. S. Glamis Castle, for Hongkong. 
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~ MISCELLANEOUS. _ 


— — — 





NOTICE TO 


No. 1 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


KAGENO SIMA LIGHTHOUSE. 


NAGASAKI HARBOUR. 








ENTRANCE TO 


HE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives 


notice that, on, the night of the lst day of the 3rd 
Month of the 14th Year of Meiji (1st March, 1881), and 
every night thereafter, from Sunset to Saurise, n Fixed 
Red Light of the 6th Order will be exhibited from the 
tower built on the Northern point of Kageno Sima, at the 
Entrauce to the harbour of Nagasaki, in the proviuce of 
Hizen. 

According to the Japanese Admiralty Chart No, 108, and 
the British Admiralty Chart No. 2415, the Lighthouse is 
situated in latitude 32 degrees 42 minutes 42 seconds 
North, and in longitude 129 degrees 49 minutes 37 seconds 
East of Greenwich. 

The ‘Tower is built of stone, and is 15 feet 8 inches high 
from the base to the center of the lantern, 

The Light will have an are of visibility of 206 degrees, 
the cut off bearings being N. 81° 30’ W. and S. 55° 30’ E. 
Bearings truc. 

The total elevation of the Light above the sea will be 40 
feet, and its range of visibility, in clear weather, about 8 
Nautical miles. 





YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works 
Tokei, February 3rd, 13881. 














NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
HIKU FLAT BUOY. 


Westward entrance of Shimonoseki 
Straits. | 
Sa — IS HEREBY GIVEN that the BUOY 
advertised as having broken adrift from its moor- 
ings on the 25th Janunry, 1881, has been replaced. 
BY ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 


Beuten, Yokohama, 
8th April, 1881. 


TRE “HIOGO NEWS.” 
PUBLISHED AT HIOGO EVERY MORNING, 


(Sundays excepted), 
UBSCRIPTION 


$24 per A 
— ————— p noum, payable half-yearly 
Terms for Advertising oan be obtained at 


“JAPAN MAIL” OFFICE, 


Yok shama, Fobruary 12, 1874, tf. 


»» Google 


—ñ — 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





List. OF LIGHTHOUSES, BTC. OF J4pay, 


FOR 
iis sel. 





(™ be obtained (price 40 sen) at the following ;— 


LIGHTHOUSE ESTABLISHMENT, (Benten) 


Yokouama, 
LANE, CRAWFORD & Co., a 
” ” Honcxoxa. 
” ” SHANGHAI. 
E. C. KIRBY & Co., Kone. 


Yokohama, April 12th, 1881. 





NOTICE TO MARINERS. 


No. 2 of the 14th Year of Meiji, (1881.) 


BLACK BUOY OFF HANEDA LIGHTHOUS 
BAY OF YEDO. 


es GOVENMENT OF JAPAN hereby gives notice 

that the Black Buoy, which was moored off Haneda 
shoal, Bay of Yedo, before the erection of the Pile-Light- 
house in the 8th Year of Meiji (1875) on said shoal, and 
which has remained in same position ever since, will be 
removed on the First day of the Seveuth month of the 
Fourteenth year of Meiji (1st July 1881), experience 


having proved that navigation is now safe without the 
Buoy. 











YAMAO YOZO, 
Minister of Public Works. 
Tokei, February 22ad, 1881. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
SHIMONOSEKT STRAITS BUOYS. 


Noree IS HEREBY GIVEN, that KANABUSE 
BUOY and MIDDLE GROUND BLACK BUOY, 
which were advertized as having broken adrift from theit 
moorings, have been replaced. 








BY ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 


Benten, 
Yokohama, 17th J anuary, 1881. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
MRANSLATION |" NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co, bex to inform their 


numerous friends and customers that their 


BAKERY BUSINESS 


will, on and from the 11th instant, be carried on at 


No. 8%, 


(formerly Messrs. NowRoJEE & Co.’s bake y) 





NOTIFICATION 
No. 13 of Daijokwan. 


T IS HERFBY NOTIFIED that any Master, Mate or 
I Engineer, holding a Certificate of Competency from 
any. Foreign Government shall, provided the qualifications 
and requirements under which any such Certificate was 
issued are deemed to be in no ways inferior to the qualifi- 
cations and requirements for a Certificate of a corresponding 
grade under Notification No. 82 of the 9th Year of Meiji i, 
be entitled. to a Certificate of Competency , of a similar grade 
without undergoing any examination. 

It is also farther N otified that the regular examination 
of applicants . for Masters, Mates or Engineers Certificates 
shall here-after only be held during the 8rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th Months of each Year, on such day and hour as shall 
hereafter be Notified by Yekitei Kioku. 

(Signed) BANJ O SANEYOSGHI, 














Where all orders for 


BREAD, BISCUITS, CAKES, &c,, 


will be promptly attended to. 
Yokohama, April 8th, 1881. 


SARGENT, FARSARI & 0, 


No. 80, Main Street. 


AVE JUST RECEIVED another Invoice of the 
following well-known brands of Havana Cigars. 


Daijo. Daijin. La Magda Chica «-. . ---100 in box. 
Lu Bella Diana... -- .- --100 ,, 
: La Opera «.. -- -- +. +100 ,, 
! No Me Olvides .. ..- ... -- 50 ,, 
Musas, Reinas Finas_ -:- ..- 50 


As these Cigars come packed in sealed tin cases of only 
200 Cigars each, they are uot affected by any climate and 
retain their original flavor. 


Yokohama, April 5th, 1881. 


KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 


KILLS BUCS, 





NOovcer IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance 

with Notification of Daijékwan No. 13, the regular 
examination of Applicants for Masters, Mates or Engineers 
Certificates will, till farther notice, be condacted at Tokio 
on the third Tuesday in every Srd, 6th, 9th and 12th Month 
of each year, commencing at 9.00 a.m. 

H. MAYESHIMA, 
Chief Superintendent. 


Yekitei Kioku, Feb. 24th, 1880. FLEAS, 
MOTHS, 
CHINESE BE E T 1 E Ss, 


THIS POWDER is quite HARMLESS 
to ANIMAL LIFE, but is unrivalled in destro one 
BUGS, COCKROACHES, BEETLES, MOTHS IW FC 
and every other species of insect. Sportsmen will —* thes 
invaluable for destroying fleas in their dogs, as also ladies for 
their pet dogs. 


IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT 
EIGHT PER CENT. LOAN OF 


is'78. THIS ARTICLE has found*'soiGREAT 
— a SALE that it has tempted others to vend a so-called 
FOURTH DRAWING. tue tink of tha: 98 — emer bent the autograph of 


THOMAS KEATI d in Bottles. 





KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINCG’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATING’S WORM TABLETS, 


Boxes Drawn in Hongkong in February last, and the 
Fourth Coupon for ‘Ts. 19.40 of ahove Loan, will be 
Payable on and after this date, at the Offices of the Hone- 
KONG AND SHANGHAI BANKING CorrorarIon, where List 
of Dr wn Bonds may be obtained. 
For the HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 


BankInG CORPORATION, A PURELY VEGETABLE SWEETMEAT, both in appearance 

F the Loau and taste, furnishing a most agreeable method — 
Agents issuing the Joon, | only certain remedy for INTESTINAL or THREAD WORMS ‘Te 
JOHN WALTER, |isa perfectly eafe and mild. preparation, and is especially adapted 


Manager. for Children. Sold in Bottles, by all Druggiste. 
Yokoluma, March 21st, 1881. Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING. London 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
eo a | ee ee 
CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S — — 
ee i. & E. ATKINSON’S WE 

tne Pri: arts, Vienna Y i a: > 
— — jjPERFUMERY, _ 
PICKLES AND SAUCES, Bf stctraed for nearly x enn, ast tof the rary bet ag 
JAMS AND JELLIES, . aviaised tes tepesing 
ORANGE MARMALADE, 4 EXHIBITION PRIZE ALS, 
TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, | LONDON, HENNA Pit EADELPHIAIC 
PURE SALAD OIL, fA GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. § 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, ' — — — 
POTTED MEATS AND FISH,  ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR @* 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, — THE HANDKERCHIEF. 


— 


HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 


I 

White Rose, Frangipanne, lang, Stephenctis, 15 
Foon taal, Kee bonne Trevol, : 
Jasmin, Wood Violet, Gold Medal Bouq 

and all other odours, of the finest quality only. a 


PC Co 


w) + 
——— GEOL Aaa | _ ATKINSON’S FLORIDA WATER, — 
HAMS. AND BACON, IN TINS, , @ most fragran’ Pertame distilled from the choicest Exotics } 
PRESERVED CHEESE, J ATKINSON’S QUININE HAIR LOTION 
OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 5 Oe — — 
; BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, : ATKINSON'S 


RESHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, , : 
* TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, : ETHEREAL ESSENCE OF LAVENDER, p 
PLUM PUDDINGS, : —— — 
LEA AND PERRINS' WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 





Fresh snpplics of the above, and numerous other table 
delicacies, may be had from mest StoreRcepers. 


CAUTION. 


To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should invariably be destroyed when empty. 
Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detcct any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 
brands, 

Ali genuine goods bear the names of Crosse 4 Blackwell 
ow the Lubels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 


Jars and Tine. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, ee aks wns ede ——— 








PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, — 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. N OTICE ° 
July, 1878. 





— No- 34} COMMERCIAL DINING ROOMS, {“° > 


J— GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Gold. N and after this date, the following prices will be 
charged :— 
eee GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Medal. 





BoarD ........ ——— ——— per month $25.00 
Josxrn GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. Paris. Very comfortable bed-rooms, 
Josxen GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 1878, With European fire-places, and every comſort guarantecd 
; War. CURTIS. 
April, 1880. Yokohama, November 9th, 1880. 
SL —— — — —— —— 
ö ——— —— — 


THE BEST 





CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy Sor indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and benchicial, that it is with justice called the *‘ Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach.” 
“Norton's Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
wader any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 45 years. 
Sold in Bottles at 18. 1}4., 28. 9d., and 11s. cack, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World, 





CAUTION. 3 
Be sure end ask for“ NORTON'S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. MISCELLANEOUS. 
a cae ee eens, [erates = —— 
THE GREATEST 
WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
TRADE MARE. HOLLQWAY’S PILLS. 


Prusons suffering from wesk or debilitated constituticne will dis- 
cover that by the use of this wonderful medicine there is ‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and ite purity can be 


W 9 maintained by the uee of these Pills. 
E is O O D S Srp SAMUEL BAKER, 


in his work entitled “ The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,” says, ‘I 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER “ordered the dragoman Mslomet to inform the Fakey thet I wae e 

H A 7 8 A N D H E L M E T S “Doctor, and that I had the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. 1J1 a short time I had many epplicants, 

THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION “to sheet served out a quantity of Holloway’s * —— 

“ most useful to an explorer, ns poesessing unmistakeble p ® 

AGAINST SUN STROKE. “ properties they — — — effect upon the patient, which 





“ satisfies him of their ralue.”’ 
To be obtained of all respectable Hatters and Outfitters g IM P L i) 


and Wholesale only of P SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
J, ELLWOOD & SONS, HOLLOWAY'S OLNTMENT. 


Is acertain remedy fur bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations of all 


ON kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing skip 
L D O IN > diseases, and in arresting aud subduing all inflammations. 

ee Mz. J.T. COOPER, ; 
Beware of Useless Imitations. in his account of his extraordinary travels in China, published iz 


1871, says—‘I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. I 

‘¢ Highest AWARD & Prizz MEDAL PHILADELPHIA «« gave some to the people, and nothing could exceed their gratitude; 

Eurriox,. 1876.” “and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured 

: : “in upon us, until at last a tea-epoonful of Ointment was worth a 

“fowl and any quantity of peas, and the demand became so great 

“ that I was obliged to lock up the small remaining stock” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 

May 17th, 1873. tf. 





PREPARED FXPRESSLY FOR THE Pateny Kuirs- 
CLEANING Macuines, Inpia Russgr axD Burr 
Leather Kwirs Boarps. KNIVES CONSTANTLY 


H 
” 


CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MEW CUTLERY. PACKETS 30. BACH; AMD TINS, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 


HMA, 





} 
] 


IFFICULT 


PrevENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND INJURY TO 
Tue knives. Oaxey's Wecirncton Kxire Potisn 
SHOULD BE USED with HIS Boarps. 


T 


XS 
9 





INON-MEKCUKIALI. 
For CLeawine and PottsHina Sitver, Ersctro 
rpcats, Prare Grass, &c. TABLETS 6D. Eacn. 
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SAVORYAMC 


And of all Chemists and Storekeepers throughout the world. 


Doember 1880. 


sf 4 


ATULA 


Cigars, Cigarettes or Tobacco, also Pastilles and Powder for Inhalation. 


GAVORY & MOORE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 
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‘ TON EMERY RIMACK LEAD MILLS. 
WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, ENCLAKD. 


July, 1879. 


* — 
Ap 


‘i 


- 


5 THE SAFEST MILD 
N — R APERIENT FORDELICATE 
CONSTITUTIONS, LADIES, 
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It bus been often said of Englishmen that their friend- 
ship is hard to win, buat that when once won it is 
inalienable. The same attribute might perhaps with even 
more truth be ascribed to their esteem. Eminently staid 
and methodical in every-day life, they are yet capable as a 
nation of being roused to almost romantic displays of 
passionate sentiment, under the influence of which they 
have perpetrated vagaries quite as worthy to be called 
giddy caprices as anything history records. From one 
error, howevor, they have always been free. The men 
they have chosen to be their loaders have never belied their 
judgment. The crisis of a party struggle, or some accident 
of a disjointed time, may now and then have thrust into 
momentary prominence men of moral stature more or less 
below the standard, but they have always disappeared 
from sight with the ocension that made them visible. Asa 
rule—so invariable indeed that the exception proves it,— 
the people of England have given their confideuco slowly, 
nud have never shown any permanent inclination nor found 
any jnst renson to recall it. 

Of this no more noteworthy example could he adduced 
than the late Lord Benconsfiell. Slowly and with infinite 
pains did he gain a place in the hearts of the English 
people; so much so indeed that even after he had long 
Lecome preeminently the first figure in the political world, 
aud after it las passed into a natioual babit of thought to 
ussociate his name with the maintenauce of British honour, 
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there were still times when the echoes of ancient satire 
made themselves heard not altogether indistinetly, and the 
story of the days before the celebrated “ philippie” found 
sneering reciters and ready listeners. Yet it may well be 
doubted whether the shock of sorrow that thrilled Great 
Britain from hamlet to palace at Lord Palmerston’s death, 
was sharper or more universal than its counterpart of last 
Wednesday. There is not an Englishmen in the whole 
world to-day, however feeble his patriotism, or however 
callous his philosophy, who does not feel that not his 
country alone, but he himself, individually, bas lost some- 
thing not easy to replace and never to be forg-rtten, 


After all it is natural that this should be, for if there be 
one thing an Englishman admires more than another, it is 
pluck ; and pluck, indomitable pluck, waz among the very 
first recognized attributes of Mr. Disraeli’s character. A 
man of Jess extraordinary cournge must inevitably have 
shrunk from the atmosphere of contemptuons ridicale that 
enveloped the bizarre politician of those first ten years, too 
justly described as “ an almost uuinterrupted series of follies 
and defeats.” But Mr. Disraeli had within him that without 
which Jenders of men are never born, an indelible concious- 
ness of power. It would scarcely be just to say that Le was 
misunderstood at the outset of his career, for the truth is, 
men never took the trouble to understand him at all. There 
was nothing about him that seemed te merit study. At 
one time romantic, at auother satirical, his language was 
remarkable alike for recklesaness, rodomontade and a wealth 
of vituperation that sounded excessive, even when coming 
from a “ free lance” iu those times of universal freedom. 
Great men are often odd by accident, but to be eccentric by 
design is generally a sign of utter mediocrity. Mr. Disraeli, 
however, made, or seemed to make, oddity an art, and it is 
not wonderful that the busy world of politics found uo 
leisure to consider him uuder any aspect save that he con- 
stantly presented. Perhaps when the science of nietaphy- 
sics shall have emerged from the region of impression 
and conjecture, some satisfactory explanation of such 
a phenomenon may be furnished, but for the present 
we must be content to record that the aathor of 
“Vivian Grey” was not as other men are, That which 
We can comprehend aud must appreciate in bis character, 
is the courage that made him refuse to accept the most 
palpable evidences of failure, and rise to utter his crushing 
philippic against the great champion of free trade with jast 
as much confidence, as when, amid the jibes and laughter 
his maiden speech elicited, he sat down declaring, that the 
timo would come when he should be heard. That spoech 
was indeed the turning point in his career. It raised him 
at once to the post of chief command in the Tory ranks, and 
death alone, after a lapse of thirty four years, has robbed 
him of his supreme authority. 

Many points there are no doubt in the deceased states- 
man’s story about which men will have much to say and 
little to applaud. That he deserted the party under whose 
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banner be fir 
as just n caust of reproach as it has always been a subject of 
recrimiuation to his opponents. But there can be nothing 
more unjust or illogical than the creed which requires a man 
to adopt a certain set of political tenets at the very out- 
ect of his career, and nevor aftorwards to devinie from 
them. Our convictions are not boru with us. They are 
the outcome of study and experience, and to demand that 
those shall precede these, were simply to substitute in- 
terested partisanship for honest faith, When Mr. Disraeli 
entered the house of Commons as Conservative member 
for Maidstone in 1837, he shewed himself an advanced 
liberal, ready to follow wherever Danicl O’Connell and 
Joseph Hume led. When he stood up to attack Sir R. 
Peel in 1846, ke placed himself in the very van of the 
Tory army. It is impossible to imagine a more thorough 
recantation of faith, and equally impossible to suppose that 
it was simply interested. Yet on any other supposition all 
just cause of reproach vanishes, Since then, at any rate, 
there bas been little wavering, for it will scarcely, we 
presume, be laid to Mr. Disraeli’s charge that he wns once 
a protectionist aud afterwards a free-trader. He embraced 
free-trade just as he had embraced conservatism, and his 
action in both cases was, no doubt, equally sincere. 
Occupying a position of prominence in the political world 
not second to Mr. Gladstone, and recognized as the leader of 
the conservative party after Lord Palmerston’s death, Mr. 
Disraeli can scarcely be said to havo sat in the seat of power 
before 1874. Office indeed he had often held, but alway 
under conditions of disadvantage and embarrassment. 
When, however, after the failure of the Irish University Bill, 
and the enforced resumption of Ministerial duties, Mr. Glnd- 
stone suddenly, and with a display of what was at the time 
regarded as petulant impatience, dissolved parliament, 
the conservative chief found himself at the head of 
a Government strong in execntive ability and strong 
also in the support of the nation. The history of 
what his ministry achieved, aud of the dangers they were 
called on to face, is too fresh to need any comment. Whatover 
may be said of Lord Beaconsfield’s “Imperial policy,” it will 
certaiuly not be denied that, under his guidance, England 
has found her way back to the place she formerly occupied 
among the great nations of the werld. Posterity will find 
warmer words of praise for the impassioned eloquence of 
Mr. Bright, and the polished gravity of Mr. Gladstone, 
than for the quick repartee and pungent epigram of Mr. 
Disraeli, but it will be long before Englishmen forget the 
name of the man who piloted their country through so many 
perils, and who remained to the Inst the same stout-hearted 
debonnair politician, that early injustice could not damp 
nor years of seemingly hopeless waiting discourage. Leve 
Jit quod bene fertur onus. 





With reference to au article which appeared in our issue of 
the 2nd instant, entitled “ Korea and the Dake of Genoa.” 
in which we attributed to the Prefect of Yang Hing a — 
of thought reflecting upon the motives of the Duko’s visit 
it seems not impossible that our words may have been — 
sidered oxceptiouable by His Royal Higliness' many friends 
aud countrymen in Japan, We therefore take the oppor- 
tunity of most emphatically disclaiming any intentional 
discourtesy towards a Prince so justly and Seuerally respect- 
ed. It would be a sonrce of sincere regret to us if by * 
chance suck a construction were placed upon our seein 
what we wrote was intended as a criticism not upon the 
real motives of the Vettor Pisini’s expedition, but Upon the 
somewhat grotesque report of that expedition published firat 
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listed, will perhaps seem to his biographers Jin an American, and afterwards in a Yokohama journal ; a 


report calculated to make the whole affair ridiculous, aud in 
some respects to mar the prospects of an enterprise whose 
progress we had nll watched with much interest aud hope. 





The Gazette has set up for itself a “dummy” and is busy 
belabouring it with words and arguments that present a 
tolerably solemn appearance en masse, but taken in detail are 
irresistably comical. Thus the people of Japan are warned 
to stick to their produce and on no account to exchange it 
for the paper money of the Direct Trading Companies. Our 
contemporary is carefal, however, to refrain from telling them 
how they are to dispose of that produce, and we can only 
conclude that they are to revert to the old system of commerce 
by barter of commodities, until the happy day arrives when 
specie payments are resumed; a day whose advent will be 
much hastened, no doubt, by the course the Gazette recom- 
mends. 

Then we are treated to the old weekly réchaugé, a defiui- 
tion of money. “Money,” says the Gazette, “is valueless 
per se, and will remain so until it is exchanged for the real 
wealth it represents.” Of this recondite doctrine we are pro- 
nounced ignorant, and are farther accused of the very un- 
grammatical assumption “ that kinsatsu is a thing of value.” 
This position our contemporary “rejects,” but adheres 
steadfastly to the principle that if 2 producer does not re- 
ceive one thing of valae for another thing of value he is the 
subject of wrong.” What then is the producer to receive? 
Not money, since that is valueless, nor kinsatsa, which are the 
oliject of the Gazette's crasade. Commodities we presume, 
and this would be in accordance with our contemporary's 
jrevions suggestion, though sach a reversion to the fashions 
of the paleozoic age is not very palatable. For our own part 
we have been taught to believe that money, whether specie or 
paper, is only a mediam of exchange, and we used (o fancy 
that so long as kiusatsu retained any purchasing power, we 
were at liberty to offer them in exchange for goods to anyone 
who in his turn was willing to employ them as a medium. It 
would seem, however, that all the tradesmen we have hitherto 
patronized may now accuse us of having wronged them, 
unless indeed, our contemporary is poking fan at the public. 
This would not be in accordance with his wonted gravity of 
demeanour, but then we remember that even Tom Pinch once 
cut jokes. That too was at a time when little Ruth was en- 
gaged in the manufacture of the beef-steak pudding which 
was to turn out nobody knew what, and in the present 
instance, certainly, there’s no foretelling what a hash our con- 
temporary proposes to make of the Direct Trading Compa- 
nies before he lets them out of his hands. 

The Gazette's next position is even quainter still. Pro- 
ducers, we are told, will have been fraudulently treated if 
they be induced to part with their produce for notes which 
may and probably witl, have a less purchasing power six months 
hence than at present. It makes no matter, of course, 
whether any other method of realizing is or is not open to 
the producer, or whether he be or be not capable of compre- 
hending the subtle difference discerned by the Gazette 
between the paper money of the Trading Companies and 
that of any other merchant. Neither does it occar to our 
contemporary, that if a purciaser be guilty of fraud when he 
employs a depreciating carrency, a scller will be liable to the 
same charge when he accepts an appreciating one. — It rill, 
however, occur to the Gazette's readers that the * Indepen- 
dent’ journal's" purpose can only be to dissuade the Ja- 
panese from all commerce except that with foreigners who 
pay specie—antil the currency is restored to par. ‘This is 
incredible, and yet the Gazette tells us that sach “ restora- 
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tion would cht the ground from under all its arguments :” 
an admission, we may observe, which need not have been put 
in the hypothetical mood since those arguments never had 
any ground to stand on, 

A question is also propounded to us. ‘The direct trader 
pays 18 paper yon for goods valued at 10 silver yen. He 
exports those goods and finds, on the completion of the 
transaction, that his ten silver yen are worth 20 paper yen. 
Will he offer to take back the 18 paper tokens and give in 
their place the ten silver ones? ‘Answer this plain ques- 
tion” says the Gazette. We reply, on the Hibernian prin- 
ciple, with another query. Has our contemporary offered to 
repurchase the kinsatsu he paid for his winter’s supply of 
coal, at the rates current when that supply was laid in? 

We can afford to be merry over such odiities of argument, 
but the case is different when we find ourselves confronted 
by a distinct and deliberate perversion of the truth. We are 
told that the Boyeki-Shokwai is an “institution which, 
though nominally a private undertaking, is traly the pro- 
perty of Government or of individual members thereof.” 
This is simply untrue. The Direct Trading Oompany 
(Boyeki-Shokwai) does not number among its members a 
single Government official, neither has it received one sen 
from the Treasury. It is wholly and unequivocally a private 
enterprise. 

Can it be possible that the Gazette deliberately ventures 
to make such statements on the authority of street rumours‘ 
or to publish assertions diametrically opposed to the fact 
when that fact is easily ascertainable? This outery about 
the Direct Trading Company is, plainly enough, dictated by a 
supposition that the project is under State patronage; that 
it is in short a frandalent device of the Government to con- 

_ Vert its paper into specie. But before announcing such a 
grave charge the Gazette was bound, not in justice to the 
accused alone, but also for the sake of its own reputation, to 
ascertain whether its information was correct. Had it done 
so, it wonld have found that the projectors of the Boyeki- 
Shokwai were one of thc partners in a steamship company 
and a well-known nobleman ; that the idea was suggested in 
great part by an exainination of the books of the Mitsui 
Bussan-gwaisha, and a consequent perception of that institu- 
tion’s success, and that the necessary fands have been mised 
by private subscription without any aid from the State what- 
soever. These are the plain facts, quite as accessible to our 
contemporary as to ourselves, and it is because their perver- 
sion forms the basis of his argament, that we have ventured 
to term that argument groundless. 

The Gazette, however, like Mr. Daniel Quilp, has an old 
‘* figure-head” which it batters and pounds week after weck, 
disfiguring the ‘“‘dummy’s” visage a good deal no doubt, 
but producing no impression on anything else. A definition of 
money, a denunciation of Government industries, an essay on 
finance : these are the aspeets which the figure-head assames 
according to the point of view from which it is regarded. 
We cannot bat think, however, that our contemporary would 
do better if he put his dummy in the corner and looked about 
him a little, for he would then see that the world is not 
moved by his invectives any more than the fortunes of 
Christopher Nubbles were perturbed by the blows Mr. Quilp 
inflicted on his wooden image in the solitade of the wharf 
counting-house. ; 





The media through which we look at things around us 
having in all cases different indices of refraction, it is not 
at all wonderful that the truth should be strangely distorted 
in the process of transmission. Probably this will be 


inevitable to the end of tho chapter, and we shall do better | 
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on the whole to regard it as a dispensation for turning the 
world from a too matter-of-fact groove, than as a text for 
homilies. ‘The public need not be at all exercised if it fails 
to find any foundation for airy tales set a-rolling by the 
North China Daily News, confirmed by the Ozaka Nippo, 
translated by the Hiogo News, and copied by the Japan 
Gazette. For there is a prefuce to these stories—the same 
preface for all—which says that the motto of certain 
journals in the East is, “raise a dust ; with an honest wind 
if you can, Lbut—raise a dust.” 

There was once a silversmith of repute in Hongkong 
who made it a habit to salute his customers with this greet- 
ing :—‘ Good morning, Sir. I know that my prices are 
exceedingly exorbitant.” So they were in truth, but bis 
honesty of speech palliated his avarice, and it fell out that 
the words taught him by a malicious wag, became in the 
end his best advertisement, Why should not sundry news- 
papers decorate their titles with some such announcement 
as; “ Here you are, Sir. We know that our contents are 
utterly unreliable :” or; “the reader will observe that our 
object is to startle, not to instruct.” ? 

Were this method pursued we should not be under the 
necessity of commenting on the marvellous tale reproduced 
some time ago by our “ independent ” contemporary : we 
should not be obliged to remind the public that they are 
expected to laugh not to look grave at the Japanese Go- 
veruments’ gigantic “ scheme for monopolizing all the for- 
eign trade of the Empim ;” at the “ bank with a capital of 
ten millions ;” the “ floating indebtedness of six millions 
to the Direct Trading Companies,” aud the “ inierference 
of the Foreign Representatives.” It happens, however, that 
we have some Scotchmen among us, and for their sakes we 
feel bound to declare on bebalf of the journals in question 
that this is a “ goak.” 





An Imperial Decree, issued on the 18th instant, enacts 
that the rate of interest on deposits iu the Post Office Sav- 
iugs Bank shall in future be 7-2 per cent per anoum, in 
stead of 6 per cent as heretofore. 

This change has been talked of fur some time. It is no 
doubt owing to the high rates of interest now raling gene- 
rally iu the money market, as well as to the recent ee- 
tablishmeut of several private Savings Banks, which pay 
from 7°5 to 9 per cent on deposits. 





On the 29th of last month, the First Miuister of State 
issued an Imperial Decree (No. 19) abrogating Decree No. 
49 of July 6th, 1877. The abrogated Decree read thas: 
“It is hereby decreed, that if the Minister of Justice 
disapproves any judgment pronounced upon a case in ap- 
peal, whether of a civil or crimiual natare, he shall have 
power to direct the advocate-general to demand a new trial 
of such case in the Court whicre the original judgment was 
rendered.” 

Shortly after tho issue of this latter decree the Senate, 
on the motion of H. E. Yanagiwara (then a Senator and now 
Minister for Japau at the Court of St. Petersburg), memori- 
nlized the crown on the evident inconsistency of the decree 
with the fundamental principles of law, pointing out that its 
provisions amounted to nothing more or less than an inter- 


| ference by the Minister of Justice with the decisions of the 


Supreme Court of Judicature, the highest judicial anthority 
in Jayan—and it did certainly seem irrational that cases 
which—to take an extreme instance—might have been al- 
ready adjudicated on, first by the local Courts, secondly by 
the Superior Court, aud thirdly by the Supreme Coart of 
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Judicature, should be subject to be sent back for re-trial on 
the fiat of the Minister of Justice alone. 

The Senate’s memorial prayed for an immediate abroga- 
tion of the obnoxious decree, and is no doubt the prime 
cause of the rescission (No. 19) of last mouth. Probably 
the long delay that took piace in carrying out the Senate's 
suggestion is to be attributed io part to the fact that action 
was deferred pending tho change of polity which took place 
last year. Until that change was consummated, the Mini- 
sters of Departments were, as is well known, Sangi, and 
had much larger powers than the present Ministers (of 
departments) whose fanctions are purely executive. 

The supreme powers of the Government, both legislative 
and execative, are now vested in the Privy Council, and 
under these circumstances it was no doubt considered wise 
to comply with the Senate’s memorial. The delay has 
indeed been long—eslmost unwarrantably loug—but the 
fesue proves that the Genroin (Senate) sometimes exercises 
Independent functions, and that it is uot always such a 
complete slave to the Privy Council as the foreigu local 
journals are in the habit of asserting. 

We need scarcely point out that this is a step towards the 
perfecting of the Japanese judicial system for by it, the 
Minister of Justice’s power of controlliug the carriage of 
justice is discontinued, and henceforth judgments pro- 
nounoed by the Daishin-In will be supreme and final, 


— t 
From the statistics lately compiled at the Home Office, i 

appears that the market value of Japanese cotton has been 
less affected than that of almost anything else by the social 
and financial changes that have taken place since the Resto- 
ration. The ratio of the present price to that which obtained 
in 1840 is about three to one, and this comparatively tri- 
fling (!) increase of value is attributed to the fact, that im- 
ported staffs, such as camlets &c., having constantly been 
sold at low figures, native cotton goods have of necessity re- 
mained at nearly the same level. We recommend this cir- 
cumstance to their consideration who declare that everything 
Japan needs should be produced in Japan. Ifany patriotic (?) 
guild employes articles of native manufacture in preference to 
imported goods, which can be obtained more cheaply, the re- 
sult will be merely to set up a fictitious trade and injure the 
resources of the country by diverting labour from ite profit- 
able channels. 


— — 


Whea the telephone came to us from America three years 
ago, everybody was delighted with au instrument which 
afforded the means of carrying on conversations at long 
distances by means ofa single wire. At the same time 
many persons denied that the thing could have any practical 
bearing and maiutained that the telephone would never be 
auything buta clever instrument, whose functions would 
be limited to experiments in drawing-room physics. The 
Americans were not long before they proved that this 
opinion was premature. Asa matter of fact the telephone, 
so far from being simply a toy for the use of amateurs, 
constitates, to-day, a meaus of rapid communication— 
superior even to the telegraph—in all placea where the 
distances to be traversed are not too great. 

Its use tends daily to be become more extended in Europe. 
All the towns of any cousequence already possess a network 
of telephones, which connect the public offices, banks &€., 
with one another. 

Iu some of the great centres, as London, Paris, Bruxelles, 
Anvers, etc., most of the merchants and artisans have tcle- 
phones in their houses, and the advantages derived are ensily 
conceivable, when we remember the rapidity and facility 
imparted to the condact of commercial affairs, 
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In America the spread of telophony has been much more 
considerable. The Yankees, who appreciate the English 
proverb, “time is money,” have from the first understood 
the advantages to be derived from this, their own invention. 
They have accordingly applied it to all the usages of daily 
life. Itis not confiued to public offices or commercial es- 
tablishments. Private individuals themsclves use it to carry 
on thoir household affairs. Here isa story told on the sab- 
ject by a French traveller who has just returned from the 
United States - . 

.... “Mr. X., on his arrival in the town, presented 
himself at the house of the merchant to whom he was accre- 
dited. He was received with all possible politeness by the 
mistress of the establishment. After the usual compliments 
had passed, the lady said to him: “ You must put yourself 
in my hands. First we shall go out and I will show you 
the town, after which you shall dine here with some people 
who may be of service to you. In the afternoon we will go 
to Niagara in a steam-yacht. To-morrow, the oil districts 
the day after we will pass at our coantry place, Meanwhile 
I am going to summon my husband to his office to announce 
yon and discuss our plaus. Then I shall order my carriage 
for we have had the stables placed at some distance since 
the invention of the telephone. Then I shall invite my 
guests; make arrangements with the eugineer and the 
maitre d’hétel of the yacht for our voyage and supper on 
board. My husband will order your ticket for the train 
which will take us to the oil district, Fivally, I havea host 
of directions to give the servants.” 

After this very methodical discourse, the lady, with a 
smile, took up her telephone, which was lying on the back 
of the causense and begau to telephouse. First she came to 
au understanding with her husband ; then she made kuown 
to the central telephone office the addresses of the people 
she wished to invite. ‘Then she summoned her carriage, 
and arranged, always by telephone, with the sailors of the 
yacht as well as with the maitre d'hotel. After which came 
the turn of the country house, the overseer of which bad 
first to be sunmoned—by telephone—from the farm. 

After twenty or twenty-five minutes, this very kind 
lacy, quite out of breath with her exertions, at last took 
the telephone from her mouth and said :—*I shall now go 
and get ready, and in the meanwhile the cook will replace 
me at the telephone in order to arrange with the trades- 
people the mens of our dinner.” Whereupon she went out, 
and the cook, coming in, took up the iustrument. The tra- 
veller was utterly astounded when he heard the latter order 
joints, fish, vogetables and fruits from the principal trades- 
men of the town, and enter into discussions with each of 
them on the nature of the provisions. 


‘“While these varions orders were distributed over a 
space of many square miles, ‘I reflected,” he said “on the 
time it would have beon necessary to spend in writing 
letters, journeys on foot or by carriage &c., to accomplish an 
affair which was managed in forty minutes by the tongues 
of two women.” And indeed, for the rest every one knows 
the trouble, the annoyances, the misunderstandings, which 
the preparations for one solitary dinuer in our own country 
give the poor mistress of the house, while in Awerica, 
dinner, drive, excursion by stcam-yacht, voyage by rail, 
supper, trip to the couutry, everything, was settled in the 
seclusion of x hondoir by a pair of smiling lips. It is incon- 
ceivable. Who will tell us after this “that the telephone is 
only a little instrument for toy experiments ?” 

This is the story told ua by the Conteur Vaudois. It 
sounds alinost impoasible, but nevertheless there is nothing 
in any ono of its details that exceeds the capabilities of 
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say even in its present stage, because admirable as the 
telephone’s achievements already are, it has so very lately 
emerged from the toy condition that one cannot but foresee 
for it a future which will throw everything hitherto done 
into the shade. As a matter of fuct the Amorican lady 
might easily have done everythiug attributed to her. Given 
au instrument capable of making distances often or even 
twenty miles conversationable ; given a community of people 
each of whose residences is furnished with such an instru- 
ment, and given fiually o central station where all the 
instruments converge and where arrangements are made for 
placing any two en rapport, by the mere manipulation 
of a peg: given all this and the least we can predict is 
something very like a social revolution. ‘To speculate 
what will or will not be possible under such a system 
would be to travel into the domain of tho fairies. Of 
what it has effected in Amerien the Conteur Vaulois 
gives us a very fuir idea, aud it is probablo, though 
not perhaps in the immediate future, that we shall have 
an opportunity of judging for ourselves. Indeed that 
Edison, who stands at the head of telephonists, has uot as 
yet taken any very active steps to. introduce his inveution 
iuto Japan, is probably Lecause his agents know that it 
would immediately share the fate of all patents in the 
absence of legal protection. The electric light is another 
instance of the same very natural reluctauce on the part of 
inventors to trust the results of loug trial aud large outlay 
into the hands of meu who respect such things no more than 
a school boy does a mechanical toy. There is, eveu whilc 
we write, an electric lamp of the most improved construc- 
tion lying iu a godown in this settlement, not because it can- 
not flud.a purchaser, but because the agents to whom 
it is consigned decline to let it incur the risks of 
piracy. We have good reason to hope that a remedy 
for this wrong is iu process of preparation, but mean- 
while the Chinese, acute, indefatigable, and most deeply 
versed of all natione in the value of combined enter- 
prise, have anticipated their more versatile neighbours, aud 
Hongkong is about to possess the first telephonic system in 
the East. Already more than two hundred native mer- 
chants in that settloment have undertaken to subscribe a 
certain monthly sum, and to-morrow’s mail steamer carries 
the necessary plant southward. General C. W. Le Gendre 
has, we understand, been appointed Agent for Mr. Edison 
in China and Japan, and the duties of executive on- 
gineer have been undertaken by Mr. J. Morris, M.8.T.E., 
who for several years occupiod the post of Principal Telegrn- 
phic Engineer to the Japauese Government. Plaiuly 
therefore the enterprise is not likely to fail for lack of ability 
in its promotors. 


Strangely enough, some doubt seemed at one time to be 
entertained as to whether the telephone would be found 
competent to mark the peculiar intonation, of the Chinese 
Janguage ; a doubt scarcely worthy to be called reasonable 
in view of the fact, that the instrument had already proved 
itself equal to the task of transmitting the sounds, not of 
the human voice alone, but also of the pianoforte and other 
musical instrumente. ‘This point was, however, completely 
settled in favour of the telephone hy the experiments carried 
ont a short time ago at Yokohama ‘There it was con- 
clusively proved that Mr. Eison’s invention is of quite as 
much avail in China as in America, and probably the next 
very tantalizing news we shall have’ from Hongkong will 
be that a telephone exchange, after the fashion of those in 
all the chief towns of the United States, has been estab- 
lished: We sincerely hope that China will not long le 
singular in her enterprise. 
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¢} olus of the teapot is not a whit less busy than the mos- 


quitos in Japan. Quite a little mzlatrom of indiguation 

has been stirred up among the cditors of the Tokio native 

journals by certain utterauces attributed to the first Mi- 

uister of State in connection with the Saionji affair. Mr. 

Saiougi, as tho public has already been informed, is a noble- 
man who, after sume ycars of European travel, returned 

lately to Japan and associated himself with a newspaper 

rejoicing in the title of the Oriental Independent. He was 
subsequently prevailed on by his friends to abandon his con- 
nection with journalism for reasons which were no doubt 
sufficient to convince him, but which have since been 
construed into official interference of a most vexatious 
character. ‘The Government, it was said, could not 
possibly permit a genuine Kazoku to join the crowd 

of truculent cavillers by whom it is perpetually harrassed, 
and so did not hesitate to employ pressure of a somewhat 
questionablo nature for the purpose of forefending so un- 
toward an accident. This, in itself, was more than enough 

to set men’s tongues wagging, but the sequel has thrown 

everything else into the shade. The Oriental Independent 

has now—so ramour says—published a supplement in which 

the exact terms of dissuasion addressed by His Excelleucy 

Sanjo to Mr. Saionji are detailed. There the Minister is 

represented as warmly denouncing the idea of a blue-blooded 

patrician associating himself with such gentry as Messrs. 
Fukuchi (editor of the Nicki-nichi Shimbun), Narushima. 
(editor of Choya Shimbun), Karimoto (editor of Iochi Shim-- 
bun), Nakamura (Akebono Shimbun) et hoc genus omne ; of 
whom all are partisans of the fallen Shogunate and some 
(Mr. Nakamura) Hakodate rebels, Their utterances 
indeed the Government conld afford to treat with silent 
contempt, but when a gentleman like Mr. Saionji was added 
to their ranks, criticisms the world was once iu no danger 
of misapprehending, and jeremiades hitherto little likely to 
disturb the public peace, assumed a new significance, and 
might become not only inconvenient but pernicious. 

Such was the nature of the First Minister's remonstrance, 
aud Mr. Saionji, recoguiziug his error, retired in good time 
from his false position, But what a chorus of indignation 
was raised by the maligned editors! Was it to be called a 
remnant of rebels that they had toiled throagh all theso 
years with brain and pen, and was it to be accased of treason 
aud duplicity that, trampling under foot their old prejudices, 
they had laboured to sapport ‘the Government in its bene- 
ficont efforts or to restrain it on the vorge of errors ? Truly 
the thing was intolerable, and demanded nothing less than 
a direct appeal to the First Minister who must be compelled 
either to retract his obnoxious expressions or to justify them. 
The teapot, rocked by the storn, isin danger of losing 
its equilibriam and its dignity alike, after the fashion of that 
delicious “Lord that rules that water” in H. Af. S. 
Pinafore ; but fortunately a discovery is about to be made. 

The First Minieter never said anything of the sort, if 
Mr. Snionji is to be believed, and the Oriental Indepen- 
dent uever published any supplement of the kind—if its 
editor is to be credited. 

A new society called the “ Nippon Nokwai” or Agri- 
cultural Society of Japan, has just been formed, Its history 
1s briefly this :-— 

In April 1879, the ‘Eastern Agricultural Society’ (T6- 
yo Nokwni) was established, with an office in the pre:nises 
of the narsery-garden in Imba (Shimésa), and in March, 
1880, the Tukiyo Agricultural Deliberative Society” (To- 
kiyo Danndkwai) was organized, with an office in the com- 
pound of the nursery-garden at Mita, Tokiyo. Both these 
societies Lai for their object the encouragement and promo- 
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tion of agriculture, and had correspondonts in various parts 
of the Empire. It was the rule of the former society 
to compile the. reports of these correspoudents and pub- 
lish them in pamphlet form,* four times each year, 
for distribution among the members, while the latter society 
published a pamphlet of a similar uatore for the first time 
in March last. As, however, the action of both sociaties 
was confined to the collection and publication of reports, 
they could not properly be called deliberative bodies, and 
seme of their members, who recently visited ‘Tokiyo in 
connection with the National Exhibition, took the opportu- 
nity of discussing the desirability of amalgamating the two 
societies, ‘The proposal was accepted and hence the new 
scciety (Nippon Nokwai). The purpose of this body is 
the diffusion of knowledge and experience in agricultural 
matters, and to this eud a pamplet containing contributions 
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Korea alone is closed to-day to foreign intercourse ; a state 
of things that cannot possibly remain permanent. Should it 
so happen, however, that Russia is the first to establish a 
footing in the peninsula, England, France, Germany and 
America, who are the Muscovite’s enemies, will not be con- 
tent to leave him in sole possession, but will each take some 
portion for herself, so that Korea's partition will only be a 
matter of time. Some years ago Poland was divided between 
Russia, Germany and Austria, and last year the some fate 
would have overtaken Turkey, had not the Russian forces 


been withdrawn. For Korea, indeed, the ge of 20 
many great warriors and the object of the : 

favour, a like misfortane may not be lightly prophesied ; but 
there can be no doubt that if she persists in her policy of 
seclusion, she will at last have to cross swords with the 
Western powers, and defeat would signify nothing more or 


8 special 


less than treatment such as Burmah and Annan experi- 


ence at the hands of England and France to-day. Even 
though she abandon her policy of seclusion there is yet another 


danger to be guarded against. It is that she may be inveigled 
into making a one-sided and unjast treaty, which will deprive 
her for a time of her rights, aud which she will not be per- 
mitted to revise until, in the course of years, she becomes 
sufficiently rich and powerful to insist upon doing so. If, 
however, she receives an American envoy first, he will draw 
up for her an impartial treaty, in accordance with the princi- 
ples of international law, and other powers will be obliged to 
adopt this as a precedent. 

The welfare of Asia is inseparable from that of Kores, and 
ar has therefore no reason to doubt the sincerity of this 

vice. 











from the members will be published every month. The 
central office is to be at Mita (Tokiyo), and its members 
will be of three kinds, viz :—honorary members, i.e. native 
or foreign gentlemen, who enjoy the reputation of skilled 
agricultarists, and who will be elected by ballot but not 
entitled to take part in the deliberations of the society ; 
special members, i.e. Japanese gentlemen subscribing 3 

per annum or a lump sum of 30 yen down, who will 
enjoy all the privileges of the society ; and ordinary mem- 


bers, i.e. Japanese paying 1 yon 20 sen per annum, who 
will receive the transactions but take no part in the delibe- 
rations. Committees will be appointed from among the 
wembers for the investigation of qnestions counected with 
Meteorology, Geology, Chemistry, Zoology, Botany, Animal 
Hygiene, Entomology, Seeds, Reclamation, Cattle-breeding, 
Forests, Agricultural Implements, Manures, Fisheries, Seri- 
culture, Manufactures (silk, cutton, sugar, woollen cloth 
&c.) and Statistics. 

So far as we can judge from a prospectus, the new society 
bids fair to be a very useful one. ‘The importance of such 
associations cannot, indeed, be overrated, for they point to 
the disappearance of that old clan spirit which had formerly 
the effect of making Japan a conglomerate of sixty four 
separate and totally distinct principalities, and at the samo 
dime promise to foster the germs of combined enterprise 
without which great commercial success is impossible. It 
isa purely private association, though no doubt it will 
namber may Government officials among its members, and 
it is not to be confouaded with either the “High Delibera- 
tive Board ” of the Nosho-musho, or the meeting which is 
now going on at Mita under the auspices of the Home 
Department. This latter is composed of officials of the 


provincial governments, charged with the promotion of 


industry in their respective proviuces, whoare now in Tokiyo 
as representatives of the Fa and Ken in the National 
Exhibition. 





Poxicy ror Korea. 
by Kwo-iu-Ken. 
(Continued from last iceek.) 


It will probably be answered, that although America’s 
character might justify an alliance with her, such a step 
would inevitably afford a precedent to England, France 
Germany, Italy and other nations. — 

This, however, is exactly what secms desirable. Korea 
can find no better means of frustrating Russian aggression 
than to sign treaties with other European powers, for it will 
then be their care to preserve her integrity. Moreover, let 
her be ever go unwilling to admit them, they will inevitably 
compel her to open her doors sooner or later ; for among the 
many hundred nations of the world, great and small alike, 


* Five of these pamblets have already been published. 
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‘This is the only true path 


impartial treatics with other nations in times of 
must not regard the treaties made by China and Japan with 





Having thus examined and combatted the various objec- 
tions that may be urged by the conservative party in Korea, 


it remains to point out how the policy recommended by the 
writer is to be put into practice. First, then, the treaties with 
China and Japan should be revised with the view of estab- 
lishing more friendly relations, and envoys should be sent to 
Pekin, Tokiyo and Washington. Fusan, Gensan and Jinsen 
should be opened to American merchant ships, so that the 
trade there may not be 


lized by the Japanese, and 


Koreans should be itted to visit Nagasaki and Yoko- 


hama for commercial purposes. Application should also be 
made to China for permission to adopt the Dragon Flag, 
which Korea ought to take as her national standard ; and 
students should be sent to China or Japan to reccive instruc- 
tion in military tactics, the manufacture of arms, and naval 
construction. 
astronomy, mathematics, chemistry, mineralogy and geology, 
while schools ought to be opened at Fusan and elsewhere 


Others also should be sent westward to study 


under foreign teachers for instruction in sciences of all sorts. 
to s. 

After all, too, it can only be for Korea’s benefit to make 
She 


Western States as true examples, By those treaties the 
rights of China and Japan have been largely invaded, but 
this is attributable to those countries’ ignorance of western 
international law and their inability to resist the armed 
pressare put upon them? ‘The case would be different with 
Korea, for so long as she does not resist by force, no exorbit- 
ant and unreasonable demands can be made upon her. It 
will simply be arranged, that since European and Asiatic 
laws and customs differ, the foreign merchants resident in 
Korea, though subject to her municipal regulations, will be 


under the authority of their own consuls for purposes of 
jurisdiction, and this concession, too, will by degress become 
unnecessary. Moreover, the powers of the consuls themselves 


will be limited, while the importation of poisonous drags, and 
the preaching of strange religions, will be under due control. 

Neither can it be doubted that foreign intercourse would 
largely benefit Korean commerce. Asia, with its great 
climatic advantages, is perhaps the most productive con- 
tinent in the world. Ever since the Tang (618-907) and Sang 
(960-1279) dynasties, China, through the agency of her 
Board of ‘I'rade, has carried on commerce with other nations. 
The.vast sums of money now iu circulation throughout the 
Empire have all been imported in bygone centuries, and 
though of Inte specie has become more or less scarce, this 
is entirely owing to the opium trade. Japan, on her side, 
has not bettered herself by foreign commerce, but this is 
because she has adopted European dress and employs 
European commodities, If a country does not use forcign 
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goods, commerce with other countries must always be to her] merited their attachment. The literature and ceremonials of 
benefit, Korea, though comparatively poor, produces gold,| China are those of Korea and the peace of the one country 
silver, cereals &c. in tolerable abundance. ‘Ihe retarns of | has been that of the other also. Confucius, indeed, has said 
Korean trade with Japan daring the past year, show that| “that is a tranquil land where ships, carriages, weapons and 
the imports were 620,000 yen and the exports 680,000 yen, | warriors are of no use and where men, living entirely apart 
so that Korea’s actual gain was sixty or seventy thousand | from one another, wait till death overtakes them in the fall- 
yen, aud under these circumstances it is plain that the result | ness of old age.” Applied to the case of a family, this aphor- 
of a properly managed trade will be to enrich all classes. | ism means; if a father be bountiful and beneficent, his sons 
Moreover the customs duties may be applied for a part of the | will enjoy ease and happiness, nor be called on to serve anyone. 
national expenditure, which in itself is a positive gain. Such wereSformerly the relations that existed. But now the 
The benefits to be derived from foreign trade, also, are not | world is troubled by the overshadowing strength of Russia, 
entirely dependent on the natural resources of a country.| who has made her way into Korea’s neighbourhood and 
Thus Britain produces coal; France, only grapes, and Peru. against whom Korea has no adequate means of defence. 
nothing but gold and silver; yet these nations are all] Nothing indeed has hitherto saved Korea from annexation 
renowned for their wealth. In ancient times India had no| except the reputed poverty of her people and sterility of her 
tea or silk, Java no sugar and Japan no cotton, but industry | soil, otherwise she would inevitably have shared the fate of 
has remedied all this to the great profit of those countries. | India, Australia, Luzon and many another no longer inde- 
Australia in the extreme south and Kamtchatka in the north, | pendent country. Up till the present, too, Rassia has been 
were utterly uninhabited once upon a time, but even their] busy with intrigues in the west and this has helped to sccure 
waste places are now converted into fruitful lands. _ How|Korea’s immunity, but now that the Muscovite’s eyes are 
much more so then ouglit this to be the case with Korea, | tarned eastward, it behoves the people of the peninsula to be 
which is situated in the Temperate Zone, is comparatively jon their guard. Of course the might of Russia may not be 
fertile, and possesses a people natarally clover and skillful. | opposed by the comparative weakness of Korea, but the latter 
If, with the aid of western science, her finances be carefully | has for her natural allies China, her old friend ; Japan who 
administered, her inhabitants educated and her industries|is drawn to her by a community of danger, and America, 
developed, while the cultivation of what her soil already | whose inclinations are favorable to Asia rather than to Euro 
produces is extended, and the things she does not yet produce, | and whose policy is essentially uuaggressive. That so favorable 
introduced from abroad, there is nothing to prevent her be-| an opportanity for establishing foreign intercourse presents 
coming a wealthy kingdom hereafter. Thus, for example, if| itselfto Korea, isin truth attributable to the tatelage and pray- 
European mining methods were employed at her gold and | ers of the souls of her founders, from Kishi downwards, who 
silver mines, their yield would be immensely incrensed, a| from heaven watch over her fate. She can never hope for so 
new field for industry opened up, and large profits realized. | happy a chanco again. More than thirty years ago China 
Farther the tendency of foreign intercourse is to strengthen | broke off commercial intercourse with foreign countries on 
a nation’s powers of defence. The Chinese sages, indeed, | accouut of the opium trade and fought with them at Canton 
in bygone ages taught that valour and military skill arenot|and Taku, but now no less than nineteen of her ports are 
y worthy of estecm, and that the first object of State | open and the powers with whom she has exchanged treaties 
goverument ought to be a quiet and undemonstrative routine. |are fourteen. Japan, too, twenty years back was forcibly 
In accordance with this doctrine the spirit of competition | compelled to admit foreigners, though she had persistently 
was checked and the development of arts tending to excite | endeavoured to drive them out and fought twice with them. 
rivalry, discouraged, men being taught that greater victories | Now they reside everywhere in her territories and she herself 
were to be gained over oneself than over one’s fellows. | busily cultivates western manners and sciences. Twenty or 
Now, however, powerful neighbours press upon us from|thirty years ago the ships and weapons of western nations 
all directions, constantly harrassing and ridiculing us. In| were not so powerful as they are at present, and the demands 
old times ships moved by sail; now they go by steam; jof England, France, America and other countries, were 
: were drawn by horses; now, by an iron machine ;| simply for commercial intercourse. Consequently, although 
communications were made by messengers; nowhy the te-| our refusal to entertain their proposals led to war, we did not 
legraph, and soldiers’ weapons were bows and arrows, whereas | suffer any very serious injaries. But now, on the contrary, 
now they are caunons and rifles. If one nation possesses all | Rassia’s sole and constant aim is self-aggrandizement and 
these improvements and conveniences, and the other does not, | her military resources are far superior to what they were be- 
the former of course will be the more able of the two; and it|fore; in spite of which Korea, ignoring the changes of 
were not difficult to predict the issue of a struggle between |the times and the lessons of experience, persists ir, 
them. In the event of Korea permitting foreign intercourse, | pursaing the same seclasive policy that China and Jape py 
her ideas will be enlarged and her knowledge increased year | followed twenty or thirty years ago ; a policy that can or ly 
by year, and fiuding her old-fashioned weapons and her sailing | lead to war, and will certainly not result in peace on F ach 
vessels unworthy of the times, she will devote her earnest | favorable terms as China aud Japan obtained. 
attention to improving her military and naval organizations| This is in truth a state of things fraught with peril 
and will set about strengthening herselfin the true way. It} Korea’s opportunity may be of the briefest possible dr ication. 
thus appears that the results of foreign intercourse are both | and if she let it slip, she will be acting with no more , wisdom 
beneficial and invigorating. than the bird in the cage that, seeing the door ope’ , waited 
However small a country be, it may reasonably hope for | for the night to fly away. To appreciate socritical  ; 



















































: c , a juncture 
independence if it only possess money and a certain measure | is the true province of ability ; to seize so fleeting: an — 


the noblest effort of resolution. 
It is much to be desired that some sensible ¥ yen in Korea 
will take up this question and apply themselve 3 to the sub- 
ject of their country’s safety. The best cor irse that can be 
pursued, is, we repeat, a close alliance with C shina and friend- 
ly intercourse with Japan and America, ; Vae worst, racilla- 
tion aud a vaiu aversion to change. Tnat @ country should 
obstinately isolate hersolf, and callimg foreigners bar- 
barians, refase vo associate with thera until the issue is put 
to the sword and so comes to be setd Jed amid the con- 
fusion that follows war when the eonque red nation is ready 
to make any sacrifices for the sakeof tranquillity, this in 
truth is the very essence of short-eighted zimpradence. Sure- 
ly in a country of such old civilization as Korea there must 
be some men of ability who will cony orehend the folly of 
adopting this policy. The King should | decide once for all 
and entrust the arrangement of details te his ministers. No 
discussion on the main question ought to be pemmitted. 
Government officials must divest themse Ives of ancient pte- 
judices and open their eyes to what is gov ag on in the world, 
while the people at large should rouse tht mselves on behalf 


of strength, If Switzerland and Belgiam, which are sur- 
rounded by powerful States, remain independent, how much 
more so ought this to be the case with Korea, which — 
ses good natural resources and territories touched by those of 
other countries at one point only. Should Korea really set 
herself to develope her resources, she may counton the aid of 
powerful European nations, whose policy it is to frustrate 
Russia’s aggressive designs, since a regard for their own 
safety forbids them to sit idly by while the Northern Despot 
dismembers weaker States. The old proverb says; “ Of two 
goods choose the greater ; of two evils choose the lesser.' 
Why then should Koren hesitate to adopt a course which is 
quite free from any disadvantage? She is surrounded by sea 
on three sides, and from the oldest times has been known as 
a country with excellent nataral defences. She is connected 
by land with only one country, whose favours she has enjoyed 
and with whom her relations have been of the most intimate 
nature for thousands of years. Indeed it may be said that 
she has never known of the existence of any other country 
than China. The attitude of the Chinese Government to- 
wards its subjects is essentially beneficent and it has justly 
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fate of Asia is in the balance. Even as medicine, though 
bitter to the palate is essential to the health, so the trath, 
though offensive to the enr, is of vital importance to the 
moral being. Nothing is further from the writer's wish 
than to create unnecessary alann, but the crisis seems so 
imminent that he cannot choose but speak, though he is very 
conscious of his own inability to demonstrate the measures 
he advocates with even a fraction of the force their impor- 
tance demands. 


EO 
THE NIHON TETSUDO-GUWAISHA. 


( Continued from last week.) 
NES to the question of means comes that of ways. 


Where is the National Railway Company to find a 


staff of executive officers fit to be entrusted with the super- 
intendence of such a work as is at present in contempla- 
tion? It may be asserted without much risk of exaggera- 
tion, that the education of a competent staff will have to 


be undertaken by the Company ab initio. The history of 


the Government Railways is one of continuous involuntary 
contraction of the native staff, until it has come about that 
the lines now in operation are barely officered by qualified 
Japanese officials. No men of practical knowledge and 
experience can possibly be spared from their number, so 
that there remain, as a source from which executive as- 
sistants can be drawn, only the past pupils of the Tokiyo 


University and of the Engineering College, the best of 


whom have been sent tc continue and extend their studies 
abroad. There is probably no lack of ability, certainly 


none of theoretical knowledge, among these students, but 


however carefully they may have been trained, the ser- 
wiceable application of knowledge and its acquisition are 
not more immediately consequent for them than for others. 
‘They are only fitted to fill subordinate positions, and under 
what chiefs? This is the problem that is beginning to 
present itself for solution with a pertinacity more and more 
embarrassing each day, not in the railways alone but in all 
the public works of Japan. We have before us, as we 
write, a letter from a student, who, having successfully 
completed his course of studies at a Government College 
and received a diploma of competence, found that the first 
duty assigned to him was the supervision of artizans en- 
gaged in carrying out a work, of which both the general 
design and the details were diametrically opposed to the 
principles he had been taught to consider fundamental. 
His remonstrances were received with c-ntempt and he 
had no difficulty in foresceing that their continuance would 
bring him into fatal collision with men whose maintenance 
of office depended on the inertia of ignorance. He had 
therefore to choose between the sacrifice of his position or 
his principles, an election the result of which is never very 
doubtfal. This is but one of a thousand instances that 
are either happening now, or will inevitably happen in the 
immediate future. Two forces have come into unwonted 
contact; the past and the present. ‘That quiet and almost 
inappreciable process by which the new generally displaces 
the old has here assumed the form of an abrupt revolu- 
tion, and we have little reason to be surprised if men’s 
powers of adaptation are sometimes overtaxed by the 
transition. Thus in this matter of public works the Gov- 
erument is obliged to employ simultaneously two most 
ill-assorted materials; the official of the old school, per- 
functory, ignorant and regarding all labour as a thing to 
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be delegated to a subordinate ; and the student of the new, 
ambitious, theoretically wise and disdainful of authority 
that bases its title to respect upon accident, not merit. In 
the conflict between these two there is no hope of recon- 
ciliation or compromise. The student is not yet qualified 
to be irresponsible, while the official is competent only to 
discourage and impede him. Of course the healing of 
this, as of most other ills, is in the hands of time, but for 
the moment the Railway Company, at any rate, will find 
it no ensy task to provide a staff from such elements as 
we have described. As for the army of paymasters, time- 
keepers, transport agents and purchasers of materials, 
without which no work can be carried on in Japan, it 
must be remembered that each and every individual is 
an active enemy of economy, partly from ignorance of 
business, partly from ignorance of integrity, partly yet 
from the vicarious sentiment that seems to inspire Japan- 
ese officials in the presence of work, and partly from the 
“ Nunky pays” principle that pervades every undertaking 
connected, however remotely, with the Government. Add 
to this that the practice of trade combination is by no 
means unknown here; that from the lowest coolie up- 
wards, every workman has an eye upon whatever arrange- 
ments may appear to diminish his prospects of an easy 
day, and that as a general rule the overseer is afraid of 
his workmen; and we are in a position to form some 
conception of the difficulties that impede economical execu- 
tion of works in Japan. The conspicuous parts of rail- 
way construction as cuttings, banks, &c., are executed by 
coolie labour. When these are finished, amateurs are 
apt to. suppose that all is dono, and consequently the 
operation appears comparatively simple; but those who 
have to deal with masons, bricklayers, carpenters, black- 
smiths and skilled artizans in general, know not only that 
they are indispensible, but that endless delays, expense 
and trouble are inseparable from their employment. If, 


in the course of constructing the Takasaki line, the 


managers of the Nippon Tetsudo-guwaisha should succeed 
in bringing under control the stubborn elements we have 
emunerated, they will have deserved well of the public, 
even though no dividend comes to the help of the Govern- 
ment guarantee. Such success alone will, in our opinion, 
relieve the farther development of their project from em- 
barrassments which at present appear almost prohibitory. 

As might be expected, numerous subsidiary schemes 
are on the tapis, schemes chiefly devised, it would seem, 
for the purpose of disguising the fact that so large a 
portion of the equipment must be imported. It is said, 
for instance, that all the carriages and wagons will be 
made on the spot by an independent company formed for 
the purpose. Now as many parts of the fittings cannot 
possibly be manufactured in Japan, it is difficult to see 
how any economy can be effected by separating the import 
of these things from that of other essentials; for such 
separation would simply amount to an unnecessary re- 
duplication of agencies requiring profit, that is, to in- 
creased outlay. The cost of importing these articles 
must be ultimately defrayed by the parent company, whe- 
ther the import be direct or indirect, and the payments 
made abroad will be little, if anything, less. The sub- 
sidiary companies will merely add to the famitics of un- 
healthy children that already hang, erying for food, on 
the skirts of almost every Government undertaking ; clild. 
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ren that fail to earn a legitimate livelihood, though rent- 
free, tax-free, insurance-free, and supplied with pocket 
money. 

The day is not far distant, we trust, when Japan will 
possess industrial undertakings which recognise the fact 
that before profits on working capital can be fairly realized, 
provision must be made for such items as rent, insurance, 
depreciation and interest upon fixed capital. Hitherto 
the tendency of the Government’s action, however praise- 
worthy in motive, has been to relieve a concern of some 
of these charges and assume the responsibility of others, 
thus virtually subscribing a portion of the cost of pro- 
duction and enabling consumers to obtain articles at 
prices that cannot possibly remunerate producers. Of 
course the result of this is to deter independent enterprise 
and to promote a general disregard of the elementary 
conditions of commercial success, for every additional 
undertaking that depends for its existence upon special 
indulgences and bounties, is not a limb of the industrial 
body but a parasite. 

This brings us to the general question of the guarantee. 
What benefit can accrue to the revenue of the country 
from the assumption by the State of a variable charge 
sufficient to ensure a profit of eight per cent upon an 
indefinite capital? Is the enterprise of a few men, within 
a limited district, to be a tax upon the whole empire, and 
on what principle can the nobles ask the Government, 
from which they receive annuities, to pay them interest on 
the surplus portion of those annuities? Or again, does the 
Government believe it more advantageous to the country 
that these surplus funds should be devoted to railway 
construction, than that they should be absorbed in trade, 
and are the nation’s purse-holders consequently willing to 
guarantee the nobles eight per cent as a counter attraction 
to the eleven or twelve per cent, with of course increased 
risk, returned by commercially employed capital in 
Japan ? ) | 

If this last be the cnse, we cannot escape the conviction 

that the Government is in pursuit of an illusion. It must 
be borne in mind that the construction of railways is a 
process of converting floating into fixed capital, and that 
it is very possible for a country to devote years of effort 
to establishing a system of railways for the development 
of commerce, and find at the end that there is no ready 
money available for an emergency. If, in such an event, 
recourse should be had to loans raised abroad on the secu- 
rity of railways, the money might just as well have been 
borrowed in the foreign markets at the outset, nay better 
indeed, for many countries have profited largely by attract- 
ing and fixing foreign capital, while keeping their own 
floating capital for current uses, and have found it better 
to pay interest abroad than to lock up money at home. It 
is the floating capital of a country that provides labour for 
its inhabitants in the mass, while fixed capital only local- 
izes and renders permanent a more limited demand for 
special kinds of labour, and if in extreme proportion to 
the floating capital, must ultimately tend to increase the 
misery and destitution of the poorer classes. 

Moreover, such a guarantce as that proposed is liable to 

gross abuse. Let us imagine, for example, a line cheaply 
constructed and demanding a large annual outlay for re- 
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a large traffic, the unaccommodated portion of which will 
support a cempetitive means of transport that only lacks 
opportunity to made producers pay monopoly prices. The 
Government guarantee, under such conditions, might be 
taxed to the utmost, while, on the other hand, the call 
upon it would probably be a minimum were the judicious 
expenditure of a larger capital made imperative, so as to 
provide for the fu!l equipment of a substantial line, com- 
petent to accomodate all’ the traffic of the district, at a 
profit within fixed rates approved by the authorities in 
consulation with the representatives of local interests. 

In a word, the issue we are disposed to predict for the 
scheme at present before the public is, that the Govern- 
ment will ultimately have to choose between paying ex- 
orbitant interest on misemployed capital, or doing in the 
end what they could have done with much grester ad- 
vantage in the beginning, namely, taking, making, working 
and paying for the line themselves. 


REGICIDESB. 


ONSIDERING how frequently during the present 
century European sovereigns have been the objects 

of attacks, deliberate and often most ingeniously and 
maturely planned, at the hands of assassins, the marvel is 
that the attempts upon their lives have so generally failed. 
It is strange that Russia should have afforded almost the 
sole instances of the success of regicides in the period in 
question. On the 11th of March, 1801, the wicked but 
luckless Paul, son of the equally vile and unfortunate 
Peter II]. and the lascivious Catharine, was strangled in 
his bed with a towel by a band of his nobles, who showed 
their determination to effect their object or perish, by the 
fierceness with which they overcame the obstacles that 
opposed their approach to the chamber of the doomed 
monarch. The demise of Nicholas in 1855 is by many 
believed to have been due less to anxiety and fatigae than 
to the effects of poison. A military conspiracy which 
aimed at his murder as an essential preliminary to reform, 
was discovered, and supressed with cruel rigor, in the 
earlier days of his reign (1826). The first assault upon his 
gon and successor, the late Alexander IL., was made in 1866 
by Korasokoff, who shot at the Czar in the streets of St. 
Petersburg. His Majesty had then reigned with immunity 
for nearly eleven years. His life was saved by a worth- 
less, drunken, peasant, who was enriched and ennobled, 
but subsequently so grossly misconducted himself that it 
was deemed expedient to dispose of him by appointing 
him to a lieutenancy in a regiment fighting in Circassia. 
In 1867, while the Emperors of France and Russia were 
returning from a review in the Bois de Boulogne, Bere- 
zofiski, a young Polish refugee, stepped forward and fired 
two pistols at the barouche containing the potentates and 
the Czarewitch. A officer of the escort urged his 
horse forward just in time; aud the steed intercepted 
the bullets, which spattered blood from the charger over 
the face and person of the young prince who now sits on 
the fatal throne of his forefathers. Thenceforward the 
Czar lived unattacked until April, 1879, when the Nihilist 
schoolmaster Solovieff ineffectually fired several shots at 
him from a revolver near the General Staff Office in the 
Russian capital. From that time the unhappy ruler ex- 
isted in a perpetual round of menace and an atmosphere 


‘of death. Threats of impending doom were constantly 
pairs ; further, let us suppose it insufficiently supplied | 
with rolling stock and therefore unable to earn profits on. 


conveyed to him in the most extraordinary manner. In 
November occurred the explosion on the railway near 
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Moscow, wrecking a freight train instead of that which, 
containing the Czar and his suite, had passed in safety a 
few minutes previously. A few months later, in February, 
1880, came the fiendish discharge of dynamite below the 
banquetting-room in the Winter Palace. This enterprise 
missed the Imperial family whose assassination was its 
object, but wrought fearful slaughter and mutilation among 
the soldiery of the guard. ‘The latest sanguinary and suc- 
cessful essay of the Nihilists, only a few weeks’ old, is 
fresh in the recollection of a universally horror-stricken 
public. 


Turning from Russia to France, we find that the first 
year of the nineteenth century was marked by the attempt 
of two Italians, Arena and Gerachi, upon the life of the 
First Consul. To these conspirators belongs the question- 
atle honor of inventing what have since been known as 
“infernal machines.” The intriguers sought to blow up 
the General's carriage with boxes full of explosives placed 
in mines beside the line of route, and fired by the pressuro 
of the wheels upon a string stretched across the road and 
acting simultaneously upon the triggers of two pistols, 
which discharged lighted tinder into the cases. A postilion 
was wounded ; but Bonaparte escaped unscathed. A similar 
exemption from injury attended him in 1804, when Georges 
Cadouhal and his associates flung grenades under his 
carriage, and in 1809, when the student Staaps endeavored 
to poniard him in the garden of Shoenbrunn. From 
that time until 1882, when Ferdinand of Austria escaped 
assassination at Baden, the rulers of Europe were un- 
molested, though a royal personage, the Duke de Berry, 
fell a victim to the dagger of a fanatic on the steps of the 
Paris Opera House. Louis Philippe’s life was attempted 
no fewer than nineteen times. This most pacific of 
monarchs got so accustomed to be shot at that he would 
return to the Tuilleries, after each fresh trial, in a perfect- 
ly serene state of mind, and go through his evening’s work 
as though nothing had occurred to disturb him. The 
most memorable assault upon him was that of the Corsican 
Fieschi, who directed a hail of bullets, from a number of 
gun-barrels lashed together, upon the citizen king and his 
staff during the progress of a review. Marshal Mortier 
and twelve other persons were killed on the spot, while, 
as a matter of course accompanying such destruction, 
many more were wounded. This wholesale murderer may 
claim to have sown the germ of the mitrai/leuse, and its 
numerous deadly developments. Napoleon III. came un- 
injured in body out of the blaze and thunder of Orsini’s 
bombs; but unquestionably the terror of the event affected 
his mind, and turned his career into that path which termi- 
nated in the shame and sorrow of Sedan. In 1868 he was 
fired at bys Corsican, and a hellish plot against him, con- 
ducted by three of Orsini’s compatriots, was unearthed by 
the police three years later. An article which appeared 
in the Cornhill Afagazine last year observes :—‘‘ ‘There is 
said to have been another and more mysterious attempt 
against the Emperor, of which the public heard nothing 
except by rumour. A game-keeper, of the forest of Com- 
peigne, shot at His Majesty while the latter was engaged 
in a pheasant battue; but one of the equerries in attend- 
ance on Napoleon discharged both the barrels of his 
breach-loader into the head of the murderer, and killed 
him on the spot. So the story runs, but whether it be a 
true one or not, will probably never be known till some of 
the secret memoirs of the Imperial era come to light.” 

The late King of Prussia, William IV., was the object 
of two murderous assaults; one in 1844 and the other in 
1860. His brother and successor, the present Emperor 
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of Germany, while military commander at Coblentz, es- 
caped a similar attempt. After his accession to the throne 
he was shot at in 1861, while taking his morning walk in the 
Lichtenthal at Baden, by a madcap student, whose bullet 
grazed the king’s neck. The 11th of May, and the 8rd of 
June, 1878, witnessed, respectively, the third and fourth 
attacks upon the life of this iron-built kaiser. Hoedel, the 
criminal in the first instance, was a half-famished, half- 
crazed, boy, whose effort sprang from some wild vision of 
notoriety ; a vision that included rescue by miraculous 
means, death, or—maintenance from starvation. With 
Dr. Noebiling the case was different. A man of fair birth, 
position, and education, he had thrown himself into the 
misguided ranks of socialism, in whose behalf he was un- 
happily so far successful as to lodge about thirty hail-shot 
in the face and wrist of the unifier of Germany. His 
victim recovered; but he himself expired from wounds 
inflicted by his own desperate hand. 

The virtues and benevolence of our own gracious Queen 
have not shielded her from assaults dictated by the hair. 
brained folly of their perpetrators. Oxford fired at Her 
Majesty in 1840; and a carpenter, named Francis, ap- 
proached her within striking distance, and left a rude wale 
on her fair face. Both these men were lunatics and so treat- 
ed. ‘The young idiot O'Connor merely pointed a pistol in her 
direction on the occasion of his first offence, and was sent 
abroad unpunished, though sentenced to a flogging and 
imprisonment. Subsequently, when discovered lurking 
about the premises of Buckingham Palace, he was confined 
in Bedlam. More tragic attempts were made upon the 
person of Isabella of Spain. In 1852, a dagger blow, 
aimed at her heart, pierced the upper arm of a gallant of- 
ficer, was was swift and lucky enough to intercept the thrust. 
The weapon was with difficulty extracted from the tenacious 
biceps in which it was buried. The story of the endeavour 
to shoot Her Majesty, four years later, is worth repetition. 
As she was driving throngh Madrid, a bullet from the 
pathway traversed the two door-windows of her carriage, 
smashed the plate-glass window of an engraver’s shop 
opposite, and pierced a portrait of the Queen there 
displayed for sale. Isabella paid a handsome price for 
the defaced picture, framed it in gold, and presented it 
thus embellished to the chapel of the convent of our Lady 
of Mercy, where it probably hangs to this day. 

This lady’s son, King Alfonso, has twice evaded death 
by treachery in Madrid. In 1878, shortly after the demise 
of Queen Mercedes, he was made a target of and missed. 
At the close of 1879, while he was driving with his present 
—then newly-married—consort two shots were fired at, and 
passed perilously close to, the royal pair. The king's 
immediate predecessor, Amadco of Savoy, accompanied 
by his gentle wife, had narrowly escaped being blown up 
with his carriage in 1872. The shock was too much for 
the august lady, wh» was already in delicate health, and 
she died soon afterwards. Her husband almost im- 
mediately abdicated and, left a country which possessed 
for him such tragic memories. 

In November, 1878, at the gates of Naples, King 
Humbert, the respected, alluded the stiletto of Passa- 
mente, the universal republican ; but poor Signor Cuiroli 
was confined to his bed for weeks from the effect of a 
sccond thrust despatched by the assassin to the address 
of his master. 

With the exception of the two Russian emperors who 
have met their doom by assassination since 1800, we can 
recall no instance within the same period of the murder 
of European sovereigns, save that of Prince Michael of 
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of the United States, was foully biought to his end in a 
Washington theatre in 1865. Of the attempts, consum- 
mated or abortive, which have occurred and are Occurring, 
thick as autumn leaves in the famed Appeninian vale, iu 
the republics of Central and South America, lack of space 
and memory alike prevents us from speaking. We have 
merely glanced at the regicidal events of the present 
century in civilized regions, not in connection with their 
political or private motives, but because of the conclusion 
they warrant, that monarchs have not much to dread 
from the steel or lead of traitors and enthusiasts. Would- 
be regicides, however, stand a very poor chance indeed, 
and may resign themselves, from the outset, either to the 
gallows, or toa lifelong residence in a madhouse or gaol. 


— ⸗ ñ — 





REVIEW. * 


ft ae poetry to which we are introduced in this volume, 
apart from its intrinsic merits—and they are not a 
few—posseses peculiar interest for students of Japan and 
the Japanese, since it is, as Mr. Chamberlain tells us, the 
one original product of the native mind. 

This announcement will probably be read with some in- 
credulity. Neither Sir R. Alcock, who finds the source of 
Japanese art in nuture, nor the people of England, whose 
latest sesthetic inspirations are all derived from the Land of 
the Rising Sun, will be disposed to admit that the conven- 
tionality of China aud the bigotry of Korea are the models 
upon which Japan’s finer i:stincts are moulded. Yet so it 
is. Japan has but the very smallest title to iuventive genius. 
She has played the part, not of an originator, but of 
an assimilator : a medium that has eoftened and improved 
everything it transmitted, bat created nothing. If we are 
ever to hold any intimate communion with the spirit that 
once animated her, it must be through her poetry, and this 
Mr. Chamberlain's interpretation has now for the first time 
rendered really possible. This we do not say with the 
intention of disparaging what has been done before. Already 
mach that is admirable has from time to time been put 
before the public, but it has been more or less of a frag- 
mentary description, and while receiving well merited ap- 
planse, has generally suggested the idea of a translator that 
polishes aud supplements, rather thas that of an original 
that stunds in no need of such processes, We repeat, then, 
that this “Classical Poetry” is our first reliable and faith- 
ful introdaction to the intellectual life of Japan, and we are 
very much mistaken if it does not excite a very earnest 
wish for further acquaintance. 

At the same time it is not to be supposed that a true and 
exact idea of Japanese poetry cau be imparted by any trans- 
lator. One, at any rate, of the original’s beauties—the 
“* pivots "—is totally impossible to reproduce, and thus we 
lose the happy effect of those linked verses which, as our 
author tells us, “ pass before the render like a series of dis- 
solving views, vague, graceful and suggestive.” Beyond 
this, however, the translator has admirably succeeded in 
exhibiting that” simplicity, love of precedent aud courtly 
polish which are the most characteristic features of the 
poetry of the Japanese.” THis tusk has been one of immense 
difficulty, and we can gather from his introduction that he 
was nota little embarrassed in his choice of method. To 

have attempted to be literal would have been in our opinion 
to invite failure. We are heartily weary of word for word 
reuderings, scarcely admissible with langaages of cognate 
idiom aud totally monstrous when Jnpanese nud English 


* The Classical Poetry of the Japanese, By Basil Hall Cham. 
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ee 
are coucerned. A perfect translation onzht never to remind 

one that it is a translation, except perhaps in the novelty 

of the idens it conveys, This is the fundamental axiom of 

such work, and curiously enough it is over and over again 
neglected by those that set themselves to interpret Japanese 
for Western readers. What better than a rap over the 
knuckles cun a schoolboy expect when he translates pius 
Eneus, “the pious Zneus,” and what more charitable than 
derision does the student deserve who commences an Angili- 
cized version of a Chineso document with the words, “ Prince 
Kung herewith makes a communication,” or conclades a 

Japanese letter of sympathy with such a sentence as, “the 
above is by way of abbreviated condolence ” ? English has 
oue idiom, Japanese another, and to confound the two is 
not more sensible nor less incongruous than to set Paradise 
Lost to jew’s-harp music. From errors of this sort 

Mr. Chamberlain’s work is conspicuously free. His 

book is in this respect a notable success. Those subtle 

delicacies of language from which the poet's quick percep- 
tion elicits harmonies imperceptible save to the keen energy 
aud passion of moral natares trained in the same school as 
his own ; those delicacies indeed could not by any means 
have been conveyed to western minds in a western tongue. 
Nay, we may go so far a to say, that even in their original 
raiment the most shadowy outlines alone of these beauties 
are visible to alien eyes.. We are totally incompetent to 
judge justly Japanese poetry or Japanese music. Their 
best aspects—the aspects under which they appeal most 
powerfully to their native lovers—must ever remain in- 
visible to us, and the utmost we can hope for, is to express 
them without unnecessary infidelity in terms of our own 
sentiments. Something of their cadence of course we may 
seek to preserve, and this brings us to the great questions of 
rhyme and metre, for that of verse or prose we dismiss at 
once. 

If there be any difference between poetry and prose 
in Japavese, that difference cannot properly be disregarded 
by a translator, unless, as Mr. Chamberlain truly remarks, 
he elects to sacrifice the spirit of the original to the letter. 
Bat considerations of another nature apply to rhyme, which 
is as much a trick of language as the “ pillow-words” and 
“ pivots” of the Japanese. Rhyme is a mere jingle. It 
bears to the genuine masic of poetry much the same relation 
that the shaking of a tambourine does to the peal of a 
mighty orgau. It is useful in cradle ditties and mnemonics. 
Many a school boy has been saved from a false readering 
of the “present future” by Dr. Arnold’s delightful doggrel:— 
‘Oh! never translate, pucr admedum care, 


I’m going to plough by ewm ions arare, 
With oe the has got nothing to do, 
Be sum araturus the Latin for you.” 


and iufaut lips will lisp “the bouse that jack built” with 
infinite delight for ceaturies to come, but for the rest, 
rhyme represents a phase of European sentiment which has 
no counterpart in Japan, aud it is inevitable that the 
translator who attempts to be also a rhymster must often 
dislocate and sometimes patch his original if he forces it 
into a mould it was never destined to fit. Mr. Aston, who 
to our thinking has been exceptionally happy ia his occa- 
sional rendering of Japanese pieces, never essayed rhyme, 
aud the fullewing specimou will suffice to determiue whether 
his work has suffered iu consequence :-— 


*¢ Gentle is the rise of the hills, 
Bearing hundreds of trees, . 
Pleasant is the murmur of the rapids, 
As downward they rush. 


“So long as in ee income — 
When the nighti e comes and si 
* the rocks brocade-like flowers blossom 
Brightening the mountain foot: 
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‘©So long as in the Autamn 
(When the stag calle to his mate) 
The red leaves fall hither and thither 
Wounded by the showers, 
The heaven be-clouding : 


‘¢ For many thousand years 
May his life be prolonged 
To rule over all under heaven 


In the great palace, 
Destined to remain unchanged 
For huncreds}of ages.” 


Mr. Chamberlain, however, has decmed rhyme essential, 
as a substitute perhaps in part for the “ pivots " he 
necessarily omits. He has thereby added largely 
to the difficulty of his task, and whether any com- 
pensatory nxdvantage is attained inay be well accounted 
doubtful. Yet we must confess that the ability he displaya 
almost compels us to endorse his judgement. Here, for 
example, are a few verses whose sonorous cadence and 
perfectly graceful diction leave nothing to be desired :— 


“* And eo I trusted, that till old and 
The heav'ns and earth should on other fall, 
Nara might sparkle with perennial glory 
And Nara's palace the Lord of all. 


‘But Nara too must yield, as yield all mortals, 
To the great King’s inscrutable commands : 

Her beauty fades ; the court deserts her portals, 
Like birds of passage seeking other lands. 


“ Here in these streets, where high-born throngs advancing, 
And neighing steeds erst made the heav'ns resound, 
No step is heard, no chargers more are prancing, ° 
Sad desolation covers all the ground.” 


Mr. Chamberlain himself answers our objections by poiut- 
ing out, that “English blank verse is, in reality, ns 
different from the Japanese metre as is English rhymed 
verse,” but such a reply only suggests a confusion between 
rhyme and metre. The majority of English blank verses 
bave been written in petameter, but trochees, anapests, 
sapphics, alcaics, and many other classical measures have 
been found well adapted to the same purpose, and we fail 
to see how any general distinction, in point of metre, can 
be made between English blank and rhymed verse. Per- 
haps, however, this is hypercritical. Mr. Chamberlain's 
practice will certainly obtain more support than our theory, 
but, to tell the trath, his work is so admirable that we 
would fain see it relieved from an impediment which must 
at times prove almost insuperable and can seldom repay the 
trouble of surmounuting. 

One thing is rendered very evident by a perusal of the 
volame before us: Japanese poetry is essentially of the 
Reflective or Perceptive order. It reminds us, now of 
Wordsworth, now of Keats, but never of Shakespeare or 
Homer. Sometimes, indeed, we fiud a thonght that recalls 
Tennyson, Compare, for example, 


“ Tears idle tears, 1 know not what they mean 
Tears from the depths of some divine despair, 
Rise from the heart and gather to the eyes, 
In looking on the happy autumn fields 
And thinking on the days that are no more.” 


« A thousand thoughts of tender vague regret 
Crowd on my soul, what time I stand and gaze 
On the soft-shining autumn moon ; and yet 
Not to me only speaks her silv’ry haze.” 


We might have expected that since the same influences 
were at work in Japan as in Europe during the imiddle 
ages, the snine, or at any rate tolerably similar, mental 
phases would have resulted. But it was not so. Like 
medieval Europeans, the Japanese of tho Manyoshu era 
exhausted all the resource of sestheties and handicraft on the 
decoration of the gorgeous arms and armour their warriors, 
bore, and for them too, without doubt, the world had 
nothing more beautiful than “a young kuight riding out in 
morning sunshine,” the impersonification of strength and 
fealty. Yet they never seem to have possessed any admira- 
tiou of human beauty. Fiom first to last they remained 
the subjects of oue influence ; the influence of nature -— 
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“ Near to the valley stands my humble cot. 
The village nestles ‘neath the cooling shade 
Of lofty timber ; but the silent glade 

Not yet re-echoes with the cuckoo’s note.” 


This is the fashion of their song ; always gentle, always 
plaintive : finding placid inspiration fu flowers, leaves, the 
purling of the brook and the hazes of the moon-light, but 
never bursting into that iron glow, that white heat, when 
the “intellect rises till it is strong enough to assert its rule 
against or together with, the utmost efforts of the passions, 
Yet there is little, if any, resemblance between Japanese 
poetry and the English so called “ pastoral” verse of the 
17th and 18th centuries. This has been well described as a 
medlay of foolish sentimentality, morbid fear, curious 
ignorance and affected erudition; that is a simple expression 
of feelings that make comrades of nature's lights and shadows 
and love her alike for her warnings and her sympathy. 


‘* Since the far natal hour of earth and heaven 
Man never ceased to cry, 

That neer to aught in this our world ‘twas given 
To last eternally. 


‘<If upward gazing on the moon of light 
That hangs in heav’n’s high plain, 

I see her wax, twill not be many a night 
Before that moon shall wane. 


« And if in spring each twig puts forth his flow’s 
On all the hills around, 

Dew chilled and storm-ewept in dull autumn hours 
The leaves fall to the ground. 


‘“Such too is man : soon pales the ruddy cheek 
The raven locks soon fade ; 

And the fresh smile of morn, ’twere vain to seek 
Amid the evening shade. 


‘‘ And I that gaze upon this mortal ecene, 
My tears flow down for ever, 

Where all is viewless as the wind 
And fleeting as the river.” 


But space fuils us. We would fain ask our readers to 


joiu us for another hour in the perusal of this delightful 


volume, but we have nothing to say that cau enhance its 
inerits, and when we seek to select, we fiud in each piece 
some beauty that forbids its exclusion. We shall there.ore 
conclude with one more extract, not because what we have 
written is by xoy means a measure of our applause, but 
because the “Classical Poetry of the Japanese” will speak 
for itself much more forcibly than any words of ours could. 
“¢ Oft in the misty Spring 


The vapours roll o'er Mount Mikasa’s crest, 
While, pausing not to rest, 

The birds each morn with plaintive note do sing. 
Like to the mists of Spring 

My heart is rent ; for, like the song of birds, 
Still all unanswered ring 

The tender accents of my passionate words. 
I call her ev'ry day 
Till daylight fades away ; 
I call her every night 
Till dawn restores the light ;— 

But — pray'rs are all too weak to bring 
My 


ling back to sight.” 








THE CAPTURE AND CAPTIVITY OF PERF 
GIOVANNI BATISTA SIDOTTI IN JAPAN 
FROM 1709 TO 1715. 


Translated from the Pa ZF & fg of Arar Hakv-seEkl, 
ly the Rev. W. B. Wricar. 





[Read before the Asiatic Society of Japan, March 8, 1881.] 


On the 6th day of the 12th mouth of Boshi (the Rat), in 
the 5th year of the Héyei period (Jan. 16, 1709), I heard 
at the Sei-tei (?) that in the preceding 8th month there 
was a wild man who hnd come and stayed in an island of 
the Osumi province, Except such words as ‘ Nippon,” 
“ Yedo,” “ Nagasaki,” and the like, his language could not 
be understood. He wrote on paper a number of circles, 
and pointing to them said, “ Roma, Namban, Roxon, Kas- 
teira, Kirishitao,” and so on. “When he said “ Roma” he 
pointed tu himself. This affair was reported to Nagusnki. 
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When enquiry was made of the Ilollanders, they enid : 
“ Roma is the name of a place in Italy and belongs to the 
Lord of the Ten-shu-kiyé sect. Roxon, Kasteira and so 
forth we don’t know at all.” Also, when they asked men 
of Nankin, Ningpo, Amoy, Taiwan, Canton, Tonkin and 
Siam, they said they had heard that Kirishitan was the 
name of a corrupt sect, but they did not know anything 
more. The government told this to me. When I heard 
this I said that I could not uuderstand the fact of his lau- 
guage not being comprehended. ‘Ihe authorities ovce more 
asked why. I replied, “I have heard and remembered 
what men of old said, viz., ‘as the men of that country 
understend very well the tongues of all lands, in former 
times when the southern barbarians first came, as they were 
able to understand very well the laugaages of our country 
in five or six days’ time, at last they also preached 
their doctrine.’ That doctrine was spread abroad iu this 
country, and for many years the meu of that country 
were always coming and going. When their doctrine was 
rohibited, a great number of my countrymen who fol- 
owed that teaching were sent over to that land. ‘here- 
fore the meu of that country perhaps will understand the 
language of this laud very well. If those who come seek- 
ing anything in our country did not understand this 
language, how will they accomplish their desire? But as 
the languages of the Five Parts are not the same, and 
among them are ancient words, I don’t know to what part 
of our country the language they have learnt may belong. 
As it is nearly a hundred years since the men of that coun- 
try have ceased to come hore, in the language of that time 
there will be differences from the present mode of specch. 
If we tell the Roman’s words to men who know those old 
words, his words will not be beyond comprehension. I 
don’t uuderstand what the Hollanders mean. Again, 
Roxon from the time of the Sô and Gen until now being 
written Roson, jars that have come from that couutry are 
thought convenient by my countrymen to keep tea in, and 
the name of Roson jars is understood by every one; and 
Kasteira being a country near the land called Italy, former- 
ly there was a time wheu cakes made and sent from that 
place were brought here, and now, too, there are such 
cakes. These things even such as I understood, when I 
heard. Then is it not very absurd that men of those parts 
should not be able to understand?” So I said, and the 
government thought so too. Then I heard that that man, 
in accordance with the law of Nippon, must be punished. 
That year passed over. As on the 10th day of the Ist 
month of Kichi in the 6th year (Feb. 19th, 1709) there 
was court mourning (for Iyenobu), this matter could not 
be heard. That year also came nearly toan end. In the 
beginning of the 11th month of last year the govern- 
ment said: “The foreigner who came to Osumi will 
soon arrive here. You must investigate the cause of this 
affair.” Also they copied and sent to me the letter sent from 
Kagoshima last year to the officials of Nagasaki. The 
reason of this was, that they did not yet know the cause of 
his having come to Japan. Again, as what I ssid was pre- 
Vious to this, they summoned me to the Shôgun to cause 
me to make enquiries. And if it were only the Nipponesc 
language, I could have understood his Ianguage a little, but 
as the names of places and men, and that doctrine had many 
peculiar sounds, and this doctrine was prohibited; as there 
were things not understood, too, by the Hollander interpre- 
ters, truly this matter is difficult. With respect to this, as J 
thought there might be some translations of these words in 
the commissioners’ office, I said, “If there are such books, 
be so good as to lend them to me.” The officials were 
ordered to do so, and three books came from the office. 
When they had lent them and I looked into them, the 


principal doctrines of that religion appeared, but those. 


words were not translated. But in them were one or two 
things not uuworthy of attention. So then having heard 
that that man was come, they summoned him on the 22nd 
day of the same month to the commissioners’ ofticd. On 
the previous day I met the officials of the commission, 
Yokota Bitchiu no Kami and Yanagisawa IIachirözayemon, 
and made an appointment about this matter. On that day, 
Just after the l:our of mi (11) I went to meet him there 
(Kirishitan Yashiki is at Koishikawa), and having met the 
commissioners, I saw the things he had brought with him. 

saw moucy newly coined iu this country and vestments 
mate of white liueu, aud ou the back a red stainp with the 
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usme of Nara in this country. As I showed them also to 
the commissioners and others, there could be no doubt. 
Though they thought it so strange as not to be able to 
understand it, having all finished looking they called the 
interpreters, who had been sent from Nagasaki with this 
man. (The chief interpreter was called Imamura Genzaye- 
mon Hidemari, the assistants Shinagawa Heijiré and Kafuku 
Kiz6. I don’t kuow the proper names of these two.) 
When I saw these men I turned to them and said: “ Please 
say to the commissionors, ‘Formerly, when the Namban 
came to Nagusaki, there were interpreters of their tongue in 
Nippon, aud before that roligion was forbidden by law, 
there were also interpreters ; but since those men have all 
died, there will not be any who understand this branch of 
learning. Much more, from the commencement of the 
prohibitory lnws, even by mistake to have spoken of these 
matters invites severe punishment. Although people may 
have heard and known them, they do not speak at all of 
them. So then, as 70 or 80 years have passed away. 
there won’t be any one who can kuow that lan- 
guage. As the langnages of the Five Parts are not the 
sume, for example now, if we spoke the Mutsu dialect to » 
Nagasnki man there would be many words not understood. 
But while this is so, yet because they are all our mother 
tongue, if we suppose ‘that’ to mean ‘this,’ even if we are 
not certain of all, we have a general notion of the meaning. 
If I look at the map of the world, Italy and Holland are 
within the enme continent of Europe, and not so far 
separated as Nagasaki and Mutsn. Therefore if we 
suppose that you speak with the Dutch language to an 
Italian, seven or eight words out of ten will be auderstood. 
But when you are speaking on behalf of government, it 
won't do to speak by conjecture: you must learn to epeak 
correctly. ‘The present mode, too, is different from former 
modes of speech. Now we don’t use the former mode of 
public speaking. Since it is necossary for me to understand 
this man’s language, even though the interpreters don’t 
understand all his words, yet let them make a conjectare 
and tell me, and I also, thinking that their words correctly 
agree with the meaning of his words, will accept and use 
them even though I don’t understand. ‘Therefore in con- 
jJecturing their meaning, though they should mistake them 
a little, it will he no crime. Of course as they have not 
studied this language, although there may be some things 
not understood, please don’t blame this.’” They replied 
that they agreed with all this. When it was past three 
o'clock he was called out, and two men, ove at each side, 
kept guard, and he saluted the persons present. They 
ordered him to sit down, aud then the commissioners came 
to the side of a table. (That house faced the south and 
there was a wooden verandah; the table was placed three feet 
from it. The commissioners sat near the verandah, but I 
sat a little in the rear. The chief interpreter was on the 
west side of the verandah. The assistant interpreters knelt 
on the east side. As the Roman had come from a distance 
in a nortmon he could not walk; therefore even iu coming 
from the prison he came in a kago. Therefore, too, the 
two men held him up by the armpits: When he had sat 
down by the table, one horse-soldier aud two foot-soldiers 
were beside and behind him, and knelt on mats. The rest 
of the arrangements were similar to this.) His height was 
over six feet; he was taller than ordinary men, his 
head the shape of a censor, his hair black, his eye 
deep set, a high nose, and he wore a brown staffed 
small-sleeved Nipponese pongee silk robe. This garment 
he had received from the Lord of Satsuma. Next 
the skin he wore a white culico shirt. (Wheu he sat down 
he made the ceremony ofthe sign ofsome letter with his right 
hand on his forehead, and afterwards he always did the 
same. I have written the shape of it at the end of this 
book.) So then the commissioners spoke to the Roman 
through an interpreter. When they did so, he made an 
obeisance and replied. Then the commissioners said, that 
as the weather was very cold they wished to givo him a 
garment ; but he would not receive it. The reason was, 
as I heard, that he was not allowed by the rules of his re- 
ligion to receive from any but disciples. “ But since suck 
like as food was necessary to sustain precious life that he 
might accomplish the commands of his King, it was quite 
enough to receive the benevolence of this country hy eating 
its rice; Low could be oppose this rule of his religion aad 
receive clothes ? As he is wearing a garment which he re- 
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received at first in Satsuma, he is not cold, and they must not 
distress themselves.” After this talk was ended, all the 
commissioners saluted me and bid me sit down beside them. 
Aud that day I made no other enquiries except that I bid 
the interpreters ask as to tho condition of the Roman coun- 
try, and heard the Roman’s reply. (I brought the map of 
the world and enquired the state of the various countries. 
This map, being mado in Japan, was not precise ; but as I 
had heard that there was an old map, in the commissioners’ 
office, they promised to briug it.) When they asked him 
about this matter, I found that it was not so difficult to 
understand as I thought it would be. Only, as his words 
were a mixture of the dialects of the Five Parts spoken 
with his native accent, though I thought the words were so 
and so, I had some doubts. He also, thinking we did not 
understand him well, often repeated the same words over, 
but there were a good many mistakes in his talk. Aud 
moreover, he pronounced the names of those places and per- 
sous according to the manner of his country, bat enquired 
carefully, aud distinguished the names well, and as the in- 
terpreters bad learned the Dutch language well, he taught 
them to pronounce what, led by former habits, they could 
not pronounce asthe Roman did. Also after one hour of 
questioning I myself conversed with him. As it was now 
eveuing I informed the commissioners that I would 
come again, and then was about to return home. 
Just then the Roman, turning to the interpreter, said : 
“The cause of my coming to Nippon is to respect- 
fally teach my doctrine and thus benefit all, and 
save men. But since comiug to Nippon, I have caused 
trouble to many, which distresses my couscience. Siuce I 
arrived here, this year has nearly ended. ‘The weather is 
cold; the climate, too, is severe and snow will soon fall. 
It is traly « source of sorrow, that men, beginning with 
these Samurai, shoald have to guard me day and night. I 
suppose the reason of thus guarding me is from the fear 
that I may run away. My coming without fear over many 
thousaud miles of wind and waves, is that at all hazards I 
may come and tell the message of my Lord to Nippon. I 
have come by my own desire. And ao I shall certainly not 
leave aud go elsewhere ; and though I ran away, I could 
not stay oue day in a place unknown, as I am not like the 
men of this country. But if you are gunrding me by the 
Shégun’s command, it would not be right to be negligent 
in this. The daytime does not matter, but as the night is 
truly miserable for the guards, put on mauacles and fetters 
and place me bound in the prison. If you should do so, 
the night guards will be able toslcep. Please mention 
this to the commissioners.” When the commiseioners had 
heard this, they thought it very frightful. I said to them : 
“TI should not have thought him so deceitful ;” and the 
prisouer having heard me, and seeming to dislike me very 
much, said: “It would be shameful for any one not to 
speak the trath ; much more since there is a special com- 
mandment of my religion with respect to telling lies. From 
the time I came to understand the principles of this religion 
until now, I have not told avy uutruths. Notwithstand- 
oa deg is it that you have said such a thing of me?” I 
a him, “In what you said now, did you say, ‘ the year 
being nearly over and the climate cold, it is unendurable to 
see these guards having to keep watch day aud vight’’’? 
“* Yos,” he replied. “If so, then, I think you spoke de- 
ceitfully, because it is considered very important, aud is by 
command of the government ; and since the commissioners 
have received orders and so commanded you to be guarded, 
as they are anxious (hat nothing untoward should happen 
to you, inasmuch as your clothes are thin, they wished to 
give you cluthes, but you won't receive those garments. 
If it is as you now said, why do you cause them such 
anxiety? If you don’t care ou account of your religious 
rule, why is it that at all events you don’t care for the sake 
of those who are in charge of you? ‘Therefore if what you 
suid now is true, what you said before isa lie. Anyhow 
explain to me what is your meaning.” He replied: “ Since 
Thave heard your words, I think that what I said before 
was a mistake, therefore I will receive the garment, and 
set the commissioners’ minds at rest.” ‘Ihe commissioners 
_ were glad that ho had epoken such a good thing. The 
Roman, turning again to the interpreter, said : “If it is all 
the same, I humbly wish not to receive silk robes,—only 
cotton ones.” 


As it had grown dark during this talk, they took him 
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back to prison, and I, too, went back tomy house. On the 
25th evening I called tho interpreters to my house, and 
asked some things I hud not understood the day before. 
Agaiu on the 25th I went there aud met the commissioners, 
and we summoned the Roman ouce more. On this day the 
map of the world that was in the commissioners’ house was 
brought, and I inquired many things about Romn and rather 
in detail. He said: “ ‘This map was made more than 70 
years ago, aud even at Réma there are not many like it ; 
but in some parts it is unfortunately frayed and toru. If 
these were mended, it might be hauded down to the future.” 
This day we spent in converse from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
sent him back. That day he proffered his thanks a second 
time for the cotton clothes to the commissioners. [ 
suggested that they should go and see the interior of the 
prison, and went as guide; and when they arrived, they 
saw on the north side of the prison a house. Formerly the 
teachers of that doctrine who had returned to orthodoxy 
were put there. There were living in it an old couple ; as 
the commissioners came, they went out to meet them, 
These were the children of some criminals, aud having 
become slaves thereby, were given as servants to some one 
kept here, and they had beceme man and wife. These had 
not received that doctrine, but as they had been servants to 
Christians from childhood, they were not allowed outside 
the prison. Well, they looked at that prison. It was 
large, separated into three by thick boards ; they had placed 
the missionary in the west room. He had cut red paper 
into the shape of a cross and pasted iton the west wall, 
and was reciting his prayers, so as to read them under the 
cross, To the south of this dwelling was another house. 
There the warders kept watch. After I had seen 
these things I returned home. On the 30th I went 
ngain. This day, as the commissioners said I need not 
go with them, I did not go. We enquired more in detail 
this day what we had asked briefly some days before. So 
the day passed over. What we had enquired about before 
only related to his country. We had not asked the cause 
of his coming here, and the object of his religion. He 
used to explain the matters of his religion, whenever 
the words came up, but I made no reply. On the next 
day I said to tho authorities, ‘“‘Up to yesterday this 
man’s examiuntion has lasted about three days. Now 
Ican understand his words without mistake, and I think 
that he cau understand my words well. Henceforth I thiuk 
it would be well to enquire the cause why he has come. 
If not, as assuredly his talk will be about the principles of 
his religion, perhaps the commissioners will come together 
aud you will be pleased to order me to hear the reason of 
this matter.” They signified their approval. I also told 
the commissioners and bid them meet. On the 4th of the 
twelfth month I went to the commissioners’ office, and the 
cotimissiouers also met there. They had him out of prison, 
and I asked him why he came to Nippon, and what 
doctrines he came here to spread. When I had done so, 
he rejoiced very much, and said: “ Six years ago I heard 
that I was to come here as a messenger, and enduring many 
thousand iniles of wind and waves, at last I have arrived 
at this capital. But as this day, if I lived in my own land, © 
would be the beginuiog of New Year, a time when all men 
are rejoicing together, I thiuk it truly a joyful thing that 
to-day, for the first time since I came to Japan, I am asked 
nbout my religion.” (Iu that sect at Rémn perhaps the 
calendar may be different on the 4th of 12th month.) He 
spoke fully about his religion. His doctrine was different 
iu one respect from what was in the three volumes lent from 
the commissioners’ office. Only there were a few verbal 
differences, aud the names of places and men were spelt 
differently, all the sounds being slightly altered. In respect 
of general knowledge and good memory even at Réma he 
was considered very learnod. In astronomy and geography 
the Nipponese could not come near him at all. I enquired 
as to tho ancient matters at Réma, fand he said: 
“There: are many kinds of learning there; among 
these I am acquainted with 16. For example, as 
to astronomy and so forth, the first day I met him, 
as the day was nearly ended, I enquired of the com- 
missioners, “What hour may it be? As there is no bell to 
strike the hour in the neighbourhood, I don’t know.” 
Then turning his head and observing the position of the 
sun, aud looking at his own shadow, bending his fingers, 
and calculating, he said: ‘In my country’s fashion, it is 
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such a division of such an hour, of such a day, of such a 
mouth and year.” This was by the triangular sun-dial 
method, and appeared very simple to him, but I don’t 
think you would say it was very casy. 

Again, I opened the map of the world, made in Holland, 
aud goiug through all parts of Lurope, at last I asked. 
“Where is Roma?” but as the names were written iu 
small barbariau letters, even the interpreters could not 
understand. But he said, “Is there a Chiruchisusuya ? ” 
“ There is not,” replied tho interpreter. ‘ What is it?” 
I said. He said, “In the Dutch language it is called 
hassuru, in Italian, compass.” When I said, “I have one,” 
aud taking it out of my pocket gave it, he said: ‘ This is 
not quite servicenble, because its point is shaky ; but it is 
better than nothing.” Seeing that there was in the map a 
measuring scale painted small, he took a pen, copied those 
nambers and using that compass, calculated the minute 
number. ‘That map was on the table, his body on a seat 
iu the garden, but stretching out his hand, he looked out 
alive drawn like a spider's thread on that small painted 
space, reaching with the compass a part his haud could 
not get to, so as to be able to count on both sides, aud 


sayiug, ‘‘ Be pleased to look here,” he pointed with the|- 


com to it. So when I looked, the point of the compass 
had stopped withiu a small circlo like the eye of a needle. 
The interpreter said that on the side of that circle the 
word “Réma” was written. Besides this I asked about 
Holland and all its provinces, and he knew them all with- 
out a mistake as before; and when we looked for Nippon 
iu the map, and asked, “ Where is Yedo?” as before, he 
said, “Here it is.” And when we looked at tho place, 
it was written “ Yedo” in foreign letters. It appeared 
that these things were all fixed, but I imagine that 
if he had not been accurate in these things, it would 
truly be difficult to do. I said, “If I studied all these 
thiugs, could I acquire them?” “ Truly, they are easy,” 
he replied. Again I said, “As I don’t know mathematics 
well, perhaps it would be difficult.” “By no menus ; 
even without knowing mathomatics, you cau learn it vory 
easily,” said he. And again he was very careful to show his 
approval, even in small things. Whon he sat beside the 
table in the gurden, he first folded his hands and made a 
bow, and with his right haud he made the sign on his fore- 
head, and afterwards closing his eyes, sut down, but like a 
statue, without any movement. Whenever the commis- 
sioners rose up, he also stood up and made obeisance and 
then sat ngain. When they came back to their seat, he 
also stood aud made a bow. Everyday he acted in the 
same mauner. Once, on seeing a commissioner sneeze, he 
looked at him and repented a form of incantation, and then 
turning to the interpreter he said: “The weather and 
climate are cold. Can’t you put on avother coat? My 
countrymen are carcful about sneezing. Formerly, people 
in my land were everywhere scized with this sneezing sick- 
neas.” Aguin, the iuterpreters using the Latin language, 
corrected the mistakes in his use of the Nipponose language. 
When they did so, he praised them highly. I having heard 
their words, laughed and said, “ The interpreters have 
only imperfectly learned the Dutch langunge, and their 
old habits can’t be done away, which are unlike the present 
mode of speaking. Ofcourse you are used to our lan- 
guage.” Again as he couid not sny in our language the 
words, “In the Dutch men-of-war there are placed in the 
sides many weapons; these are in three compartments— 
middle, upper, and lower, aud they stick the great guns 
through the port holes,” and even to say it by a figure was 
not very easy, I stretched out my Icft hand eidewise, and 
sticking out three finger tips of my right hand between the 
four fingers, I shewed them to him, and he said, “It is ex- 
actly so,” and turning to the interpreters said, “It is very 
clever.” Again, when I inquired how far the country of 
Nowa Oranda is from here, he did not reply. I askod a 
second time, and turning to the interpreter, he said: “In 
the great laws of my religion there is nothing more im- 
portant than that about murder. How can I tell people and 
help them to find other countries ?” When I heard his 
words, not being able to comprehend them, I asked through 
the interpreter, “How docs he mean ?” He said. “ Even 
though I should know, I must not answer matters about 
those countries.” Once again, when I asked his opinion, 
he said, “ As I have only lately seen the people of Nippon, 
I don’t know matters relating to Nippoa, but if you were au 
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iohabitaut of my country you would do five things. As 
Nowa Oranda is not far from here, if this person should desire 
to take that country, it would be very easy. Therefore I 
refuse,” said he, “ plainly to tell the way there or to show 
how to conquer any one’s country.” I heard this and felt 
sorry the commissioners too should have heard it, and said, 
with a laugh, “In regard to what I have now heard, even 
if I had that desire, as there is a strict law ia my country, 
I could not send even one soldier there.” All his examina- 
— * a similar style. 

en he came to speak about his religion, it a to 
be uot in the slightest respect like the * way. PPVindow 
and folly became suddenly interchanged in him; at first I 
had thought him very intelligent, but when he began to 
explain his doctrine, he became like a fool ; it was just as if 
one had heard the words of two men. At this point, though 
I knew that although Roman learning is well accas- 
tomed to deal only with matter and mechanics, and is ac- 
quainted with things derived from matter, yet it is not 
acquainted with things above matter; yet I thought that 
perhaps the doctrine of the existence of a Creator may not 
be fulse. So then after that our talk ended. 
I presented two volumes to the government, in which I 
had written the main poiuts of our couversation. As it 
already had been distinctly determined, an order was given 
by the Shogun to the commissioners to this effect: “The 
religion of Yaso has been prohibited iu Nippon from of old. 
Now with respect to that Roman’s coming here, since he 
says that he came here to complain that former messengers 
were truly not deserving of punishment, he must have come 
to bring letters from Roma. However, he bas come de- 
ceitfully without such letters to our land. Even if his 
words were truce, we must regard the subsequent cireum- 
stances with suspicion. But since he says he is au envoy 
from his country, we must not put him to death. After 
this we shall wait for the production of testimony as to 
what he says, and deal accordingly.” I thought to myself, 
—Hereafter, too, Romans will de continnally coming here. 
Therefore, for tho snke of the future, I wrote down all the 
circumstances of the present matter, said to the Govern- 
ment that I would present it, aud when I had written it, 
did so. 

A little while after this the Shogun died, and ia the 
4th year of the Shötoku period (1714), the winter 
of Kogo, the couple who were servants of the Yaso 
teacher who had conformed to orthodoxy confessed 
openly, [This teacher's name was Kurokawa Jian. I 
don’t know well whether bis true name was not Franchsiuko 
Shan ; and the names of the servants were—the man, 
Chésuke; the woman, Harn.] They said: * Formerly 
when our master was alive, he secretly taught us his 
doctrine ; but we did not know that he acted contrary to 
the Jaws of the land forbidding the religion of Yaso, :when 
he taught that doctrine. Now that we have become very 
old, we have seeu how this Roman, not regarding his life 
for the snke of religion, has come many thousand miles, is 
captured aud dwelling in prison, aud loath as we are to lose 
the short span of this life, yet as it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the soul prison, we have received the doctrine from 
him and become believers. As it would be opposing the 
goodness of the government not to confess these things, we 
confess thus much. However it may turn out for us, we 
ask that we may be dealt with for our crime according to 
the Jaws.” When they confessed, the commissioners sepa- 
rated the two from each other. “Che next year (1715), in 
the 8rd month, when the Hollanders came to Nippou, we 
interpreted the Roman’s words. The crime of haviog 
secretly given instruction to the old couple in opposition to 
his former words was examined into, and ho was bound in 
prison. Theu he showed his real thoughts ; raising his 
voice, he abused the commissioners, called out the names of 
the old couple, and strengthening their faith, censed not day 
and night advising them to hold steadfast uutil death. The 
Hollanders who came this year said they bad heard that 
Tomas ‘Tetcrunou, who weut first to Peking, went there, 
but immediately returned to Roma. The renson was, that 
when he came first to Peking, they heard that he could not 
remain because he was hated by the people of Peking. 
Aud now this man’s coming to Nippon is perhaps unknown 
to his country people; Lut perhaps if we reflect, he may 
have committed some crime in his native land, aud iu ac- 
corduuce with the laws of the land was to be put to death ; 


460 








but having thought how he could expiate his crime, as he 
wished to come here and do something to be of advantage 
for bis country, perhaps the Romau government thought, 
“If he should go to Nippon and bring about intercourse 
with our country, truly it would be good for us; and 
even though he should be killed in accordance with 
the law there, we don’t care.” The Hollanders said to 
me that it was probably in accordance with that wish 
that he had been sent to Nippon. What the Hollanid- 
ers said, too, was reasonable ; but I don’t think it was 
so. In my opinion, they thought the period had arrived 
when the religion of Yaso, as they observed it, should 
be spread, and sent him to Nippon to try. If I am 
asked why, when I consider the gold and copper cuins 
coined here which he had with him, I see that when I first 
heard of his having with him Ogon and other money and 
iron cash, he said: “In my country gold and silver is 
not sought for, but through the alms of all Europe 
plenty comes iuto the country.” Also he said that 
“much gold goes out into the country of Roxon, and from 
all parts of Nippon mach gold and silver goes forth and is 
taken by the Spaniards.” And said he, “ Without the 
trouble of enquiring of these things in my native couutry, 
yet if I wrote a letter to Roxon an answer would come 
immediately to Nippon.” These things were fixed in my 
memory and I did not understand at that time why he 
came to Nippon, but I thought this: “ When he lived in 
his own land, he heard that the gold and iron coins had 
become altered in Nippon, and thought, perhaps, people 
may have become poor there ; if so there will certainly be 
distress. When the people are suffering, the command of 
the government prohibiting the religion of Yaso will not be 
kept. Even thongh it be observed, if J drew people with 
money to this doctrine, that prohibition will cease. And so 
he may have come to Nippon.” After this we had no talk 
about the money. However, on the 7th day of the 10th 
month of this year, that Chésuke died. He was 55 years 
old. After the middle of the month, the Roman also be- 
coming ill, died on the 2ist day of the month, He was 
about 47 years of age. . 

As there is something I had mentioned to the govern- 
ment previously, I now write these things in full which 
were asked aud replied to, in three volumes. When I first 
wrote all the circumstances of this affair, I copied out the 
whole of what the Nagasaki officials told the Yedo com- 
missioners, aud advised the government of it. In it I 
wrote what he said of all foreign couutries. In the end I 
have written all the conversations that passed between us. 
As it is now a long time since this happened, there are 
many things forgotten. As to the meaning of those words 
and bis language, there may be many blunders. The things 
in it relating to all foreign countries I will pablish aud 
show to any one who seeks to know fully about foreign 
countries ; but the things written at the close of the book 
might be shown to any one, yet if the government should 
ask about this, it can be said that it would be wrong to 
shew them to other persons. 





FLY SHEET (THE FIRST COMING OF THE ROMAN TO NIPPON). 


Ata village named Kuriu, in the island of Yakusbima, 
in the country of Hamo and province of Osumi, a fisherman 
named Kuboura and some others of the province of Awa 
came, and staying there, were engaged in fishing. On the 
28th day of the 8th month of the Rat, in the 5th year of 
the Héyei period (Oct. 10, 1709), these seven men were in 
their boat, and came to the part of the sea lying out from 
Yudomari village in Yakushima ; more than three ri away 
from tho land they saw there was a ship larger than they 
had ever seen before. As these zeven men were returning to 
Kuria, a boat was lowered from the ship, a sail hoisted, and 
they came towards the fishermen, As they cams rowing 
towards them, and were only 10 ken away they saw in that 
boat 10 men euch as they had never seen before. One was 
paddling, ‘They came quickly on, but the fishermen got to 
land, and that boat returned to theship. That evening the 
villagers looked nud saw out at sea from a village of Yaku- 
shima named Onown the many-sniled ship that had pulled 
up the boat go towards the east. 


ship had gone to. 


Ou the morrow, the morning of the 29th, the ship which 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 



































their names to the commissioners at Nagasaki. 
letter they wrote on the 13th day of the 9th month. 
Those Karé, viz., Shimamura Okura, Shimamura Shégen, 
Niiro Ichi no Kami, and Tauegashima Kurando wrote 
and signed it. The Nagasaki commissioners were Nagai 
Sanuki no Kami and Bessho Harima no Kami. 


away to Nagasaki. 


the words he spoke—I mean, “ Réma,” “ Roxon,” 
so fotth, as mentioned above.) The authorities summoned 





When it was night, as it 
beeaine cold, nll went home and could not tell where the 
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appeared the day before on the sea near Yodomari village 
two ri west of Onoma, was there, but as the north wind 
was strong, it sailed away to the south. At the half hour 





of the Horse (12.30 p.m.) that ship had quite disappeared. 
That day a farmer named Tébei, of the village of Koido- 
mari iv Yakushima, 
burn charcoal ; and as he was cutting wood, hearing a 
voice behind, he looked back. A man with a long sword 
beckoned to him, but he did not understand his words. As he 
appeared to he asking for water, Tébei went near and gave 
him some, 
drinking, 
account of the sword, would not go near again. The man, 
conjectaring Tébei’s thoughts, put away the sword, and 
then Tébei drew near and 
as Tébei thought he must have landed from among the 
men rowing the boat on 
neither sword nor money, 
No ship nor any other man appeared. Then Tébei, return- 
ing to his own house, sent a messenger to the neighbouring 
village and reported this matter.¥2lle then went with two 
men, one named Goroyemon, of the village of Hirnta, and 
the other Kihei to Matsushita, and met the foreigner. 
Then that man, pointing to Koidomari, seemed to say that 
he would go there. 
were tired, one helped him on, another 
the third held something like a bag which he had brought 

with him; and they came together to the house of the 

Koidomari villager without eating. That mau also took 

out two round Ogun and two square ones, and offered them 

to the houseowner, but he would not receive them. They 

could not converse or understand anything about him, but - 
his form was the same as that of the Nipponese. The 

tonsure was like that of the Nipponese ; on his body he 

had a blue cotton garment with the Yotsumeyni crost, 

dyed like the lines of a chessboard and with brown lining. 

The length of the sword wax two feet four inches ; he wore 

it on one side iu oar style. 
ears of the official who had charge of the island, he caused 
a place to be made to put him in, ata village called Miya- 
noura, and having removed him there, told the Lord of 
Satsuma. 


went ton place called Matsushita to 


andthen ran away. When the other had finished 
he called Tébei again and he being afraid on 


he gave Tébei one Ogon. Then 


the previous day, he would take 
but went away towards the shore. 


As it appeared as though his feet 
held his sword, and 


When this matter came to the 


The ministers of Satsuma sent up a report sealed with 
(That 


The 
Satsuma Karé requested tho commissioners to fetch them 
After that, word was also sent from 
Sateuma to Nagasaki of his making round signs, and of 
and 


the Hollanders first, and then all the foreigners living 
in Nagasaki, and enquired the meaning of the words 
spoken by him, but no one understood them. Morcover, 
as the winter was nearly over, and the north wind was 
constantly blowing, and waves were rongh on the sea, the 
ship that was couveying him was twice blown back, but 
the Satsuma nen worked hard, and not caring for wind or 
wave, came at last to Osumi province, from whence they 
sent him to Nagasaki. He asked very earnestly to go to 
Yedo, and it appeared he did not like to go to Nagnonki, 
but as they could not go with him to Yedo according to his 
wish, they came toa place belonging to Nagasaki named 
Aba, escorted by many other ships. Here they left the 
ship, took him to Nagasaki by land, and put him in prison. 
Then they made the interpreters who knew Dutch iuquire 
the enuse of his coming, but though they knew the names 
of the places, they did not understand anything else he said, 
and as the Roman said he disliked Hollanders, it was not 
thonght well to shew them to him. So placing paper screens 
between them, they caused the Hollandcrs to listen, but 
there were many things they did not understand ; and inns- 
much as his speech was half Nipponese, it was yct more diffi- 
culttocomprehend. But he seemed desirous of saying many 
things, and so at last it was said, “ You should tell what 
you wish to find out to the Dutch residents.” He replied, 
“T will du 60.” Among the Hollanders were a man named 
Atereyanto and Capitan Yasufuru Han Mansteru, who had 
learned the old Roman language. They went together 


April 23, 1881.] THE JAPAN 


— — — — — — — 





into the room where he was. (The language of that coun- 
try is the Latin tongue.) Through these the reason of his 
coming was learnt, and so the Nagasaki commissioners 
communicated with Yedo. 

Afterwards J heard that when he met the Hollanders he 
seemed to become very proud. ‘hey for some reason 
appeared to be afraid of him. They had learned that 
language, but as it was six years before, had furgotten it 
and did not understand very well what he said, but after 
he had explained, they comprehended by degrees. 

After that there is the matter of his conveyance hither 
from Nagasaki. 

In the summer of next year the government told the 
Nagasaki commissioners that he was to goto Yedo. There- 
fore, choosing three interpreters who had become accustom- 
ed since the previous year to his language, on the 26th day 
of the 9th month they left Nagasaki and came to Yedo 
in the middle of the 11th mouth. Then as the com- 
missioners who presided over the prohibition of the 
religion of Yaso received orders to that effect, he was placed 
in the prison of their office. What happened after that is 
as I have written before. The commissioners gave direc- 
tions that his daily rations should be fixed without change 
at all at what he had from his first arrival in Nagasaki 
until then. . 

(He always ate twice, after noon and sunset. At the 
two meals he had rice; in the soup were wheaten dump- 
lings fried iu thin sauce, and iu it herring or fish and onious 
were boiled ; a little vinegar and salt was putin. The 
dessert consisted of four roast chestnuts, two oranges, five 
dried persimmons, two round persimmons and one piece of 
cake. On his day of purification he ate only once,—at 
noon, but he ate dessert twice ou those days,—eight ronst 
chestnuts, four oranges, ten dried persimmecns, four round 
ones, and two pieces of cake. I don’t know whether he 
threw away the peel of his dessert. Even on fast 
days he ate fish, and after he came to Yedo he would 
not enter a bath even ouce, but he wasn’t a bit dirty : aud 
except when he was eating he drank neither cold nor hot 
water.) In the bag which he first brought with him were 
& copper image, a pniuted figure, vessels for offering things 
to it, vestments and a rosary ; and besides there were 16 
volumes of books, 181 pieces of gold Ogon shaped like a 
endzu (bell), 160 Ogon like a ball (dan), 48 pieces of gold 
coiued in the Nippon Genroku period, 70 Nippovese cash 
aud 81 cash of the Koki period. Six of the books were 
never out of his hand ; he used to recite from them. (As 
it would be useless to describe their appearance exactly, I 
don’t write it.) 

— Sth year, the middle of 2ud month of Itsubi 
1715). 
(Signed) Chikugo no Kami, Jugoi-no-ge, 
Minamoto no Kimi-yoshi. 
DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Satow thought it would be interesting to the mem- 
bers of the Society to know that there existed an account of 
the voyage of the Abbé Sidotti in the Spanish language, 
entitled “Relaciou del viage que hico el Abad D. Juan 
Baptista Sidoti, desde Mauila al Japon, embiado por el 
Papa Clemente XI.,” 1717, which had also been trauslated 
into Italian aud published in Rome in 171%. There was 
algo an account in the 7th volume of Charlevoix’ “ Histoire 
ct Description du Japon,” which concluded with the state- 
ment that he met with a violent dexth, but this was clearly 
disproved by Arai Hakuseki’s narrative. — 

Sa 
REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
Lonpon, 14th April, 1881. 

French troops crossed frontier to chastise marauders, Bey 
of Tunis invokes protection of Great Powers. 

LoXLox, 20th April, 1881. 

The Earl of Beaconetield is dead. 
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(The following Notes on various Japanese matters are chictly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
Original sources of information. and are carefully collated and 
edited, so as make them readable and intelligible. ] 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 
The Nichi Nichi Shinbua states that His Majesty the Ew- 
Peror visited the National Exhibition on the 14th lustaut, 
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leaving the Palace at 9 o’clock a.m. Their Imperial Highnesses 
Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya, Fushimi-no-Miya, His Excellency 
Tokudaiji, Minister of the Imperial Household Department, 
and several other officials formed the suite. The weather was 
fine, the cherry trees in the Uyeno Park in fall blossom, 
and His Majesty appeared to have been highly pleased. His 
Majesty left the Exhibition at 5-15 p.m. 

We learn (says the same paper) that Mr. Euomoto has not 
accepted his new appointment, that of Minister at Puris, though 
no reason is stated. We hear that His Excellency, Prime 
Minister Sanjo, invited him some days ago to his residence, 
where they had some lengthened conversation, and that a 
messenger has been sent to him from the Imperial Palace, con- 
veying some instructions from His Majesty the Emperor. 

The Hochi Shinbun says the occasion of the visit of His 
Majesty the Emperor to the Gakushiu In (the Nobles’ School) 
on the 15th instant, was, it is stated, the re-election of the 
manager of the school, and the great reforms lately introdaced 
into its mavagement. ll ill-behaved students have been dis- 
missed, and the roll of pupils has been greatly increased. Thus 
the school has been, as it were, rehabilitated, and very 


discernible improvements made. On this account His Majesty 


proposed to visit the establishment, in order to satisfy himself 
on the present condition of the improved regime. 

We take the following items also from this authority :—Mr. 
Soyeda, an official of the Foreign Department of the second 


class, will soon be despatched for Korea on official business. 
Mr. Matsudaira, Japanese Consul at Wladiwostock, will shortly 
return home. Lieutenants Oka and Sagara, residing at Korsa- 
koff and Canton respectively, have been recalled by the Gene- 
ral Staff office; the reason has not transpired. It is said to 
have been decided to grant fishery licenses from the Foreign 
Department from the first of this year to fishermen who 
engnge to prosecute their work at Saghalien. 


The Afainichi Shinbun says :—We stated yesterday that His 
Majesty the Emperor intended to go to Atsugi, Sagami pro- 


vince, in the beginning of next month ; we hear, however, that 


for some cause which has not transpired the visit has been 
decided to be on or about the 28th instant, and that several sub- 


ordinate officials have been despatched from the Imperial House- 
hold Department on the 13th inst., to inspect theroads. His 


Majesty will proceed to Kanagawa by train, and thence to Faji- 


sawa along the Tokaido. The day after his arrival, a sham battle 


will be held by the troops of the Imperial guard, at which His 
Majesty will attend. His Majesty will pass the night at Atsu- . 
gi, and will leave for the Capital next morning. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says that all matters connected 
with the construction of the new Imperial Palace have hither- 
to been managed in the Construction Bureau of the Pablic 
Works Department, but that hereafter a special grant will be 
set aside for this object ; and that Mr. Yoshii, Vice-Minister of 
Public Works, will be appointed Superintendent; and the 
salaries of all the other officials connected with the project will 
also be paid by special grant. 

We learn that His Imperial Highness Shige-no-Miya (son 
of Arisugawa-no-Miya), arrived at Marseilles on the 20th 
last month, and at Paris on the 22nd. Thence Dover was 
reached on the 24th., where His Imperial Highness was received 
by two secretaries from the Japanese Legatioh at London. 
His Imperial Highness has entered the Greenwich University. 

A vernacular journal also says that the appropriations for 
the Bureaux in the Agricultural and Commercial Department, 
have more or less been diminished and are considerably less 
than when these Bureaux were in the Home and Finance 


| Departments ; moreover the salaries of the Minister and Vice- 


Minister of the new Department are to be defrayed out of 
these allowances, and that the business of this Depart- 
ment relates to nothing but Agriculture aud Commerce as 
far as these branches may be assisted by protective enforce- 
ments without the material assistance previously rendered by 
Government. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that several important official 
conferences have been lately held by the Ministers of State. 

The Wainichi Shinbun states :—As previously announced Her 
Majesty the Empress visited the National Exhibition on the 
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NAVAL AND MILITARY. 

We learn from a native source that a memorial, consisting 
of severnl sections, has lately been forwarded to the Govern- 
ment by the Army Medical Staff, on the subject of Military 
Hygiene. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbua states that His Excellency Admiral 
Yenomoto, ex-Minister of the Navy, has definitely declined his 
new appointment to the post of Minister at Paris, and toa 
place in the Senate. His present rank is that of Admiral, 
but he holds no commission at present. 

The Fujiyama-kican has been attached to the Eastern. 
Amiralty Office. The expenses incurred by the Kongo-kwan 
during her voyage to China, were not embraced in the 
estimates of expenses in the Naval Department, and a sum 
of 13, 980 yeu has been specially disbursed from‘the Treasury 
to defray that item. 

In the Naval Department (says the same paper) a consider- 
able quantity of ammunition is being manufactured during 
the present fiscal year, and a sufficient number of warehouses 
will shortly be built for storage. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

The Choya Shinbun announces that about three hundred 
catlies of the new season’s tea have arrived from Shidzuoka, 
consigned to a merchant residing iu Yokohama. Its price is 
expected to be $80 or $90 per picul, for the first shipment 
abrond, which is to leave here on or about the 20th inst. 

This paper also says that on the 13th instant 152,000 yen, in 
trade silver coins, for the Finance Department, arrived from 
the Osaka Mint. 

The Mainichi Shinbun informs us that the inhabitants of 
Mibaru-machi, Tamura district, Fukushima prefecture, intend 
to have a branch of the proposed railway between Tokio and 
Awomori extended to their neighbourhood, aud steps are now 
being taken to raise the necessary funds. 

This paper also gives us the following report on native Car- 
rency :—In the Yokohama Bourse no appreciable change occur- 
red, but on the receipt of an unfavourable telegram from Kobe, 
paper fell somewhat on the 13thinstant. In the morning the 
market opened at 179.5, fell to 180.7 and rose again to 180.2. 
Quotations against other specie have consequently fallen by 1.50 
yen. Thus 100 new gold coins are 184 ; Niboos 206 ; Ichiboos 
230.80; Sakura 250.50; Isshius 216; and new subsidiary 
silver coins 152.50. 

The same vernacular journal states :—In Kobe, though tea 
is scarce there is little demand, so that quotations remain about 
the same as before. Camphor is plentifal, bat demand small, aud 
the price has fallen to 32 ‘yen. No change has occurred in 
white wax ; there is sufficient sale for it, but in small quanti- 
ties. Owing to the continued depreciation of paper money, 
imports are generally dall. 

The Choya Shinbun says the porcelains manufactured at 
Scto-mura, Aichi prefecture, are not only famous throughout 
this empire, but have acquired a lasting reputation abroad, and 
have been rewarded with medals in the International Exhibi- 
tions of America, France, and Australia. Previous to last year 
the value of tho trade was rapidly jprospering, and had reached 
an annual value of about 300,000 yen. Last year, however, it 
fell to about 200,000 yen, owing to the extraordinary rise in 
the price of fuel and indeed of all materials required in the © 
manufacture. Many suggestions had beeu made by General Van 
Buren, the American Consul-Geueral, and Mr. Utsunomiya, of 
the Engineering Bureau, as to improvements of composition 
and style, but duc attention had not been pid to them by the 
manufacturers. Some beneficial changes, however, have at 
length been introduced in the management of the furnaces, and 
the greatest conveuience has resulted from the experiment. 
It is said that the adoption of these decided improvements has 
saved at least one fourth of the previous consumption of fuel. 

Hokkaido, as Yezo is now described, will before many years 
have passed present a far more busy appearance than the 
present solitude of its extensive forests and the bleak appear- 
ance of its lonely shores would seem to promise. Hardy 
volunteors are daily emigrating to its rugged coast, and well- 
concerted efforts will be made in the immediate future to 


18th instant, leaving the palace at 9 a.m. Several ladies of the 
Court, the Vice-Minister, and other officials of the Imperial 
Household Department formed the suite. Her Majesty was 
received in the Fine Art Gallery by His Imperial Highness 
Kita-Shirakawa-no-Miya, the President, and several other 
officials connected with the Exhibition. The Royal party left at 
a little before 5 o'clock in the afternoon. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that Her Majesty the Empress 
will shortly visit the Imperial Botanical Gardens at Shinjiku 
to observe the success of the silkworm rearing which has been 
undertaken by ladies of rank. 

The same paper says :—It is rumoured that His Excellency 
Okuma, Privy Councillor, will be ennobled in acknowledge- 
ment of his assiduity and patriotism. 

Another vernacular journal writes :—We stated yesterday 
that Mr. Tokuno, Superintendent of the Government Printing 
Office, intended to resign ; we now learn that he has already done 
eo, but his resignation was not accepted, and it was decided 
that he should be transferred to another office. 

A native paper announces that the prefect of Okinawa-Ken 
(Riukiu) has applied to the Council of State that a sum of 
money be granted asa special item every year as a relief 
for the inhabitants in every island of his prefecture ; but that 
the State has answered that 1,500 yen only will be disbursed. 

As .previously announced, says the Hochi Shinbun, His 
Majesty the Emperor visited the National Exhibition on the 
20th instant, leaving the Palace at 9am. The Minister, Vice- 
Minister, and several other officials of the Imperial Household 
Department formed the suite. His Majesty left the exhibition 
at 6 p.m. It is said that he will visit the residence of Mr. 
Shimadsu at Shirokane, on the 10th proximo, to witness the 
Inu-o-mono (game of shooting at dogs on horseback)jand fencing 
&c. Onthe next day, Their Majesties the Empress and 
Dowager Empress, will also pay a visit there, to witness the No 
dance. 

The same paper says that owing to the death of the Chinese 
Empress Dowager, the Chinese Minister at Tokio will remain 
in seclusion from business for 27 days, commenciog from the 
day on which the sad event occurred. He will not even 
receive visits of condolence, and all the affairs of his Legation 
will be transacted by a secretary. His Majesty the Emperor 
sent a Minister of the Imperial Household Department to the 
Legation on receipt of the news, to offer the usual condolence. 

A native paper says it has been the custom to despatch officials 
from the Bank Superintendence Burean to every bank twice 
every year to inspect the reserve fund ; lately it has been poinkd 
out that each bank, when it receives Government permission to 
open, will be expected to deposit a certain amount of money 
with the Finance Department, and that therefore the inspec- 
tion of reserve funds will be unuecessary and the office can be 
abolished. Another rumour is current that lately the scheme 
in favour of collecting the land tax in rice has agnin been 
entertained by the Government, but that it will not be adopted. 


According to this paper, the Prefect of Okinawa ken 
(Riukiu), who has beer staying in the capital for some time, 
visited the Finance Department and had an interview with 
the Minister ; he also went to the Home Department and had 
a long conference with the heads of that establishment. These 
visits are said to have been connected with the opening of a 
local assembly in the prefecture mentioned. 



























The Choya Shinbun states that instructious have been con- 
veyed to the Bureau for revision of Jand tax that all documents 
&o. connected with that branch since its opening, should be 
forwarded to the Council of State before next month ; it is 
therefore supposed that tho Bureau will shortly be closed. 

The Hochi Shinbua says that His Majesty the Emperor will 
open an entertainmeut at the Fukiage park on the 26th 
inst. to give an opportunity of seeing the cherry trees in 
blossom. Ministers of State, Privy councillors aud senators, 
besides many ladies of rank, will be present. Tho Foreign 
Representatives arc said to have received invitations. It is 
reported that His Majesty will shortly go to Uraga, Sagami 
province. 


Google 


24 
t2- 
3 


se . 


ca. 


April 23, 1881.] THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 463 











develop its mineral wealth. There is little doubt but that the | capital is to be 100,000 yen, of which 50,000 yen will be set aside 


.. gtores of nature buried in this hitherto neglected island will | for the ficst-named purpose object, 40,000 for the second, and 


prove a welcome assistance to this empire, perhaps in its 
neediest moment, and that any labour bestowed thereon bids 
fair to receive an ample recompense. The Akebono Shinbun 
calls attention to the fact that the flight of a Japauese noble- 
man, His Excellency Admiral Enomoto, formerly Miuister of 
the Navy, to that distant possession at the time of the Restora- 
tion, was not without its good results. Besides directing 
attention to the necessity of reclaiming this broad expanse of 
land, an end to which he has devoted a great portion 
of his time, he pointed out and still continues to urge 
upon the Government the advisability of providing pro- 
per defences for so valuable a field, and of barricading 
“the Northern Gate.” While Minister of the Navy, he kept, 
this matter constantly before the Government, and now that 
the change in the Naval Department has caused his retirement 
from that position, he does not appear at all likely to relinquish 
this task. It appears he has purchased some land near Otarn, 
and it is not improbable that he will take up his residence 
there, the better to further the object ho has had so loug in 
view. He strongly recommends emigration to this quarter, 
and insists that so important a position should be placed forth- 
with in proper conditions of defence. At the same time he 
does not lose sight for a moment of his other grand project, the 
transformation of this island from a waste toa valuable and 
cultivated tract of land. Great as this task may appear it is 
certain that no insignificiant beginnings have been made; and 
if, as Admiral Enomoto suggests, some of the vassals, who under 
the old regime were rendered thriftless and impotent for good, 
were to utilize their liberated energy by flocking into this new 
field for enterprise, it is impossible to say what some few years 
of patient labour might not accomplish. 

The Bukka Shinpo says that the appearance of four or five 
speculators on the Yokohama Bourse a few days ago has given 
rise to great fluctuations of paper. On the 16th instant some 
business men proceeded to purchase large quantities of paper 
in order to improve its quotations and succeeded in raising the 
rate by 1.50 yen per cent.; but as purchasers were easily obtain- 
ed the stock of silver was quickly disposed of and paper again 
receded. At this period the market was particularly brisk and 
as much as 1,746,000 yen changed hands, transactions continu- 
ing into the afternoon. The improvement was short-lived, and 
paper quotations were lower than ever when business closed. 

The Hochi Shinbun states :—The glass factory at Shinagawa 
was originally a private establishment, but in 1876 the Public 
Works Department purchased it and employed foreign in- 
structors. This was a matter of great expense, but so im- 
proved the manufacture that the glass is now quite equal to 
imported material. Besides, the manufactare of sheet glass 
has been undertaken recently with very fair prospects of success. 
It isa pity to learn that in spite of all this, great dissatisfaction 
prevails among the workmen who are threatening to leave 
the establishment in a body. 

The same paper gives the following commercial summary for 
Yokohama :—Silk is dull ; as before no change worth mention- 
ing having occurred in its condition. By the French steamer 
Menzaleh, which left on the 15th instant, 453 bales were sent 
to Europe, of which 232 were directly exported by native mer- 
chants; aud 304 of waste silk. Since the beginning of the 
tea season in last year 20,000,000 catties of that article have 
been exported. This is a very large quantity, much more than 
that of recent yeai., and even inferior grades, which in former 
seasons remained unsold, have been disposed of. This season’s 
tea is now arriving from Suruga province in small quantities of 
500 or 600 me. This is being presented to foreiguers as musters. 
About the 10th proximo, 60,000 or 70,000 catties will be 
brought in, and then the market price will be settled. Tea is 
expected to start fairly. Foreign cotton is going up in price. 
Sugar is pretty fair. 

Another paper also reports the projected formation of 2 most 
useful society (to be known as the Kiuseisha). The orincipal 
objects of the society, the head office of which is to be opened | the 19th inst. at $4.275 per picul. Other grades are unchanged. 
at Sendai, are three: viz, the protection of property, develop-| We take the following from the same paper :—The cable 
ment of industries, and the advancement of education; and its ' which connects Shikoku with the mainland is constantly being 
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the balance, 10,000 for the third; and each of these divisions 
of capital is to consist of 2,500 shares, one share of the first 
being twenty yen, of the second sixteen, and of the third four. 
Subscriptions will be applied to any of these divisions of capital 
as subscribers may desire, or proportionately to all. 

Six or seven ships have arrived with coal, and a great change 
has been caused in the state of the market in consequence. 
Sellers insist on the former high price, but buyers demand a 
great reduction so that the market price is unsettled. Five or 
six more coal vessels are expected, and it is anticipated that coal 
will fall us low as 6 yen. 

A vernacular paper also contains the following: — “A 
certain paper has lately stated that there is a forest of chestnat 
trees at Kuriyama-Mura, Gumma prefecture, having an 
are a of 369,586 cho which is covered with Nara (oak) and 
Kuri (chestnut) to such an extent that, taking an average of 
five trees to the tsubo, they cannot be less than 5,400,004,379 
in number, which at the liberal allowance of 25,920 to the ri, 
would be more than sufficient for the construction of a rail- 
way of 210,022 ri in length. 

We learn the following from the same source :—The pro- 
vinces of Yamato, Kawachi and Idsumi were famous for their 
production of cotton cloth ; but during the past seven or eight 
years Japanese cotton yarn has been thrown into the shade 
by foreign materials. Latterly, however, some wholesale mer- 
chants in Osaka have established a cotton yarn company under 
the name of AJfenshi Kecaisha, with a capital of 200,000 yen, 
with a view to establish spinniug factories at Awaji and other 
convenient localities, which are destined to supply Japanese 
cotton yarn to the cloth-producing districts in large quantities, 

A telegram received at Yokohama on the morning of on the 
19th inst. from London stated (according to the same paper) 
that silk is weak ; Mayebashi is 15/6d; Tobacco from 5d. to 7d. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun states that some merchants in the 
province of Etchiu have established another ship company 
with the view to convert the original Japanese junks into 
insurable sailing vessels after the foreign model. The Share- 
holders are nearly all proprietors of junks. The subscrip- 
tions of those who have effered to hold not more than twenty 
and not less than five shares, which are 500 yen each, have 
already amounted to 100,000 yen; and it is expected that 
transport in the northern part of the Empire will be greatly 
facilitated by this company. 

This paper also gives the following :—The mouth of the 
port of Niyesaki, Ise province, is becoming shallow, so as to 
interfere with the ingress and egress of ships. To obviate this 
the district officials held a meeting on the 8th instant to propose 
the deepening of the port. All present agreed to the proposal 
and decided to apply to the local authorities for permission to 
carry out the enterprise. 

It is stated in the Mainichi Shinbun, that with a view to 
improve the condition of the O}ji Paper Mill, a new engineering 
shop is to be constructed, and the old steam boilers are about 
to be replaced. 

The Hochi Shinbun gives the following commercial summary 
of trade in Kobe :—No appreciable changes have occurred in 
the general aspect of commerce ; both sales and purchases are 
small aud more favourable terms are being waited for. Among 
native products old season's teas‘ are quite unsaleable as the 
new crop is so soon expected. Camphor, white wax, bar copper 
&c. are also dull, owing, it is said, to no orders having been 
receired from abroad. The Bukka Shimpo also writes as 
follows:—In Yokohama the demand for silk has been very 
small siuce our last issue of the 16th inst., nv matter how prices 
might range. This is supposed to be owing to the unfavour- 
able condition of the home market. Waste silk is com- 
paratively easy, but Iutely, in consequence of the inactive 
condition of silk, it is almost unsaleable. Stocks of silk 
are however scarce, there being only about 2,380 bales 
remaining. In sugar, 4,600 bags of Zaican were purchased on 
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broken by rough weather and therefore it is said that another 
line will soon be laid ina less stormy locality. The construction 
of a line to the prefecture of Okinawa was once tnken into 
consideration, but it has been rejected for a time, as the ex- 
ponses would be so utterly out of proportion to the benefit 
that would be derived from the undertaking. 

A quantity of this season's tea has, this paper also states, 
arrived for a merchant in Yokohama from the prefecture 
of Shidsuoka by overland transport. Seven and a half cuttics 
have been sold to one foreign firm, and 25 catties to another 
‘at the high price of $200 (?) per picul. 

This paper says that some members of the Rice Cleaning 
Company in the prefecture of Akita came to tho Capital some 
time ago, and borrowed the sum of 50,000 yen from the govern- 
ment. A short time since they came again and applied to the 
authorities for a fucther loan of n like amount, as the former 
loan has been found insufficient to carry out properly the pur- 
poses for which it was borrowed. 

We take the following from the same source :—We previous- 
ly stated that, for the establishment of the Tetsudo-Krcaisha 
(Railway Company), the chief district officials in the prefectare 
of Gumma are urging upon the people the advisability of 
rendering all the assistance in their power; and we further 
hear that the governor of that prefecture has strained every 
nerve to accomplish that eud, and has privately instructed 
the chief district officials that tho people under their 
respective control should be duly counselled to subscribe monoy 
for that enterprise, in the proportion of 400 yen per village on 
an average, and steps are being taken tu raise such subscriptions. 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 

A newspaper called the Tokio Seidan, which had been 
suspended by the authorities, recommenced publication on 
the 11th instant. Another periodical, the Tokiv Shinshi, was 
suspended on the 13th inst. 


The delicious coolness with which, sume time ago, placards 
were freely posted throughout the Capital announcing, that for 
some time to come no incendiary fires would take place, would, 
had they not referred to such an abominable crime as arson, 
have possessed a considerable element of the comic. But the 
lack of all principle which can permit a human being, however 
untatored or untrained, to apply a torch with steady hand to 
the homesteads of his countrymen, wreckless of consequences, 
must beget a horror in the miuds of all, not lightly to be 
replaced by any tendency to the indulgence of mirth. ‘The 
weather, if we remember aright, was calm, and unfavourable 
to the spread of huge conflagrations, to which fact the placards 
called attention by stating that the discontinuance of so rational 
an amusement was owing to the ‘inclemency’ of the season. 
Did ever “ Rory of the Hills,” in the whole sequence of his ill- 
spelt and bloodthirsty literature coucoct a more villainous 
document ? Vengeance has no part in the stealthy application 
of those destructive brands; they ure deliberate attempts to 
create occasions of plunder, or, mayhap, are the work, as is 
suggested, of needy tradesmen whio scek by such nefarious means 
to stimulate the labour market. That there is organization 
amougst such offeuders would appear from the fact of the 
production of such documents as that to which we allude; and 
if. it is so, it isequally plain that the principals of such 
ging or gangs must be known to each other in order to perfect 
their plots in secrecy and concert. Anouymous threats are by 
no means a novelty iu Japan; we have seen samples of them, 
which, for the substance and candour of the hint contained, are 
quite equal to Nihilist or Comimunistic compositions, while for 
a spirit of cool effrontery they would bear favourable compuri- 
son with the productions of either of these sociclies. ‘I'he 
Manicht Shinbun states that Mr. Endo, Chief Secretary 
of the Finance Department, has been lately made the recipient 
of one of these disagreable effusions. We are unable to give 
the contents of the interesting communication but the uative 
paper declares that they are of an “extraordinary nature.” As 
the usual intimation coutained in epistlos of this nature refer 
to the untimely demise of the person addressed. we are curious 
to know if the nameless writer borrowed his ideas from a far 
distant source, also insular, and threatened that ofticial with 
“ Boycotting’ instead. Speculations upon such subjects do 
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not savour inuch of utility, and we shall not pursue the ques- 
tion further. The fact, however, remains, that since a period 
long antecedent to the epoch of the Roman emperors, such 
veiled threats have excercised a potent and terrorizing influence 
upon mankind ; and that they do not seem likely to cease or 
even diminish, as we draw nearer to the close of the nineteenth 
century. 

During last weok the visitors to the National Exhibition 
were on the 10th (Sunday) 7,644 ; 11th 6,736 ; 12th 8,374 ; 13th 
4,634 ; 14th 6,866 ; 15th 10,672 ; 16th (Saturday) 12,844. 

The Lochi Shinbun gives as the cause of Mr. Saionji’s 
having retired from the editorship of the Toyo Jiyu Shinbun 
(Oriental Liberal Newspaper) a paper published until late- 
ly, the pressure brought to bear upon him by the authorities. 
When Mr. Suionji entered upon this position at the commence- 
ment of the year, several high officials strongly advised him to 
give up newspaper work and accept some position under 
Government. However, he persisted in his undertaking and 
continued to advertise the publication of the paper. At 
length a high official laid the matter plainly before him. The 
Official said the Koku Kwai Tv (National Assembly Party) 
had reconstituted themselves under the name of Jiys To 
(Liberal Party), but they possessed so little weight at present 
that the Government took little cognizance of their hostility. 
‘Their supporters were the journalists, the relics of the Bakufu 
party, aud the public put little confidence in the opinions they 
advanced. But that if he, Mr. Saionji, who had studied at 
home and abroad and possessed no little reputation for learn- 
ing, should identify himself with the Press, the current of 
public opinion might become seriously and unfavourably 
altered with regard to Government policy. He therefore re- 
quested Mr. Suionji to resign his position as editor of the new 
paper. Notwithstanding this appeal Mr. Saionji did not tender 
his resiguation, and on the 8th instant he was unexpectedly 
summoned to the Imperial Household Department, and pri- 
vately informed that it was the desire of His Imperial Majesty 
that he should not persist in his design. Mr. Suionji accord- 
ingly resigned the post. 

The Choya Shinbun states that a fencing school will be 
established in the gardens of the Imperial Palace ; aud that 
His Majesty the Emperor will sometimes attend to witness the 
trials of skill. 

This paper extracts the following from the Heiji Shinbun 
(Navy and Military Gazette) :-—‘ Some time ago the French 
Government presented decorations of the second class to Their 
Excellencies Generals Yamagata and Saigo. We hear that the 
F:ench government have never presented this class of decora- 
tion to any Asiatics before, and the presentation to the two 
Generals heing the first instance of such, much opposition was 
raised, but on account of the unparalled progress of Japan it 
was decided to grant the decoratious namea. Beside these two 
Generuls, Lieatenant General Takashima was granted a third 
class Decoration when in Frauce. The Decoration 
presented by the French government even to the King of Siam, 
the first amongst the Asiatic nations to introduce Westeru 
civilization, who is kuown. as a man of enlightened views, 
was of the third class. From this it is evident that our coun- 
try is rapidly rising in the estimation of Europeans.” 


Mr. Nakagawa Sanenari, former editor of the Tokio Yoron 
Shinshi, has according to the 13th section of the Newspaper 
Regulations, beon sentenced to one year’s imprisonment, for 
having published inflammatory letters from two of his corres- 
pondents. Mr. Higuchi Takejiro, present editor of the same 
paper, has under the 14th section of the Regulations above- 
mcutioned, also been sentenced to five mouths imprison- 
went, and fined 30 yen, for having libelled the authorities 
in an article headed “We lope the Government will reform 
the laws in general.” 

A native paper says that the Russian Admiral Lessoffsky 
has quite recovered and that he will shortly come to Yokohama 
from Nagasaki, in the Europa. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states :—We formerly told our readers 
thatthe Korean high officials Giyokkin, Rigenkwai, Binsbo- 


woku, and several others will visit Japan, by order of their 


lying; we now hear that a telegram has been received by the 
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Ii⸗ to the effect that they arrived at Nagasaki, from 
Fusan, on the 16th inst. 

The Choya Shinbun gives the following details :—The party 
consists of seven leading officials and twenty-cight subordinates ; 
the highest are equal in rank tothe Representatives of any 
foreign country. The object of their visit is, to apply to the 
authorities for permission fur their subordinates to stay in 
Japan to be taught international policy, law, political economy, 
military and naval organization, science, arts, etc. It is said 
that they were to have left their country the month before 
last, but thet the Korean government being divided into two 

ies, the one progressive and the other conservative, it could 
not be decided and therefore the departure of the party was 
delayed. Finally, however, the progressive section carried 
their point. The party have engaged an interpreter through 
the Kiodo Shokwai, a Japanese firm in Korea. 

The same paper also publishes the following :—Islands have 
for many years been reported to exist near the island of Hoki, in 
Shimane prefecture, but being in so trackless a sea, they have 
never been explored. However, a native of Hoki, named Taniki 
Nagasato, meaning to discover some large and fertile island, left 
Tsuiura on the 10th of September last in a junk of only 200 
koka burden, taking with him all necessary provisions. In 
spite of adverse weather and similar difficulties his enterprise 
has at last been crowned with success, for he has discovered 
seventeen islands, and returned safely to his province, last 
March. He is now compiling a detailed record about their 
position, climate, &o. with the view of offering it to tho 
Topographical Bureau. 

We take the following also from this source;—The Counterfeit 
Coins, said to have become very numerous of late, have, 
it is thought, been manufactured principally in Osaka. 
Their real quality is either silver, or copper, a gold coating 
being used. Several banks have lent money on security of 
coins of this sort. Itis said that some banks, in secret con- 
junction with the forgers, have expressly accepted such 
counterfeit specie as security for loans, but we do not believe 
that such could be the case. 

It is stated in this paper that when the Japanese junk Afinato 
Afar« loaded with rice, was off Kanazawa, Musashi province, 
she was run into by a British sailing vessel and immediately 
sunk. Fortunately all on board were rescued by the crew of 
the foreign vessel, but the whole of the cargo is lost. Investi- 
gations are being made. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun reports that a strong gale, accom- 
panied by a severe shower of hail, passed over Shidzuoka at 
about 1.30 p.m. on the 14th instant. The hailstones were almost. 
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nunibers many adherents inChina, Persia, and other distant coun- 
tries. Owing to some lack of enthusiasm the main branch has 
not been very prosperous of late ; but its members are seem- 
ingly about to awake from their lethargy and make their best 
efforts for its propagation. Itis reasonable to expect that it 
will become prosperous at no very remote date. 

During week ending 18th instaut the total number of exhibits 
sold in the National Exhibition were 2,473 valued at 10,660,063 
yen of which 9,892.973 yen worth were purchased by natives 
and the balauce 767.08 by foreigners. 





IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Tokio AND YokolaMa SECTION. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
17th April, 1881. 


Passengers, parcels, Kc..........0sse0eceeeee Yen 11,986.27 
Merchandise, &€..........-csscsssesssssceeces » 1,079.98 
Total.......... -- Yen 13,066.25 

Miles open 18. 

Corresponding week last year. 

Passengers, parcels, &c.......... — Yen 10,083.10 
Merchandise, &C...........c0ce¢ ———— 851.71 
Total ............ Yen 10,934.81 

Miles open 18. 


Kioto, Kose anp Oorsu SEcrtIon. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
10th April, 1881. 





Passengers, parcels, &C. .......csccccsssseees Yen 24,503.24 
Merchandiee, &. ...........cccccceseccecsesees » 2,063.14 
TJ Yen 27,366.8 
Miles open 58. 
Corresponding week last year. 
Passengers, parcels, &c. .............ccesee ¥en 17,622.70 
Merchandise, &c. .........cc.ccccscsesseceeeces » 1,696.77 
Total ccciscccssevans Yen 19,319.47 


Miles open 55. 


THE JAPANESE PRESS. 


THE NEW AGRICULTURAL AND COMMER- 
CIAL DEPARTMENT. 








‘(Translated from the Nichi Nichi Shinbun.) 


eee business of life in a country is supported by two great 
classes—the farmer and the merchant; the farmer 


the size of peaches and the shower lasted ten or twelve minutes. | produces wealth and the mercbaut circulates it. Neither 


The crops have been damaged considerably. Since then the 
weather has been very cold, and next night there was a frost 
which must have caused extensive injuries to tea and fruit 
trees. 

This vernacular journal says ;—We learn that Mr. Goto 
Bhojiro has had his whole time occupied by the affairs of 
the Takashima colliery heretofore, and disposing of it to 
Mr. Iwasaki, director of the Mitsu Bishi Steam Ship Company 
lately, has freed himself from this onerous responsibility. It is 
reported that he will shortly come to the Capital and ngain 
accept some position under government. 

This paper tells us that the pick-pockets arrested in 
the National Exhibition up tothe present number 430. 
Good watching has so injured their thriving calling in the 
Exhibition that they have shifted their stage of action to the 
embankments of the Sumidagawa river and other places where 
sight-seers congregate. The authorities are on the alert for 
them in these places. According to statements made by some 
of those arrested, there are in the Capital nearly two thousand 
pick-pockets, of whom over two hundred are looked upon as 
masters in the art. 

This paper also says that Mr. Soyejima-Tanetomi, chief 
adviser in the Imperial Palace, has been elected President of 
the Ko-a-Kucai (Asiatic Society), Mr. Date Muneki, ex-Presi- 
dent, having declined to accept office and that Messrs. Mouda and 
Komaki, have been elected Vice-Presidents ; and that branches 
of the society have been opened in many new places, as it 
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could do without the other, and wealth would cease to be 
wealth unless it was freely circulated. On this account 
agricultural and commercial affairs are the chief business of 
a nation, and as branches of industry are inseparable. Here- 
tofore the Agricultural Bureau was in the Home Depart- 
ment, and the Commercial Bureau in the Finance Depart- 
ment, and the transaction of business connected with these 
branches was necessarily imperfect. Great reforms have 
been effected, however, in financial administration, iu which 
economy has been an important object. On the 7th of this 
month the new Agricultaral and Commercial Department 
was opened, and the people seem to hail with satisfaction 
the establishment of this iustitution. The memorial of 
Their Excellencies Okuma aud Ito, Privy Councillors, states 
“at present Agricultural and Commercial matters are se- 
parately managed in the Home and Finance Departments, - 
und great inconvenience is the result. Besides unaeoessary 
expenditure, cousiderable delays are caused by needless for- 
malities in the two offices.” It is certainly true that as far 
as relates to individuals, agriculture and commerce are eepa- 
rate businesses and a man may eugage in one without the 
other ; but in the affairs of a nation these two interests are 
indivisible, although they were separately managed until 
now. It is expected that a saving of 40,000 yen will be 
effected by the new arrangement of combining the manage- 
ment ofthe two branches. We cannot hope that 
this new department will be everything that can be 
desired, but there is no doubt but that it is a step in 
the right direction. For this reason it is looked upon 
as a boon by the people. The powers of the separate 
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Boards which have previously managed these affairs have 
becn by no means extensive, and interference in the affairs 
of private individuals without corresponding amelioration 
was the result. We earnestly hope that in the new branch 
“ atimulation ” of trade may never degenerate into “ inter- 
ference,” nor “protection” he made to act ns “oppres- 
sion.” Such a spirit would be totnlly opposed to the 
principles of our government and the objects of this new 
establishment. We Icarn this from the tenor of the me- 
morial-- before referred to, which says that the essential 
business of Agricultural Buroaux is to encourage and assist 
farmors aud merchants in their respective pursuits, and to 
lay down rules for their guidance. When this line of con- 
duct is pursued beyond its proper limits, it is nothiag but 
officious interference ; and a few farmers or merchants, who 
have becu materially assisted by the Government, are held 
up as examples to all. ‘Ihe memorial further stated that 
the authorities had been accused of sellishly competing 
with private individuals for the acquisition of gain. Such 
a spirit would be totally nt varinuce with the promotion 
of agriculture or commerce. But the fact is that the 
government, sometime ago, actually proposed that the 
government factories &c. should be sold to private spec- 
ulators, which in itself is sufficient to convince the people 
that they do not act from selfish motives, but desire the 
snme consummations which are the objects of the people's 
wish. Therefore we do not hesitate to say thut the new 
Department, under proper manngement, will exercise a use- 
snpervision over commercin! matters, without going so far 
as to risk the appearance of officionsucss. If the objects 
were really acompetition on the part of the authorities with 
private firms, the effect: of interference undertnken in such a 
spirit would be certainly dissstrous. Theoretically it is 
extremely easy tou make distinctions and give instructions, 
but even the smartest men find practice and theory quite 
different. We have many instances in history of men who 
are ready to teach and direct others being unable to perform 
the very things upon which they give instruction. In the 
oldeuw times there was a Minister of Tei (a province of 
ancient China) named Kosonkio, who was an able admini- 
strator. Yet, for ferrying a man across the river to 
Shinyu a celebrated Chineso suge condemned him saying ; 
“he is phiianthropic but is ignorant of policy. An 
administrator need not consult the intereste of each indivi- 
duals “a stutésman’s time is too short to spend it iz trying 
to please everybody.” We thus far adopt the saying of 
the sage with regard to supervision of agricultural and 
commercial affairs, that it will be difficult for a few officials 
to interfore in particular instances, without causing dis- 
satisfaction in some quarters, and although we do vot fora 
moment deny that the intention is good, it will require a 
very cautious policy to ronder such difficult administra- 
tion a political success. 
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the policy of Government and that the whole grant will be 
applied to the reduction of the Indian permanent debt. 

The debate on Sir R. Stanhope’s Kandahar motion igs 
definitely fixed for the 24th instant. 

A box containing forty pounds of gunpowder with 
burning fuse attached was was found last night on the 
ledge on the wall of the Mansion House. 

Athens, 17th March.—The Greek Governmeut has re- 
jected the proposals made by the Porto in settlement of the 
frontier question. 

The Journal de St. letersburg states the Czur will follow 
his father’s reforming aud pacific policy. 

Sir Evelyn Wood will hold a Conference with President 
Brand, of the Orange Free State, aud Mr. Kruger, the Boer 
President, on the 18th instant. — 

St. Petersburg, 17th Muarch.—The Sappers have found a 
mine leading under the Palace of the Czarewitch. 

The Russian Press is demanding constitutional Govern- 
ment, and bas accordingly been warned. 


London, 18th March.— The Times publishes a paragraph 
stating that it had been intended to complete the evacua- 
tion of Kandahar by the fifteeuth of April, but the Ameer 
bad requested the British to postpone the evacuation until 
he has made arrangements to take over the city and pro- 
vince. 

Mr. Childers’ proposed reforms In our Army organiza- 
tion, which were submitted to the House of — of 
the 8rd instant, have been generally approved of. 

The latest ndvices from Natal state that the transport 
Booldana, with reinforcements from Bombay, has arrived 
at Dorban. 

The armistice with the Boers has been further prolonged 
until the 21st instant. 

Paris, 18th March.—The French loan of oue milliard has 
been covered twenty-fold. 


St. Petersburg, 18th March.—The Russian Government 
has issued a circular despatch to its representative abroad 
which is of a pacific nature. It states that the policy of 
Russia has been fully developed externally, and that the 
protection of her hononr and maintenance of her security 
will alone divert her atteution from primary work of inter- 
nal development. 

Constantinople, 18th March.—The Ambassadors of the 
Powers now recommend Greece to accept the proposals 
made by the Porte in October last, in solution of the 
frontier question, in which the frontier line should start 
north of Volo, proceeding south of Larissa, Metzovo and 
Janina, and termiuvate at the month of the river Arta, and 
in addition to this the cession of the island of Crete. 

London, 19th March.—Lord Hartington, in replying to 
a question in the House of Commons last night suid, that 
the paragraph published by Zhe Times on that day, with 
reference to the evacuation of Kandahar, was unofficial and 
inaccurate. Commuuications he said, have been exchanged 
between the Indian Government and the Ameer rospecting 
Kandahar, for a considerable time past, ‘but it was inex- 


St.Petersburg, 15th March.—The assassin Rousakoff | Pedient to communicate the nature of the same to the House 


has coufessed bis crime. 

-Loadon, 16th March.—Mr. Gladstone replying to a 
question, said that Government will not undertake to in- 
etrict the Viceroy of India to waive or postpone any mea- 
sure which. may bo thought requisite in respect to Kau- 
dahar, pending the result of the dubate on Lord Stanhope’s 
motion. 

Lord Frederick Cavendish (Tinancial Secretary of the 
Treasury), replyiug to a question in the House of Com- 
mons, said Governmont intends the introduction of a bill 
to release India from her obligation to reply (query repay) 
the 1879 loan of two millions ; Governmeut intends to pay 
India during the carrent yoar a half million irrespective of 
the sum due from India on account of the loan. 

Mr. Bright has written a letter deprecating the renewal 
of hostilities with the Boers, and stating that he will em- 
ploy all bis influence to secure an honorable peace. 

St. Petersburg, March, 16th.—It is believed that the 
palace of the Czarwitch has beon mined. Sappers are now 
searching for proofs. 

London, March 7th.—In the House of Commons discus- 
sion took place respecting the grant towards the Afghan 
war expeuses, and Mr. Gladstoue’s rensons thereou. Lord 
Hartington replying said the numerous criticisms indicated 
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at present. The Viceroy of India had been asked if he 
thought it desirable to afford Parliament any further iu- 
formation on the subject. 


The Times of to-day reiterntes statement made about 
the evaculation of Kanhadar to be postponed and declares 
the authority of their information to be unimpeachable. 

London, 20th March.—The business of the House of 
Commons on the question of Supply is progressing rapidly, 
the obstructionist party having assumed a quiescent attitude. 

The House of Lords have finally passed the Irish Arms 
bill. 

According to the paragraph iu the Statist, the tea mar- 
kets are disturbed owing to rumours that Mr. Gladstone 
intends reducing the duties on tex by one half. 

London, 21st March.— The Priuce and Princess of Wales 
will attend the funeral of the Czar. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer of the House of Com- 
mons to-night announced that the Budget would be sub- 
mitted te the House on the fourth of April. ‘Ihe introduc- 
tion of the Irish Land Bill is fixed for the seventh April. 

, 7 Parliameutary Easter recess begius on the eight 
pril. 

Lord Hartington, replying to a question, said that the 
Ameer had agreed to take over Kandahar, and that his 
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troops were expected to arrive there at the commencement 
of April. ‘Tho British force was prepared to leave. 

The Daily News publishes a paragraph stating the terms 
of peace with the Boers include a Royal Commission of 
inquiry into their grievances, and stipulates that the Boers 
are to return to their homes, whilst the British garrison 
maintain their prosent positions in Transvaal. 


The Daily Netos publishes a telegram from Mery, stating 
that the plnin between Tejend nnd Merv is without water 
and is impracticable for marching an Army across. ‘The 
Russiaus are close to Tejend, but it is helieved they will 
not make an attempt to move on Merv this year, if at all. 

London, 22nd March.—Lord Hartington in the House 
of Commons last night said the Viceroy had informed the 
Ameer that the Iudian Government contemplate with satis- 
faction the handing over to him of Kandahar, and vill 
recognise his Government when he had established it, and 
assis¢ him at Cabul by limited material and help. His 
Lordship added several more powerful Kandahar Sirdars 
have tendered, their allegiance to the Ameer, 

Prince and Princess of Wales have started for St. Pe- 
tersburg. 

It is reported that the armistice with the Boers has been 
prolonged for fourteen days; the sole objection raised by 
the Boers to the Peace conditions is on the question of 
surrendering their arms, 

A Royal Commission of enquiry into the Boers griev- 
ances iueludes the Governor of Cape Colony. 

London, 23rd March.—Advices from the Transvaal state 
the Royal Commission of Enquiry will shortly proceed to 
Heidelberg. 

A crowded and enthusiastic meeting of citizens was held 
last night at Cannon Street Hotel to protest against the 
abandonment of Kandahar. 


The Premier, replying to a question in the House of 
Commons last night, said that the Boers have accepted the 
following conditions of Peace, namely that the suzerainty · of 
the Queen is acknowledged, that complete autonomy is to 
be granted to the Transvaal, and that the British Govern- 
ment controls the foreign relations ; that a British Resident 
be allowed at the capital, and that a royal commission com- 

of Sir Evelyn Wood, the Governor, and the Chief 
ustice of Cape Colony shall arrange the native frontier 
questions, and also as to whether the Transvaal is to lose 
any territory Eastward; the Boers will disperse to their 
homes, and the British garrisons will remain in positions 
pending a definite settlement of affairs, and the British 
troops will make no further advance. 

Athens, 23rd March.—In the Greek Chambers to-day 
the President of the Ministry said that war with Turkey, 
though very near, was not inevitable. 

London, 24th March.—Meetings are being held through- 
out the country to protest against the abandonment of 
Kandahar. 

Sir Richard Temple is ill. 


The Premier, replying to a question, said that General 
Roberts would return home immediately on his arrival at 
Natal. Certain of the reinforcements have been stopped. 

Constantinople, 25th March—The couference of ambas- 
sadors on the Greek question is now drawing to a conclu- 
sion, the Porte having finally agreed to an extension of 
territory in Greek Thessaly, but now refuses to cede either 
Epirus or Crete. 


London, 25th March.—Lord Hartington, in laying papers 
relative to Afghan affairs on the table of the House of Com- 
mons last night, explained that several despatches from the 
Indian Government had gone astray, and that the postal 
authorities were now investigating the matter. With re- 
ference to the approaching occupation of Kandahar by 
Abdul Rabman’s forces, his lordship said 4,000 infautry 
and 1,000 cavalry were alrendy on their way from Kabul 
to Kandahar. 

Mr. Stanhope theu proposed a vote of want of confidence 
in the Government in respect of their Kandahar policy. 
The withdrawal of our forces from Kandahar was inop- 
portune and a violation of all pledges, and furthermore 
Was aguinst the weight of all authority. Sir Charles Dilke, | muuity. 
who spoke in vindication of the policy of Government, said| Calcutta, 14th March.—The whole of the Ameer’s family 
that all their difficulties sprang from their predecessors’| which were left behind by him on his departare from 
vacillation, the result being the abandonment of Kandahar. |Tashkend bave now joined him in Kabul. 

He informed the House that the first act of the néw Czar| Messrs. Rushton Brothers of Calcutta have failed. 
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of Russia had been to recall General Skobeloff and to stop 
all his operations in Central Asia. 

The debate was adjourued. 

Colonel Thomas Wilson, C.B., has been appointed to 
succeed Sir Donald Stewart in the Viceregal Council. 

Tho latest advices from the Cupe state that the conditions 
of peace between the Boers and British have caused great 
discontent amoung the colonists generally. 

London, March 26th.—'‘The debate on Mr. Stanhope’s 
—— Was resumed in the House of Commons last 
night. 

Lord George Hamilton said that Sir C. Dilke’s au- 
uouncement that General Skobeloff had been recalled and 
that Russian operations in Central Asia were stopped was a 
mere patliamentary “ blind.” 

Mr. Fawcett pointed out the financial difficulties that 
would attend the permanent occupation of Kandahar, and 
strongly vindicated the policy of the Govorument in aban- 
doning it. 

Lord Hartington said that the information respecting 
General Skobeloff's recall and the stoppage of Russian 
operations in Asin had not beeu received through the Ras- 
sian Government and that Russia knew that either mili 
or diplomatic interference on her part in Afghanistan would 
mean a rupture of diplomatic relations with England. 

Sir S. Northcote warned the Government of the danger 
attending the abandonment of Kandahar in the present 
state of affairs. 

The resolution was eventually negatived 336 against 215 
votes, 


LATE INDIAN NEWS. . 


Calcutta, 11th March.—The Englishman learns that a 
committee has been appointed to select the site for a station 
in the Naga Hills. The enormous advautages of the route 
vid Wokha for transport, are at last being recognized, and it 
is to be repaired, and our contemporary has strong grounds 
for hoping that common-sense will have its way, and that 
Wokha will be fixed on as the future head-quarters station, 
Kohima being retained as a fortified advanced post in the 
Anzan country. : 

News from Darjiling says that more rain is again badly 
wanted in the district for the tea, but still we are told by 
the local paper that “there is every appearance of an early 
tea-season in the hills, The bushes at elevations below 
3,000 feet are bursting into leaf, and there is every a 
pearance of first ‘flesh’ being fit for taking off withia the 
next month.” Tea-manufacture has, however, been already 
commenced in the Terai. ; 

The evacuation of the Khyber will begin on the 
of the 15th instant, and by the evening of the 18th of 
all the troops under Brigadier Hudson’s command will 
have recrossed the frontier. On Tuesday Thull was 
reduced to its normal state of a common frontier ou 
the troops hitherto garrisoning it moving to Jogh. Fif 
sepoys and ten sowars alone remain in Thull. They have 
occupied the dak bungalow, which the Pioneer hopes will be 
made defensible, as the Zaimukhts may be tempted to raid, 
now that the last of the Kurram force has been broken u 

Mr. John Wilson, the elder, the proprietor of Wilson's 
Circus, now in Madras, did a neat stroke of business lately 
in Calcutta. The extensive stables and premises, occupied 
by the late firm of Thomas Smith and Company, were 
leased to Mr. Wilson for a period of fifteen years, witha 
clause in the lease, giving him the right of purchase at Re, 
1,40,000. Mr. Wilson eventually bought the property for 
Rs. 1,32,500, and sold it two days afterwards to Dr. 
Greenhill, of Messrs. Cook & Co., for Rs. 2,00,008. 

Calcutta, 12th March.— The Natioual Mahomedan 
Association of Calcutta iu an address to the Viceroy com- 
plain that their co-religionists in India have been losing 
ground iu the race of progress, but that they hope a new 
era will dawn on the fortunes of Indian Mussulmans, 
Lord Ripon ia reply renews his statement as to all races 
being treated with impartiality, and expresses himself 
desirous of promotiug the welfare of the Mahomedan eom- 
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Calcutta, 15th March.—On the 13th instant, a mixed 
gong of some twenty-five bazanr Atridis attacked the Kuchi 
shepherds and carried off flocks, between Ali Musjid and 
Lundikotal. The Jezaikhi ard Zekkn Khel headmen and 
tribe turned ont and killed three, wounded two, and re- 
covered nearly all the sheep ; this shows that the Khober 
headmen are doing their duty well. 

The Government. of India have sanctioned a grant of Rs. 
6,000 from the Imperial revenue towards the cost of the 
proposed operations for opening up a trade in Indian tea 
with America and Canada. Their object is to aid in set- 
ting the trade in motion, its development, when once es— 
tablished, being left to private enterprise. This is very 
good natured of them, but it is hardly complimentary to 
the British merchant, who does not usually need to be 
shown when a profit is to be made hy trade. Let there be 
a margin of profit in the ten trade between India and else- 
where, and there will be no want of people to cut in for a 
slice of the cake. 

Bombay, 15th March.—The Captain of the steamer 
Albule reports that the treopship Jumna, during severe 
weather in the Mediterranean, lost eight Loats and had 
twenty-two men washed overboard. 


Allahabad, 11th March.— Special arrangements have 
been made for the safety of the ammunition given to the 
Ameer. It will Le sent on to Kubul ahead of the Envoy. 


His Highness Aga Ali Shah is expected here shortly 
to reconcile the Khoja factions. 


The French man-of-war Laclocheterie, whose arrival 
here alarmed the native population considerably, has left 
for the Gulf. 

Mr. Eduljee Dinshaw, one of the lending and most liberal 
Parsee citizens of Kurrachce, has given a donation of Rs. 
1,000 towards the erection of a new Roman Catholic church. 

Bengal troops are passing through Sukkur to Sibi. This 
is significant. 

The ex-Wali of Kandabar is growing discontended, and 
does uot like Kurrachee, or our laws in regard to women. 
He still longs for the restoration of the five female slaves 
who deserted his zenana. 


Allahabad, 13th March.—The Kandahar clasp is to be 
given to those who took part in the reconoaissauce of 
August 31st, but who were prevented by some legitimate 
cause from taking part in the action of September. 


Allababad, 16th March.—The Government of India have 
decided to send au expedition into the Wazari country to 
puuish the tribes for the raid upon Tonk. Brigadier 
General Kennedy, Commandant of the Punjab Frontier 
Force, in command of 5,000 native troops will cross the 
frontier. The force will comprise the lst and 4th Sikhs 
now at Abottabad and Dera Ismail Khan respectively, the 
lst Puujab infantry from Kohat, the 2ud and 4th Punjab 
Infanty from Edwardesabad, the 3rd Punjab Infantry from 
Dera Ismail Khan, 100 sabres of the Ist Punjab Cavalry 
aud 200 sabres from the Punjab Cavalry from Dera Iswail 
. Kuan and Edwardesabad respectively, and the Hazara 
. Mouutain Battery. A Brigade consisting of one Regiment 

of British Infantry, two Regiments of Native Infantry, one 
Regiment of Native Cavalry, one Ficld Battery and one 
Company of Sappers, will be held in reserve as a support. 

Allahabad, 24th March.—News from Kandahar states 
that letters to 137 Sirdars and Chiefs lave been issued by 
the Amir at Kabul, stating that the British Government 
had made over Kandahar. The letters also stated that five 
infautry and four cavalry regiments and twelve guns with 
two thousand Khussaders, were cucamped at Kabul ready 
to march. 


Peshawur news from Kabul states that four thousand 
infantry and one thousand cavalry, the latter by forced 
marches, are proceeding to Kandahar. 


Ayub’s envoys have been informed by the British Resi- 
dent that the Government is determined to allow Abdur 
Rahman to take possession of Kandahar on the Amcer’s 
troops coming. The Envoy left quietly. 
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LAW REPORTS. 


IN THE U. S. COURT FOR JAPAN. 
Before Gen. T. B. Van Buren, Consul-General, Judge. 
Thursday, 14th April, 1881. 

Tue Mitsc Bisui Maw Steam Suir Co. 
versus 
Tre Paciric Mait Steas Sup Co. 


A motion having been wade for a new trial in this 
matter, His Honor, this afternoon, gave the following 
decision :— 

Upou a careful review of the case and due consideration 
of the arguments of counsel, I see no reason to change the 
views expressed in the opinion and judgment of the Court 
prononnced on the 14th March, ultimo. 

The amount of $2,196.50 therein ndjudged to be due 
from defendants to plaintiffs is set down as so due for the 
service rendered by the former to the latter in the carriage 
of the mail from Shanghai to Yokohama in January 1877, 
which service the Court found to include four days’ deten- 
tion in Shanghai, viz. from the 10th to thel4th January. 

I think the claim is made with sufficient clearness iu the 
complaint to cover the detention as part of the said service. 
If it were capable of proof that this detention was not 
necessary, aud that the mail could have been brought as 
well on the 10th as the 14th, as claimed by Defendants’ 
counsel in his argument on this motion, I have only to say 
that no such proof was made, but on the contrary the 
testimony discloses that the advertised sailing day of the 
Nevada was the 10th of Jauuary, but that she was detained 
until the 14th to receive the mail. 

This detention, as stated in the opinion of the Court, was 
made upon the demand of the Defendants, and the delay, 
therefore, having been made, and the mail carried upon 
such demand, it follows as a necessary conclusion, the 
moment it is held that the service, including the detention, 
was not compulsory, that the Defendants were bound te 
pay such sam as the same was found to be worth. Such 
sum was arrived at from the evidence, which gave the 
value of the detention and carringe in separate items, 

Referring to the alleged errors in issuing commissions 
for the examination of Gavin P. Ness and Alexander 
Center, and the allowance of the question to Robert W. 
Irwin— Was any definite time fixed by the partics in 
their negotiations during which the American mails wera 
to be carried ”—the same having beeu objected to, I have to 
say that from the minutes of the Court it appears that at 
the sitting of the Court on the 2nd of July last, the very 
first day of the trial of this cause, the couusel for the 
Defendants asked the following question on his eross- 
examination of Mr. Bramsen, 3 witness introduced hy the 
Plaintiffs, the said witness having testified as follows: 
‘“ T saw several drafts before the final contract was made, 
slightly modified.” Question :—What were such modifica- 
tion ? This question was objected to by the counsel for 
Plaintiffs ou the ground that “it was an attempt to vary 
the contract by parol evidence.” Whereupon the counsel 
for Defendants claimed that “it was uot the intention to 
vary the contract but to explain its meaning.” 

And on the 22nd of July, the next adjourned day of the 
trial, the minutes state that the counsel for defendants pro- 
ceeded “to discuss the question of introducing parol evid- 
ence to explain the meaning of the language of the contract 
between the parties.” He contends that “the contract is 
obscure and the real intent of the parties as understood by 
them is not made clear ; that the controlling purpose of the 
contract was to carry the U. S. mails in the manner and 
times set forth inthe contract between the Defendants and 
the U. S. Government thereiu referred to, &c,” 

Mr. Kirkwood for Plaintiffs replies, &e. “The Court 
held that the ohject of the letting of tho vessel, as set forth 
in clause 3 referred to, having apparently been the carrying 
of the American mails in the manner and at the times set forth 
in a contract between the U. S. Government and the 
Pacific Mail S. S. Co. it is proper that snid contract be 
produced in evidence, and that parol evidence is proper to 
explain the real meaning and intent of the parties.” 

To this the Counsel for Plaintitfs excepted, The Counsel 
for Defendants thereupon repeated to Mr. Bramsen the 
question objected to at the former hearing as follows: 
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What modifications took place in the draft contracts you 
have spoken of, and why did they take place?” and the 
question was answered. 

Parol evidence having thus been permitted upon the re- 

uest of the Counsel for Defendants, and he having proceed- 
to elicit such evidence, it is difficult to understand how he 
can claim it error on the part of the Court to have granted 
commissious (o examine Messrs. Ness and Center, the two 
principal agents, who had full knowledge of the views and 
desires of the parties to the contract when the latter was 
made, or to permit the questiou to he put to Mr. Irwin who 
was present at all the interviews between the parties con- 
cerning said contract. These witnesses had full knowledge 
of the very thing Mr. Hill desired to establish, namely 
the real intent and meaning of the parties to the contract, 
and the proper construction to be given to its language, 
which he claimed was obscure. 

The motiou for a new trial ie denied with costs of Court 
to be paid by the moving party. 


(Signed) ‘THOS. B. VAN BUREN, 
Consul-General, , 


Judge of the Court. 

His Honour added that with regard to the costs he had 
received nothing new from the Miuister on the subject, and 
he felt bound to follow the Minister’s version of the code, 
and decide that he could give no costs except for the 
absolute disbursements, which in that case would include 
disbursements for the commissions, and the costs of Court 
nnd copying fees. He himself thought the code was 
obscure and had a nuinber of omissions in it, and that the 
term “costs” when used there ought to mean something 
besides disbursements, for the lauguage was “ costs and 
disbursements.” Nevertheless he felt bound to follow the 
interpretation given by the Minister—for the present at 
auy rate. 

Mr. Kirkwood asked if there was any way of bringing 
that interpretation under review ? 

His Honor thought not, except by both parties appealing. 

Mr. Hill intimated his intention of appealing against the 
decision generally, and 

After some discussion, 

His Honor made the following addendum : “ Defendants’ 
Attorney yives verbal notice that he intends to appeal from 
the judgment, nud will file due notice and move for allow- 
ance. Thc question of costs coming on to be heard, the 
Court finds that the U. S. Minister in Japan having ex- 
pressed his official opinion that by the U. S. Consular 
Court Regulations no costs could be allowed to the pre- 
vailing party in a suit in such courts, but only his disbur- 
sements, which do not include the compensation of his 
attorney or counsel, such compensation being expressly ex- 
cluded by paragraph 245 of such Consular Court Regulations, 
—this Court feels bound to follow this opinion. 

“Tt is therefore ordered that the costs allowed to 
the Plaintifi by the judgment in this cause shall 
be held to inelude only the actual necessary dis- 

barsements made by the pinintiffs exclusive of the com- 
pensation to counsel, which disbursements as set forth in 
tho bill of costs filed in Court are for fees of interpreter, of 
coinmissiouers to tuke testimony &c., and fees of copyists 
for copying pleadings, commisions &c., amounting in the 
aggregate to the sum of $2,090.50 cents Mexican.” 


—— 


NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 28rd April, 1881.) 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGiXXIXG Fripay, APRIL 15TH, 1881. 
Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho, Hongo. Tokio, Japan. 
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Direc- | 

tionof | N.W.1 E. | N.W./ N.W. | N.W. 1 SW. S. 

wind 

Weather] Clear| Fair Rainy| Clear | Clear Cloudy 


REMARKS, 


Heavy line represents barometer. 

Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 

— ....... represente Velocity of wind. 

percentage of humidity. 

Max. velocity of wind 34.5 miles per hour on Tuesday at 10 a.m. 
— barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of 

e sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 80218 
inches on at 10 a.m. and the lowest was 29°565 on Sun- 
day at 11 p.m. The highest temperature for the week was 65°.8 
on Thursday and the lowest was 32°.6 on Friday. The maximum 
and minimum for the corresponding week of year were 69° 
and 42°.5 respectively. . 

The total amount of rain for the week was ‘880 inches against 
a total of 1:280 inches for the corresponding week of last year. 

The percentages of humidity as exhibited in the above should be 
diminished by 10 per gent. throughout. 


CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning .............066 ..... ...... 
EBvening....... 
E. Coampxeys Irnwins, M.A, 
The Parsonage, 101. 


UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 
Sunday Morning ...............cs.see ses ecsessceecenees ll aM 
d Evening MPTTTTITITITTCMETTTTT TTT TTT TTT Tere TTT 8 PM 


Rev. Lcrnuee H. GULick, 
Pastor 


°9 
— — ee — — — 
—— — — — 


YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Datry :--9.30, and 9.45 a.u. ; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 p.m. 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 


-_—_—_——- — 


\ DaiLy;—6.45 and 9.30.1 ., aand 12.00; 1.30 aud 4.00 p.m 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By W. H.C. 
(From the Chess Players Chronicle.) 





BLACK. 
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WHITE. 





White to play and mate in 3 moves. 





SOLUTION OF CHESS ProBLeM OF APRIL 16TH, BY S. Loyb. 
White. Black. 


1.—Kt. to Kt. 4. 
2.—Kt. to R. 2. 
3.—Q. to K. eq. mate. 
3.—Kt. to B. 3, mate. 


3.—Q. to Q. 4, mate, 


1.—P. takes Kt. 
2.—P. tikes Kt. 


2.—K. to R. 8. 
2.—Kt.’s B. 7. 
1.—P. to Kt. 4. 


(April 23, 1881. 


| April 18, German schooner A. C. Bohm, Baade, 72, for Hunting 
cruise, despatched by P. Bohm 
April 20, British steamer Orestes, Webster, 1,283, for London via 
obe, Nagasaki and Hongkong, General, despatched by Wsutterfield 
& Swire. 

April 20, Japanese steamer Takasago Maru, Young, 1,230, for Shang- 
thai ard ports, Mails and General, despatched by M.B.Co. © 
April 21, American steamer City of Tokio, Cobb, 5,050, for San 

Francisco, Mails and General, ea by P. M. Co. 
April 22, Japanese steamer Aliteushima Maru, Frahm, 1,146, for 
Hakodate, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 22, German barque Joachim, Christian, Rickslefs, 457, for 
‘ewchwang, Ballast, despatched by Yuk Chee. 
April 22, Danish bark Koipenhaven, N. Meghieby, 352, for New. 
chwang, Ballast, despatched by Chinese. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per British steamer Sunda for Hongkong:—Mr. and Mrs. 
McDonald, Miss McDonald, Miss E. McDonald, Miss Rigg, Miss E. 
Willcox, Dr. Sieyfried, Messrs. J. Rickett and E. Ginsburg. 

Per British steamer Orestes for London vid Kobe, Nagasaki and 
Hongkong :—Mrs. Vincent and 2 children, Miss Vincent, Messrs, 

Ki ng, A. Mitchell — aon, 3 C. — — —— 

Per Japanese steamer asago Maru for i and ports :— 
Mr, and Mrs. Macy, Mr. and Mrs. Van der Hyden, Mr. and Mrs, 
Vela, Sig. Cobianchi, Mr. and Mrs. Ahrens, Mr. and Mrs. Kawa- 
eaki, Mrs. Macy, Miss Kate Waters, Messrs. Blanc, G. Conachi, W. 
C. Ward, ton, Robertson, Percival, Miller, J. de Boer, and 15 


Japanese in cabin. 
Tokio for San Francisco :—Mr. O. 


er American steamer City of 
P. Blethev, wife, two c i + Ad and Rev. J. E. Walker, 
K. M. 


















governess, 
wife and children, Messrs. J. Koshland, A. Oberlainder, 


Seanths. 


bury, C. E. Hill, Naval Constructor,G. W. Much, U.S.N., and 
Mrs. Much, Mrs. H. W. Osgood and 4 poe rng gg H. H. Leavitt, 
wife and 3 children, Rev. G. R. Leavitt, Allan Moore, 2 
children and eet — C. A. Adams, U. S. N. and Mrs. Adams, 
D. Henshaw Ward, Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Barnard, Rev. Warren H 
Cudworth, Lieut. Dillais, 8. M. Wren, Mrs. 
children and maid, and J. Popper in cabin. 


Thos. Walsh, 2 





2.—Q. takes P. at. Kt. 6. 2.—K. moves. 


3. . mate. 

‘ai if 1—K. toB. 8 
2.—Kt. takes P. ch. 2.—K. to Kt. 8. 
3.—Q. mates at R. 2. 


Correct solutions received from Omega and Q. 





— 22·— 





SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


INWARDS. 


April 17, Japanese barque Asrajishima Maru, Creighton, 660, from 
K Coals, to M. B. Co. 
April 16, British steamer Canton, Jaques, 1,095, from London, 
General, to W. M. Strachan & Co. 
April 17, British brig -Vinatitlan, J. Edwards, 219, from Takao, 
ugar, to Chinese. 
AS 18, Japanese steamer Genkai Alaru, Conner, 1,917, from Shang- 
ai and ports, Mails and General, to M. B. Co. 
= 19, Japanese steamer Kiushiu Maru, Davidson, 690, from Kobe, 
ils and General, to M. B. Co. 
April 19, French steamer Volga, Guirand, 1,502, from Hongkong, 
Mails and General, to M. M. Co. 
April 23, German schooner Auguste Reimers, Thompson, 207, from 
‘akao, Sugar, to Edward Fischer & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 

Per Japanese steamer (/rxkai Maru from Shanghai and ports :— 
Mr. and Mrs, C. P. Blethen, 2 children and governess, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo W. Much, Mr. and Mrs. Walker and child, Mrs. Osgood, 
and 4 children, Major Bridgford, Sir Arthur Stepney, Dr. Wagener, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ah Sun, Messrs. C. E. Hill, W. Robertson, A. B. de 
Farges, S. B. Glover. Laudall, A. W. Anderson, Luning, D. H. 
Ward, Rutherford, C. T. Battelle, Howie, MacMillan, A. I’. Thomp- 
eon, E. Ward, P. Falque, J. A. Thompson, Percival, Edimen, Ohtow. 
and 5 Japanese iu cabin; and § European, 247 Japanese and 3 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per French steamer Julya from Hongkong :—Messrs. Weghe, 
Iga, and Okamura. 

Per Japanese steamer Aiuehin Maru from Kobe -—1 Japanese. 








OUTWARDS. 


April 16, Japanese baryue Sumunoura Maru, Spiegenthal, 925 
aRaguoekic Ballast, despatched oy M. B. Co. sii — 

April 16, American sloop Alert, Huutington, 1,020 tons, 4-guns, for 
Bonin Islands. 

April 17, British steamer Sunda, Reeves, 1,074, for I 
Mails aud (:eneral, despatched by P. &. O. Co. 

April 17, British steamer Gleneagles, Bamfonl. 1,836, for Kobe. Ge- 
neral, despatched by Jardine, Mat reson & Co. ; ; 

April 17, Japanese steamer 7oukai Maru, Hoge. 1.047, for 
Mails and General, despatched by M. L. Co. 


lonzkong, 


Kobe, 


Digitized by Cox gle 





instant experi 
The decks were almost continually immersed while it lasted. 


the approach o 


at the peak 





CARGOES. 


Per Japanese steamer Genkai Marx from Shanghai and — 
Treasure... ... ... «. .Silver Yen 17,600.00 
Per French steamer Volga from Hongkong :— 


3,916 pkgs. 
Per American steamer —— for San Francisco :— 
From San Fran. N. York. Other Cities. 
— ae * “68° 33 
Nagasaki ...... ..... eve ceceee — — — _ 
Hiogo s wocesccecccccececencceescs — — — — 
Xoxkohama ................ 1,024 184 — 1,208 
Hongkong ........ — — — —_ 
J— 1,024 ‘195 v 
ea SILK : 
ran. N. York, Other Cities. T 
— JJ * 255 — * 
oactog 287 a 
—— ——— 2 67 — 3 
— 600 3) 6 
er Japanese steamer aru for Shanghai and porst:— 
REPORTS. 


The British brig Afinatitlan reports :—First part of the voyage 


strong northerly winds ; towards the close light variable winds. 


The German schooner Atguste Reimers 


:-—On the 17th 
ienced severe Me, 


gale from Ei olih Manes ates ces. 








LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 


are the signals made from the lightship to denote 
vessels :— 
Merchant steamer:—<A black ball, with the national lay of the 





The —— 


vessel below, at the yard arm. 


Mail steamer:—A black diamond, with the company's lay below, 


Man-of-war :—National Hag of the vessel at the peak. 
Sailing vessels :—Foraship; day B. (red): barque, tay C. (red 


ball on white evens) : brig, flay 1D. (white ball on blue ground) : 
schooner, flag 


with the vessel’s national tlay below as soon as it can be made out. 


~ (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 


YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASHIL. 


AM. A.M. A.M. Am. NOON. Vim. Pom. Vit. Pm. opm. P.M. P.M. P.M. 
7.0 8.15 9.3010.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 4.30545 7.0 8.15 9.30 10.40 


UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 


AM. AM. AM. AMO NOON. PLM. row. PM. Po. ple, ru. PM. OPM, 


| 7.0 8.15 9.30 10.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 4.30 5.45 7.0 8.15 9.30 10.40 


Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


April 23, 1881. J 


— — — — 


—E 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

















VESSELS IN HARBOUR. 
Name. C'ANTAEN, Kuag anno Ria. [Toss,. Krom, ALKIVED, (CloNntGN KS. 
sas — ecebeost, 3 aoe esi coy ate — — is 
STEAMERS. 
Canton Jacues British steamer 1,095 — vii Hongkong ——— 16 | W. M. Strachan & Co 
Genkai Mara Conner Japanese steamer | 1,917 | Shanghai & ports April 18 M.B. Co. 
Tansis Reynier French steamer 1,735 | Hongkong April 4] M.M. Co. 
Volga Guirand French steamer 1,502 | Hongkong April 19 M. MM. Co. 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Anna Dorathea T. Jansen German barque 343 | Takao Apr. 11 | Chinese 
Cilarnum Henle alien re ap ees Nov. 8 | Exlward Fischer & Co. 
Lady Bowen ain ritis rque 2 | Newcastle April 12 | Molli Fraser & Co. 
Miostitlan J. Edwards British bri 219 | Takao April 17 i — 
North Star Jansen Russian’ schooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hobnholsz & Co. 


| 
——————— ——— — — —e —— — — — — — 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 


ne ——— — — — — — — — — ———— — — — — — 

















Name. Guns.| Tors. |W, P. Descrivrion, | Waiter rrom, CoMMANDER. 
— —— — 
GERMAN—Vi .. . . - *22 19 2,000 _ Corvette Kobe Zirzow 
SMERICAN. Palos See. “Suan sdedl hee See. coe. Oe 940 840 | Sloop Kobe Errington 
ENGLISH— Albatross 6 306 — | Sloop Cruise Green 
! 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 


a a ae a eg eS en ee ee ee ee 











DESTINATION. NAath. | AGENTS, | ‘To nx DeseaTcHED. 
J eee ee a 
— — — — — | ---— 

San Francisco ... | Cilurnum , Edward Fischer & Co. | Unsettled 
Hongkong | Glamis Castle | A. J. Macpherson | About 25th A 
a ew York .. | Lord of the Isles ai Baker & Co. rene a 
Shanghai and w ts Genkai Maru 3. Uo. at 6 P.M. 
Hongkong Vin ray ports. | Kokonoye Maru | M. R Co Apnil 30th, at 6 P.M. 
Hongkong .. | Tanais | M. M. Co April 24th, at 9 a.m. 

Francisco... — Belgio O. & O. Co: May 12th 
New York vii Suez Canal * Glenartuey | Jardive, Matheson & Co. About 25th May 
New York ds. Bie Dae Benarty Mourilyan, Heimann & Co. Early in May 

| 
| 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


ed 


goods continues dull and unsatisfactory. Yarns are if anythin 


'S.—Busi in all descriptions of 
IMPORTS usiness in @ p ate wae at 


weaker, especially Indian sorts. Shirtings vominal and unchanged. 
inanimate. 


COTTON YARNS :— TTON PIECE GOODS :—Continned. 


to Medium ... por picul $28.50 to 30.50 Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds. 22 in. per piece $6.50 to 850 

Nos. 16 to 24, Common to Medium --- Por Pe $31.00 to 32.25 | VictoriaLawns ... ..12 » 42/3 n» $0.68 to 0.74 

Bombay, No. 20 do. edit ® “gue —— $28.50 to 30.00 - Taffachelass :— eco eel 2 ” 43 ” 9 $1.70 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32, Common to Medium... aged ee WOOLLENS :— 

” 38 ¢h — — £35.00 to 37,00 | Pisin Orleans ... ... ... «+» 40-42 yds. 32 in.... 4.50 to 5.50 


eee eee Figured Orleans ese eee coo 29-30 9 31 99 eee 3.50 to 4.25 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Lastings .. «eee coe cee 29-80 ,, SB ,, ...10.00 to 11.00 


Shictinge :—7 Ib. per piece 284 yds. 39in. $1.25 to 1.65 | Italian Cloth MOT TL 2 80 82 gy a 0.18 to 0.30 
Grey — fe a eats ee 39 in. eae — Camlet Cords... ... ... ... 29-30 . 22 - ae 4.50 to 5.50 
—— 9 1b. | 384 ,, Ain. $2.05 to2. ; —— 
T Cloths :—7 Ib. ... 1.24 yds. $2 in. per piece $1.35 to 1.55 — — —* — a's oie cate oot 
Drills, English:—14-15 lb. 40 » 30in. ,, $2.30 to 2.50 re Vina ie 3 ” age oe 
Indigo Shirtings:— ..12 ,, 44 in. ‘ $1.30 to 1.45 ? 1” slg . 
Prints :—Assorted ... ...24 ,, 30in. 15 $1.25 to 2.25 | Clothe, all wool plain or fancy... 46 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cottou Italians & Sateeus Black 32in. ;, $0.05} to 0.124 — wee cee cee cee Bh yy 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.40 
Turkey Reds: 2 to 2} Ib. 24 yds. 30 in. * $1.40 to 1.60 residents... ... ... ++ 54 ,, 056 ,,... 0.40 to 0.50 

Do. 2}to2}lb.24°,, 30in. , $1.55 to 1.70 Union... ws. ee vee 54 yy 0056 ,,... 0.30 to 0.50 
3 Ib... 8 sd 30 in. ” $1.70 to 1.80 Blankets, green, õ to 6 Ibs. eco eee per Ib. eee 0.35 to 0.37 


SAIGON RICE.—Stock, none. 
KEROSENE.—Stock is reduced to 330,000 cases. 


Sagar :-—Takaoin bag New... .... perpicul $4.20 Japan Rice... 1. cee eee tee eee rpicul $2. 
gt Olden ce om $8.00 Tapan Wheat one ne ceo sia da ada 
Taiwanfoo in bag... ...  ..- * gon Rice ſcargoJ] ... .. ... .. nom. $1.7 
Ching-pak aad We pak de = $7.75 to $8.50 | Kerosene Oil... J soe cee eee ee case $1.58 1:00 
China No. 4-5, Kongfun & Kook-fah... * $6.50 to $8.75 ; 


EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Oor silk market has been very quiet during the past week aud only about 120 shippi 
hands. Most buyers are now ontirely abstaining from purchases, and until scthiatl ting is known — — 
of the new crop in ree n revival of business can scarcely be expected. Prices are weak and the teudency is 
downwards, but with so little business doing, quotations are to a great extent nominal. Steck 1 ee 
Total shipments to date 20,342 bnles. : ; 7500 shipping bales. 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 23 ..........c.seseeeees $350 = 17/9 Nominal, 

no SM infra. ...ssse. $500 to $530 = 16/2 to 17/2 
Filatures.—No. =... 2... cece $670 to $680 = to 21/11 
—— $635 to $645 = 20/6 to 20,10 

n 90 Dewevre sccccccce $61 = 19/8 

Kakedas—Best ..............se000+- $650 = 21} 
Ss Medium & Good ...... $580 to $630 = 19/4 to 20/4 
Re-Recls Medium to Best......... $615 to $635 = 19/10 to 20/6 


oe 


TEA.—In the absence of any supplics there is no business passing. The s.s, City of Tokio left h 

° ° t 
instant and only took a few small samples of new lenf, and owing to the backward f ——— stele 
been postponed from the 7th to the 12th proximo. | . me neey Ch hae comets he 6s: Helgic uae 


ra 9 — ae See — Fine — F ee 
rood Common wie > sbek- aa ee ee Fi ste ane 

Mediuni oun — oA aoa — ats Nominal. —— eee ees bbe eco N 

Good Medium ... Choicest — = — wee eas ominal. 


EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


Owing to the absence of any Silk or Tea bills Lut little has been doing in pei i 
Bank bills has been settled for both the last American and the prescut mail at gradually adeagues — ———— 





Srencinu—Bank 4 months’ sight ........................ 3/9} to § On Suan — i 
Bank Bills on demand ...................... hi to : e ae Passio iodaye kk — —— 734 
. Private i months’ sight .. . . ................ 3103 i ON New York—Bank Bills on ——— — ————— 13% 
Sai ae ss asi. "Hea bat econ tended 2 Private 30 days’ sight... 
On Paris—Bank sight 0.0 ............ ............... 7H On San FRANCIS —— — J... 914 
- Private 4 months’ sight «0.0.0... ee 4.89 oe se Pree pee eee cee — ————— 908 
Ox HonckonG—Bank sight ..... —DD ——— 4 f° dirct. | KINSATz .. ———— bes cadena ie . 
Private 10 days’ sight ............... 1 y°disct. i GoLD YEN ou... eee ——— —— 








SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—Few vessels disengaged. Vessels on the berth :-— : : 
Lord of the Isles, Glenarteny and Benaty for New York ; cal g 8. ‘Ghenis Guillet Hann ——— 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 








NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
HIKU FLAT BUOY. 


Westward entrance of Shimonoseki 
Straits 


OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the BUOY 
advertised as having broken adrift from its moor- 
ings on the 25th January, 1881, has been replaced. 


BY ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 
‘Beaten, Yokohama, 
8th April, 1881. 


KEATING'’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 


| KILLS BUGS, 


FLEA S ; 
MOTHS, 
BEETL E Ss, 

THIS FOWDER is quite HARMLESS 
Bute —— bat i ; unrivalled ar —— Th Fone 
fnvalnahle for deetronine —— il ad ts 
their pet dogs. 


THIS ARTICLE has found so GREAT 
to vend a so-called 

sc ete 
KEATING. 2 au r+) 


sO 
— — — 
KEATING'S: WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 


KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
PURELY: VEGETABLE SWRETMEAT, both in — 
— taste, furniabing a method o 
preparation, and 


for Ghilanwe. ae jn 3238 by all Druggists. 
Prop ietor—THO MAS KEATING, London. 


NOTICE. 


f administe 
—— for TTRTESTINAL o or THREAD WORMS tt 
is especially adapted 





A ager UNDERSIGN ED will will tune Piauos from the Ist 


January, 1881, at the following rates :— 
In Yorouama. 


Single tuning - - - - - - $ 5.00 
Annual , - -----. 30.00 
In Toxro. 

Single tuning - - - - - - $ 7.00 

nual , ---+-+-- 40.00 


Lessons given on the Flute, Violin, English Concertina 


and Gu itar at moderate charges. 


PIANOS AND HARMONIUMS REPAIRED. 
C. WAGNER, 


No. 220c Bluff 


Yokohama, December 22nd, 1880. 


Google 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


NOTICE OF F REMOVAL. 


LANE. CRAWFORD & ( & Co., beg to inform their 


numerous friends and — that their 


BAKERY BUSINESS 


will, on and from the 11th instant, be carried on at 


No. 8&7, 


(formerly Messrs. NowRosEE & Co.’s bakey) 
Where all orders for 


BREAD, BISCUITS, CAKES, &c,. 


will be promptly attended to. 
Yokohama, April 8th, 1881. 


WERRYWEATHER & SONS 


Fire Engine Manufacturers, 


London. 





Nae undersigned having been appc:ntcd Agents for the 
above firm, are prepared to execute crcers for 


FIRE ENGINES & APPLIANCES 
STEAM TRAMWAYS, 


HYDRAULIC ENGINES 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


MALCOLM & CO., 
No. 66. 


Yokohama, 17th maton, 1880. 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & 60., 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 


——— = 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND 
EXPORTERS 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MACHINERY. 
May 4, 1878. 


HORD |: & Co., 
GENERAL 


COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 
Forwarding Agents. 


No. 5, WATER STREET. 
Yokohama, April 18th, 1881. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





TRADE MARE. 





ELLWOOD’S 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION 
AGAINST SUN STROKE. 





To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters aud Outfitters 
and Whoiesale only of 


J, ELLWOOD & SONS, 


LONDON. 


Beware of Useless Imitations. 


— — — — — 


**Hignest AWARD & Prizk MEDAL PHILADELPHIA 
Exuiarriox, 1876.” 





— 

iA 

y ‘ 

— —— — ————— — 
PREPARED EXPRESSLY FOR THE Parent Kwirs- 
CLEANING Macuixes, IxpIA Rusper anpD Bure 
Leatner Kwnirg Boaxos. KNIVES CONSTANTLY 
CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 
TO MRW CUTLERY. PACKETS 3D. EACH; AND TINS, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 AND 4/- EACH. 





PREVENT FRICTION IN CLEANING AND IXJURY TO 
Tax cnire. Oaxey's WeLtinoron Kxire Pottsx 
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We notice, with much pleasure, the transfor to Constan- 
tinople of Mr. Plunkett, formerly First Secretary of Lega- 
tion in Japan. The change will be welcome not only as a 
step of promotion, but also because the climate of St. 
Petursburg—Mr. Plunkett's former station—is not every- 
thing that could be desired. 

Various other changes in the diplomatic service are also 
on the tapie. It is rumoured, for example, that Sir Thomas 
Wade will probably go home on leave this summer, and if 
this be so, there is perhaps a possibility that Japan may 
farnish his successor. This prospect would at any rate ac- 
count in part for Sir Harry Parkes’ very protracted stay in 
London. There once existed, no doubt, tolerably strong 
arguments agninst such an appointment, but time has 
Weakened their force. At any rate the latest intelligence 
from home represents Sir Harry’s movements as more un- 
Certain than ever. Either of two contingences would 
assuredly bring him out here at once ; au acceptance by 
the Treaty Powers of Japan's proposals for revisiou, or 
AN evident impossibility of any immediate arrangement. 
As a matter of fact the Japanese draft has not met with 
Unqualified approval anywhere, but on the other hand, 
that both patties should fail to discover any room 
for concession is most uulikely. So long as the 

Ue remains uncertain Sir Harry’s presence in Eug- 
land will probably he found essential, and mean- 


Google 


while we can ensily conceive that the unusually smooth 
progress of affairs in Japan, and the cousequeut cessation of 
troublesome reference or embarrassing complaiot, may 
appear to the Foreign office a very welcome phase of 
Eastern relations. The truth is that Japan has long out- 
grown the condition which rendered a somewhat rough 
fashion of treatment justifiable, for our sakes first, for her 
own, afterwards. Her joints have grown too strong and 
ber sinews too tough to endure that violent stretching on 
the bed of Procrustes to which it was formerly the pbilan- 
thropic fashion to subject her. We do not pretend to say 
that things are 80 completely altered as to warrant an 
absolute abandonment of restraint or reserve, but we do say 
that a hard aud fast policy caunot possibly be logical in the 
presence of perpetually changing conditions. What we 
want here now is diplomacy, sufficiently skillful not only to 
heal old wounds but to avoid inflicting fresh ones. With- 
out inviting a charge of gross injustice, we may no lounger 
refuse Japan the consideration formerly witheld on the 
grounds that she had not yet begun what is now in a great 
measure accomplished. She has, with wonderful versatility 
and not without pain, monided herself on the models we 
offered her, and should we still persist in regarding her as 
shapeless, her docility will offer a very marked contrast to 
our own obstinacy. There is little reason to doubt that 
those who were once her most resolute tutors would by 
avy means be the last to acknowledge her proficiency, but 
there is every reason to fear that their aptitude might be 
much marred by association, and for these reasons we should 
gladly welcome achange which is certainly among the 
possibilities of the immediate futare. 





One of our coutemporaries has discovered a new “ mare's 
nest” in the circumstances of the transfer of the Takashima 
coal mine to Mr. Iwasaki. These cireumstances “ demand,” 
says the Gazette, “the closest scrutiny, unless indeed all 
sense of honour in monetary obligations is a thing of the past 
in Japan.” We are inclined to think that our contempo- 
rary would have done well had he ascertaiued the trath of 
his premises before venturing upou such insinuations. A 
very simple enquiry would have told him, that the price 
paid for the mine was nearer six hundred thousand dollars 
than sixty thousaud yen, and that all just claims upon the 
properly have been recognized and provided for. It is not 
at all impossible, indeed, that the “suit involving a sum of 
62,000 yen" has not been included among the coutingent 
liabilities, but upon this point of course we are not at liber- 
ty to speak. Rational men might have been disposed to 
pause before intertaining such extraordinary suspicions as 
those our coutemporary’s words suggest, but it has been 
well said “that to be uniformly rational is to be generally 
dull.” 





On the 23rd instant His Excellency the First Minister of 
State presented to Captain A. R. Brown, Chief Super: 
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fourth class. His Excellency, spenking on behalf of His 
Majesty the Emperor, thanked Captain Brown for his long 
and most efficient performance of the duties entrusted to 
him by the Japanese Government, alluding especially to 
his services in connection with the Formosan Compnaign. 
Ie will no doubt be remembered that in view of possible 
complications with China, the Foreign Representatives, 
when the expedition to Taiwan was finally determined on, 
interdicted the charter by the Japanese Government, for 
transport purposes, of vessels flying the flags of their res- 
pectivo nationalities. It thus fell out that the only steamer 
immediately available was the Zadkia, an old P. & O. 
boat, which had passed into the possession of the Naval 
Department. The Zadkia had once, no doubt, been a 
tolerably staunch craft, but at the time of which we write 
she suffored from a slight infirmity in the shape of a leak, 
almost worthy to be called a hole. On her way down to 
Nagasaki, under Captain Brown’s charge, she encountered 
a severe gale and took iu a quantity of water that seriously 
alarmed her native passengers ; so seriously, indeed, that 
they declined to avail themselves of her services any farther 
than Nagasaki. Captain Brown, however, did not consider 
her unsafe, and in support of his opinion he advanced 
a tolerably strong argument, for he offered to sail 
her himself to Formosa or anywhere else. Even 
this assnrance, however, failed to restore confidence. 
There was uothing for it but to purchase ships then and 
there for the trausport of General Saigo and his troops 
southward, and it was at this junctnre that the services of 
Captain Brown proved especially valunble. On him de- 
volved almost the whole work of procuring the vessels, 
equipping them, and appointing their officers aud crews ; 
and the zeal and ability he displayed deservedly wou for 
him very high eulogy. He subsequently commanded the 
Takasago-maru (originally the Delta) when she carried 
General Saigo and 1,500 men to Formosa, and there also 
he proved himself an officer of exceptional capabilities. 
Since that time (1874) he has remained in the service of 
the Imperial Government, but though his daties in connec- 
tion with the Marine Office have enabled him fully to sus- 
tain bis former reputation, it was his Formosau war services 
that procured bim the honor of a decoration. The fact that 
six years have been required to obtain the consent of Her 
Majesty's Government in this matter will sufficiently ex- 
plain Enpglishmen’s exception from a distinction already 
conferred upon many foreiguers. Any subject of the Queen’s 
is of course at liberty to accept a foreign order, without 
special permission, aud to wear it ou all occasions except 
levees aud ether State ceremonies. Naturally, however, a 
decoration couferred under such conditions loses its national 
character, and it is very conceivable that the Emperor of 
Japan may feel little inclination to expose the order of the 
“ Rising Sun” to the indignity of exclusion from all assem- 
blies of an official character. It is not in the nature of 
Englishmen to set much store by unmerited distinctions. 
Their national habit of mind leads them to ridicule, rather 
than to reverence, decorations which for the most part tes- 
tify uothing more than that their possessers have, at some time 
or other, made their way into certain presences or fulfilled 
certain social obligations. Still there is a mensure of cha- 


rin in the thought that services worthy of distinction are 
ften disqualified by a despotic custom, while those that 
sal it be ignored without serious injustice are made eligible 
eee facile codes. Captain Brown’s case, however, 
by es that this state of things is not irremedinble, and we 
ae perhaps hope that the precedent now established will 


not remain isolated, 
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intendont, Marine office, the order of the “ Rising Sun,”| At the same timo Eugland does, it must ie cdc 
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carry her prejudices a little too far in some instances. None 
of us desire to deck ourselves with ribbons we have tot 
deserved, nor to solicit honours that have been rendered 
comparatively valueless by indiscriminute bestowal. Our 
estimate of the relative worth of English and foreign orders 
may not unjustly be iu proportion to their respective acces- 
sibility, but this can only apply to the case of decorations 
given in recognition of merit. There is, as we all know, 
another principle that regulates such matters, and accord- 
ing to that principle the orders of all countries should rank 
alike. A term very much stronger than discourtesy might 
be applied to the conduct of a nation that offers to exchange 
its own third-class, for another nation’s first-class, docora- 
tion, when the wearers of those decorations are to be the 
sovereigns of the countries concerned. Yet this is what has 
been done by Great Britaiu. All the other great European 
Powers accepted the first-class of the “ Rising San” and 
gave in return the best orders they possessed. England 
aloue fancied she would be wronged by a similar exchange 
and proposed her “Star of India” as a just equivalent, 
thereby arrogating a superiority such conduct can only teud 
to disprove, and pulting aslight not upon Japan alone, but 
upon all the other uations whose example she refused to 
follow. Bluff Britons may see something to be proud of in 
this display of insular prejadice, but we have not mach 
difficalty in guessing the opinion it has elicited from more 
impartial judges. 





On the 23rd instant His Excellency, the First Minister of 
State, presented the order of the Rising Snun—fourth-class 
—to Surgeon Major A. W. Schultze, M.D., of His I. G. 
M. Army. 

Iu December 1874, Dr. Schultze, with the consent of his 
own Government, was appointed to the chair of Surgery 
and Opthalmology in the Imperial Japanese Medica! Col- 
lege, or, as it is now termed), the Medical Department of 
the Tokiyo University (Daigakkd) ; a position which he 
has occupied ever since, with the exception of « short leave 
of absence in 1878. Under his direction an extended 
course of instruction in surgery and opthalmology has been 
carried on at the University, and in 1879 the first batch of 
medical students passed out of the college, after successfully 
undergoing a final examination very similar to that pree- 
cribed in Germany. Siuce then twenty or thirty gentlemen 
have graduated every year and been appointed as phyisiciaas 
inthe army or at the different Hospitals in the Prefectares. 
Connected with the College isa Hospital, where uo less than 
9,504 patients suffering from eye diseases have beeu treated 
since 1876, and more than 4,000 cases have passed directly 
through Dr. Schultze’s hands. The studeuts have thus 
enjoyed the advautages of a thorough practical as well ss & 
theoretical training, aud the result reflects the highest 
credit on their own industry as well as on the ability of 
their instructor. Unfortunately for Japan the rules of the 
German army necessitate Dr. Schultze’s return at the e 
of this year, by which time he will have completed ser" 
years service. The work he has done, however, will no 
be easily forgotten, and iu congratulating him sincerely — 
the distinction so deservedly bestowed on him, we desire 10 
add our voice to the unanimous verdict of applause he hes 
won from all those associated with him during his long au 
useful sojourn in Japan. 





° it 
The Governor of Tokiyo last year submitted to — 
Assembly—at the close of the session -a plan for eb 
ing the “ Central Division of the City,” and for cons 
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a harbour iu the Bay of Yedo. This plan was accompanied 
by a memorandum, setting forth the grounds and objects of 
the proposed improvements, and requiring cach member to 
furnish a written statement of his views. It was stated in 
the memorandum, that the city—which at present consists of 
fifteen Urban Divisions, containing in the aggregate 1352 
streets and covering nearly 2 square ri—is too extensive, and 
that, as a consequence, even the most thriving quarters are 
jn part occupied by poor people, who being quite unable to 
build their houses of substantial materials, live in flimsy, 
inflammable structures, so favorable to the spread of fire that 
thousands of habitations are destroyed in every conflagration. 
From a sanitary point of view also, the existing arrangement 
is highly unsatisfactory. In almost every ward, not exclusive 
of those occupied by the wealthiest classes, roughly construct- 
ed dirty out-houses are to be found, while the wells are in 
close proximity to the sewers. In short the defective 
shygienic condition of the city has been abundantly proved by 
the recent prevalence of cholera and other epidemic diseases. 
All this being fairly attributable to the vast extent of the 
present City Districts as compared with the requirements of 
the citizens, it is highly desirable that some re-arrangement 
should! be effected, with the view of narrowing the limits of 
the city proper. This would of course require a long time 
for its accomplistiment, but it is essential that some plan 
should be immediately determined upon, so that a guide may 
exist in the event of building or allotment, as well as in the 
selection of sites for Government offices, and routes for 
ayueducits, gas-maing, Ge. The memorandum points out 
that by some scheme of this sort alone can the occupation of 
the City Districts be ultimately confined to the rich merchants 
and a certain measare of security from fires &c., attained. 
It then proceeds to say, that in connection with this idea 
anuther question suggests itself—a question not less 
vital to the prosperity of ‘Tokiyo—viz., the construction, 
in the Bay of Yedo, of a harbour suited to foreign shipping, 
so that Tokio may become the centre of both internal and 
external commerce. ‘This undertaking must equally be a 
work of time, but as the re-arrangement of the city should 
be made in accordance with the position of the proposed har- 
boar, it is necessary that the latter also be forthwith con- 
sidered. On the supposition then that the harbour be formed 
80 as to extend from the mouth of the Sumidagawa to the 
forts at Shinagawa, the most appropriate district for the city 
proper would no doubt be the part extending to the moat 
over which the [Kaji-bashi is built, on the west; to the Kan- 
dagawa, or a little beyond (thus including a portion of 
Asakusa) on the north; to the Okawa, on the east, and to 
Shinbashi on the Kanasugigawa on the south : or perhaps in 
the event of an increased prosperity in the southern quarter, 
accompanied by a corresponding decline of trade in the 
northern, the limit of the latter might be retreated to Nihon- 
bashi and that of the former extended to Tamachi (Shiba). 
Such were the general proposals made by the Municipal 
authorities, the consideration of details being left to the 
representatives of tle people under the advice of competent 
engineers. A committce of investigation was subsequently 
formed, consisting of military, medical and other Government 
officers, with certain civil engineers and members of the Local 
Assembly. Meetings of this committee have since been held 
from time to time in the office of the Municipality, and the 
survey of the proposed harbour is at present going on under 
the direction of the Hydrographical Department of the Navy. 
Pending the conclusion of this survey, we are not in a posi- 
tion to describe the nature of the work, but that it will be 
both costly and extensive is tolerably certain. Of course it 
cannot yet be positively predicted that the harbour portion of 
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the design will ever be undertaken at all, but the “lines” 
for the prevention of the spread of fires, reccutly notified, 
seem to he based upon the scheme for the re-arrangement of 
the City Districts, and we may therefore fairly presume, that 
in part at least the project has found favour. It is scarcely 
necessary to point out what an effect would be prodaced upon 
Yokohama by the construction of a good harbour at Tokiyo, 
or whit a field fur profitable investment the Tsukiji Conces- 
sion would offer under such circumstances. We trast, how- 
ever, that long before mail steamers find an anchorage within 
the line of forts at Shinagawa, foreigners will be able to pur- 
chase laud and live anywhere they please in Japan. — 





We observe that Major Mima of the Imperial Infantry 
has been appointed Lieut.-Colonel of Gendarmerie. Probably 
this means tbat he will take command of the Tokiyo Gen- 
darmes, as the recently published regulations assign that 
post to a Lieut.-Colonel. 

It is reported in some quarters that the Gendarmerie will 
uot be organized until the promulgation of the revised mili- 
tary code, now in course of preparation, and in others, that 
they will commence their duties simultaueously with the 
enforcement of the new criminal code promulgated last year. 
The former seems to be the more likely view, but at any rate 
it will be some time before the men actually begin to patrol, 
for it appears that the construction of their stations cannot 
be commenced before the beginning of the ensuing fiscal year, 
the amount of appropriation for the current year having been 
found inadequate to defray the estimated expenses, viz., 
1,500 yen per station. 


The entry of the French troops into Tanis is a piece of 
news that suggests the possibility of uupleasant complica- 
tions, It has apparently caused some commotion in politica, 
circles, but that itis likely to disturb the good relations 
between England and France, we do uot for a moment 
believe. There will not of course be wantiug men to whom 
a French occupation of Tunis would signify a step towards 
the establishment of a new power iu the Mediterranean, or 
in other words, of an influence opposed to that of Austria, 
Italy and England. Mons. Gambetta has certainly shown 
that mystery is a weapou of statecraft he sometimes con- 
descends to employ, aud it is just within the range of 
possibilities that he may have soms secret admiration for 
the policy of Louis Bonaparte—that illegal policy of intrigue 
and vccupation of extra-European countries, in order to 
divert the minds of his countrymen from achewes that aimed 
at the realization of “ Cæsar's golden dream.” Bat, if this 
be so, there are three rather serious obstacles in Mons. 
Gambetta’s path ; first the opinion of the French nation, 
which is not likely to tolerate such proceedings, and will 
certainly regard them as a doubtful recommendation 
to the presidency ; second, the disapproval of Italy and 
Grent Britain, and third, Prince Bismark, who has, as he 
says himself, “a peculiar dislike to warlike attitudes in 
France.” Mons. Gambetta is, however, too shrewd a states- 
man to he the subject of such predictious. He is not likely 
to add another name to the list of despotic rulers Italy has 
given Frnce, from the times of Catterina de Medici and 
Cardinal Mazzarino, down to those of the Bonaparte family. 

So far as Tuuia itself is concerned, the occapation could 
not be regarded as an unmitigated blessing. Algiers, Co- 
chin Chinn, Pondicherry, Martinique, Guyeane, Tahiti, 
Réunion, and New Caledonia scarcely warrant us in attri- 
buting to the people of the Seine much genius for coloniza- 
tion. Of Algiers indeed it has beeu jestiugly said, that with 
the exception of Cafes chantauts, couturiéres aud modistes 
de Marseille, fow evidences of Freuch grandeur exist there. 
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Pretty much on a par with this statement is the following 
paragraph in one of the Kolnische Zeitung'’s Inte ixsues :— 
“ Although Algiers has uow a civil governor, events occur 
there that almost persuade onc to fancy the colony is under 
the rule of a Pelissier or some pro-consul of similar procli- 
vities. Two bundred and fifty days ago the military autho- 
rities of Biskra (province of Constautina) arbitrarily ar- 
rested thirty-two Arabiaus, and in spite of repeated pro- 
tests from the European inhabitants, as well as remon- 
strances addressed to the Civil Governor by the Prefoct of 
Constautina, the unhappy natives are still iu prison. The 
motives assigned for their arrest are, that, on the occasion 
of a long drought, the inhabitants of au oasis near Biskra, 
having effered up iueffectual prayers, had recourse to a 
ceremony called the “feast of the buck,” which has the 
effect of enragiug heaven, and so, causing rain. In fact, 
after the ceremony, it did rain for five days, and the saga- 
cious inhabitants of the oasis filled their reservoirs. This 
proceeding, however, roused tho suspicions of the command- 
ant, who supposed the Arabians were collecting water as a 
preliminary to a war of independence. He accordingly 
made all necessary preparations, and moreover devised the 
stratagem of inviting the various chiefs of families to Biskra. 
They came to the number of thirty-two, and were imme- 
diately thrown into prison. The affair will no doubt be 
brought to the notice of the Chamber after Governor Grévy’s 
arrival in Paris, but in the meanwhile there is great indig- 
nation in the province of Constantina, because these Ara- 
bians, whose liberty the brother of the President is not able 
to graut, proved themselves to be sincere friends of France 
two years ago during the rebelliou of the Aures.” 





The native journals bave a great deal to say just at 
present about the Korean Mission to Japan and its failure. 
Not unnaturally the subject excites much interest both 
amoug the Japanese and ourselves, for the proposal to 
despatch such a mission and its subsequent miscarriage are 
evidences at once of the dogged spirit of soclasion that still 
rules in Korea, and of the gradual leavening Japanese tact 
aud patience have set up in the mass of inert conservatism. 
The story of the mission is somewhat romantic. Its chiefs 
were seven geutlemen, all men of erudition and some of very 
high rank. At no time were they able to make their 
purpose public. Popular indignation would inevitably have 
interposed, and even the influence of the king must have 
failed to procure them free passage. They set out therefore 
from the capital separately and at different times, with the 
avowed object of travelling in Korea itself aud roportiug on 
the condition of the country districts, but in reality with 
the intention of waking their way to Toraifu, where a 
Japanese steamer, the Sumito-maru, chartered in Ozaka for 
the purpose, was to meet them and carry them eastward. 
No officinl communication had been made to the Japan- 
ese Government, and so far as is known, evety precau- 
tion was taken to preserve secrecy, but it is plain 
that an undertaking of the sort must have included 
many coufidantes. The design of the seven gentlemeu 
became known to the leaders of the anti-foreign party. 
Shrewd enough to foresee that the leaching of observation 
alone is needed to make Koren open her arms to Western 
civilization, but not sufficiently astute to understand that 
Opposition, organised in the face of such prescicnce, myst 
ultimately be accounted not patriotism but illiberality, they 
assembled the most resolute of their followers, and at the 
head of seven huudred armed men, presented a petition to 
the throue. The exact terms of that petition remains as 
yotasecret. Its proximate effect, however, was tliat the 
mandenaone et Toraifunever took place. The Sumito-maru 
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lay at her appointed berth until the 21st. of March, when 
her captain received from the Prefect forfeit money to the 
amount of 1,000 yen and au apology for his bootless errand. 
The King had ovidently yielded to the pressure of the anti- 
foreign party, and for the moment, an expedition that pro- 
mised much, has bec completely frustrated. 

But an event of this sort can scarcely fail to teach the 
Koreans their inability to fight against the future. Forces 
are abroad that will soon defy their most conservative 
traditions. The winter has been long, but when the thaw 
once sets in—and set in it most certainly has—the rapidity 
of the glacier’s fall will be out of all proportion to its 
magnitude and apparent immobility. : 





Public interest in Korean affairs is divided between the 
failure of the seven liberals’ mission and the disappearance 
of Ritonin, a Korean gentleman, for some time resident iu 
Tokiyo. Ritouin, daring his stay in Japan, had been a 
constant observer of Japanese progress and had lost no 
opportanity of iustracting himself in Western science and 
history. As might have been expected he became a com- 
plete convert to the policy of international intercourse, and 
his way of thinking on this question was as well known ia 
his own country asin Japan. He was recalled to Korea 
by the offer of a leading position in the Zorigamon or 
Council of State, and it was not unreasouable to anticipate 
that his tenare of office would be distinguishe! by some 
exceptionally liberal reforms. He reached Korea, however, 
only to disappear, so completely that even ramour is un- 
ablo to discover his whereabouts, and all the enquiries set 
on foot by Messrs. Hanabusa and Kondo have failed to 
elicit anything as to his fate. The powerful auti-foreign 
reaction that is evidently taking place in the permisala 
leads us to foar that Ritonia has fallun a victim to his pre- 
mature enlightenment, and if so, his case will be another 
instance of those untoward accidents that always mark the 
progress of great reforms. All this, too, enables us to form 
some conception of the difficulties Japan has to encounter 
in her dealings with the hermit country. We do not hear 
much of diplomatic squabbles, movements of gunbosts and 
ultimate of Ministers, but this very silence ought to teach 
us, not thet causes of complaint are wanting—for as a matier 
of fact they exist plentifully in the form of obstructions, 
outrages and breaches of faith—bat that Japan has been 
sensible enough to read her own history, and to perceive 
that men who refuse to look at life through any spectacles 
save those of their own construction, may force theic fellows 
to submission indeed, bat can never hope to win their 


sympathy. 


On Wednesday evening (27th inst.) His Excellency the 
Minister for Germany entertained the residents of Tukiyo 
and Yokohama at the Legation, Nagata-cho, Tokiyo. 
Among the company we noticed the Imperial Princes, the 
Privy Couucillors and Ministers of Departments, as well as 
the Foreign Representatives. It is scarcely unecessary to 
say that the affuir was a thorough success. Iu spite of a 
very large number of guests, the new legation’s spacious 
apartments presented no appearance of over-crowding, aud 
this was more cspecially the case with the ball-room, which 
is certaiuly the lest place of its kind in Japan. There was 
in truth but ono drawback to perfect enjoyment; the 
absence of H. E the Minister fur Russia, and the recollec- 
tion of the sad event that forbade his presence. 





We learn with much pleasure that Sir E. J. Reed’s work 
on Japan is having a large sale. Mr. Murray, the pub- 
lisher has already unnouuced the issue of a secoud edition. 
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It has come to our enrs also—on unimpeachable authority — 
that the talented author bas reccived most complimentary 
letters on the subject of his book from some of the leading 
members of the presont, as well as of the late, Cabinet, and 
we hope soon to be able to furnish our readera with extracts 
from those letters. 
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Three Imperial notices—Nos. 33, 34 and 35—were issued 
on the 28th instant by H. I. H. Arisugawa, Second Minis- 
ter of State, in the absence of the First Minister. Their 
subjects are (1) anew Financial Law, i. ¢. a law regalating 
the system of dealing with the national finances, (2), a 
Classification of the items of Annual Revenue, and (3) the 
Constitution and Rules of the Board of Audit, which was 
created in March, 1880. Want of time prevents us from 
giving au extended notice of these enactments in our pre- 
sent issué, but we hope to do so next week. 





It has recently been hinted in certain quarters, that the 
Privy Council will probably soon inclade a Section, or Com- 
mittee, styled “ Section of Agriculture and Commerce ” 
(Noshomu-bu.) There seems to be good reason for crediting 
this rumour, since under the existing constitution, there is no 
Section that can be charged with the control and supervision 
of the newly created Department (Noshdmushd), except 
the Section for Home Affairs, whose functions are already 
excessive as compared with those of other Sections. The 
list of Government Departments, recently published in these 
columns, shows that there are six Sections of the Privy 
Council, viz :—Legislative, Finance, War, Home Affairs, 
Justice and Forcign Affairs. Most of these Sections are 
charged with the control. of one or two aduminiatrative De- 
partments respectively, while the Section for Home Affairs 
alone has to supervise the Departments of Education, Public 
Works and Home Affairs, with this last’s semi-independent 
Board of Metropolitan Police, as well as the Colonization 
Commission. Plainly, therefore, if the control of the new 
Department be finally entrusted to this Section, its functions 
would be quite disproportionate. For the present of course 
the arrangement is inevitable, but we may safely predict 
either a redistribution of duties among the various Scctions, 
or the creation of a new one. 





The drawiug of lots for deciding the numbers of certain 
kinds of Bonds, redeemable during the cucrent fiscal year 
(1880-81), took place at the ‘Tokiyo Municipal office on the 
18th instant, and the resnits have now beeu published by 
the Minister of Finance. These Bouds are of three kinds : 
—Voluutarily Capitalized Pension Bonds, New Bouds 
(i.e. Bonds issued in payments of Han debts), and Bonds 
given to Shinto priests whon their pensions were com- 
muted ; and the respective amounts set down for redemption 
are, 2,310,900 yen; 100,450 yen and 33,100 yen. On the ap- 
pointed day (18th instant) the officers of the National Debt 
Burean procceded to the Municipal office, where the 
greater number of the Bonds are registered, and sum- 
moniug the Manager of the First National Bauk, with 
about thirty of the principal Bond-holders to repre- 
sent the general interest, drew lots in their prescuce to 
decide the numbers of the Bonds to be redecmed, the im- 
partiality aud honesty of the proceeding being subsequently 
certified by the Bond-holders who were present. The 
Minister of Finance has now notified the holders of the 
fortuunte numbers to place themselves in immedinte 
communication with the offices of the Local Governments, 
Who in thoir turn aro directed to forward the necessary 
teturus to the Treasury. It is further proclaimed that 
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Bondsthus redeemed will bear interest (o the end of this 


month. 

We need scarcely suggest to our readers the inferences 
to be drawn from this punctuality displayed by the Govern- 
ment in mecting their engagements. The aggregate amount 
of redeemable Bonds is a fixed quantity, and in no one 
instance have the holders had reason to complain of the 
Treasury's want of faith. 


— — — 


On the 18th inst, the Minister for Home Affairs notified 
the Local Authorities throughout the Empire, that “in 
future, applications from Banks, Mercantile Companies or 
private persons for policemen to be stationed in their 
premises as guardians of property &c., shall be granted, 
provided the expenses incurred be defrayed by tho ap- 
plicaut.” ‘This privilege has hitherto been accorded to 
Banks &c. by special application and permission, but it is 
now extcuded to everybody—inclading, we believe, foreigu 
residents—while the conditions to be complied with are 
cousiderably simplified. 





We learn from Jl Diritto that Mr. Monosuke Sano, who 
has been charged by the Japanese Government to study 
the Italian system of cremation, is now pursuing his in- 
vestigations in Milan. 





The matters submitted for consideration by the assembly 
of local officials charged with development of agriculture 
in their respective provinces are reported to be: (1) 
Revision of the methods euployed in preparing agricultural 
statistics (2) Exchange of sceds (between the different 
prefectures) and their transport. (8) Supply of-manure. (4) 
Establishment of a Society for investigating fishery affairs ; 
and the protection of marine production (e. g. fish, Sea 
weeds &c.). (5) Subject of rewards granted for meritorious 
services calculated to promote agriculture. 





An Imperial Decree (No. 25) issued on the 23rd. inst. 
abrogates articles 295 and 304, as well as a portion of Art 
306 of the “ Revised Crimiual Code,” (Kaitei-Ritsarei) i. e. 
the criminal code now in force. The cancelled articles are 
those that provide fur the reduction of punishment, by one 
degree, of convicts giving notice to the authorities of any 
plot among their comrades for breaking out of prison, in time 
to permit preventive steps to be taken ; or of convicts, who in 
the event of fire, flood or any similar accident, make no 
attempt to escape, but lend usefal aid to the officials. 

Considering that these articles have now been in force for 
nearly eight years, it is difficult to divine any immediate 
cause for their repeal, and one is disposed to argue that, 
despite the statements constantly appearing in the native 
journals, the new criminal code (promulgated last year) will 
not be put into operation for some time still. 





The theatre at Shiutomiza scldom fails to attract large 
audiences, but its present “run” is altogether exceptional, 
partly uo doubt because of the presence of so many pro- 
vincials, who havo been attracted to Tokiyo by the Na- 
tional Exhibition, aud who feel that they will not be ablo to 
say they have “done” the cupital unless they have visited 
the theatre, but partly also owing to the attractive nature 
of the piece represented. It is entitled “The Divine- 
raiment-like blossoms of Ureno” (Kumo-ni-mago Uyeuo 
no hatsuhana), and is founded on tho history of one Kéchi- 
yama, a chamberlain (Obddzn) of the Tokngawa family, 
and his accomplice Kataoka, a retainer of the Shogun. 

{Tho sceno is laid iu Tokiyo aud the period is the beginning 
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of thepresentcentury. The Chamberlain (Ichikawa Danjuro) 
was one of those Inrge-minded rascals not unfrequently met 
with in Japanese anuals, who regard swindling as a very 
worthy and profitable pursuit, provided the victims be 
chosen among the wealthy classes and uever among the 
indigent or helpless, and provided certain beneficent services 
be occasionally rendered to these latter as a sct off against 
the wrongs done to the former. ‘The most interesting 
incident in the chamberlain’s career is that which forms 
the subject of the third act. ‘The scene introduces us to the 
palace of a nobleman, the lord of Matsuye, where Namiji, 
the daughter of a merchant, is employed as a chambermaid. 
The girl's beauty attracts her lord’s attentiou, and he pro- 
poses to make her his mistress, but love, that “ Alpine 
hare-bell hung with tears” has already visited her. She is 
betrothed, and obstinately refuses to receive the noblemau’s 
addresses, whereupon he causes her to be put iu confinement 
aud subjected to slow tortures until she learns to be 
more pliant. Her father, hearing of his daughter's 
cruel treatment, but utterly powerless to succour her 
himself, tells the story to Kochiyama, who readily under- 
takes to interfere. To this end he assumes tho disguise of 
an envoy from the Imperial Prince (who used to reside at 
Uyeno,) and boldly presents himself at tho noble’s palace. 
Tho latter, uot a little astonished at a visit which was sel- 
dom vouchsafed to one of his rank, makes hasty prepara- 
tions to receive the envo;, and Kochiyama, attended by a 
large retinue, comes upon the scene. “It has been re- 
ported,” ho says, “to His Imperial Highness the Prince, 

that the lord of Matsnye’s conduct is the subject of universal 

censure, and more especially that he has treated one of his 
chambermaids with unparalleled cruelty. He is therefore 
commanded to mend his ways and begin by restoring Na- 
miji forthwith to her parents.” The noble has of course 
no alternative. He sends the girl back to her people, and 
she has barely nade good her escape when a vassal of 

Matsuye recognises the disguised chamberlain. Of course 
there is immediate question of arresting Kochiyama aud 
causing him to be puuisbed, but he, without the least 
show of trepidation, poiats out that if he be carried before 
the authoritios, he will certainly expose the noble’s crimes 
and the result will inevitably be the confiscation of the 
Matsuye estates. The upehot therefore is that instead of 
punishment, he receives a handsome douceur, and is allow- 
ed to leave the yashiki in triumph. Of course Kochiyama’s 
arrest and execution form the subject of the last act, but 
he certainly has the sympathies of his audience whatever 
he deserved of his coutemporaries. 





Mr. T. R. Shervinton, M.I.C.E., who has resigned his 
position as Principal Engineer of the Japanese Government 
Railways—southern section—nnd is on the evo of leaving 
for England, was the recipient of a very pleasing acknow- 
ledgment at the hauds of the native authorities on Thursday 
the 21st inst. when he was entertained by the Chief Commis- 
sioncr of Railways, Mr. Inouye Masaru, at a farewell tiffin, 
held iu the large saloon at Jiyusei’s, Nakanoshima, Osaka, 
aud met the untive engineers, who bad been trained under 
his direct instruction, and more or less closely associated in 
the construction and maintenance of the southern lines of 
railway during the past seven or eight years. Iu addition 
to those gentlemen—numbering over twenty—there were 
present, Mr. Ikeda Toshinori, Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
lioltham (Mr, Shervinton’s successor), and the Foreign 
Heads of the Locomotive aud Traffic Departments. 

After a well-served and bountiful repast had been amply 
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Mr. Shervinton, wishing bim a pleasant voyage to his 
native country and long life and happiness. Mr. Inouye 
spoke of the services rendered by Mr. Shervinton iu the 
highest terms of praise, and alluded—with especial satis- 
faction, he said—to the care, forethought, and ability which 
Mr. Shervinton had shown in the training aud bringing 
forward of so many young gentlemen as railway engineers. 
He said that he felt more than he had power to express the 
separation about to take place of a friendship which had 
existed su long between them, and of the value with which 
he had always regarded the knowledge, experience and 
advice of Mr. Shervinton. 

Mr. Shervinton, in responding, said be was unable to 
give utterance to all that was passiug through his mind at 
that moment. He was exceedingly gratified at the very 
kind terms in which Mr. Inouye had proposed his health, 
and the manner in which it had been received, and he 
heartily thanked him and them. He would not inflict a 
speech upon them, bat he could not refrain from expressing 
the great pleasure and gratification he had when he looked 
arouud him and saw there so many young meu budding 
into railway engineers, who a few years ago were without 
any such professional knowledge. He always felt that the 
material was there; it was latent and only wanted develop- 
ing. When he came from the northern section at Tokio to 
take charge of this, some four years ago, it was impressed 
a good deal upon his mind that something ought to be done 
for the young cndets and etigineers’ assistants, to train and 
give them a practical knowledge of civil engineering, and 
when, shortly afterwards at Kioto, Mr. Inouye put the 
question to him, he resolved to carry out and bring into 
working a scheme for that object. The thing was set in 
motion, the young men entered into it with high enthu- 
sinsm, ,and in one year from that time there was a staff of 
engineers activoly engaged in the construction of the Otsu 
Line—and it is no mean work upon that line. There is the 
Kamogawa bridge, a very fine piece of work, and the Otsu 
tuunel, the first work of the kind ever done in the country, 
carried out in a style worthy of every praise. Mr. Kuni- 
zawa, who bad charge of the work, wrote a paper the other 
day upon tunnel buildiug, which not only shews cou- 
clusively that he had throughly and intelligently under- 
stood what had been practically carried out by him, but as 
a treatise on tunnel construction, is a marvellous production 
for a mau who has in so short a time picked up the know- 
ledge. Theu the ‘I'surnga line has been carried out entirely 
by a staff of native eugineers trained solely during the past 
few years. Everything on that line is most thoroughly and 
well doue. There is nothiog he could say further on that 
subject, for the thing spenks conclusively for itself. He 
would again, however, thank all present for their great 
kindness, and for the handsome manner in which they had 
received him that day, aud forall their past kindness to him. 
They had been to him the kindest-bearted people it had ever 
been his pleasure to live amongst. 

Mr. Ikeda Toshinori, Assistant Commissioner of the open 
lines and locomotive department, said :—Mr. Shervinton, 
you have given us great good and experience, and we thank 
you. Our sympathy with you shall never disappear, and 
we wish you good health aud prosperity. 

Mr. Iuouye again rose. He snid:—It is my desire to 
hand over all these young sentlemen to the good care of Mr. 
Shervinton’s successor, Mr. Holtham. ‘The reason I had 
in asking these young gentleman to come from Nagahama 
and elsewhere was not only to bid Mr. Shervinton good 
bye, but also to iutroduce them to Mr. Holtham. [Addres- 


discussed, the Chief Commissioner proposed the health of sing Mr. Holtham.}] Will you take care of them as they 
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have been take care of by Mr. Shervinton 7 
question I have to ask you now. 

Mr. Holtham replied that he hardly knew whether it would 
be proper for him to say a few words. He felt exceedingly 
the importance of the task handed over to him by Mr. 
Shervinton. He did not know all the young men then 
prescut, but many of them he was already acquainted with. 
He felt sure they were all what Mr. Shervintou had said. 
It would be his task to do all that lay in his power to be to 
them what Mr. Shervintou had been. The ficld of engineer- 
ing science was cver constantly widening, and he trusted 
the engineers of Japan would keep pace with the progress 
made in other conutries. 

Mr. Page, on bebalf of the Foreigu Heads of Depart- 
ments, spoke of the general regret felt at the severance of 
a connection which had been of so happy a character, and 
for himself personally bore testimony to the genial mauners 
and unvaryiug courtesy always extended to him in all his 
relations with Mr. Shervinton. He had the greatest regard 
for Mr. Shervinton, and trusted he would sce many years 
of happiness and prosperity. 

Mr. B. F. Wright, locomotive superintendent, said he 
had beon requested by the foreign foremen and drivers in 
the locomotive department, to express their gratitude to 
Mr. Shervinton for the consideration and kindness always 
shewn to them, and on his (Mr. Wright's) behalf and theirs, 
he tendered their best wishes to him, wishing him God- 
speed on his voyage home and a happy future. 

Mr. Shimosaki then read an address from the native en- 
giucers aud cadets, and Mr. Shervintun replied thanking 
Mr. Shimosaki and those on whose behalf he spoke for the 
kind, heartfelt expressions he had just read. They (the 
native engineering ataff) had done everything possible to 
make themselves engineers, and capable engineers too, and 
he would only urge upon them to continue to carry ont 
that course, and to do their utmost to further the develop- 
ment of the resources of nature iu their country.— Hiogo 
News. 


The murderer of Mr: Pitman’s interpreter—whose mys- 
terious disappearance and subsequent discovery in a well at 
Tsukiji we lately reported—has been proved to be a fellow 
servant of the deceased. The crime seems to have been 
inspired by jealousy of the murdered man’s influence with his 
master, and a feeling of exasperation at the overbearing demea- 
nor he assumed in consequence, Other motives, not altogether 
crodible, are also assigned by the native journals, but it is at 
any-rate certain that the unfortunate man was inveigled to a 
tea-house, plied with liquor, and afterwards despatched when 
in a state of comparative helplessness. A more deliberate 
and cold-blooded crime could scarcely be conceived, nor were 
any motives sufficient to extenuate it. 


Professor Palmieri of Naples, writing in the Italian 
Journal J! Diritto, makes the following interesting remarks 
ou the subject of the late terrible earthquake at Casa- 
micciola :— 

“ Yesterday (6th March), in the Poutoniana Academy, 
I stated what I thought about the catastrophe. I observed 
that modern Seismologists distinguish Letween earthquakes 
of volcanic origin and those not of volcanic origin (periphe- 
rical), considering the former to be a dynawie action of the 
earth and tlie latter, 2 consequence of the subterranean full- 
ing in “faulting” of the ground. ‘The first might be called 
dynamical earthquakes, and the second, adynamical. 

The character of the former is to have a limited action, 
more or less proportionate to the intensity of the phenome- 
non, and to be attended by tremors more or less violent, 
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which are repeated at given intervals of irregalar durations, 
as was the case in the Calabrian earthquake of 1783, and 
in all others of the kind. These earthquakes are generally 
limited, though disastrous, and are seldom repeated in a 
severe form. 


Last year, in July, we had, on the Island of Ischia, a 


small earthquake which was not very severe, but was 
nevertheless propagated as far as Nuples, 


where it was 
felt and registered by the seismograph of the University 


Observatory. It was also propagated, but with less inten- 
sity, as far as the Observatory at Vesuvius, where it was 


registered by the seismological apparatus; while in tho 
opposite direction it spread to the islands of Ponzo, St. 
Stefano, ete. 

But the earthquake of Casamicciola, which caused such 


ruin, was not noticed throughout the whole island; the 
above mentioned seismological apparatus did not give any 


indication ; the shock was uot sacceeded by any others of 


importance, and it did not show any sign of dynamical 
action. It appears therefure to have been au adynamical 


earthqunke, and was caused by a sublerrancan falling in 


or faultiug of the ground, duc for the most part, no doubt 


to extensive excavations produced by the long and show 
action of thermal waters ; which waters dissolve the rock 
beneath the surface of the ground over which they pass, 
carrying away large quantities of material, so that the 
subterranean equilibrium of the rocky masses is ultimately 
destroyed and a perceptible dislocation is couscquently 
produced at the surface. ‘This dislocation has been clearly 
demonstrated by the numerous and largo cracks formed in 
tho ground above. 





It is an old habit of newspaper specials to introduce their 
choicest bits of sensational gossip to the public through the 
medium of some Rev. Dr. Dryas-dust, but they are generally 
careful to choose for their mouthpieco a maguate not likely 
to be made the recipicnt of auy embarrassing reference. 
The Inter Ocean's Washington special, however, seems to be 
an exceptionally imprudent person, for he has recourse to 
no less a notable than Genoral Grant, and attributes to the 
ex-President sentiments that gentleman is in the last degree 
unlikely to have expressed. “ Eugland and Russia are 
ambitious to extend their territories. England, particularly, 
is moving slowly and surely with the determined purpose of 
lighteniug her grip on these rich and fertile couutries (China 
and Japan) and reducing them to dependencies. China and 
Japan realize that the coils are closing around them, and 
they are turning in their need to the United States, into 
whose arms they are willing to pour their wealth if only the 
others will reach for it.” So General Grant is said to have 
said, and so wearc very sure he never did say. Sacha 
tissue of nonsense bears about as much rescmblance to his 
usual fashion of thought as the book of Leviticus does to 
the creed of Vathek. It is not at all impossible that the 
General may have referred to the excellence of the English 
Consular aud Diplomatic services, and pointed out that they 
constitute a very powerful factor in strenthening Great 
Britain’s moral influonce in the East, but that be entertains, 
or entertaining, would have thus expressed, any such notions 
of English policy is utterly incredible, execpt on the suppo- 
sition that he has taken temporary leave of that good seuse 
and dispassionate judgment for which be is remarkable. The 
Inter Ocean’s specinl has no doubt counted on the Ge- 
neral’s inability to refute this clumsy attack upon his 
reputation. It is the fortunate * privilege of men in 
high positions that they are debarred from descending to 
meet enemies on the lower tiers of life, and though the 
impunity thus affurded sowctimes, as in the present 
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instance, prompts cowardly assault, 
blunting any but tho truest weapons. 
gradually closing round Japan and Chins, and the Wealth 
those countries are prepared to pour into the arms of their 
trans-pacific protector, are matters too comical to be 
seriously regarded, but that General Grant's name should 


The coils that are 


be associated with such a canard is the very acme of 


absurdity, though not perbaps a bad electioueering dodge. 





It is notified that redeemed paper money to the amount of 


2,440,000 yen will, weather permitting, be burned in the 
premises of the Government Printing Bureau from the 25th 
inst. ‘The operation will require five days for its comple- 
tion, and the public are invited to attend. 





We understand that Admiral Willes—who was to have 
left for Chefoo, en route for Shanghai, on the 19th instant 
—may be expected here early in Juue. The following 
mouth (July) will probably witness the rendezvous at 


Yokohama of six or seven ships under the command of 


Captain East, and these will subsequently combine with the 
equadron under Lord Clanwilliam (due here carly in Sep- 
tember), so that we shall have all the materials for quite 
a respectable naval demonstratiou, consisting of not less 
than twelve or thirteen ships. 


PS 


We have much pleasure in calling attention to the follow- 
ing Prospectus. Tho object of the “ Nikko Temples’ 
Restoration Fund” is one that caunot fuil to appeal very 
strongly to the sympathies of the foreign community, aud 
we look with confidence for another proof of that generosity 
which has never hitherto been found wanting :— 

NiKKO TEMPLE RESTORATION FUND. 

Five years ago some public-spirited inhabitants of the pro- 

vince of Shimotsuke, where Nikko is situated, formed the 

roject of establishing a Society and raising subscriptions to 

orm a fund, the interest of which should be devoted to the 
preservation of the beautiful temples now so famous through- 
out the world. These buildings form the finest existing ex- 
= of a highly decorated style of architecture, and hold 
such a place in the estimation of of our own people that there 
is a common proverb, “ Who has not seen Nikko may not 
promo the word kekko (Beautiful).” The numbers of 

orei who annually visit the temples proves that they 
likewise set a high value upon these monuments of skill and 
art. His Majesty the Emperor has already graciously given to 
the fund the sum of 5,000 yen on two occasions, and the Minis- 
ter of the Interior has evinced his approval of the undertaking 
by making a grant of 8,000 yen from the public treasury. 
About 60,000 yen have been contributed by the inhabitants of 
Shimoteuke alone, and 30,000 yen have been subscribed in 
Tokio. It was originally calculated that interest on a capital of 
200,000 yen would be sufficient to meet the annual expenditure 
for keeping the buildings and grounds in good order, but in 
order vo guard against all possible contengiucies it has been 
resolved to raise a capital of 300,000 yen for this purpose. 
Subscriptions will therefore be asked for in all parts of the 
country, and we believe that in inviting foreign residents and 
travellers to join usin creating the “ Nikko Temples’ Restora- 
tion Fund” we are making an appeal that cannot fail to be 
generously responded to by all who admire what is beautifal 
and are interested in preserving it from decay. 


ANJO JUNSUIRO, 
Tomita HrkoSABURO, 
Sakal KuMaSakv, 
Nosawa TAISIIRoO, 
Komine SUINTAKO, 
Koso SEISABUKO. 


On behalf of the Central C itt 
Tokio, December 1200 1880. ntral Committee) 





Ruurs OF THE SOCIETY. 


The Society is established for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions from all public-spirited persons, in order to form 
a fand for the preservation of the Shinto and Buddhist temples 
of Nikko, as well as of the places of interest which surround 
them, and to fourm a council for determining the way in which 
thes: oljects are to be attained. The Society is called the 
Ho-ko-kwai (Nikko Preservation Society) and the Fund: Ho- 
ko-kin (Nikko Preservation Money.) 
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1.—The Central Committee Rooms are at No. 2,300, Nikko 
Town, Shimotsuke. 

2.—The members of the Society receive subscriptions, and 
may be elected to serve on the Central Committee. 

3.—All public-spirited persons are invited to join the Society, 
up to a date not yet fixed. 

4—The members of the Society elect from among them- 
selves a President, Vice President and Ten Committee-men, 
who shall be re-elected every three years. They will receive 


no salaries. 


5.—The subscription list will be open until the end of 
December, 1882. ° . 
6.—The amount to be collected is fixed in the first place at 


200,000 yen. 


7.—'l'he names of the subscribers and the amount contributed 
by each will bo inscribed on rolls to be deposited in the temple 
treasury, and an account of the proceedings of the Society will 
be engraved on a stone tablet for a perpetual record. 

8.—The amount collected will, at the end of each month, be 
deposited with the banks at a fixed rate of interest. 

9.—When the subscription list is finally closed the money 
obtained will be deposited in the care of the Government, and 
the amonnt published in the newspapers. 

10.—The Government will be invited to give its sanction to 
all proposed repairs. 

11.—The Society will be entitled to address the proper 
authorities with regard to the custody of the Fund, and the 


expenditure thereof 


2.—The interest alone is to be applied to the maintenance 

of the temples and places of interest, but the Capital is to be 
preserved intact. . 

13.—Annual accounts will be furnished to the Society of the 
manner in which its income has been expended. 

14.—To provide timber for unforeseen emergencies planta- 
tions of Sugi and Cryptomeria will be formed in convenient 
localities round Nikko. 

15.—A general meeting of the Society shall be held on the 


1st June in each year. 
16.—The expenses of advertising etc. shall be paid out of 
the interest on the money deposited in the banks up to the 
terwards all 


time of the closure of the subscription list. Af 


— expenses will be defrayed out of the interest of the 
and. ' 


17.—The foregoing rules may be amended or added to by a 


vote of the members. 


Tokio — 

Subscriptions will be received at by the 
Yokohama { "First National Bank and by the "Mit: 
Kioto sui Bank and their branches. 


At Kobe by the Mitsui Bank and by the 38th and 137th 
National Banks, and at Nagasaki by the Mitsui Bank. 


December 2nd, 1879. 


Approved. Iro Hrgopvuml, 


Minister of the Interior. 
December 16th, 1879. 








PAGE’S CASE. 


A Dass importance of the principle involved, and the lively 


interest aroused in official and private circles as 


well here as in China, render unnecessary any apology for 
recurring to the late case of ‘The Queen against Page’ at 
Canton. Ina former article we dwelt at length chiefly 
on the legal aspects of the case, passing in review various 
decisions of the Courts upon homologous and analogous 


issues, and especially examining with some minuteness 
certain observations bearing upon the question made by 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, in the course 
of a case which just fell short of actually raising the dis- 
cussion now opened. We were enabled to lay before our 
readers, by citing cases decided in the Superior Courts at 
Westminster, the English law upon the subject as ad- 
ministered by the court in England and under ordinary 
circumstances; and, after examining the arguments put 
forward in the contrary sense, we came to the conclusion 
that there is nothing in the present case, or in any similar 
case arising here or in Ohina, either by reason of the 
special clauses in the Treaties relating to the administra- 
tion of justice, or of the coustitution of Her Majesty's courts 
in these countries, which would take such cases out of the 
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purview of the rule of law adopted in similar cases by 
English courts in England. 

Some difficulty seems to have been experienced by certain 
minds in accepting our views, or at all events in reconcil- 
ing the law, if accepted as correctly stated, with consider- 
ations of supposed expediency. In view of these doubts 
we return to the question with the purpose both of re- 
affirming what is the real state of the law as it stands, 
and, further, of examining the matter in controversy on 
its own merits, as though it were a case absolutely of first 
impression, apart from any question of what law has been 
already laid down upon the subject—to consider the ques- 
tion, in short, from what may be called (in want ofa 
better term) the ‘common-sense’ point of view. On the 
former occasion we did not more than glance incidentally 
at the reason of the thing—the principle underlying the 
law as we found it—but merely indicated the existence of 
the argument ab inconvenienti, based on the anomalous and 
unjust consequences of the opposite view. We propose 
before dismissing the subject to follow up the line of 
enquiry then suggested and endeavour to decide the sense 
in which, according to reason and upon the balance of 
practical considerations, the voice of the law ought or 
might be expected to pronounce. 

First, however, we must dwell again for a little space}. 
upon the more strictly legal aspect of the question ; because 
not only have our previous conclusions been impeached 
upon what we venture to think insufficient grounds, but 
the very law which we cited from the highest authority, 
and which formed the key-stone of our argument, has been 
passed over as non-existent. In an article which appeared 
not long ago in the Herald—or rather in a critique upon 
the subject, the courteous and temperate tone of which 
was perhaps scarcely matched either by the fairness or 
soundness of the arguments used—the writer, quoting our 
preliminary remark, that in our view the question 
was not affected by complications arising out of the 
‘extra-territorial clauses,’ says that this is to ‘beg 
' the question.’ Certainly if we had made that assumption 
and then proceeded to argue upon it as a basis, the 
charge would have been a just one. But it must have 
been patent to the most careless of readers that we did 
nothing of the kind: no argument whatever was based upon 
that declaration, which (if truth must be told) was in- 
troduced at the outset rather with the object of re-assuring 
timid readers, and wholly out of connection with the 
argument which followed it. So far from having really 
begged that question, we proceeded deliberately in the 
latter part of our paper, after examining the general law 
as laid down by the courts in England, to show by argu- 
ment why the case was not affected by considerations 
arising out of extra-territoriality, which had been invoked 
to distinguish it from previous decisions and remove it 
from the effect of their authority. So much for ‘ begging 
the question.’ But our critic would further proceed to eut 
the very ground from under our feet by ignoring, if not 
denying the existence of a recorded judicial decision of the 
Court for Crown Cases Reserved, which if he knew no- 
thing of it from the reports of the trial at Canton, was 
staring him in the face from the very same passage of our 
article which he was at the moment reviewing. He says|circle.’ But this is the argument and the only one. We 
‘it seems probable that questions similar to those which | challenge any one to show that we have misrepresented 
have arisen have never before been discussed in a British in @ single particular the line taken by those who adopted 
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court of law, because it is only in countries such as these 
[i.e. where extra-territoriality prevails) that British 
courts would be called upon to take cognizance of such a 
matter.’ The civil cases we cited he disposes of on the 
ground that between them and criminal cases there is no 
analogy—a proposition from which we beg leave to dis- 
sent. But what of criminal cases themselves? Would it 
surprise the writer to be told that crimes of a similar 
nature committed abrond may and not unfrequently are 
prosecuted in England? Nay, that in this very case the 
defendant Page might, upon returning to England, have 
been prosecuted at the Central Criminal Court? But 
here is the passage which appears to have escaped our 
critic’s notice: after citing a number of authorities, we 
ourselves said :—‘* These were all civil cases. But in the 
case of the Queen v. Lesley, the same doctrine was suc- 
cessfully invoked to protect the defendant from the 
consequences of acts which, had they not been done 
in pursuance of the commands of the Government of Chili, 
where they were not unlawful, would have subjected him 
to criminal punishment.” And we referred to the case 
again later on at some length and there spoke of it in 
terms as ‘a criminal one.’ And yet we are told that ‘ the 
writer in the Mail alludes to divers cases of civil liability 

- « « « &e.,’ but not a word of the passage im- 
mediately following those allusions ; and we are told that 
no such questions seem to have previously arisen! We 
need speud no more words upon opinions and state- 
ments the weight and correctness of which may be judged 
from the above samples. 

In minds less capable of this airy disregard of 
inconvenient facts, we believe not much doubt can be 
left as to what is the rule of law in ordiuary circumstances. 
But before quitting the legal aspect of the question, we 
would ask our readers to follow us in a summary recapita- 
lation of the arguments that have been relied ‘upon to 
distinguish cases in China or Japan from ordinary cases, 
and of the reasons for which those arguments appear to 
us fallacious. In a state of facts such as that in Page's 
case, the defence is that the acts charged as wrongful are 
legally justifiable as being acts of State of a foreign 
sovereign. But, it is objected, the act of the foreign 
sovereign in this case affords no justification. Asked 
‘Why? the objectors answer ‘ Because of the extra- 
territorial clauses in the Treaty, and the constitution of 
the court by which the defendant is tried.’ If asked to 
be more explicit, all that the objectors have to show us is 
the provision of the Treaties, that a British subject accused 
of a crime is to be tried and punished by his own courts 
and according to the law of his own country—and that 
the court which tries him must by its constitution ad- 
minister English law and no other. Very,well then, we say, 
let all that be granted, but here are authorities to show 
that by that very English law, which the court is to 
administer, the order of a foreign sovereign affords a 
justification of the acts now charged. What answer is 
made to this ?—‘ Those decisions do not apply to this 
case.’ * Why ?’ ‘ Because of the extra-territorial clauses 
&c. &c.,’ and so on, round and round, ad infinitum. The 
argument in fact is a complete specimen of ‘ arguing in & 
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that view of the case in the course of the trial at Canton. | sce that man brought to the bar of a British court of 


We have stated the argumont more nakedly than they, justice and convicted of a crime for the commission of 


no doubt, and thereby exposed its fallacy: but we have 
stated the same argument—no more and no less. The 
simple truth is, however repugnant it may be to certain 
fixed ideas in some minds, that, as a matter not of 
sentiment but of reason, there is no escape from the con- 
clusion that the law, as laid down plainly enough long 
ago by the highest authority, must be applied as much 
to a case arising in China or Japan as elsewhere, and as 
much by the British courts sitting here as by those 
sitting in Westminster Hall. 

That being so, let us see how far such a state of the law 
accords with what upon practical grounds we should ex- 
pect or desire it to be. We are not among those who look 


those self-same acts. Is not this something more than 
‘inconvenient’? Is it not asheer absurdity? We con- 
fess we find it impossible to view it in any other light. 

It is said that the orders given, or the acts approved and 
sanctioned by certain foreign States, might possibly be 
such as would not commend themselves to thie political 
or ethical sense of our more advanced humanitarianism. 
If the political morality of a foreign state. be such that no 
Englishman should sully his integrity by taking service 
under it, still less by assisting to carry on the administra- 
tive work of its government, this would unquestionably be 
an admirable reason why our own government should re- 
fuse permission to its subjects to enter that service, or at 


for any antithesis between the voice of the law and that of|least, should warn them, as well as the government in 


the common reason of mankind. If English law be not 
in every instance the ‘perfection of reason’ it sometimes 
claims to be, it is at all events in nine cases out of ten the 
embodiment of strong, sound, enlightened common sense. 
Our law does not consist of a set of abstract or a priori 
rules evolved from the inner consciousness of a closet- 
philosopher : it is simply the application of right reason 
to every-day affairs by men of trained intelligence, of large 
experience, and of cold impartiality. When called to 
decide for the first time a case involving questions like 
the present, our courts, in applying such general prin- 
ciples and following such analogies as are apposite, are 
guided in each individual case by strictly practical oon- 
siderations—by a regard for the consequences which would 
flow from either of two alternative courses. 

Applying a similar method to the present question, the 
law as we have stated it will be seen to be most amply 
justified on grounds of justice and public policy. Indeed, 


question, that they will do so at their peril, and that no 
orders or sanction of that foreign governmont will be taken 
into account in estimating the conduct of the individual. 
But when a man has been expressly, and under the formal 
sanction of a solemn convention, permitted to give his 
services to the foreign State, it is surely the very grossest 
of unreason and injustice to have recourse to an objection, 
which if good at all (and there is no reason why it should 
not be good in some instances) should upon every consi- 
deration of common-sense and common honesty have 
been raised before and not after the event. In the parti- 
cular case before us the permission was express and 
formal: but we attach no especial weight to this circum- 
stance: no doubt it makes the case stronger in the state- 
ment, but we perceive no distinction in principle between 
permission so accorded and assent attested by continued 
acquiescence and tacit recognition. 

An attempt has been made in support of the opposite 


not only may the argument ab inconvenienti be used with |theory to provide a partial means of escape from its 


fatal effect against the opposite view, but that view may 
be further discredited as even involving a downright 
absurdity. Take the case that has now arisen. Hero is 
& man permitted by his own government to enter the 
service of a foreign government for certain definite and 
and well-understood purposes ; he receives from the go- 
vernment he serves orders to do certain acts lawful for 
that government to order and within the scope of those 
duties for the performance ‘of which he has been permitted 
to enter its service : he carries out these orders and com- 
mits those acts—all the time within the scope of his duty 
to his employer—and his employer, the foreign govern- 
ment, approves and ratifies his acts, which thereby, if not 
before, become acts of State. Thereupon this man finds 
himeelf arraigued before the courts of his own country 
upon @ criminal charge in respect of these very acts. 
Disregarding here the plan upon which the defence was 
conducted in the trial at Canton, the accused may plead 
‘not guilty’ and rely, in support of his plea, upon proof 
of the previous orders or the subsequent ratification of 
the government he serves. If the view which has found 
favour in some quarters were sound, such a defence would 
avail him nothing: and we should have the spectacle of 
this man, lent, (one may almost say) or at any rate ex- 
preasly permitted to give his services to the government of 
China for the purpose of carrying out a certain work 
which may, not only possibly, but moat probably involve 
the commission of the very acts complained of—we should 
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absurd consequences by suggesting that there is no 
occasion in most cases to have recourse to the justificative 
effect of the orders or sanction of the foreign sovereign, 
inasmuch as a British subject would be justified in an 
English court in respect of acts done in the service of a 
foreign government, provided that similar acts, if done by 
him in the service of his own government, would have been 
justifiable, In the first place this, even if true, would 
only meet cases in which the laws of the two countries 
happen to be absolutely identical—a coincidence which it 
is no disparagement to either to say would but rarely occur. 
But, as we pointed out cursorily on a previous occa- 
sion, the assumption itself is, to the best of our know- 
ledge, a false one, and therefore fails to meet even 
the cases for which it is proposed. An English 
revenue officer or coustable (to take a simple case) 
is justified by virtue of his office in making an arrest in 
circumstances that would not justify a private person in 
doing so. But it is the law of his own service which 
justifies him, and an Englishman serving as a revenue 
officer or constable in the Japanese or Chinese service is, 
60 far as concerns any official authority derived from 
English Inws, no more than a private person: therefore 
if the authority he derives from the foreign Government 
is to afford him no justification, he is not justified at all 
in any one of his official acts, but is a mere wrong-doer in 
everything he does under colour of his official capacity. 
It would be no auswer for him to say that au English 
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ofticer might ie ‘the same: he is not acting With the’ 
authority of an English officer, and if the other defence is 
inadmissible, he may on every occasion be proceeded against 
for assault and battery, false imprisonment, and we know 
not what more besides. Cuan it be seriously argued 
that the law either would or should uphold such an 
absurdity ? 

Nor is the injustice of it confined to the individual whe 
serves & foreign government, but it extends equally to the 
foreign government itself. It is difficult to conceive a 
more palpable injustice than that the English government 
should enter into a solemn compact with that of China, 
relating to the employment of British subjects in the 
Chinese Customs Service, and that an English court 
should then step in and overturn everything that has been 
done on the faith of that compact, by making it practically 
impossible for the government of China to avail itself of 
the services of its English employés for the very purposes 
for which those services have been given. And yet noth- 
ing less than this is the necessary result of the view we 
are combating. These governments already labour under 
the serious disadvantage, in employing foreign assistants, 
that they are deprived of the power of punishing them 
for any criminal acts they may commit in their 
service: but this is legitimately within the scope of those 
restrictions which Treaties have imposed upon them. 
And considering that our own laws are sufficient in the 
great majority of instances to punish the really criminal 
acts of our subjects (though there is still another class of 
cases, to meet which they are altogether inadequate) 
no greater injustice perhaps is done to these governments 
in respect of their foreign employés than in respect of 
other foreigners who live under their protection. But to 
tell a foreign government that not alone shall it soe 
punish its foreign employés for acts which it may itself 
consider wrong, but that we shall punish them for acts 
which it may consider absolutely right and praiseworthy— 
nay even which have been done by its own orders and in 
the execution of measures of domestic administration— 
this were indeed a very bathos of unreason and injustice ; 
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and against these one ought not to have to appeal in vain 


to that common sense and love of justice by which we 
used to think our countrymen distinguished. 


STATE VERSUS PRIVATE RAILWAYS. 


In a former article we expressed the opinion that rail- 
ways in Japan are really Government affairs and should 
not be left to the caprice of private speculators. Partly 
because this opinion is not at present popular, and partly 
lest it should be misconstrued into an assertion that 
the State may properly undertake anything for the public 
which the public can do equally well for itself, we propose 
in this article to state shortly a fow of the reasons upon 
Which our views are based. 

In the first place, private railways differ from other 
industrial enterprises in being monopolies for individuals, 
and in Japan they weuld be monopolies of the closest 
kind, as the probability of competition, at least for some 
generations to come, is the smullest possible. A steam- 
ship company, if it finds that it cannot earn a good divi- 
dend on account of the rivalry of trade, can send its ships 
to other ports ; a manufacturer, when he is undersold by 
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a —— bas his ingenuity stirred to new inventions ; : 
but in the case of railways, the bulk of the capital is in- 
vested in works which cannot be removed, snd conse- 
quently, when a company has established itself in the 
best route, as it is sure to do, the idea of successful 
rivalry is not likely to be entertained. The first condi- 
tion of free trade, that is free competition, is thus want- 
ing, and in England we have had sufficient experience of 
the proneness of private enterprise, when once it has 
acquired a monopoly of any industriel field, to assume 
all the airs of despotism. So much so, indeed, that we 
have become accustomed to hear of petitions to Parliament 
for the purchase of railways by the State, aud of 
vociferous denunciations at public meetings of the in- 
iquities of gas and water companies. 

Again, although private capitalists might be found who 
are willing to construct the main lines where the traffic is 
great, they are not likely to extend those lines into 
remote districts where the means of intercourse are most 
required, and where they would be a source of social 
stimulus towards improvement, by diffusing the activety 
of industry and good example through the outlying parts 
of the country. The indirect advantages of railways are 
as great as the direct, and are well worth the capital 
invested ; for, in addition to making old markets more 
accessible, and opening up new ones, they carry about 
and distribute observation, intelligence, technical skill 
and miscellaneous information. A farmer from a baek- 
ward part of the country sees improved methods of cal- 
tivation, or a mechanic on a visit to s manufacturing 
town picks up some useful hints about his business and 
on his return home puts the superior proceases into 
operation; while, on the other hand, a technical 
expert, when first visiting some neglected tract of country, 
may discover hidden mineral wealth, or devise means for 
reclaiming its barren lands, 

The probabilities of auch indirect advantages can have 
little power in persuading private capitalists to invest 
their money in lines where a good dividend is not likely 
to bereturned. Their aim is to tax the public to the highest 
possible amount for their own individual benefit; where- 
as the object in the construction of a system of railways 
should not be such individual gain, but rather the ex- 
tension of the traffic and communications of the country 
to the utmost limits of the public capability, at the lowest 
rate of charges consistent with due returns on capital in- 
vested. Such an object is only likely to be attained by 
Government agency. To some English readers this 
doctrine may sound strange, as they have been accustom- 
ed only to private railway companies, but similar views 
have been expressed by very eminent men. For instance, 
a Commission consisting of distinguished individuals, 
was appointed a good many yeara ago to inquire into 
the working of the Irish Railways, and we find the follow- 
ing in their report :— 

“It is a favourite opinion with many that all under- 
takings of this description are best left to the free and 
unfettered exercise of private interprise, and that the less 
the State interferes, either in prescribing their execution, 
or controlling their subsequent operation and manage- 
nent, the better. 

“We are fully sensible of the great advantages to be 
obtained by allowing fall soope to the vigour, energy, and 
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intelligence of individuals associated for such important 
purposes ; and that it would be equally inconsistent with 
the interests and with the rights of Society, were such 
exertions crippled or restrained by unnecessary or impolitic 
regulations. But we apprehend that the essential dif- 
ference between railways and any other description of 
public works has been overlooked, and that power and 
privileges have been conceded to private companies, which 
should be exercised only under the direct authority of the 
State, or under regulations enforced by effective super- 
intendence and control. 

“So great are the powers, so vast the capabilities of a 
railroad, that it must, wherever established, at once super- 
sede the common road; and not only will all the public 
conveyances now in use disappear, but even the means of 
posting will, in all probablity, rapidly decline, and even- 
tually, perhaps, cease to be found along its line. These 
effects may be expected os the necessary consequences of 
opening a railway. Its superiority is too manifest and 
decided to admit of rivalry ; it possesses almost unlimited 
means of accommodation ; no amount of traffic exists on 
any road, or is likely to exist, which a single railway is 
not capable of conveying; no concourse of passengers 
which it cannot promptly dispose of; the velocity of the 
locomotive, when impelled even at a very considerable 
reduction of its full power, surpasses the greatest speed 
which the best appointed coach on the best made road can 
maintain; in short, where the capabilities of the system 
are brought fully into operation, they present such an ac- 
cumulation of advantages, as to render it an instrument 
of unequalled power in advancing the prosperity of a 
country. 

‘ It therefore deeply concerns the public, whose welfare 
is inseparably connected with all that tends to improve 
the internal resources, or to maintain the commercial and 
manufacturing superiority of these countries, that such 
works should be promoted; and consequently, every 
encouragement, consistent with the regard due to other 
interests, should be given to capitalists who may be willing 
to undertake them. Their propositions should be submit- 

















ted to a competent and duly constituted tribunal; and if 


approved, should be adopted and stamped as national 
enterprises.” 

Some writers have even suggested that it would have 
been better if the English railways, instead of being 
constructed and worked by private companies, had been 
made on the same principles as ordinary roads, and paid for 
by the public generally, instead of merely by those using 
them. ‘This suggestion has certainly some arguments in 
its favour, but we observe a distinction between ordinary 
roads and railways. In the former case the traveller; 
finds his owns means of conveyance, whereas in the latter 
it is provided by the proprietors of the railway, and 
moreover, while fully recognising the indirect advantages 
of railways to the public generally, those who use them 
obiain such a great direct advantage, that it only seems 
fair they should pay at least a large proportion of their 
expenses. 

There still remains the stock objection, that the construc- 
tion and management of public works are necessari/y more 


expensive in the hands of the Government than in those of 


private enterprise, but such a general proposition can only 
be true if all the particular propositions which it includes 
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into two divisions, which though possessing one fo 


ent institutions. 
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are also true. In every civilised country the construction of 
ronds has always been regarded as a primary duty of the 
central, or, for convenience, the local government, and now- 
a-days post offices and telegraphs, and in a good many 
countries the railways, are wanaged by the State, and the 
admirable and economical efficiency of the most of these 
proves the fallacy of the notion, that Goverment affairs are 
necessarily extravagant. In fact, as Mr. Thornton remarks, 
‘‘ when works of natiopal dimensions are concerned, to say 
that the State should leave the public to construct them is 
a contradiction in terms, for in no other mode can the 
public underiske the construction than by entrusting it to 
the State.” 


Whilst therefore recognising the right of the public to 


insist on all information being farnished with regard to 
the expenditure on railways, and the obligation of the 
State to consult the general convenience in every possible 
way, we are strongly of opinion that the works should be 
undertaken and managed directly by Government. 








A JAPANESE MONASTERY. 


HE last two decades which have been so revolutionary 
to the civil institutions and customs of this country 


have still left discernable in her religious establishments signs 
of great vitality. 
of the princely patronage 
and which is so necessary 
splendour of a ceremonial religion, yet there are not lacking 
pious 
them ample su 


Though the Buddhist sects have lost much 
which they enjoyed in former days, 
for the maintenance in becoming 


and wealthy devotees sufficiently namerous to give 
port. This is preéminently the case with 


respect to several of the most influential denominations whose 


accumulating riches are enabling them to carry out large and 
costly projects, Most noticeable is the activity of the Monto- 


Shinshu ecclesiastics, who do not find it inconsistent with e 
strict conservatism in matters of faith and precept, to adopt 


in their temples foreign forms and materials, to build large 
schools on the European model, 
advancing with the times. From an esthetical standpoint, 
the greater number of these hybrid constructions cannot be 
regarded with satisfaction, 
vitality, and a spirit of progress which is not without import 
to those who are contemplating changes in the long estab- 
lished faith of the people of Japan. 


and to show other signs of 


but they denote an indomitable 


An ancient feud has severed the Monto-Shinshu fraternity 
onder and 
the same tenets, hold rival claims and maintain independ- 
Orignally their chief monnstery occt- 
pied the site of the present castle of Osnka, from which 
well-fortified position the pricsts and their allies bad for 
some time deficd the powerful Nobunaga. An imperial 
order commanding their submission, which was obeyed 
by the chief priest bnt resisted by his elder son, led to 
the disinheritance of the latter, in whose place the third 
son was appointed successor. Hideyoshi, intent upon the 
building of a large castle in this important position, with 
many professions of friendship and by means of munificent 
gifts, succeeded in removing the monastery and establishing 
it with becoming splendour at Kioto, thereby founding what 
are now known as the conventual buildings of Nishi Hongan 
in that city. The death of Hideyoshi was followed by the 
encouragement on the part of Iyeyasu of the disinherited heir, 
who was thus assisted in institating the rival monastic 
buildings of Higashi Hongun. For several centuries these 
central establishments of the Eastern Hongan surpassed in 
magnificence those of their western confréres, but a succession 
of devasiating conflugrations has left them little bat their 
beautiful grounds and replaced them in a secondary position. 
The grand rebuilding projects towards which many provinces, 
and especially that of Owari, have lately so liberally con- 
tributed, are to be undertaken in restoring Higashi Hon- 
ganji to its former grandeur. - 
Meanwhile the abbatial buildings of Nishi Hongany!, 9° 
foanded under the patronnge of Taikosama, remain one of the 
most historically interesting groups in Japan. These include 
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two large oratories, one dedicated to Amita Buddha and called 
the aide de, and the other sacred to the founder of the sect 
aud going by the name of Kaisan-dé. The former contains an 
image of the sleity, portraits of the seven fathers of the faith 
—two Indian, three Chinese, and two native—also a portrait 
of the great Buddhist propagator Shoioku Taishi. The 
latter building contains the wooden statuette of the founder— 
the great bone of contention between the two rival houses. 
Though practically the same buildings as those erected under 
Hideyoshi’s patronage, the Kaisan-do and Amida-do have 
both received considerable renovation during the years 1636 
and 1759 a.p. 

Moro fraught with general interest is the Abbot's Palaco 
‘and the ornamental grounds adjoining, in which stands the 
Hiunkaku, one of those Poe palaces for tea-drinking aud 
idle cnjoyment so popular in the days of Nishi Honwan's 
great patron. ‘This tea-palace, the oldest building -in the 
Monastery, had been originally erected by ‘‘aikosama as his 
own summer resort at Juraku, and was in those days once 
honoured by a visit from the Emperor himself. ‘The trans- 
ferrence of a dwelling as a gift apart from the estate on which 
it etands, incompatible as it may be with our European idcas, 
is in no wise inconsistent with custom nor impraticable in 
Japan, and this light picturesyuc structure was accordingly 
handed over as a mark of favour to the Honganji cenobites 
to erect upon their own consecrated grounds, 

Two ice-cold springs supply the water, which carried in 
meandcring streams amid rockeries and beneath fancy bridges, 
terminates in a deep fish-pond encircling the building—a 
three-storicd construction in gradually receding stages—whose 
white wooden walls and roofs of shingle, time has mellowed 
to an ashen grey. Within, the old steam bath which 
Hideyvshi is said to have used, the venerable written tablets 
which hang in dingy frames from the ceiling, and the faded 
paintings on walls and slides, testify to the veritable antiquity 
of this pictaresque pile, 

The Abbot's Palace, as it has been thought appropriate to 
style the official residence of the chief of this religious 
establishment, is one of those buildings which have always 
existed in connection with large abbeys, and which supply 
well-preserved ee of the more luxarions class of 
domestic abodes. ‘The larger Yashiki of civilians have many 
of them been replaced by mansions of foreign type, whilst 
others have undergone internal changes so complete as to rob 
them of all interest to the artist or antiquarian. Parts of 
the old palace in Kioto, the present temporary palace in 
Tokio, and certain rooms in the castle buillings of Osaka 
(now the Kioto Fucho) provide other rare examples of the 
magnificence of domestic as distinguished from ecclesiastical 
decoration. 

In the Monastery of Nishi Hongan we find all the refine- 
ment and luxury of papal magnificence rather than the sim- 
plicity of cloistered asceticism. The principal rooms of the 

ace were reconstructed here after the death of ‘laikosama, 

ving been removed from Momoyama at Fushimi, where 
they had formed the favourite resort of that prince. The 
principal of these are the large pillared reception hall 
(O-hiroma) and the adjoining suite of rooms, which increase 
in richness. towards the dais-chamber or jodan no ma. 
The reception hall, which is intended for special assemblies, 
is farnished with a raised dais, separated from the main por- 
tion by a row of columns partly filled in with gracefally 
— tracery and pierced wooden panels. The wall at the 
back of this dais is provided with the heavy lacquered slides, 
shelves and handsome recesses peculiar to a high-class room, 
and on the plaster walls above are large figure paintings 
from Chinese history, on a gold background. The gilt 
slides which fill in the remaining sides, are decorated with 
paintings, the subject of which is the stork and pine-trec 
in varied combinations. The adjoining chambers are called 
the Shiro-jo-in, on account of the light and brilliant tone of 
the decoration adopted. A decided preponderance of gilding, 
combined with cream-colourcd grounds and brown lacquered 
farnishings, produces a gencral effect of amber and gold. 
Here and there a sprinkling of bright colour in the 
drapery of the figures, or patches of blue and emerald in 
the landscapes, relicves the sunny warmth of the gencral 
tone. Of these three rooms, the dais-chamber is the 
most gorgeous being filled with lacquered shelves, picture 
recesses, a trelissed oriel, and handsome slides hung with 
eilk tassels which open on the dais, fur the entrance of 
the greatest diguitaries, Into this jodan no ma it is said 
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that none but men of high rank were adinitted, inferior sup- 
plicants or messengers taking their position in the adjoining 
or further chamber according to their importance. In 
pursuance of this custom it often happened that a visitor of 
low rank was compelled to address the seated magnate from 
a distance of some thirty feet; and at a level lower by two 
steps, the Hoor of each room being raised one step above the 
next. These secondary apartments, decorated in similar 
character, have each different subjects of embellishment taken 
from nature’s store cf flower and plamage. The divisioual 
pillars and lintels, between which when circumstances require 
painted slides are inserted, are filled in perinanently towards 
the top with carved and trelissed panels called “rama.” 
Such ramma form perhaps one of the most ornamental 
features of Japanese buildings. Some are designed iu 
open arabesques or diapers, and some of pierced carving 
with endless variety of form and motive. Hanging bunches 
of wisteria twining nmid dainty latice-work, flying pheasants 
in a labyrinth of leaves, wild geese soaring through conven- 
tional cloud-patterns, are bat a few of the subjects to be 
noted in the abatial building of Nishi Honwan. These 
pierced carvings are wrought mostly in alto relievo and 
worked so as to be viewed from either side. A small 
sacristy or robing room adjoins these apartments equallin 
them in the clegance of its furnishings and aintings, anc 
having the further charm of minuteness. The seusational 
charm of the diminutive in size is a source from which many 
literatures have drawn and to which we owe the attraction of 
fairy tales and many pretty stories. The Japanese, however, 
scem alone to have adopted it as a principle of architectural 
design, as a means of pleasing monumental effect, For 
other nations the great “coup” has always been one of sur- 
passing size,—the sensation of grandeur and magnificence of 
proportion. Here, in Japan, we find in the Cha seki and 
other buildings and apartments the exactly opposite im- 
pression of surpassing tivyness worked out with almost 
equal success. 

From such painted chambers and fairy halls the assembled 
cenobites looked ont in the old days upon the mysterious 
posturings of the Nõ and other sacred dances. These per- 
formances took place upon a covered stage ecross the open 
court, from which a winding cortile leads to the more private 
apartments and kitchen offices. 








ESTRANGEMENT. 


PoEMs—From tut JaraNrst oF Oxo wo Komacut.® 
i. 
Swiftly the flower fades but giveth in fading, 
Sign of its sorrowful end— 
Soft petals failing, tender tints paling— 
Would it were thus with a friend ! 
Ah! For affection so ruthlessly broken, 
Suddenly vanished with warning uospoken— 
Flowers of the heart wither giving no token ! 
II. 
The snowy clouds on the mountain-peak, 
Seemed floating away from me 
Afar and fuir iu the upper air, 
Seeking a refuge otherwhere,— 
But vain my dream, for the white misis rise 
: Lo, here! And not in the distant skies ; 
"Tis their gloom.that parts our wedded hearts 
And sudden severs me from thee. 
F. B. H. | 





ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 


A general meeting of the Asiatic Society was held at the 
Shé-hei-kuwan, Seidé, Tékiyé, on Tuesday, April 12th, Dr. 
Divers, President, in the chair. 

After the minutes had been read the Recording Secretary 
gave notice on behalf of the Council, that at the next general 
meeting an ameudinent to the constitution would be proposed, 
with the view of simplifying the process by which the officers 
and council were elected annually. ‘The present process of nom- 





*It is hardly necessary to state that these poems are paraphrases, 
not literal translations. 
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The French Goverument has sent » Circular note to its 
representatives abroad disavowing the policy of annexation 
and jnsisting upon the preponderating influence in Tunis. 
Oxford bas won the Boat Race. 


[From Straits Times.] 

London, 8rd April. The DailyNews publishes a para- 
graph stating that Englaud has declined the invitation to 
the bi-metallic Conference. 

The Government intends keeping 12,000 troops in Natal 
and the Transvaal. 

London, 5th April—Serious complications are ap- 
prehended with regard to tho Tunisian fronticr question, 
and the French Government is making extensive warlike 
preparations. 

London, 7th April.—In introducing the budget, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed a reduction of one 
penny in the income tax and the gradual abolition of the 
duty on plate. He expected « suplus of £300,000 over the 
expenditure, and stated the financial condition of the coun- 
try to be satisfactory. 
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ination by a specially appointed committec, followed by the 
circulation of a printed voting list, had been found cumbrous and 
in many ways inconvenient ; the council recommended that in 
future the election of officers aud members of council should be 
conducted by the simple method of open norvination at the 
annual meeting, any member being at liberty to made nomiua- 
tions, and that the votes on the names proposed should be there 
and then taken by ballot. At the next general meeting it 
would be therefore moved that the existing Rule XI. be 
abolished and the following Rule substituted :— 

“ The Officers and Council shall hold office for one year and 
shall be elected by ballot at the Annual Meeting. Persons who 
have previously served are open to re-election.” 

The Librarian handed in a list of recent donations to the 
Library, for which thanks were ordered. 

The Corresponding Secretary intimated that Messrs Tribner 
and Co., the London agents for the sale of the Society's 
“ Trausactions,” had expressed their desire to procure copies 
of Vol. II. (now out of print), and were willing to pay 
a price above that of rublication for them. Auy persons there- 
for who had spare copies of Vol. IL, or who were willing to 
dispose of copies, were requested to communicate with him 
(ir. Satow). Copies of Part 1 of Vol. III. were also very much 
wanted. 

Dr. H. Faulds exhibited some petrified specimens from Kaga, 
alleged to have been petrified within the last ten years, by the 
action of warm water. 

Rev. W. B. Wright read a second paper on “the Capture 
and Captivity of Pére Johan Battista Sidotti, Missionary to 
Japan,” being a translation of the second volume of Arai- 
Hakuseki s narrative. [This was a continuation of the paper 
which was printed én exfenso in the Japan Weekly Mail for 
April 23rd.] 

Mr. Naibu Kanda mentioned some incidents in the early life 
of Arai-Hakuseki, who, he said, was a very voluminous writer. 
Efforts were now being made to collect subscriptions to aid the 
publication of some of his writings which were still extant, 
but only in M.S. 

Captain J. M. James read a paper entitled “ Descriptive 
Notes of the Rosaries, Jiu-izu, as used by the different sects 
of Buddhists in Japan,” and exhibited a number of rosaries 
and their mode of use. 

A discussion followed in which part was taken by Mr. Satow, 
who questioned whether the incomplete clauses of invocation 
used by Buddhists could fairly he called prayers at all ; by Mr. 
N. Kanda, who gave a legendary account of the origin of 
the rosary ; by Dr. Faulds, who said there was no doubt 
that Buddhists did in somo cases offer special petitions, 
as, for example, for the alleviation of sufftring; by Mr. 
Wright, and by the President who exhibited and descibed the 
form of rosary used by Romanists, and pointed out the general 
resemblance between it and those shown by Captain James. 
Except for the fact of its being blessed, it was essentially a 
mere counting instrument. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 








MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


The M. M. steamer Mfenzaleh, briogiug the European mails 
of the 20th March, left Hongkong last Monday morning at 
8 a.m. . 


The O. & O. steamer Gaelic left San Francisco for Yoko- 
hama on the 19th inst., and may be expected to arrive here 
about the 11th proximo. 





At the meeting of the Tir Suisse last Saturday afternoon, Mr. 
Murata, Junior, took first prize atthe “ Patrie” target, Mr. 
Weinbeager 2nd, and Mr. Favre-Brandt 8rd. At the “ Points” 
target, Col. Murata headed the list with 84 bulls-eyes, Mr. 
Gilbert came second with 79, and Mr. Beretta third with 75. 


Last Monday morning an inquest was held at the U. 8. 
Consulate-General before General T. B. Van Buren, Consal- 
General, and Messrs. R. M. Varnum and F. H. Olmsted, jurors, 
to inquire into the cause of death of Jolin William Brown, on 
board the P. AL 8.8. Company’s tow-boat in the harbour of 
Yokohama, on Sunday morning. Jurors having been sworn 
and deceased's body viewed— 

Mr. Frederick E. Foster deposed that he was agent for the 
P. M. 8.8. Company in the East. He-had known the deceased. 
Deceased had been superintendent of lighters and of-thc coal 
depét for over 10 years. Saw the accident which caused de- 
ceased’s death, and saw him dead on board the P. M. 8S. tug- 
boat Feiyuen, alongside the City-of Peking at about 7 or 7.30 
a.m. on the preceding day (Sunday). The tug and the steamer 
were both heading in the same direction, and both were in 
motion, although the steamer's propeller had stopped. Deceased 
was in command of the tug, and was endeavouring to bring it 
alongside the gangway ladder of the City of Peking. Was 
standing by the side of deceased as the boats approached. 
Deceased put his back against the pilot-house of the tug and 
his hands against the foot-stagé of the Iadder to keep the tug 
off. Witness did the same, but the intervening space narrow- 
ing rapidly, jumped to the side, and warned deceased to do the 
same. Took hold of deceased's arm and tried to pull him away 
but he did not pay any attention. The foot-stage was breast 
high with deceased and directed horizontally across his body. 
Saw deceased crushed between the ladder and the pilot-house, 
so severely and so quickly that he was unable to utter any 
sound. The steamers parted almost immediately and witness 
caught deceased who fell into his arms. Mr. Fobes and witness 
supported him and laid him down on the deck. Hailed the 
City of Peking aud asked for the doctor. After about 15 minutes 
the doctor saw deceased aud pronounced him dead. Deceased 
had uttered no sound from the moment of the accident until 
his death, and appeared to be insensible. Deceased was then 
placed ou the trausitof the tug and removed to his late 
residence. Deceased was married. If the boats had not beeu 
both in motion the accident would not have happend. Deceased 
had been in the habit of doiug the same thing, and witness had 
seen him do so several times. The position of deceased would 


REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 


Lonpon, 26th April, 1881. 


French troops have entered Tunisian territory without 
opposition. 





[Sueriiep To THe “ Honckone Dairy Press.’’] 
Loxvon, April 13th. 
Lord Carlingford has heen appointed Lord Privy Seal. 
The surrender of Potchefstroom has beeu rescinded, the 
Boers admitting that they treacherously delayed the com- 
munication of the aurmistice. 
Lonvon, April 10th. 
The House of Commons has read a first time an Irish 
Land Bill. 
The Duke of Argyll (Lord Privy Seal) bas resigned 
owing to a difference of opinion on the Irish Land Bill. 


Ten thousand French troops have been disembarked at 
Bona, 
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en in motion. 
Mr. A. S. Fobes, agent of tho China and Japan Trading 
Company gave corrohorative evidence. 
The jury then returned the following verdict :— 


We, the jurors, empanelled tu determine upon the cause of 
the death of Johu William Brown, late in the employ of the 
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company at this port, while in com- 
mand of the company’s steam tug Feiyuen on the morning of 
Sunday the 2ith instant in the harbour of Yokohama, having 
duly heard aud considered the evideuce, are of opinion that 
the said death was caused by the rapid approach of the tug and 
the steamship City of Peking towards each other while the de- 
ceased wus in the performance of his duty, eudeavouring to 
keep them from colliding, both said vessels being in motion ; 
and that the deceased while so acting did not appreciate the 
rapidity with which said vessels were approaching each other, 
until it was too late to extricate himself. 


(Signed) R. M. Varnum. 
F. H. OLASTED. 


The Hiogo News of the 23rd instant writes :—The storm 
which passed over the Settlement on Thureday afternoon 
and night, was much more severely felt at sea, and caused 
delay in the arrofival both the Takasage-maru and Glencoe 
the former not arriving until eleven o'clock yesterday fore - 
noon, while the latter, which was expected from Shanghai 
at daylight yesterday, did not reach the anchorage until late at 
night, having evidently experienced the full force of the blow. 
We have not heard of any damage being done in this neighbour- 
hood, and it is a good augury for its fature that, although the 
new boat-house of K. R. and A.C. is not yet completed, it 
withstood very satisfactorily the ordeal to which it was subject - 
ed. Judging from the substantial manner in which the new 
structure is being built, it will present a contrast to the 
former premises, which were apparently designed with the 
object of being blown down as soon as possible after erection. 


We have to record another casualty in the shipping this year. 
Yesterday evening, (18inst.) the China Merchants Steam Naviga- 
tion Company received a telegram to the effect that one of the 
company’s steamers, the Hochung, had been in collision with 
HM. 8. Lapwing on Sunday evening, and had been lost. It ap- 
pears that the Hockuug, 850 tons, in command of Captain Peter- 
son, one of the oldest commanders in the service, was on her way 
from Swatow to this port. H.M.S. Lapwing, 774 tons, Scott, 
commander, left Shanghai on the 13th instant bound for 
Hongkong. The two veesels mct in the Formosa Chan- 
nel, near Ockseu Island about forty miles: from: Turn- 
about and almost midway between Amoy and Foochow. 
The Hochung is a total loss, but she does not appear to 
have sunk immediately, as the Lapwing had time to save the: 
whole of the passengers and crew whom she afterwards took to 
and landed at Amoy. At present, we have no details as to the 
cause of the collision and the subsequent loss of the steamer. 
The Hochung was the vessel which the C. M. 8. N. Co., 
sent to Honolula and San Francisco afte: extensive altera- 
tions. She was the first steamer bearing the Dragon flag 
which entered the Golden Gate and created such excitement 
among the citizens of San Francisco. We learn that she has 
been runuing for the last five years without accident, and had 
made four voyages in all to San Francisco and Honolalu. The 
Company's steamer Howsang, was lost on Dodd Island on 31st 
January, 1878. These two, with the Fusing are the three 
coasting boats the company has lost since its inauguration. As 
the P.& 0. Co's. steamer Zambesi was in the vicinity about 
the time of the accident, she stood by the wreck for four 
hours.—Shanghai Courier. 


The St. James's Budget states that recent telegrams from 
Madeira tell us how affairs stood at Cave Coast Castle on 
February 18th. The King of Ashantee, it seems, has sent to say 
that he neither intends nor ever intended to invade British 
territory. This, no doubt, is well ; but it seems hardly reason- 
able to conclude (as the Standard does) that the alarm 
originated wholly in the inexperience of the British officials. 
Possibly undue importance was attached to the incident of the 
golden axe, but that a menacing message of some kind was 
brought to the Acting Governor seems clear, for the Times 
telegram saya that the King ‘disclaims the Ambassador's 
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threats of war and of attacking Axim.’ The doctrine that 
British officials are always in the wrong is the peculiar property 
of the Daily News, aud ought not to be misappropriated by 
Journals of less cosmophil tendencies. The King of Ashantee, 
though not a Christian, is a diplomatist, and it is quite possible 
that the defensive demonstrations have induced him not enly 
to abandon his origiual design, but to ‘repudiate’ it. The 
cause of the difficulty remains: the prince who broke gaol at 
Coomassie is still at Cape Coast Castle and the King wants 
him, while we do not mean to give him up. It is of course 
Very sad that the colonial surplus has been spent ‘ in telegrams, 
aud other preparatious,’ but we need not add to our regrets by 
assuming that it has been spent without cause. 


es ee 


Ia a late number the Graphic writes that the ease of Sprowl c. 
Waterlow, disposed of by the Queen's Bench Division the other 
day, was both singular and amusing. The plaintiff had written a 
book entitled ‘ Dreams of my solitude on the Mechanism of the 
Heavens,’ aod had employed the defendants to print it, paying 
them £75 on account. He, however, appears to have expected 
a great deal for his money, for he suggested that they should 
not only set up the type and make ordinary corrections, bat 
substitute or add words occasionally, harmonise the paragraphs, 
correct errors in grammar, tautology and redundancy, and even 
scientific alips; and moreover, as he said in one of his notes to 
the manager, ‘you can easily devote five hours a day to it 
when you are at leisure in your own house.’ Messrs. Waterlow 
naturally took quite a different view of the contract, and it is 
certainly not surprising that Lord Coleridge and the jary 
decided in their favour. 


Some months ago we published an account of the marvellous 
doings of an Indian Fakir, who allowed himself to be buried 
alive, aud on being subsequently disinterred was found alive 
and well. A correspondent wrote usa letter, which we publish- 
ed, throwing doubt on the accuracy of these stories. We 
will not hazard an opinion, but we notice that a writer in the 
Gasette of Moscoro admits that, after a long residence in India, 
he is convinced that the fakirs of the East have power to to 
suspend animation, that they can be buried in the ground for 
weeks, and then resuscitated. : 


The annual meeting of the friends and subscribers of the 
Yokohama General Hospital. was held in the Chamber of Com- 


‘merce yesterday afternoon. 


There were present :—Mr. John Gordon Kennedy, H. B. M.’s 
Chargé d’Affuires (in the chair), Messrs. A. J. Wilkin, E. de 
Bavier, H. Grauert, Stiebel, J. Ph. von Hemert, Dr. Buckle, 
A. O. Gay, H. Allen, J. J. Enslie, F. Townley, G. M. Dare, 
Wm. McDonald, John Robertson, M. Kirkwood, E. Fischer, J. 
R. Anglin, F. A. Cope, F. F. Fuster, and Rev. E. C. Irwine. 

Mr. Kennedy thanked the meeting for the honor conferred 


upon him by the Committee requesting him to preside, and 


requested the Secretary to read the minutes and reports. 
The Secretary, Mr. Wilkin, having read the minutes, pro- 
ceeded with the following reports :— 


THE COMMITTEE OF THE YOKOHAMA GEXERAL HosPrraL BEG 
NOW TO PRESENT TO THE SUBSCRIBERS THEIR STATEMEKT 
OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING Sisr Decenner, 1880, 
AND THE SURGEONS’ REPORT FOR THE SAMF PERIOD. 


The course of things for the has been uneventful, and the com- 
8 in making their own bese have little to add to the above. 
The number of patients treated during theee twelve months 
chews a reduction on that of the previous twelve months, viz, 132 
against 159: reckoned by the number of days the reduction does 
not appear to be so large, namely, is about 9 per cent. The 
decrease is exhibited in lst and 2nd class, and in charity patients: 
in the 3rd class there is an increase. : 
the cash account, the receipts from patients shew a corres- 
ponding decrease, but it is satisfactory to be able to remark that 
the current expenditure is in like proportion. ; ; 

The coet per head per diem has been $1.91, i., reckoning the 
cost on all expenditare save that for repairs, and including the 
bills still due — oa of the year, or rather lees than for the year 

79 if calculated in the same way. 

i The cash on hand, it will be seen, was $1,254.48 on 31st Decem- 
ber, and, allowing for debts and recoverable arzete, the balance in 
favour of the hospital at same time was $1,301.95, which is vome- 
what larger than that of the previous December. The financial 
position has not changed materially since. The donations and eab- 
scriptions, however, agaiu show a falling off. Tho latter iuclade 
$375.38, collected by Mr. Townley as before in small monthly sume, 
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ly no large expenditure has bcen necessary in repairs, 
—— financial sation would not have been so satisfactory. 
But it must be borne in mind pee the —— — not new, and 
on them from time to time is inevitable. ; 
— onl te neceasary forthwith to again circulate the subscrip- 
tion and donation liets, and the committee trust that the appeal 
will meet with the liberal response which has always been accorded 
by the community, when called to give to this institution. 

The surgeons report is appended hereto, and contains, as before 
an exhaustive statistical statement respecting the cases treated. 
The committee have again the pleasure of acknowledging the 
interest shown by the medical officers in the success of the hospital 
and their assiduity for the welfare of the paticnts. : 

Reference is again made therein to the want of a proper carriage 
road to the emall pox hospital, and although happily, hitherto, 
there has not been great occasion to make use of that building, the 
committee regret that this necessary accomodation has not been 

ided. 


The arrangements — for a room for convalescents at the 


General Hospital, are not all that could be desired, but it is hoped Remained from 1879 


ill t the case to some extent. 
—— are aleo glad to be able to speak of the har- 
mony with which the officers and employés of the institution have 


ther. 
— — last the committee have been able to do without the 
services of the native dispenser ; Mr. Thompeon, the Steward, being 
well versed in this branch of his duties :—a small economy has thus 
been effected. ; . — 

A charitable society recently established here, vis. the “Societe 
Francais de Sécours,” having applied through its vice-president, 
Mr. Degron, to have a bed always at its disposal to which the society 
might send any distressed Frenchman, an agreement was come to, 
dated 20th January, by which this was secured to the society in 
return for a quarterly subscription of $15 to the hospital fands. 

The echeme for receiving Japanese patients at reduced rates, has 
been carried into effect, but with only limited results. 

Thanks are again tendered to those who have supplied newspapers 
and periodicals to the hospital. In accordance with the suggestion 
made at last — meeting, a box has been placed at the gate for 
the reception of newspa or magazines. . . 

It only remains now for the committee to tender their resignation. 

For the committee 
A. J. WILKIN, 


April 26th, 1881. 





YOKOHAMA GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
STATEMENT oF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1880. 








RECEIPTS, 
Balance from last account. Cash on hand 
Lat January ...... ... . $ 598.97 
Interest allowed by Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Bank on daily balances ........ sadeaaes mm 27.05 
From 22 2 22 SO Cee Coe 5Û¶ÿ»ÿô ò»5» ⏑ ô»5⸗⸗ů⸗ô⸗⏑⏑* 6,519.14 
ty ) nations eeeeeseesoses Seeecsecossseeseeoessess 2,195.25 
Per differences between and yen ...... 698.74 
Total receipts.........ccccecccseee $10,039.15 
DrEPenDexcies, Ist January, 1881. 
‘Cash on hand, less amount due to credi- 
tors, as BDOVE ..... $ 481.60 
Amounts recoverable from patients on 
outstanding accounts (exclusive of 
$1,185.59 considered not recoverable)... 820.35 
$1,801.95 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid creditors from 1879 Axx $1,101.88 
Establishment expenses :— 
Repairs to buildings, &...............csseeeeee 611.38 
Ground rent vc nasieces cuss cadssnsncservesssiccess 176.70 
Fire insurence .........s.sccsseeee ——— 104.70 
Furniture, See sis cscicacssevsvavuaviasetvandeneases 59.50 
bide, (steward & natives) ........... — 2,340.80 
Fuel and lighting ...............cccecscsecssees 410.02 
Sundries........................ 109.12 3,811.52 
Medical expenses :— ' 
Surgeonas' ..................... 
Dispenser'’s wages, 4 months.................. 60.00 
Medicines, Bi Ciisc ise svadcascisscessecdeccevenececce 568.39 1,828.39 
Victualling expenses :— 
Butelßꝛeeee ocdacrees 559. 24 
— 326.40 
Alarketing ..................... ........... 486. 32 
Stoeeeee 449.67 
NAGE: ccatietveng so atbacdednesdenubeades wesceedtdecen 373.10 
Wines, Beer aud Spirits... .........00000000.. 223.61 2,418.34 
Office expenses *-— 
Accountant ........ ............................. 360.00 
Collecting accouuts.............................. 9.67 
Stationary ............ J st 27.75 397.42 
Total expenditures ......cccsccseesees F $9,557.55 
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Cash on hand .................... — —— $1,254.48 
Less, due to creditors, Dec. 3lst............ 772.88 481.60 
$10,039.15 


E. & O, E. 
G. K. DINsDALE, 
Fur Ilon. Treasurer, 
"okohama General Hospital. 
Yokohama, lst January, 1881. 
YOKOHAMA GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
PATIENTS IN HosPpITAL FROM JANUARY lsT TO DECEMBER 31sT 
WERE AS FOLLOWS :— 


let 2nd 3rd 4th Cha- To- 
Class. Class, Class. Class. rity. tal. 
— 9 0 4 0 2 6 





Admitted during 1880... 10 16 78 8 14 126 
Total... .. 10 16 82 8 16 a2 
Number of days of Ist class... ... ... «.. ... 187 days. 
9” 9 — eee eco eee ete eee eee 250 
” ” 3rd * eee eee eee coo oe 8,472 99 
7 a Ath se oe . §=108 ,, 
* Charity ... 489 ,, 
Total .. tee". ee .. 4,506 days. 
J. Lee THoMPson, 
Steward. 
SURGEONS’ REPORT. 
GENERAL HosrrTaL, YOKOHAMA, JAPAN 
March 80th, 1881. 
To the Committee, 
General Hospital of Yokohama. 


GENTLEMEN :—We have the honor to submit herewith our report 
of the medical supervision of the General and Small Pox Hospitals 
for the year January Ist to December 3lst, 1881. 

The number of patients of different chasses, admitted during the 
year, is shown in the following table, in which, for the sake of 
comparison, the admissions for the 1878 and 1879 are also 
given. A close co ance will be found to exist between the 
admissions for 1879 and those for 1880, both as regards the total 
number and its subdivision by classes. 


TuTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS UNDER TREATMENT DURIXG 1878, 
1879 aND 1880, sy CLASSES. 





Ist 2nd 38rd 4th Cha- To- 
Class. Class. Class. Class. rity. tal. 
Remaining Jan. lst, 1878 ... 0 0 4 1 8 8 
Admitted during 1878......... 14 19 141 6 15 195 
Total treated during ... — — — — — 
1338388 — . 414 19 145 7 18 203 
Remaining Jan. Ist, 1879 ... 0 2 29 0 4 35 
Admitted during 1879......... 7 12 82 7 16 12 
Total treated during eee — —- — — — =— 
1879 ......... ry 124 111 7 2 189 
Remaining Jan. let, 1880... 0 0 4 0 2 6 
Admitted during 1880......... 10 16 78 8 14 1% 
Total treated d ee — — — — — — 
isshsss— corre 10 16 82 8 16 132 
Remaining Jan. lst, 1881.. 0 2 9 0 8 14 


It is a matter of felicitation that the community has escaped 
epidemic disease during the year, not even a le ease of smaill- 
pox having been reported, either among ves or foreigners. 


The few cases noted in the detailed report of patients treated, 
hereto appended. having been, as usual, landed here from steamers 
arriving from China,. So long a period as has ela since the 
last epidemic of small-pox, that of 1874-75 is, we believe, without 
precedent in the more recent history of this country. 

Although no cases appear upon the hospital records, we regret 
to say that there are indications, both among native and foreign 
residenta, that one scourage of civilization, diphtheria, formerly 
almost or quite unknown in Japan, is becoming domesticated here. 
As yet, however, it has shown no tendency to become epidemic, 
and the sum total of cases has not been great. 

Considering the unmistakeable though slow advance of diphtheria 
in this country, and that it is one of the diseases which have been 
clearly proved to be caused or developed by faulty hygienic sur- 
roundings, such as the emanations of decomposing organic matter 
including sewer gas and the like, it will certainly be —— of 
wisdom to see that no circumstances favoring its outb: exist 
about our dwellings. 

The medical science of the future will be one of prevention even 
more than of cure, but in order that physicians may be able to 
utilize jn this direction the knowledge which is already available, 
the community must itself afford willing and intelligent assistance. 
Imperfect as is our present understanding of the laws of disease, 
euough is known to secure the erndication of several moet serious 
maladies, were the people generally instructed ix the laws of 
hygiene, and willing to mould their lives and surroundings in 
accordance therewith. 

We beg leave to reiterate our recommendation that, so eoon as 
circumstances will permit, a room for the assemblage of the lower 
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classes of patients slightly ill, or convalescent, be added to the pre- 
sent conmmodations of the hospital. The reasons for this recom- 
mendation have already fully stated, and are, beside, so apparent 
that repetition would be useless, it is enough to say that proper 
treatment of the sick is difficult or —— in a room used 
indiscriminately for all the purposes of life. We would also again 
call your attention to the very serious inconvenience entailed upon 
the medical attendants of the hospital by the non-existence of a 
road to the distant small pox wards. A very trifling expenditure 
would be sufficient to convert an already etisting path into a road 
allowing easy access to the pest house. 

The subordinate employés of the hospital have worked actively 
and efficiently during the year and to their assistance is largely 
due whatever measure of success may have been achieved. 

Iu conclusion, we would express our appreciation of the ready 
and thorough — afforded by your body to all efforts upon our 
part for the benefit of the institution under our charge. 


We are, Gentlemen, 
Very Respectfully, 


STUART ELDRIDGE, M.D., 
Epwix WHEELER, M.D., 
Surgeous General Hospital. 


Mr. Kennedy asked if any gentlemen had anything to say on 
the subject. 

Mr. Kirkwood moved the acceptance of the reports. 

Mr. McDonald seconded the motion which was carried nnan- 
imously. 

Mr. Kennedy said they would next proceed to elect a Com- 
mittee. 

M. Wilkin said that Mr. Foster wished to retire, and Mr. 
Fraser was not in Yokohama. 

Mr. Wilkiu having read the names of last year’s Committee. 

Mr. Irwine moved that the same members be re-elected for 
the current year if they did not object. 

The motion was seconded and Dr. Buckle asked if the Com- 
mittee intended taking any steps with regard to providing a 
sitting room for the use of convalescent patients, as recom- 
mended by the surgeons. 

Mr. Allen said a room had been set aside for that purpose. 

Mr. Irwine directed attention to the subject of a new road to 
the small pox hospital. 

After a desultory conversation the Chairman undertook to 
represent the matter to the authorities. 

The chairman then expressed the very great pleasure he had 
felt in hearing the statement of accounts and report read, and 
he was quite sure the meeting was unanimous in thanking the 
committee, surgeons and all connected with the institution for 
their valuable services. He observed appended to the surgeons’ 
report a statement showing that thirteen nationalities had 
availed themselves of the hospital, which showed that the in- 
stitution had the confidence of the public irrespective of nation- 
ality, and would no doubt produce a good and happy influence 
upon the Japanese. Regarding the want of a road to the small- 
pox hospital, if that matter was left in his hands. he would take 
such steps as might possibly lead to the authorities in Tokio 
granting a road. Referring to the subscription list, Mr. Ken- 
nedy said that if the secretary would send the list to Tokio, it 
would afford him plensure to use his influence in obtaining 
contributions. In conclusion, he begged to thank the meeting 
for the opportunity afforded him of becoming acquainted with 
the working of the institution. 

Mr. Kirkwood proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring 
Committee which was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Wilkin returned thanks, and proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman which was carried unanimously and the meet- 
ing adjourned. 








_ NIPPON RACE CLUB. 
ENTRIES FOR THE SPRING MEETING. 





First Day,—9tTH May. 


1.—Tut: Grirrins’ PLate.—Value $150. Second Pony to 
save his stuke. For Japan ponies that have never run in a 
race in Tokiv or Yokohama. Weight as per scale. Five 
furlongs. Entrance, $10. 


_ Yamasaki, Sviren, Ritan, Ventre de Biche, Diogenes, Polux, 
Kamakura. 


2. -Tur Crirerion Strakes.—Value $100. For China 
Ponics that have never wou a race. Weight as per scale. 
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Bond fide griffins, 7 lbs. allowance. Once round. Entrance, 
85. 


Cresset, Louis d'Or, Pibroch, Ginger, Paladin, Victor. 


3.—Tie Hatr-prep MatpeN PLate.—Value $100. For 
Half-Breds that have never won a race in Tokio or Yokohama, 
Weight as per scale. Five furlongs. Entrance, $5 


Kosakura, Hanabusa, Denshin, Phoonix. 


4.—Tie Navy Cup.—Presented. For China ponies. Weight 
as perscale. Wiuner of No. 2 excluded. Three-quarters of a 
mile. Entrance, $10. 


Cresset, Snowstorm, Sunshine, Chief Mongolian, Skedaddle, 
Dartmoor. 


5.—TuE St. Georce’s Cur.—Presented. For Japan ponies. 
Weight as per scale. Half a mile. Entrance, $5. 


Hiden, Misawa (late Yawata), Seiren, Kokuwaku, Jim Hills, 
Oyama, Annandale. a 


6.—THE Sprinc Cur.—Value $100. For Half-breds. Weight 
as per scale. Three-quarters of a mile. Entrance, $5. 


— Asagawo, Bon René, Toyokoma, Gioso, Admiral 
us. 


7.—THE Tea Cur.—Presented. For China ponies. Weight 
as per scale. Winners at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. One and a 
quarter miles. Entrance, $10. 


Clown, Snowstorm, Bonny Doon, Louis d'Or, Ricochet, 
Sunshine, Gled, Skedaddle, Victor. — 


8—THe Kera Vase.—Presented. For Japan ponies. 
Weight as per scale. Winuers at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. 
Three-quarters of a mile. Entrance, $5. 


Ikadsushi, Chuckle, Misawa, Higan, Katerfelto Oyama, Jim 
Hills, Aananade. — 





SEcOND Day,—l0rH May. 


1.—TueE Mammen Piate.—Value $100. For Japan ponies 
that have never won a race in Tokio or Yokohama. Weight 
as per scale. Halfa mile. Entrance, $5. 


Chackle, Yamasaki, To-un, Seiren, Kirin, Ritan, Ventre de 
Biche, Diogenes, Moujik, Polux, Nonobiki. 


2.—TuHe Visitors’ Cur.—Presented. For China ponies. 
Weight as per scale. Winners in China and Japan in 1880, or 
at this — 7 Ibs. extra. Once round and a distance. En- 
trance, 


Clown, Cresset, Snowstorm, Petit Pas, Bonny Doon, Louis 
d’Or, Ricochet, Pibroch, Sunshine, Ginger, Skedaddle, Vi 


3.—THE Mrrsvu Bisnt Cur.—Presented. For Japan poni 
Weight as perscale. Winners at the meeting excluded. Three. 
quarters of a mile. Entrance, $5. 


Hiden, Ikadsushi, Chuckle, Misawa, Higan, Katerfel 
Ritan, Oyama, Jim Hills, Annandale, Diogenes, Polux, ane, 
kura. 


4.—T HE Laprms’ Porse.—Presented. For Japan and China 
ponies. Weight as per scule. Half a mile. Entrance, $10. 


Hiden, Pibroch, Sunshine, Chief Mongolian, Oyama, 
Skedaddle, Dartmoor, Paladin. 


5.—THE Bankers’ Cup.—Presented. For Japan ponies. 
Weight as per scale. Winners of one race at the meeting, 7 
Ibs. extra; of two or more races, 10 lbs. extra. Once round. 
Entrance, $10. 


Ikadsushi, Misawa, Katerfelto, Jim Hills, Oyama, Annandale, 
Kamakura. 


6.—TueE ——.—For China ponies. Weight as per 
scale. Winners at the meeting, 7 lbs. extra. One and a half 
miles. Eutrance, $10. 


Snowstorm, Clown, Bouny Doon, Louis d’Or, Ricochet, 
Sunshine, Gled, Skedaddle, Victor. 


7—Tue Kattakusu1 Cor.—Presented. For Half-b: 
Weight as per scale. Winners of one race at the meeting, 
7 lbs. extra ; of two or more races, 10 lbs. extra. Once round 
and a distance. Entrance, $5. 


Tachibana, Kosakura, Asagawo, Bon René, Toyokoma, 
Admiral Rous. 


8.—Tie Fryaway StakeEs.—Value $150. For Japan and 
China ponies. Weight as per scale. Non-starters and winvers 
at the meeting excluded. China ponies, 10 Ibe. extra. Ponies 
that have never won a race, 7 lbs. allowance. Once round. 
Entrance, $10. 


Ikadsushi, Cresset, Bonny Doon, Louis d'Or, Pibroch, 
Sunshine, Kirin, Katerfelto, Chief Mongolian, Ginger, Dart- 
moor, Paladin, Victor. 
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Tuind Day,—l1ltu May. 

1.—Tue Dirromatic Cur.—Presented. Champion Race 
for Japan ponies. Weight as per scale. Once round. Entran- 
ce, $10. 

Ikadsushi, Misawa, Seiren, Higan, 
Hills, Annandale, Kamakura. 

29.—Tne Comrrapores’ Cur.—Presented. Champion Race 
for China ponies. Weight as per scale. One and a quarter 
miles. Entrance, $10. 

Snowstorm, Clown, Bonny Doon, Louis d'Or, Ricochet, Sun- 
shine, Ginger, Skedaddle, Dartmoor. 

3.—Tue Kcnaisio Vask.—Presented. Champion Race for 
Half-breds. Weight as per scale. Once round. Entrance, 
$10. 

Tachibana, Kosakura, Bon René, Toyokoma, Gioso, Admiral 








Katerfelto, Oyama, Jim 


4.—Tne Wetter Cur.—A Sweepstakes of $10 each, with 
$100 added. For all Japan and China ponies that have never 
won a race, and are not otherwise entered at the meeting, to be 
ridden by members of tle N.R.C. whohave never had a winniug 
mount. Weight for Japanese ponies, 11 st. ; for China ponies, 
12 st. Once round. 


Dick Deadeye (late udthrift), Schneider, Water Baby, 
Old Blue, Maoping (Inte Satisfaction), Centaur, Daisy Chain. 


5.—THE, Japan ConsoLaTion.—Value ($150. For all beaten 
Japan ponies at the meeting. Weight as per scale. Five fur- 
longs. Entrance $10. 

Hiden, Ikadsushi, Chuckle, Seiren, Misawa, Higan, Koku- 
waku, Katerfelto, Kiriu, Ventre de Biche, Annandale, Dio- 
genes, Kamakura, Nonobiki. 


6.—TnoE Cuina ConsoraTION.—Value $150. For all beaten 
China ponies at the meeting. Weight as per scale. Once round. 
Entrance, $10. 

Cresset, Clown, Petit Pas, Bonny Doon, Louis, d'Or, Ricochet, 
Pibroch, Sunshine, Chief Mougoliau, Qled, Ginger, Skedaddle, 
Paladin. Victor. 

7.—THE Hatr-nrep ConxsoLaTiox.—For all beaten Half- 
bred ponies at the meeting. Weight as per seale. Three- 
quarters of a mile. A Sweepstake of $10 each with $50 


Asagawo, Bon René, Toyokoma, Hanabusa, Denshin, Phosnix. 


8.—THE Sayonara Srakes.—Value $175.—A handicap for 
all ponies. The handicap to be framed so soon as possible 
after the last race on the Second Day. Once round. En- 
trance $10. 

Kosskura, Snowstorm, Cresset, Bonny Doon, Louis d'Or, 
Pibroch, Sunshine, Katorfelto, Chief Mongolian, Jim Hills, 
Admiral Rous, Gled, Ginger, Dartmoor, Paladin, Victor. 
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“JAPANESE ITEMS. 





[The following Notes on various Japauese matters are chiefly 
derived from the native papers, occasionally supplemented from 
original -sources of iuformatiou, and are carefully collated and 
edjted, so as make them readable and intelligible.) 


COURT, POLITICAL AND OFFICIAL. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that, os previously announced, 
Her Majesty the Emperess Dowager visited the National 
Exhibition on the 22nd instant, accompanied by several ladies 
of the Court and officials of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment. Her Majesty, conducted by Mr. Shinagawa, chief com- 
missioner, visited all the buildings and left at 6.15 p.m. 

The same native journal states :—The Regulations for the 
reception of foreign visitors, which were being compiled by the 
Foreign nud Imperial Houschold Departments, have been 
completed, and forwarded to the Council of State. It is said 
that by these regulations such visitors will be divided into 
five classes or grades. 

His Royal Highuess Tei Monkeu, prince of Siam, who has 
lately come to Japan, visited (the Akebono Shinbun informs us) 
the National Exhibition on the 21st instant. He has applied to 
the Imperial Houscho!d Department for permission to visit 
the Fukiage Pack, and it is said that some officials will be told 
off to conduct him there on the day of the entertainment, 
which has been fixed for the 29th instant. 

The editors of the Nichi Nichi, Choya, Mainichi and Akebono 
were fined 100 yen each in the Tokio Saibansho on the 22nd 
instant, fur baving published, without permission, a copy of 
the memorial written by Their Excelleucies Privy Councillors 
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Okuma and Ito, for the establishment of the Agricultural and 
Commercial Department. 
was fined 150 yeu for the same offence. 


The editor of the Jfochi Shinbun 


The ILochi Shinbun states :—'‘ Mr. Nishikawa Yoshinobu, 


vice-president of the Atoto Fu Assembly, is said to be about to 
forward a memorial to the Senate praying that the present 
Local Governors Assembly be abolished; and in its stead 
representative body be formed, as the first step towards the 
establishment of a National Assembly, by the election of two 
or three of the Permauent Committee from each prefecture. 


The same paper states that His Excellency Sanjo, the 


Prince Minister, left the Capital for the A fami hot springs on 


the 24th instant. 

This also says:—It was previously reported that the 
resignation of His Excellency Admiral Yenomoto, ex-Minister 
of the Navy, was owing to the unfavourable seception 
of his memorial by the Government; we further hear 
that the principal object of the memorial was a strong 
protest ayainst a proposal to establish a Staff Office in the 
Naval Department ; some suggestions as to the amelioration of 
financial difficulties; and other political matters. We regret 
that we are unable to give the full particulars. Another 
rumour has it that some of the Ministers of State, aud Privy 
Couucillors visited him at his private residence and bad some 
conversation with him, from the result of which it seems 
probable that he will accept the post of Senator. 

Another pa per says that at the suggestion of Mr. Kuki, As- 
sistant V ice-Minister of the Education Department, enquiries 
were made during the year. before last concerning the 
written instructions given te scheol teachers throughout the 
Empire; certificates for go od conduct ; rules for their guidance; 
and regulations for conferring certificates of competency. 
The issue of the new iustructions had been posi poned, but steps 
will be taken to hasten their completion. 

From the same source we learn that a complete sarvey of 
the Empire is about to be made, and that officials will be 
despatched fur that purpo se for Totomi, Mino, and other pro- 
vinces in the beginning of next month from the Topogra- 
phical Bureau. 

It is stated in a vernacular journal that owing to the reduc- 
tion of the appropriations of each Department it has been 
decided that the Japanese Legations abroad will have in future 
only one secretary and assistant secretary each. 

The Afainichi Shinbun states:—We hear that one of the 
Ministers of State will go to the prefecture of Okinawa (Riukiu) 
on an inspection tour early next Spring by special instruction 
of His Majesty the Emperor. 

This paper also states that General Torio, now living in 
retirement in his country seat at Tennoji, Osaka, will shortly 
come to the Capital and accept some position under govern- 
ment. 

The Nichi Nichi Skinbun says the members of the Ken-iu-sha 
(political society) in Yokohama opened a mecting in Otamachi 
on the 24th instant. There were about 350 members present, 
but the meeting, it appears, was of somewhat short duration. 
Mr. Takahashi got up to give a lecture, which that paper does 
not fully report for the very excellent reason that it was pever 
delivered at length, the authorities having thought proper, like 
Sir Boyle Roche to “ nip it in the bud.” He commenced by 
saying that H. I. M. the Mikado was totally averse to despotism 
and that his leanings are and have always been towards Cou- 
stitutional Government, a fact which is clearly proved by his 
decluration in the first year of Meiji, and the subsequent 
Im perial decree issued in the 8th yenr. That the establishment 
of a National Assembly was, in fact, not at ull opposed to the 
ideas of the illustrious Emperor of Japan; and that the only 
objection to such an institution was the wish of a very few 
mcinbers of the cabinet to make——Here the strong arm of the 
law intery ened in the shape of a police inspector, who immedia- 
tely suspended the mee ting. The paper docs not alate what 
subsequently befel this Japanese Parnell. 

According to the same paper His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Siam was received in private audience by His Majesty tLe 
Emperor, on the 26th instant, at the Fubiage Park. The 
Roysl guest conducted by Mr. Kuakiuchi, un official of the 
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Foreign Department, visited the Tokio Saibansho and the 
prisons in Kajibashi, on the 25th inst. 

In the Education Department rules for all primary schools 
will, (another paper says) be reformed after the German model. 

The Mainichi Shinbun writes, :—Messrs. Mutsuzawa, printer, 
and Uyeda, director of the Toyo-jiyu Shinbun, were suddenly 
conveyed from their private residences to the police station 
on the night of the 23rd instant. We are unable to state under 
what charge they were arrested, but it is ramoured that it is 
with reference to their having published a supplement stating 
that the first Minister had ordered the resignation of Mr. 
Saionji, the former director of that paper. 

The Choya Shinbun says that His Majesty the Emperor will 
go, in the beginning of the next month, to the Marine Branch 
Depét at Uraga, to see the fisheries. His Majesty will pass a 
night there and will visit the battery at Kannon-saki on his 
return. Her Majesty the Empress went to the National Ex- 
hibition again on the 25th instant, and visited those buildings 
were not examined on the last occasion. Her Majesty left at 
6 p.m. | 

The Hochi Shinbun gives the following :—As previously 
announced, Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress went to 
the Fukiage Park on the 26th instant at 3 p.m., and opened in 
person the usual cherry-tree féte,in a villa lately erected in the 
Park. The Princes of the Blood, Ministers of State, Privy 
Councillors, Foreign Representatives, and many ladies were pre- 
sent. His Royal Highness the Prince of Siam was, as stated 
yesterday, recieved in private audience by His Majesty. At 
night the cherry trees were brilliantly illuminated with lan- 
terns, To-day (the 28th) His Majesty will set out for Atsuki, 
leaving the Shinbashi Station by special train at 8.15am. His 
Imperial Highness Higashi Fushimi-no-Miya, commander-in- 
chief of the Imperial guard, left for the same place at noon 
yesterday, to inspect the military manceuvres which are to take 
place in that neighbourhold. 


The Afainichi Shinbun states :—We stated before that Mr. 
Tokuno, superintendent of the Government Printing Office 
has tendered his resignation. We hear that he had memo- 
rialized the government to the effect that his office might be 
freed from the control of the Finance Department. He did 
not ask for any appropriation from the government, but 
proposed to defray the expenses out of its industrial profits, 
and moreover offered to present the government with the 
yearly sum of 300,000 yen. However, the government, fearing 
that this might act prejudicially on the business of private 
individuals, did not approve of the memorial, and Mr. Tokuno 
has accordingly tendered his resiguation. 

The Choya Shinbun contains the following :—The new build- 
ing for the Foreign Department at Kasumigaseki, is being 
rapidly completed. It is to be finished in May next, and then 
its present office at Takarada-cho will be handed over to the 
Agricultural and Commercial Department. Heretofore any 
imports wanted-in government Departments were purchased 
through an office specially constituted for that purpose, but it 
has been decided that hereafter the Departments will make such 
purchases from foreign merchants directly. 

The same paper informs us inquiries are being made, by con- 
sulting letters and the records of embassies, into the actual 
relatiouship which the Loochooan kings maintained with the 
Bakufu government. 


From the same source we learn that the Saionji affair con- 
tinues to “drag its show length along.” That gentleman, who 
will be remembered as the ex-director of the Oriental Inde- 
pendent, a paper that bids fair to create some stir in the capital, 
was summoned to the Public Prosecutor's office in the Tokio 
Saibansho on the morning of the 27th instant. This is with 
reference to the legal examination of Messrs. Matsuzawa and 
Uyeda, gentlemen connected with the same paper who, as re- 
ported, were taken into custody some days ago and are still 
under arrest. It is said that a special bench is opened after 
the usual hour for the closing of the court, to carry on the 
investigation of the case. 

The Mainichi Shinbun states that all the foreign representa- 
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Fukiage Park on the 26th instant, returned thanks at the 
Imperial palace next day. 

This paper also says that His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Siam, accompanied by his four subordinates, visited the 
Government Printing Office on the afternoon of the 27th 
inst. Conducted by a secretary of this Department, he iuspected 
every section. The royal guest, with some officials 
of the Foreign Department, went to Yokohama on the 
morning of the 28th instant, and thence to Yokosuka to 
inspect the dockyard there. He will visit the National Exhibi- 
tion shortly. 

The JIochi Shinbun states :—Her Majesty the Dowager Em- 
press will again visit the National Exhibition on or about the 
Ist proximo, to examine those buildings which were not 
inspected on the occasion of the former visit. It issaid that the 
exhibits purchased by Thoir Majesties the Emperor, Empress, 
and Dowager Empress are few in number, but the articles 
bought by the Court Chamberlains &c., amount to 30,000 yen 
in value. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY. 


The Raidenkwan will (a native paper states) be despatched 
for Hokknido on the 28th instant. for surveying purposes : It 
is said that if time will permit she will also survey part of the 
coast of Russia. 

From this source we also learn that some military manoeuvres 
will shortly take place in which the troops of the Tokio, Osaka 
and Nagoya garrisons, will join. The forces of the first garri- 
son will form one and those of the latter two the other side. 
The “fighting” is announced for the neighbourhood of the 
Hakone mountains, taking advantage of that range for points 
of strategy. 

It has been usual to send two or three artillery and 
engineering graduates of the Shikan Gakko (one of the 
Military Colleges) abroad for study every year; but last year 
this was not done. This year five sub-Lieutenants who have 
graduated in that college within the past twelve months will 
be ordered to France. 

It is stated in another paper that more than 400 infantry 
cadets of the Kio-do-dan (one of the Military Colleges) 
graduated on the 15th instant. They have all been appointed 
to inferior grades, and are to be distributed among the different 
local garrisons. Donations of over 3,850 yen were granted 
on the 26th inst. by the Council of State to 192 Naval petty 
officers, who distinguished themselves during the Satsuma 
rebellion. 

The same paper informs us that the foundations of the bat- 
teries about to be constructed at Kannon-eaki have already been 
laid. The construction will be proceeded with on thoroughly 
scientific principles, and the newest mathematical instruments 
have been imported from abroad for that purpose. In order to 
secure the strictest accuracy in the surveys eight competent 
naval engineers have been despatched to the spot to take full 
control of the works. It is further given as a piece of military | 
intelligence, that instructions have been issued to the military 
telegraphic bands to discontiune subscription to the Niché 
Nichi, Hochi and Heyi Shinbuns. It appears that these news- 
papers have been somewhat popular among these isolated military 
bands, who, commendably enough, seek to relieve the tedium of 
their leisure hours by reading the newspaper. In future, how- 
ever, the Nacal and Alilitary Gazette is the only one to which 
they will be permitted to subscribe. 


INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND FINANCE. 

The Mainichi Shinbun says:—Defaulters are greatly on the 
increase, both as regards national and local taxes, in every city 
and prefecture in the empire, and the tax collectors have a 
pretty hard time of it in consequence. This state of things is 
said to be due to the depreciation of the paper currency. 

The scare on the Yokohama Bourse is, according to the same 
authority, not yet come to an end, but it is expected that some 
stability will be reached on the quotation of about 179. 

We indebted to the same for the following :—Heretofore 
communications with the island of Ogasawara (Bonin islands) 
have been conducted by the Mitsu Bishi Steamship Com- 


tives who were entertaiued by His Majesty the Emperor in the — but a short time ago the Tokio Fucho gave orders to the 
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Homaixen-gicaisha (a company for the establishment of sailing 
vessels of foreign model) that fora cousideration of 4000 yen, 
four trips per month should be made to the island the coui- 
pany, however rcfused, but offered to perform three trips instead 
to which the Tokio Fucho finally consented. We lcarn that the 
islanders have found this arrangement of diminution of traffic 
of great inconvenience to them, and have lately sent two 
deputies to Tokio to request that the traffic be rastored to its 
former condition. 

According to this paper, a weaving factory has been establish - 
ed in the prefecture of Ishikawa. Over one hundred womeu 
have been engaged, and cloth is being largely manafac- 
tured. The manufactures have turned out well and are 
very saleable in Osaka. If this industry continues to be carried 
on successfully, cloth will soon form a staple product of that 
prefecture. The governor is said to have done his best to 
further this useful scheme. 

Another vernacular jonrual tells us that some men of enter- 
prise intend to construct a canal out of the river Kiyagawa iu 
Shita-gori, Suruga province, to the port of Wada, with a view 
to facilitate transport. The canal proposed will be over four 
riin length, and is estimated to require an outlay of about 
35,000 yen. Projectors are making application to the authorities 
for permission to carry out their design. 

The Bukka Shimpo writes:—In Yokohama silk arrives in 
small quantities every day, but the demand iy dull. Price as 
well as market condition, is unchanged. About 50 catties of the 
new neason's ten were oxported by the American mail of 
the 2ist instant. These were simply samples, presented to 
European merchants. Prices differ according to the views of 
holders aud no fixed price can yet be quoted. However, it is 
expected that on the Sth or Gth of next month about 100,000 
catties will arrive, and that the price will be from $45 to $60. 
On the whole, the weather having been very unseasonable this 
year, the growth of tea was bad and the quality more or less 
inferior. Arrivals are said to be delayed about 20 days in 
consequence. Last season's tea was very saleable, so that the 
stock is diminished to about 1,000 catties. In foreign cottons 
white is firmest, and red is weaker than before by 2 per cent. 

The Jfochi Shinbun says that the cause of the recent scare 
on the Yokohama Bourse was owing to a combination on the 
part of three Tokio gentlemen to buy up silver on a lurge scale. 
This they easily did at first, but later on $500,000 came suddenly 
on the market. They were not prepared to buy such an amouut, 
bat after some difficulty they agreed to make exchanges at 179, 
by which it is said they have lost considerably. The bourse 
was re-opened on the 23rd instant. 

The Mochi Shinbun says that export duty is nbout lo be taken 
off sulphur. 

According to the same paper a great many orders have been 
received fron London for large Japanese umbrellas made of 
pictured paper. They were each over nine feet in diameter 
and fetched the very fair price of about ten yeneach. Un- 
fortunately these kind of goods are becoming largely imitated 
by articles of inferior manufacture in order to sell at a lower 
price. This degeneration has led to loss of repute, and pur- 
chasers have disapproved those which have been sent lately, 
and this causes genuine manufacturers to suffer. The paper 
states that competition of this sort is of questionable advantage. 

The Nichi Nichi Shinbun says the subject of the Agricultural 
Meetings, which are being held from time tv time, is to deli- 
berate upon the adoption of improvements in matters connect- 
ed with agriculture, and also to effect as much as popular 
conditions and topographical difficulties will permit. The 
questions submitted were : Ist, reform of agricultural statistics ; 
Qud, exchange of cereals and seeds, and facilities for traus- 
port; 3rd, manures; 4th, the couservation of fisheries ; 
5th the steps be tiken for conferring prizes, iu order to encou- 
rage those who prove themselves industrious. 

Through the same paper we learn that no Japanese have 
emigrated to the island of Tokumu-shima, one of the Kuriles, 
since thet group has become a possession of the empire ; but 
last year Me. Suhara Koyemon, a wealthy merchant of Hatsu- 
yama, Toshima province, Hokkaido, visited this island himself 
with a view tu develop some industry upon it. He has 
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commenced by opening thirteen fishing establishments, and hus 
sent off a number of fishermen, in order to carry out the 
undertaking properly. 

According to another paper the railway between Ovtsu and 
Tsuruga is expected to be completed in August next. 

A vernacular journal gives the following commercial 
report :—In the Yokohama Bourse paper was weak on the 
26th instant. ‘The market opened on the morning of that day 
at 180.2; improved to 180.1, and at noon was 180.3. Quota- 
tions against other specie have generally fallen. Silk is uusale- 
able ; a foreign firm inspected two or three bales of hanks, but 
owing to an unfavourable telegram from London, the transac- 
tion was not completed. Sen products are generally inactive ; 
beche-de-mer, especially, for which there was a great demand 
some short time ago, has fallen remarkably within the past few 
days. Mushrooms have fallen in price, but arrivals are still 
coming in. Stocks are pleutifal, but business not at all brisk. 

Foreign yarn is out of demand and no eales are being 
concluded. Prices huve fallen in consequence, that of yarn 
of first quality imperceptibly, but of other qualities fully 
24 per cent. in comparison with their quotations in the begin- 
ning of the month. This is attributable to the fact that the 
farmers are busily engaged in the cultivation of their land 
at present; with foreign firms stocks are somewhat low. Al- 
though some imports have arrived lately, they are mostly those 
which have been contracted for some time ago, for there are 
no new orders. Foreigners are supposed to have suffered 
some losses from these consiguments. There are no arrivals 
of the new season's tea for the past few days, bat the mer- 
chants are daily expecting a large quantity from the port of 
Shimidsu, Suruga province. The price is not settled, but is 
anticipated to range from $50 to $60. 

The Hochi Shinbun says that the question of the preservation 
of forests is occupying considerable attention just now. Several 
timber merchants of the capital and others interested in arbori- 
cal matters, besides having inaugurated a society some time 
ago to take such active steps as might be thought necessary 
in this connection, have decided to hold monthly meeting to 
invite all the information which botanists and others may 
feel disposed to contribute. Mr. Makino, a well known 
dendrologist, has been invited to deliver a series of lectures on 
this subject. The meetings will be open to the public. 

Tho same paper writes :—A sailing veeeel of foreiga model, 
which was being constructed in the shipbuilding yard of Mr. 
Shiramine, at Kanagawa, under an order from a merchant at 
Kanazawa, Ishikawa prefecture, has been completed, and been 
named the Kayetsu Afaru. She is a schooner of about 90 tons, and 
will be used for the transport of goods between this and Hako- 
date. 


The telegrams received by the Boycki Shokwai in Yokohama . 
from London, on the 26th and 27th instants, states :—On the 
26th, Tomioka Omama silk 16/2; Mayebashi No. 2,15/3: on 
the 27th, the latter 15/7: The market rather dull, but at the 
above quotations silk was saleable. 

No appreciable change has occurred iu the exchange rate. 
On the 28th inst. the market was opened at 178-2, fell tu 16°, 
and afterwards to 178-9. Quotations against other specie are 
nearly the same as before. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We take the fullowing from a native source :—The Korean 
government is again about to despatch Kinkoshiu (who came 
here on a similar mission last year) to Japan as Euvoy. The 
Amaki-kwan, one of our men-of-war, which left some time ayo 
for that country, went direct to Gensansbin from Bika, and 
thence arrived at Fusau on the Sth inst. On the night of the 
8th the weather became so very boisteruus that she was unable 
to hold to her moorings, and lust both her auchors. At this 
time she was in serious difficulty, but on the abatement 
of the gale she succeeded in recovering her anchora, and left. 
for Bakan on the 5th inst. to take in provisions. She 
is expected to proceed to Jinsen from Bakan. A corres- 
pondent states that in the Korean Capital the anti-foreign 
element is daily becomiug stronger. Rimanson, the man whe 
leads this party, is a man of the province of Chiusei. He is 
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more than seventy years of age, but in quite hale and 
vigorous. He goes to the gate of the castle every day, and 
publicly exhorts and admonishes the government to close the 
kingdom against foreigners. This be does in the presence of 
of a crowd, and with tears and manifestations of sorrow. His 
adherents are increasing day by day and now number over a 
thousand. Itit said that Tai-in-kun, the King's uncle who 
also Jeans towards the party of exclusion, stirs up these people 
secretly, and endeavours to convert them hy organization into 
av influential political factor. 

A merchant lately returned from Korea reports that a bell- 
tower has been constructed lately in the Japanese Consulate 
at Gensanshin, and it has been decided to summon the Japanese 
residents by ringing it on the occurrence of any circumstance 
unusual or suspicious, At present the Japanese residents 
there consist of officials, police-men priests, and about 800 
merchants and artizans. 

The Mainichi Shinbun has received some correspondence 
from Korea to the effect that trade is failing greatly in Fusan, 
while Korean money is going up, and that this reduces the Japan- 
ese merchants there to great difficulties. This is simply another 
evil effect of the depreciation of paper currency in Japan. 
One hears of nothing bat bankruptcies and absconding debtors. 
If such a state of things continues the Japanese residents will 
soon be in a pitiful way, and what makes matters worse is that 
the Japanese at home are not aware of this, and are still com- 
ing to Korea. However, the Choya Shinbun states that it has 
been definitely decided to open the port of Jinsen. The 
distance between this place and the Capital is seven ri, or exactly 
the same as that from Yokohama to Tokiyo. 

A native paper states that about thirty Koreans are shortly 
expected in Japan, with the principal object of visiting the 
various industrial factories, and instructions have been issued 
to all such establishments in Osaka, including the Mint, the 
Arsenal &c., to make preparations for their reception and to 
offer every facility to their inspection. 

We greatly regret to learn from an extract of the Osaka 
Shinpo, copied into the Akebono Shimbun, that the forty-four 
Korean gentlemen who were on their journey to Japan to see 
for themselves the progress of this neighbouring State, have 
been recalled by their King. They were members of a progressive 
party, and were coming to view impartially the improvements 
of which they had heard, with a view to give them a fair trial 





through ignorance of the language and characters. On this 
account fixed rules are being compiled with regard to these 
documents. 

This paper also states that during last March the exports 
and imports at Fusan, Korea, reached the sum of 400,000 yen. 
Trade never has been so brixk as this since the port was opened, 
the sum being uearly equal to the total tradal amounts of 1877 
or 78. Of this total the imports were valued at over 240,000 
yen. 

A vernacular journal, writes:—We learn from a letter 
dated 19th instant, that about ten thousand farmers in Kaito, 
and two other districts iu the province of Owari, went in a 
body to the Local Government office on the 18th inst. and 
besides lodging a petition, made a further demonstration of 
resistance by force to the alleged oppression of excessive rents. 
The authorities called upon the chief village officials, and 
policemen to quell the disturbers, but without success. 
Two of them have been taken into custody, but when this 
letter was written, the mass did not appear to be by any means 
amenable to control. 

At about 2 am. on the 22nd instant a fire broke out at 
Moto Karomoncho, Uyeno, Tokio. Favoured by a atrong 
breeze, the flames soon spread and were not extinguished until 
two hundred and thirty-one houses and six godowns were 
entirely destroyed. 

During last week the visitors to the National Exhibition were 
on the 17th (Sunday) 2,818; 18th 12,422; 19th 10,058; 20th 
10,375; 21st 6,524 ; 22nd 9,171 ; 23rd (Saturday) 18,734. 

The Akebono Shinbun says that the great majority of the 
miners in the Takashima colliery are insolent and insubordinate, 
and thnt it has been decided in consequence to dismiss most of 
them and engage Chinese workmen instead. 

The same paper states :—At about 4 p.m. on the 25th instant 
a fire broke out at Fukushima, Iwashiroproviuce. Four-fifths 
of the town was reduced to ashes, over 1,590 houses 
having been consumed, including the Saibansho, Police Station. 
and all the public buildings. The flames were not extinguished 
till 10 o’clock at night. 


‘IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
Tokio AND YoKoHamMa SECTION. 
Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunday, 
24th April, 1881. 








































in their own country. It appears, when the bigoted anti- —— — — ane aie 
: sve faction beard of thie jonriey havi bee ander- erchandise, &c............. ——— 4 116. 
taken, they were not less astonished than chagrined, and con- Total........... . Yen 15,635.41 
jured up all sorts of horrors for Korea in consequence, for Miles open 18. 

instance the introduction of such barbarities as telegraph wires, Corresponding week last year. 

civil rights, railways, constitutional law and other ill-advised Passengers, parcels, &c........... Ten 10,750.50 


schemes, which would bring speedy ruin upou the Kingdom Merchandise, JJ n 1,015.61 
of Korea. With such self-created terrors as these crowding 
upon their untutored minds they hastened to the capital, before 
the full complement of the pioneers had fairly started, and made 
their idiotic representations to the sovereign, urgently request- 


ing His Majesty to recall the travellers. Unfortunately they 





Total ............ Yen 11,766.11 


KroTo, KoBE axpb Oorsu SECTION. 


Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sunda 
19th April, 1881. — 








succeeded. The departure of such as had not already sailed moo. — sis 233 
was countermanded, and even those who had reached Nagasaki — 
were ordered to return immediately, and, in obedience to this _ Total.......... cccoree $ 30,007.44 
mandate, have actually sailed in the Chituse Maru. We sincerely 0 meee cow hin : 
hope th i : . rrespon wee year. 

ies ey may be able to make it hot at the capital for their Passengers, parcels, &c....-...... —— S 20,965.74 
anti-progressive opponents. Merchandise, &c..............00. ——— B148.31 

The Ifainichi Shinbun refers to the progress the Japanese are —— 

making in their settlement in Korea. They recognize the ad- Total........cecsseseeees $ 22,514.05 


vantage of holding deliberative meetings, in order to arrive at Miles open, 55. 

the best methods to pursue with regard to the internal economy! Statement of traffic receipts for the week ending Sanday, 
of the settlement, and therefore upon all matters of public] 24th April, 1881. 

importance meetings are regularly summoned. Some time Passengers, parcels, &c. .............. sreeeee OD 28,376.05 
since n meeting was held to deliberate upon the duc collection Merchandiee, &6. .......csccscccscsrsccsesseess 97 2,970.21 

of taxes levied for the repair of road-ways, at which some im- 








; Total @eeeeste enccocsces ROR 746.26 
portant resolutions were passed. The Chamber of Commerce, Miles open 58, o 
at the instance of the Consul, are making alterations and Corresponding week last year. 
amendments in the forms of promissory notes in transactions peer parcels, Fe. ...2....... WOM 23,685.14 
between settlers and natives. Formerly no such documents erchandise, SC. ......-roeeseseecssssecssseees n 1,855.43 
Were used in business transactions, but since a system of mutual Total 

é sesecvevereeees ROD 
credit now necessitates their use, numerous troubles have arisen Miles open 55, — 
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THE JAPANESE PRESS. 


‘ 
VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TO THE CHINESE 
MINISTER.* 





(Translated from the Choya Shinbun). 


66 EFORE addressing myself to the subject before me I 

B beg to offer a few wards of explanation. Whatever 
I may put forward is not made to represent the opinions or 
ideas of a people or of n cluss. It is not an address 
from Japan to China on the occasion. of the representative 
of the latter leaving this country—nor yet to His Excellency 
Ho-Ju-Chang as representative of China; but simply a few 
words from me, S. Suyehiro, a member of the Ko-a-kwai to 
Mr. Ho, another member of that society ; so that, although 
my address may bear in its train some reference to political 
affairs, yet I would ask you to bear in mind tbat this is but 
the outcome of free speech without any xttempt at subtle 
design. 

“Mr. Ho, many of the abuses we see around us are at- 
tributable to the iguoble spirit of ‘ envy ; * which is as far re- 
moved from the noble spirit of ‘emulation’ as can be pos- 
sibly imagiued. Much good invariably results from A ge- 
nerous spirit of emulation, and it iz capable of giving birth 
to a most salutary impulse, kuown as esprit du corps. No 
matter how jealous the rival merchants who travel in cara- 
vansaries over the trackless desert of Arabia; no matter 
how fierce the spirit of competition which may move them 
against-each other ; the moment robbers appear upon the 
sandy horizon such meaner feuds are obliterated, and 
jealous feelings disappear inn desire for mutual protection. 
Iu like manner the appearance of « few piratical junks iu 
the distant offing would soon assunge the mutual recrimina- 
tions of the venturous mariners whose interests were assailed ; 
so that, take it how you will, uo matter how strong those 
envious feelings which exercise the individuals of any par- 
ticular calling among themselves, yet they are always ready 
to make a united stand against an outward foe; and the 
same holds true of n province or of a country, ofa village 
or of acity. When the population of the world became 
so large that the people spread into many lands, thus con- 
stituting various nations, these minor forms of jealously which 
I have just portrayed, assuming the greater scale of mutual 
hostility of peoples, gave rise to war and oppression, and the 
many brawls and follies of which the histories of all natious 
give numerous instauces. In fact the histories, ancient and 
modern, of most vations seem nothing but the records of 
such deplorable instances of folly. Varied languages and 
customs suggest different laws and governments ; schemes 
of aggrandisemeut are the cause, and war and rancour the 
effect, and while such conditions exist, and certainly no 
pacific metamorphosis can be looked for in the immediate 
future, who can hope that the world will live in peace aud 
friendship ? 

“‘ Such being the condition of affairs, why can nations not 
benefit by the example of trades and villages, and learn for 
themselves that union is strength ? why not profit in ox- 
perience by the injuries inflicted upon others, and casting 
petty jealousies to the winds, save themselves by union, 
once for all, from the grand oppressors of the world ? 

“It is truly pitiful to look nround on the condition of the 
Orient at the present time. Asia, possessing the most 
ancient known forms of civilization, powerful aud wealthy 
ere other continents were discovered, is now despised by 
Enrope, its weaker nations vanquished by those warlike 
western tribes, and eveu its few still powerful ones overaw- 
ed and brow-beaten. 

‘Now I maintain thatit is perfectly possible for the East— 
by uuion simply—to leave no grounds for the fear of these 
western giants. In the days of the greatness of Greece 
and Rome, Europe had attained a far higher degree of 
advancement than she could subsequently boast. ‘Till two 
or three hundred years ago that continent was backward 
and unenlightened. On the other hand the knowledge of 
the East is ancient, and much that Caucasiaus possess has 
been borrowed from them. And yet in auy branches of 


science of the present day we cannot but admit their|< 


superiority. Some attribute this anomaly to climate but that 
is a great mistake. I huve yet to learn that the climate in 





“This address has been delivered by one of the staff of 
Shindun, at a meeting of the Ko-a-kwai (Asiatic Society), 
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which eastern civilization originated has transferred itself 
to the West, leaving us another which is incompatible 
with progress. Our ancestors were mighty under the same 
sun that burns upon us to-day, and yet there are people 
who attribute the inactive condition of Asia to its race aud 
climate. Although such au argument as this cannot be for a 
moment sustained, it nevertheless is true that such inacti- 
vily exists, and what we must arrive at is the cause. I 
have no hesitation in accounting for this condition by a few 
well defined causes. It is owing partly to mistaken policy, 
partly to a stagnation of knowledge, literary and scientific, 
and to the obstinate bigotry of its religiona, but principall 
to the elements of mutual distrust and jealousy whic 
prevail among Asiatic nations, This wretched condition 
was prevalent amongst the tribes of Europe until receutly 
and has only succumbed to that panaces for such diseased 
conditious—free intercourse between country and country, 
Even England and France, those fuvonred and neighbour- 
ing nations, separated only by a narrow strip of sea, were 
engaged in almost continual hostilities until—until in fact 
they got to know each other thoroughly. Since that time, 
since networks of railways and flotillas of steam-boats have 
facilitated communications, the old distrust has given way 
to respect ; interchange of ideas has discovered similarities 
of sentiment ; and discord has been replaced by friendship. 
The result is matual improvement and a united progress. 

“Now what are the conditions of international communica- 
tion in the East? Even between this country and yours it 
is but a scanty tradal exchange, apart altogether from 
mutual sociality or friendship. The commonplace and every- 
day occurrences of one country are unknown tothe other, and 
even cases of individual friendship are rare. Chinese news- 
papers give totally preverted views of the nctual state of 
things in Japan. Even high Chinese officials, noted for 
their diplomatic talent, know less of the internal structure 
of this empire than Europeans. I do not deny that we are 
liable to similar accusations on the part of the Chinese, aud 
with no inconsiderable show of truth. We too, though your 
neighbours, unfortunately know you not, and are dependent 
for our information on others as far removed from us in birth- 
place as in sympathy, and the consequence is that we both 
become amenable to the cumtempt of these far-distant but 
adventurous tribes. And so we remain, regarding each 
other with aversion and distrust, simply Lecause one couutry 
is ignorant of the qualities of its aaigutoar: though we are 
all aware that such a state of things is preposterous in itself 
and can ouly be the source of regret and discomfiture. 

“‘ We look then to the establishment of ‘the Ko-a-kwai as 
the first great step towards the Union of China aud Japan. 
You, Mr. Ho, have been long a resident in our country, and 
are well acquainted with the ideas and circumstances of its 
people. You now return to your native laud; and you 
carry with you our hope that, by enlightening the people of 
your great nation concerning us, the suspicions hereto- 
fore existiug among them may become a thing of the past, 
and may rather be turned against those who are naturally 
the enemies of us both. There is little hesitation in saying 
that Japan will endeavour to improve the friendship thus 
engendered; so that both these nations, uniting with other 
Oriental countries, may constitute at length a United Asia; 
and that the flag of the Dragon looking westward, and the 
banner of the Rising Sun floating calmly over the Pacific, 
may rest side by side as brightly and as peacefully us the 
cherry-blossoms which we seo in bloom around us.” 








NATIVE CURRENCY QUOTATIONS. 
(For Week Ending 29th April, 1881.) 
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
For WEEK BEGINNING Fripay, APRIL 22Nb, 188), 


Observatory of Daigaku, Moto-Fujicho. Hongo, Tokio, Japan. 
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Heavy line represents barometer. 


Light continuous line—max. & min. thermometers. 
....... KOPresents velocity of wind. 

——— — — percentage of humidity. 

Max. velocity of wind 30 miles per hour on Friday at 3 a.m. 


The barometer is reduced to the freezing point and to the level of April $6, British ship Lightning, Rowell, 1,636, from Philadelphis, 
to J. D. Carroll & Co. 


sea. 

The highest reading of the barometer for the week was 30-396 A 
inches on Saturday at 6 a.m. and the lowest was 29°81] on Thurs- 
day at 11 p.m. The highest temperature for the week was 72°.7 
on Wednesday and the lowest was 35° on Saturday. The maximum 
and minimum for the corresponding week of last year were 73°5 
and 40°.2 respectively. The total amount of rain for the week 
was 1-220 inches against a total of ‘861 inches for the corresponding 
week of last year. An examination of the diagram shows that the | Collins, Ricketts, 
week has beenone of marked change in the meteorological elements. 
has also in relation 


There has been a great increase in temperature and 
humidity. 
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CHURCH SERVICES. 


CHRIST CHURCH. 
Sunday Morning............... — —— ll a. 
»»  Evening....... 5.30 P.M. 


E. Cuampneys Irnwiné. M.A., 


The Parsonage, 101. 
UNION CHURCH, No. 167. 


4 Edwd. S. Greey, L. C. Forbes, R. H. W lie, Mra. R. C. Johnson, 
Sunday Morning..... AgAA. 1 A.M. Sega 
wey MORIN nna ES [ee PE cre tn 2 Ep ad net 
Rev. Loruee H. Goticx, Per Japanese steamer Kokonoye Maru from H wiki Kobe: 
| M.D., —From Kobe: Mr. and Mra. Janes Messrs. Beach "Rasch, Tet 
—— — — — —— Sazaki, Maicoshima, M Fakushima, Dr.Scheabe, Dr. Stanius, 





YOKOSUKA STEAMERS TIME TABLE. 


LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
Dalry :—8.30, and 9,45 a... ; 12.00, 1.30, and 4.15 pas, 


LEAVE YOKOSUKA. 
Datty:—6.45 and 9.30.01 ., aand 12.00; 1.30 and 4.00 p.m 
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CHESS PROBLEM, 
By N. D. NATHAN. 
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WHITE. 
White to play and mate {n 3 moves. 





SOLUTION Or CHESS PROBLEM OF APRIL 23RD, BY W. H.C. 
White. Black. 
1.—Q. to K. 6. 1.—P. takes Q. 
2.—R. to R. 8, ch. 2.—K. to Q. 2. 
3.—P. takes P. ch. mate. 


Correct solutions received from Omega, Q, and W.HS. 


SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 





INWARDS. 


AKKobe, ‘Made and General, to M. B. Co 
hthouse Departmen 
and General, to P. & O. Co 
rancisco, Mails and Gen 
ongkong vi& Kobe, Mails and General, to I. 
vid Suez, General, to Butterfield & Swire. 


Shanghai and ports, Mails and General, to M. 


Kerosene and General, 


PASSENGERS. 


Revd. and Mrs. Miller, Miss Jeffries, 
and Ams, in cabin ; 10 Chinese and 50 Ja — 


Bazing, W. MacGregor, A. Bellam 


— 


E. Sheppard, Dr. T. C. Dale, Lieut. J. H. Morris, Geo. 


Japanese in steerage. From Hongkong : 6 Chinese in 
er Japanese steamer Meiji Mare from Kobe :—25 Japanese, 
Per Japanese steamer Hiroshima Mare from and 


Harker, Mr. and Mrs. Shomu Mr. d Mrs. Tanese, ‘ 
Mrs. Kimura and 3 children, Mra. N, ik G 











ese steamer Shinagawa Maru, Walker, 908, from 
April 24, Japanese steamer Meiji Mara, Peters, 1,010, from Cruise, 
to Li t. 
April 24, British steamer Afalacea, Weighill, 1,079, from Hongkong, 
April American steamer Cit Pekin ; » 5,079, from San 
sf Novag onal PAS. B Uo, 
April 25, Japanese steamer Kolonoye Maru, ae 1,133, from 
April 26, British steamer Achilles, Anderson, 2,279, from London 
April 27, British barque Yarra, Schutt, 464, from Newcastle, Coals, 
to Walsh, Hall & Co. 
April 28, Japanese steamer Hiroshima Maru, ——— 1,870, from 


il 29, Japanese ue Kanagawa Maru, Spiegenthall, 1,184, from 
Nagenakl’ Coals ono —— 


Per British steamer Afalacca from Hongkong vid Nagasaki — 
easrs, i 

McDonald, Green, Gill, and Mr, and Mrs. Eiman 

Per Japanese steamer Shinagawa Maru from Kobe :—Mrs. Badge 


lll J cabin ; and 350 Japanese in steerage. 
Per American steamer City of Peking from San Francisco :-—Mr. 
T. H. Dickius, wife and child, Messrs.T. Blakiston, P. J. Joues, M. 
i 2 children 


»_ wife, 
servant, Lieut. Ackley and Mrs. Ack] : Mrs. and H. E. Reynell, 
Alexander Niooll, G. L. Montgomery, John Middleton, Geo: Haaafl 
ton, H. V. Love, Lieut. Comd. T. M. Greene, Mrs. J. G. Edwards, 
T. Hillyer, wife and 3 children, Miss A. P. Cash, Mre. MB. Tolan, 
eon and servant, E. W. Rice, Mr. and Mrs. H“H. Moore, Mrs. Leve, 
Mr. and Mrs, T. M. Ford, Lieut. Comd. C. H. Davis, J. Urgher, 


see 
Fajii, Hagewara, Masuda, Ikeda and Shi wa in cabin ; and 160 


—Mr. and Mra, A. Simons, Mr. and Mra. Dickson, Mr. and Mig 
Shervington, Mr. and Mra Bowen: Mrs. Smith and infant, oie 


500 


Bramwell, Apcar, Nelson, 
and 16 Japancse in cabin ; 2 
For Liver- 


Messrs, Elgar, Miller, Gines, Jacobs, 
McKenzic, Ranwell, Hagart, Dale, anc 
Europeans, 6 Chinese and 466 Japanese in steerage. 
pool: Mr. B. Palamountain in cabin. 
RSS 
OUTWARDS. 
April 23, Japanese steamer Kiuehin Maru. Davison, 690, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 24, Japanese steamer Zakachilu Maru. Nye, 1,406, for Kobe, 
ails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 23, British steamer Canton, Jaques, 1.095, for Kobe, general, 
despatched by W. M. Strachan & Co. 
April. 24, Japanese steamer Hingo Maru, Thomas, 896, for Kobe, 
Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 24, French steamer Janais, Reynier, 1,735, for Hongkong, 
ails and General, despatched by M. M. Co. : 
April 25, Japanese 3-masted schooner Atcajishima Maru, Crighton, 
$94, for Nagasaki, Ballast, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 26, American steamer City of Peking, Berry. 5,079, for Hong- 
ong. Mails and General, despatched by P. M. S. S. Co. 
April 27, Japanese steamer Genkai Maru, Conner, 1,917. for Shang- 
bai and ports, Mails and General, despatched by M. B. Co. 
April 27, German — Anna Dorathea, T. Jansen, 343, for 
ewchwang, Ballast, despatched by Kwong Man Tai. 
April 27, American schooner Diana, for Hunting Cruise. 
— — sloop Albatross, Comb. Errington, 894, tons, 4-guns, 
or ‘00. 
April 29, British ship Cilurnum, Beadle, 1,850, for San Francisco, 
General, despatched by Wilkin & Robison. 
* 30, British steamer Malacca, —— 1,709, for Hongkong, 
ils and General, despatched by P. & O. Co. 
April 30, British steamer Achilles, Anderson, 2,279, for London via 
goo Nagasaki & Hongkong, general, despatched by Butterfield 
wire 
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NEXT MAIL DUE FROM, 


— — — — — — — — — 








AMERICA 











AWENIGA ....................... ........ O. & O. Co. © May 11th? 
Europe, via HONGKONG .......... M. M. Co May 3rdl 
HONGKONG ........... F. & O. Co May 8th 
Honakona, via Kone................ M. B. Co. May 9th 
HONGKONG ............ ............... P. M. Co. May 23rd 
FIONGKONG 20.0.0... cece ccc eee eee ee ences O. & O. Co May 5th 
Suanaual, Hiowe & Nagasaki... M. B. Co. May th 

1.—Left Hongkong, April 25th, Afenzaleh. 

2.—Left San neisco, April 19th, Gaclic. 

NEXT MAIL LEAVES FOR, 

BME WICK: wicicsiieceassccsdiseess soooee] P. M. Cu. | May 25th 
BMERICK: ......................... wee] O. & O. Co. | May 12th 
Eurore, via HONGKONG ......... P. & O. Co. 
Eunorer, via Honakona ....... ..| M. M. Co. , May 8th 
HAKODATH ............................ M. B. Co. | 
HonGxona, via Kons ........... ..| M. B. Co. =| April 30th 
HONGKONG 2.0.02. 00... ccec ees eeeees 0. & O. Co. | May 10th 
HWONGKONG........... —————— P. M. Co. 
Suanatas, Mioao,& Naaasant..| M. B. Co. May 4th 


The arrival and departure. of mails by the ‘ Occidental aod 
Orieutal,” the ‘‘ Pacitic Mail," and the ‘‘ Peninsular aud Oriental" 
companies, are approximate only. 


VESSELS EXPECTED IN JAPAN. 


- — 
































— — F SAILED. 
PASSENGERS. — 

Per French steamer Tanais for eee :—Mr. and Mrs. Bay- ibis Samer wants — di 

lay, Mr. and Miss Preufsner, Messrs. H. Degron, Lange, Port, 
, Morris and servant, F. Bath, C. Foot and H. Padel. 

Per Japanese steamer Genkai Afaru for Shanghai and ports :—| Aug. 7] Philip Nelson Hampoure Yokohama 
Mr. and Mra. Hele and family, Mr. Yona, Mr. and Mrs. Murata, | Nov. 18} Pakhoi (s.s.) GLaseow Jap. via Mauila 
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Reynell, Mr. and Mrs. Ah Sung, Mr. and Mrs.| ,, 19] Ordovic ] OxDOK Yokohama 

i, Mrs. Kawamura, Messrs. A. Mileom, A Meyer, Captain »» 22] Malacca HAMBURu Yoko. & Hiogo 
Crewen, A. W. Rice, Love, F. J. Green, J. Ellerton, E. Ward, F.| Dec. 17] Marie ANTWERP ” ” 
A. Thompeon, C. Rasch, O. Reimers, Nicoll, Lea, F. A. Thompson,| », 24) Mora * ä 
and 16 Japanese in cabin. » 17) R. Robiuson New Yorx * a 

Per American steamer City of Pcking for Hongkong :—Messrs.|Jan. 27| Glamis Castle (s.s.) | Lonxpon »” ” 
R. A. Robertson and E. Carnelley. » 31; Huguenot CARDIFF — 

Per British steamer Malacca for Hongkong — —Leut. 31| Frank Carvil *” ” ” 
Norris, U.S.N., Messrs. E. H. Gill, Battelle, Laird, Erickson, J.| Feb. 12, Benjamin Sewell New York | — * 
Prestonjee, Masuda and Hourie in cabin ; 1 Chinese in steerage. » 15; M. L. Stone Lonpon . ” 

» 21) Teucer (s.s.) ä ” 
CARGOES. ” a ee — pad Yorx o 9 
Per French steamer Janais for Hongkong :— re sata dag “en J 
Silk for France... . ... - ... 134 bales. Pron — * 
London .. .. Shs. see, cee: ene” Dg 
Total... ... .0. sss see coe cee 153 Dales 
Per British steamer Afalacca from Hongkong vid Nagasaki and 
Sugar... ... ... see. (oad 1,502, 
Sundries from Hiogo we « 114 ,, 
Total ... ... 2. soe 00-2,087 pkgs. 
Per Japanese steamer Genkai Afaru for Shanghai and — LOADING — 
ea — joni ae 
Mare for Shang’ end gortss—| Dare. | Naneor vows. | ar fo 
Per British steamer Malacca for Hongkong vii Nagasaki : — 
J a ke Ae Bae. Mar. 11/ Escambia (6.8-) Lonvon Yoko. &/or Hiogo 
» oo» France... ce ee ace . 15 » 11) Kamtchatka (6.s.) ” | ” 
—— caine (s.8.) * = * 
oO coe eee eee ecco eee eee 31 ” ops (s.8.) 99 oe 
bales, » 11} Euphrates (s.s.) J * 
REPORTS. MF nl Ber +2 —— 
” t LIVERPOOL 

The American steamer City of Peking reports :—Sailed fro » LF arti f ” n 

Francisco April 2nd at 4.30 p.m. First part of voyage light — —— 0 


and latter part Westerly. Arrived at 7.30 a.m. 24th instant. 

The British ship Lightning reports :—Left Philadelphia December 
10th. Had baffling winds to the Equator, which was crossed in 
Long. 31°, 34 days ont; was60 days to Cape of Good Hope; 92 
days to south Cape of Tasmania; Equator in Pacific 117 days out. 
Weather in general fine. March 18th, off Norfolk Island, spoke the 
British barque Ordovic, 118 days from London for Japan. 


YOKOHAMA-TOKIO RAILWAY. 


DOWN TRAINS LEAVE SHINBASAI. 
AM. AM. AM. AML NOON. P.m. P.M. Pim. Pim. P.M. P.M. P.M. 
7.0 8.16 9.30 10.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 4305.45 7.0 8.15 9.30 1040 


UP TRAINS LEAVE YOKOHAMA. 
4M. AM. AM. AM, NOON. P.M. P.t. P.M. Pio. P.M. Pom. POM. 
70 815 9.30 10.45 12.0 2.0 3.15 4.30 6.45 7.0 8.16 9.30 10.40 
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LIGHTSHIP SIGNALS. 


‘hase —— — ‘signals made from the lightship to denote 
Merchant steamer:—A black ball, with the national tlag of the 

vessel below, at the yard arm, 

— ———— black diamond, with the company's tay below, 
Mau-of-war :—National dag of the vessel at the 
Sailing vessels :—For aship; Hay ( 

Pel on white ground) : brig, tlag D. (white ball ou blue ground) : 

sol * flag F. (white ball on red ground) all commercial code, 

with the vessel’s national flag below as soon as it can be made out. 





peak. 
B. (red): barque, tlay C. (red 
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SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 


VESSELS IN HARBOOR. 









































Name. Carraix. Frag ann Ric, Toxs. Fron. AUKIVERD. Consiexees. 
STEAMERS. 
Anderson British steamer 2,279 on vid Suez April 26 | Batterfield & Swi 
Hiroshima Maru Haswell Japanese steamer 1,870 | S hanghai & ports April 28 | M.B.Co. — 
ere e Maru — — — steamer toe ong vii F Kobe rey 235 | M. B. Co. 
eiji Maru eters apanese steamer | 1, pril 24 ighthouse t 
Guirand French steamer 1,502 Hongkong April 19 Mo. Co. — 
SAILING SHIPS. 
Auguste Reimers Thomsen German schooner 207 | Takao | April 23 | Edward Fischer & Co. 

y Bowen Pain British barque 892 | Newcastle April 12 | Mollison, Fraser & Co. 
Lightning Rowell British barque 1,636 | Philadelphia April 28 | J. D. Carroll & Co. 
Minatitlan J. Edwards British bri 219 | Takao April 17 | Chinese 
North Star Jansen Russian echooner 42 | Kurile Islands Nov. 16 | H. W. Hohnholz & Co. 
Yarra Schutt British barque 464 | Newcastle, N.S.W. April 27 | Walsh, Hall & Co. 

| 
VESSELS OF WAR IN PORT. 

Nan. Guns.| Tons. H. P. Desceterion, | Wiens Prom. CoMMANDER. 
ee — — Spe —— — — — —t — — —— — 
GERAIAN-Vineta. . . wee aoe coe] 19 | 2000 — — Corvette Kobe 

- AMERICAN—Palos ... 0... ces coe coe coef | 740 840 | Sloop Kobe Exrington 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
——— ————— — — — — — — een ———————————— —— 
DesTrinaTion, Name. : AGENTS. To Be DesPatcnen. 

pd ee a ee eae Cae ee Bo a pce ae 

New York .. vee sas ase ae Lord of the Isles | Smith, Baker & Co. Quick despatch 

Shanghai and way- ports. a ae ee Hiroshima Maru M. B. Co. May 4th, at 6 p.m. 

a gkong vid Kobe... ce ce cee veo Niigata Mara | MM. B. Co. : Mayl4 th, at 6 p.m. 
"FANCISCO 40. .. .. .. . tee tee Belgic O. & O. Co: Nay 12th 

San Francisco .. wes uae ase eel = City of Peking ' =P. M. Co. May ——— at daylight 

New York via a Suez Canal: ues cc. che. ae Glenartney | Jardine, Matheson & Co. About 25 

New Vork cis .. eae . ek ... .. ees Benarty Mourilyan, Heimann & Co. Early in May 
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T i i i i , leave quotations unchanged, although 
1'S.—Business contiuues in the same unsatisfactory state. We : 
—— eee ‘inl far between. Sellers would like to be moving, but buyers will only operate from hand to 


mouth. 


COTTON YARNS :— COTTON PIECE GOODS :—Continxed. 
cos. 1 i ieul $28.50 to 30.50 | Velvets:—Black ... ...35 yds.22 in. per piece $6.50 to 8.50 
Nos. 16 to 24, pe eae $31.00 to 32.23 Victoria Lawns... ...12°,, 42/3, +, 80.68 to 0.74 
Bumbay’No.20 do... so 32 to 30.00 | Taffachelass:— .. 12, 43 2 81.50 to 1.90 
Nos. 28 to 32,Common to Medium ... —,,_-—-=- $32.25 to 33.00 |WWoOOLLENS :— 


3) 38 4 — Best... ... ... ” — Sic Plain Orleans Se eee, eae Ee 40-42 yds. 32 in... 4.50 fe * 
oe eee tee eee ” d30. 


eee eee Figured Orleans eee eee eee 29-30 ”? 31 ge cee 3.50 to 4.25 
COTTON PIECE GOODS :— Lastings ... ... ... .. «- 29-80 ,, 31,, ...10.00 to 11.00 


ea” iece 284 yds. 39 in. $1.95 to 1.65] Italian Cloth ... ... ... ... 80 32 ,, ... 0.18 to 0.30 
Grey Shirtings -—7 Ib. eee Soin: $170 to2.15 | Camlet Corde... 2.) 12. 29-30 " 22. 7. 450 to 5.50 
. 9 Ib. ., 384 ,, 45 im. $2.05 to 2.40 | afousselines de Laines:—Crape 24 yds. 30 in.... 0.153 to 0.16} 
T. Cloths :—7 Ib. we. eee 24 yds. 32 in. per piece $1.35 to 1.55 do. Itajime 24 ,, 30,, ... 0.23 to 0.29 
Drills, English:—14-151b.40 ,, 30in. 5 ee — do. Vuzen 24 ,, 30,, ... 0.35 to 0.40 
— te 34 30 * $1.25 to 2.25 | Cloths, all wool plain or faucy... 48 in. to 52 in... 0.80 to 1.50 
Cotton Italians & Sateons ae A in, crag * rel ————— coe eee eee a ‘ ee " oe yn — —9 
wia: Bea: abe) ive eee 0. 

Peskey Dott 34 toad Ib. 24 et 30 in. . $1.55 to 1.70 Union eee «cee = ee toe 54 ” to 56 99 e080 0.30 to 0.50 
Do. 3lb.... ...24 ,, 30in.  ,, $1.70 to 1.80 | Blankets, green, itoGlbe. ... ... perlb. ... 0.85 to 0.37 


SUGAR.—The only arrival is the A. Reimers. Daring the weck thore have been no sales, buyers holding off. 
Stocks 123,000 piculs old and new. 


KEROSENE.—The Lightning iz in, and her cargo would augmented the Stock to 380,000 cases, but she is 
reported as taking somo of it on to Kobe. Quotations as below, varying according to quality and brand. 


Sayar :--Takaoin bag New... .... perpicul $4.20to422 | JapanRice ... ... ... .. «. ... perpicul $2.65 to 2.95 
Se Oa a Sa Japan Wheat ee ahaa 
Taiwaufoo in bay... ...  ... + $4.00 Kerosene Oil... 
Ching-pak and he-pak __... os $7.75 to $8.50 

China No. 4-5, Kongfan & Kook-fah... + $6.50 to $8.75 


case. $1.88 to 1.94 





EXPORTS. 


SILK.—We have again had a very quiet market for silk, total sales only amounting to about 140 shipping 
bales. The news from home is not encouraging, and as holders here will make no very imported concessione, business is 
atastandstill. Prices arc ton great extent nominal. Total shipments to date 20,378 bales. 


Quotations Hanks.—No. 2 .........sccseseeeees $530 = 17/1 Nominal. 
* oo S inufrs. ............ $500 to $530 = 16/2 to 16/6 
Filatures.—No. 1 .......00.sseee $670 to $680 = 27 to 2i/ll 
‘s — $635 to $645 = 20/6 to 20'10 
- - ——— $610 = 19'8 
Kakedas—Best ...............006 sine $650 = 21] 
* Medium & Good ...... $580 to $620 = 19/4 to 20/ 
Re-Reels Medium to Best...... ---$615 to $635 = 19/10 to 20/6 





TEA.—Three hundred piculs of old leaf have been purchased durin 
A few small lots of New Ten have been brought to market, but so far we 
absurdly high prices asked by holders. 


g the past week at about previous prices. 
don’t hear of any transactions, owing to the 


——— . tid ; * eve eee eee ove 

Good Common eee eee eee oe (Car ines eee ose ees tee eas ag. 
Medium... 3... c mre Nominal. | Choice tee eae ( Nominal. 
Good Medium ... — Choicest 


‘EXCHANGE AND BULLION. 


EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates have ruled somewhat higher duriug the week nud 4 B > 
placed at 3/10. Private Bills have still been scarce. Rates have dropped 4 at the close of tbe wail — 








Srentina—Bank 4 months’ sight ....................... 3/93 | On Snanauai—Bank sight............. 733 
* Bank Bills on demand . . . . . . . . . . . . .. eee 3/94 | i Private 10 days’ eight... Nees Stee 3 
Private 4 months’ sight .. 0... eee 3/10 | Ox New York—Bank Bills on demand... oi” 
* 6 * —— 3/104 - Private 30 days’ sight ie es 7 8 

UN PaRis—Bank sight ..... eeeeeees 4.76 | On San Fraxcisco—Bank Bills on demand ....... on 
” Private 6 months’ sight .................... 4.90 ~ Private 30 days’ sight... 92 

On Honexona—Bank sight 2.0.0.0... cece eee oe § ,/° disct. RiKGAT? occ * ai⸗s 
‘i Private tO days’ sight ............... 1 4;% disct. Gotp YEN ............. Maeght cue re Sieg —— 380 nom 








SHIPPING. 


SHIPPING.—Vessels on the berth :—S. S. Lord of the Isles, Glenartn 


—— * eee. ce cy and DBenarty for New York ; 
S. = Glamis Castle, for Hongkong. ‘The Lightning is reported as going to Kobe ; Lady Been oe Aaa rhe ait 
not fixed. 
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~ Just Landed. 


In splendid condition. 











NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
STAFF LIGHT AT BENTEXSIMA, KEMORO. 


NOtrcE is hereby given that a telegram having been 

received here from the lightkeepers at BENTEN- 
SIMA, NEMORO, to the effect that they can not exhibit 
light on account of the gear being frozen, this light will 
not be exhibited until further notice. 


BY ORDER. 


BASS’ Pale ALE, 


In Hogsheads and Kilderkins, 








BASS’ xxx stout. 


In Kilderkins. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & CO. 


— — 


Lighthouse Establishment, 
Benten, Yokohama, 
27th April, 1881. 


NOTICE. 


Reger: UNDERSIGNED will tane Pianos from the Ist 
January, 1881, at the following rates :— 


In Yorouama. 


And to close Consignments, 


PRIOR TO REMOVING TO NEW PREMISES, 


Single tuning - - - - - ~ $ 5.00 
' Annual , ---+-+.. 30.00 
Ind. Coope’s Pale Ale, —— 
Per Cask of 4 dozen Quarts......... $7. Single tuning - - - - - - $ 7.00 
Annual , ------ 40.00 
Lessons gi the Flute, Violin, English 
Blood Wolfe’s Stout, Guba 
PIANOS AND HARMONIUMS REPAIRED. 
Per Case of 6 dozen Pints ........ccceeccceee $9. C. WAGNER, 
No. 220¢ Bluff 


Yokobama, December 22nd, 1880. 
KEATINCG'S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 


KEATINGC’S POWDER. 
KEATING’S POWDER. 


KILLS BUCS, 
FLEAS, 
MOTHS, 
BEETLES, 
THIS POWDER is quite HARMLESS 
to ANIMAL LIFE, bat is unrivalled in pat ee gt 
Mea ig BE Ra 
kk — fleas in their dogs, as also ladies for 
\ their pet dogs. 
THIS ARTICLE has found so GREAT 
a SALE that it’ has tempted others to vend a so-called 
article in imitation. The PUBLIC are CAUTIONED that 
the tins of the genuine powder bear the autograph of 
THOMAS KEATING. Sold in Bottles. 


KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 
KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 








Lane, Crawford & Co. 


Yokohama, 28th April, 1881. 


HORD & Co.,_ 
GENERAL 


COMMISSION MERCHANTS, 
Forwarding Agents. 


No. 5, WATER STREET. 
Yokohama, April 18th, 1881. 


ADOLPHUS SINGTON & CO., 


5, St. PETER’S SQUARE, 





| MANCHESTER, KEATINC’S WORM TABLETS. 
BNGILAND. |KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
CONTRACTORS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, AND KEATING’S WORM TABLETS. 
EXPORTERS A PURELY snbinga nest asreeable method of administering the 


i ‘ESTIN S. It 
only certain remedy for INTESTINAL or THREAD WORM 
is —— safe aud mili preparation, and is adapted 


for Children. Sold in Bottles, by all D 
Proprietor—THOMAS KEATING, London. 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


MACHINERY. 
May 4, 1878, 


Google 
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— — — — — — — 


ISCELLANEOVsS. 





ENDERS ARE INVITED for the erection 


of a 


POLICE COURT 


at the British Consulate, Yokohama. 
Plans and Specifications may be seen, and form of Tender 


obtained at the Rogistry of the Court. 
Tenders will be received up to the 11th day of May next, 


but no Tender will necessarily be accepted. 
BY ORDER. 
Yokohama, April 29th, 1881. 


— — — — — 


—— — e rer — 


SARGENT, FARSARI & CO, 


No. 80, Main Street. 





HA“ just received a supply (both hand and foot power) 
of the 


New Remington Sewing Machines. 


These Machines, in their present perfected form, are Stronger, 
More Reliable and do a greater range of work than auy other 
machine made. 

Intending purchasers can have a machine on trial a few 
days free of charge, aud will, if necessary, be fully instructed 
relntive to its use and management. 


Prices 20 to 25 per cent below Manufacturer's. 
PLEASE SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE Price Lists. 


Needles for a cariety of different Machines. 


Machine Oil of the best auality. 


“MHE LITTLE JEWEL,” « Pendulum Clock that 
keeps good time, is only three inches in height, very 
handsome in appearnnee, aud is sold for ouly $2.50. 


HAVANA CIGARS of very fino quality at $4.50 to 
$9.00 per 100. 


Yokohama, April 18th, 1881. 








NOTICE. 


HE OFFICE for the control of MARINE matters 

is at present situated in the buildings of the 

NAIMUSHO, instead of at the GENERAL POST 
OFFICE. 





BY ORDER. 
Shomu Kioku, 


Tokio, April 22nd, 1881. 
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List. OF LicHTHouses, Ee. OF JAPA 


FOR 
t1sseil. 


CY be obtained (price 40 sen) at the following :— 





LIGHTHOUSE ESTABLISHMENT, (Benten) 
Yokouama. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co., 


” 


a — Honoxoxo. 
v ” SHanGaal. 
E. C. KIRBY & Ca., Kose. 


Yokohama, April 12th, 1881. 









MARINERS. 
HIKU FLAT BUOY. 
Westward entrance of Shimonoseki 
Straits. 

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the BUOY 


advertised as having broken adrift from its moor- 
ings on the 25th Jauuary, 1881, has boen replaced. 
‘BY ‘ORDER. 
Lighthouse Establishment, 
Benten, Yokohama, 
8th April, 1881. 


NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


LANE, CRAWFORD & Co., beg to inform their 


numerous friends and customers that their 


BAKERY BUSINESS 


will, on and from the 11th instant, be carried on at 


No. 87, 


(formerly Messrs. Nownoser & Co.'s bakey) 


Where all orders for 


BREAD, BISCUITS, CAKES, &c., 


will be promptly attended to. 
Yokohama, April 8th, 1881. 
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——— ~~ INSURANCE. 
; The Staffordshire 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


LIMITED. 


N consequence of the extension of this Company's 
| business, by an increased capital and the formation of 
a London Directorate, the business will, from this date, be 
carried on under the title of 


THE 
London and Staffordshire Fire 
Insurance Company (Limited.) 


The undersigned having been appointed Agent for this 
Company under full Power of Attorney, is prepared to 
sssue POLICIES AT’ CURRENT RATES on property 


in Yokohama and Tokio. 
All Policies and other Contracts entered into by the 
“ Staffordshire” will be maintained iu force and held good 


by the 


“London and Staffordshire ” 


W. J. S. SHAND, 
General Agent for Japan. 


Yokohama, 7th September 1880. 


NORTHERN ASSURANCE 
COMPANY. 


FIRE AND LIFE. 


Dia UNDERSIGNED, on behalf of this Company, 
are prepared to accept FIRE RISKS on First-crass 


Gopowns and Bonpzep Waresousss, at 1} per cent, and 
LIFE RISKS on Home ‘Teums, and settle all claims 


thereon. 
W. M. STRACHAN & Co. 
Yokobama, January 6th, 188]. 


SUN FIRE OFFICE. 


hae UNDERSIGNED are prepared to accept RISKS 
AGAINST FIRE for periods 


Not exceeding Ten days at... .ccceccescrecceoes 1/8tb, 
Four days @t.co....-ccsceescceees 1/16th, 





April 30, 1881. 








——— ooo 
INSURANCE. 
















-——_ 
—-— ee — 


YANGTSZE INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


Capital—fully paid up - - - - Tis. 420,000 
7 t Heserve - - - - - ,, 230,000 
Special Reserve Fund - - - - ,, 263,000 


nota ,Gepts nd, same | mo. 
DIREC1 ORS. 
F. B. FORBES, Esq., Chairman. 
M. W. BOYD, Ese. | Wau. MEYERINK, Eso. 
F. D. HITCH, Ese. | J. H. PINCKVOSS, Ese. 
Heap Orrice—SHANGHAL 
Messrs. RUSSELL & Co., Secretaries. 
Lonpon BrancnH: 
Messrs. BARING BROTHERS & Co., Bankets. 
RICHARD BLACKWELL, Eso.,—Agent. 
; 68/69, Cornhill, R.O. 


Mplict 2 granted on Marine Risks t all parts of the 








Swbject to a charge of 12 per cent. for imferest on 
Shereholders' Capital, aL ran } Prorits — —** 
weitinc Business are annually distributed among ALL 
Co¥ZRIBUTORS OF Brsritess, (whether Shareholders or 
not); in proportion to the premia paid by them. 
WALSH HALL & Co., 
Yokohatid, 16th July, 1880. —— * 
ee ee 
Royal Exchange Assurance 
Corporation. 


ESTABLISHED 1720. 
MARINE DEPARTMENT, 


rue UNDERSIGNED are prepared to accept Risks 
at the undermentioned rates less 15 per cent discount }- 


Sitx tp London, Marseilles or an Italian Port... 12 per cent 
„„ New York via San Franciscoand Raill __,, 


Tra to New York w.a. via San Francisco and 
Rail eeceeeee @CSOS SS eoeees COCCS @ eeeees eeoeeee eoeeee ” 








99 3”? 


of the annual rate. 
WILKIN & ROBISON, 


Other rates in proportion. Agents. 
Claims settled on outward Policies. 
Policies issued payable in the United States. 
CORNES CO., 
Agents for Japan. 


Yokobama, June 24, 1879 
Guardian Fire and Life 
Assurance Company. 


Bon DON. 
ESTABLISHED 1821. 


Yokohama, January 4th, 1881, 


Scottish Imperial Fire 
Insurance Company. 


REDUCTION OF PREMIUMS. 


— — 





Total Invested Funds.....£3,000,000 
Total Annual Income......£ 400,000 





TH ‘Undersigned having been appointed Agents 
— at Yokobama are prepared to Issue Policies 
AGAINST FIRE, on the usual Terms. 

Concurrent Insurances require endorsement on the 
Policies. of this Company .only when specially called for 


by the Agents. 
SMITH, BAKER & Co. 
Yokohama, October 27. 1878. 


HE undersigned sre authorized to accept riske on 
FIRST-CLASS GODOWNS and their contents, 
at the reduced rate of 1} per cent less 20 per cent. dis- 


count. 
C. ILLIES & Co., 


Agent. 
Yokohama, January Sth, 1881. 
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CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 


CELEBRATED OILMEN’S STORES. 


Wine Prise Medals, Paris, Vienna and Philadelphia. 


PICKLES AND SAUCES, 


TART FRUITS, DESSERT FRUITS, 
PURE SALAD OIL, 
MUSTARD, VINEGAR, 

POTTED MEATS AND FISH, 
FRESH SALMON AND HERRINGS, 
HERRINGS A LA SARDINE, 
YARMOUTH BLOATERS, 
BLACKWALL WHITEBAIT, 
PREPARED SOUPS, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED VEGETABLES, 
HAMS AND BACON, IN TINS, 
PRESERVED CHRESE, 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGES, 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGES, 
YORESHIRE GAME AND PORK PIES, 
TONGUES, GAME, POULTRY, 
PLUM PUDDINGS, 

LEA AND PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE. 


Fresh supplies of the above, and numerous other table 
delicacies, may be had from most StoreReepers. 


CAUTION. 


To prevent the fraud of refilling the bottles or jars 
they should invariably be destroyed when empty. 


Goods should always be examined upon delivery, to 
detect any attempt at substitution of articles of inferior 
brands. 


All genuine goods bear the names of Crosse ; Blaskwell 
on the Labels, Corks and Capsules of the Bottles, 
Jars and Tine. 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. 


July, 1878. 

F 
eee GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
jor GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
J GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 
A eae GILLOTT’S STEEL PENS. 


April, 1880. 
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A}. & E. ATKINSON? 
PERFUMERY, 


S eslobrated tary past, te of the very best English 
— ——— oe tn purity ad great exealianes it hes : 
obtained the following 

EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDALS, 


I LONDON, 1862. PARIS, 1657. CORDOVA, 1873. LIMA, 1872, V 
VIENNA, 1873. ?11! LADELP 1876. 


1 GOLD MEDAL PARIS, 1878. 


H ATKINSON’S CHOICE PERFUMES FOR 


: THE HANDKERCHIEF. 
—— ——————— 
i Arxuusodnꝰs FLORIDA WATER, 
DM @ most fregran’ Perfume distilled from the choicest 
I ATKINSON’S QUININE HAIR LOTION 


: Wash which the skin toa 
8 very refreshing We whieh sth peg ad bealthy - 


ATKINSON’S 
ETHEREAL ESSENCE, OF LAVENDER 


@ powertal Perfame 


J- & BE. ATEHEINSON, 
24, OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W. 


PRICE LIST FREE ON 4PPLICATION, 


* val oa and oe bent Y otig thet each artiste 1 
: Wark, a" Rose" cas V 


Ld 7 


PROVIDENT CLERKS 
MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


Gold. NOTICE. 


Medal. f Ise UNDERSIGNED, having been appointed Aczst 
of the above Association, is prepared to receive 
Paris, | Proposals for LIFE ASSURANCE at. 


HOME RATES. 
a w. J. S. SHAND, 
Asent. 





1878. 


Yokohama, April 19th , 1881. 








TRADE 


CAMOMILE PILLS are confidently recommended as a simple Remedy for indigestion, which is 
the cause of nearly all the diseases to which we are subject, being a medicine so uniformly grateful 
and beneficial, that it is with justice called the ** Natural Strengthener of the Human Stomach. 

“ Norton’s Pills” act as a powerful tonic and gentle aperient ; are mild in their operation, safe 
ander any circumstances, and thousands of persons can now bear testimony to the benefits to be 
derived from their use, as they have been a never-failing Family Friend for upwards of 4Ab years. 
Sold in Bottles at 1s. 1}d., 28.94, and 11s. each, by all Medicine Vendors throughout the World. 


CAUTION. 
Be sure and ask for“ NORTON’S PILLS,” and do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation. 





November 11th, 1878. 
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E. P & W. BALDWIN, 
WILDEN WORKS. 
STOURPORT ENGLAND. 


ELLWOOpD’s |ISHEET IRON, 


PATENT AIR CHAMBER 


HATS AND HELMETS — ———— 


THE ONLY EFFECTUAL PROTECTION ——— 


AGAINST SUN STROKE. TIN PLATES 5 


TRADE MARE. 








To be obtained ofall respectable Hatters and Outfitters 66 1J 
and Wholesale only of BRANDED FP 4 INB™ ‘‘witpeN,” “UNICORN,” 
6 
J, ELLWOOD & SONS, “ARLEY og." “STOUR.” 
Lu Oo IN D oO IN ⸗ Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Sheet Iron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, 
Beware of Useless Imitations. — et Sane: 
**Hiauest Awarp & Prize Mepa. PHILADELPHIA Export Agents— 


EXHIBITION, 1876.” 


Brooker, Dore & Co.,2, Rood Lane. London, E.C° 
April, 1880. 





— EXPRES ror THe Pareny Kurrs- 

CLEANING —— Ixnptia Russex axp Burr 

Leatuen Kuyire Boagps. KNIVES CONSTANTLY 

CLEANED WITH IT HAVE A BRILLIANT POLISH EQUAL 

TO MAW CUTLERY. PACKETS 3D. EACH; AMD TIM, 
6p., 1/-, 2/6 amp 4/- RACH. 





ATHING 
Re | 





Paavaxt FRICTION “1M To 
THE KNIFE. Oaxey's Wasccnaren "Rion Posten 
— BE USED WITH His Boarps. 

a 


FFICULT 


STHMA, 








28 
3 
38 
4 8 
J 
*4 
2h: 
2 £2 
375 
) € 
ee @ ae ee = BE 
NON-MERCURIAL] : —— me 
ate eiane Geka eee — =i _— a) § 
a‘ ey Li | tL Ba 
—— fe 
<= < <x E .3 
| —2 — 2 eZ 
ome Ty be 
HN Y&S ONS * - s 823 
Jo — SNS <= — & ) 3 yh 
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MISCELLANEOUS. _ ‘MISCELLANEOUS. 
A H J aA oxcxoxo AXD SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORA. 
NOW. ANDYSIDE & Co. Parp-ue CaPITAL — we eee $5,000,000. 
Limited. Reserve Fonp... &..._ ... $1,800,000. - - 


Head Office: HONGKONG. 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Chairman—A.Ex. McIver, Esq. 
‘Deputy Chairman—H. L. DALRYMPLE Eaq., 

Adolf André . E. R. Belilios, Eeq., H. de C. Forbes, Eaq: 
H. Hoppius, .. Hon. W. ——— F. D. Sassoon, — 
W. 8. Young, Eeq., 

Chief Aſanager -Tuos Jackson, Esq. 


$2, Walbrook, London, 


BRITANN[A [RON WORKS, DEBBY 
Manufacture all kinds of 


IRONWORK, 


Structural & Ornamental. 





; LONDON COMMITTEE, 
BRIDGES of every description. Girder Bridges. Arch A. H. Phillpots, Esq., 
Bridges. Suspension Bridges. ,- , %& ¥. Duncanson, ‘ 
Albert Deacon, 


eg ° 
, Od +» — 
Manager—Davip McLxan, Esq. 


A H. & Oo. make every year for Foreign Countries some ) } 
° Bankers—LONDON AND COUNTY BANK. 


thousands of Tons of Bridges. 
LANDING-PIERS AND JETTIES. 
ROOFS AND BUILDINGS. MARKETS 
Illustrated Catalogue (A) free on Application. 
ORNAMENTAL IRONWORK, ETC. 
See Large New Ilustrated Catalogues (B. & C.) 
csigns. 





. SHANGHAI: 
Manager—Ewsn Cameron, Eaq. 


BRANCHES AND AGENCIES. ' 
New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Foochow, Shanghai, Hiogo 
Hankow, Saigon, Amoy, Sgn Francisco, Manila, Singapore. 


' YOKOHAMA BRANC 


: H. | 
with 1,300 d Interest allowed on Current Acounts at 2 o/o on Daily balances. 

Railings. Batoony Panels. Columns. Column Capitals. On Fixed Deposits, for 12 months, at 5 0/0 

Gates. Street Posts. . Brackets. Gratings. ee 99 99 99 9 a. 
Lamp-pillars, Lamp-brackets. | Windows. Casenients. 2998 » i 

Balusters. Nqwels.. Fountains. Drinking Fountains. Local Bitts D1scounrEp. 

Crestings. Térmipals. | Vases. Pedestals. _ Credits granted on approved Securities, and every description 

 ': Oonservatoties. Band-Stands. of Banking and Ex business transacted. 


t 
1 Drafts granted on the Chief Commercial places in Europe, 
India, Australia, America, China and Japan,, and Ciroular Notes 
issued for the use of Travellers. 


Yokohama, 26th February, 1881. 


The “Sapa Filuil,” 


A Daily, Weekly, and Fortnightly Journal, 


ESTABLISHED, 1865. 


SMITHS HEARTHS & PORTABLE FORGES 
12 Shapes and Sizes. 
Catalogue (D) free on Application. 
Andw. ,Handyside & Co., Limited, 
LONDON. 


JOHN WALTER, Manager. 
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THE GREATEST 
WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 
Punsons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions will dis- 
cover that by the uso of this wonderfal medicine there is “ Health 


forall.” The blood isthe fountain of life, and its purity can be 
maintained by the use of these Pills. F 
_ 8m SAMUEL BAKER, 
in his work entitled ‘The Nile Tributaries in Abyesinis,”” says, ‘I 
« ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the Fakey that I was a 
“ Doctor, and that I bad the best medicines at the service of the 
“sick, with advice gratis. Ina short time I had many applicante, 
“to whom.I served out a quantity of Holloway’s Pills. ese are | 
_ 4 most usefal to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable purgative 
« properties they create an ndeutable effect upon the patient, which 
* satisfies him of their value.” | 


SIMPLE, SAFE AND CERTAIN! 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
WEEKLY -Eprrion.. The ‘‘Japan Weekly Mail,” a Weekly Review 
of Japanese Commerce, Politics, Literature and Art :—Per 
. annum, $24: Six months, $13 : Three months, $7. 
FoutxicHtLy Edition, being a Summary of the foregoing, is pab- 
lished for transmission by the. American Steamers #6 
San Francisco. Per annum, $12; Six months, $7; Three 
months, $4. - 


' 
Tue JaraN Datty Mat ie published every morning (Sundsys ¢7 
cepted) and contains the Arrivals and Departures of all 
Shipping, Passenger liste, Cargoes, Vessels on the Berth and 
in Harbour &o., &c. Also the latest Telegrams. Japanese? 
news, Reports of Trials in the Courts of Law, Meetings of 
public bodies, and all matters of interest to the Community. 
Special attention is called to this Journal as a medium for 
, circulating local advertisements. It has a large and con- 
stantly increasing circulation, its low price bringing it within 
the means of classes of the community. It therefore 
affords exceptional ar hbgbeges, test haniin and secures to all 
. angeugcemonts the utmost publicity, the object aimed at by 
advertisers. 
SUBSCRIPTION PER MONTH-—ONE DOLLAR. 


AGENTS OF THE PAPER. 








ik, LONDON. ....cccccescesscsees G. Street, 30, Cornhill. 

Is a certain remedy for bad loge, bad breasts, aud ulcerations of all a Bates, Hendy, & Co., 4, Old Jewry. 

kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, caring skin NEW YORK. ........ccces0- A. Wind, 133, Nassau Street. 

dieesees, and in arresting and subduing sil inflammations. SAN FRANCISCO.......... White & Bauer, 413, Washington Street. 
Mz. J.T. COOPER, — ———— . Kelly & Co. ; 

in his acount of his extrsordinary travels in, China, published * — —XRX ns rare ta Trading Co. 

1871, saye—'* I had with me a quantity of Holloway’s Ointment. ĩ NAGASAKL..........ccc0-+- J 

i — — NAGASAXI.................. China & Japan Trading Co. 


Who are authorized to receive Subscriptions and Advertisements 


“and, in consequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed pourod | ¢,, tog, papers 


“in upon us, antil at last a tea-spoonful of Ointincat was worth s 
¢ fowl] and any quantity of pese, and the demand became so great 
¢ that I was obliged to lock up the emall remaining stock’’ 
Bold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors throughout the World 
May 17th, 1878. tf, 
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ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICAN MAIL. 





London, April 1st—In the House of Cummons Gladstone 
said: “I cannot give you positive information as to whether 
Englacd will be represented at the Conference.” ; 

The Tinies, commenting on instructions to the Austrian 
representatives, says: The statement is much less decided in 
tone than the promoters of the Conference had led the people 
toexpect. If Austria's leaning to bi-metalism is only to be 
displayed in the event of England agreeing to the bi-metalic 
proposition, it is evident that the Austrian tendency to bi- 
metalism will not count for much. The prospect of the 
Conference haviug any result depends not upon the chance of 
an international agreement to adopt bi-metalism, which is out 
of the question, but upon the willingness of the United States 
and the countries of the Latin Union to adopt it themselves for 
a term of years, and be content with theeagugement toGermany 
not to sell any silver for that period,aud by England, to maintain 
the silver standard in India. On these fines the arrangement 
seems possible. The belief prevails in this city that such an 
arrangement can be made, but the hesitation of Austria is proof 
of the difficulties in the way of the project for universal bi- 
metalism. The instructions to the Austrian representatives 
' were to take a neutral standpoint, but with a slight inclination 

toward bi-metalism. This tendency, however, is to be shown 
only in case Germany and England incline to the same view. 
ndon, April lst.—The Attorney-General explains that 
nobody has been forcibly ejected from the office of the Freiheit. 
The police, he says, when making au arrest on a criminal 
charge are authorized to take possession of all documents and 
property from which evidence might be reasonably expected. 
The office was merely locked for the protection of its contents. 

Bucharest, April 1st.—The investigation of .the disturbances 
at Jassy resulted in the suspension of three professors sus- 
pected of Nihilism and the expulsion of several students. 

Paris, April 1st—The Chamber of Deputies has voted 
rapes Ad francs to indemnify the sufferers by the coup d'etat 
in 1851. : 

The Budget Committee adopted import duties of fifteen 
franca for oxen, eight francs for cows, three francs for swine, 
and francs one and a half for sheep. 

Vienna, April 1st.—The principal organs of the press publish 
articles entirely unfavorable to the scheme for an international 
proscription against political refugees. 

London, April Ist.—A despatch from Athens says that 
Premier Conmoundourons will telegraph to the Greek agents 
in Europe that Greece cannot accept the Porte's proposals. 

London, April 1st.—Tbe plague is diminishing in Nedjeff, 
but has appeared ut Maragala, in Northern Persia. 

London, April 1st.—Specials from Transvaal state that no 
Official news has been received of the engagement at Pretoria. 

Paris, March 31st.—The Lanterne publishes this morning a 
telegram from St. Petersburg, stating that a violent quarrel 
has broken out in the Imperial family, in consequence of which 
Grand Duke Constantine, who is strongly suspected of Nihi- 
lism, is about to resign the Grand Admiralty and Minister of 
Marine. Immediately after the departure of the foreign Princes 
from St. Petersburg measures of extreme severity are to be 
taken against the Nihilista. ; 

London, March 31st.—Herr Most, of the Freiheit, has been 
indicted at the Bow-street Police Court for publishing a libel 
concerning the late Czar, and urgivg people to commit murder 
outside Her Majesty’s dominious. 

London, March 3lst.—Poland, in opening the case against 
Most, said there was no wish to interfere with the freedom of 
the press, and that Most liad the right to publish anything a 
British subject might publish. He then read the article in 
the Freiheit of the 10th of March. 

Some persons applauded the passage lauding the murder of 
the Czar, and were ejected. 

Poland pointed out that the article contained a direct incen- 
tive to murder the Emperor of Germany, who was described 
as an crewhile grapeshot Prince of Prussia, and added that the 
Act provided that persons inciting to murder were guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and liable to penal servitude for a maximum of 
ten or minimum term of three years, or two years’ imprison- 
ment with hard labor. It would be a scandal to justice if the 
Act was not enforced avainst all persons connected with the 
publication of such articles. The editor of the Freiheit owned 
the authorship of the article, and said he expected prosecution. 

Berlin, March 31st—The Ultramontanes will support the 
Government's proposal restrictirg the freedom of asylum en- 
Joyed by political refugees. 

Lisbon, March 31st.—Public opinion, which has taken up 
the cause of the independence of the Transvaal, demands fresh 
negotiations, ‘Chis would postpone the question indefinitely. 

Newcastle, Natul, March 31st—Boer messengers state that 
after the surrender of Potohefstroom, the victors reinforced the 
beseigers of Prectoria: A joint force, with two captured guns, 
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| repulsed the sortie by the Pretoria garrison, and drove them 
| into the fort, inflictiug considerable loss. 


On the way to Pretoria through Heiderberg, General Wood 
will interview the Boer leaders and arrange for the punishment 
to Elliot's murderers. 

St. Petersburg, March 31st.—A ukase has been promulgated, 
ordering, with the view of restoration of complete security in 
the cupital, the creation of a tem Council, charged ta 
nasist the Commandant of the City Council. The Council 
will consist of a member for each of the 228 city districts, 
to be elected by the vote of all landlords and independent 
tenants. It is understood that the Council will decide by 
a majority vote on all measures submitted by the Commandant, 
and the decisions of the majority will be executed ou receiving 
the Emperor's sanction. Voters will be eligible as candidates, 
The Commandant fixed the time of elections this afternoon, 
The fund for carrying out this measure will be provided from 
the Imperial Treasury. . 

The Agence Russe eays the measure is of a scheme for 
the whole Empire, projected by the late E 

London, March 3lst—In the House of Commons, Sir 
William Harcourt, replying to questiuns, read extracts from an 
obnoxious article in the Freikeit, and pointed out its revolting 
character. He said its attacks included every one—even the 
President of the United States. The Government thought it 
would be a grave error from a domestic, as well as an internal 
point of view, to ignore the article. It was a domestic crime 
and a breach of public morality, to incite murder. No —— 
ment would do its duty if it allowed a refuge in a free State to 
be converted into a hot-bed of incitement to assassination. The 
Government acted on its own accord, and was not instigated 
by foreign powers. 

London, March 3let.—The President of the Board of Trade, 
replying to a questicn relative to the possibility, of the im- 
portation of disease through the medium of lard used iu manu- 
facturing butterine, stated that the Government had no 
evidence to show that butterine or similar compounds could 
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predecessor's views relative to the desirability o 
amount to which silver shall be a legal tender in the 
Indies to 40 shillings, as at home; but, owing to erroneous 
ideas current in the West Indies, it is difficult to move in the 
matter as quickly as desirable. 


St. Petersburg, March 31st.—The House occupied by Rous- 
sakoff's family at Vintegri is guarded by police to prevent the 
ussak several 


populace from destroyiug it. offs father has 
times attempted suicide. 

Copenhagen, March 3lst.—Prinoess Caroline, widow of the 
hereditary Prince Ferdinand, is dead. 


London, March 31st.—The Court of Appeals has sustained 
the decision of the Queen’s Bench in Bradlaugh’s case, to the 
effect that the affirmation in Commons cannot be taken instead 


of an oath as in Courts of Law. Bradlaugh will a to the 
House of Lords. ppea 


Berlin, March 3lst.—At the second conference of members, all 
Parliamentary Groups were present except the Social De- 
mocrats, over which Count Stoliberg Weinegerode presided. 
The motion made by Windhorst was approved, requesting 
Bismarck to endeavor to conclude an agreement with the Powers 
to undertake to impose penalties upon their own subjects and 
foreigners residing their countries, for assassinating or attemp- 
ting to assassinate the heads of State and for all public incite- 
ment to assassination, and that any foreigner guilty of aseass- 
ination or attempt to assassinate shall, op demand, be delivered - 
up to the Government of his native country. 

A motion will be submitted to the Reichstag immediately. 

Treischke sent a challenge to Lowe to account for a statement 
in the Reichstag that Treitechke supported the tobacco monopo- 
ly against his conviction. 

Lowe designated a representative. 

; Basch has been appointed Under Secretary of Foreign Af- 
airs. 

Moscow, March 3lst—The Czar has commanded General 
Melikoff to express his regret to the Polish deputation that on 
the occasion of the General's reception of depatations he did 
not address the representative of Poland. 

Berlin, March 3lst.—The Powers jointly agree to declare to 
the Greek Ministry their firm resolution not to intervene if the 
compromise is rejected. 

Athens, March 31st—The Porte’s offer is regarded as a mere 
juggle, and accordingly the battalions in every part of the 
Kingdom have been ordered to prepare to ares to the fron- 
tier. 

London, March 31st.—Beasonsfield is somewhat easier. His 
Private Secretary has been telegraphed to return from Algiers. 

London, March 3lgt.—Beacousfield is no worse. 

London, April 1Ist—1 am.—Beaconsfield’s condition is con- 
siderably improved. 
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he right of asylum in the different States, so as to prevent its 
abuse by foreign revolutionaries. 

Newcastle, March 29th.—A messenger from Pocheffstrom 
reports peace. The place surrendered the day peace was signed 
nt Newcastle, after some bard fighting, in which eighteen British 
soldiers were killed, and ninety were wounded. ‘Ihe Buers 
captured 3,000 pounds of ammuntion and two guus. 

ndon, March 29th.—'I'he garrison of Potchefstroom finally 
surrendered because of the failure of provisions. “The total 
loss of troops was eighteen killed aud ninety wounded during 
the siege. 

London, March 29th—Some explanation of the report that 
the Bank of France has suspended gold payments may be found 
in the fact that the Bank ot France gives out no gold, and. there 
appears to be few full weight pieces in circulation—at least it is 
not easy to procure them. ‘Tho Austria-Hungarian delegates 
to the International Mone Conference are iustructed not 
to enter into any binding stipulations. 

London, March 29th.—In the House of Lords Earl Spencer 
stated the wharves at which foreign cattle are landed the isola- 
tion of cattle which may arrive afflicted with the foot and 
mouth disease. He added that Lord Granville had tommuica- 
ed with foreign Governments, urging them to prevent the em- 
barkation of diseased cattle 


dou, March 3lst.—It is said that the Government in- 

— propose a resolution cancelling O’Don:cell’s last suspen- 
ion i ec House of Commons. 

«ioe bli March 31st.—Jasper Jully, editor of the Roscommon 
Herald ud League iser, was arrested at Boyle on a 
Prag of intimidation. Jully, in his last apeech, referred to 
the Museum ic New York, where he said rewards are given for 
the heads of Irish landlords. 

Vienna, April 1st.— Continental correspondence says that 
Austria and Hungary —— at the Monetary Con- 
ference at Paris wil en a mutual standpoint, but with 
a alight inclination toward bi-metalism. This tendency, how- 
ever, will be shown only in case Germany inolines to the same 
view. The delegates will express! declare that Austria and 
Hungary do not regard the regulation of ‘monetat ~values. but 
only the study and discussion of the project, asthe object of 

Conference. 
—* York, March 29th.—The E erald’s London — aayn: 
It has transpired that the sudden calling together of the 
British Cabinet yesterday afternoon was caused by the receipt 
of alarming intelligence from Ireland. Two questions were 
discussed by the Ministera. One was the Basuto War ; the 
other was the confidential report of the Irish Government. 
Mr. Forster announced that intelligence from Ireland was of : 
the most disquieting character, although the attitude of the} Berlin, March 29th.—In the Reichstag to-day a debate on the 
people appeared to be tranquil on the surface. Mr. Forster ‘Taxation bill led to a violent scene between Lowe and 
stated that.acoording to information in the possession of the |Frietsche, The latter had spoken strongly in favor of the 
Irish ‘Government, tranquillity of people had increased the| tobacco monopoly, and Lowe accased him of supporting the 
business of the aathorities, who regard it as the lull before the | measure to which’ his personal convictions were op A 
storm.. Information in the possession of the Dublin Castle | scene of great excitement followed, wherein recrimi- 
anthorities caused them reg believe — an jnsurrectionary out- | nations were freely exchanged. 

-beesk may — any momen ; — ondon, Bf 29th — : ———— 

* FP — — rig * — Sate — to him. — — — — in Northampton 
His appareut inactivity was trong at ne ee aif 1 anUcl- | Vil] be issued immediately, it not being necessary to await a 

fiual appeal to the House of Lords. Iu these circumstances, 


the ina ion of a movement of a different character 
yt —— 
ee cht to assi any. cient reason for them. | & | any, will take place during che Easter recess of Parliament. 
ae the Land ] — meeting held to-day, the aubeoriptiona Manchester, March 29th.—A warehouse, seven stories ‘high, 
vet the Land Teague meeting bela road af amonuting to Slied with a valauble stock belonging to John Haslem & Co., 
£2,399, all but £100 being from America. Dillon stated that cotton manufucturers, was burned pe The loss is estimated 
— a. One fireman was killed two others dangerous- 
y injured. 


the organization was spreading rapidly, and that there was now 
a larger number of s kers against the ps) t of rent than at Ottawa (Ont.), March 29th.—It is understood justractions 
have .been sent to intercept the steamer Australia at Sable 









































any previous time. — opt 
Dublin, March 29th.—A man named y has been fired at | 141 it i i 

— wounded on ‘sa Jers of King’s County. “ — oue or more Mansion House 

Daly took land from which a tenant had been evicted. == | London, March 29th.—Sir Hercules Robinson telegraphs that 
The Barony of Duballow, County Cork, has been proclaimed. another important engagement is expected to take place at 
Dublin, March 29th—A monster Land meeting was held at | Bolaka, where a large furce of Busutos ure intrenched. 

Taner TPP Fitsgerald,and| , London, March 28th.—Iu the Lawson-Labouchere case 

mooting · ony | Juation.Ooleridge in charge, commented severely on Lawson's 

counselled the Irish tenants not to pay unjust rents excant at cquduct relative to the persoual fracas. The ——— was not 


the point of the bayonet. ; whether Lawson was a coward in refusing to fight a duel 
Dublin, March 29th.—It is a remarkable fact that, despite the | which he had a perfect right to decline, bat whe haviug 
ions advice of the Land League to tenant farmers to retain | acted an the had, he was the person to complain very much.of a 
their grip of the land, and not leave the country, the emigra-| subsequent publication of libel. Lord Coleridge could not 
tion retarns show that 95,857 persons emigrated last year—an | help thinkiug that if Lawaun refused to fight, he should have 
increase of 48,493 over the ous year. Jabstained from the subsequent gross and outrageous insult 

London, March 29th.—A bulletin issued this sate ea pe contained in the message to Labouchere, that he had thrashed 
Beaconsfield passed a restless t, partly because of the of {him like a dog, and would, under certain conditions, do 80 
gout, The paroxysms of ne a are less severe, but still fre- ay The Court pointed out that au account of ahe fracas 

quent. His doctor ‘says that his unusually severe cough has/which appeared in Truth in the form of a letter to Lawson, 
prevented the patient from obtaining the rest which iis neces- | of sufficient ground for an indictment for flibel, even if it had 
sary to overcome the weakness produced by long confinement. | not. been published in the new r. It was published after 
He does not conceal the fact that there is considerable danger, | an account emanating from the office of the Telegragh, which 
— when his great age is considered. appeared. in the Manchester Guardiaz ; and. after the acoount 

our o'clock P. M.—Lord Beaconsfield has been free from |hud been written by Lawson to the editor of Vanity Fair, 
spasmodic attacks during the day, and his strength fully} Lord Coleridge implied that the letter was written in a 
— — Kidd states that both himself and Dooctar | braggadocio tone. He showed that Labourchere was by the 
Quain have every hope. ; _ |very nature of the proceedings unable to give his own 

Midnight—Lord Beaconsfield passed an undisturbed evening | account in Court, and — — tized: suas of the Tele- 
and is better. wr graph’s personal attacks, particularly on Lord Beaconsfield, 

One .o’clock—The condition is unchanged. The seat of the | which Labouchere had adduced to justify his assertion that 
real danger is in the throat, which is much inflamed. Lawson was a disgrace to journalism. 

Chicago, March 29th—The Times’ London special says:} London, March 28th.—In the Lawson-Labouchere libel .case 
Next Friday, when Mr. Norwell will discuss the matter of | the jury failed to 
American importation, he will introduce a bill amending the 
Aduiteration Act so as to specifically iuclude American butter. 
There is much clamor over sending bogus butter to Great 
Britain, and a strong effort will be made to put an end to it. 
Tbe amount of butter coming here annually from America is 
over 50,000,000 pounds. There is a determination that ouly a 
good article shall be admitted. 

Just now a very strong effort is being made to bull Panama 
shares in London and Paris. 

Berlin, March 29th.—On the proposal of Count Von Stolberg, 
Weinegrod, Vice Presideut of the Council and Minister of State, 
a conference was held to-day. under the Presidency of Friedeuco 
of Friedenthal, comprising members of all parliamentary groups, 
except the Social Democrats, to discuws the expediency of cal- 
ling upon the Government to take measures to avert dangers to 

- the public security from the use of explosives. The question 
also was mooted whether it would not be possible to restrict. 


Google 


St. Petersburg, March 28th.—There are continued rumors of 
General Melikoff's resignation. 

It is believed that the Emperor has ordered a ukase to be 
prepared convoking the Commissions to discuss the question of 
represeuting the people on State questions. 

St. Petersburg, March 28th.—The Prince of Wales will to- 

duy confer the Order of the Garter on the Czar. 
_ .Constantinople, March 28tb.—Greut activity prevails in the 
preparations for the defence of Volo and Virok. The placiug of 
torpedoes hasconunenced. ‘I'he troops occupy Trikiri, on the 
‘Turkish side of the entrance to the Gulf of Volo, and exsrth- 
works are being constructed there. 

Calcutta, March 28th.—The impression grows stronger that 
whatever the Government intends doing, it will now by found 
impossible to evacuate Candahar before the Autumn. ‘The 
season ig now so far advanced, that it would bu dangerous to 
march to India. The political outlook. is so doubtful, that 


— —— — — 














General Hume has refused to allow the departure of the regi- 
ments already ordered to start. 


Candahar, March 28th.—A formidable rebellion prevails in 
Herat. Ayoob Khan is perhaps already exiled or a prisoner. 
Mohammed Passon Kahn, Governor of Kusk, induced three 
Herat rogiments stationed ut Kusk, to mutiny and join him and 
the Almak tribes in an attack on Herat. It muy -be safely 
inferred that the murder of Mobammed Jan, who courmanded 
these three regiments, was the first act of the rebellion. At 
laat accounts the rebellion was so formidable that Ayoob Kahn 
was virtually besieged in his citadel. ‘his gives a favorable 
opportunity to Abdurrhman Khan to reunite Afghanis- 
tan under the supremacy of Cubul. Five thousand of his 
troops are now on the road hither, and should be in full pos- 
session of Candahar by the 15th of April. An immediate 
advance ou Herat, if Ayoob Kahn is not expelled or killed 
before then, could, on the existing state of affairs, scurcely fail 
to be successful. 


Athens, March 28th.—On the sixth of April, the-anniversary 
of Greek independence, a grand review will be held, when the 
King will nt the colors to the regiments composing the 
garrison of Athens, and selected detachments from other regi- 
-ments. -The meaning of this act, and the reasons for-the choi 
on this occasion, are obvious. The ceremony will be:follow 
by an order for the departure of the various corps for their 

lotted stations on the froutier. 


Rome, March 28th.—A lady obtained a private audience with 
the Pope, and warned him that the day and the hour were 
fixed for the murder of himself and Cardinal Peosi. 


Berliv, March 28th.—The Prussian Government is consider- 
ing the question of adopting the Scrutin De Liste system of 
voting at the elections for snembersa of the Diet. 

Berlin, March 28th.—The police authorities issued on Satue- 
day orders for expulsion, under the Socialist law, of eighteen 

os, including six imprisoned for four months, charged with 

igh. treason, but .who were liberated on Tuesday in con- 
uence of their applying to the Imperial Court of Justice. 

ew York, March 28th.—A telegram from Geneva says an 

if Sophie Pieoffaki is condemned and executed, the Czar will 


New York, March 27th—The World's London special says : 
Trade generally continues to.be very dull, and the long-pro- 
mised revival .is apparently as fur off.as ever. American com-: 
petition presses with increasing severity upon manufacturers, 
and Belgium, which also believes in Chinese walls, is taking a 
great deul of trade from Sheffield and Birmingham. The far- 
mers are sorely beset. Chaplin’s motion to prohibit the 
importation of American cattle was thrown out, and with 
agriculture! laborers: pressing them from below, and American 
competition meeting them on every hand, it is no exaggeration. 
to say that they are growing desperate. To make matters 
worse, they have ,just had a most unfavorable seed-time, the 
weather being cold and ‘broken, from recent frost and snow. 
Another bad harvest would ruin thousands of farmers who are 
now keeping a roof over their Leads by. borrowing money:on 
the strength of a chance of having good crops. All over the 
country people are beginning to question the soundness of free 
trade, or rather of that one-sided and jug-handled free trade, . 
as “you admit free goods of nations which refuse to let you 
trade with them on equal terms.” . Five years ago a man who 
ventured to doubt this doctrine was looked upon as a hopeless 
if not as an unspeakable Tory relic, and David MaclIver, the 

tship-owner and ship-builder, who has long represented 
irkenhead, was almost hooted. in Parliament when he intro- 
duced a resolution favoring reciprocity of tariffs, which, in 
homelier phrase, means xpplying the same sauce to the 
gauder as is applied to the goose. Now, however, the 
necessity of levying countervailing duties which, by the way,: 
were recommended by a Committee of Experts on the sugar 
refininy trade some months ago, is not only openly discused at 
the farmers clubs, and by the Boards of Trade of great manu- 
facturing centres, but ic bas actually been a subject of informal 
discussion in Free Trude Hall Manchester ; and when the re- 
Ciprocity-of-tarifs people ventured into the temple consecrated 
to Cobden and Adam Smith, it is a pretty good sign that the: 
movement is taking hold of the cuountry. Before very dong 
this will become one of the pressing issues of the Lour, an 
when the advocates of modified protection get the whip hand 
of the majority in Parliament, and get it they assuredly will, 
unless there is x miraculous change in the condition of the 
country, the farmers in the Western States will be taught a 
lesson in political economy which they will not be apt to forget. 

London, March 27th.—The Nercs -ias reason to believe that 
the fishery dispute between Eugland and the United Stutes is 
in a fair way toward settlement, the fact Leing admitted that 
the Americun fishermen are entitled to compeusntion for injuries 
to vessels and tackle. England has proposed alternative 
courses, one being the payment of a lump sum, and the other a 
reference of the question to arbritration, the two Governments 
nominating each one person, and the two nominees appointing 
athird. The difficulty at one time srose from the excessive 
eluinis of the United States, but the latest. telegrams from Se- 
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cretary Blaine point to the willingness of the Washington 
Cabinet to accept one or another of the above plans. . 

New York, March 27th—A World London special says: 
Ashmead Burdett Coutts has, Ij am informed, determined to 
take to politics. The Baroness being an inteuse admirer of 
Beaconsfield, he will be brought under the patronage of the 
Carlton Club, aud I hear he has made up his mind to contest 
the second seat for — with Clhalies Bradlaugh on a 
ie tory ticket. This will be good news for Northampton 
ie who relish nothing better than plucking rich tory’ candi- 

ates. 

Constantinople, March 27th.—The Sultan has sent a com- 
munication to the Egyptian agent asking a contingent of Egyp- 
tian troope in the event of war. 

. The i has appeared at Kufa, ninety miles south of 
Bagdad. The mortality in Nedjib is increasing. - 

St. Petersburg, March 27th.—The remains of Alexander II. 
were deposited in the Imperial vault, Church of Petropaulovekl 
Fottreas, to-day. Several volleys of artillery were fired..: The 
church was densely crowded, und the ‘catafalque was strewn 
with flowers and wreaths. 

Paris, March 27th.—Many persous are reported missing at 
Nice. Several more bodies have been recovered from the ruins, 
The manager of the theatre denies that he was forced to play 
in spite of misgivings as to the safety uf the house. 

London, March 2¢th.—T'be Government has taken metsores 
to intercept the steamer Anatralia before she ‘sails to New 
York, and arrest Coleman, implicated in the’ Mansion’ Howse 

























explosion, 
Kradria, March 27th—A large petard exploded ou Satarday 
‘at the — of the Carmolite Church, vhich vas considerably 


Bt. Petersburg, March 27th.—The Musoow papers ‘annonnce 
that Roussakoff's.father has shot himself... 

‘Constantinople, March 28th.—At Wednesday's conference, 
the Ottoman delegates are reported to have — their fial 
proposal. They declared that the: Porte could neither cede 
Crete nor any part of Albauia. ‘The line of frontier: they 
proposed is understood to go considerably beyond that offered 
by the ‘'urkish note of the 30th of October. Tho ‘teeri 
new :offered in ‘Thessaly comprises Lerisa, d'rikala,'Turnova 
and the whole valley of-Solenbria, but excludes Prevesa and 
Moizovo. No of the Epirus is -comprised in the proposed 
line. The Am ors will communicate ‘this offer to their 
Governments, and on receiving a reply, will hold another 
meeting. 

London, Maarh 25th.—lun the House of. in 
discussion on the Candahar question, Lord Northcote said :: 

The retention of Candahar weull expose us to perpetual 
quarrels aud collisions with Russia, and if she interfered by 
military operations or diplomatically it would mean rupture of 
her diplomatic relations with England, and we should be free 
to take such measures as we thought n to protect our 
frontier and assist the Afghans to hold their independence. 

Northcote warned the Government that if they left the diffi- 
culty arising from the evacuation to be settled by natural selec- 
tion, it would be settled by Russian selection. 

Londoh, March 23th.—Lord George Hamilton; Consvera- 
tive, stated that no intimation had beén received that Gericral 
Skobeleff's policy was disapproved. He tegarded ‘the ‘annbunee- 
ment of Skobeleff's recall as a mere Parliamentary blind. - 

The Postmaster-General strongly vindicated: the ‘pelicy of 
the ‘Government, 

Hartington stated that the iuformation of General Skobeleff's 
recall bad not been received through the Russian Government. 
It was possible, though improbable, that disturbance and bload- 
shed would follow the British departure from Candahar, but 
when was the transfer of a throne in Afghamstan unattended 
with disturbance, aud was it any business of England to 
prevent it P 

Stanhope’s motion was then rejected —346 to 246. - 

The announcement of the resalt was greeted with load 
cheers from the ‘Liberals. 

Berlin, March 26th.—In the Reichstag, yesterday, the Bud- 
get was real the third time. The’ income for the new 
finnncial year is estimated at 592,936,554 marks; o 
outlay, 511,662 061 marks ; supplementary estimates, 81,304,498 
marks. Subsidies to be druwn from varioys Federal States, 
103,288,528 marks. 

Paris, March 25th.—At a banquet of the Trade Societies to 
Gambetta, 600 persons were present and 720 Trade Societies 
represented. The Minister of Agriculture and Minister of 
Posts were present. Gambetta said he hoped the time would 
soon come when the new mauoouvres which tended to weaken 
President Grévy’s authority would be stupped. He trusted 
that for this reason his days will be long. The day is ap- 
proachiug, hv said, when the Chamber will be free to choose 
its men and ideas, when the mandate will go forth that the 
incessant tergiversation against which we are s ling 
be censed by crowning the democracy with public liberti 

Madrid, Murch 25th.—At the Aunti-slavery meeting, to-day, 
resolutions were adopted declaring the law of February 8th, in 
regard to slavery in Cuba, conteary to the principles of right 





and justice, and condemning the regulations in regard to the 
holding of slaves. The Society has declared its intention to 
continue its propaganda until slavery in all the Spanish colo- 
nies is completely abolished. 


London, March 25th.—In the Lawson-lLabouchere libel case 
this morning, Gladstone who occupied a seat on the bench, 
deposed that the account which appeared in the Daily Tele- 
graph of what passed between himeclf and Negroponte was al- 
together false. He had hoped to receive some explanation or 
apology from Lawson, but did not receive nny frank statement 
on the subject. 


St. Petersburg, March 25th.—Following is the programme of 
funeral ceremonies of the late Czar: Persons invited to attend 
- will agsemble at 10.30 o’cluck in the morning, in the Cathedral 
of St. Peter and St. Paul. ‘I'he body will be carried t» the 
vault in the Cathedral by the Emperor, Grand Dukes and 
members of foreign reigning families, aud tho chief court 
dignitaries. Salutes will be fired while the coffin is being 
lowered into the grave. After the ceremony the Imperial 
insiguin will be conveyed back vo the Winter Palace. 


London, March 25th.—The Liberals in Parliament are said 
to be considering the proposed motion condemning the terms 
of peace with the Boers. 


Home Rulers are considering the expediency of leading 
* attuntion to the recent utterances of several Irish Judges, and 
asking their dismissla. 

London, March 25th.—The Daily News says: We believe 
the following is au autheutic statement of the Tunis incident : 
When the Conservatives were arranging the acquisition of 
Cyprus, France mentioned the possibility of Tunis some day 
being open to annexation. Lord Salisbury, then Forcign Secre- 
tary, thereupon made statements which the French Ministry 
construed as au understanding that Bngian’ would not object 
to the annexation of ‘Tunis by France. When, some time later, 
the question cropped up, Salisbury disclaimed this construction 
of the meaning, but France — that she is in possession of 
private letters from Salisbury fully confirming her view of the 
correspoudence. 


St. Petersburg, March 25th—The author of the article in 
Vedomosti charging the Administration with indolence and 
robbery, and society with cherishing illusions which led to the 
assassination of the Czar, has been summoned by the Minister 
of the Interior to appear for examination. 


General Melikoff, has ordered that proceediugs also be taken 
against the St. Petersburg Guzette. 

The trial of the assassins of the Czar will commence on the 
30th. It has been decided to proceed against Sophie Pieosfiski 
separately. 

The Nihilist prisoners are to be charged with direct com- 
plicity in the murder of the Czar and other State crimes. 

Sophie Piecoffski is believed to have carried the bomb which 
caused the death of the Czar. . 


London, March 25th.—Aa attempt was made last night to 
intercept the steamer Australia, which sailed Thursday for 
New York. Itis supposed to curry Coleman, one of the men 
suspected of being concerned in the Mansion House outrage. 
An Inspector of Policeand constable left Falmouth last night 
in a tug, to await the Australia off the Lizard, where she was 
expected at midnight. 

Newcastle, March 25th—A despatch states that the Boers 
hoisted the flag of ‘I'ransvaal amid loud acclamations before 
they dispersed. Paul Kruger will arrive Saturday (to-day). 
He will assist Gen. Wvod in governing the ‘l'ransvaal until 
the commission has concluded its labors. 

Berne, March 25th.—The Czar has replied in very friend] 
terms to a letter of condolence from the Swiss Federal Council 
He hopes the friendly feeling manifested toward his father will 
be continued to himself. 


London, March 25th.—The American Consul at Nice tele- 
graphs as follows: Sixty-nine lives were lost by the Opera 
House fire. No Americans or English were among the victims. 
Public interment tukes place to day. ‘The shops are closed. 

Nice, March 25th.—The newspaper state that the director of 
the theatre has informed the magistrate that there was a strong 
smell of gas in the theatre on Wednesday. He communicated 
with the authorities and wished to postpone the performance 
until an examination of the gas apparatus was made, but re- 
ceived orders to give the opera as advertised. 

Nice, March 25th.—Subscriptions for the friends of the suf- 
ferers have reached 100,000 francs. 

The funeral of the victims tuok place to-day, and was attend- 
ed by large crowds. 

No list of the victims of the Opera House fire huve yet been 
aan te ‘The bodies in most cases are calcined and disfigured 

yond recognition. The Strakusch injured is Ferdinand. 
During the fire several people threw themselves from the roof 
of the theatre and were dashed to picces. ‘Ihe calamity was 
the result of unpardonable ucgligence. ‘I'he gas pipes behind 
the scenes have not been repaired or renewed for the last eleven 
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was temporarily stopped with cement. The day before the fire 
another escape was discovered during rehearsal. Two in- 
experienced plumbers’ apprentices were left to attend to it 
without superintendence. It is supposed they did their work 
imperfectly, consequently the escaping gas concentrated behind 
the drops and as soon as the burners were lighted in the wings, 
the explosion occurred. The meter, which was the property of 
the town, and which did duty for both stage and auditorium, 
was instantly turned off and the theatre thereby saved 
Hence the panic and stampede which cost so msny unfor- 
tunate people their lives. Very few persons are injured, but 
the number of deaths is remarkably large. Two hundred 
people were crowded into a small gallery, with only one nar 
row door, which opened inward, as a means of egress. Ona 
stout oak door, in the passage, were the words: ‘“ Door in 
case of fire,” but it had not been opened for years and it was 
impossible to break through it. A majority of the victima 
were residents of Nice or Italians. 

There was a public interment to-day of 85 of the victims. 

London, March 25th.—Ata meeting in this city fi 
Parnell said it was desirable to form an orgnization in Englan 
and Scotland for the purpose of forwarding the objects of the 
Land League. It wasintended to compete with the Home- 
Rule Confederation, which would still remain in existence. 
The English land question, he thought, was at present ripe for 
settlement ; but anything achieved in Ireland would favorably 
affect the laborers of England and Scotland. It was impos- 
sible for the Government to fiually settle the Irish land ques- 
tion, but any proposals tending to ameliorate the condition of 
Irishmen would be accepted. By meaus of the proposed 
organization they could, as in America, educate public opinion 
in England and Scotland. Money, he said, is flowing in from 
America to Ireland at the rate of £4000 weekly. Resolutions 
were adopted to constitute a National Land League of Great 
Britain, with Justin McCarthy as President, to assist the Irish 
Land League to reduce back rents and enable the Irish tenant 
farmers to become owners of their holdings at reasonable terms. 
That was the best way to attain the objects, by taking practical 
steps to cultivate English public opinton. 


A special telegram to New York says: Among the stories 
that are current here is one that James Gordon Bennett is 
seriously contemplating an Arctic expedition. Larry Jerome, 
who is in Europe with him, has recently written to a friend 
that while. Beunett is enjoying himself greatly as master of a 
hunt somewhere iu England, yet he is ve be depressed and 
anxious over the Arctic expedition which he equipped and sent 
out in the name of the Herald. He conceives it to be his duty 
to fit out another expedition in search of the lost one, aud take 
command of it himself. He has already telegraphed to stop 
work on the new yacht he contemplated building in this coun- 
try, and thinks the money. he proposed to expend that way 
shall be devoted to the building of a vessel constructed with a 
view to encountering the ice of the northern seas. Already he 
has had some interviews with Scotch ship-builders on the sub- 
ject. Therefore news that Bennett has seriously entered upon 
this new project may be expected at any time. It is character- 
istic of Bennett that execution follows closely upon the heels 
of conception. 


Washington, March 16th.—The detail of officers and men 
for the Jeannette search expedition will not he made for 
several days. It is generally believed that Lieutenant A. G. 
Berry, United States Navy, will command the expedition. 


Two popular expeditions are to be fitted out and sent north 
early in the coming summer, under the direction of General 
Hazen, Chief Signal Officer, for purely scientific purposes. 
One, to Lady Franklin's Bay, is to be under the command of 
Lieutenant Greeley, one of the most trusted officers of the 
Signal Corps ; the other will sail from San Francisco, and will 
establish itsdlf at Point Barrow, on the north coast of Alaska. 
The commanding officer of the second expedition has uot yet 
been designated. 


_ The New York Herald thinka there is more than ordinary 
significance in the report that Commodore Shufeldt is to re- 
organize the Chinese Navy. Heretofore England and France 
have almost always been drawn upon for officers to render such 
services, but China, like other Asiatic Powers, has abundant 
reasons to be doubtful of the intentions of the great European 
uations, and would naturally distrust the loyalty of the French 
or English officers in her service, in the event of trouble with 
those powers. 


Under the above heading the Tribune writes :—The favorable 
report by the Committee on Foreign Relations on the Treaties 
with Chiua means, no doubt, their final confirmation. There 
is not a single feature in the new adjustment, by these treaties, 
of our relations with China, which is not perfectly just to the 
United Stutes, and is even desirable, yet they may undoubtedly 
be set down as another success fur China. Her successes 
lately, both in war and policy, have been so significant that it 
is time we gave them attention. The world will be forced to 
alter its opinion of this nation before long. Fifteen years ago 
China was supposed to be in articulo mortis, but to-day she 


years, and the escape of gas, which occurred four months ago, | shows the vigor and energy of a young nation. 
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